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Bar-at-Law., m.lo* , , , 

(3) Mr* Muhammad Sulmnau Ansari, 

M.A.1 M L.A. ^ li* • • 

Pavlioviontary SeafatdTius to the .'/t/iisfer 
of Hevenm and Jaih 

(1) Sliri Ajit Prasad Jaia m.a. 

(2) SUri riukura SiusU u.a., l.i.b., 

' 'axuk. 

(3) Siiri 0()i)i Nath Srivastava, 
Parliamonlaru SrerHaries to tht'. Minuter 

of Justice^ Aiirioaltwo, Deoelopnuml 
and Veterinary.— 

(1) Shri JuKul Kishora, MA. (Oxon) 

Uih A. 

(2) Shri Bchari W, 

Parliamentary Secretary in fM Minis far 
of Local Self-Government and 
Umlth 

Bhri Atmarurn Govind Khor, ii.a. 

I.L.H. M.UA., 

Parliamentary Secretary to tke 
Minister of EduentUm 

Shri Karan Biagh Kano, n.A., i.c.k*a. 

(Glasgow),^ 

Parlianmiary Secretary to the mnister 
of Communications and Irriffation : 

Shri LakMhmi Narain, n.A., (noas)^ 

U.t*M 

Nixmencal Slrengtlk of Pmrtbi 

(a) k A$8£mir 

Gopt. Supporters 

Congress 147 

Opposition 

Mnslim league 30 

Independent M . 

Ho Party 21 
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(b) In Council 
Govt, Supporters 


Congress 

13 

Nationalists 

23 

No Party 

24 


60 

Opposition : — 


Nationalists 

23 

No Party 

24 

— 




Government of Behar 

Governor— Ris Escelicnoy Sir Maurice 
Oaniicr Hallott, k, o* 8. i., c. i. k*, l c* b. 

Council of Miniilera (CONOBESB) 

(1) The Ilon’Iile Mr* Bhri Krishna 

Hi alia {Prime Mmistor) Home Affairs^ 
Hcvtmm and Legislative. 

(2) Tim Iliou'hlc Mr. Anujrrah Narayaii 

Singh Finance^ Lmuit Hdf-Gomrnmeni 
md Public Works. .**.*, 

(3) The DoaHdo Mr, Batyid Mahmud. 
Edumiioni Domlopmcni and EmptoymenL 

(4) The Hou*bIe Mr. Juglal Choudhary 
•^Excise and Public BmUh, 

FetliAmenlftry Secreinrieft 

(I) Bahu Bivarmndiin Prasad Maudal, 
M. h. A., Judicial md dath. 

(3) Ikbu Krinhim Ballabh Sahay, M, i*. a*, 
Appomitnent and PoliticaL 

\3) Babu Jagat Narayan Lai, u i. a.*— 
PHnance and Ooomerm, 

(41 Bnbu Jimut lUhan Bun, u. h. a*,-- 
Public Works and /rriyatim. 

(5) Bahrt Bittoilanand Jha, u. u a*,— 

Local Sidf-Government^ Medical and 
Public fkalth. . 

m Babtt Barsttgadhar Smhft* M* u 
Eemnus and Education including Msgts- 
tfaiion* 

(7) Babu Jagjivan Kam, si* i## a,,**’** 
Development. 

(8) ilattlavJ Sayoedul Eaqoe, 3 me, i. 
Mxak*. 

Niua«iil«a! Stmnslli of PmUm 
( a) Is Amxmjt 

Oongrete Party 99 

Qppoeitiifn 

Coalition Party ^ ^ 

MnaRta IndepsBdeat Party 80 

No*P«rty 6 

Abrar Party 3 

]ita,tiia Loaguo 2 

159 
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(h) In Council 
Congress Party 
Opposition : — 

Coalition Party 
No Party 

Muslim Indopondont Party 


10 

11 

C 

W 

30 


Government of Assam 

, ^ . Governor* 

’ *1, (i) Sir Kobui’t Niel BuM, ic. o, s, i, 

K, 0 , L B* 

(ii) Sir Gilbert Pitcairn c, 8. i., 

c» I, E. Offg: Govt^rnor ff-»m June 25, 
(afternoon) 1938 to October 24» (aftoruooii) 
1038. 


Council of Minuters (CoNOriKSft) 

2. (i) The Hon’blo Srijut Gopinath 
Bardoioi, E.A., b.l., Prime Miuiator, in 
charge of Homo and Education Depart- 
ments. 

(ii) The Hon^blo Mr. Fakhmddiu A(i 
Ahmed, Barristor-at-Law, Mmiator in 
charge of Finance and Revenue Depart- 
ments. 

(iii) The Hon’blc Babu Kamini Kumar 
Sen, B.L., Minister in cliargo of Leglelalivts 
L. 8. o., Judicial and Genera! Departments. 

(fvl The Hon’blo Srijut Hamnath Das, 
B* L., Minister in charge of Medical, Public 
Health, Wolfare of Labour, Boiler, facto- 
riofi and Blootrfolty Departments. 

(v) The Hon’ble Babu Akshay Kumar 
Das, B. n., Minister in charge of Excise 
and Agriculture Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mhulvi Md. Ali Hai- 
dar Khan, Minister in charge of Public 
Wojks Dwrtmeni 

(vii) The Hon’blo Srijut Rupnath 
Brahma, %, u Minister in charge of Forost 
and Registration Departments. 

(viii) The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 
Maulavi Mahmud AH, Minister in charge of 
Industries and Co-operative Departments. 


Numerical strengtli of ParHes 

In Assehbit 

f 6 Hindus 

(i) Assam United l 

Party 53— J 29 Mahomodanj-j 
‘ 9 Europeans ■ 
^8 Christians 
[81 Hindus 
bX Mahomedan 

' :#) Mepfmdent 14— j 10 Hindus 

4 Hahomedauf^i 


Ci) Congress 32— 


""'■;6v)’>lhal ' '6 

Cons' 


{ 


fV)| Cphstfmtlonallst S •^Hindus (Shedu- 
Barty led) 


Government of the Punjab 

Governor 

His Sir ileury DufTiold 

Oniik Bant, kc.h.i., i.f.s. 


2. Council of Mimstcri 

Th(‘ Khun Buh'viur Major 

Sirdar B;r Sikandar Hyat Khan, kii.h. 

i¥emkt 

The If'iriHiIo Hardiu’ Bahadur Dr. 
Siirdur Sir Hmidnr Sin;th Majithia, Kt., 
c.i,8.. Mintst‘r of Uvronuf** 

Tlie ilon'ble Itao lUhadur Ohmidhri Sir 
Chhotu Uam. it a , l. l. u .,— of 


Dtiwlopotrni. 

TIim Hou’bio Mr. Manoiuir Ijal, m a.. — 
Finance Min iskr. 

The llun'bb’ Mr. Kawah^.ada Majur 
Kiiiv.ar Hayat Khau Tivvaua-J/«ar.*?/<jr of 
PMie Works* 

Th(i llon’ble Mian Abdul lliiyo— 


Minister of Education 


Farliamoxitary Secrctariet 

Khan Bahadur Mian Ahmad Yur Kl»au 
Dim!ataua-“j(^>h*ftm/ and Chief 0/fkial 
Whip* 

Mir Magi'ool Malimood— 

Bardar ftaimdur Bardar lljjal Bingh, 
ju. A.— //ome. 

Mrs. Jahan Ara Shah Nawax, u, n. 
EducMimiy Medical UsHtf ami ihiblic 
Bealth* 

Raja Gaanaffar Ali Khan— ifewitw? and 
Irrigation 

Ohaudhri Tikka Ram, n. a*, l. l. b.,— 
Devchpment 

Thakur liipudaman Singh, n. a.— 
Finance 

Shaikh Fuix Muhammad, n. a., l. 4 
M. n. R.,— LocaiJ sclf^Qomrmmni and 
Public Works 


Numorical Strength Farllet 

1 Ministerial Party 118 

2 Congress Party 43 

B Indopcudonts 11 

4 Ahrar Party I 

Hu 

The Govt> of Centrel Provmc«» 

Gi»v«rnoff 

His Bsoolionoy Dr. Sir Hyde Oiarondott 
Oowan, B. k. (OxoD) u. ». (Nse), x.o.s.i., 
at,*,, v,D., 10,8,, J.P., (tom to 

2-3-1038). 

His Exoelienoy Ur, Uagh Bomford, B.i. 
04J5.. I.O.S. (tom 8-3-lfiIS to 8?-^l838), 
His Exoelbaoy Sir Ersnots Yeroor 
Wylie, E.0J4., O.I.B. M,$., (from 28*0* 
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Council of MinUteif* (Cokqee&s) 

1. The Hoa’blo Dr, N, B. Khare, 

Minister of Home affairs {Pnine Minister) 
(from 14-7-1937 to 20-7-1938). ^ ^ ^ 

2. The fioa’blo Pan<iit Eavi Shankar 
Shukla, Minister for Education (14-7-37 

1 ? Hou’blo Pandit D. P. Misra 

Minister for S* (?. (14-7-37 to 20-7-*58). 

4. The lion' bio Mr, H, M. Dnsmukli, 
Minister of Public Works (14-7-37 to 

20 Hon'blo Mr. M. Y. Shareef. 

Minister of Law (l4-7 37 21-5-3B), 

6. Thu Hou'blo Mr. T). K. M*dita 
Minister of Finance (14-7-37 to 20-7*38). 

7, The lion’ bio Mr. P. B. Oolo, Mims>> 
ter of Revenue (14-7-37 to 20-7-38)* 


1, The Hon’blo Dr* N. B. Khare 
Minister of Home affairs {Prime Mimstrr) 
^ 29-7-3B). 


R. M, DuBhmukh, 
(from 21-7-38 to 


{from 21-7-38 to 

2. The Hon’blu Mr 
Minister of Finance 
29-7-381 

3. The ITon'blo Mr. P. B. Cole, Minis* 
ter of Revenue (from 21-7-38 to 29-7-38). 

4. Thu Hon’bio Mr* UamoHhwar Akh!- 
bhoj. Minister of A^ricMure, (from 21-7-38 
to 29-7-38). 

5* The Hon’bio Thakur Piarolal Singh, 
Minister of Education (from 22-7-38 to 
29-7-38). 


1. The ITon’bhi Pandit R* B* Bhnkk 
Prime Minister of lionm aRairs (30-7-3B), 

2. The llon’blo Pundit IK P. Mi»hra 
MinisUr of L, G (30-7-%. 

3. The llou'blu Mr, IK K* Mehta 

Minister of Finance {39-7-38)* ^ ^ , 

4. The lloii'ble Mr. H. V* Ookhale 
Ministrr of Mevmm md Education 
(30-7-38). 

5* The Hon'ble Mr* C. J. Bharuka, 
Minister of Indusirm and Public Works^ 
(30-7-38)* 


Numercial Strongili i>f Fiortio* 


CoDgress 

72 

Independent 

19 

United 

lb 


"wi 

Vmitmhci 

s 


“m 


C«0f of Odfiir , 

QoMrndf *^Sir John Anttea Buhbeok^ 
I* % B* 1*^ I* 0* B. Aftil It 


Council of MmUtere (Congress) 

(1) Eon. Bri Biswanath Das, n. a,, b, u 
Chief Miuistur (Home & Fmancu) 

(2) Ilou. Sri Nityanamia Kamingo, 
B. A. B. L. (RevenutK Public Works and 
Dovf'Ipmoat) 

(3) Hon. Sri Bodhram Dube, u, a. b. l, 
(Kduoatiun, Law and Commerce and Local 
Sdf-Govornmont) 


Parliamentary Secretane* 

(1) Bri Jadumoni Maugaraj, n. *sc* (Nal) 
(Finance and Publicity) 

(2) Sir Jagannath Misra, u. a., b. l. 
((Uuvunuu and Publtc WorsH) 

(3) Bri liajakrushna Bosu (Education *and 
Local Bulf-Oovornmont). 

(4) Sri Kadhakrushna Biswasroy* (Law 
and Commerce). 

NumericAl Strength of Fertlei 

OongrcKS ^ 

()[»positioa 


Government oi Sind 


Governor— 'Sir Lanoolot Gtaliam Oi *• 
K.O.I.K., 1 . 0 . 8 . (Apjiolntad April 1, 1988) 


Couneil of Mini*ters 

(Sind UmUttl Party with ConareKS Supporn 
U) lion. Khan Ilahadur Allah IJaksh Hajl 
Mohammod Umar o. b, b. Prime Minister, 
Pinenre, Home, Oanerul, Legal Politieal 
and Miecellanoone Devarirntmte. 

(2) Hon, Pir Ulahi Bakhah Nawasaliahah 

M. u n. B., (Beaenwe). 

(3) Hon, Mr. Nichaldaa V. VlaaranI, 
{Pttblio Worke, Pubtie Health & Ma^cal) 


Numnteal Stnagth of PaxHo* 

Govt. Supportert 


Sind United Party 18 

Ooagroas Group 9 

Hinoa Independont Party 11 

Baropeaa Group 3 

Indapondant 1 

OppoeiHon 5-— 

»en»o«rft8o Party 18 

Othara t 


lb 

{ On aoconnt of ohanglnn poStiod 
aftaatlona. axaot atrength of aaofi group 
oan not he naoartidBBd. 1 
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N. W. Frontier Government 

Governor—His ExoGllency Sir George 
CanniDgbam, k. o. s. i., k. o. l e., o. b. b. 

Council of Ministers 

The JEon’ble Dr. Khan Sahib— CMc/ 
Law and Order, Medical, P. w. 
D., Irrigation. 

The Hou’ble Quazi Ataullah Khan 

B. t. L., iB.'^EdueaHon 

cation, Revenue, Local Self-Government. 

The Hon’ble Khan Mohammad^ Abbas 
Khm-^-dndustries A1 inister— A gr iculiure, 
Industries, Forests. 

The Hon’ble Lala Bhanjii Ram Gandhi, 
B. A., L. ii, B.n^Minister for Finance^ 
Finance, Legislation. 

Parliamentary Secretaries 

Khan Abdul Ohafur Khan, Bar-at-Law 
Farliamentary Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister. , 

(ii) Eai Bahadur Lala Chi man Lai, 
B.A., L.L B . — Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Hon’ble Minister for Education, 

(iii) Khan Amir Mohammad Khan— 
Farliameritary Sedretary to the Hon’ble 
Minister for Industries. 

(iv) Arbab Abdul GhaUoor Khan-^'* 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Hon’hle 
Minister for Finance. 

Numerical strengtii of Parties 

3. Congress 
Muslim League 

3. Frontier Nationalist Party 
i Hindu-SikU Nationalist Party 

40 

Federal Court of India 

CMef Justice of India — Sir Maurioo 
Gwyer, k. o. s, i. 

Judges-^mrs M. B. Jayakar 

Sir Shah Sulaiman Kt. 

Sir A. Krishnaswami Iyer. 
Advocate-General of Indlja— Sir Bro- 
jendralal Hitter, k. o. s, i. 


21 

10 

5 

4 


Puisne Judges (High Court) 
Calcutta 


Hon. Sir 

11 »i 

Hon. Mr, 
1 >1 
^ 11 
H 11 
11 11 


Leonard J. Costello 
J. Lort-Williams 

R. E. Jack 

S. K. Ghosh 

H. R, Panckridgo 

B. C. Patterson 

T. Amir Ali 

C. Bartley 

G. B. McNair 
S. Nasim Ali 

A. G. R. Henderson 
R. 0. Mitter 

N. G. A. Edgloy 

B. K. Mookerjeo 

C. C. Biswas 

N. A. Khundkar 
A, N Son 
F. B. Lodge 


Bombay 

Hon. Mr. C. P. Blackwell 
8. S. Rangnekar 
R. S. Broorafiehl 
B. J, Wadia 
H. J. Kania 
N. J. Wadia 
IC. V. Bivatia 
A. S. R. Maolin 
K. B. “Wassoodew 
K. 0. Son 
N, G. Engineer 
M. A. Boraji 
D. R. Norman 
G. N. Thakore 


Patna 

Hon, Mr. A. W. E. Wort 

” ” R. FazU Ali 

” J. F. W. James 

” Sir Khwaja M. Noor 
” Mr. J. F. W. James 

” S. B. Bhavle 

” ” 0. M. Agarwala 

” ” 8. F. Varma 

” ” F. G. Rowland 

” ” F. Manoharlal 

” S, 0. Ohatterjoo 


Chief Justices ( High Courts ) 

Sir Harold 

Derbyshire, k. o. 
RomSav— Hon. Sir John Beaumont, k. o. 
Madras— Hon. Lionel Leaoh 
jPafwa---Hon. A. T. Harries, k. o. 
AlUhabod^Bit John Thom, Ki 
Gilbert Stone 

Onm (Chief Hon. G. H. 

Thomas 

,Sir Douglas Young k* r. 


Lahore 

Hon. Sir J. Addison 
Hon. Mr. Baishi Tek Chand 
„ „ Kunwar Balip Singh 

„ „ J. H. Monroe 

„ F. W. Skemp 
„ „ M. V. Bhide 

„ „ Abdul Rashid 

„ „ S. Bin Mahomed 

Blacker 
Hamlal Dewan 
Beckett 


!J 
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Madras 

Hon* Sir M. Yeniratasuhba Rao 
„ Mr. C* Madhavan Nair 
„ „ S. Varadachar 

„ „ Y. Panduranga Rao 

„ „ A. J. Burn 

, , A. J. King 

„ , F. G. Genllo 

„ „ K. P. Lakhsmana Rao 

, Y. Mockett 

’ S. Wordsworth 

„ „ N. 8. Monon 

„ „ J. 0, Ktodard 

„ „ P. Yonkataramna Rao 

„ F. W. CJontin 

” ” L. 0. norwill 

Allahabad 

Hon, Mr. E. Bonnot 

,, ,* Rtbal Ah mod 

„ „ kaoiihpal Bingh 

,, „ if. J. OolliKtor 

„ „ J. d. Allaop 

„ „ Ganganath 

„ Muhammad f small 
„ „ Kamaiakanta Vorma 

Nagpur 

Hon. Mr. L. Lewis 
„ „ B* B, Niyogl 

„ a E. Pollock 

« Vivian Boso 

„ „ H. 0* Gronor 

,, „ N. Noblo 


Ou<3h Chief Courl 

55ia-ul-llasfian 

A. ffimry Do Burgh Hamilton 
K L. Yorko 


Riilitig PriKicas & Chiefs 

Salutes of 21 Guits 
Baroda, The Maharaja ((^aokwar) of 
Gwalior, The Maharaja (Sindhia) ot 
Hyderabad. The Niaam of 
Jaramu and Kashmir, The Maharaja of 
Mysore, The Maharaja of 


Salutes of 19 Guns 
Bhopal, The Nawab of 
Indore, The Maharaja tHolkar) of 
Kaiat, The Khan of 
Travancoro, The Maharaja of 
Kolhapur, The Maharaja of 
Udaipur, (Mewar), The Maharaja of 

Silulei of 17 Guns 
Bahawalpur, The Nawab of 
Bharatpur, The Maharaja of 
Ste M^arao :£ija of 


Cochin, The Maharaja of 
Cntch, Tlie Maharao of 
Jaipur^ The Maharaja of 
Karauli, The Maharaja of 
Kotah, The Maharao of 
Jodhpur (Marwar), Maharaja of 

Patiala, The Maharaja of 
Rewa, Tho Maharaja of 
Tonk, The Nawab of 


Salutes of IS Guns 

Alwar, Tho Maharaja of 

Bhtitan, Tho Maharaja of 

Uans^vara, Tho Maharawal of 

T)ada, ilic Mtiharaja of 

Dowhh (Senior Branch), Tlif* Maharaja of 

Dhar, The Mahar<tjii of 

Dholpnr, T}l<^ Maluiraja-Rana o£ 

Dnngarpur, The Maharawal of 

Idar, The Maharaja of 

Jafsalraor, The Maharwal of 

Khairpur, I'lm Mir of 

ICishniigai'h, Tlio Maharaja of 

Orchha, Tho Maharaja of 

ihifarbarglh Tho Maliarawul of 

Kamptir, Tlio Nawab of 

Hikkim, Tho Malmraja of 

Blrohi, Tiio Maharao of 

Sttlutes of 13 Guns 

Benares, Tho Maharaja of 
Bhnvuagar, The Maharaja of 
Oooch Hehar, The Malmraia of 
Dlirangadhra, The Maharaja of 
Jaora, The Nawab of 
Jhahiwar, The Maharaja Rana of 
Jhind, The Maharaja of 
Junagadh, Tim Nawab of 
Kapuithaia, The Maharaja of 
Nabha, The Maharaja of 
Nawanngar, Tiie Maharaja of 
Palanjmr, The Nawab of 
Porbandar, Tlio Maharaja of 
Rajpipla, The Maharaja of 
Rutkm, The Malmra/a of 
Tripura, Tho Maharaja of 


Sslutsi of 11 Guns 

Ajalgarh, The Maharaja of 
Alirajpur, Eaja of 
Baom, Nawab of 
Barwaui, Bana of 
Bijawar, Maharaja of 
Biiaepur, Eaja ol 
Oambay, Nawab of 
Ohamba, She of 
Oharkhari, The Maharaja of 
Obattarpur, The Maharaja of 
l^arlliaThe »afa of 
Ooiodal, The Thj&ur Sahib of 
the Nawab of . 
jliiitai Baja ol 



Haler-Kotla, Hawab of 
Mandi, the Baja of , 

Manipur, The Maharaja of 
Morvi, The Thakur Sahib of 
Nars'mgarh, The Raja of 
Fauna, The Maharaja of 
Fuddukotta, The Eaja of 
Badhanpur, Nawab of 
Raigarh, The Eaja of 
Sailaua, The Eaaa of 
Samihar, The Baja of 
Sirmur (Nahan), Tho 
Maharaja of 
Sitamaa, The Baja of 
Suket, The Baja of 
Tobri, The Baja of 

Salutes of 9 Guns 

Balasinor, - 

Banganapalle, Nawab ot 
Bansda, Baja of 
Barauudha, Raja of 

Bhor.^i*Sf Siwihiv of 
Chotta irdaipur, Baja of 
Banta^ Maha^na of 
Bharampur, Baja of 
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Dhrol, Thakur Salieb of 
Jawhar, Baja of 
Kalahandi, Baja of 
Kenk Tung, Sawbawa of 
Khiicbipur, Rao Bahadur of 
Kishan & Socotra, Sultan of 


Lebaj, Sultan of 
Limdi, Thakur Sahob of 
Lobar u, Kawab o*. 
Lunawada, Raja of 
Maibar, Raja of 
Mayurbhanj, Maharaja of 
Mong Nai, Sawabawa of 
Mudbol, Raja of 
Nagod, Raja of 
Palitana, Thakur Sahob of 
Patna, Maharaja of 
Rajkot, Thakur Sahob of 
Sachin, Nawab of 
Sangli, Chief of 
Sant, Raja of 
Savantvadi, Sardeasi of 
Sahapur, Baja of 
Shohr Mokalla, Stiltan of 
Sonpur, Maharaja of 
Wadhwan, Thakur Sahob of 
Wankaner, Baja Saheb of 
Yawnghwo, Sawabwa of 



PHRONff*! F OF PVFNTS 

« I 1 m \f0i^ Mmiiif Imnw ® twi* iMj; StNUPWi' I I 


JANUARY-JUNE 1938 




Chronicle of Events 


JANUARAY 1938' 

Chief Events : — Concluding Session of AlMndia Couferenees-— 
Silver Jubilee Session of Indian Science Congress held in Calcutta — 
Constitutional Reform in Cochin State — Federatiou opposed by Pro- 
vincial Congress Governments — Mr, Subhas Bose elected President of 
Haripura Congress—^^Independence Day^' observed throughout India 
with ceremonies befitting the occasion. 

Ut. Oomploto hartal was ohsarved in Lahore by puhlio motor veljides to protest 
a^jainst the proposed Motor Taxation Bill which onhancfs the tax on lorries used 
for transport 

Several persons wpro seriously injured when tim Hindu and MasUms of a 
mohalla in lAicknow came to hhm as a sequel to kito-tlyinjjf by boys. 

Tho third All-India Studenls’ Confonmeo commerutod its session In Madras 
under tho i>rcsidoncy of Mr. M. R. MjiSani, which came to an abrupt end 
owing to const itutioiml irregularities. 

Closing function, of the All-India Kdacntional Conforonoo and the Now Edu- 
cation fellowship, with a Ih’atachari demonstration, held in Calcutta, 

Music Academy Oonferenoo held in Madras, under the prusidenoy of Mr, M, 0. 
Bhagabaiiior, Hevorai eximrts dtsoussod tho subtle distinction of notes, charac- 
toristio of (slassical Imlian Mnsio. 

Madras Provinoial Brahmin Cimferonoe concludod its session. 

Mooting of Indian Thoosophists : Indian Thoosophists gathered in an extra- 
convention Conferonoo in the Adyar Theatre (Madras) to ommider how to per- 
potuato the memory of Mrs. nesant’s stutesmanship in tlm light of Tudia’^s renaiss- 
ance. The Oonforontio decidod to revive the Imliau National Jjeague, which would 
have an All India Oontrai organisation, with autonomous provincial branches uni- 
fying city and villagt^ gioups. 

National I/iboral Ft‘aeration of India hold in Calcutta. The Conference adopted 
a resolution according support to the Federation Behume, provided in tim New 
Oonstittttion which, it was urged, dus{)ifo its thifeots, should ito utilised to tho 
best advantage of the people and for accelerating the advent of Dominion Btatus. 

The All-India Trade Union Congress (New Dtdlii) passed a roHolatiou aoceptiug 
tho terms of the National b’ederation of Trade tfnious as tho basis for oltectiug 
structural unity between lim Trade Union Congress and the National Fodoration 
of Trade Unions and proposed to hold a joint soHsion of both organisations as early 
as •possiblo, 

Condading session of tho Ilindu MahasaMm— unanimous resolution urging the 
Qovernmont to expedite tho Introduotion of Fodoralion, 

2iiA The breaking of earthen pots which were used as ballot boxes in one place 
and tho fleeing of tho prtisidmg oSoer In order to save himself from attacks 
in another, wore two of the many inddents in tho alootion of Congress dalegatas 
to Haripum from Bitamarhl In Muaaffaipnr district. 

Mr, Ansari, Nagpnr«OounotIlor, planned piokoting country liquor shops* 

All India 8ma Conferonoo held at Oawnpora, 

Tho Music Conferonoo organised by me Madras Music Academy conoluded its 
Bossionu timre was a lively dlsoasslon on Eagas* 

8tb. Session of the Mahsrastra Fhysloal Culture Oonfemnoo held at Bsrada 

Tl^e Indian Kloonomlo Conference conotudisd its session at Secunderabad n die- 
the rebabllStatlon of provinoiai flnancesi Federal Court, paucity of |udbiat 
wditk etc* 

The All India Trades tJnton Ctengremi^passed a resolution opposing the Federal 
^ \^|ndla Khadi and Swsd^hi BxMbWon held Jn Madras* 
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3rd* H. E. The Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow, opened the Silver Jubilee Session of the 
Indian Science Congress in Calcutta held under the presidency of Sir James 
Jeanes. In the course of his presidential speech, Sir James paid a glowing tri- 
bute to the Indian Scientists : Ramanujara in pure mathemticsi Sir Venkata Raman 
in Physics, Dr. Meghnad Saba in astrophysics, Chandra Sekhar in astronomy and 
late Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose. 

Mr. F, V. Wylie succeeded Sfr Hyde Gowan as Governor of the Central Pro- 
vinces and. Berar. 

An optimistic reference to tho new regime in the provinces was made by the 
Viceroy in a speech at a dinner of the European Association in Calcutta. 

4th. An important measure of constitutional reform in the direction of associating 
the people directly with the administration of the State was announced by 
H.'fi.. the Maharaja of Cochin at his birth-day Darbar. According to this announce- 
ment His Highness will nominate an elected member of the State Legislature to 
be the Minister for Rural Development and to assist the Dewan, holding ofEuo 
during His Highness’s pleasure. 

A Muslim "Women’s Conference and an Exhibition of Arts and Fancy Fair were 
held under the auspices of Majamaul Banat, Calcutta, under tho presidency of 
Begum Mohammad Hasan, wife of the late Finance Minister of Rampur State. ^ 

The Congress Working Committee adjourned after resolving to enforce distd- 
plinary action against Congressmen who do not adhere to tho Congress ideal of 
Non-violence— special reference to the Bibar Kisan Babhas. 

The Cotton Committee appointed by the All fmlia Congress Committee submitted 
its report. 

Indian Roads Congress at Secunderabad suggostod that the interests of tho 
agriculturists should on no account bo ignored in the matter of road construction. 

Sill. The question of relieving unemployment among the released delonns was 
discussed at a Conference held at Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta, between represen- 
tatives of Commerce and Industry and Bengal Ministers. 

Mr. Jinnah speaking at Allahabad urged the settlement of the minoritioB Issuo 
—the first step essential for establishing^ ooramimal harmony. 

Mr. Nehru’s statement on tho minorities question was generally welcomed. 

Blh, Sir Mahomed Yakub appointed temporary member of the Yiooroy’s Council In 
the place of Sir Mahomed Zafrullah Khan. 

Mr, Harold Butler, Director of the International Labour Olfioe, Geneva, gave 
hia impressions of the industrial conditions in India at a Dinner party in Bombay. 

Till. Lord Brabourne opened the Indian Statistical Conference in Calcutta, and 
ei^basized the importance of statistical analysis, 

Dr. A. M. Heron, presiding at the Mining, Goologioal and Metallurgical liisfituto, 
pointed out that the chief aim of the Geological Survey of India was tho devo- 
lopment of the country’s mineral resources. 

The Congress Socialists, at a meeting in Bombay, expressed thoir dissatisfaction 
oonoerning the Congress Working Committee re. Congress Ministries and throats 
of disoiplmary action. 

The Hon. Mr. B, G. Kher presided over the Bombay Cabinet mootings : H. K. 
the Governotj foregoing his right of presiding over mootings of the Cabinet, asked 
the Prime Minister to preside over them as in England. 

Stk The 4th session of the Bengal Labour Oonferonoe opened;: facilities given for 
registration of Trade Unions were referred to by the Labour Minister. 

9f|i. The Indian Science Congress concluded its session in Calcutta. 

Indian Statistical Conference held In Calcutta urged the need of reliable 
stai^sticial records for an effootive economic planning of a country. 

Jail Reforms Committee in the United Provinces submitted its report recom- 
mending to start a school for training the jail staff in montal sofenoe and dl^es. 

In tesponse to the Congress President’s appeal, the China Day was obiNwVed 
India. 

H» E. the Viceroy arrived in State in Madras- Addresses were presented by 
w Stdfojam Community and planters, the Chamber of Commerce aud three 
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Maslim Associations. Replying His Excellency dwelt on Federation, importanoa 
of its early realisation and no change in Rupee ratio. 

A peasants’ march, to the Council Hall in Bombay : a list of grievances placea 
before the Premier, 

Death of Mrs. Matilal Nebrn at Ananda Bhawan, Allahabad. 

The Bombay Premier moved a resolution in the Assembly opposing the intro- 
duction of Fedoration. 

Railway Board report for 1936-37 : tho omorgenco of the railways in India from 
a long period of depression. 

A suggestion was made for a joint session of the Assembly and tho Oounoil of 
State over tho Insurance Bill and for the appointment of a Committee of of&oiais 
and non-officials to examine books and periodicals banned under tho Sea Customs 
Act since 1921, 

1 Ith. Tho Bombay Legislative Assembly by a big majority passed a resolution oppos- 
ing tho introduction of Federation. 

Mr, Rajendra Prosad issued a statement on tho Kisan Congress ditoenoes in 
Bihar. 

The case for the Workers was presented at the renewed hearing of the labour 
inquiry at Cawnporo. 


12th. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, interviewed in London, expressed tho Congress atti- 
tude towards tho Indian Constitution. 

The Customs and Central Excise returns showed that Indian trade position was 
sound. 

An important ruling, permitting Parliamentary Secretaries to reply to questions 
put in the Assembly, even wlum tho Ministers concernod wore present in the 
House, was given by Mr. Mavulankar, speaker of tho Bombay Assembly. 

13ih. Sir David Meek’s report on tho working of tho office of India’s Trade Comis- 
sionor in London, showing that India sharoa in tho world trade revival and that 
her economic position in 1936-37 was most reassuring. 

Tho ItcsorvG Bank report olarifiod tho bank’s oonstitntion and fanotions* 

Mr. K. M. Munslii, Homo Minister, Bombay, in a stsfomont in the Assembly 
defended the Government action at Ahmodabad and Bholapur and condemned 
violence. 

A statement made by Mr. A. K. JVdul Huq on tho Bengal Education Bill to the 
effect that the draft was sent to tho Univorsity for suggestions. 

Tho Assam Premier issued a statomont ou tho demand for a reduction in the land 
revenue of tho province. 


14ili»^ Tho speaker of tho Punjab Assomhly referred to the problem of too many 
adjournment motions which hamporod the logislativo business of the Honsa 

Nino of the accused in the Communist Conspiracy Case sontenood at Oalontta to 
various terms of imprisonment. 

The employers agreed to submit imformation on the wage position to the Oawa** 
pore Labour Enquiry Committee. 

Mahatma Gandhi appealed to tho hungor striking prisoners In the PanJab to give 
up thoir fast* 



16th. Addressing tho XJ. P. Liberal Association, Iiord Samuel said ho did not agree 

wag adequate, 
r to doolde the 

, . , Logialature and' the OWef Whip to nominate 

another whip to assist him in the Lower House, 

K^iiation against any country whloh disoriminates against Indians, is proTidad in 
the Overseas Indian Rsoiprooity Bill. 

leth, ^ven persons were hilled and fourtsen injured when an E. L Wy. Espress 
MHided with a «>ods train near Aliababad, 
gesTO of Mr. la^ersmiNi Chandra Msitrs, a veMnown Beagad Educationist 
Pandit Jawhar La! Nehru, addressinf the U, P. delag^toe to the Oongrem, oon- 
demned party squabblea in the XJalted JProvineea and referring to Mr. Jinnah’s 
stM^nt on the ooaunanai question udd ibak Ooagresa had ite baado principles r«> 
I^UelBg minorities. 
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Death of Sj. Sarat Chandra Chatterjee, tbo well-lcnown Bonp;aH novelist, 

Mr, Subhas Chandra Bose unauimously rocommonded by all Provincial Con^jross 
Committees, for the Presidontaliip of the Iluripiira Session of the Congress. 

nth. The election of Nawab Sir K G. M. Faroqui to tlio Bengal Assembly declared 
void by a special tribunal. 

Tbo Punjab Assembly passed the supplementary demand for grants for 1937-38. 

The U. P. Sugar factories control fJill referred to Select Coramittoo. 

The Bombay Council adopted a resolution rocommondiug tho appointment of a 
Committee to inquire into the unomployraeni problem. 

Slum conditions in Cawnporo were discussed at Iho resumed sitting of tho Oiiwn- 
pore Labour Inquiry Committee. 

Forty members of the Orissa ProYmoial Congress Committee walked out of the 
meeting held to elect office-bearers. 

Dr. Moonje, the Hindu Muhasabha loader in a statement, said that tho'MalmHabha 
must be consulted before any pact for Communal Settlement was made" with tho 
Muslim Leaguers. 

Mr. Jai Prakash Narayan, Socrotary of the All India Congress Socialist Party, 
addressing a meeting at Patna said that Qandbiji's ideas wero too old and shouid 
be replaced by now ones. 

I8th. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose olocted President of tho Indian National Congress. 

Their Excellencies the Vicoroy and Lady Liulitligow arrived at Hyderabad from 
Madras. 

The Bombay Assembly passed a rosolution expressing tho opinion that tlio con- 
ferment of titles in the Prosidonoy should be discontinued. 

The Court fees Amendment Bill was criticised in tho Unitod Ihovinces 
Assembly, 

' Lord Lothian met Mahatma Gandhi at Shegaon. 

At a State banquet in Hyderabad given in honour of tho Viceroy’s visit, the 
Nizam referred to the All .India Federation Plan -to iho creation of a greater 
India. ” 

I9th. The Speaker of the U. P. Assembly, giving a ruling, stated that he would 
pamoipate in politics, thereby following the French and American conventions 
and not t^ British convention. Tho Assembly passed an anti^titlos resolution, 
following Bombay’s lead. * 


20tb. Provincial Financial Ministers confer with the representatives of tho 
Finance Depa^ment of the Govornraont of India at Delhi, presided over by Sir 
James Gngg, Finance Member, Govornmont of India. 

Mr. M. N. Roy, the well-known Socialist leader returned to Bengal after 25 
years. 

The United Provinces Assembly, after a heated debate, passed resolution 
opposing tho inauguration of the Federation. 


22na. Speaking at a lunch given in his honour at Madras, Sir Bhanmukham 
Ohetty, Dewan of Cochin, stated that the working of tho dyarchy in Indian 
States was a stepping stone to full responsible Government 
An appeal for an honourable settlement of] the Communal problem made by 
Mauiana Shaukat Ah. 


23rd. Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose’s arrival at Karachi from England. 

Lord Lothian described the Federal ideal as a boon to India In bis 
Convocation address at Aligarh. 

The Dacca University decided to establish an employment bureau. 


24tJb. A refresher Course for teaohors, the first of its kind ever hold in 
Oslcutm, opened at the St. Xavier’s College under the presidency of Mr. 
, J. M. Bottomley, Director of Public lustruction, Bengal. 

Chandra Bose, reviewing the political situation k India, 
stated 4bat he was not opposed to tho idea of Federation on principle 
„,but .h^, was opposed to the scheme of Federation as proposed In the 

wanted Federal Hopublio for India# 

A biu tp. remove the disabilities of the Ilarijans in regard to worshin in 
tempos, was intixiduoed in th^ worsnip m 
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25t!i. The Bengal Legislative Coiiacil passed a BUI seeking to set up a Famiao 
Fund for the province. 

The Punjab Asse mhly rejected a motion recommending the Government 
to take immediafo steps “to concede the demands of the hunger strikers in 
the Punjab jails and to otrect tiioir release.” 

Mr. Subhas Bose and Mr, M. N. Roy had a long talk in Calcutta on the 
present political situation in the country. 

A public meeting hehl in Calcutta protested against the Jinnuh-Hajondra 
Prosad pact for a communal sottlenaeut. 

26lh. “Independence Day” was observed all over India. 

Mr. Jawaharial Nohru, in a speech at Damm, criticised the ‘forward policy’ 
in the Frontier. 

27tli. Tho India Go vornmont add rossod a letter to provinfdal Onvernmouts on the 
question of nltorathm of the system of remuutment to Coveniment posts 
and the possibilities of alleviating urictinploynnuit. 

The Madras Assernblv rejectei a proposal to defer consideration of the 
Agricultural Dtsht Relief Bill. 

Lord Samuel, broadcasting from Nevy Delhi, said that lio found India 
soothing with activity. 

28th. The Bengal Tjogislativo Council passed a resolution asking for the formation 
of a permanent Bengali unit in the Indian Army. 

The Calcutta Corporation fussed a reselution rooommimding to the Govornmont 
that military training bo given to Indians m a means of protection hi ease of 
foreign jiiivasion. 

29th. Tho Bufj[ar Factories Control Bill passed by the ITnlied Provinoos Assombly* 

At a meeting of the Bengal Millowaors’ Asseciaiion tho Chairman doscribod 
how labour strib^ had led to a eonslderuhlo doerense in production. 

The Central Advisory fioard of Education concluded its session aftor appointing 
a siib-committoo to report on tlie Abott Wood report and the Wardha sohomo. 

30th. The Bengal Provincial Conferonco adopted a resolution opposing Federation. 

The lion, tdir N. K. Bircar had discuHsions with tho members of the Congress 
Party on the lusuranoe Bill. 

3 1st Tho Budget Htmsion of the Central Assembly commenced. 

Agnoulturist Debt RolieC Bill passed by the Madras Assembly. 


FEBRUARY. 1938 


Chief Events ; — Hunger strike of poUtioal prisoners in several 
provincos—Oongross Working Committee Opposition to Federatton— 
Miujsterial Crisis in Behur and United Provinces — Annual Session 
of the Indian National Congress at Haripura. 


I ft. The Madras Oou&cil passed a resolation opposing the Federal sohetne in the 
nevf oonstitation. 

Assembly passed tho 8rd, reading of the Army Manoeurm 
Bill. Iho Hpasa also passed the Cor^anieB Act Amendment Bill farther amending 
Oompanies’ Aot with Mr. Bhulabhai Dess! and other party I^ers. The 
BUI sought to remove oartain errors which had orept into the Aot when it was 
eitonsively amended in 1016. 

2nd, The Itengal Finanoe Minister made a statement in tho Legislative iOonnoil 
°”nrS“° AW?* °i agreement between the Oovernmont and theEesem Bank. 
«»»n ft®* .®* Agrioaltnre imd Ihdnetries stdd that the Bengal Government 
will take early steps fe dove top the use of j ate in the handloom Indostry, 

3rd, The OjMr^ Oomwittee met St WMdha under the presidenoy of Mr. 

Jawaadal Nehta. The Premiers pf the seven Ooagres# provinow, if they oonld ooa- 
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veniently oomo, wore invited to attend. Sri Rajagopaluohari and Sri N. B. Khare 
attended. 

The Congress ‘Working Comraittoo conmdored the situation arising out of the 
hunger strike of the political prisoners in several provinces and passed a resolution 
to that effect : *‘Tho Coramittoo trusts that with the strenuous and unceasing 
eforts of Mahatma Gandhi and the vigilance of public opinion, the question of re- 
lease will bo satisfactorily solved at an early date and hopes that all detenus and 
political jjrisoners will co-operate to this end by exercising patieuco and sidf-res- 
traint and that the public will do likewise by maintaining an atmosphere of non- 
vioIonco'^ 

The Centra! Assembly passed Diwan Lalcliand NavalraTs Child Marriage Restraint 
Amendment Bill which iionaliscs British Indian subjects performing marriages of 
minors in territories outside British India. 

4th* In the Central Assembly the nood for iho utilisation of Indian talent in tho 
development of tho country’s industrios was ompbasized in a rosoluiion. 

The Working Committee of tho Congress passed a resolution reiterating its 
opposition to Federation. 

5kh. Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. Nehru, on behalf of tho Congress, wrote to Mr. 
Jinnah asking for a definite statement of the League’s demands. 

The Congress Working Committee’s resolution on Federation roiforatod oppo- 
sition to the scheme embodied in tho India Act and called on the Congress 
Committee, the people and tho Brovinoial Govornmonts to prevent its 
inauguration. 

The Orissa Premier speaking in the Assembly referred to tho opposition move 
to wieok the Madras Estates Land (Orissa Amendment) Bill which was passed 
by tlie House. 

Mr. Sarat Bose opening the Berar Political Conforonoe criticiso<l tho consliUi- 
tional position of Berar under which it owes allogianoo to tho Nizam but is 
included in the administrative system of 0. P. 

6tli, The Working Committee of tho Congress decided not to sot up Congress organi** 
zation in Indian States. 

7tlt. The 0. P. Government made arrangements for imparting agricultural training in 
Schools, 

The Sugar Factories Control Bill passed by the United Provinces issombly. 

The Women’s Industrial Arts and Crafts Exhibition at tho Nari Bikha Bamiti, 
Calcutta, opened by the Lady Brabourno. 

The Budget session of the Bengal Assembly opened. 

Mr, Subhas Bose, in a statement, oondomnod tho Bengal Ministry’s refusal to 
allow the Calcutta Corporation to buy the electricity undertakings within tho muni- 
cipal limits. 

Sth, The Central Advisory Board discussed both the Abbot- Wood Report and the 
Wardha Scheme at Delhi, 

The Central Assembly considered amendmonts to the Insurance Bill made by 
the Council of State. Congress party moved half a dozen amendments of 
which three were accepted. 

The Imperial Indian Cltlzonship Association sent a telegram to the India 
Government on the reports about the reservation of the Kenya Highlands for 
European settlement. 

9t!i* The Central Assembly adopted the motion for the oiroulation of the Bill to 
amend the Indian Railways Act. 

Sir Thomas Stewart moved that the Bill to amend the Indian Railways Act of 
1890 be taken into consideration. Sir Thomas explaining the object of the Bill, 
stated that it was intended to give the statutory recognition exercised by the 
Cdnfeal Government to fix the maximum and minimum fares for railways. 

iOlli^ ]|$hatma Gandhi opened the All India Khadi and Village Industries Exhibi- 
' 'tion at SbHpnra. 

. Tha Oeatral Assembly discussed the motion for circulation of the Bill to amend 

, : Restridnt Act. A large number of visitors, the majority of 
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whom being of the fair sex, heard a good deal about boys, girls, early marriage, 
consummation, puberty and so on, in this connection. 

H. M. The King Emperor postponed His visit to India mdefinitely. 

Ajmere Merwara to be amalgamated with United Provinces was the opinion 
of a Committee appointed by the Ajmere Marwara Provincial Congress Committee. 

IStli. Bousing ovation was accorded to Rj. Subhas Bose as he set out from Hari- 
pura to Yithalnagar in a historic chariot drawn by bullocks. 

14th. The Bailway Budget presented to the Central Legislature revealed a surplus 
of about Bs. 2 and three-fourth crores. 

The Working Committee discussed proposals for certain changes in the 
Congress constitution. 

The Bengal Legislative Council referred tlio Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill 
to a select commiiteo. 

Mr, Jawharlal Nehru, in the course of Ins Annual Beiiort of the Indian National 
Congress said that India would unhesitatingly join in economic sanctions against 
an aggressor nation, suljject to the Congress policy of non-violence, 

ITon. Mr. Brikrishna Singh ordered release of all political prisoners and suggested 
that the Ministry might resign if the Governor Interfered with their decision. 

15th. Tho Bombay Government started their six weeks’ experiment of proinbition 
in Bardoli. 

Tho Central Assembly carried a resolution demanding a standing oommittoo of 
members cf tho Central Legislature to advise on Indian Army matters. 

The Bihar and United Ib'oviucos Ministry n'slgned over the question of release 
of political prisoners. Opinion in Uhj country was strongly ba'jking tho ministers 
who were being congratuIatiMl on thoir bold staml. Tho Governor-General inter- 
fered under section 126 of tho Uovornmenl of India Act which, according to 
him, authorisoB iutorforeuoo wiiea there is a grave menace to peace and tran- 
quility, 

16th. Tho Juto rostriclion scheme was severely criticjEed in the Bengal Legyative 
Assembly, 

Mahatma Gandhi issued a Htatomont on the ministerial crisis in XJ. F, and 
Bi*har which was both an appeal and wanting, 

17th. Tho Bubjoefs Committee of tlio CongroHS passed the roHolution on Federation 
ut liaripura : Tho Congress to reject the new constitution and declare that a 
constitution for India, which can bo aooeptod by the pooph?, must bo based on 
intlependonce and can only be framed by tho pocplo themselves by means of a 

‘ constituent Assembly* 

18th. The Congress Working Committee formed a Bub-Committee of four to dkouss 
with Mahatma Gandhi the various aspeots of the constitutional orisia, 

19ih. Tho Congress Working Commlitca passed a resolution on the oonatitutional 
impasse, requesting tho Viceroy to reconsider his decision* 

Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose’s prosidoatial address at tho Indian National Congress 
held at Haripura iu Gujarat* 


20th. The open Session of tho Haripura Congress passed resolutions relating to 
minority rights. States subjects, national education and Konya. 

All India Pohtloal prisoners’ Oonfereaee at Haripura* 

2l$t Congress Session at Haripnra oonoinded* 

The Cbngr^s Subjeots Committee ooneltided Its sossfon after discussing several 
changes in the oonstitutioa* 


22iia. Mr. Snbh^ Chandra Bose addressed the All India Congress Committee* 

The Bengal Budget was oriiioised In the protinolal Assembly* 

23ra. Mahatoa Gandhi !ss^ a reply to H* % ths Tlceroy’s statement on tho Mmisterlal 
orisis in Bihar and U* 


24t!k, The hud «o inrMtttwe Dwhar at New Delhi. 

dteotwton o« the B««ia oonelwied in the Aasemblf, 
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25tli, The Constitutional ciisis in the United Provinces ended following tho meetings 
between the Governor and tho Premier. 

26th. The Bihar Cabinet withdrew its resignation. 

27th. The Bengal Communal Unity Conforonce held at Murshidabad, under tho prosi- 
donoy of Nawab of Marshidabad. 

The Bewan of Travanoore issued a statement regarding constitutional advances 
and the grant of responsible government in tho State. 

28th. ^ The Bombay Provincial Moslem conference, hold at Ahmodabad, asked for de- 
finite assurances from the Congress for safeguarding the rights of the community 
in its move for the settlement of the communal <im\stion. 

The importance of Urdu to the culture of India was referred to in the Urdu 
Foots’ conference held in Lucknow by 8ir Tej Bahadur, 

A largo number of peasants decided to march on Lucknow on tho 1st, of March, 
to place^ their grievances beforo the J^roraier. 

Beplying to a question on tho demand made by certain Provinoos for a Oonsti- 
tuent Assembly, Earl Winterton said in the House of. Commons : “Tho Imperial 
Government under tho Oovernmout of India Act, continues to be responsible for 
determining tho nature of the future Govornmout of British India”, 


MARCH 1938 

Chief Events : — ^Financial statement of the year presented in 
Provincial Councils showing deficit in some and stu’plus in others — 
Storm over the Budget in the Central Assembly where 50 otit of 80 
demands for grants were rciect€d--“Prohibition Bill introduced and 
passed in the provinces and 8tates~Moslem agitation over tho 
Calcutta University Crost-““Mahatma Gandhi in Calcutta negotiating 
release of Political Prisoners. 

l*t A political storm apprehended in the Central Assembly, following tho Govern- 
menrs decision to omit tho votablo items in the current year’s Budget, relating 
to defence and foreign affairs*— opposition led by Mr. Bhulabliai I)uBai. 

A peaceful Kishan demonstration in front of tho Chamber in Lucknow : an 
exciting preface to the opening of the Budget Session of the U. P. Anscmbly. 

The Federal Court was the subject of a question by Mr. Anantha tSayaimm 
Ayyanger. Sir Henry replied by stating that tho Court was engaged in framing 
its rules and met regularly to dispose of administrative matters. 

The Orissa Budget estimates for 1938-39 presented by Mr. Biswanath Das, 
Premier & Finance Member, showed a deficit of Rs. 2,4o lakhs. The revmmo 
for the year estimated at Rs. 192,08 lakhs and expenditure at Rs, 104,56 lakhs, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly : the want of a proper appreciation of the powers 
and privileges of tho two IIousos of the provincial Legislature was evident in 
the Assembly, wlion tho Famine Insurance Fund Bill and the Legislative Chambers 
(President’s and Bpoaker’s Salaries) Bitt as amended by tho Council came up 
before it for considoration. 

The Madras Budget for tho year 1938-39, presented by Mr, 0 Eajagopalaohari 
revealed a surplus of Es. 12,000 Revenue estimated at Es. 15,98,21.000 ana Capital 
ezpenditure at about Rs. 1,34,00,000 the Punjab Budget for 1938-39, presented by 
Mr* Monohar I^l, finance Member showed a surplus of over Es. W lakhs. 

The N. W, Frontier Province Budget for 1938-39, showed a revenue delicti of 
Bs. e.63 lakhs and expenditure at lie. 186,68 lakhs. 

Mr. Jawhar Lai Nehru, addressed 50,000 Kisans. who marched to the tl. P. 

, AatemWy Chamber ; they wore advised to be true to the tricolour. 

Ihe .storm over the Budget burst in the Central Assembly. After consultations 
■ Wtween various oppositioa groups, united action was decided upon as a protest 
S^nSt the dsoiSion to omit from the votable items in the Budget those relating 
to defende and loreiffn aHairs. Mr. Bhulabhat Besai announced the oommou 
deoissm of Oppohihsa Groups to the effect that they would take no part 
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In the geaeral discussion of the Budget, would without speaking vote down all 
demands for grants and follow the same course when the Finance Bill would 
come up for consideration. 

In the Council of State (Delhi) an anthoritative decision on the limitations 
imposed on the right of putting sapplemontary questions was announced by Sir 
Maneokji Dadabhoy re ; some questions of Pandit H. N. Kunzru. Sir Manekjl 
stated that snpplementaries were intended only to clear up any ambiguity in 
reply given or to extract any further information on the subject dealt with in 

Indian Central Jute Committee’s annual meeting concluded in Calcutta, 
after deciding the programme of work for the next official year. 

The Central Provinces Budget showed a surplus of Rs. 81^000, 

^h 0 Bengal Legislative Assembly passed tnu Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) 
Bill, which penalizes the practice of phooka. 

The Assam Assembly passed the entire demands for grants under police, 
education, public health and registration. 

3rd. Sardar Patel explained the Haripura Congress rosolution on work in Indian 
States in Bombay. Uo said that there could be no Parliamentary activity of 
any kind in the name of the Congress in any State from the date of the passing 
of the resolution at ilaripura. 

A sura of Rs. 1 orore iwas announced to bo spent by the U. P. Government on 
rural and nation-building schemes, according to the Budget 

The Bengal Assembly passed the Government Bill for the renewal of 4 of the 
5 taxation measures passed in 1033 the Electricity Duty lot ; Indian Stamp 
(Bengal Amendment) Act ; Court Fees (siHiond Ammdmvnt) Act ; and the 
Amusements Tax (Amendment) Act which are expected to yield a total revenue of 
Rs. 27 lakhs per annum. 

In the Central Assembly, the Commerce Secretary Mr. H* Dow, replied to 
questions put by Mr. Avinashilingam Chettiar, about the diOioalfcies felt by the 
Indian exporters. Mr. Dow 8tat(‘d, inter alia, that during the 9 months ended 
Beoombor 1937, the balance of trade with Japan was adverse to India by about 
Rs. Z93 lakhs due mainly to heavy fall in IndWa exports of raw cotton to Japan. 

4tli. The Central Legislative Assembly conoludod disoussfon of Mr. A. G. Dow's 
Workmens’ Compensatioa Act Amendmenttllilh 

Professor Hanga’s amendment proposing extension of the Act to persons 
employed in operations for catching or hunting of elephants or wild animals, 
was accepted oy Government and passed. 

The U. P. Assembly discussed the Premier’B motion relating to the participation 
of the Speaker In politics. The Fremior moved : ^*Thls House is of the opinion 
that any non. member who is eleoted as its speaker should not be handicapped 
in his public activities in consequence of his election as speaker and that he 
should be free to take part In political affairs outside the House In his 
discretion”. 

The Secretary of the Bengal Council read a message from the Assembly to 
the efeot that the Lower House had not agreed to the proposal to raise the 
Salary of the Upper House, 

The Bengal Leglsiatlvo Assembly passed the Public Demands BecoTsry 
(Amendment) Bill. 

The Assam Assembly refused the iupplementsry demand for grant of 
Ra. 14.000 for the continuance of the two ofSbes of the Divisional Oowmisstonera. 

In the C. P. Assembly, a BUI proposing new taxation on trades imd professions 
w^ referred to a select Committee. 

In the Council of State, the Finance Secretary rerealed that the Finance 
Department had not seen oonsuited on the change in the Finance Bill procedure. 

Prohibition, as an experimental measure, was amnotmoed to be introduced in 
oertaln districts of the Panjab. 

Sthi. The Central Assemblf rejected 60 out of a total of 80 demands for grants, 
tnoTsd by finaibe Member|***Htepresenting, paany Crores of rupees of essentlia 
expenditure under various On et^t ocqasiois the Oovernmeut demandi^ 
a dtfislon and In each case the Opix^eition had a majority varying from 18 to 94 
the Bihar Budget presented in iie Aaiembiy showed a amau net surplus of Rs 
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1 and one-fourth lahhs : expenditure had been kept down at a low level in order 
to secure a balanced Budget. 

Ihe XJ. P. Legislative Assembly, after debating the subject for two days, passed 
the resolution that the Speaker should be free to participate in political affairs 
outside the House in his discretion. 

Sir Raza Ali, fromer Agent General to the India Government in South Africa, 
received a letter from General Smuts, re ; Indian and South African problems and 
racial developments in the latter country. In his letter, General Smuts remarked, 
‘When India in the near future takes her full place at tthe round table of the 
Commonwealth, she will aford yet another justification for our faith in human 
nature and in the ideal of aemooratio freedom, which are to* day somewhat 
under a oloud’% 

eth. BIr, Subhas Chandra Bose, Congress President, in a statement on the boycott 
of Zanzibar cloves, said : “1 appeal to dealers in cloves, both wholesale and retaiL 
to hand over to the Congress Committees any stock of cloves they might stilt 
be possessing.” 

Lt. Ooh E. J. D. Colvin, Resident of the Gujarat States, at a States Banquet 
at Bansda, paid a tribute to the Ruler for his work for the moral and material 
progress of his people. 

The Imperial Forest Research at Behra Dun submitted a note to the Tariff 
Board urging the need for protection to the paper industry, laying spectul 
stress on the present position of the paper industry and the possibilities of its 
future development. 

Till. In the Central Legislative Assembly, the Opposition rejected the remaining 
SO out of the 80 demands, according to plan as a protest against the exclusion 
from the voted list of part of the expenditure on Defence and External 
affairs* 

In the Legislative Assembly, Sir G. 8 , Bajpai (Secretary, Education, Land and 
Health Department) in answer to Mr, Avinashilingam Ohetty, said that the 
Indian Central Cotton Committee set apart Rs. 30,000 to explore the possibilities 
of manufacturing artificial silk : how the money was proposed to be spent was a 
supplementary question. 

in the Bihar Assembly Mr. Juglal Choudhury introduced the Prohibition Bill 5 
the Bill modelled on the Madras enactment. 

In the Bombay Assembly, there was a discussion regarding the suspension of 
the prison sentence of two persons : the Governments’ action was characterised 
by Mr. Jaranadas Mehta as ‘‘interfering with the independence of the High Court 
of Bombay”— Mr. K, M. Mnushi, Minister for Law and Order said in his reply, 
that once a High Court had convicted a man ho boeamo a prisoner of the 
Government.^ The (government were authorised to release prisoners by suspend- 
ing for the time their sentences, if a case for their release was made out 

The report of the Women’s Education Committee published, on a reference by 
the Central Advisory Board of Education, as to what should be the curriculum of 
girls’ primary schools in India. 

In the House of Commons, Lord Stanley, under Secretary of State for India, 
stated in answer to Mr. Jagger, that he would not intervene in the dispute 
over the Budget procedure between the Govt, of India and the opposition 
partiesj and that opportunities were still available for the Assembly to discuss 
and cntioise defence policy and that the India Secretary, Lord Zetland saw m 
reasons for addressing the Govt, of India. 

»ili. The Cento! Legislative Assembly rejected the motion for the consideration of 
the Fwanoe Bill after the Finance Member had announced that H. 1. the Qover-» 
nor General had restored the Budget grauts in full. 

Sardar Tallabhbhai Patel, in the course of a statement, pleaded for the oartylttg 
out of the settlement arrived at between employers and labour at Ahmedabi^. 

In thp l^ngd Assemby, a motion for a token cat of Rs. ICO from the demand 
AAtmnlstotion, sponwed by the Congress Party, was lost by IM votes 
; jb 6*, . Mr* Pramatha Hath Banerjee, who proposed the cut, criticised the Gov** 
failnt® to efect retrenchment in the admimstotion. He waa 
% aevexal Congress and OoaUtion members. 
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In the C, P. Assembly Dr. 1. Ragbahendra Eao, a former acting Governor 
of 0. P, was aslced by the Speaker of the Assembly to leave the chamber follow* 
ing his refusal to withdraw certain remarks. 

lOth. In the Central Assembly, a full statement as to the stage which has been 
reached regarding the possible accession of Indian States to Federation and the 
facts and considerations which govern the conduct of negotiations with the Rulers 
for this purpose, was made bv Sir James Grigg, in the absence of Bit N. K 
Sircar (Law Member). According to the provisions of the Government of India 
Act of 1935, ran the statement, the Federation of India Act can bo established 
only if the requisito number of Rulers of States as laid down in the Act, accede 
by executing the Instrument of Accession, which His Majesty accepts, and after 
each House of Parliament has presented an address to His Maiesty praying him 
to declare by proclamation that there shall be united in a Federation of India 
the Governors' Provinces and the acceding Indian States. It will then be lawful 
for His Majesty to make the proclamation establishing the Federation in which 
the Chief Commissioners' Provinces will also bo incladed. 

In the Council of State, there was a discussion on military expenditure : Pandit 
H. N. Kunzru and Byod Hosjun Imam of the Progressive Party suggested several 
ways of redistributing defence expenditure and at the same time, work for a re- 
duction of military expenditure. 

In the C. P. Asssmbly, there was unanimous support for the Prohibition Bill. 

The Indian Legislative Assembly rejected the Finance Bill recommended by 
the Viceroy by 08 votes to 40. This marked the end of the Finance Bill in the 
Lower House. The Bill was thereafter placed on the table of the Council of 
State with the certification of the Governor-General. 

In the Bombay Assembly, an interesting point regarding the privileges of Far* 
liamentary Secretaries was raised : the Speakar said that he had given his rnling 
that a Parliamentary Secretary with the authority of the Minister-m-oharge could 
speak on behalf of the Government. But when the Minister was present and the 
Parliamentary Socrotary had no authority to speak on behalf of the Government, 
he could speak in his Individual oapaolty, 


1 lilt. In the Bongat Assembly, the plan of a Commission to Inquire into ' BengaFs 
Land Laws was subjected to a close somtiny. A debate was raised, criticising the 
constitutions and torms of reference of the propsed Land Revenue Commission* 
Mr. A, E. Fasslttl Huq, the Premier, and Sir B. P. Bingh Boy, the Revenue 
Member, explained how the matter stood and repudiated the suggestion that on 
this question the Oovornment were proceeding in a hole and corner fashion* 

In the Bombay Assembly, the Government spokesman, Hon, Mr. K* M. Munshh 
Minister for Law & Order, stated that the proposed volunteer crops set up to 
assist the Police would not pursue Oongross propaganda. 

In the Ben^l ]l^islativd Council, keen resentment was expressed at the manner 
in which the J^eglslative Assembly had refused to consider the amendments pro* 
posed by the Upper House to the Bengal Legislative Chambers (PiesidenPs and 
Speakers Salaries) Bill 

Bhai Paramanand, the Hindu Mahasahha leader, addressing a gathering at 
Nagpur, said that the task of rejecting the Federal constitution was fuBle. 


The Calcutta University decided to modify the design of the University erest 
so as to represent a full blown lotus with a lotus bud in the centre, surround^ 
by the rays of the Sun, the whole enoircied by the University motto, *Uaiver* 
sity of Calcutta— Advancement of Learning.'* 

Russel, Malaria Investtgatlon oiloer, RooWeller Foundation, in address- 
the Madras Rotary Club on Malaria, emphasised the fact that it was devltt* 
Using the effect of malaria rather than lt» comparativdy low fatality rate which 
made the disease the scourge of India. 

ISHt. Mr. Subhas C^ndra Bose In a speech In Chlontta said that the psychologtoal 
when Indiana should press their united demands on the 
present moment, were pnwerteas to resist them* 
afte Gwrilor I^glilaave OcuaoU passed a Bill for the iateodnofclon of prohiMtton 
in tne wnoie otate. 
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14t3i. The Mysore Government formed a Political Affairs ^ Committee to deal with 
qnestions reIaHn^? to Mysore joining the propo.sod Federation. 

All Bengal Political Prisoners' Day : In support of the Congress demand for the 
immediate and unconditional release of detenus and political prisoners, a demons- 
tration was held in Calcutta, under the chairmanship of Mr, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
.President of the Congress* 

An account of the activities of the Anglo-Indians and Domiciled European Fede- 
ration was given at the annual meeting of that body held in Calcutta, 

Useful devices for improving agricultural methods and farming in India wore 
discussed by the advisory body and ancillary Committees of the Imperial Counoii 
of Agricultural Research at Delhi. 

15tL In the Bengal Assembly, the Home Member informed the Eouso that terror- 
ism was not quite dead, secret propaganda continued and arms remained hiddon 
away* 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly voted without a division the Home Ministor'a 
demand for the grant of Bs. !t0,789,000 for expenditure under the head Police, 

The Kathiawar States jointly considered the question of thoir entry into the 
Federation. 

In the United Provinces, the establishment of 40 centres for spreading education 
in each district, according to a scheme being considered by the Education Minister* 

16ili. At the Behar Provincial Muslim League Conference, Mr* S, A. Azfx, President, 
made an appeal to Congress to meet the demands of minority communities. 

In the Punjab Legislative Assembly, the Premier, in a statementf declared that 
the Cabinet were prepared to resign, if the verdict of the House went against them 
on the Shahidganj Issue* 

ITtli* In the Punjab Assembly, the Congress members walled out of the Eouso, 
following a remark by the Premier that 9D per cent, of the bad characters had 
joined the Congress* This was subsequently repudiated by the Premier, 

In the Bengal Assembly, consideraole heat was introduced into the proceedings, 
when the demand for grant for Iducation came up for considoratioa : The occa- 
sion for this was a remark by Mr. Hasan Ispahan!, a member of tho co^ition 
party, who alleged that the vioe-Ohancellor of the Calcutta University gtve im- 
portant University posts to his relations, who drew between them a lakh of Eupees 
in salaries. This caused an uproar among Congress members. 

In the Bombay Assembly, the Minister for Law and Order announced the un- 
willingness of the Government to remove the ban on books which directly incited 
communal bitterness. 

ISth. Mr. E B. 'Whitehead, in his addeess at a general meeting of tho Indian Min- 
ing Association in Calcutta, made a survey of the problem of the ooa! industry. 

In the Bengal Assembly, daring the disenssion on the Education Budget, the 
Premier declared that it was not possible to introduce free compulsory primary 
education in the province without imposing a tax* 

In the Bombay Assembly, the Speaker gave a ruliiig to the effect that an 
amendment to a statute could not be suggested while a out motion was under 
disoussfon. 

The Central Assembly passed the Trades Disputes Bill (as amended) and the Bill 
to amend the Hindu Women's Eight to Proper^ Act of 1937, 

Mahatma Gandhi and the Home Minister of Bengal had a long talk on the ques- 
tion of release of political prisoners in Calcutta— records were shown to the 
Mahatmaji* 


Jn the Smdh Assembly, the party leaders met the Governor and discussed the 
sitotlon CTj&ated by the Ministry's defeat In the Assembly, 

In the Bengal Assembly, the Government plane for resuscitation of dying rivers 
and waterways were explained* 


li, Mr*, Subhas C^andira Bose called the Congress Councillors in the CWoutta Oor* 
pmdOrHlongtessndeti and called for purge at a Calcutta meeting, 

conttaued his negotiaUons with the Bengal Homo Minister 
rejiasae of the remaining detenus and political prisoners, 
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21ft. Bea^al Oougress leaders ooiaferriDg with the leaders of the seooession groups of 
the coalitioa paity regarding the formation of a new ministry. 

In the Oounoil of State, all sections contributed to the debate raised in order 
to find work for the Federal Court in the form of GitII and Criminal appeals. 

The Sindh Ministry resigned following an adverse budget vote, and the leader 
of the United Party formed a new Ministry in coalitioa with the Hindu Indepen- 
dent Party. 

In the Bengal Assembly, the competence of the provincial legislature to consider 
measures regarding stamp duty and duty on consumption of electricity was 
questioned. 

The Government of India issued a communique giving further particulars of 
trade agreement with South Africa and the ovonts neocssitating such au agreement. 

The steps taken by tho 0. P. Government to improve the condition of agricul- 
turists were explained by tho Education Minister in tho Assembly, 

Mahatma Gandhi had an interview with Lord Brabourne in Oaloutta, re : 
release of Detenus and Political Prisoners. 


22nd, In tho Oounoil of State, thcro was a disturbance when the Finance Bill wat 
taken up for consideration— tho Opposition made a final protest against the 
removal of certain defence and external affairs grants from the votahle list. 

In the Orissa Assembly, tho Promlor made an annoanoemeut regarding the 
Industrial policy of tho Ministry. 

In the Bihar Assembly, a I^arliamontary secretary made a statement regarding 
the question of inadequacy of roprosentation of Anglo-Indians In tho sorvioaa 
and the strictness of domicile rules. 

In the C. P. Assembly, the whole of the Budget was passed. 

The Council of State passed tho Finance Bill as recommended by the Governor 
General. 

In the Bombay Assembly, the Speaker gave a ruling to the effect that a member 
who had been hitherto speaking in English, could speak in any other language 
provided ho felt that he could express himself hotter ou the subject in that 
particular language. 


23rd, Death of Els Highness tho Maharaja of Patiala# 

In the Bengal Oounoil, tho Prosident gave an important ruling on the Province’s 
powers in respect of taxation, during the consideration of the Expiring Laws BitL 
In the Bihar Assembly, tho policy of tho Bihar Ministry rogarding the improve- 
ment of public health in tho province was outlined. 

24th# The Bengal Legislative Council passed the Bengal Expiring I^aws Bill of 1938# 
The All India Moslem League resolved to assert itself as a definite party in the 
politics of tho Central Legislaturo. 

In the l^mgal Legislative Assembly, two important Budget demands, one 
plating to Debt Oonoiliation Boards and the other reiating to the Co-operative 
Department were passed. 

Mahatma Gandhi, before leaving for Orissa from Calcutta, made an appeal to 
workers and the public not to hold demonstrations and meetings and the file and 
to tho prisonera and detenus to be patient while negotiatlooa on the question ol 
their release were going on# 


26th. Sir Maurice Gwyer stressed the need for -freedom of thought In the ooume 
of hi8 address at the Convocation of the Delhi University# 

Mahatma Gandhi made a statement in the to the effect that the 

communal riots in AUahabad-*headquarfcers of the Oongresa— and the neoeasity 
for the poMoe and even the military^ show 8xat the Congress is not 

yet fit to suhstitute ia Xndla# ‘The Congress olaims”, oonttnmea 

Mahatma Gandhi, ^to represent the whole of India, not merely those few who are 
on the Congress Eegister# It should represent even ttioae who are hostile to It 
and who wUt even crush Jt If they coulA’^ 

«waM4ftlwge mjatltf of J35 vatm to «7 on ae imoe 

agp;, a. 
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A reference to closer contact between the business community and the Calcutta 
Uniyersity with a view to finding careoi*s for educated youth was made at the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce mooting. 

29tli, In the Bihar Council, Mr. Srilcrislina Sinha (the Premier) replying to the 
general discussion on the Budget said that resuscitation of the village panohayat 
system, with a view to making theVilla^yos autonoraons and homogeneous 'units, was 
the ideal which the Government was striving to achieve. 

The Orissa Assembly carried by a large majority a resolution against Federation 
moved by Mr. Nityananda Kanungo, the Revenue Minister. 

In the Sindh Assembly, a statement of the policy which the Bindh Cabinet 
would pursue was made. The Premier assured the House, that they would be guid- 
ed by the national aspirations of the people of this country in accordance with the 
peoaliar needs and oiroumstanoos of the Province. 

SOth. In the Bihar Assembly, the Education Minister stated that the Premier and he 
himself had undertaken to teach a batch of 30 persons each as their contribution 
to the voluntary service scheme designed to remove illiteracy from the masses. 

At the annual meeting of the British Indian Association, the Maharajadhiraj of 
Bnrdwan dwelt on the duty of landholders towards their tenants. 

Slit. The Central Assembly passed the third reading of Mr. B. Das^s Bill to amend 
the Sarda Act by 87 to 13 votes. 

In the Bengal ICotinoil, considerable progress was made with the Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, when most of the oontroversial provisions of the Bill ^wero 
passed in the form in which they had emerged from the Lower House. 


APRIL 1938 

Chief Eventi ;“^Mah6tma Gandhi^s talks with the Beng^al Home 
Minister on the release of political prisoners continued— C* P. Law 
Minister's resignation on the issue of the release of a non-political 
convict’—Income-Tax Amendment Bill discussed in the Central 
Assembly— Qandhi-Viceroy interview at Delhi— Gandhi-Jinnah-Nehru 
talks and corrcspondonce on Hindu-Moslem Unity— Constitutional 
crisis in Orissa over the appointment of Governor. 

lit. The arrival of Mahatma Gandhi in Caloutta from Berbo! (Assam). 

In the Central Assembly, Mr. SatyamurtI moved the following resolution : 
^‘The Assembly recommends to the (Governor General in Council that no steps 
should be taken to conclude a fresh Indo-British Trade Agreement or any trade 
agreement of a similar nature without first consulting the Assembly^-^-after some 
discussion the resolution was eventually passed. 

The U. P. Government’s Prohibition Scheme came into force in the Btah and 
Mainpuri districts* 

The Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry opened its 
eleventh session at Delhi. 

In Calcutta, the Congress “Working Committee met to consider the possibility of 
the Congress forming a Coalition Ministry in Assam. 

In the Bihar Assembly, the Premier moved a Bill to implement the Oongrewa* 
Zamindar agreement and part of the Government programme to afford relief to 
the tenants. 

The Central Assembly carried two reaolntions against the Governmeni the 
trst urging the establishment of a University for Peshawar and the second cri-^ 
ticking the secrecy of the Indo-British Trade negotiations. 

In the Cochin Council, the Dewan and President stated : ‘‘It is the intention 
pi theJSbemn Government to refiuesfc Eis Highness to promulgate a compreben* 
mye Constitution Act for the Btate. The Act under which the Legislative 
OouEbi* is now lunotioning is an act which deals enolusively wi& the powers 
f^sponsibihtles of the Ooohiu Legislature. But the new Aot, we contemplate, 
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will be a more comprehensive Act containing provisions for the constitution of 
the Cochin Government”, 


2nd. The Congress ‘Working Committee, in Calcutta, adopted a resolution on the 
subjects of disoriminatioa against commercial enterprises in India. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s views were embodied in the resolution, as stated in the 
“•Young India” and then amplified in the “Harijan” : “India has the right to 
discriminate, if that word must be used, against non-national interests whenever 
and wherever the interests of ludia demand or require it.” 

The Cochin Legislative Council passed a resolution recommending the abolition 
of nntonchability tn the State. 

An indication of the extant to which the landlord element in the United 
Provinces will accept the Ministry’s rent and land revenue proposals was given 
by the Nawab of Ohhatari at a meeting of the Boot and Revenue Committee of 
the Legislature, 

A rift in the Congress Soodalist party announced in Lahore wilh tho resigna- 
tion of 23 members of that Party, 


Ztd. Mahatma (4andhi deprecated certain inaccurate press reports on his talks with 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Horae Minister, Bengal, in connexion with the release 
of political prisoners and dotmins. 

The Congress Working Committee disenssod in Calcutta questions regarding the 
formulation of a practical so home for minimising eoramunal disturbances, and the 
evolving of a formula for the Congress party m the Bengal Assembly to enable 
them to work in collaboration with other progressive groups with a view to 

O effect to the progrararae of tho Congress Parliamentary Board. Mahatma 
1 participated m the delilieratlons. 

Mahatma Gandhi, in tho courso of a statement, contradicted a press report that 
he was asking for assurances from political prisoners, ^ 


4%h. H, E. the Commander In Chipf explained In tho Council of State tho ofr- 
^mstanoea leading to the discussion between tho War office and the India 

viuoe. 

Dr. Moonjo, referring to Mr. Jinnali’a demands, said to have been sabmitted to 
the Congress, said that any deoisioa taken without tho consent of tho Hinda 
Mahasabha would be an erparte dooision and that tho Uindns would not be 
bound by them. 

Conforenoe, Mr. V. D. Pandit, Minister for 
Igoal Self-Government, reph»l to Congress critics of tlio Congross. He observed. 
The remedy lay not in the hands of the Ministry but in tho hands of those who 
formed the party. If the Ministry had failoi to como up to their ejp^ations, 
Oongrmmen must share the blame for that failure buoause they had not perfected 
their Mnonoe in the local sphere with a view to changing the tone of adminis- 
tration and tho outlook of publio servants". ‘w u auuuma 

Bil,. The ingress Working Oommittoe mot the C. P. Law Minister Mr. Sharesf, 
who resigned following the controversy over the release of a oonviot. The Work- 
Ing Committee dwided to appoint an independent tribunal to advise the Committee 
whether the Law M Ulster’s aotion in rsloasmg a non-politioal prisoner was proper 
in the exoroise of his powers of disorstion. 
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6tk. The Bengal Governor presided snet mads some 
time of work at the joint annaal meeting of the 
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7th In tbe Central Legislative Assembly the Provincial Oovornment, Chambers of 
Commerce and Commercial bodies expressed their views oa the recommendations 
of the Income-tax Enquiry Committee. . . . 

In the Bihai Assembly, taxation of Moslem religious trusts formed the subject 
matter of discussions ; the discussions arose out of a question of exemption of 
Wakf property from the operation of the Bihar Agriculture Income-tax Bill. 

8th Mahatma Gandhi, in connection with the discussions with the Government of 
Bengal about the release of political prisoners, interviewed 14 K^'fpilatioa III 
prisoners and four women political prisoners at the Presidency Jail, Calcutta. 

^ The Council of State passed the Bill to amend the Sarda Act. 

In the Central Assembly, Mr. Ananta Sayanam Iyengar’s resolution for a 
Retrenchment Committee to scrutinise Central expenditure was carried. 

As a result of the activities of the Imperial Agricultural Research Institute, 
there has been tangible increase in the income of the cultivator. 

9th The Orissa Cabinet considered the report of the Orissa Socrefariat Ecorgani- 
Nation Committee and decided on a reallocation of portfolios. 

In the Council of State, a statement was presented giving particulars of 
the course which the Government of India proposed to follow in regard to the 
recommendations adopted by luternational Labour Conference, 

The Bombay Government approved of the suggestion of tho Legal Education 
Committee for the establishment of a full time Law College in Bombay. 

The Congress participation in the work of tho Mysore Constitutiona! Reforms 
Committee to be decided at a meeting of tho Congress Workers in ibo Htato. 

lOihr Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose urged mass contact witli Moslems an<l srjhodnled 
castes in addressing the annual meeting of the Bengal Provincial Committ^»o. 

The Nizam’s Government issued a communique deploring communal riots at 

^Ihe^^Orlssa Seorotarlat Reorganization Committee’s report was submitted to flic 
Government with the observations : “A Secretary’s work under Provimsial Autonomy 
throws a greater responsibility upon him than he had under tho old constitution ; 
for the Minister to whom lie tenders advice is entitled to rely upon him 
absolutely for his knowledge of the rules and existing practice and (procedure, nnd 
for the knowledge which comes from administrative experi<mco, whon*as under 
the old constitution the Bocrotary was dealing with a superior who, vtn‘y often, 
had a greater administrative exporionco and a greater knowledge of tho rules 
and procedure than the Secretary himself”. 

In the Central Assembly, a compromise between tho Congress Group and the 
Government arrived at regarding the further progress of tho Finance Member’s 
Income-Tax Amendment Bill 

Mahatma Gandhi and Sir K. Nazimuddin mot again in Calcutta to discuss ways 
and means of accelerating the release of politicals. 


lith. As a result of a compromise botwoen tho Opposition, fn tho Central Assembly, 
and the Finance Member, the Income-Tax Amendment Bill was eiroalatcd for 
eliciting public opinion. 

The Bengal Oovornment’s plans for the rehabllitaiion of tho Oo-oporativo move- 
ment in the province were outlined by Mr. M. B. MuHick. 

B. 1. The Viceroy gave his assent to Mr. B. 0as’s Bill to amend the child 
Marriage Restraint Act, 


12ih. The Central Assembly agreed to the Pinanoo Member’s motion for rcjferenco 
of the Income-tax Amendment Bill to a Beleot Committee and adjourned m'm dio, 
Mr. Jawahar La!^ Nehru, in a statement, oondemned exaggerated reports of tho 
communal tension in Allahabad. 

Mahatma Gandhi left Calcutta for Dolhl to moot the Viceroy. Mahafruajl 
Issued a statement on the ejSforts lor the release of political prisoners. ^’1 have 
BOW to write a letter to Sir K- Nazimuddiu Bummarising my suggestions, 
which, 1 am «^sured, will be considered by the Oovornment as spoodfly m possible 
and definite decisions taken, a process, which it Is expeoted, will be completed 
, within one month. It is hoped, however, that deoisloaa may be taken mnoh 
earlier and if it becomes necessary for me to return to Calcutta I shall do so 
nroidded^ of coarse^ my health permits* 
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14t!i. Mr. Sixbhas Chandra Boso appoalod to Moslems to join the Congress, in 

addressing a mooting at Contai. 

A Gazottee of India extraordinary annotmcod feho restoration of some of the 
domamls refused by the Central Assembly. 

Mr, Jawharlal Nehru, in a statement, at Allahabad, deprecated repeated Kisan 
demonstrations, as, ho said, they wore being made cheap and ridionlous. 

15th. Ois Excolloncy tho Viceroy granted an inforviow fo Mahatma Gandhi, which 
lasted for over 1 and a half hours. At the conclusion of the Interview tho following 
communlquo was issued : ‘Towards tho end of March, H. E, the Viceroy wrote 

to Mr. Gandhi to say that it would give him pleasure to renew their acquaintance 

l)efore II. E. moved to Simla, and suggostirtg that it might bo oonvenlont for 
Mr. Gantlhi to nay him a visit if ho could nass through Delhi on his way horn 
Calcutta. Ilis ExooIIoacy aided that he had no hpocial business to discuss with 
Mr. Gaidhi, but would woloomo an opportunity of seeing him again. 

!6th. Tho Committoo appoluofi in tho Uuitfd previnof's to inquire Into tho Working 
oi tho local bodies, proposod drastrlc (shunges in thoir administration, 

Tho Political AlTaira Committee of Mysore hf*Id thoir inangtiral session. 

A joint session of tho A II- India Trade Union Congress and the National Trade 
Union Federation held at Nagpur. A rosolution on unity was passed. 

Tho Prosideut of tho Bengal and Assam Lawyers' confuranco in his address 
critioisod tho rules regarding recruitment of judicial ofhccra, 

17th. Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Presiihmt, All India Moslem Ix>aguo, fn his Mrm at a 
spe(dal session of tho l^ortguo in Calcutta, appeaknl to botli cemmanltios to roallze 
thoir moral obligatiotiS to each othfjr, 

Five norsons wero kiilod and 70 injured in a communal riot which broke out 
in Bombay. 

18th. “India was most probably Invading towards a iponulation record, hut not to- 
wards a crisis”, dociarod tho Director of the All India Jnstitule of Hygiene and 
Public ilcalth, Calcutta, arhiressing a confcronco ia Bombay. 

A r(}Hclution on the Huhid/puij mosque dlsinttij had an easy p^msage at the 
Moshjm Longue’s sitting in Calcutta, the l^unjab Ministry being given full authority 
to bring about a settlement witli the Bikhs. 

19th. Kofororioo to the working of provincial autonomy and tho proposed Ail 
India Federation was ma'ic by the viceroy in replying to the Peshawar Muni- 
cipality’s address of wcicnmo. Ilis hkcollenioy remafJfKl, •on a broad view, wo 
can claim that tho first yrar of provincial Icgislatunm have shown Imagination 
and responsibility in n high dogreo”. 

40 out of 41 political prisoners relcasisl In Bihar* 

A “Council of Action” consisting of ttoven of the leading talumlars of Oudh 
formod to act on their behalf in regard to tho Ooverumout’a land revonue 
and rent proposals. 

20th. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Issued a statomont on agrarian reform fn the C. P. 
in which he commented on the abandonment of the proposed ftisan demonstra- 
tion in Lucknow. 

In the Bihar Assembly, tho Agricultural Incomo-Tajc Bill was vehemently 
opposed by some members. 

In the U, P. Assomidy, on a point of order raised over the Introduction of the 
Tonanoy Bill, tho Speaker consulted the Ooveraor regarding the question ol his 
sanction to the measure. 

8!r Honry Oraik, Qorornor of tho Punjab, adlrosaing tljo Indian Chamber of 
Commoroo at Lahore dofondoil tho ru[>oo slorllng ratio. 

21rt. Two porBons boliovnd to fmvo boon kllloil and 50 injarod as tho result of 
Fronoh Inaian troops oponlng flro on a mob of strikers near Pondiohory, 

In the C, P. Assembly, thoro was a lively debate ea tho Non-ofllolal Mombeni* 
Emolumonts Bill. 

Ihere was an agroemoni in Allahabaii, between tho authoritlos and tho Mostoma 
re^rdlng the observanoo of tho Chohlum ooremony. 

Death of Sir Mahomod loJha!. ihn fewiMM nm»*. 
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Mahatma Gandhi, opening the Vidya Mandir School at Wardha, said tliat while 
Herr Hitler was achieving his goal through tho sword, ho was doing so through 
peace. 

At Kohat. H, E the Ticoroy, replying to joint address by; tho District Boanl 
and the Municipality, expressed appreciation of tho marked interest of tho h ren- 
tier Ministry In education. 

22nd. In Lucknow, two persons were killed and 28 injured in a SUia-Suiml fdnsh. 

In Delhi, a clash occurred betweea the Police and the Shias and about 24 persons 
were injured, _ ^ , 

In Lahore, twenty thousand Moslems prayed at the graveside of Sir Muiiummad 
Iqhal who was interred in a grassy plot boside tho historic laiilding of tlio 
Badsahi mosque. 

The existing concession to tho glass manufacturing industry by way of a rcimto 
duly on imported Soda ash extended for two years according to the Oovernmont 
of India resolution. 


23rd. His Excellency the Yiceroy emphasized the need for cheap oloctricity rates 
when he opened the Malakand Hydro-oleotric Scheme m tho N. W.*F. L’rovnico, 

Mahatma Gandhi, in an article in the Harijan, enjoined upon Congress ministers 
strict observance of moral principles in the discharge of tholr duty. 

In the Bombay Legislative Assembly, in tho debate on tho Education Hill, tho 
House carried an amendment unanimously urging tho appointment of m(m with 
educational experience on school boards. 

In Allahabad, Pandit Jawharlal Nehru advisod Kisans not to place any oiwtaclo 
In the way of tho smooth working of tho Congress ministries. 

24tli. Lord Lothian concluded a series of articles entitled “Now India” a[)poaring lu 
the “Observer”. He remarked, “India is now strongly nationalist but she has 
yet to achieve that inner unity in spirit and language and mental oonilderico among 
her communities, States and provinces to enable her to stand firmly on lior 
own logs.” 

The Bihar Premier stated at Patna that the zamindars had fallen from tholr 
Ideal and quoted Mahatma Gandhi’s view that thoy should act like trustous of 
their property. 

The Bengal Hindu Sabha, at their moeting in Calcutta, appealed to Maiiatma 
Gandhi not to conclude his negotiations with Mr. Jiuuah without consulting tho 
non-Congress political organizations. 

The D. P. Government issued a notiSoatlon dealing with a report of tho Cawa- 
pore Labour Inquiry Committee for eliciting public opinion. 

Mahatma Gandhi attended tho meeting of the All India Educafion Board and 
explained the fundamental principle of Basic Education, designed to solve all 
present evils in India. Its foundations, ho said, were truth and non-violonoo. 
Indian civilization, being essentially a rural civilization, Basic Education aimed at 
the revival of rural civilization through village handicrafts. 


25t!i. In the IT. P. Assembly, the Premier made a statement threatening to tako 
severe action against persons irrespective of their status and tho prospect of tho 
imposition of punitive police. 

In the Bihar Assembly, Moslem members vehemently opposed tho principle of 
taxing Moslem charitable properties, when the House resumed discussion of tho 
Agricultural Income-Tax Bill 

Some troops moved to Sikar, near Jaipur, where the Eao Raja romalned 
entrenched in his fort. 


26t]i. A campaign against mass illiteracy inaugurated in Bihar. 

The Bihar Assembly passed the Prohibition Bill 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru’s efforts to find a solution of tho quostiou of tho 
, Oonaress flag vs. the “Red” flag proved to be sucoessfuf. AU wore agreed that there 
should be one flag, and that no % which was a rival to tho Congress flog should 
be patronized by the members of the “Eisan” Sabha. 

About TO Moslem women wer^ present at a meeting of the provincial branch 
of the All India Moslem Ladies’ Conference in Calcutta. 
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27th. The Federal Court of India likely to register its first case on a referenoo now 
under oontomplation, about the act -passed by the G. P. Legislature imposing 
a tax on tho sale of petrol. 

lo the U. P. Assembly, tho Speaker gave Lis ruling that a Minister had tho 
absolute discretion on tho matter of rofdyirig to questions, 

I’he Bihar Assembly discussed the Moaoylonders’ Bill which aimed at generally 
giving relief lo rural debtors. 

Tho Bombay Government decided: to restrict tho scope of the City Police Act 
Amendment Bill to deal with communal distui bimces, 

28lh, Mahatma Gandhi had an Interview with Mr. dinnaL at Bombay regarding tlie 
communal question. A joint statement was issne^l : bad three hours* friendly 

conversation over tho Hindu Muslims question, and tho matter will bo imrsuod 
further.” 

The Mysore Government issued a ooramuniquo giving a detailed account of the 
rioting on April 25, at Viduraswathara. 

29th. In Oiissa, a constitutional crisis apprfdierid^d over flio question of appointment 
of Mr. J. H. Dain as the acting Governor. Alahalrna Chtndlii, in his statement re : 
the appointment, said : “The whole of tlm sting lies in a suboirlinato officiu* be- 
coming tho acting Governor of the Province, with whom the Ministers are 
oxpootod to work and almost daily submit docuraimts for his signature and have 
him to preside at their meetings. It is uubucoming ami reduces autonomy to a 
farce”, 

Mahatma Gandhi issued a statomtujt from Bombay re : Mysore Hots. Bo said ; 
“I suggest that tho best and only remedy for the Maharaja and his advisers is to 
divest thf} Government of its autocracy and make poi)uIar roprasentatives resport- 
siblo for tho administration in Mysore”. 

Mahatma Gandhi wired to Mr. Bubhas Chandra Boso, to proceed to Bombay to 
continue the talks on communal issue with Mr. Jinnah. 

30th. Following the settlement of the dh5i>uie bolwaen tho Eno Raja of Bikar and 
the Maharaja of Jaipur through tho personal iaf(*rv(mfion of Mr. A. 0. Ii)tidan, 
Agent to (ho Oovornor (hmcral, Hajputana Hlates, Rikar was rapidly retnrufug to 
normal. Tho terms of the Bettlcment Included the caneidlatiori of tho visit which 
was tho itnintniiaie oau.so of the truublo. Utiiers hicludi'il the calling off of tho 
strike ul Rikar and the dcparturo of Eao h’nja to Ajmtr atid tlicnco to Jaipur. 

A final attempt. was made by ilis BxcHllcncy the Governor, Bir John iluhhaek, 
to persuade the Ministry not to pr<*cipitate a urisls over the appointment of Mr. 
J. K. Bain as a<jting Governor of the Provincu. 

The President of the Indian Koads ami Transport Dovclopment Association ro- 
ferrod to railroad rivalry, in reviewing the Associulton’s uclivittcH nt its annual 
meeting. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Neliru in a press statemout oommentud on the “failure” of tho 
League of Nations to avert wars and to “cheek” the aggressor and protect the law* 
abidnig among the rmtious. lie fuithet said : “A great emint^y like India and m 
organ inat ion IIko (lio Imlian Nutioiiai CIoiigrcsH must lU'Oiiswarily, ttt aijy timu, nay 
attenfion to tim inlorualional iiffnir.s anti luy down thoir policy in regtrrd to iliem”. 

«“ •'‘oHiliar Assomlily. n compromise 'brtmRhl; ftbent lictwocu tho (fovornmont 
and tno luosloms i»y Miinlaiia Alml Kalara Azad on tho niiostion of wakfs of a pri- 
vato nature, when tho Agricultural .Ineomo-Tax Bill was hoing disuussod, 
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Chief Events ; — The oouBtitutimml ctisifl in Oriasa over tho 
appointmout of Governor continued““Mahatmn*M oxtensive tour in the 
frontier ^ I’rovinco proachitiix iion-violenco— Flag controverBy and 
1 oiico firing ill th« Mysoro Stato— Jinnah-Boso talks iu Bombay on 
Communal Unity— ParalyBiiiK Mill Strike in Cawnpore. 


PartjT in tho Orissa AssernWy passed a rosolution aakiiic tho 
Ministry to roma If the appointmeat of Mr. -J. B. Dain, as acting Oovornor 
was not ooncollod. 
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The Rao Raja of 8ilar arrived in Jaipur and called on His Highness the 
Maharaja. 

Proposals to regulate child labour in workshops expected to be formulated out 
of the replies received from the Provincial Governments and other interested bodies 
to the Government of India’s circular letter on the subject. 

Dr. Syed Mahmud, Education and Development Minister, Bihar, in opening a 
Conference of officials and non-officials said, ‘^of the fundamental problems on 
the solnticn of which depends the agricultural prosperity of our province, the 
problems of fuel, fodder, fragmentation and finance appear to me to be basic ones”, 
Mahatma Gandhi, on arrival at Nowshera, 25 miles from Peshawar, was accord- 
ed a magnificent reception by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan and the Hod Shirts. 

2nd. fhe Orissa Premier announced that the Orissa ^ministry had decided to resign 
on the acting Governorship issue. 

Jhe Bombay Assembly passed all the three readings of the Bill to amend the 
Races Licensing Act. 

The Bihar Assembly adopted an amendment to the Agricultural incomo-tax: Bill 
according to which all trusts and endowmonls, whether Hindu or Mosh‘m, for 
public purposes shall be exempted from the tax. lu tlio case of Wakf- 
ul-Alaulad, the income of the beneficiaries is to bo taxed, the tax being realisstMl 
from the trustee. 

The Bihar Premier made an important statomimt in tho Assembly enunciating 
the principles governing appointment to public services in the province. Tho 
statement was made in response to a demand for leprcsentation of Chota Nagpur 
in the services. 

The Orissa Assembly met to consider tho Orissa Touancy Act (Amondmont) Bill. 

The Premier, addressing a Bihar Police Oonforouco, said that it was necessary 
for the force to have no part in politics. 

The Bombay Legislative Assembly passed the Bill to amend the Bombay 
Primary Education Act 

Chief Secretary of the Travancoro Government and leader of the Deputation 
to the Commerce Member of the India Government urged tho need for raising tlin 
j^port duty on copra from Ceylon for the protection of oocoanut industry of 
AiaiaDar, 


3rd. The Orissa Assembly passed the Tenancy Amendment Bill, 

The Bihar Assembly passed the Agricultural Income-Tax Bill. 

4tli. Mahatma Gandhi had an interview with H. E. tho Governor of tho Frontior 
Province at Peshawar. 

The Ministerial crisis in Orissa averted by the dooision of Sir John Ilubhafsk to 
canoe! his leave. Satisfaction provided all over India ovor tho successful 
solution of the crisis. 

In the Bihar Asembly, the evils of the dowry system wore omphasissod by 
several speakers when the Behar Dowry Rostraint Bill introduced to eradicate the 
undesirable practice. 

More amenities for political prisoners were proposed by the U. P. Jails Reforms 
(^ramittee in its report. Among other things tho Ooramittoo suggested that all poU- 
tical prisoners should be ooncentrated In one or more jails and that there should 
be teedom of association for political prisoners amongst tliomselves, a daily patnir 
of their own choice should be provided at tho cost of the Govornmont and any 
other magazines and books allowed at their own cost. 

Mahatma Gandhi, replying to an address of welcorao at 
bate to Ehau Abdul Gaflfar Khan as the man who had 
tho Fathans. 


Peshawar, paid a irU 
taught non-violoncc to 


aumbor (13,236) of Indian labourors rotnmod borao 
from MaIaya-«-4940 were repatriated. 

passed by tho Lower Uouso was 

taken up for consideration olauso by clause. 

grS^C§e“Sridif®^ tho Frontior~ho was 

^0 "thor than State flags and 
SaT ^.®®'®‘’®^ Mysore Oovoraraoat had no 

Wish to mtorfere with the use of any colours, flag or other emblem used 
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eithnr to indicate in a poaoeful and nnprovr, native manner political opinions or 
proposals inlondod for tlio auod of the siitijeots of thu Stato, so Ions as ttiosa 
were not inoompatihlo with loyalty to tho Ruiur and were advocated m a 
peaceful and loyal manner. 

6th. The Bihar Assembly passed a resolution opposing the Federal Scheme 
for Tndia 

Mahatma Gandhi left Peshawar on <*1 two days’ four of the Frontier villages.- ^ 

At a Bombay meeting of the Anglo-Indians and Domiciled European Associa- 
tion, the Premier, the Eon. Mr, B. G. Khor adv'sed the Anglo-Indians not to 
cast longing glances at the West, hut to throw themselves heart and soul into 
tho life and movement around them. . . ^ / 

Mnhatma Gandhi, in tho course of !rs Frontier lour, addressed a gathering oi 
women whom ho exhorted to tako pari in tho freedom movemout. 

7th. Sardar Vallabhhhai Patel mot flic Bowan of Mysore with a view to arriving 
at a *settlomeat hotwoon the Riate Congress and tho Govornmont the ilag 

oontrovorsyif among thf' issues raised 

Twenty thousand Pathans heard Mahatma Gandhi m pin-drop when no 

expounded at Mardan his creed of non-violmice and praised x?*’" 

gars, or Servants of God, men who under tiio Jleadership of Khan Abdul Giianar 
Khan, the I^rcmier’s brother, spread tho message of tho OongresH iix tho 
Frontier Provinces. ^ 

The Employers’ Aasociaiion afipointed a suh-oommitoe to examine po report 
of the Oawnpore Labour Impiiry Committee on tho textile dispute in that oily. 

8ih. Prosicling at tho Jaipur Rtate Rnhjocts’ Couforonoo, Roth Jamnalal Baja} expressed 
the Congress attitude towards Indian States, . « a 

Mahatma Oamlhi concluded his tour of tho Frontier. Tho flag controversy camo 
to an end in Mysore. 

9ih. Bardar Patel addressed a meeting in Bangalore and explained why the activities 
of tlio All-India and Rtate Congress organiy/ations must be dmoront 
In tho tJ. P. Oouncii, a Minister opposed his own parliamentary fiocrotary on 
an o0icial motion pleading for tho ban on seditious speeches m tho House. 

loth. The Indo-BritiKh trade negotmtians started at Delhi, , a 

Tlio Bihar Ansi'mldy rnfmwl iho Tenancy Amendment Bill to a Select Oornmmeo. 
Rir Ghirnanlal Rotiilvad, tho liberal leadcir, warned the British Govornmont from 
Bombay that Indian public opiniou was not going to rest over tho question of tho 
I. C, R, Governors, , , . , 

A Committee to bo apfiointed by the Bengal Government to exammo tho records 
of political prisoners and to forw%ard their view as to who sliould bo roloai4ed boforo 
tlio i*xpiry of their t(‘rm of imprisonment. ^ ^ 1 1 

The Promiors of tlio Congress provinces and momhors of the Oongrpss Worlclng 
Committ(«o with Mr. Suhhas Chandra Boho in tho Chair met at Bombay for im- 
portant discussions ro : rovisioa of tho rupee ratio for increasing tho purchaBing 
power of tho raimes, 

llth. Mr. Snlihas Chandra Boro, Oonjafrass rrcsiilrnt awl Mr. M, A. Jinnah, ProRWonJ 
of tho Moslem League had five howrs^ discussion at Bombay over tho communal 
question. According to a joint statomont issued by them to tbo Press tiio aiscus- 

Tho IT. l\ Education Minister at a villago conforonco in Bouaros district declaroa 
that the Congress Govornmont liad no desire to ond the iZamindan syetom. 

Mr. Jawahar Lai Nehru doolaml : “TTnlcss and until full control is transteml to 
tho public we can not solve the ditHouUies of tho problems facing us , inaugurat- 
ing the Maliukoshal Provinoial Oonforonce at Karoh, 

A Mysore communique ropudiatod tho suggestion that proper care was not taken 
of tho injured on April 25* 

Tho Presidents of the Congross and tho Moslem I^oaguo rosumod tho discussion 
on tho eomraitnal quostion at Bombay. ^ ^ ^ » 

Tho Bub-eommittee of tho non-olBoial Indian advisors mot the I«eashiro Bologa- 
tion. Tin fixing of a ratio between Lanoashiro’s intake of cotton and India s 
of Lancashire textiles was the mala subject of disoussion. 
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“Civil Liberties” was the subject discussed by the Premier’s Conference at Bombay. 

The Secretary of tho Zanzibar Indian issooiation thanktjfl India for flio^ stand m 
the clove dispute in a letter to the Congress in which ho gave details of tho 
agreement between Indians and the Zanzibar Govornmont. 

In the Bihar Council, a statement was made on behalf of tho Govornmont, 
refuting certain Press allegations regarding tho ourtailraont of civil lihoriies of 
Moslems. 

I3lh. Tho Employers’ Association of Northern India informed tho U. P, Govt,, 
that tho omployers wore unable to actopt the Ondings and rccomnioudati^mri of 
the Oawnpore Labour Inquiry Coramittoo. 

In Bombay, docisious involving tho introduction of tho Ward ha Kducation 
Scheme in all tho seven Congress provinco.s, were roach(»d at a oonfi‘ronco of thii 
seven Congress Premiers and ropresontativos of the liimlusthaui Talim Sangh 
(the authors of the schomo). 

14tli. Swami Sahajananda Saraswati doscribod tho relation between the Kisan 
Babhas and tho Congress in his president ial address at tho All Itulia Kisan 
Conference at Comilla. 

The Congress loaders drafted a memorandum in reply to Mr. liimah’s point 
in connexion with the communal talks, and tho Congress Prosidont took it to Mr. 
Jinnah when tho talks were resumed— Mr. Jinnah to consult his oolloagiies 
regarding tho Congress offer to a sottloment. 

The Faridpur District Moslem Oonforenco passed a resolution expressing 
concern at the delay in His Exoollenoy tho Governor’s assent to the Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Bill, and satisfaction at tho Premior’s and some of his 
colleagues’ decision to resign in case of assent being withdrawn. 


IStli, The Labour Sub-committee of the A. 1. C. 0. which mot at Bombay reviowod 
the labour situation in the country and suggested adoption of a uniform labour 
policy by tho Congress Governments. 


Tho Congress Working Committee in Bombay passed a resolution welcoming 
the formation of independent organisations lor proHOCutlng the naifonal struggle 
in the States but stating that it was undesirable to have tho word ‘‘Congress” In 
the name of those organisations. 

In Cawnporo, 35,000 mill-hands wont on strike. 

Tho Working Committee decided not to permit the Madras Bpoaker to resign, 
not to allow tho Andhra Oongrossmen to lead a deputation to Kngland mi tln^ 
separate province demand and left tho C. P. Ministerial diirerenccs to bo resolved 
at a meeting of the Congress Party in C. P. 


1 7th. Optimism at the future of the Eotary movoment and a belief that it can phiy 
an important part in establishing poaoo and goodwill among mankind wnre ex- 
pressed by Mr. C. Warren Boulton* addressing tho Calcutta Rotary Club. 

Tho Bihar Eotronchraont Committee made rocommeiidatioa for reducing the 
expendhure of the Judioinl Department. 

The Congress Working JCommitteo deoidod to expel Mr. 8. C. Mitra, Proid- 
dent of the Bengal Legislative Council, from tho Congress, as a disciplinary 
measure. 

A deputation of Oawnporo mill workers procooded to Lucknow to request the 
Premier to intervene. 


I8fch« The strike in tho Oawnporo mills complete : almost tho entire textile industry 
paralysed : the strikers wore peaceful. 

The search for a formula at tho Indo-British trade talks at Simla on Cotton 
ohttake and tariff reduction continued. 

The Congress Working Coramittoo discussed Mysore and Sikar affairs. 

Sardar Patel said in a statement that the ban on cloves could only bo lifted, only 
after the Colonial office ratified tho Zanzibar Agruoment* 


10th. The Congress Working Committoo ratified the Mysore soitlomont on firing in 
the Mysore State and hoped that tho Maharaja should establish a respousiblo 
Government in his State. ^ 

The Working Committoo called on Mr. Sharif* Law Ministor of 0. P, to resign. 
Oawnpore strike situation was peaceful, although tho strikers were picketing 
the mill area vigorously. Tho strike was confined to the teactile mills. 
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Mr* Sablias Chandra Boso, addrossint; a mootinj? ol tho Tridiaa and Kuropoaa 
Progressive Groups, deeiarod, “The Congress attitude towards the Fedot ation can 
bo summed up as one of uncompromising hostility*’* 

20th. Mahatma Gandhi had a talk with Mr. Jinnah in Bombay. 

Several members ol the Bihar Council coalition Party wore likely to resign 
fiom the party duo to difteroaoes luitween thorn and the rest of the group bn 
the question of the Congress 2amiudari agreement over the Bihar Agricultural 
Income-Tax Bill. . ^ 

The Cawnpore striko situation remained ^ unaltered* Local Goiigressmon were 
actively concortiug measures to relievo the distress of the strikers. 

21«t. The U. P. Council passed tho Btamp Duty Bill. 

With a sixth of its population Idle, Cawuporo passed one of tho quietest *wooks 
in its turbulent history of industrial and communal strife. 

22ncl. The Congress Presideut sent a mossugo to tlio Orissa Political Oonforoiico for 
unity among Congressmen. 

Tiio IT. P. Provincial Congress Comraiftoe aiqieah'd to Cawnporo employers to 
abide by tho (Government’s iit‘cision on the labour intjuiry report. 

The need for funds for Cnrapulsory Primary EdiKjjdion stres.sMd by the Commis- 
sioners of tho Assam Valley Division in his nqmrt on primary education under 
local boat (Is for 1930—37. 

Hardar Patel announced tlie formal withdrawal of tho clove boycott and phiket- 
5ng, folltiwing tho api^roval of the Zui/ufmr clevo a-'niument by the colonial odico, 

23rd. The Orissa Political Conference passed a reno!uti<,in protesting against keeping 
in abeyance the Madras Estates !4and Act (Orissa) Arneridraent Bill, and r«‘quosi- 
ing the Governor ( General to give his assent to the Bill. 

The U. P. Council amended a Bill pass^id by the Lower House— the Bill In 
question referred to the omoluiuonts of the members. 

Tho U. P. Provincial (Tongress Committee Issued statemont clarifying tlio rela- 
tions botwoon Kish an Babhas and the Congrm, 

24th. Tho Orissa Governmonfc dtsolded to fight the opium evil 

Addressing a mooting of Bengalis at Jamshedpur, Mr. P. K. Das ohalbmgod tho 
legality of tho demand for domiollo certinoatoH. 

Piekfjiing in front of tho Cawnporo mills inhmsIUed. 

In Lucknow, tho attitude of tho i?ongre^s fe peasants’ oiganizatlons hi tho 
United Provincos was dofmed in a Ktatoment kniod by tlio C'otmcil gf the 
Provincial Congress Committee.— 'It was drafted by Pandit Jawabnrlal Nehru. 

Tho Bmployors’ Association of Oawupore floi.iiHl that they df‘cliired a lock-gut 
anil exproHSija roadiness to consider any “pruidioal proposition’* to bring 
about co-oporation between employers and workers. 

Tho broakfiown In tho cotton parleys at Bimla, was tho fiubject of quostfens in 
tho House of Commons. 

2$th. Tho dilTorcnces In tho Central Provincos Cabimd made up : tho Promior and 
other five Ministers agrootl to work together !a a *'Hp!rit of comiadcship”. 

The Indian non-ofTioial advlHors* report on tho cotton negotiations was discussed 
at a meeting of tho Viceroy’s Exocntivo Council. 

47 picketers wore arrost<3<l in Cawnporo. Tho sferikors wore firm, and tho local 
Congress Ooramittoo actively supported tho workers. 

26th. Hoplying to a qnestiuu in tho Bihar Connell, tho Promior stated that domioilo 
certificatos wore in tho interest of the Bengali community. 

In the course of tho talks betweon Mr, jianah and Mr, Subhas Chandra Boso, 
Mr. Jinnah Insisted that the proamblo was to state clearly that tho (Jongross on 
hohalf of tho Hindus onterod into an agreement with tho Loaguo roprosonting tho 
Muslims. 

Women pickets were employed at mill gates at Cawnporo on bohalf of strikors. 

The Jaipur Oovernmont appointed a commission to investigate tho causes o! tho 
situatiem in Sikar and to suggest appropriate measures to remedy It. 

Tho Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry sent a ropresent- 
ation to the Qomnmmt of India regarding oortain dlfdoulties of Indian insumneo 
firms In Burma, 
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28th. Picketing at Cawnpore mills intensified. 

A disturbance between Hindus and Moslems occurred at Allahabad over hoisting 
of Congress and Moslem League flags. 

Addressing a meeting In London, Mr. Bhulabhal Desai deplored the slow pro- 
gress of Army Indianisation and said that until this was effected, self-rule would 
be in name only. 

The Government, in a communique on the strike situation In Lucknow, empha- 
sised its peaceful character. 

Sir Purushotamdas Thakurdas denied that the mill-owners wore responsible for 
the breakdown of the cotton talks at Simla. 

The Leader of the Lancashire trade delegation issued a statement clearing up 
misapprehension about thoir position. 

The Hindu Mahasabha challenged the claim of the Congress in connexion with 
the settlement of the communal question. 

29th. The Tezpur Congress Committee proposed to take up a schemo for educating 
youths in rural economy. 

(^Dudh Zamindars to start a civil disobedience campaign if the U. P. Tenancy Bill 
were passed in its unmodified form. 

A select committee of the Mysore Legislature considered a Bill rogulatiug insu* 
ranee business drafted on the lines of tho British Act. 

The Federal Court to have its first case : The Governor General referred tho 
C. P. Petrol Sales Tax Act to the Court for its opinion on tho competence of tho 
Provincial Legislature to levy the tax. 

30th. The Bihar Legislator’s Bill introduced by the Promlor in tho Assembly, pro- 
vided for a salary of Rs. 75 per month to members, 

31$t The Government of India decided, with tho full approval of tho Govornmont 
of Madras, to prohibit assisted emigration to Malaya and asked tho Malayan 
Government to repatriate surplus Indian labour there. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru declared at a meeting In. Bombay : ‘*Lot not Lord Zetland 
and the British Cabinet have any illusions about tho Congress attitude towards 
the Federal Scheme ; if there Is one subject on which tho entire country is united, 
it is the opposition to the Scheme.” 

The first open sitting of the Federal Court was held in tho Chamber of Princi's 
in New Delhi when the Court considered a reference made to it by tho Governor- 
General relating to a new 0. P. and Berar Taxation Act. 

The Bihar Legislative Assembly passed an amendment to the Bihar Prohibition 
Act allowing Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches to brew, possess or uso wine 
during their religious services. 


JUNE-1938 

Chief Events The Cawnpur Mill Strike continaed— Labour Strike 
at Haripura and Kulti in Bengal — Prohibition inaugurated in Ahraeda- 
bad— Government of India’s decision not to alter the rupee ratio— Re- 
signation and reconstitution of Bengal Cabinet by Mr. Fazlul Haq with 
the omission of Mr. Nausher Ali— The Travancore National and QuUon 
Bank suspended business. 

l«i. Fioketing in ooaneotion wifli the general strike in Oawnporo direoted against 
the clerks employed by the various mills. 

The Bengal JfTational Chamber of Commerce drew tho attention of tho Bengal 
Government to the serious situation arising out of the unprooodented fall in tlio 
prloe of rice and paddy. 

The Deputy Oommissionor of the lawsl and Jatnta Hills, Assam Issued an oxo- 
onKve order relating to measures for dealing with tho usnary evil. 

The Afflam Education Minister addressed a public mooting at Shillong on his 
scheme of educational reconstruction. 



--•7 HTNE ’38 ] CfiRONrCLE Ot' EVENTS 

The Bihar Council nasficd the Agricultural Tnoomo*Tax Bill and fho 
Salaries Bill, as modified by tlio Select Committee, 

The first intorim report of the Orissa Ketrenchraimt Committee, Hppoinfed hy the 
Orissa Government to consider and make recommendations for the redaction of 
expenditure, made available. 

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru, in the course of a mcssa.qo on tho (?awnporo strike*, tmld 
that mlllowners must ohan'^o their attitude to workers and iidvf};ed tluon to 
the Labour Enquiry Committee’s roooramendafcions. 

If tho Zamlnaars invited a coafliofc on the U. P. Tooanoy Bill, tliov would havo 
struggle even to retain a semblance of 2amindari system, dticlared Mr* Juwafuulal 
Nehru in an interview on the speeches In the Zamindars’ ConfereiKu) at Lucknow. 

2nd. In tho Bihar Assembly, a resolution was passed for the nppoiutmout of a 
Standing Committee of tho Bihar hjgislature to ndvlsu the Oovernment in connec- 
tion with its grid electrification schome. 

Tho All-India Congress Socialist Party'^s Executive CommilhHi alopttMi a resolu- 
tion “viewing with alarm” a suggestion made by Mr. iihulabhai Dvsul In cijun»‘'> 
tion with tho Federal Scheme. 

Sixteen women were appointed to help the Cawnporo Pollcif in their 
work in the mill area. 

Tho ITndor Boorotary of State for India stated In the HouriO of Commons that 
no date had yet been fixed for tho inauguration of Federation. 

“Curfew” order enforced In Lucknow, due to tiie atraint^d ndritions of idda'i 
and suniiis. 

Srd. The U. P. Cabinol considered issm»s relatirjg to tho Cawnporrj lahour 

Ministerial quarters felt that the original attitude of the? ernployrrh had already 
undergone a change for tho better as indicated t«y Biidr desire to the 

mutter to arbitration. 


4ih, The labow situation in the HaHpnra and Kultl weik. of the Indian Iron and 
Stool Company in Bongui atated to be critical. 

Tho Council of tho MoHlem L<*u»tue diacunstMl the Oongrera mernurandum roi'.ud- 
ing the communal peace kems, and mithori/.ed Mr. Jiiuiah lo aeud a nqdy to* ihe 
Congress Prosident. 

In tho UuitOil Proviuccw, an intoroMiug pollthm! d*^volepmout wua tho 
made by tho Government to nocure tho support of fhe Jininll /.urnindarf. 


5fch. Tho Govornmont of India, Education Ih^partment, aak‘,‘d piovlmd.d tlovtunmonfa 
for their views on tho n^nidutions jmssod hy the O'ldrai Advuiory Board of 
Education at its mooting in Delhi on .mmmry, 

A fooling of resentment and indignation nnwalli'd among d this JSumfndura nf 
Oudh over tho stat(»mont issued by Pandit Jawaharlid Ketuu. 

The Orissa Chamber of Ooimaorcc Htitmgly criticiKcd tiie Drinfia Factnilea Ihil 


6t!i. The Maharaja of Bikaner addrossing a Committee nf tho Prlrn'cs* Chamber at 
Bombay spoke on the need of m<;io cn*nporatlo« among the Prineoly order. 

The request of Calcutta Coi j.oratlon for tho grant of fikdlitiw for mihtnrv 

to*ra<ftfcBblV^° “ ri'incUKj by tho Uovoinwont vi Initin ^ 

&wnporo millownors wanted a judtclal frilnina! to Inqitfro Into tho labour dls- 
pure m tnat city. 

paSy%?“c1?mS7lS9VliS'^ *«*'"*'« 

A Bombay Goyortimonfc Oomramitauo warood tho local aathorlties that lliolr 
orgroands ©roMte cnlldron wore rolaaod admlanloa Into Hohoola 


at Oawnporo to wait on tho U. P. IVomlor to 
oonditiona undoj whioh they could rosumo 
Smrtly droflsod womon polioo made thalr appoaraaoo soar tho mills la Oa.vmwm 
wteo the (Strike sltnation reraalatjd the umo. « < » « vawavam 

4fcr“®. ®.* deeiflioa to maintain tho prosont exchaniaj valno ot 

the rnpw weloped in bankirm circles as clearing the air and aSsftJ /M 
tlone. Commmillsg, Mr. Snbatfh Ohasdra Boso salt that oonntrywldo ngltatioit 
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was necessary to make the Oovernmoiit aooodo to the demand Cor a lower rupoo 
ratio. 

More than lOOO workmen, engaged in the construction of the plant huil<lin,i's 
of the Bengal Steel Corporation at Uaripura, joined tho strikers at Ivulii. 

8th. Negotiations held between some Indian States and certain Oawnporo mill-owners 
for the shifting of cotton mills from Oawnpozo to tho States. 

The U. P. Government decided to appoint a Oommittoo to inquire into tho 
conditions of the tenantry on Govornment-ownod estates. 

9th» The meeting of tho Chamber of Princes’ Roorgnization Committee discussed 
the snb-committee’s report on the scheme for tho constitution of a committee to 
deal with matters relating to the proposed All India Ji’oderation. 

The Employers’ Association decided not to discuss tho 15 demands of tho 
strikers of the Cooper Allen Mills in Cawnpore until tho men had rosumod work. 

10th. The Government of Bombay created an Industrial Advisory B lard to adviso 
them on all schemes and proposals relating to industrial dovolopmont. 


nth. India’s greetings on the occasion of His Majesty’s birthday woro convoyed 
by tho Viceroy in a special cable. 

Mr Subhas Chandra Bose, addressing a mooting at Chittagong, made an 
appeal to youths to shun violent methods and strengthen the Oongruss in 
its work for the attainment of ISwaraj. The Congress rrosideut in this 

connexion referred to the sacoess of tho nou-violout movement in the 

North Western Frontier Province. 

The U. P. Government decided on tho question of tho Status and 
duties of parliamentary secretaries, in the light of the oxperieneo gained 

in the province and in other provinces in India and also in the light of 
practice prevalent in the United Kingdom. 

The Cawnpore mill strike continued its fourth week, 

The Reorganization Oommitteo of the Chamber of Priiioos doohlod to 
oonstituie a committee to deal with matters of common lutorost to tho 

Indian States as regards Federation. 


Princes again 
momhors of thu 


12tli. The Re-organization Committee of tho Chamber of 
discussed the reforms necessary to make ail tho States booomo 
Chamber. 

The ptes of the Sikar city wore opened and normal conditions wore rostorod. 

Indians scientists to bo officially reproseutod for tho first time at tho annual 
meeting of the British Association to be hold in Cambridge in August. 

“China Day” was observed in Calcutta, Delhi, Madras, Nagimr and other import- 
ant places— there were meetings in various places, 

IStBi. Several important resolutions were passed by tlio Roorgnization Oommilfeo of 
the Chamber or Princes relating to enrtaiu Chamber reforms. 

The Secretary of the Appointment’s Board, Calcutta University in his report 
on the first year’s working of tho Board, said : “Tho impression that Bengalis are 
unsuitable for business careers is not a correct one”. 

The Bengal National Chamber of Ooramoroo urged Government intervonfion in 
the dispute between tho mills regarding a scheme of restriction for juto 
manufactures, ** 

Mr. Subhas Ohandra Bose, shaking at Oomilla, rofutod the alloRation that the 
Congress was oposed to the Bengal Ministry because it consisted mostly of 
Mahomed ans. 

Mr. Subhas Bose, in an interview at Peni (Bengal), regarding tho roloaso ot 
political prisoners, pleaded for Mtionoe as negotiations wore going on botwoon 
Mahatma Gandhi and the Bengal Governmonc. ^ 

• l-tth. strong eritioisni_ of the odsting legislature for tho protnotion of ohildron was 
S'women™' ® of ‘Iw Bengal Prosidonoy Oounoil 


IStii. Mr. Aftab Ali, President of the Indian Seamen’s 
Bttrrendered before a deputy magistrate of Aliporo, in 


Union and 16 others 
pnrsuanoo of a warrant 
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issued a^ainsf them ia connestion with the prooeedingB started against them 
on a police report. 

The text of the Gandlu-dinnah correspondence as well as the Jmnah-Nehru 
correspondence released. 

leth. The Managing Committee of the Employms’ Association considered the Govorn- 
ment resolution on the Cawnpoie Labour Inquiiy Committee’s report 

Tho Cawnpnr City Congress Committee adopted a resolution expressing satisfac- 
tion at tho Government rcsohilion on the l.abonr Inmiiry Committee’s report 
The Congiess Committee was of tho opinion that while tho strikers’ ceatial 
committee had immediately accepted the Govornmont’s decision, the employers 
by adopting dilatory tactics, wero committing a groat mistake. If, in cons**q!umco 
of tho employens’ attitude, any broaches of the pfaco took placo, the City Congress 
Committee would hold tho employers respon.sible. 

17lli. Tho Maharaja of Cochin inniigura^-cd the new Consiitution of the Blate at a 
durbar at Krmikalam. Jlis JFigoness declared at tho Duibur : “It is a goituimc 
desire to share my authority with my peeplo that has promptoii me to take this 
stop. The failh that undeilies my U'dion is that though I have sacrilicod my 
power I siniil bo more than com[>misatcd by the devotion of my people.” 

The 0, Government accepted tho recommendations of the Ttfxtilo Labour 
Inquiry Committee for a 60 p. c. restoration ia the wage cuts of tho textile 
workers. 

A warning of the consrquennos of continued jndu.strial trouble was givett by 
Mr, A, E. Dalai iu his presidmiiial address at the Indian Chamijur of Commeim 

18th. Dr. Syeil Mahmud, Bihar Minister, invited Provincial Ministers for industries 
to a confiMonco which he proposiMl to hold in Bimla ne.xt ^ 

Mahatma Gamlhi, in the course of an article in tho ‘flarijan,’ suggested ascluftto 
for a voluntary “l*oaco Brigade”, for dealing with comniuaal and other riots. ^ 

20th. Bardar Vallahhbhal Patel and Mr. Buhhas Bose called to Waniha in decide upon 
a roply to Mr. Jinnah’s letter. 

H. E the Governor of the Punjab, addressing the Punjab Assezuhly, praised 
it for tho spirit of harmony prt*vai!ing on communal issue.s. 

Mr, K. 1. iJoag appointod to act m Governor of Orissa during tho absence on 
louvo of Hir John llubbaok. 

At tho annual confenuuio of tho Institute of Railway Acoonntants and Auditors, 
various subjf^cts ridating to railway financo were discussed. 

According to a Government of fndia report, no feWfr than b!,0«S2,{XX) woiking 
days wi're lost to India last year owing to industrial tlispntes and stiikits. 

Tho Rhoriff of Bombay, Mr, Mahnmedbhoy J. K. Howji, in a statemmit disputed 
Mr. diunah’s claim that the League was tlio solo represonlativo of tlm Muslims. 

21$fc. Tho Employers* Association proposed to open tho Mills at Cawnporo: tho ond 
of tho striico in sight. 

Tho changes effected in iliu railway aetjounts system were discussed at iho moot-* 
ing of the Institute of Railway Accountants atid AudilotH. 

In the Punjab Assembly, tho Punjab Land Alicimtion Bill was passed. 

A deputation of Oawiiporo omployors loft for Nuinifcal to discuss tho strike with 
the Govonimenfc, It was understood tlmt they would aoiiopt the GoveromooPs 
plan if an assurance was given that tliore would bo no lightening strikes iu future. 

22uf A meeting of tho Council Mluistors in Bengal, H. E. iho Ooveraor proskliug, 
dismissed the Faxliil Huq—NauBher AH ImpaHse. 

^ The Bengal Ministry having resigned, Mr. Fajslul Huq formed a now Cabinet 
m which all his former colloaguas were iaoluded, with the excepiion of Mr. 
Naushor Ali. 

The Chairman of tho Indian Jute Mills Aasooiation at a special meeting In 
Calcutta, prodictod an early end of the depression surrounding the Jute industry in 
Bengal 

23rA Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Congress President, roHigned the loadership of the 
Calcutta Oongtoss Municipal Party as well as the Aldermanship of tho Corporation. 
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H. E. Lord Brabourne left Calcutta for Simla to tako over tho office of tho 
Governor-General. 

The Council of the National Liberal Federation in Bombay called for changes in 
the Federal Scheme. 

The reconstituted Bengal Ministry took thoir oaths of office at Government 
House, Calcutta, 

Congress opinion in the Jinnah-Bose talks was that the matter was one for 
consideration by the Congress Working Committee and should not be loft to tho 
decision of a few leaders. 


24tli. Discussions at Shogaon between Mahatma Gandhi and sovoral Congrosn leaders 
were mainly devoted to the negotiations for a communal sottlomont and the 
Bengal prisoners* problem. 

A “Kisan** rally was staged in every district town of the United Provinces. 

The Labour Federation at Eultl rejootod the managing agents* offer to submit 
the dispute to Independent arbitration. 

Mr, Subhas Bose and other leaders had discussions at Wardha with Mahatma 
Gandhi on the Congress League negotiations. 

25th. Lord Linlithgow left Bombay for England ; Lord Brabourne became Viceroy 
of India and Sir Robert Eeid and Mir. G. P. Hogg acting Governors of Bengal 
and Assam, respectively. 

Nearly 120 men were arrested at Cawnpore, but the majority of thorn wore 
later released when two Indian millownors were hold up by pickets, as they wore 
coming out of the mill gates. 

Tributes to the services of Bankim Chandra Chattorjoe, tho composer of Bande 
Mataram^ were paid at the novelist's birth centenary celebrations in Calcutta. 


26ih. An agreement reached between the employers and tho D. P. Cabinet over 
the settlement of the Cawnpore Strike. 

The President of the marwari Chamber of Commorce, at tho annual mo(jiiug 
held in Calcutta, said that tho preliminary requisite for tho solution of labour 
problems in India, was a sound development of indigenous industries. 

Tho Indian Chamber of Oommeroo addressed tho Government of India regarding 
the exchange value of the rupee. 

The Bihar Education Minister appealed to students to work for tho Utoracy 
drive in villages, 


27tli. There were two strikes in Karachi, tho ono by tho warehouse ami transport 
workers being called off after some of thoir demands has boon concoded. 

In the Bihar Assembly, the Bakasht Lands Restoration and Eoduction of Arrears 
of Rent Bill was postponed owing to differences among tho Congress patty, 

A communique issued by the Reserve Bank of India in connexion with Iho 
closing of a Bank in South India, said that thoro was no reason for any alarm 
because the banking system in tho country was sound, 

In the Punjab Assembly, a plea for a lower sottlomont of land rovonuo In tho 
Punjab was made during tho discussion on a demand for supplomontary grants. 


28th, In the United Provinces tho progross with the prohibition campaign made in tho 

during April was reported to tho Govornmout by 
official agencies. ^ 

The first step by tho U, P. Government in relieving unemployment among 
educated young men was the sanotioning of grants aggregating Rs. 31, CX)0 to 
several applicanls for starting industrial undertaking. 

Assembly, the Premier stated that ho would only introduce the 
Press Bui and would not proceed with the other stages at prosont. 


29th. 


The Gpernmont of Bengal issued orders releasing more detenus. 

Mr* feubhp Bose, who presided at a labour mooting in Calcutta, assured tho 

S“1i.°di?TS,T4iiS '• 


30^. Mr. lawaharlal Nehru invited to meet Lord 
for India and lijrd Halifax, Foreign Secretary. 


Zetland, tho Secretary of Biato 



Notes on Indian History 


and 


India In Home Polity 



Notes on Indian History 

It Las truly been said that a hivStory of India that reveals the whole panorama of 
the vast millenia of her distinctive life and civilisation in its actual shape and colour 
and due proportion and perspective, still remains to bo written. The materials for 
drawing such a vast outline and making such a comprehensive and connected sketch 
are not yet in hand. A fairly definite outline and connected sketch which gives the 
promise of being some day developed into what is called ‘‘scientific hisiory’’ has, how- 
ever, been steadily emerging out of tho mist that veils the immensity of India’s past— 
a mist which (thanks to the labours of the investigators) has perceptibly tliinncd with- 
out being as yet actually lifted as far as one can now make one’s incursion into tho 
age that saw the birth of Bndliism and Jainism in India in tho sixth century B. C. 
Beyond that there is still only “cosmic nebulae” relieved hero and there by a few 
stray constellations of lucidly distinct historical facts. Those “nebulae’’ havo, probably, 
a depth and density to be measured only in terms of millenia. But from tho posi- 
tion whore we can now make our historical prospecting, these vast remote dark 
spaces of Indian history recede and shrink and fold up and, at last, look like a far- 
away blank, black spherule beyond the galaxy of human roraombranco. 

Ancient Indian history is, apparently, “full” of such gaps and blanks. Royond tbo 
time when Alexander tho Groat invaded the Punjab (326 B. C), tlio galaelical sy.stem 
of detailed and authentic Indian history does not far extend. There are too many 
unexplored blank spaces and unformed, chaotic nebulae beyond that time still. Be- 
ginning approximately with that period, we are furnished, somotimos in abundance, 
with fairly^ trustworthy material in tho shape of contemporary Greek testimony bear- 
ing on Indian history, and also, as time rolls on, with insoriptional and other kinds 
of deci{)berablo and dependable domestic evidence. Of course, an immense mass of 
“documentary” evidence and evidence in the more or less fluid, volatile stale of 
tradition, hearsay and folk-loro (written or unwritten) havo always lain by tlio side 
of the historian hitherto busy with his inscriptions, plates, coins, artefacts and any 
corroborative evidence that may be forthcoming from outside. And tliat mass of 
ancient Indian documentary evidence and tradition has, goncrally, lain neglected by 
his side. In has been, generally, of Httlo help to him in roconstructing, “on scientific 
lines”, the missing skeleton of anciont Indian History. It has boon, however, of great 
uso to the comparative mythologist, phylologist and anthropologist. 

But even the historian who seeks to reconstruct on scientific linos the mitssing 
skeleton of anciont history, whether of India or of any oihor country, slionld do wolS 
to remomhor that tho dry bones of the skeleton ho may have been boon able to put 
together will not bo true, living hi.story unless they can be made instinct with tho 
touch of life which literaturo, art, tradition, ‘myths’. folk-Ioru, rulig!Ou.s and soc.iul 
institutions in their earlier and later forms alone can give. From coins, tables etc., 
wo can built a possible or even probable frame- work of chronology into which wo 
can put our littio bits of tested facts according to one possible plan or otlicr. iSufjh a 
mosaic of dates and facts (mainly relating to dynastic snoccssion, war and conquest) 
is of course important as a necessary ground-plan of history. But it is not the com- 
pleted struoturo ^ of history. It is not history as an organic process of evolution. 8o 
wo have to distinguish between structural or morpliol ogical history and organic, 
“physiological” history. 

Now, India has boon so far poor in comparison with some other anciont oountrios 
like Egypt, Babylonia^ and China in her “materials” for writing the first kind of 
history, and tho avnilablo^ materials, as wo saw, do not carry us much beyond tho 
time of Budha and Mahavira in the sixth century B. 0. Eccontly, liowevcr, a very 
old and, apparently, a high order of civilisation has boon unearthed in tho Indus 
Yailey in the Punjab and in Sind, which, according to currout official buliofs, is of 
tho bumormn pattern, The buried cities now discovered bring to light not only 
very interesting features of a civilisation thriving in tho we.stern part of India 
m so remote a past (whon tho Indo-Aryans had not, according to tJjo common view, 
yet migrated into India), but they oven put into our hands interesting clm‘S that may 
oyentually help us to unravel many of tho riddles of our Vedioand poBt*Vodic history. 
Tho Tantrik cult, for instanco, may have older and doopor roots in tho .soil of India 
than havo so far boon granted or suspected* Nothing contemponinoou.s with or oarlior 
than tho Indus Yailey civilisation ha.s yet boon imoarthod in other parts of tho sub- 
contmeni 8o tho present trend of speculation is to regard tJio Indus valley oivih'Bation 
as a sort of wedge driven into^ western India- tho whole of which was still at tho low 
iovei of aboriginal darlcn OSS (with the possible exception of some parts that might have 
risen to the Dravidian ‘light lovol)— probably by the races and civilisation of Sumer* 
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\Vo aro still in tho diisManJ of iirobabilitins or ovon loss tliaii prolialiilitios as to 
the dates, origins, early habitats and earlier forms not oulv of tlio Indus Valiev but 
also of the Diavidians and Indo-Aryan pfoplu. Wo do not loiow for eortaintr wliuii 
and from whore the Indo-Aryans oarao into India. The fact of Aryan imnii'Tation 
into India itself, though gonorally aocoptod, is still di.sputeti. And if irami'n-aaon bo 
admitted, we iiave, probably, to admit not one iiut suvoral suuoos,sive .streams of 
immigration. Suuh a theory, apparently called for to acooiint for some of tho'oritieal 
tnrninjss and "sudden mutations” in our ancient historical ovohition, will load to manv 
unexplored avenues of enquiry as to ages ami dates, origins and characteristics. ’ ^ 

The IfiovEDi 

The Eigveda-tho eailicst and the most informing and instructive “dooiimontarv- 
evidenoo that wo possess— appears to sot the stage amidst scenes which siiow tlui 
Aboriginal, Dravidiau and Indo-Ar.van factors lighting for supromacy fir.st in tlio lan l of 
“Five Eivera” and in tho Ctangrs Valley, and tlien graduaily, beyond the Vindhya 
Range which with its impeiiutrahlo forest manllo, stood a.-i a barrior bi'twrcn Nortiu'rii 
India (Ai-yyavatta) and Deccan, (Jradually wc find the aliorigines coniered and 
driven to tho hills and forest whoro their desccudaiits, more or less Aryauisei .still 
continue to live. In considerable parts limy were also absorbed into the fold i/f Arvin 
society and culture. And in being ,ab.sorbed they did not fail to impart some irttlo 
part of thoir own character of the Aiyan complex. Thero was not .so much of racial 
or oven linguistic fusion as of cnltiiia! as.sim.l.itioii. Tho ptooess of Arvaiiisation in 
knguago, culhire etc. has boon a process admitting, naturally, of diffeiont shades anil 
dogroos, leaving at tlio oiio end aboriginal races that have almost kept aloof fiom 
Aryan inlluenoo and having at tlie other otheis that have beeoinn part and narenl of 
the Aryan system. Tho Aryanisation of the Dravidciii peoiihis, esp'-eiallv in religion 
culture and civilisation, ha.s huuii a mnoh more pml'cclci piucoss. JiiU on the other 
hand, the DravMIun impwss on tho Aiy.an sy.stcm U also in manv places, deep ami 
unmistakable. Tho Dravidian is co-ordimited or evi-n suboidiiiatod to tho Arvin but 
not lost in, the latter This iiower of assimilation of alien races and cultures wiiliout 
losing tho ludividua ity of its own essontinl I’yim or Pat.forri nnd wilhoiit at the same 
time making tho diverse oloraonts a.s-umilat,-d lose whatever is ussmitial Iti them— 
has been a special clmraotMistic of the fnlo-Aiyim race ami cnltur., -complex. This has 
meant organic unity or unity in diversity of a moro fuiidainmital ami abiding natiiri 
than can, perlimis, be olatraed for the polilica! or iiaiional unity witli which htstSs 
mo commimly familiar. Jlistoriaii.s, accoidiiigly, commonly miss the niiitv whicl es 
deep and sees only the diversify which lies on the smfacu. India to them 1- l ie 
a ventabio chaos of jarriiig oiemeiits of raens, laagiriges, ivligimia, castes, seois and 
cull jini whieh hiive never known unify boioro the days of the lu.itarv i.olitical S 
of tlio Untisli. Of course the introduction, lu Liter times, of the ,Sijmitio ruligious— 
Muhammedamsm and Clinsliaiiiiy— disturbed to i.cnm extent the age.s-iong umtV and 
halauce of tho Aryo-Dravciian culture .and scudal system in India. Hut even theso 
cleraonts wore >n the prooe.ss of being slowly drawn into tlio spluiro of iniliH iieo of 
what wo may call tho genius of India, in other word,;, a .slevv but sure 
cultural a-ssimilation even of this “raililaut” facfois was going np:m liuddhism 
whmU had risen as a “revolt' against orfimlox ilinduism-but yot uVa ruw from 

tho lana of its birth by buin^? t'voiifaally absorbud an<i as.simil:itod into th «3 namnt 
religion. Jamism and many other old or latter “r<,w.dt.s" have thns “«OTai4iUok 
accounts” with tho same parent religbm, ai.d have fotZa yoomrLfhW^^^^ 
peaceably side by side with ono anethor and with tho latter. ^ oonmnes living 

This power of assimilation nnd oo-ordination in which all tho oomnonanta mnbn 

thoir own contributions and am permitted to live sido by s do as raoSs^f a 

commonwoallh of cultures, iias beon tlio seorot of the woiidorful r'l&g and Zvim“ 
fudwti oulliire-oomplex against suefi disintegrating forces as tiavo sma^md 
old and glorious oivilisaiion of tlio worl.f. And it can bo Sv 

of 'M?tnral**i.nnSd^« ^ i^ Jias boon ill ovidfmeo not only in tho rmlm 

tootiAots aud impacts bat also in that of souiul and noliticat 

J'ttjdfl into fiuJia and invasions before aiiii after Christ biit it w 
ifv^'and^^w^® fmagino that Indian rosistanco has always boon woaJc and short- 
lived and that siioU Invasions aro typleatly like tho laids of Miibmiui nf 

S'Tir?*’* Kingdoms Jiko oobSS hoM 

ffatfon final snbjagatiott by tlio Maliamtnodoan Powsr— and tho final aiibhif 

gation of tho whole of India was anything like an aotiomplishod fact only for atfmn 
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during the reign of the great Mogul Emporors— India had boon, it should bo homo in 
mind, a mighty Power and a Model of civilisation and culturo for at least three 
thousand years. And it should bo romomberod farther that when the British in 
India turned from trade to conquest (always with native^ help and aliiatico) they had 
to settle their accounts not only with Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan in tho South kit 
mainly the Maharatta and Sikh Powers which had risen on the ruins of tho Muham- 
medan Power in India. 

Unitauy Indian Esipire 


But there were and still have been other factors which, to some extent, operated 
against India developing a compact and coherent political and military organisation, 
except occasionally like, for instance, tho great Roman Empire of old or the British 
Empire in modern times. Wo possess, apparently, no connooted retrospect of tho 
remote past of which the Vedas, Epics and ruranas speak. But as far as appearances 
go, an unitary, centralised. Indian Empire was the oxooption and not the rule. In 
later times also, an Empire like that of Asoka was not a common achievement. As 
we said, India has possessed deep-laid cultural and Institutional unity beneath all her 
diversities. India has fought, and fought bravely, for the integrity of her sacred 
Land, her sacred religion and tradition, and for their sacred visible Symbols and 
Embodiment. But she has rarely fought for the ‘‘State” as such or an Empire as 
such. The spirit of her culturo did not favour the formation and consolidation of 
Nationalism in the sense it is commonly understood, and her basic institutions would 
hardly consist with many forms of centralised State control. Tho all-controlling and 
co-ordinating Principle was Dharma (the Principle of humam Values and Conduct) 
rather than any State agency. Each village, for example, was a self-contained com- 
mune and autonomous unit owing pormanout allogianco to the reign of Dharma and 
only temporary alleglanoo to any kingship that might function for the time being. Ho 
the village communities continued to live though kingdoms after kingdoms rose and 
fell. They were but little affected by the accidents and exigencies of polities. 


Again, the spirit of Dharma (which should not be translated as religion) has 
definitoly and systematically favoured all human or oven all-living values and tonden- 
oies and a cosmopolitian outlook, and has opposed militant, aggressive “predatory”, 
nationalism. The old Upanisliads are clear and courageous In their conception of 
those higher values ; and the Dbarmasbastras (or Codes laying down social and 
individual conduct) wero bold and consistent In their oxocutlon of those ideUvS. Later 
Budhlsm and Jainism and other “reforming” movoments have tended only to stivss 
such values as non-violenoo aud fellowship with all men and all living being. These 
forces operating through tho ages tended to produce In tho Indian classes and maHses 
a common disposition not quite favourable to the formation and consolidation of an 
unitary military state for purposes of offence and defence. 

Of the immense back-ground of Indian History which is reprosontod by tho Vedas 
(Samhitaa. Brahmans, Aranyakas and Upanishadas), the various Sutras (or Digests), 
Philosophies, Epics (the Ramayana aud Mahavarata), Puranas and Tantras (our state- 
ment here is not anything like full), we possess (unless one Is prepared to grant the 
claim of the Puranas recently put forth la their behalf that they do contain mate- 
rials for reconstructing a fairly connooted chronological history beginning with tho 
very earliest times) very little precise and connected inforraatiou for tho purpose of 
writing a political history both copious and correct as to facts aud their chronological 
order. But of the ideals and ideas, practices and institutions of the times we do 


vAuoA. A/ut Vi, uity ttuu Jiuoasj, aau msatUMOns 01 me times WO dO 

ipossess a very full, informing and Instructive presentation. And, after all, what Is 
t^eal history but this ? Scholars have been busy with their sketches and drawings of 
Be ancient orders and specimens of ideas, beliefs and practices that existed la India 
slat of tenet than not their reviews and retrospects have been made from modern 
icandpomts, with modern notions, criteria and standards of testing facts and apprais- 
ing values. This has not enabled us. {nfit mAUflii'irA fn 


In any just measare, to nndorstaad mnon less 
id to India but, possibly, reaching some of its 
was essentially of a different Mno, and oannot, 


, appreolate a dvllisstlon (not 'oonfinod 
greatest heights In this country) which ^ 
therefore,, be represented as only the first uncertain and timid steps taken on the 
road whjoh has, through a long, long march, at last brought us to our present 
adpnoM stage. The ideology, plan and methods of that ancient olyiiisation wo havo 
yet not seriously studied and rightly understood. Much of that olyiiisation we still 
regard, wittont nndemtanding, as oonMsUng of “savage” magio, meaningless ritualism, 
•^eoloidosl riddle" and crude superstition. Side by side with si this wo find, 
however, the hijdtest pMloscfhy, deepest mystloism and pure ethtos. There is also 
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inuch that is of original and genuine value from the point of view of human material 
and mundane progress. This seems to us a curious medley of what is nearly the 
highest and wnat is about the lowest. But let us pass on. 

Coming to “historical’* times wo find that the invasion by Alexander the Great of 
India proved in the result to be little more than a brilliant raid. His viotorious 
armies could only cut off a small slice of North-Western India, and this little slice 
the Macedonian would ingest, but could not digest. His steam-roller of conquest 
speedily developed “war- weariness” on the plains of the Punjab, and ho had to go 
back only adding a bit of India to his vast Empire. He had won some of his battles 
in India, but it had not been an “easy walk-over” with him. 

OirANDBAGUPTA AND ASOKA 

After his death shortly afterwards, the vast Macedonian Empire practically wont to 
pieces. Chandragupta, who became the king of Mngadha, proved himself too powerful 
for the Greek invaders who had violated the sanctity and integrity of tiio sacred Land 
of the Five Rivers. As the result of the formidable opposition by the armies of 
Chandragupta, a treaty was concluded between him and tlie Gro<‘k which made him 
the supreme, undisputed lord and sovereign of the Indian Empire. Megasthonos, who 
was sent by Seleucus as an ambassador to tho court of Ghandragupra, left a very 
valuable record of the times, of tho customs and morals of tho people, and of the 
administration, which, though unfortunately fragmentary, bears an eloquent and admir- 
ing testimony to the nigh order of material and moral civilisation attained by the 
Hindus centuries before the Christian era. And this high civilisation was evolved in 
India not in isolation but in commerce with other civilisations that tiourishod in 
ancient times such as tho Babylonian, Oroi^k, Persian and Chinese. Chandragupta’s son 
was Bindnsara who was succeeded by Asoka {200-231 B. 0.), who was undoubtedly, 
one of the greatest rulers of men holding their sway for the material and spiritual 
good of mankind. Numerous edicts and inscriptions record the noble and glorious 
achievements of his reign which, in its later stages loft tho bloody path of war and 
conquest and devoted itself to tho much raoro noble and fruitful task of tho moral and 
spiritual conquest and redemption of ourselves and our fellow-being. With commend- 
able catholicity and tolerance, not seeking to impose it upon othors by his great 
imperial authority and power, lie oxercisod that authority and power for the puiposo 
of transforming Budhisra, which had been raoro or loss a local s»‘ct in tlio Ganges 
Valley, into one of tho greatest an<i most potent living world religtonH. Asoka’s roign 
is therefore rightly hold to bo an oiioch m iha history of the world. His edhsts alno 
show the man, his iUoals and his methods. But all this had not allowed or favoured 
the cement of the great Maurya Empiro sotting Into the requisite hardness. Indepon*- 
dent kingdoms like Bacteria and Parthia took their rise in tho border laud, and th<^ 
Greeks renewed their incursions. Now races (tho Yuon-chi) came in a surge of 
migration which swept all boforo thorn, and in tho first coutury A. l>. a cotusidorablu 
portion of North-west India oarao under their infiueuoe. 

Gum Bynastt 

K!anishk% who made Peshawar his capital, proved groat as a ruler and as a patron 
and missionary of the Budhistio ndigion. Unthtr him tho Kuslmn branch of iho 
Yuon-chi reached tho zenith of its power. But this power foil as another power in 
middle India rose-— tho Andhra dynasty A peak like Arnaravati or Djjain would, some 
time, rise and shine in tho midst of tho moving vastnoss of Indian waters* lu the 
beginning of the fourth century the centre of political iulluonco in India was again 
shifted to Fataliputra in Magadha as the Gupta dynasty emerged Into power. Bamu- 
dragupta, who ruled for fifty years, and his son Chandragupta, greatly distingnighed 
themselves not only in war but in the sphere of fioacoful and fruitful administration, 
promoting general prosperity and giving liberal enoouragement to art and literature, 
a glorious tribute to which was paid by the Cbineso pilgrim Fa-hten, Aocording td 
his testimony, thoir Empires were vast and thoir administration just*, enlightenod. 
Towards the end of the fifth century-— when the White Haas from Central India began 
to pour themsolvos into India— the sun of the Gupta dynasty sot (during whose rogimn, 
it should be noted, there had been a revival and roconstruotion of ancient Brahma- 
nism and BraJtmanical oulturo as evidenced espooially by the literature of the Furnas : 
but this reviving process was, very largely, a process of quiot adaptation and poacofui 
assimilation). More than a century batl elapsed after the fall of the Gupta dynaHty 
before there rose another great and enlightened monarch who could oratdute with no 
mean suooess the greatest of the Indian rulers in historical times— Asoka. Emperor 
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Harsha, who consolidated bis authority practically over the whole of Northern Indi^ 
in the beginning of the seventh century, was famous equally for his great prowess, 
his high mtellectual attainments and for the broad catholicity of his religious outlook. 
An account of his times has been left by a Chinese, Huen Tsiang by name. In that, 
India is still painted in generally bright and even glowing colours. 

Mediaeval India 

After the death of Harsha, and gradually with the emergence of India into what 
may be called the mediaeval period^ the conditions which had made the political 
unification of India sometimes possible in the past, nearly disappeared, and India was 
thrown into a state of political confusion and chaos in which petty kingdoms rose like 
mushrooms and constant internecine strife prevailed. Some outstanding figures like 
Yikramaditya would occasionally appear on the stage ; but such events were few and 
far between. In the south of India was being enacted a very interesting but involved 
drama in which the Andhras, Pallavas, Chalukyas and Cholas were the principal actors, 
Kashmere in the north, Kananj in the Doab and Bengal in the east were also alive 
with many vivid and vital scenes and events of political, cultural and social interest. 
But we shall not try to make a review of them here. One outstanding event in the 
confusion and complexity of the general Indian situation which deserves notice even 
passing was the rise of the Rajput power upon which the mantle of the old caste 
Eshatrias (the warrior and ruling caste) fell, and which was the chief opposition 
that the waves of Mohamedan invasion coming one after another ever since the 
second quarter of the 7th century had to encounter and ultimately bear down, Guzarat, 
Malwa, Ajmer, Eananj and Delhi were the principal scones of the new drama of 
Rajput ascendency-* a drama so full of episodes of superhuman bravery, noble heroism 
and sacrifice for the sacred cause of religion and liberty that they have ever since 
lived in human memory as models which future generations of patriots in any country 
might well try to emulate. Though Rajput opposition was borne down in Northern 
India by the end of the twelfth century, Rajput bravery and the spirit that animated 
it survived the crash of the Hindu Empire of Delhi and Ajmore over which Frithvi 
Raj, the hero, the last of the Hindu emperors, though not the last of the Hindu 
rulers, had held sway. Rajput bravery and Rajput love of indopoiidenco were still 
factors to reckon with in the days of the great Moghuls— Akbar, Jahangir, Shabjahan 
and Aurangzeb. Col. Todd and some others have narrated the story, and it constitutes 
one of the proudest annals in the vast archives of the Hindu glory in India. As to 
the conquest of Northern India by the Mohammedans, it should be noted, the groat 
prize was not very easily or quickly won ; that the first Mohammedan impact was in 
the seventh century shortly after the passing ^away of the Prophet, and a Moham- 
medan kingdom in Northern India came iim) being towards the end of the 12th 
century. Even this did not mean either a complete or a final subjugation of India. 
And there is another thing to be noted. Hindu power fell not because its resistance 
was weak and its bravery and heroism in the field was not backed by ad(‘quat 0 tact, 
strategy and discipline in diplomacy, planning and preparation. 

The centuries of the mediaeval ago in India were marked by a conspicuous lack of 
political unity and solidarity. But they wore by no means unimportant and Wren, 
It was not a ‘‘dark” Age. In the Gupta period and in the centuries before and after 
a marvellous process of social, cultural and religious reconstruction was going apace. 
The old Tedie scheme of social economy (involving as it did the four Yamas or 
“esstes^* and the four Ashrams or “stages” of life) was being transformed through a 
process of adaptation, assimilation and multiplication which made society more 
comprehensive and at the same time more complex. The infiuonoo of Buadhism, 
Hellenism and that of the Mongoloid races also led to adapfations and assimilations, 
in many important directions in the older order of Indian customs and institutions. 
The gradual assimilation of Budhisra itself was a phenomenon of the greatest import- 
ance* Ihe Yedic religion survived but it was transformed. The Puranas and Xautraa 
renewed and gave a new expression to the Sanatana Dharma. In the domain of 
literature, art (both useful and fine), soience and mathematics, philosophy and 
metaphysics, these centuries were also productive of fruits that were and stifi are of 
the greatest interest and value. Great poets like Kalidas and Bhavabhuti, and great 
philosophers like Shankaraoharyya and Ramanuja and also other pioneers and masters 
in other fields formed a galaxy of men of genius and talents which showed that an 
age of , political dis-equilibrium and confusion in India was yet not necessarily an age 
of cultural depression and darkness and social disruption* The soul of India oould. 
apparently, function to its best advantage in spite of hor troubled politics. 
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But whilst this was true for some time it could not he true for all time. Her politics 
at last began to tell on her constitution. We do not, however, propose to continue the 
story through the Mohammedan and British periods. Ihe historv of these periods is 
more settled and definite in features, aud these are, generally, well-known. One special 
feature, which is not always clearly recognised and to which we should like to draw 
attention is this. From the twelfth century right up to the eighteenth, or even for 
some time later, the Hindu power of revival and regeneration, of initiation and execu- 
tion, was never like dead or even dying. Independent and often powerful kingdoms 
like Yijayanagar in the South, those of Pratap, Bhivaji and the Peshwas in the west 
(we do not mention some others e. g. fthose in Bengal) would, now and then, 
proudly lift their heads and challenge the authority of the great Moslem emperors. 
Under that authority, too, there flourished many great Eiiadu administrators, Ministers, 
governors, generals and fiuanoiers. In short, during the Mohamodan era the Hindu 
genius was not at its best but it was not quite decadent. 

The MorramEDikN Rule 

The Mohammedan conquerors, again, from Mahomed Ghori who wrested the sceptre 
of the kingdom of Dolhi from Frith viraj after a first unsuooossful attempt, came to 
India as foreigners but they did not remain horo as foreigners. India was the land 
of their adoption. Raids like those by Ohengis Khan or Nadir Bhah were rare and 
they did not represent the normal course of ovents. India sufTerod, and sometimes 
badly, no doubt, from tho oEeots of the conquering ardour and proselytising xeal of 
some of the Mohammedan rulers. But tho groat Moghuls were as much *‘chil<lroa of 
the soil” as tho humblest of the Hindu ‘‘heathon”. And this sharing together by 
the Hindus aud Mussalmans of a common ‘^hearth and homo” naturally (endod 
to breed a consciousness of community of interests in both as India's offspring. 
There was a steady assimilation of the somitio and Indo-Arvan cultures also 

and even a growing understanding and appreciation of one religion by the other. 

The religions touched and oven blended with each other at their highest points— 
e, g. in Sufism and Vodantio mysticism. They also mot and evolved a broad common 
“shrine” to which folk beliefs, practices and institutions would bring their united 
homage. Even a common dialect (Urdu or Hindusthani) was evolved between the two 
in Northern India which gradually blossomed into a fine literature. Tho patronage 
extended by tho Mohammedan emperors to Music, Arehitocturo oto. was also fruitful 
of very fine results. India's wealtu attracted the trade and commerce of tho whole 
civilised world. In fact, America or tho West Indies was discovered in an attomfit 
to discover an western route to the Indian market. British, French, Dutch ^ and 
Portuguese traders all came and scrambled for market, and eventually, for political 
power in India. It is also worthy of note that oven under the sway of such master- 
ful monarchs as Bhor Shah, Akbar or Aurangseb, tho government of tho country was 

in the main, docontralisod, allowing provinoml and local autonomy— down to the 
autonomy of tho village units— -to adquately function* Even petty local chiefs— like 
tho feudal lords of tho mediaeval West— never unlearnt tho art of fighting and 
governing. So it was always possible for a man of ambition au<l ability, like Shivaji 
for example, to evolve sanctions whereby ho could implemoat his high politicaKaspira* 
lions. It was the very largo moasu’O of local automony and local iaitiativo that exis- 
ted that rendered possible tho rise of tho Marhatta ana sikh Powers and also of the 
kingdoms of Hydor Ali and the Nizam In the south. And British Power in India in 
its rise to paramountoy found its most formidable rivals or powerful allies in them. 

In 1599, during tho reign of Queen Elizaboth* some merchants of London formed 
an association for tho purpose of trade with India, and this assooiation was granted a 
royal charter of incorporation. At first this Company was purely a trading oonoorn 
establishing factories m the east and west coasts of India and in Bengal ana adminis- 
tering Its affairs in tho three “presidencies” which were at first independent of one 
pother but subordinate to tho Board of Directors at home. In courso of time, 
however, chiefly with a view to preserving and consolidating its growing and 
extensive^ trade in India, in tho face of the French rivalry and intrigue and 
the prevailing political anarchy and unrest in the land, it established military 

f arnson of defence which soon became involved in hostilities that saddled it with 
smtorial responsibilities. It fought some decisive battles in Madras aud in Bengal, 
which raised a trading company to the status of a political Power in India, French 
mtrigue failed and French rivalry praotioally died down in India. Cue of the most 
decisive tattles fought was the tattle of Flassey in4757. The battle was won with the 
aid of faithful native battalions, and with tne active or passive support of the 
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generals and noblemen of the unfortunate young Nawab of Bengal. It is worthy 
of note that the |:tath of British supremacy in Jinha, and often, its influence and 
prestige abroad, has been paved, amongst other things, with the consent, aliiaaoo and 
willing co-operation of the Natives of India. It was so even during the critical 
period of the Sepoy Mutiny, one hundred years after the battle of Plassey. It 
was again so during the “ordeal’* of the last Groat War. The machinoiy of 
administration by the East India Company was from time to time modified 
by acts of Parliament (1773, 1784 ; and the Chaiter Acts of 1793 and 1833). 
By those a Governor-Generai-in-uouncil was made the siipiomo administrative 
authority in India subject to a Board of Control at homo. By the last Act, the Com- 
pany ceased to be a commercial concern and became a political and administrative 
body only. After the Sepoy Mutiny another Act wass passed by which the Government 
of India was transfered from the Company to the Grown, and jiencoforth the Gov- 
ernor-General was also the Viceroy of India. Iho functions of the Government of 
India are wide and its responsibilities heavy. But its responsibilities arc to the Crown 
and the Parliament. It has not rested on an elective popular basis. There have been 
legislative bodies, but its motions, resolutions and votes have not, except as regards 
certain matters of secondary importance under the Act of 1919, a binding uilect on 
the Government. 

India’s contributions and sacrifices in the Groat War were groat, but “reward” 
that come in the shape of the Parliamentary Declaration promising her a “a progressive 
realisation of responsible governmeut”, the stages and times of which wore to be 
determined by the Parliament alone, was not comforting to her nationalist aspirations. 
And the Government of India Act of 3919, which is still in actual function tliongh it 
has been, apparently, bioadoned and amplified in some directions l>y a re(jont Parlia- 
mentary Statute, did not not meet the wishes or ojcprctations of India. By that Act 
dyarchy or a hind of dual responsibility was established ip the provinces, ‘where the 
“nation-building” subjects wore “transferred” to Ministers (not responsible however 
to the legislatures), whilst the more important subjects were “reserved”. In practice tlie 
transference of certain subjects to Ministers (who wore appointed by, hold ofTico under 
the pleasure of, and were responsible to, the Governor) meant little moro than a 
complication of the administrative machinery which became, in oonseqnonco, moro cum-* 
brous and expensive. ^ The Central Government continued to remain unitary under tho 
scheme. The legislative bodies, both provincial and central, were expanded with non- 
official majorities, but this placed little power, for construction or oven for obstruction 
in the hands of the popular parties. Whilst the liberals procoodod to work the schomii, 
the main body of nationalist forces, as represented by tho Indian National Congres:?, 
would not first even look at it, But some time later, under the guidance of Mr. 0. E, 
Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru, a Swaraj Party, analogous to the present OongicsH 
Fariiamentary Party, was formed which entered tho legislatures, both provincial and 
central, in telling numbers and by its obstructionist tactics caused not a little emba- 
rrassment to those entrusted with the work of day to day administration. In some 
provinces it was even able to “wreck” dyarchy for a time. Generally, however, 
the system has worked, though not satisfactorily even according to official apprecia- 
tion. We need not in particular refer to the unwelcome labours of tho All- White 
Statutory Simon Commission, to which even the habitually co-operating liberals 
refused to lend their co-operation. Meanwhile the Congress ideology was becoming 
bolder day by day, and the Lahore session adopted a resolution setting as the 
of India complete fndependonoe or Puma Swaraj. A campaign of civil disobodionce 
followed to create “sanctions under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi who has been 
really at the helm of Congress affairs since the early twenties. The Round Table 
idea was broached rather too late ; but Mahatma Gandhi after concluding, what is 
^^indhi-Irwin Pact joined the Couferonce subsequently* The result of 
the deliberations of that body fell short of tho Congress demand* And the Congress 
again withdrew its offer of co-operation. ® 
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INTRODUCTION 


pe year m India opened with a significant event, si^^nifioant 
of the new place that our country occupied in the life and thoSht 

Inai.n Science ^ <=^0 Silver Jubilee 

Congress Science Conjjress sittinjy with the 

Silver Jubilee British Association for the Advancement of Science 
r * 1 . 0' oldest countries of the world, home of 

one of the creative civilisations of the world, appeared on the So of 
modern developments in the sciences and arts of life as a student in 
the primary classes. Though great she was in religion, in mysticism ” 
philosophy, m sculpture, xr. painting, and in architoctiire! she hid 
somehow and somewhen been halted in applying the lessons and 
discoveries of the sciences in making life easier and comfortable to 
the commonalty of the realm. It is tliis maturity and immlturitv 
combined m a single personality that is one of the riddles of I*2J 
history. That riddle modern knowledge may or may not bo able to 
explain. But the fact is patent that, after the sleep of ages, Indil Is aLb 
on the “/irch, and on the way to the renewal of the rich life that Bhriffti 

hi 5; Nagarjunrx. BImskaracharli arid LeSSi 

bore witness to. Somehow and somewhen that resurgent life had 
slipped down below the sands as the river Saraswati iTsaid to have 
done. But Jagadish Chandra, Prafuila Chandra, Muhammad Sulairaan 

by'S ' Saha Birbal Sahni. K.lCi havrS 
ny tneir auiievcmonts and aspirations that the stream of life hna 

Sd», «bi,di'Xiifc'ofir, 

Due of the earliest utterances of humanity issued out of tbo lino 
for^'fathers when they rLSves 

world where darkness, mental ^^d material, seemed to brood over it and 
Quett for encircle xt. from the untrue load me unto the true* 

Ultimate ffora darkness lead me nnto the light; from death 

Hoahty lead mo unto immortality^ Ho did voice tho 

, • ^Iii th© S6coDd[ dco0.d[6 of the 19 tb# <5011^ urv 011^ of fhia 

r« ST B A “‘sssr«4ribS““o?dw tssfM, 
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Under other suns and in difforcnii; environments the qnest has again 
stumbled on the same truth, in newer grab it may be, and with hints 
and suggestions, with indicatioiis and proofs of higher and wider alti- 
tudes of experience. 


IndWs Contri- 
bution to 
World Thought 


Thoughts like these stirred one^s mind as this panorama of human 
journey through the ages unrolled before one. But stronger than 
this feeling of historic continuity was the fear that 
modern science by its discoveries auid inventions 
has placed in man^s hands instruments of dostructioii 
that can work havoc in the life of men and women, 
in the life of nations. It was also felt that India, one of the cldc^r 
brothers of humanity, with the heritage of Uio centuri<»H, described by 
William Durant, as — “the tolerance and gentleness of a mature mind, 
the quiet content of the unnoquisitive soul, the calm of the understand- 
ing spirit, and a unifying love for all things^^— India may have a 
message to the modern world to heal the sores, to still the discon- 
tents, and sublimate the greed and passions that have been threatening 
the bright prospect opened out by the sciences. To these hopes IHs 
Excellency Lord Linlithgow gave eloquent expression in his spo<‘ch 
inaugurating the Silver Jubilee Session of the Indian Science (longross. 
Addressing the leaders of modern scientific thought and activities, these 
wise men of the East and the West assembled in the modern city of 
Calcutta in the heart of an old country, he said S 

“Even the most enthusiastic believer in Western civilirtation must h‘el to-day a 
certain despondency at the apparent failure of the W<mt to evolve a form of 
society in which material progress and spiritual freedom march comh^rtahly 
together. Perhaps, the West will find in Indians more general eniphiisiH on nimplb 
city and the ultimate spirituality of things a more positive example of the truth 
which the moat advanced minds of the Wtst arc disco veriug, 


For years since the horrors of the last Great War, headers of 
science and philosophy in meetings^ and conferences have b'len feeling 
an atmosphere of gloom charged with the fear that the inventions and 
discoveries of the sciences which claimed to Imvo been 
compelling Nature to lay bare the secrets of power 
Modern Life f^PPcar to have more of destrtictivo propeoHities 
^ in them. They have been feeling more increuMingly 
their responsibility not only for the coming of knowledge but for the 
lingering back of wisdom — wisdom that can make proper use of the know- 
ledge ; they have been becoming more conscious of their social duty 
in the matter of how the fruits of their labours are being used or 
utilised, whether or not these are being harnessed to purposes of good 
or to purposes of evil, to the service of human happiness spread 
among the widest commonalty or to inhuman and unworthy purposes 
of exploitation and domination. Those questions, and the fears of 
which they are expressions, require and demand replies from the Icsad- 
era of the modern world, scientists, philosophers, hc^ads of organised 
religions, politicians and statesmen. The questions have invaded the 
hearts and minds of men and women in every clime, in every strata 
of society. H, G. Wells in his lecture on the Idaa of a World 
Knoydopaedia gave expression to the change that has been happening 
in the minds of even the deuiaens of laboratories, men and women who 
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are supposed to live and work heedless of the world and unheeded by 
the world. Said he : 

“Prominent men of soionoe speak more and more frequently of the responsibi- 
lity of science for the disorder of the world. And if you are familiar with that 
most admirable of all newspapers. Nature and if you care to turn over the files 
of that representative weekly for the past quarter of a century or so and sample 
the articles, you will observe a very remarkable ohaiiRe of note and scope In what 
it has to say to its readers. Time was when Nature was almost pedantically 
special and scientific. Its detachment from politics and general affairs was 
complete. But latterly the concussions of the social earthquake and the vibrations 
of the guns have become increasingly perceptible in the laboratories. Nature from 
being specialist have become world-conscious so that it is almost haunted week 
by week by the question : “"What are we to do, before It is too late to make what 
wo know and our way of thinking effective in world affairs ?” 

This awareness of the recluse of science of the discontents and maladies 
of the world is no phenomenon. In the njillenial history of India it is on 
record that when the ideals and philosophies of social 
Responiibility conduct decayed, and by their decay poisoned social 

*** West t*'® saints and sages of Ilindusthan are known 

to have gathered in sylvan retreats — one of which, 
that of Namisaranya, has a distinct place in tho history of Hindu 
life and thought— to discuss the etiology of the diseases that had 
invaded the social body, and to think of and find remedies for the same. 
And in our own time, and in our country when the Indian Science 
Congress sat at Calcutta in a joint meeting with the British Associa- 
tion for tho Advancement of Science, tlio expectation was natural that 
tho leaders of science in India and Britain would give a turn to tho 
philosopliy of conduct that should guide, the men whoso labour has 
wrought tho changes in our material e.xistenco and opened out vast 
and undreamt of possibilities for t!io enrichment of human life. Men 
and women have laboured and desired tliat this modern awakening 
may find fulfilment in increasing self-realisation, and in self-respect 
awakened in the hearts of tho many. Tho materia! superiority of the 
West, tho pre-eminenco of the West in world affairs gained during 
the last one hundred and seventy-five years, tho political domination of 
the world by Western peoples, have laid a special responsibility on 
them to work towards tho consummation hoped for by prophets, and 
dreamt of by poets. It is being increasingly realised that it is common 
human effort that can bring nearer peace on earth and good will among 
men, that so long as one nation or people was left on tho wayside 
uncared for, unfriended and slow, the progress of humanity would stand 
halted. Modern developments have made possible a common human effort* 
have laid down the material foundations of a common efl'ort through 
erasing material distances between countries and peoples. 

In days beyond memory and beyond record India bad radiated shafts 
of good life to surrounding countries, and oven to countries beyond 
seas and oceans. Buddhism had carried India’s message 
—of India Iq Wegt . Persia through her centuries 

of contact with India had imbibed ideas and knowledge which she 
transferred to Arabia and Syria, Egypt and Oreeoe ; the Arabs were 
the torch-bearers to the West of the %ht from India and Greece. 
That invasion of ideas created the Besaissance that was the starting- 
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point of modern civilisation. And the thought is not far-fetched that 
the West has been paying the debt, though in the process it has 
destroyed many things of value in the life of its ancient benefactors. 
The West has widened the bounds of knowledge in certain fields, 
enriehod human personality in certain of its manifestations, imparted a 
new impulse to the efforts that would wrest her secrets from Nature. 
But it has been India's glory, her quest, to seek and find <.ho unity 
and harmony that pervaded the divorsiMes of creation. In thought 
and idea this unity was early perceived by philosophers in India. A 
modern Indian savant, Jagadish Chandra Bose, has presented this 
realisation to the test of our senses, helping to strengthen in us the 
sense of the universal. Speaking at the Royal Institute of London ho 
thus spoke of these intuitions and perceptions of his ancestors : 

“It was when I came upon the mute witnese of those self-made records 
i(of plants under fatigue, stimulants and poisons), and perceived in them one phase 
of a pervading unity that bears within it ail things — the mote that quivers in 
ripples of light, the teeming life upon our earth, and the radiant sun that shines 
above us— it was then that I understood for the nrst time a little of that message 
proclaimed by my ancestors on the banks of the Ganges thirty oonturios ago : 
‘‘They who see but one, in all the changing manifoldncss of the universe, unto 
them belong the eternal truth, unto none else, unto none else.’’ 


The intensification of this realisation during the sittings of the 
Indian Science Congress raised the expectation that the le-adora of 
British scientific thoughts and activities who presided 
™ Modem Congress as well as over many of its aec- 

tional conferences and participated in and enriched 
the discussions would be able to remove doubts and 
fears from the minds of the general public that modern scientific 


developments were terribly destructive and have not been able to 
evolve that moral order in the hearts of men and women that could 


control and regulate the vast powers discovered by modern science, 
and thoir use for the enrichment of human life. It may be the truth 
that the doctrines are twisted by the practical men of affairs to satisfy 
some temporary need, individual,^ communal or national, to get some 
quick results. The history of religious communities, of how the life 
and thought, the sayings and the practices of the Masters aro distorted 
by the disciples, is full of such instances. So it is with science. The 
unity that pervades nature, the inter-dependence of the units for thoir 
own fulfilment and for the fulfilment of the purposes of the whole, 
this realisation may be transparently clear in the laboratory but not so 
in the habits of life. The powers that science has placed in man’s 
hands are moved by Impulses and passions that forget the unity of 
human relations. This forgetfulness is a strange phenomenon when 
science has demonstrated its presence and its place in holding together 
creation of which a mere speck is human society. And there is a 
mood of despair of 19th. century science that created high hopes of 
its being able to solve every problem that tortured human existence, 
that have produced abounding goods, mental and material, but have 
failed to distribute these equally. This despair has led to a spirit and 
practice of intolerance, to restriction and suppression of freedom on 
trhich the 19th. century had prided itself so much. 
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Men and women of today hold science to be responsible for these 
disappointments and failures. And they seek shelter from these dis- 
appointments’and failures in some authority that can boldly 
Rite of assert that it is infallible, that it only can promise men 

Dictatorship and women all that they lack in their material life. 

Here is the seed plot, observers say, of that reversal of 
the social and political beliefs, of the evolution of modern civilisation. 
Here is the seed-plot, they say, of the dictatorship of classes, {»ronps 
or individuals, that is a characteristic development of the after-w.ar 
years. Many minds have set themselves to finding the causes of this 
profound misgiving and loss of nerves on the part of the present 
generation, to accounting for the retreat that we have been witnessing. 
One of these interprets it as such ; for, in spite of all the loud speaking 
what wo are watching is a panic retreat. 

“The dictatorships are not tho production of a sudden passion to explore and 
to open up a now ago. They aro indicativu of a flight back to tho smaller and 
less frightening past.” 

When one finds that in Qisnnany they talk of recalling tho d-ays of 
Wotan, in Italy of reviving the glories of Scipio' Africanus, the 
interpretation may not bo wholly far-fetched. But tho aggressiveness, 
dominance and enterprise of which wo hear so much have all the 
appearance of a repudiation of things that have been valued by tlio 
Western world for fifteen centuries and more. And the bluster of this 
talk may suggest that an inner wc<akne8S is being propped up by 
loud-speaking. All this may be true. But there cannot be any manner 
of doubt that the leading nations of tho world to-day aro experiencing a 
terrifying sense of being at a loss. And the pcoplc.s who arc less organised, 
who depend for tiieir oxistonco on tho benevolent neutrality of the 
greater Powers aro ill at case, not knowing which way to turn for 
safety and self-respecting life. 

We in India are also under tho influence of this world-wide 
disappointment and fear. J?or about two centuries British metliods of 
, administration and enlightenment have established an 

U»Br& jJpanoM order of things that is today threatened with disturbance 
ImpexiaUun both from inside and outside. Attacks on British Imperia- 
lism from Indian Nationalism, and on British supre- 
macy in South East Asia from tho rising Imperialism of Japan have 
put a now complexion on affairs in this region of the earth. India's 
struggle for independence, for tho renewal of her national solf-respoet 
has thus gained an importance transcending her own borders, involv- 
ing the fate and fortune of nearly half the population of tho world. 
In the successive four volumes of the Indian Annual Eegider, those 
dealing with the years 1936 and 1937, an attempt has been made to 
understand and explain its meaning and significaneo. It is being 
inSuenoed and affected by extra-Indian factors, tho chief of which is 
the invasion of Ohina by Japan and the disturbance in the balance 
of power precipitated by the success or failure of Japan’s “mission" in 
rescuing Asia from the thraldom, political, economic and cultural, of 
the West. This is Japan's plea for extending her military operations 
thmiurhont Cfhina. onerationa that started in the small aflmr at the 
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Marco Polo bridge in July, 1937. But Japan’s encroachments on the 
mainland of Asia has a longer history, a reference to which is 
neeessary to understand the vast changes threatened in the i)olitics 
and economics of the islands and countries in and around the 
Pacific Ocean. 


For the last six years since the occupation of Manchuria by Japan 
and the setting up of the kingdom of Manchukuo with the last of 
Mancha emperors of China, Pu-Yi, on the thivne, much is being 
writteo and told of the ultimate results of Japanese activities and 
, ambitions. If the imperialism of Dai Nimion, Great 

puri ^i! ”fff "farn- sneceeds in realising its objective, it will 

ne*e China as aiUindc-pendent State ; tlio illimitable 

resources, natural and human, of this country, con- 
controlled, organised and marshalled by Japan, will change the imsition 
of affairs in Asia, will give a new shape and form to international 
life. Put in simple language it will nnsin that the supremacy of 
Western Powers, east of the Suez, cannot last longer Jtlinn two 
decades. Which, further analysed, will be found to indicate that 
China, Indo-China, Siam and Tibet would either form part of the 
Japanese Empire or be protected countries of tlu.s eastern Island 
Empire ; that the islands near about would by the very force of the 

whirl-pool set up be sucked into the same Stat(!-organisa(ion. Sir 

Ian Hamilton who was representative of the Indo-British Oovcrnnuuit 
with the Ja|)ancse army dining the Russo Japanese war in his “Scrap 
Book” and ‘The Soul of an Army” gave his iinprcHsions of the 
possibilities of the Japanese army and the spirit that animated the 

nation which poured out of its huts the soldiers of the Mikado. 

When Japan began to_ look westwards the most consiiiouous phciio- 
menon on the new horizon was the figure of I’russia rapidly mounting 
to a new seat of power in Europe, aggrandized by the three swift 
victories over Denmark, Austria and France, This was an example 
that Japan has cherished with the whole strength of her being, nursed 
and nurtured in the traditions of the Samurai 

“This penetration of the Gorman ideal into the Parlhcr East was military ; it 
has yet to bear the fruits, and do not Jot us fall into (ho fmistnke of overiookinc 
a principle because we had smashed those who had expounded it.” 

Sir Ian Hamilton’s fears appear to becoming true ; and ho has 
hvcdto say in the beginning of this year in an army dinner in 
J^ndon that his sensing of the danger Swas right; that Japan would 
start from Hankow and halt at the conquest of Bengal, taking in the 
intervening countries in the process. 


The prospect traced above has not been quite an unfamiliar acquain- 
tance with the world. Since the opening years of this century when 
The Yellow Japan defeated big Russia, “Yellow Peril” has 

Peril “ disturbing element in the smooth working of 

xjrMi- Europe and America; Ex-Kaiser 

t * 1 . • 1 j, V®®" creditod with being the protagonist 

of the Idea that Japan would load the four hundred millions of yellow 
men to the conquest of the world. In his book-'“My Memories.” 
publisaea from his exile homo at Doom, be speaks of utilizing 
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‘‘Tsar Nicholas It’s anxiety at the growing power of Japan to the 
advantage of Germany and general European culture/^ And speaking 
sorrowfully of white peoples inviting to their quarrels the new power 
of Japan he gave expression to a certain prophetic feeling in the 
following words S 

“WlieQ once Japan has made a reality of her watch-wood -“Asia for Asiatics”— 
and hfousht China and India under her sway, Eugiaud will cast her eyes al)Out 
in search of Germany and the Gorman fleet.” 

Though a writer, Sir Frederick Whyte, sometime President of the 
Indian Legislative Assembly, calls this adding up of the^raillions of 
China and India, multiplied by the power of Japan, as the “Arithmetic 
of Bedlam”, developments since 1933 have not helped to sustain this 
confidence. The Salesman and Nation (London Weekly) charac- 

terised in 1934 a certain japanc.se move as “a challenge to the world 
and another step forward on the road of Japanese Imperialism” ; it 
declared further that Japan had taken the measure of European 
Powers, hopelessly divided against one another, and incapable of 
rescuing China from “the fate which Japan has marked out for her* ; 
and a leader of the British Conservative Party and a leader of the 
peace movement, Lord Robert Cecil, oal'ed out for a “common cause 
of the United States of America in face of Japanese challenge”. 

But Japan was not always as suspect as she is today. A British 
writer assessed the value of the Anglo- Japanese Alliance (1902) as 
follows : “on our side wo have gained an ally whose 
political integrity is certainly equal to that of any 

Orctefne” powcr in the world, and whose co oiieration is worth 
far more to us than a thousand Anglo-German and 
Anglo-Rnssian agiN'ements.” It was President Theodore Roosevelt who 
suggested in 190’) to Viscount Kaneka the plan that Japin should 
establish a Japanese “Monroe Doctrine” for Asia; ho had, of course, 
in mind the protcuLion from European encroachments, not instigation 
of aggressive and imperialist desires. Japan’s “paramount interest” 
in Korea was also recognised at that time, leading to the establishment 
of a “protectorate” in 1910, and absorption in the Japanese Empire 
in 1911. Secretary Bryan in the first Woodrow Wilson administration 
recognised in 1915 that “territorial contingnity creates special relations 
between Japan and these territories” (south Manchuria and eastern 
Mongolia). Secretary Lansing in 1917 recognised that “Japan had 
special interests in China, particularly in the parts to which her posses- 
s'ons are contiguous”; Ambassador Castle representing the U, S. A. 
at the Court of Japan, declared in 1930 that "Japan mnst be and will 
be the guardian of peace in the Pacific.” Those American recogni- 
tions of a sort of a Japanese “Monroe Doctrine* were all made on 
the assumption that Japan would not be bitten by buperiaiistio 
ambitions ; Great Britain also rccogalsfsd the log^p of the position. 

But there has been a change Jn the spirit of herdneams on the part 
EvitEmtepk at of Japan. The example of the. Western Powers with 
the honourable exceptlpB of the United States of 
1 fowwM Amerfoai has been infeoSous. Japan could not long retnaim 
a hermll kin^om in spir^ JMt. When Ahe had defeated Etwhi 
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writers in compliment culled her the “ISriluin of the EaHt^^ This 
compliment went into her head and she followed the ex’umple set 
by Britain, the pioneer of imperialistic agjrressiori in the modern world, 
Japan has been a late comer in the field, a late arrival. Others had 
preceded her by about half a century. 


The process brj^an in 1810 wh<m Britain extracted ITon^kon^s: as 
‘Veparation^^ for China^s impudence in op{)Osin<i; the British rio:ht of 


Western Powers 
Crabbing 

Chinese Territories 
Pacific on wliicli 


introducing opium into OIiinoKO torritorioH ; in ItSfiO 
Tsarist Russia signed a Convention with Oliina 
by which she giiinod 3,()0,000 miles of CHuncsc 
territory, including (iOO miles of coast-lines on tho 
stands tho Vladivostoek of to day ; in lH(i2 Britain 


annexed Lower Burma (a tribulaiy to China) ; ' y tho ('h(‘foo Conven- 
tion of 1876 “the virtual control of the Yang-fzo Valley foil into her 
hands” ; in 1884-85 Auiiiun became a French “protcetorato” ; in 1886 


Britain annexed Ui)per Burma ; Portugal soiznd Macao in 1887 ; British 


overlordship over Sikkim was recognised by China in 1890 ; Great 
Brifonn and France declared Slam “independent” in 1893-94 ; 
and tho “formal Iribule” to China was stopped ; in liS91-95: broko 


out the first Sino-Japancso war out of which Japan got Formosa, and 
Korea was declared ‘‘indopendcat”; in 1898-’99 Rtissin, Great Brititin 


f and France reaped a bumper harvest of Chinese territories through leases 
terminable at the end of 25 or 99 years. Thus, to quoto a Chinese 
writer, “by 1899, in all China’s 3,000 miles of coast line, there was 


not a harbour she could mobilisio her ships in without tho consent of 

the foreigner” ; in 1900 Russia occuined Manchuria ; in 1904 

Britain invaded Tibet, a Chinese dopend<!noy ; in 1911 Japan annexed 
Korea. This lifting of Chinese teiritorics on one ex(!nse or other by 
Western Powers has been a bad example, a groat temptation to Japan, 
a great t hreat to the integrity of her own life, to her imlitioal and 
economic interests. 


And it did not take Japan long to follow this example, to suceuinb 
to this temptation, and to sot about sirengthening her politujal and 
I economic supremacy in Eastern Asia. Duniing the last 

Japan c^^faon Qjgjjt Wj^. ^hon the Western Powers were all locked 
Example i** ^ death struggle Japan had tho chance of her life- 
time to bring China under her control. This sho sought 
to do by the 21 Demands presented to the President of tho Chinese 
Republic on January 18, 1915. These affected China’s political indepen- 
dence, and sought to establish a veiled overlordship by Japan over her 
territories. Without going fully into all tho implications of all tho 
Demands, the significance of one or two of them may be stressed hero. 
Japan demanded that tho Chinese Central Government shall give employ- 
ment to influencial Japanese as advisors in political, financial and military 
affairs ; that the Police Departments in important places should be joint- 
ly administered by the Japanese and Chinese ; that Cluna shall purchase 
from Japan a fixed amount of munitions of war (say 50 per cent or more 
of what is needed by tho Chinese Govorraent), and that there shall be 
established in China a jointly-worked Sino-Jiipaneso arsenal, Japanese 
technical experts being employed and Japanese material being t)ur- 
chased. After four months of almost fruitless discussion China was 
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compelled under threat of an ultimatum, the throat of war, to sign ac- 
ceptance of these demands on May 9, 1915. These 21 Demands gave 
notice to the world, to the Western Powers, that the days of their pre- 
dominance in eastern Asia wore almost gone, that in theory and in fact 
Japan must be accepted as “the guardian of peace in the Pacific”. 
Britain, the United States and Prance recorded protests against the spirit 
and procedure of these demands. And there were no proof that Japan 
had recognised the validity of the.se protests. But at the Wa.shington 
Conference (1922) Japan surrendered all the advantago.s economic, finan- 
cial and political, that she had gained in and over China and the other 
IPowera. Why did she do so has remained a mystery even today. The 
Chinese were weaker than what they have proved themselves to bo 
today ; the Western Powers were we.akcr also. Still Japan surrendered 
her advantageous position in China. Others in Japan’s position have not 
been as magnanimous. 


But racial memories, national ambitions, persist and survive ; they 
may sink into the region of the unconscious, remain qiuo.seent there for 
_ decades, even for centuries. But soon or late these 

***JapMeie crui)t into consciousness, and seek and find fulfilment 

ImpetialUm. hi the world of reality. In 1921 the then Japanese 
Premier Tanaka presented n memorandum to the then 
Emperor of Japan which described in full detail the successive stages 
of the victorious march of his armies over tho mainland of Asia which 
will make Dai Nippon the greatest Power in tho world. Tho memo- 


randum may be regarded as the madne.ss of Jinpcrialist logic, but there 
is no indication that it did not roiiresont tho Ihonghts of dreamers, the 
aspirations of a consider, able section of the higher civil and military 
bureaucracy of this island Empire in the Pacific, the “Britain of tho 
East”. And historians, Japano.so and others, havii related for tho ins- 
truction of the world the stoi 7 of the _ divine origin of the Japanese 
islands, emperors and iieople — tho origin that must roach its destined 
goal in (ho Son of Heaven^ ruling over the hirtile nations of tho resurrec- 
ted East. Will Durant in his Sioff/ of Cipilixalion (juotes the argument ns 
it presented itself to Japanese society about two centuries back, as it was 
stressed by a racial enthusiast of that ago : 


“It is most Ismonlaltlo that so mnnh igriornn<m should prevail ns to the ovidonces 
of the two fundameulal doctrines that Jaiiaii is thfi country of tho pjodn, anti hot 
^habitan^ the dcBcondantfl of tho ^cod«. Butwoon tht? Japanoso peopl(5 and the 
Chinese, ilindns, KussiariH/iDutoh, Biamiso, Camodiaris and other nations of the 

world. there’Iis a diflbrcnco of kind rath(*r than of The ji^ods who created 

all countries ♦bclon^:?ed, without exception, fo the Divine and were all bom in 

Japan, so that Japan is their native country. Foroi^jja countries wore, of course, 

produced by the power of tho creator gods, but they wore not b(‘gotten by lajauagi 
and llzanami, nor did they give birth to the Goddess of tho Bun, which Is tho cause 
of their inferiority^' 


Here is the tradition of Japan^s right to hegemony in the world* 
mo men and ophiions^^ that established in tho 18th. century tho Sonno 
Jo-i movement to honour the I^mperor and expel tho foreign barba- 
rians'^ ; in the i 9th. century that spirit and those opinions inspired tho 
Japanese people to overthrow the Shogunato and restore the Bupremaoy 
of the Divine House ; and in tho 2()th. century have been driving the 
Japanese people on tfaeir mission of conquest and sotting tho world 
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aright by teaching it the “imperial way” of human conduct that alone 
can restore balance and happiness to humanity tossed on the discon- 
tents of the present ago. 


I have dealt with the Sino-Japanese in some detail in order to 
understand and explain the repurcussions of the events in China on the 
minds of the people of Siam, Burma, and India. It is 
Fear of Japan useless to deny, it will be well to recognise, that the 
victorious march of Japan over China has disturbed the habits and 
thoughts of these peoples as never before since the days of the Napo- 
leonic wars. To many of them events in Europe, the challenge of 
Germany and Italy to the imperialisms of Britain and France, have 
sounded as echoes of distant events, of battles far away. But Japan’s 
march towards the heart of China, the long-range flights of her 
bombers, have set the b.az'ir.s of Bangkok, Mandalay. Rangoon, Calcutta, 
Madras, Bombay and Delhi buzzing with gossip of a groat change itj 
Eastern Asia with which tlic fate and fortune of their own lives wore 
intimately bound up. The retreat of Britain and Franee in Europe in 
face of the challenge referred to above, of Britain, Fiance and the 
United Slates in face of Japan’s aggression on their vested interests in 
China, of Eussui’s indistinct attitude towards the Sino-.Ja{ianesc war — 
all these have created an apprehension in the minds of the peoples of 
the countries mentioned above that a now Power will be appearing in 
the horizon of their life eclipsing those that influence or hold tliem in 
subjection today. 


Specially has this apprehension been gaining strength in their minds 
when they find leaders of European and American thought almost 
. . prepared to recognise the inevitability of Japan’s over- 

Wert ^parea lojdship ovcr the ISast. One of these, a sym])af.heti<*. 

accept aefeal student of the culture of the Asiatic peoples, of wide 

knowledge of the causes of the rise and fall of 
nations, a publicist of the United States, writes : 

“UaTing taught Japan the ways of industry and war wo must bn patient wiih 
the destiny that has niiniod her for the moment as the economic ami military mis- 
trcBS of the East. We need not grudge the children of the Snn their hoar of power 
and glory, their fragile Empire and their uncertain wealth. Thero is room in the 
woild for both of us ; and, if we will it, the seas are still enough to giro us peace.” 

Statements like these, and the patience of British and the United 
States diplomats and politicians under grave provocation from Japanese 
soldiers and officers flushed with victory in Cliina, 
carry tho message that the victorious West has 
been preparing herself to evacuate from her posi- 
tions gained with blood and iron and by break- 
ing every one of tho Ten Commandments of tho Bible. This 
prospect is not unwelcome to tho people concerned. But the feeling is 
neutralized by tho fear that in the great competition in arras and in- 
dustry in the modem world they have been rendered weak and kept 
weak by the policy of the imperialist Powers that have been for 
centuries ruling over their destinies. Even the proverbial fatalism of 
Eastern peoples does not appear to be able to roconeile them to the 
change if Japan were successful in her invasion of China. Siam has 
made her peace with Japan ; Burma appears apprehensive more of 


India not so 
prepared 
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the hordes of Chinese rushing to her >shores and threatening her eco- 
nomic life ; and if her press can be taken as a sure mitror of her 
feelings and sentiments she appears to be unconcerned with 
whether Britain or Japan dictates the policy of her administration 
hoping, perhaps, that Japan, an Asiatic nation and partly Buddhist, 
could not be worse than the Christian imperialism of the West. Indian 
revolutionaries who have found shelter in Japan entertain the idea 
that India should be neutral in feeling and attitude towards the Sino- 
Japanese war. But leaders of Indian thought and nationalism, Rabindra 
Nath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, have in unmistakable language ex- 
pressed the real mind of India in its detestation and horror of this 
adventure of JapaiPs, directing a blow at the heart of China, on her 
self-respect as a nation, on the vast economic interests, the product of 
the life and labour of her industrious millions. 


But, this change in Indian feeling and attitude is due to the ways 
of Japan's capitalist imperialism. Time was, not thirty years back, 
T j- Aj • when Japan was an inspiration to us in our fight for 
of national freedom. It is on record that Okaknra, 

author of The Ideals of the Kuat, inspired with his 
presence, with his talks and writings the leaders of the 
Indian Nationalist Movement in the opening'yoars of this century. During 
the Russo-Japanese war, the sympathy of India was wimlly with fho 
small island i)eople ; her victory act tho hearts of subjects peoples in 
the East athrill with joy rand pride, fired their ambitions and 
hopes for national freedom. Wo came to regard Japan as tho leader 
of the awakened Asia, ub the shield and bulwark of Asiatic freedom, 
Since those days Jaiian ijas boon a place of pilgrimage to Asiatic 
patriots, an asylum to exiles from the many lands of Asia. But thoHO 
feelings are changed to-clay. And Asiatic peoples, people int Indiai do 
feel that there is little to choose between imperialism, Western or 
Eastern. It is under tlie impulse of this change that the President of 
the Indian National Congress, Sri Sublias Chandra Basn, called upon 
his people to celebrate the AlUndia China Day on the 18tli Juno, 
1938. Speeches delivered on the occasion expressed more tho Borrow 
than an anger that China should be tho victim of aggression by a 
nation that was by tradition and history kindred to her. The meotings 
repudiated Japan's fellowship with modern imperialism ; they helped 
to stir moral and spiritual :bolp to China, to organise the material 
help that was necessary to make tho Medical Mission to China, being 
organised on behalf of tho Indian National Congress, a success, 

Events in China have created fears in India that have made the 
problem of Indian defence a question of intense interest, and of km 
I...!..!...- controversy with the JBritish bureaucarcy iu India, 
ness in " Prcss of Buropo and the United Stales have rung 

defencci With denunciations of Japan*s methods of war, of their 
cruelty and horror. Indian papers have reproduced 
these, and created and extended the foar'of developments in intornation-* 
tsd affairs when nations acem to have lost their conscience, thoir honour, 
their respect for tho sauetity of treaties and solemn covenents, respect 
for the value and worth of human Hfo and tho self-respect of fellowbeings. 

ly 
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The question is being iiieroasingly framed in Indian minds, increasingly 
being given expression to— what will India do for.' the protection of 
her homes, for the defence of her shores and boundaries, for the free- 
dom of the seas that surround her, for the freedom of the air that 
encompasses her ? Foreign observers have also asked Indian nation- 
alists this question, hinting at the same time that India could not at 
this stage of her life do without British help in the opposition against 
attacks and invasions. One of these, Mr. James A. Mills, staff corres- 
pondent of the Associated Press of America, on his way home from 
China said in course of an interview ; 

“Perhaps the same calamity that has come to peace-loving, unoffending China, 
wonld overwhelm India’s millions, who have snch an innalo hatred of force, war 
and bloodshed.. .Enemies lurk all round India. They will attack when India seems 
the weakest and her people the most inadequately prepared. The law of these 
predatory powers is the law of the jungle...! could give the Indian people a story of 
the horrors of being invaded by a powerful neighbour that would muko them think 
twice before demanding that the British army withdraw from India, or that control 
of that army bo lodged in their own untrained, untried hands.” 

In the last volume of the Indian^ Annual Ecgisler in this section 
of “India in Home Polity”, wo have tried to give a history of tho failure 
. ^ of tho British bureaucracy in India to remove the 

Indi^ ^veriy causcs that have kept I ndiaii minds and hands 

defence. untrained and untried in tho organisation of their 
own defence. There have been controversies with regard 
to the justice or iiijustico of tho charges made against this policy of 
the British administration, and a “reciminatory examination” of the 
acts of omission and commission cannot now bo helpful in solving 
the problem that confronts India today. For half a century and more 
Indian public men and publicists have been claiming on behalf of 
India their right to build up their own defence organisations, 'fho 
Defence Sub-committee of the first Round Table Conference (1.930) 
recognised on behalf of the British Government for tlic first time in 
their history that “with the development of the new political structure 
in India tho Defence of India must to an increasing extent be the 
concern of tho Indian people, and not of the British Government 
alone.” The Indian people have no reason to feel or believe that the 
logic of this recognition has been accepted by the ruling authorities 
so far as it must result in positive action. Dl-cussion in tlio Central 
Legislative Assembly started by Indian members for tho ludianisatiou 
of the Indian Army call forth tho old stereotyped replies about 
inefficiency, lack of technical equipment and skill, and tho inelasticity 
of Indian finance which are said to be sfanding in tho way of financing 
tho needs and demands of a modern army, navy, and air craft. The 
suggestion is that it is modern industrialism that alone can create the 
wealth capable of upholding a modern nation in the competition of the 
armament race. And India being a pro- eminently agrionltural country 
at present, she must be content with the defence arrangements made 
on her behalf by tho British authorities at an expenditure of about 
53 crores of rupees out of her revenues. Tho Defence Secretary, Mr. 
C. M. G- Ogilvio, in course of a discussion during tho budget session 
of this year, March, 1938, said : “It is, I think, true to say that no 
agricultural country can possibly hope to compete with tho colossal 
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burden eiitailod by modern defence annuiiients A.s aj 2 [iuast tins, 

it is rubbed into Indian critics that in the siaojlo item of army 
expenditure the Kritisli exchequer spent more than 38 crores of rupees 
in 1934-35, and in 1938-39 bus budfjjctted for neatly 150 crores 
of rupees. 

The reply of Indian critics to tliis lino of argument is that if India 
were relieved of the Briti>h scale of pay fixx'd by liritisli adiuirustrators 
^ , for thcMnseIvcs and for British soldiers and olticers 

maintained at Indians expeuHO, the budget of Itidia 
for r^plessiicsl Could (hmnee a bettor and a biggiT civil and military 
force and (qnipmoni. Another charge is prossod agairist 
Britain, and that is that she has been mainlainiiig in India at the cost of 
India a bigger force of British soldiers than is requin'd for the defctice 
of India, Captain Lidd<dl Hart, military correspondent (d‘ the London 
Tme-s, referring to this uiutLu' pointcid out how nudeu’ ‘’tljo iiifluenco of 
painful recollect ons after the Mutiny hi 1S57^^ it was felt juicessary 
by the British adniiuistratorH to fix tlic number of troops in India at 
62,000 British and 125,000 Indian, one British soIditT to two Indian. 
At present the number of troops in India are 57,000 British and 159,000 
Indian, The reasons for this proportion as between British and Indhm 
in the army in India were moni political than military. Witnesses Ix'- 
fore the Peel Commksioii frankly discussed th<‘se which were inspir<'d 
by distrust of Indian soldiers. Another reason wais indicated by Cai>- 
tain Liddell Hart. Wrote ho : 

‘^fcho alloc.ifclnns of fiUuh a high propartlmi of IlriilKh fovcfl to th«^ Army ia 
India xb only jaHlifiiiblc if a cmihithirnhlo part of this cun i)e trcuicU a? part of 
the Empire^B strategio reB<'rve fur the Middle and the Far 

The significance of these words consist in this tliat India has to 
spend mon<?y for Br^tain^s imperial interests ontside in*r territorial 
British boundarh‘S, The majority of the 57,()0(l British H<d(Uers 

continents and ilx'ii* ollicers, stationed in Imlia and paid otit of 
unjustly imposed Induin rcvcuucs, can he t nailed ‘*as purl of the. ICmpm**s 
on India ^ strategic reserve for (he Middle and the Par 
to quote Captain Hart. Ami in justice and ctiniiy Britain should have 
borne the expenses of this part of the army in India* The Qumin 
Coramitteo was appointc<l io discuss this nintUa* of llio allncatioa of the 
proportion of military expenditure between India nnd Britain* An esti- 
mate has it that^ about 10 crores of rup<s‘B would be saved the Indian 
excheqaer if Britain bore (lie expenses of her strategic reHcuwe for the 
Middle and Far East maintainc‘d at the expense of India in Indiati soil* 
International complications in Europe and Asia compel Britain to con- 
centrate on her owti home defence, requiring that her Dominions, colo- 
nics and dependencies should depend for their own d<if<mco more on 
thomsclvoB than on the central power of the Kmptre, The logic of this 
situation is being recognised by the Britinh Cabinet who have authorised 
consultations between British and Anglo-Indian military chiefs with 
regard to the pOBsibilitics of removing a few battalions of British sol- 
diers from India, and thus relieving Jndiu of a part of the burden un- 
justly imposed on her. The British Secretary of State for War, Mr. 
Hore Belisha, during his last budget speech announced that four butta** 
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lions of British soldiers will be taken away from India, Estimates 
showed that each battalion of British soldiers cost Iti-lr lakhs of rupees 
per year. The process begun will, it is hop(d, bo continued till the 
stigma of India depending on British soldiers for the defence of her 
hearths and homes is entirely removed. 

Of the naval defence of India, ot the defence of the more than 
4,000 miles of her coast- line, British^ policy has been as negligent. Tlio 
repetition of tW history will simply inflame Indian feelings to-day. ^Tlic 
neglect of India’s mercantile marine, the recruiting Held 
for sailors and naval officers, has been justified by 
British administrators on what tliey have described a.s 
the “fortunate” circumstance of Britain being the 
“mistress of the Seas” ; and even in the year of disillusionment, 1!)38 
of the Christian era, the Defence Secretary under Lord Linlithgow 
repeated the assurance that “India, in tune of need, has a call on the 
British Navy and the British Air Force”. The Indian Navy at present 
consists of six escort vessels, two of these modern, the rest being out of 
date, obsolete, and due to be rephieod. The duty of an escort vessel 
is to escort convoys of merchant ships or transports, protecting them 
against attacks by submarines or light surface crafts nud also keeping 
the approaches to ports clear of mines and submarines. Daring tlio 
last Great War one single German submarine, tho Emdun, threatened 
the whole trade that passed through the Bay of Bengal and attacked 
the port of Madras. This warning has not been able to rouso the 
British authorities who have undertaken of their free will tho dohmoo 
of Indian shores. And their invariable plea has been of finance, of India’s 
agricultural economy being unequal to findii g the appropriations for 
modern naval war insurance. On behalf of tho Anglo-Indian bureaucracy 
an estimate was presented of the financial needs of a modern navy. 
Even the escort vessels, small ships in themselves, that do duty for the 
Indian Navy cost from 45 to tiO lakhs of rupees each. Tho cost of a 
modern battleship is about 8i crores of rupees ; tho cost of a modem 
cruiser, a heavy cruiser, is rupees 2 croros and CO lakhs or more ; tho 
cost of maintaining a heavy cruiser more than rupees 31 lakhs a year. 
In addition to the actual fighting ships, the vast and enormously cosily 
shore establishments— docks, repair shops and ships, and tho like — 
have to be taken into considei’ation. “Wo certainly would lilce to have 
bigger and larger ships but tho cost of a modern navy, sufficient to 
protect India's shores, would be definitely entirely outside practical 
politics”, declared the Defence Secretary in the Central Legislative 
Assembly. It follows, therefore, that India must consent to go without 
sufficient protection for her shores, and must be kept dependent on the 
British Navy for her own protection. 

If this protection fails— not even tho British Premier in this year 
can assert to tho contrary— India must bo the play-thing of international 
greed. Membership of tho League of Notions of which 
India is by an accident an original member, binding 
ivm covenants for collective’ security, have not been able 

to save Abyssinia, Spain, Austria and China from 
attacks and subjection to alien authority. And if it came to be put 
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to the supreme test no body in Britain can say, no body in India does 
hope, that India would be iminiino to attack or be free 
from another spell of alien subjection. These ap[)rehonBioiis sit heavily 
on the hearts of men and women in India who understand the 
si^;nifieancc of the events that have been ha])peninf^ in our neij|hbour- 
hood in China, and lookin^y towards the west in the countries bordcriu|];; 
the Meditcrranoan Sea, 

In this connection it is necessary to understand the measures which 
Britain proposes to undertake to protect her interests in the countries 
For defence of borderin|]j on the Indian (')ccan. The Mcditerraiujan 
British interests about Iwo centuries, known 

ill Asia as a British lake ; La* the last fifty y(‘ars an under- 

standing between Britain and France has divided 
the southern and eastern shores of this inland sea between these two 
imperialist Powers. When Italy got hold of Tunis she was a janior 
member among the imperialist Combine, and her attcunpt at imperialism 
was accepted as a compliment, as a sincere form of llatic^ry by the 
leaders* But since B)37 Italy has transformed the whole posture 
of affairs in the Mediterranean region ; arud it appears that 
and Prance are agreeable to accept the claim of her lien on the glories 
Ti! * Roman Empire. By that arrangement northern 

Africa^ Syria and Palestine fall within the Italian sphere of influence 
or under her domination. This dcvolopimmt threatens the safety of 
the route of Britain and Prance to their caHt(‘rn dependencies, colonies 
and in the case of the former to her Dominions of Australia and 
(he Newzoaland. The rise of Germany coinjicls Britain and Jfrunce 
to concentrate their armies on their home defence and confine their 
navies to the home waters. Italian Somaliland, and the coo(|ueBfc 
of Abyssiunia introduce Italy into the Indian Ocean ; the rise of Japan 
calls for a nenv rcarrangoinent for the defence of India, Burma, the 
eastoim archipeIago(‘s, and islands under British and Dutch control, and of 
Indo-China und(‘r French, The ovorlortlship of the United States of 
America over the Phillipinos makes it imsHiblo for Britain, France, 
llollancl and the United S^tatos to combine their forces and resources 
^ ^ protection of their econonaie and territorial interests in tiio 
1 aoifio. Jor the defence of the area in southern Asia stretching jfrom 
Aden to Java, Britain will have to shoulder tlic heavier part of the 
I urden. And in the building up of the Singapore Base toe local 
cluets of the Malaya archipelago, Britain and Australia have had 
to toot the bill. And though no treaty binds Britain, France and llolland 
to come to onc^ another's help if any one of them is attacked in their 
territories m this part of the globe, itiioro cannot be any manner of doubt 
that common interests will compel them to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with one another, specially when it is not Germany or Italy 
that can or ^ need attack them but Japan far off from their centres of 
empire. Ihis co-operation docs not, however, relieve Britain of her 
sx>ecial responsibility f^r the dofcnco of her imperialist interests planted 
lu south Arabia, India and Burma* Prior to the Great War, Britain 
was the mistress of the Seas/' and though the bulk of her naval 
lorces had to to bo kept in Eurpean waters, she could easily swoop 
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the ocean and seas clean of the sea dojiK that dared dislrub her supre- 
macy. To-day the air arm has made lliitaiii herself vulnerable, and 
forced on her the costly duly (;f duplicating her ground, water, mid 
air forces. In the Indian ocean and its seas and bays the existing 
squadrons of cruisers will have to be strengthened by battle ships ; the 
Singapore Base will have to bo supported by other bmes, naval and 
air, such for instance either at Sfe Mathew Island and Victoria Point 
off Burma at the mouth of the Era Canal proposed to be constiuctcd 
in Siamese territory at the instance and expense of Japan ; or at 
Trincomalce in north-eastern Ceylon ; or at the new port of Cochin ; 
or at the port of Mukala in the Ilardumaut province quietly acquired 
by Britain in southern Arabia. A few contingents of the British army 
now stationed in India may be trai'sferrcd to new and older garrison 
stations built in the different peninsulas, islands flanking the bays and 
seas of the Indian Ocean. These are the possible arrangements being 
made or to bo made by Britain on her own account without reference 
to India, without consultation with India, without regard to the 
sensitiveness of Indian feelings 


Search for 
^^scientific 
frontier*’ 


Alongside this bigger problem is India’s perennial eoneern with 
afluirs in the norfli-wcst frontier. It is a peculiar situation. For a 
century the British bureaucracy in India have been 
trying to civilise the inhabitants of the tribal areas ; 
and impelled by this civilising mission they have thrown 
not less than 300 to 400 hundrcid crores of rupees in- 
to the work. In search of a “scientific frontier” they have wasted thus 
huge amount. But the tribes people rt fuse to bo civilised. If something 
like a Chinese Wall had been built for the protection of the settled 
districts”, the expenses in life and limb, in money, would have 
been much loss. It was hoped that the diseiovery of aeroplanes would 
enable the Government in India to pursue the rccalcilrant tribesmen to 
their native hills and teach them a lesson in progressive administratioji. 
That hope has failed to realise. And for the last four years almost wo 
have been having a war against an elusive man known to the world 
as the “Fakir of Ipi.” We are asked to believe that he is some sort of a 
“mad mullah”, thirsting for the blood of infidels, of Kafers : operations 
against him called for the use of thousands of combatants ; an offshoot 
of these operations — that in Waziristan during the last year-required 
that 40,000 soldiers, one-fifth of the Indo-British army, should bo en- 
gaged in it, and at the expenditure of more than two crores of rupees. 
All this waste is due to this one man. But the present Congress Pre- 
mier of the North-West Frontier Province, Dr. Khan Salicb,^when ho 
was member of the Central Assembly told the world that the Fakir of 
Ipi” was no Fakir at all ; ho was the owner of Khaisora, possessing the 
dignified name of Hazi Miraa Ali Khan ; and the cause of the trouble that 
has been draining the Indiau exchequer and causing the loss of valuable 
lives, British and Indian, was “the building of a road from Mirali to Khai- 
sora”. This road building is part of the technique of imperialism of 
which Western historians have told us in connection with the methods 
of Home’s expanding empire ; in India also the road from Peshawar to 
the Gangctic plaias served the same purpose ; and before the introduc- 
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tion of railways the country-side had also io bo ponotrated v^ith roads. 
The North-Western border tribes understand the significance ot 
these roads in disturbing their life and in robbing them of tlicii 
freedom. Therefore have they been opposing the construction of such 
roads through their territories. And by the mishandling of their instinctF 
and interests, the border people have been turned into enemies of 
India, though Indians are not responsible for this mad and blind 
policy. 

The irritation kept up in this region by British policy is not only 
financially ruinous to India but is politically harmful to the abiding 
interests of India. During a century marked by fail- 
waste of Indian money and loss of Indian 

Imeparabir British lives, this policv has beoo tried. The sen- 

timents of the tribes, of Indians, the interests of both, 
have not been consulted. Even now when “provincial autonomy” is said 
to bo in action in the N, W. Frontier Province, the British administrators, 
the steel frame of imperialism in India, do not show any inclination 
that they are prepared to take counsel with tlie men who arc at the 
helm of affairs in this provineo. The Central Government has been 
maintaining its own machinery of administration in the tribal anvis at 
a cost of about two crorcs of rupees ; the d<‘fcn(‘c arrangements 
for this area specially cost as much. And the result is an ntdifleront 
succf ss. An elected representative of the province in the Central Assem- 
bly, Mr. Abdul Q,aiyam> raised the (piestion why tlio p ovincia! Ministry 
should not be called upon to administer the tribal an^as when the people 
inhabiting this area and the settled distri(*ts are kirulred in si)*rit and 
tradition with one another. The reply from the Govtumment bencln^s was 
evasive. But they cannot very long prolong tins arrangement. Even distant 
observers recogruso the inevitability of this development. A special 
correspondent of the Maucheafer UnardUtn wrote about it as follows S— 

*‘In r(‘8ha\var, diflcussing 'tho problem with the (Jongress Premier and his 
colleagues, T saw it in a new scUing. The umepanibility of the tribal areas and 
the settled districts is an axiom accept ed from the tlays of Lord Lytton’s viceroy- 
ally. 00 years ago, and formed the hnsis of the report in 102*1 of Bir Denys Bray’s 

Oommittoo. That axiom must be, made real .The autonomous provineial Govern* 

merit at Peshawar must be otiered the 0 {MK»rt«mty of taking over the responsi- 

bility for the administration of the tribal areas. So lontc ns iho present policy 
lasts, and the (loveruor-Ocneral and the Govenmr of the Krontior Pruvinco regard 
the problem as excluHively concerning them, the prusent muddle must eontinuo.,,,..’ 

It is not possible to say today whether or not this policy is directly 
responsible for the development of the ruldstan Movement, discussed 
in the last volume of the Arhnnnl Ileqider. But it 
Mualim does not contradict human psychology if it is said that 

Separatism the grievances and the sutferings of the frontier people, 
predominantly Muslim, start att idea that the majority 
community in India will bo as indifferent and inimical to Muslim 
interests in the future as the present Government is today ; for, in the 
name of the defence of India has the vendetta against the tribes been 
waged all these years. Thus tho defence of India becomes the enemy 
of Muslim interests. In the hills and dales of settled and tribal areas 
this interpretation is often angrily discussed and canvasBod which per- 
colate through the Khyber Pass to the Punjab. And ihore is built up 
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the philosophy of separatist sentimoiits that teaches tliat India or 
Hiiiduslhari is not or cannot bo realiy and truly Dar-ul-Inlam, a door 
or connlry of Islam. Since the inauguration of tho “provincial auto- 
nomy” scheme of the Government of India Act of 1035, this separatist 
philosophy has gained in intensity and gained followers amongst the 
Muslim community. Tho Muslim League under tho leadership and 
guidance of Mr. Mahommed Ali Jinnah has made itself tho organ-voice 
of the “separate interests” of Muslims in a country which should have 
been as much theirs as of any other community in India, however vast 
or minute they may bo. During the six montlis the events of which 
form the subject-matter of discussion in the present volume of the 
Indian Annual Raghter, tho bitterness of communal feelings have halt- 
ed many of the progressive measures that should be undertaken to trans- 
form India into a modern State, to enrich tho life of the people with 
economic contentment, with knovfledge, with wisdom. I’liis is not pos- 
sible todayj for the Ministries on whom have devolved tho responsibili- 
ties for these are not allowed to thitik of these, so pestered arc they 
with the ebullitions of unroasonitig fear and susi)icIon. For, it is those two 
feelings that are finding increasing expression in the Press and on tho plat- 
form in India. 

Seven provinces in India aro being administered by Ministries 
under Congress direction ; in tho other four Coalition Ministries with 
Muslim League members in tho majority have been 
riWUty’createT* Tho supporters of the Ministries in tlio 

Hindus former have been disciplined by the fights that they 
have waged against the irresponsible authority of tho 
State of India ; these fights have given them a measure of their own 
powers, created in their leaders a sense of responsibility and in tho 
followers a conviction of ultimate victory. The Hindu community who are 
predominantly represented in the Indian JSfational Congress have under- 
gone the same discipline in and through the many reform movements 
that have been endeavouring to shape them anew as fit vehicles for the 
reception of ideas and the growth of ideals in response to tho modern 
spirit. Tho followers and supporters of the Congress, therefore, are free 
from the one-sidednoss of socio-religious beliefs and practices character- 
istic of a mediaeval mind. The majority of the supporters of tlio Muslim 
League have not passed through any of tho disciplines that mould 
modern men and women ; therefore do they succumb to appeals to com- 
munal conceits that have not been subjected to the tost of reason, to 
the test _ of criticism. The _ re-examination and re-interpretation 
of Islamic values in the light of universal experience, in the 
light of modern thought, in response to modern needs .'have not ad- 
vanced in India to any appreciable extent. Tho defeat of Muslim policy, 
social and political, doling tho last one hundred and seventy five years 
ought to have raised questions in the minds of Muslim thought leaders 
that there must bo something wanting in their thought and life, some 
inadequacy that was responsible for this debacle. Tho need of this healthy 
self-criticism must bo keenly felt if society is to remain healthy and 
progressive. Muslim society docs not welcome this criticism, does not 
tolerate such criticism. And to that extent it lacks the modern spirit 
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that is not afraid of subjecting its own values to criticism or having 
its values subjected to criticism even by unsympathetic alien observers. 
It reacts violently to such criticism. 

This unpreparodness, more than anything else, is responsible for 
the violence of language and controversy that characterise Muslim 
political activities in India today, leading to violence 
in action. It is this lack of training in democratic 
controversy that is responsible for the Premier of 
Bengal declaring from the platform of the Muslim 
League that he would undertake a satana^ vend-jtta, against the Hindu 
minority in Bengal if the Muslim minority in other provinces are 
subjected to any administrative discrimination or oppression. Speeches 
and statements like those made by leaders of the Muslim League, 
challenges thrown out by Muslim leaders to Hindu conceits, pretences 
and ambitions fill the atmosphere with a unhealthy spirit of fear and 
suspicion. And nothing that the Congress could do seemed to bo able 
to clear the atmosphere. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in his correspon- 
dence with Nawab Ismail Khan. Secretary of the United Provinces 
Muslim League, claimed that the Indian National Congress and^ the 
influences that gave it birth have been able to disable the Hindu 
Maha Sabha said to be representative of Hindu comraunalism. There 
is truth in tins claim. But it is doubtful if for much longer this 
liberalism in the majority community in India will be able to stand 
the strain of the demands of the Muslim community — demands that 
threaten the integrity and unity of India. For. there cannot be any 
manner of doubt that the prospect of democratic self-government in 
the country in which the counting of heads plays a dominant part in 
influencing and guiding State policy has cronied fears in the minds of 
the Muslim community who arc a minority in the country that their 
culture and particularistic institutions will be open to attacks from 
the laws of the country. No assurances on the part of the Congress 
that these are secure under the Fundamental Rights Resolution of tho 
Congress passed at its Karachi Session (1931) appear to bo able to 
allay suspicion and remove causes of fear. 


The correspondence between Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr. 
Jinnah, between Gandhiji and Mr. Jinnah, the interviews and discussions 
Muslim League— h^^tweon Gandhiji, tho Congress President, Sri Subhas 
one and only Chandra Basu, and Mr. Jinnah as President of tho 

reprefentative All-India Muslim League, all those have been unavailing, 

institution jf reports in tho press are to be taken as a true 

reflection of the ideas and ideals that formed tho 
subject of discussions between these representativo men of India, it 
appears that the following claim of Mr. Jinnah^s made through a letter 
to Gandhiji, dated March 3, 1938, was responsible for the break**dowu 
of negotiations that have been going on behind the scenes for months 
during 1937 and the first half of 1938. Tho part of the letter told 
India, though it was addressed to a person who was regarded as the 
power behind the Congress which alone could ‘‘deliver the gOi>ds*\ that ; 

have reached a stage when no doubt should be left that we recognise tho 
AlHndla Umllm League as the one authoritative and reptesentalwe otgauisatiou oi 
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the Mttssalmana of India, and on the other hand you represent the CongtesB and 
other Hindus throughout the country. It is on this basis that wo can proceed 
further and devise a machinery of approach.” 

The reply of Gandhiji was that ho could not fulfil the lest laid 
down by Mr. Jinnah that he should be able to speak on behalf of 
‘’the Congress and other Hindus throughout the country^ 
f Dr. B. Moonje, who may be taken as the representative 

^claim Hindu Mahasabha, repudiated the right of the 

Congress to speak on behalf of the Hindus and suggested 
that the better course would be to “bring together the spokesmen of 
the Muslim League and the Hindu Mahasabha, and use its (Congress) 
influence to effect an impartial settlement between the two communi- 
ties in respect of political, social and religious rights." The unwilling- 
ness or Inability of the Congress to accept the condition laid down by 
Mr. Jinnah is due to the fact that the Congress would thereby reduce 
itself to a communal body belying its traditions of more than half a 
century. Another of the factors that influenced the Congress .‘reply to 
Mr. Jinnah was indicated by a Muslim public man, Mr. Asaf AH, 
M. L. A. (central) in a letter to Mr. Jinnah. Said ho : 

“If all Muslims of India cannot unite on the purdy religious issues, and Sunnis, 
Ahl-l-Hadls, Shlas, Qadyanis and numerous other sub-divisions must continue and 
break into riots, is there any real chance of a solidly united Muslim front against a 
political organisation which says, Svo want to fight the causes of your poverty, 
unemployment, indebtedness, land-lessncss and so forth’ ? It would be a weak cry— 
‘Muslims unite against the Congress^-- particularly when the Congress says, ^Preserve, 
your culture, your language, your religion and oven your social structure. Wo 
will not Interfere with you. It is your business and not ours. But if you want 

freedom we have to mobilise our forces, and move as one man under a unified 

command.” 

He remonstrated with Mr. Jinnah for ignoring the fact that in 10 
out of the 11 Provinces “the substance" of his famous 14. Points had 
been conceded; that though the percentage in the 
services has been fixed it has brought no relief to the 
and Muslintii educated unemployed and those that are crushed under 
debts. In those major issnes Hindus and Muslims 
sailed in the same boat Taking the case of Muslims, Mr. Asaf Ali 
hazarded the guess that "about 33 per cent of rural indebtedness 
(roughly 300 crores of rupees) on an average rate of 9 per cent interest, 
covers the liabilities of the Mnslim population of India. In other words, 
nearly 27 crores of rupees a year should be paid by Muslims to keep 
down interest only. More often than not 75 per cent of this interest 
is not paid r^ularly, and the accumulated liability converts owners of 
land into landless tillers — mere peasants on sufferance” To questions 
like these the Muslim League have appeared indifferent ; not till the 
Lucknow session of the League (October, 1937) did they have any eco- 
nomic programme for the masses who are afflicted by the same disabili- 
ties, both Hindus and Muslims suffering from disease, dir^ poverty and 
untimely death. Their economic programme is also communal, ignoring 
the fact that there are no industries specially Muslim that could be 
supported by Muslim buyers alone. 

In the political programme also the Muslim League has not been 
helpful In the constitution of electorates the Congress has always 
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been insisting on a joint voting list. In No. 5 of Mr. Jinnab’s 14 Points 
it was laid down that “representation of communal 
Joint Electorates groups shall continue to be by means of separate elector- 

vrs. Separate ates as at present, provided that it shall be open to 

any community, at any time, to abandon its separate 
electorate in favour of joint electorates.” At the session of the Muslim 
League which sanctioned and adopted these 14 Points, the sesslo:i held 
in 1929, it was stated that “the Mussalmans will not consent to joint 
electorates unless Sind is actually constituted Into a separate province, 
and reforms in fact are introduced in the N. W. F. Province and 
Baluchistan on the same footing as in other provinces.” Sind is a 
separate province today ; the N. W, F. Province has a status equal to 
that of the other Indian provinces. But Muslim League Insistence on 
separate electorates continues unabated. The Congress Ministry in 
Bombay introduced a Bill dealing with Local Self-governing Institutions, 
urban and rural ; separate electorates were retained in it, but option 
was given to the people concerned to adopt joint oloctorato if and when 
they so chose. This was opposed by the Muslim members in the name of 
the Muslim League. These tactics go to show that the leaders of _ the 
Muslim League do not know their own minds ; that they are afraid to 
commit themselves to any definite and steady policy. This uncertainty 
and fear inspire them to put in claims that put difficulties in the way 
of building up in India a composite nationalism, in developing con- 
ditions favourable to the growth of a modern State in the country able 
to cope with the stresses and strains of modern life. 

The Press in India published the broad outlines of the demands said 
to have been iwesonted by the Council of tho All-India Muslim League 
, p . in June, 1938, to tho Congress Working Committee. It 

* and modtfy necessary to incorporate these in this review of 

ihe 14 Points evcnts and developments in India for ready reference, 
as also to understand tho mind of the Muslim com- 
munity in India as it is being moulded and fashioned by the present 
generation of Muslim leaders. The demands numbered 11, dealing 
with cultural, administrative, and political matters. They were : 

That (1) The Bande Mataram song should be given up ; 

(2) Muslim majorities iu tho provinces where such majorities exist at 
present must not bo affieoted by any territorial redistribution or adjust*' 
mont ; 

(3) Muslims’ practice of cow-slaughtor must not bo interfered 
with ; 

(4) Muslim* right to call Amn and perform their religious 
ceremonies should not bo fettered in any way ; 

(5) Muslim personal law and culture should be guaranteed by a 
statute ; 

(6) _ The share of Muslims in State services should be definitely 
fixed in the Constitution by a statutory enactment ; 

(7) The Congress should withdraw all opposition to the Communal 
AwMd, and should not describe it as a negation of nationalism ; 

(8) Statutory guarantees should bo given that the use of Urdu shall 
not be curtailed or damaged ; 
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(9) Representation in local bodies should be governed by principles 
underlying the Communal Award, <hat is, separate electorates and 
population strength ; 

(10) The Tricolour Flag should be .'changed or alternativoly the 
fliig of the Muslim League should be given an equal importance ; 

(11' Recognition of the League as the one and only authoritative 
and representative organisation for Indian Muslims. 

Any report of the detailed discussion, point by point, on the 
demands urged by the Council of the All-India Muslim League, has 
„ . „ not been published. It is evident that the negotiations 
Reiigion«nation reached a dead-locb. And considering the 

Idea spirit of the controversy followed by the League, 

this dead-lock, however regrettable as dolayirg the 
coming on of communal peace and amity, appeared to bo the most natural 
development. The demands of the Muslim League raised many 
points afiecting the present and the future, securing to the Muslim 
community a separate position in the economy of Indian life that 
would ever remain as an alien element in (ho country, ever conscious 
of its uniqueness and asserting its separatenns.®. This was a prospect 
that was wholly unwelcome to the Indian public whom tho defeat of 
Hindu and Muslim polity has taught to regard tho setting up of such 
“nations” within a nation as injurious to tho unity and integrity of 
Indian life. The Muslim League demands were based on the experi- 
ences of exclusively Muslim history when tho Muslims hold the 
authority of tho State, and granted non-Muslim populations certain 
rights and privileges, secured to them in Millets, a Turkish word, 
which translated literally, means “religion-nation”. To quote a 
historian dealing with the Turkish Empire : 

“Each of thcBD communities had its recognised hoad, usually known as a 
patriarch, who was duly credited to tho Vorto and who exercised a eonBidoniblo 
degree of temporBl as well ns spiritual power, many of the privileges granted them 
by the Turkish Government being almost extra-torritorial in character. Thus wu 
had the anomaly of certain sections of tho population, though Turkish subjects, 
largely immune from Turkish laws and dealing with tho Qovornmont 
through their religious heads very much as foreign nations dealt with it 
through their ambassadors and miniators.” 

Other historians have discussed the evil effects of this arrangemeut 
on the strength and unity of tho Turkish Empire. That experience 
ought to have warned Indian Muslims of (he danger of seeking to set 
a Millet of their own in India, or many Millets like islands in a vast 
ocean of other Millets, big or small. Developments in modern politics, 
Ibo needs of modern life, question tho validity of such divisions in a 
country to which geography has given a certain unity and which men 
can divide only under tho influence of intellectual flabbiness and 
separatist ambitious. 

We have discussed this phase of tho Indian problem at such length 
and in some detail, because more than tlio division of the spoils of 
office is involved in the demands made by tho Muslim League ; these 
demands mso questions that will unite or divide the country not 
geographically but in spirit, in ideals, in tho material life of economic 
organisation, in spiritual striving for establishing unity from amidst 
diversities, made not by nature but by men, diversities that are tried 
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to be given a permanent shape by statutory moulds* For eight cen- 
turies and more Indians professing the religion of Islam have been 
- rtf • living side by side with men and women of other 
Quest Unity faiths and other cultures. By this fact of birth, of 
India domicile and residence in India, they had to strike 

up some sort of harmony out of the diversities of 
conduct and thought, out of difFering habits of social life. The greatest 
modern poet among Muslims in India, Sir Muhammad Iqbal, in a life 
that had wrestled with the problems that keep Muslims weak and keep 
them separate — he who had given tongues of fire to Muslim feelings and 
ambitions that could be realised only by struggles and cruel competi- 
tions with other communities — even he could not resist the spirit of 
unity that India nursed in her bosom, and that alone could make civilised 
life possible in the country. Comraunalist Muslim loaders claim him as 
their own poet of religious conflicts and cultural wranglings. And in 
the last years of bis life that closed recently he, turned politician, did 
everything possible "to intensify the separatist spirit of his com- 
munity. But very often he took up the lyre and struck up the song 
of unity. In his Persian poem which in English can bo entitled as 
My HiMen Sorrows, ho recalls his community to the danger of cul- 
tivating the spirit that separates, in words of sorrow and an ^cr : 
has made its homo on fcho soil of my country, 

I am the storm 'which shall wreck this home. 

To string; all these scattered beads in a single rosary 
Even if it is diflicttlt, I am determined to accomplish it. 

If to be a Muslim in these days means to quarrel with one another, 

1 shall convert these Muslims into non-Muslims. 

I shall lift the veil from the face of the Beloved Unity. 

And I shall make thee ashamed of this internal discord. 

I shall show to the world what mino eyes have seen, 

And I shall make them wonder like the eye of the mirror.^' 

This poet of Muslim resurgence could also sing in another context : 

“I scatter a b«'d of roses from ray forehead bowing in prayer 

On the way to the infidclb^ temple ; 

For my worship overflows the limits of a couple of prayers of the faithfuL^^ 


It is tl)is toleronce that the Hindu and Muslim saints and sages 
of India in tho Middle Ages, during the centnricB when Muslims were 
rulers in this country, preached and practised. Their life and work 
had no othp moaning, no other message than that of making men and 
women roalko their oneness, their unity in common humanity. Even now 
when jealousy and anger seem to darken the Indian sky the realisation 
of this oneness is not absent from the normal life of the neighbouring 
communities* There are groups where Hindu and Muslim gather to- 
gether at the call of one spiritual allegiance. But these centres of unity* 
rius realisation of oneness, are weak and frail. Therefore have they 
been unable to influence the thought and lif© of us all, to create that 
strength that can enable us to withstand the strains of modern life, 
to reconcile the claims of all, suffering from a common frustration, 
subject to a common deprivation in a country whore economic break- 
down has made each man think of himself alone, and a ot)mmon poli- 
tical subjection that has created a smallness of mind and poverty 
in neighbourly BpkiV 
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This argument between the Congress and Muslim League proceeded 
without previous consultation with the Hindu Mahasabha which claimed 
to represent the feelings and interests of the Hindus. 

“^T-rock*’ possible to ignore the fact any longer that 

of India fhe efforts of the Congress to come to an under- 
standing with the Muslim League are being looked upon 
with suspicion by a growing section of the Hindus in the country. 
However true it may bo that the Congress has disabled the Hindu 
Mahasabha as a political organ of the Hindus, the increasing insistence 
by the Muslims on their own separateness, more than any weakness on 
the part of the Congress, has made the Hindus insistent on their 
claims as the majority community in the country, the arbiter of the 
future and the destiny of India. This uniqueness of theirs as “being 
the bed rock of Indian life” is a fact of history that is .’still true when 
about ten or eleven orores of the thirty eight crorcs of the population of 
India belong .'to other faiths and cultures. The consciousness of 
this uniqueness has been vividly developed during the last seventy 
years since the Arya Samaj Movement itiitiatod by Dayananda Sara- 
swati began its work for the reconstruction of Indian life, of Hindu 
life in particular. It was part of the conceit which is nursed by every 
community which ’thinks that it is not as others are, that it has a 
special message for the world, a holy mission to reform and renovate 
the world. So far as one can understand from the writings and speeches 
of the leaders of Hindu society, conservative or reformers, there was no 
political or social ambition for supremacy entertained by them in 
thinking or speaking of the superiority of Hindu culture. Their assured 
majority mighty be responsible for this unconsciousness of the political 
or social questions implicit in their strivings for regaining the freedom 
of their country. It was territorial and regional patriotism that 
inspired them, not any communal or religions ambition. 

XJp to 1906, leaders of Hindu society who were some of them also 
loaders of political life in India worked under the influences of this non- 
p . . , sectarianism. In that year was led the Muslim deputa- 

j„ ““ tion to Lord Minto claiming separate consideration for 

PoIWc* Muslim interests, separate electorates for Muslims in 

the scheme of reforms then under consideration by 
the Government of India, proposals for which were being tossed 
between Calcutta, the then capital of India, and Whitehall where sat 
enthroned the Liberal Secretary of State for India, John Morloy. 
Diehard British bureaucrats were anxious to set up a “native counter- 
poise”_to the pretensions of Indian Nationalism voiced forth by Hindu 
politicians, ^ more vocal and outspoken than any other class. Sinco 
then the crises through which Muslim countries in other parts of the 
world_ have been passing have created in Indian Muslims a new 
sensitiveness to the claims of their common faith, which came to be 
known as Pan-lslamism. Sultan Abdul Hamid of Turkey is credited 
with being the sponsor of_ this idea and ideal as an instrument of 
politics, as an armour against the encroachments of Christian Powers 
on the Empire of which ho was ruler. He succeeded in creating this 
belief among Muslims all the world over, and an Indian Muslim, 
Maulana ZaSar Ali Khan of Lahore, recognised and acknowledged 
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this to be the true object of the movement. Writing in Jalal Nuri’s book 
— jUi had-i- Islam— & special article on “Indian Massalmans and Pan- 
Islamism — he wrote : 

“The object of Pan-Islamism is not to cherish projects of an aggressive 

nature against Christendom in spite of all that it has done to exterminate 
Islam, but to act purely on the defensive and what little remains to the 
Moslems of their once splendid Empire, against further encroachments. 

The consciousness of this fellow-feeling that bound the Turki Mus- 
lim and Indian Muslim separated by thousands of miles, and the poli- 
tical meaning imported into it, helped to breed a 
Hindu separate conceit in the latter, separate from his next 

Separatism <^00^ neighbour, the Hindu, who was nearer to him by 

blood relation even, and by the economic relations of 
every-day activities. The Non-co-operation Movement built on the twin 
grievances of the Punjab and the spoliation of Turkey intensified these 
separatist tendencies and feelings. Till today in the heart of the neigh- 
bouring community of the Hindus has been created a sense of separate 
conceit, separate ambitions. Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Dr. B. 
Moonje have been organ voices of this development. Revolutionary 
patriots like Bhai Pararaananda and Vinayak Damodar Savarkar who 
in their youth had worked for the freedom of their country unconscious 
of and unswayed by any communal ambitions, who had for follow- 
workers Indians of all creeds, are found today as loaders of the Hindu 
Mahasabha and Hindu Sangathan movements. As strongly do Indian 
Muslima assert their separateness, and kinship with the peoples of 
countries outside the boundaries of India, so loudly do the leaders of 
the Hindu Mahasabha assert that the “bed-rock” of Indian life is the 
Hindu community. And between these two assertions tho mind of 
India Is being swayed to and fro, uncertain of itself and rendered help- 
less for any forward move. 

In the heat of controversy many things are being nono.’that separate, 
and extend tho separallon. And even words that try to cle.ar the fog of 
misunderstanding, that call upon all, born in India, to 
DamoXr think of a new brotherhood In thought and act, to 
Savarkar forge iiew bonds of neighbourhood, oven these words 
of wisdom are missed in the heat of controversy, and 
their significance ignored. This is the tragedy of the situation. This 
call for a now orientation of our thoughts came out of the lips of 
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar as President of tho Ahmedabad session of 
the Hindu Mahasabha, This Marhatta public man is one of the most 
intrepid of the public men of India, a man who has at his back tradi- 
tions of public service tested by every fire of sacrifice and suflFer- 
ing. He was young when the movement for political freedom 
gained a new meaning and a new purpose in tho opening years of this 
century as an outcome of the Bengal movement started against tho 
partition of the province In 1905 and the following years. A speaker and 
writer of power, a scholar who took infinite pains In his study, a revolu- 
tionary patriot who spent fourteen years in the Andamans, and almost 
as many years in internment, Vinayak Damodar Savarkar has brought 
an alert and original mind to tho study of Indian conditions, to finding 
solution for the many problems that must be solved so that his mother-^ 
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land may come to her own as a free nation among the free nations 
of the world. To the general public, seldom caring to probe deep into 
the heart of problems, he Is a fanatic Hindu. 

But his speech as President of the Hindu Mahasabha should 
remove this impression. The Sabha in one of its earlier sessions had 
given a definition to the word Hindu — “any one who 
A new formula professes any religion of Indian origin.” This would 
exclude the Muslims, Christians, Parsis and the Jews 
whom historical forces had brought to India and 
whose descendants have the same forces bound to the life that has 
been evolving in India through the centuries ; the Chinese and the 
Japanese, millions of them, recognise Hindusthan as their Holy Land. 
That is the criticism that at the outset of his^ speech Vinayak 
Savarkar directed against the definition of the word “Hindu”. And this 
criticism is true to the cotidition of life in India where meti and 
women must strive to build up a composite nationalism ; this criticism 
must lead to the success of that attempt at reconciliation between the 
conflicting thongbts and interests that has boon testing the (piality of 
statesmanship in India for many centuries. This criticism gives a new 
direction to the thoughts of Indian nation -builders, and oilers a point 
on which Hindu and Muslim, Sikh and Christian, Parsi and 

Jew can concentrate to work out a uow formula of nationhood. It 
should enable us to relegate creed and culture to the background and 
build anew on the large concept of the motherland. Every one who 
accepts Hindusthan as his or her motherland, has by right of birth a titio 
to his or her legitimate place in the life of India, secured to him or her 
by every principle of equity and justice, whether he or she turns to 
Kashi or Sarnath, or Mecca or Jerusalem or Amritsar as the centre of 
his or her faith. 


This recognition is vivid in the now leadership of the Hindu Maha- 
sabha that Vinayak Damodar Savarkar typifies. Ho is too much of a 

nursing dreams of Hindu commn- 
nal hegemony in the India of tlie future. But his 
difficulty is 'hat when ho came out of his prison and 
detention he found that the virgin enthusiasm of his 
India House days, of his follow-workers of youth, of their dreams and 
aspirations for a free India reared on the common sacrifices and suffer- 
ings of all her sons and daughters of every race and creed— all these 
are in danger today by the rise and growth of a separatist feeling 
among a section of the Indian community. He feels that this consci- 
ons and unconscious Pan-Islamism of the Indian Muslim is a danger to 
India. But he forgets that when Indian Muslims supplied rulers to 
India they had no Pan-Islamist pretension to brag of, that more often 
than not they behaved as other humans had done in refusing to accept 
the plea of Islam as a curb on material ambitions even at the expense 
of a brother Muslim. The Indian Muslim seeks to find solace for his 
wounded self-respect in the thought of the Turk and the Arab compa- 
ratively freer than himself. This feeling creates complications in 
Indian life, sets up impediments to India’s march to freedom. And in 
impatience the Hindu public man may be tempted to issno a challego 
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as Vinayak Damodar Savarkar did from the platform of the Ahmedabad 
session of the Hindu Mahasabha — 

“Hanoeforth the Hiadn formula of ffiala-il islim unity is this : ‘If you come, 
•with you; If you don’t, without you ; if you oppose, in spite of y ou, the Hindus will 
continue to fight for their national freedom.” 

This impatience may be natural. It may be explained by the posi- 
tion that has been created by historical forces for the Hindus of India. 
... 1 B j . history of the Hindus and their future are more 

” inextrioilbly bound up •with the geography of Hindiis- 

life than, and her rise and fall afiect them more intimately 

than any other of the numerous communities that find 
themselves in India. This fact was recognised by Maulana Shaukat 
Ali who in a recent speech declared that if Hindusthan bo erased from 
the face of the earth there would be few to bear witness to the way 
and the life that the world knows as Hinduism, but Islam would live in 
other countries and would be not much of a loser as Hinduism 
would bo. The significance of those words are more consci- 
ously realised by Hindus to-dav that their Holy Land and their 
fatherland are one and undistinguishablo. History and not the senti- 
ments of men and women or tlie policy of Governments have been 
responsible for making the Hindu the bed-rock of Indian life. It is 
this development that has made the Hindu more sensitive to what 
affects the country and happens in India ; it has also regretfully to be 
recognised that the Muslim in India doe.s not have this feeling and is 
not as powerfully moved as the Hindu by the sentiments, tho products 
of history, of coiusoious thought and the unconscious workings of forces that 
transcend human power and are unamenable to conscious political action. 
This is the strength of the position of the Hindu in India as well as of 
his weakness. For, he is more sensitive to ail that concerns India, and 
this sensitiveness is a weakness under certain circumstances which may 
be exploited by others who h.ivo not the same feelings and sentiments 
for India. It is like the slory of the two women who appeared before 
King Solomon each one claiming a boy for her son, and the way he 
tested their love. To every comraimity such a test comes. It is a cruel 
test, but it is inescapable. 

Thus does the Indian scene present a spectacle of a house divided 
against itself, the difterent members of the household wrangling with one 
II p j n-i, another while common problems and common dangers 
MinuSiM united efforts to solve them and to meet them. 

reiign These wranglings have become bitter because tho little 

power that the Government of India Act of 
1935 has placed in the hands of tho representatives of the people 
finds itself unable to remove their causes. Wo are enabled to quarrel 
like this because we still entertain the idea that some power external 
to us would pull us out if we fell into the ditch, that it can be relied 
on at the last extremity. And though by the arrangements made under 
the recent Act this external authority appears to have retired from the 
field leaving us to mould onr India as we liked* into any shape we 
liked, it has left certain remnants of its influence and power that has 
8 
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been creating havoc in the internal economy of Indian life. The 

“Communal Award” is one of these instnucos. Indian statesmanship 
has failed to sterilize the evil effects of this decision of the MacDonald 
Cabinet. In other lields of national life also this external authority has 
not boon able to cover up all its trae.es. This fact was brought out 
vividly into public discussion when in the middle of February, 19158, two 
Congress Ministries had to resign as a result of the use lU'ido by the 
Governor-General of tiis powers of interferonoo. The two Congress 
Ministries of Biliar and the United J’rovineos had pas-sed orders for 

the release of all prisoners convicted of violent crinu's in the fnrllierauce 
of political freedom. This release formed an item in Ihn Election 
Manifesto of the Indian National Congress with Vt^hich it h:ifl appro.ach- 
ed the electorate and .sought the ai>]iroval or disapproval of the 
Sovereign People. 15y I’oturaing in inajf)ritie,s the Congress candidates 
in these two provinces as well as in five others, the iwoplo sot their 
seal of approval on the election progranmio of the National Congress. 
And it was the duty of Congress Ministries to give eirpct to the various 
items of that progi'amino. When Ifis lO.voellency the Governor-General 
in his statement of July 21, 1937 exiilained the constitutional powers and 
limitations of the Governors of Provinces, he sahlthat tlie Parliament had 
“transfetred the executive authority in the jirovincti in practice to the 

Ministers,” and that in all inatter.s in which the Governor is not 

specially required to exercise his individual judgment “it is mandatory 
upon the Governor to accept the advice of his ministers”. It is those 
interpretations and assurances of non-interfftrene.(i impli('d therein that 
induced the Congress to authorise CV>ngr<*SH members of tlio Provincial 
Assemblies where they were in a majority to accept the responsibility 
of Ministries. The United Provinces and Biliar Premiers were respon- 
siblo for the peace and tranquillity of tho provinces, atid they pressed 
it on tho attention of tho Governors of these provinces that they fully 
accepted tho implications of this responsibility, and therefowf, proposed 
on I’ebruary, 14, 1938, to order tho release of tho few remaining 
prisoners falling under this category — 33 in Bihar and 14 in tho United 
Provinces — on thoir own responsibility. Tlic Governors on th(»ir part 
contended tliat they were prepared to sanction the relea.se of these 
tfjrrorist prisoners if on examination of their individual cases tho 
release of each, of them was deemed safe and not harmful to law and 
order in the provinces. Tho Premiers contended that “tho duty and 
right of examination belong solely to tho Ministers”, that they had satisfied 
themselves by talk and discussion with the prisoners of thoir abjuration 
of the path and methods of violence in advancing tho political progi'css 
of tho country ; they had, therefore, ordered tho release of these 
prisoners. At this stage the matter seemed to have passed out of the 
hands of tho Ministers and tho Governors concerned, passed into the 
hands of tlie Working Committee of the All-India Congress Committee, 
of tho Governor-Qonoral. Tho latter supported tho Governors in their 
contention that tho release of these politicals will endanger not only 
the peace and tranquillity of tho two provinces, but also of other 
parts of India. Tho names of Bengal and tho Punjab with traditions 
of political toiroristn in thoir history camo prominently into the 
discussion. It was asserted in tho Press that tho Govornmonts of 
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these provinces must have had impressed on the Govenior-Geiieral the 
danger of such release. To (luote from a paper, 

“There are 350 prisoners in the former and 44 in fho hitter province. Bengal 
has been— at h'ast was—tlie province of terrorism. The Punjab has always and had 
its very special diniculty of a triangular communal tangle. Wo do not know 
whether the Governor-GciiGral coiisaUcd the (irovernors of Bengal and the Punjab 
and or whether they addressed re()r<‘Scntation8 to him not to aceontuato their and 
their (non-Congress) Minisirins’ ^ ditiifiiill.ies by approving a general release in the 
two neighbouring provinces. It is probable that they did.’^ 

Anyhow the Governor-Goiieral looked nt the issue raised by the 
two Premiers of the two Provinces from this point of view and asked 
the Governors to withhold consent to the ndeasc orders. lie did^ it 
under Soc. 12() (5) of the Oovornmont of India Act, lh35, wliich 
reads as follows : 

“Without prejudice to his powers under the last preceding sub-scction, the 
Governor-General, acting in his discretion, may at any time issue order to the 
Governor of a province as to the manner in which the executive authority thereof 
is to bo exorcised for the purpose of provuating any grave menace to the peace 
and tranquillity of India or any part thereof.” 

The Governors in compliance with orders ivssiicd by the Governor- 
General rejected tlxe advice of their Ministers tendered to them in 
regard to the release of political prisoners. And the Premiers on 
behalf of their colleagues offered their resignation. 

This happoued on the eve of the llaripura sossiou of the Congress, 
at the moment wlnm Gandhiji and m'unbers of the Workiiig Coinmiltee 
wcr<^ asHomblcd at Vithalnagar. Tim first impression 
Argument# or made on the public niiud on receipt of tliis news was 

procedure surpriBo and regret that a routine buHinoHS of 

day-to-day administration nhould have betui allowed 
to precipitate i\ constitutiomil dead lock which might extend to the 
other province's. If “provincial autonomy^'* was in action there was 
no reason for intci fcrence, it was felt, either by the Oongress Working 
Committee or by the Ooveruor-Qenerah The GovernorvS could have? 
proceeded under Sec. 52 (1) (a) of the India Act which had imposed 
upon them ‘special responsibility^^ for the “prevoulion of any grave 
monaco to the peace and trau<|uillity of the province or any part 
thcrooP. In the use of this power the OovernorB have to obtain the 
consent of the Governor-General, This consent would ni)t have been 
withheld, as the <iiuck us(J by the later of his special power under 
Sec. 126 (5) went to show. But this use or misuse also suggested 
that the Ooveumora were not sure if they could make out a case 
for the application of tlnnr own “special responsibility'^ calling for 
the use of emergeuoy powers under Bcc. 53 (l) ^a). For, the release 
of 37 men could not threaten the peace and trumiuillity of the two 
provinces or any part thereof. Tlierefore did the Governor-General 
take^it out of their hands, and issued his ord<^rs on conBideration of 
the “reaction on adjoin: ng provinces of the release of those priBoncrs/' 
But the more important couBidorution seemed to be ‘‘the intepsts of 
maiutenauco of the sanctioim of law and authority and the position of 
courts*'^ This contention seemed to suggest that exe utivo interference 
with decisions of courts of law should not be encouraged on any 
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accounfc. This principle, the Ministers claimed, lias been modified in 
practice by every gfovernment on considerations of hi^h state policy ; 
they also hinted that it is this niodlfieation that has enabled Mr. 
De" Valera, a rebel in the eye of British law, to become, and to be 
recognised as, the head of a sister State with Britain in the comity 
of nations that form the Empire, 

This controversy continued for about ten days. Gandhiji in a 
Congress Ministries '‘doing statement issued on February 10 represented 
too well” for Bntish taste Indian public? ojiinion wb(*ri he said : 

*‘The action of the Governor-Gonoral bewilders me and makoa nie siippect wheihcr 
this proposal for discharging the priBoners in fjnoBtion wai incr<*ly the last straw, and 
that the OongresB ministries in general had fatigued the I’ritish authority ” 

A British papen the London Daily Herald, organ of British Labour, 
expressed the same opinion : 

“Indian Nationalists will see in the refusal to permit the elected CongrcBS majoritiea 
to release all political prisoners the emergence once more of the autocratic 
imperialist hand. They will find one more cvidt^nco that FWiain dots not really 
mean India to govern itself. Th<y may even feel that th»} opfxirtunity has Ix'oni 
seizt'd to get rid or Congress Ministries which were doing too well for the taste 
of British authority. 

Gandhiji ir» his statement expressed tlio hope tliat it would be 
possible for ‘‘the Governor«*<OoneraI to retrace his steps and avert a 
crisis whose consequences no body can foretell.” The 

GeStfSC failure of the Governors of the IJnited Provinces and 

itatement Bihar to get substitute Minintrii^s, the posHibiUty, 
even the probability, of the live other Oonpjrcss Minis- 
tries making n common cause with those of the two provinces, created 
problems that the Governor-General had to take note of. Two other 
courses were open to the Governors-— resort to Section (13 etiubling them 
to assume all executive powers, and the disKoIution of provincial legis- 
latures followed by general elections. Tlie latter course would result 
in the return of Congress Party members in larger numbers ; resump- 
tion of power by the Governors postponed the appeal to tlm people 
for six months only, for eighteen months should the British Parliament 
decide to accept that method. But neither device, it was fdt, could 
avoid the conJlict, which was another way of saying that the constitution 
built by the Act of 1935 had broken down. No British politician could 
contemplate with complacence this prospect* For, it had been broadcasted 
to all the world by Biitish propagandists that the Indian problem had 
been solved^ for a generation by the dragooning of the Willingdon 
regime combined with the left-handed concessions made In the consti- 
tutional changes. Considerations like these must have influenced His 
Excellency Lord Linlithgow to issue the statement which he did on 
February 22, ending with the words : 

am glad to think that in no quarter Is there manIfeBt any dispoaltiou to 
extend the area of diffioolty beyond the limit# of the position which I described 
and it 1$ my sincere and earnoBt hope that it may shortly be poHsiblo to return 
to, normality, and that in the two provinces most concerned the Minisfcora in 
discussion with the Governors may find themselves able to lesume their inter- 
rupted labom” 
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GandhijPs reply to this statement of the Goveriior-Geaeral was regarded 
as in effect as a withdrawal from an untenable position ; it was, therefore, 
conciliatory. He recognised that the notices given by the 
^cUiaior* Premiers of the United Provinces and Bihar were‘‘sudden^\ 
a complaint made in Lord Linlithgow’s statement--^ that 
on 14th February the demand was “tendered’’ for im- 
mediate general release of all prisoners classed as political ; in Bchar 
the Governor received it at 1 p.m. calling for action by the Chief 
Secretary by 4 fm, the same day ; in the United Provinces “the time 
limit s<‘t for complianco was brief to a degree”. Gandhiji recognised 
this suddenness with the cryptic words because in the nature of things 
they had to be so.” Bat he held out the olive branch ; 

*^In my opinion tfao crisis can be avoided if the Governors are left free to give 
the assurance that their examination of the cases was not intended to be a 

usurpation of the powers of the Ministers I hope the Working 

Coramittee will leave the Ministers free if they are summoned by the Oovernora 
to judge for themsehes whether they are satisfied by the assuranoea they 
may receive,” 


These words from Delhi and from Vithalnagar, tho place at which 
the session of the Congress was being held, resolved the difficulty, and 
the constitutional dead-look was at an end. 

This CongrcHs session had for its President, Sri Subhas Chandra 

Key-note of Congre«« Basu. ^ Tho key-note of bis speech is the 

President’s Speech following : 

‘‘Like the Pn^sid'mt of Dire, I should also say that we have no enmity 
towards tho ISritish people. We are fighting Great Britain, and we want the 
fullest Uborty to determine our fiituro relations with her. But once we have 
real self-determination, there is no reason why wo should not enter into the 
most cordial relations with the British people,” 

About tho internal rccousirucfcion of life and thought in India that 
will transform hnr into a modern state, both during tho struggle for 
and after the attuium mt of Swaraj, tho President indicated the lines of 
planned life that will enable tho people to attain that physical, mental, 
and spiritual fUiiess for mtuntaiuing and defending the independent life 
of tho country in competitions of modern life, that will make de- 
mands on the vigilance and endurance of the men and women who 
constituted the human wealth of tho realm. 

He concluded his speech with an appeal for unity which alone can 
Appeal for Unity carry the country through the difficult days ahead : 

‘•lusido tho Ooagross there arc diflTcronces between the Right and the Left 
which it would bo futile to ignore. Outside, there is the challenge of British 

Impermlisrn what shall we do in this crisis ? Need T say that we have 

to stand four-square agaitisb all the storms that besot our path and impervious 
to all tho dc'HiguB that our rulers may om ploy ? The Congress today is the one 
supremo organ of mass Btrugg!o...,.*it is the common platform for all the anti- 
Imporialisfc organisations striving for Indian emancipation.” 

In tho presidential speech of the Congress, in the resolutions passed 
by tho Haripura session of the Congress, determined opposition of 
Q informed public opinion to the scheme of Federation 

was voiced forth in no uncertain language* While not 
opposed to the principle of Federation, Indian opinion 
found nothing to recommend the structure that had been 
sketched in the British Parliament for the benefit of the Indian people, 
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to shelter the people from the complexities of international dovelop- 
ments* The President made detailed references to the many safe- 
guards that have been set up for the protection of Britain's particu- 
laristic interests built in India in course of two centuries, interests that 
have often been harmful to Indians material interests. The Reserve 
Bank already functioning, and the Federal Railway Authority in the 
stage of incubation — these are regarded as strong-Iiolds of British 
interests in the centre of Stale authority in the country. In many 
ways also limitations on the sovereigtity of the people of India over 
their own State have been put in the shape of political, industrial and 
commercial safeguards for fear of discrimination from the Indian legisla- 
ture, The inclusion of nominees of the lulers of the Stales in both the 
upper and lower Houses of the proposed Federal legislature is regarded 
with suspicion and fear. 

The rulers of the Indian States are Indians, their co-operation with 
the provinces making up British India in mattcus of common concern 
might at one time have satisfied Indian conceit by the 
thought that the authority of the Slate in India was 
being exercised by IndiaUH, however limited that 
authority might be; the fpujstion of national self- 
respect might have been satisfied, in however small a measure, by 
the provisions in the India Act with special reference to the Federal 
part of the affair. Because the Federal Ministry will bo chosen from 
the members of the Federal Council of State and Assembly, atid they 
being Indians, whether prince or commoner, the ecnturies-old causes 
of resentment that foreignern were both in theory aiid practice 
ruling the country should bo acknowlcjdged as removed. Indians 
as Federal Ministers would stand bofmv} tluj world as symbols <)f 
Swaraj in Induu This reasoning would have satisfied Indian feeling 
and sentiment half a century ago* But today the (daim is not for 
Swaraj alone, but for democratic Swaraj, to quote the words used by 
the late Bipia Chandra Pal, to quote the words of the r»iHolution 
passed at the last session of the Congress (February 19,20, and 21 , 193S) ; 

‘‘The Congress is not opposed to the idea of Federation ; but a real Fecioraiion 
must, oven apart from the questiou of responsibility, eousist of free units enjoying 
more or less the same measure of freedom and civil liberty, and representation by 
the democratic process of election. The Indian Btatos participating in the Federa- 
tion should aijproximale to the proviacos in the esfcabllsbmrut of nipresontativo 
institutions, rosponsible goverumenfe, civil liberties and method of election to the 
Federal Houses.'* 


This resolution, and the demands impliedly made in it, make the Bet- 
ting up of Federation in India contingeut on the initiation of ropresen- 
tative institutions and responsible government in the 
AmMt Indian States. The Paramount Power being, or appearing 
to the State* *1® being, unconcerned in the internal affairs of the 
States, neither promoting not opposing the introduction 
of these organs of modern government in the States, the case for re- 
presentative and responsible government in "Indian India*' becoincB a 
matter of contention between the ruling authorities of the States and of 
the peoples thereof- The Indian National Congress have been accord- 
ing moral support and sympathy to the endeavours of the States' 
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people for their own npliftment, for isocuring civil liberties for the 
protection of their honour anti material interests. The namo of the 
Congress and the example of its heroic fight against British bureau- 
cracy have raised hopes and created assurance in the minds of the 
peoples in the States that in their difficulties they will have the help 
and direction of the national organisation. 'I’lie growth of public life and 
the demand for freedom have created new problems and precipitated 
new conflicts in the hitherto placid life of tho Indian States. To these 
the Indian National Congress cannot be itidilTerent, to their oall for 
help it cannot remain unresponsive. This attitude was explained in the 
resolution on “Indian Sfcitcs” passed at its last session : 


"The Congress stands for the same political, snnial and economic freedom in 
the ytates as in the rest of India, and consnkrs tho Btales ns integral parts of 

India which cannot bn separated, Tho Pnrna Swaraj. which Is tho objeetivc 

n£ the Oongress, is for the whole of India ,for the integrity and unity of 

India must bo maintaiiud in freedom ns it has been maintained in subjoction." 


But tho Congress did not want to force developments in the States 
which would be out of “tune with the conditions prevailing there.” 
And in order to foster a spirit of self-lielp in tho peoples concerned, 
to allow movements in the States to develop a momontum ol their own, 
and the peoples to bo disciplined under conditions of inveitable 
struggles with tho irresponsible authorily of the States under which 
they have been living tor centuries, the last session of tho Congress 
through tho same resolution doclured a sort of benevolent neutrality with 
regard to the States. This was an attitnd<' which was difficult to bo consis- 
tently maintained, ns it was found during tlin period under discussion 
in connection with tho States of Mysore and Travancore. Both these 
States have a rermtation for progressive administration, for benevolent 
iiiilrocraey it may be. Modern developments have raised ambitions 
in the niinds of tho peoples which it will take time to realise } there 
are eotiflicts and confusions, both mat- rial and mental, through which 
rulers and tlio ruled must roach a harmony ; certain of these are 
unavoidable. But they play a part in tlio economy of human life 
which are ultimately beneficial. Inuiatieneo is tlie spirit that should bo 
religiously avoided. 

■While tho contentions between the rulers and the ruled in the 
States have been continuing, the representatives of tho Paramount 
Power have been striving with all their might to 
porsnado tho Prine,es to come in and occupy their 
rightful place in the Federation. “Instruments of 
Accession,” conditions that will persuade them to 
come into tho picture of Federations, drafts of these have been passing 
and repassing from London, Delhi— Simla, and tho capitals of tho 
Indian States. Tho public are being kept in tho dark about the nego- 
tiations. The opposition of Indian public ojiinion as voiced forth 
through tho Indian National Congress, tho All India Muslim League, 
too National Liberal Federation, the All-India States’ Peoples’ 
Conference, may bo responsible for tho apparent indecision of the 
.'British Government ; the Princes also do not appear to be very enthu- 
siastic in tho matter. There is an impression that they have been 
bargaining with the Paramount Power for regaining certain of their 
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privileges and powers usurped by or lost to the Paramount Povver ; they 
have been, it is believed, trying to have erected ecriain barriers agaifisfc the 
rising tide of democracy that threatens to submerge many an ancient 
and cherished land mark, Those are surmises, and the position has 
remained as obscure during these six months as even befurr'. 


Sociix! Reform in 
Hindu Society 


This obscurity makeK it pos.sib‘or for the ‘ exfornal aulhority^' 
represented by Lord Lmlitligow as li.dia, io appear ii ditleycnt to the 
, . strains ai»d stres^-Ort to Vvbieli the intertjal life of 

Autonomy JWpistwe* India is L-eiiig subjoctcrk Fidcrafion is a far-off 

event. Meanwhile the ‘Vutoiu iny^' governments 
in the piovisiccs ha\e to function, and so func- 
tion that the more than eeiitury oiJ gii(*vanc(s (>f llie, widest 
commonalty of the latsd, of the labourers tUid ags'iimllurists, may be 
redressed, and the economic break-down (‘uusi'd by modern indus- 
trialism may be repaired. 'Fhe question has also to be f{ic<d whe^tber 
or not it is at all possible to repair tlio structure of social and 
economic relations that imve b(C'n the warp and wof)f of Indian 

life for thousand of years. In soeiut rcliiti(mM, the problem 
of untouehability in the bosom of Hindu soeiely looms very 
large. And the Congress Miriistiics pledged lo remove this and i's 

various offshoots by their Election Manifestoes have beoo trying to 

give a load to society, unprepared in idea, to accept the full iiai)lica- 

tions of the reform, to practise in daily life, what the |>< oplo have 

in the enthusiasm of the moment accepted as a principle. One gets 
the impression from the movcnnmt of tbouglit and activity among the 
‘‘depreased^^ castes in Hindu society that they Inivn l)(U‘u testing the 

possibilities opened out to them by the Po‘ma I*aet by whieii th<‘y 

gained a larger number of seats in the legislatures tlian rjromised them 
by the original “Comiminal Award^^ of Eanisay Mae.Donald. Members 
representing these classes in tlie provincial legislaturos arc, a few of 
them, Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries. Tins position enables 
them to press their points of view from the iaiunr mechamBin of 

administration. 


In the Muslim soeb t^' in India also there arc ^depressed'^ classes 
not in the sense in which the adjective is used with reference to 
! 1^- Hindu society* The Momins, who claim to be half 

Social Diiabitiei the Muslim population of India, have social disabilities 

Mwilim Society which have demanded redress and r<»maval in meetings 

and conferences he’d in the United Provincos^ Bihar 
and Bengal. In the Bengulee-^spenkiug districts of Sylhet and Cachar 
for administrative reasons included in the province of Assam, there is 
a class of Muslims, known as Maimnh, by occupation fishermen and 
boatmen, who have given organised expression through meetings and 
associations to the grievances caused by certain social disabilities. Tne 
higher classes in the Muslim community constituted by those whose 
ancestors came from out-side India'-^the Sayyieds, Sheiks, Pathans and 
Moghuls*-^have conceits of superiority that aie in no way less proved 
than those found in the heart of Hindu society. The late Khondkar 
Faiali Kubee, Dewan to the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, descend- 
ant of the family from whose hands had slipped the sceptre of rule 
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into the hands of Clive, in :his hook— The Origin of the Musalmans 
of Bengal — gives us an idea of this equality and unequality ; 

“From a religions point of view, of course, all Musalmans stand on a footing of 
equality. But according to usage and customs the social position and family rank 

of a man do not become altered by a change of religion a low caste person 

on his embracing Islam is not allowed to hold familiar intercourse with high-born 

Musalmans Eigid and scrnpuloas regard has ever been paid by the Musalmans 

to social and family dignity.” 


The social democracy pica of Islam is not true to the facts of life 
as it is lived in Muslim society. Much is made of the equality that 
lines up the Nawab, the Muslim nobleman, with the 
Ch^lenge of Muslim porter in the Friday prayer in the mosque, 

to Muslims The Hindus also, in Bengal at least, can show a similar 

habit of equality on the occasion of the Eirtans, devo- 
tional songs, when the Brahmin and the Dome (an Avarna caste man) 
sit or stand side by side and sing songs to the glory and beneficence 
of the Lord, penetrated with the belief in His words uttered to Narada 
— “Where two or three men are gathered together in my name, there 
I am in the midst of them.” This equality on occasions is not potent 
enough to create that habit which is the bed-rock of the democracy 
which the modern times demand. This occasional equality does_ not 
satisfy the heart of the modern man and woman. Neither in Hindu 
society nor in the Muslim, do the average man and woman get the 
opportunities that will enable them to realise the rich possibilities of 
their nature, to develop into healthy man and woman, their minds 
enriched by modern knowledge and gnided by wisdom to the paths of 
fulfilment. Hindu society have for a century been trying to shako off 
its inner weaknesses. The challenge of modern life has not found 
Hindu society wholly unr''Bponsivo or unresisting. This response and 
resistance have enabled Hindu society to adapt itself to modern life. 
The same challenge has come to Muslim society today when it has 
opened its mind to modern education. To squarely meet that challenge, 
it is necessary that the Muslims should recognise that “the obvious 
decay of Islamic culture during the last few centuries is entirely due 
to the rigidity of conceptions about it”, to quote the words of the 
editor of the Islamic Culture, the quarterly published under the auspipea 
of the Muslim thought-leaders of the Nizam State. This recognition 
will enable them to throw off those habits of thought and life that have 
been keeping them disabled for playing their part in the making of 
the new India. 


The social disabilities that have maimed the general mass of every 
community in India, that have made them prisoners of crude thoughte 
. ,, and fanatical habits, are more cruelly pressing on their 
account of the break-down of old economic 
nxoedicM arrangements. That break-down has been responsible for 
a misery and a hopeless helplessness new in Indian 
history. And today men and women in despair are persuaded to believe 
that a class or classes of Indian explodters— landlords, zemindars, money- 
lenders and indastrialiets"“are mainly responsible for tbe unhappinMs 
In their lives. This new interpretation of history, of the conflict 
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between men and men implicit in the older social organisations, is the 
seed-plot of the activities that are described in another part of this 
volume in pp. 349-369 in an article specially contributed by an intel- 
ectual leader of the Labour and Peasant organisations ot India. 
The controversy with regard to the theory of class conflict, said to be 
implicit in the very make of human society so far evolved, has been 
ringing so lond and strong in almost all the countries m the world, 
that it is natural that we should hear of it more and more in this 
country. We do not propose to convert the pages of the Indian 
Annual Register into so many planks of an one-sided controversial 
platform. We are content to be observers of the causes of the diseases 
of the social mind and body, and of <he consequences of the remedies 
suggested and administered for relief and recovery. It is undeni- 
able that organised attempts to rouse passions in defence of vested 
interests, to inflame resentment against these vested interests, have 
become a normal feature of Indian life to-day. Regional and communal 
jealousies, anger of the poor against the rich and the comparatively 
well to-do, have erupted into social life. These do not promise that 
India will have a peaceful evolution towards an enriched modern life. 
The ‘‘cult of the Danda” made popular by Swami Sahajananda Sara- 
swati, the Behar Kisan leader and President of the last session of the 
All India Kisan Congress held at the town of Comil la in the middle 
of May, 1938, is a pointer to the new developments that will be burst- 
ing upon the countiy in the near future. The efforts of the Ministries 
to remove the grievances of labourers and agriculturists do not appear 
to be satisfactory to them ; these do not assure to them those amenities 
of life hopes of which have been roused in the hearts and promises 
for which have been made to their ears. Those complaints are increa- 
singly being made by Labour and Kisan loaders, and the Ministries have 
to gyin and bear. Impatience with those measures was demonstrated 
during the strike at Cawupore, one of the biggest industrial centres in 
northern India, where the labourers went out of the control of their 
loaders and declared a strike involving more than 49,000 actual worWs 
in the mills and factories of the city. The working days lost, the 
earnings lost by this strike, have not yet been estimated. But even 
this proved loss cannot intercept the tendency to resort to strikes 
and lock-outs as “a last resort”. In 1932 there were 129 strikes 
involving 1,41,859 workers and a loss of 19, 28, 437 days ; in the next 
year the number of strikes rose to 154, the number of workers involved 
was^ 3,04,823, and the number of days lost 89,23,811. These figures are 
8tt indication of the havoc through which the country must pass on 
its goal of economic contentment and stability. 

The economics of reconstniction of Indian life on a new foundation 
require that the land question— the position of landlords, that of the 
- tillers of the soil, that of the State in relation to both 

h>torests— should be subjected to examination in 
•mniiuktion the hght of the exporiences of the immediate past in our 
country, the past that was created by Lord Cornwallis’ 
Permanent Settlement in Bengal (1793) and in Madras (1802). The 
contTpyersy with regard to the ownership of the land, in whom did it 
Test, in the landlord or the tiller of the soil ?— is as old as the hills. Fre- 
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ceding: the Cornwallis Settlement there was heated controversy between 
the Governor-General and John Shore in course of which all the issues 
involved in the question was discussed. Witnesses and evidences in 
sugport of or opposition to State landlordism, private landlordism, and 
peasant proprietorships were many and various. About the authenticity 
of these the following from the pen of Sir William Hunter can be 
accepted as a true representation of the facts of those days : 

“My own investigations point to an infinite gradation in the rights o£ the 
various classes interested in the land. In some districts the landholder was almost 
independent of the Muslim Vietiroy, an<l seldom or never subjected to his inter- 
ference ; in others he was only a baililF appointed to receive the rents. In some 
districts, again, peasant rights wore acknowledgod, and the old communal system 
survived as a distinct influence, m others the cultivators were mere serfs; 

Confronted by theso complexities, and the demands of an inexor- 
able master, the East India Company, Lord Cornwallis made a settle- 
ment recognising a small body of men as landlords, owners of the 
land, who would be responsible for the payment of the revenues, whether 
or not the tillers of the soil paid them the rents. The consequences 
of that settlement can bo described in the words of the same author ; 

“ those Collectors who had to deal with districts in which the landlords were 

the real owners of the soil, complained that the Permanent Settlement had stripped 
them of their rights and ruined them ; while those, who had derived their experience 
from parts of the country iii which the Mussalman system had uprooted the 
ancient houses, objected that Lord Cornwallis had sacrificed the claims of the 
Government and the rights of the people to elevate a parcel of tax-gatherers and 
land-stewards into a sham gentry.” 

Even today when revolutions in economic thought call for a now 
economics of Land Settlement the old arguments are being heard. But 
it appears that the dominant school of political and economic thought 
in the modern world aro in favour of resumption by the State of its 
rights over land. The social disruption that will follow such a measure 
has no terrors for the majority of the people who devote thought to the 
subject. Resumption of these rights by the State on payment of 
compensation, as it was done in Ireland, or without it as it has been 
done in Russia, this is the question that has been exercising or excit- 
ing the intellect or mind of politicians and administrators. In various 
provinces encroachments by processes of law on the rights of landlords 
have become the order of the day. Economic considerations influence 
these activities ; nor aro communal considerations wholly absent An 
instance of the latter is met with in the attitude of the Muslim mem- 
bers in Bengal and tho United^ Provinces. In the former where the 
Muslim community is in a majority, where the cultivators are pre- 
dominantly Muslim, the landlords and zemindars being predominantly 
Hindu, the Muslims aro all for quick return to State 
landlordism which is supposed to be supported by Islamic State polity ; 
in the latter where the Taluqdaifs, landlords, arc many of them, if not 
the majority of them, Muslims, and the tenantry are predominantly 
Hindu, Hindus being the majority oommunity in tho province, the 
Muslim League members are enthusiastic supporters of the existing 
system of private landlordism. In Bengal when the amending Bill in- 
troduced on behalf of the Minisfery sought to put certain restrictions 
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on landlord rightB, and by the weight of the votes of Muslim members 
carried it through, a leader of the landed interests, Maharaja 
Manmatha Nath Roy, retired from the Council, the Upper House, with 
his party after making a statement in which occur the following : 

“We feel thet we cannot remain here Hi(h any sense of self-respect afl the 
majority are bent upon tyrannising over the helpless minority for political aggrandise- 
ment. We further feel that wo cannot have any justice here, and that we must 
seek the protection of the Governor or the Governor-General, and if it need be 
of the Federal Court, or of the British Parliament through the Right Hon’blo’ 
the Secretary of State. Above all, we shall take our stand upon tho Instrument 
of Instructions, created by His Majesty tho King-Emperor, for the vindication 
of the Permanent Settlement which is tho bulwark of tfao economic structure of 
Bengal/’ 

This protest appears to be a cry in the wilderness. For. more than 
any communal considerations, tho dominant economic thought of the 
modern world is in support of extinguishing intermediate private rights 
in the soil of tho countries. Agsiinst this historic development the fight 
oi^anised by landlord interests in India, as in other countries, cannot 
avail anything. Measures like the Permanent Settlement have had their 
run ; their usefulness has been tested ; they have been found wanting 
after a trial of more than a hundred and thirty years. Even tho parent 
of these measures, British rule in Indb, is in question, confronted by 
the challenge of the self-respect and self-confidence of a nation. In the 
awakening that has made possible this self-assertion, many forces have 
been crated, many ambitions roused, many grievances newly under- 
stood. These call for a ro-examination of many of the principles and 
policies of Indian social life, a te.stiHg on a new touch-stone of their 
value and utility. After a peaceful and placid life of a century 
and more imposed on tho country by a foreign power, the 
mind of India demands that it should have a part in building the 
country anew- Controversies and contentions are inevitable in this 
process ; unchartoblenoss, rancour and greed may complicate natural 
developments. These may delay tho ultimate result ; those cannot 
permanently put off tho day when India will raise her head 
“Infco the bonndIcBS, 

Into fcho genorouB light, 

Into the air of freedom 1” 

( Spmaily contributed by Sri Suresk Chandra Det. ) 
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MEoniOTiTios OF Bu. UsiTs oi'’ h'Diis Army 

The session of the Indian Tjo;L'jslati?e Assembly opened at Now Delhi on 

the 3l8t. January 1938, the Hoa. Sir Ahdur Hnhim prusidiiig. There was a lively 
debate on Mr. Abind'^kalnigam Chettinfs adjournment over the proposal for mecha- 
nisation of the British units of ilie Indian Army. There was iinanimous condoniaation 
of the proposal by iion-ofHoial Indian meinburs, Init tlio motion was not pressed to a 
division and was talked out. 

All the speakers who took part in the debate, except of course the Defence 
Seoretarj^, were unauirnoas in their coiidernaation of the so-called gift by His 
Majesty’s Govoriiment of cCO0O,OO ) towards Hie actual cost of Bs. 1^15 lakhs necessary 
for the mechfinisatiou ol the British units of the Indian Army. Why should the 
Indian taxpayer ho called iiiioii to pay tins liugt) sum for mecfmnising an army of 
ocoupation, and not the Iimian units who are really uiilixud for defeuee purposes V 
Even Sir Muhammad Yamia Khan did not relish the idea of mochanisiug the 
British units in the indiau annv if it came to a question of thedr being sent soiae- 
whero for imperial piu poses. What w«mid happen to the tanks mnl armoured cars, 
etc ? Would these int’cdiariical paraphuriialia rein iin in India or be sent along with 
those equipped with them ? The motion was, however, talked out. 

Ccjii'ANiKs Act Amend. Dili. 

Tho ITonso took np the consideration of Hir N, W. Sircar's Bill to further to 
amend the Indian Companii»H Act, as reporto I by tho seloot committee, but tho linal 
passage of the Bill was po.st{rined until to-morrow, when an agreed ameadmout in 
tho place of the one proirjsed by the European group would be cousiderod. 

jh’imc OP 500 OasoDKTB Acts 

The Law Member'^s Pall to ro[>eal certain cnaetrnenfs was next taken up and 
passed. Tho Acts sought to be repcalel, either wholly or partly, number about 50U, 
The mover explained that those hud been rendered obsulolo. 

Tea OontuoIi Bill 

Mr. JET. Dow^ Commerce Secretary, moved ilio reference to a select oommitfoo of 
the Bill giving renewed roenguition to the international Hchemu for the regulation of 
the export of toa and control of tho cKtcnHimi of lea cultivation from April 1, 193B. 

Professor Ranga^ opposing the Bill, dfiolurod that the Indian growers were suiTer* 
ing from unfair Irtsutancnt at tho hands of tho oemmittoo. Prof. Kanga explained of 
the “arbitrary power” of the Comimttno, which, he said, couKtstod or a majority of 
Europeans, The result of tho activities, he feared, would bo to squeoEC out tho 
small man and interfere with the ecoiiumio life of tho luiitau poasantry, who though 
illiterate, wore required to keep com{>licatol acceiiuiH. Prof, liauga also strossed the 
need for better distribution of tea cultivation among the provinces instead of the 
present conoentratiou in Assam, 

Two points of order were raised at thiB stage by Mr, Bamtamm and Mr. 
Ananthmaymam based on tho powers of tho provincial Cloveraments under ilia 
present Act 

After Sir Ziauddin Ahmd had also spoken, Mr. Dow replied to tho debate and 
pointed out that, considering tho figurcB of British capital m against Indian capital 
employed in tha industry, the Indian ruproscutation was very much greater. 

CoMi’ANTO Acr Amm, Bm (CoNro.) 

l»fc. raBRUARY Tho Hougo passed the Bdl further amending the Indian Companies 
Aot with Mr, Mhulabhai Drnai and other party leaders, The Bill sought to remove 
oertam errors which had crept into the Aot when it wm oxteasively amonded in 1936* 
ll 
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Tea Control Bill (Contd.) 

Resuming his speech in winding np tlio dehato on his motion for a select com- 
mittee on the Tea Control Bill, Mr. R Boia, Commerce Secretary, assured the House 
that the Government would bo prepared to lend the fullest sii^jport to any re-drafting 
of the Bill in the select ooramittee in the light of suggostions mado in tho course of 
the debate. The House adopted tho motion. 

Military Manoeuvres Bill 

Further discussion was next taken up of tho Defence Secretary's motion for consi- 
deration of tho Bill to provide facilities for Military Manoeuvres and for Held firing 
and artillery practice as rc*i/orted by flit) sule(;t c.ommitteo. 

Mr. Sanatanam moved an amendment suggesting that the samo area, or any 
part thereof, shall not ordinarily bo uIiHscmI for maiKUiuvres more than onco in any 
period of four years, instead of Iwo years as provided in tho Bill. 

Mr, Ogilvie (Defence Secretary), opposing the amernlrnont, said that it would 
definitely hamper tlio manoeuvres us such a huig period would naturally restrict the 
field available for manoouvres. Moreover, the ameiKhntMit unduly fettered tho discre- 
tion of local Ooverumouts. 

Thereafter Mr. Sascena moved another amendment suggesting throe years as the 
period. He emphasised that even in an advanced country like England no manoeuvres 
could be held in tho same area for more than onco in five years. India v/as a vast 
country and provided enough ficlil for such practice. Tlu'y wanted manoouvros to be 
held ill as many jilacos as jiosHible. 

The Defence Hecrctary accepted tho amendment which was carried. 

The next amendment moved by the samo member (d/r. Saxenn) was that tho local 
Government’s notice of its intention to sjitMjify tho urea should not ho issued until 
after the expiry of three montlis after its publication in the local g^azotto (instead of 
two months as suggested in the Bill). Ho pointed out that in view of the lack of 
literacy among the population, it was ossiuitial that tiio period of notice should bo 
sufliciently long. 

Mr. Ogilvie opposed tho motion, whi<}h“was pressed to a division and carried by 
54. votes to 51. 

Mr. jB. N. Chowdkury moved an amendment urging that such military practices 
should not interfere witli any siirings, waterfalls, widls or tanks held sacred by any 
religioxis community. Mr. Ogilive pointed out that there was a provision to that 
effect in the original Bill, bur. the select commitlt*o hud unauimouvsiy omitted it. 
Mr, Ogilm accepted the amoudment, but tho woids ‘Ssprings and waterfalls’* were 
omitted. The amondmout was passed. 

The clause relating to the manner of determining tho amount of compensation for 
damage arising out ox manoouvnjs ovokisd oon.sideral)Io discussion following the attempt 
made in tho amendment inovoU by Mr. Hanatnnain to provide that the amount 
should bo fixed by summoning and hearing the claimant or his authorised agent 

Mr. Bmmtanam and Mr. At. H. Aficy argued that if the presence of the claimant 
was req.aircd, then why not give iiim a hearing so that there might ho no future 
compiaiuts of short payment V H he was not to be heard, why ask him to bo 
present? Mr. Ogilive said ho was prepared io accopt tho amondraont to the extent 
of providing for nearing of the claimant, hut not summoning him. Tho mover did 
not agree, and the amendment wa'5 passed to a division and lost by 48 votes to 41* 

Mr. Sami Fen&aiaekaiam Chatty asked for permission to move an amendment 
for addition of the words ^after Jieuring the ohumant.” Mr. Ogilvie explained he 
had mado an offer to accopt it, but tho Opposition liad '‘spurned’* it and after losing 
the division they wore trying to go bacsk on tho decision of the House. Mr. 
Bhnlabhm Desai appealed to the Government not to regard it as a Question of 
"amour propre”, but as one of ejtuity for the poor cultivator, whoso laud might be 
damaged by what amounted to criminal trespass. Mr, Ogilvie expressed Ms inabi-* 
lity to take tho initiative and set a now preeodont in procedure by aooeptiog, ou 
behalf of the Govornmentj an amendment which had onco been rejected by the 
House. Although he admitted the amendment would do no damage to the Bill, Sir 
ft. Sircar^ Leader of the House, stated that in view of Mr. Ogilvie*s statement 
thai ,the ameiidment was not likely to do damage to the Bill he saw no reason why 
it not be aoeepted. She iamendmeni was adopted. She Bill, as amended, 

was 
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Destructive Ivsects iLnrD Pests Aite^’d, Act 

Sir S. Bajpai moved that the Bill farther to amend the Destructive Insects 
and Pests Act, 1914, be taken into oonsicleration. He evplaiaed brietly the object of 
the proposed Bill and urged the House to pass the Bill as it was essential and at 
the same time quite iuoccuous. The motion was adoptei and the Houso adjonrnod. 

Child MirwUiAOB Uestraini Amend. Bill 

3rd. FEBRUARY : — Instance's cf ingonions evasion of tiuj Barda Act wore men- 
tioned hy Mr. Lalchand NamUah winm raovt‘d that tlio Bill to amend the Child 
Marriage Rf^straiut Act, 1929, ho tiktoi into coiisidoraiiod Ho (*splained that the J5ill 
was intended to ond the [iractioe of British Hu hje.'Ot;} going across the bunltsrs to nuigh- 
boaring state territory and piudonning inarriiig.is in cunt raveritioii of the Act and 
thereafter returning to British India. The Bill provi'h'd tint the pmial provisions of 
the Aot vShall a[)ply also to oifeuces {‘onimitted by a Biitisli subjnet within tStato terri- 
tories. Mr. Navalrai stated ho knew of Stains wlirdi allowed theise marriages to take 
place 'in their territory hy clKii‘.ging Rs. ibO ffjr (iauh marriage. In Sitid there were 

cases in which those *who wantcl to evale rlic law dii not have to rravel far. Kludr- 

pur State, for instance, was only divided fr'>rn Sind hy u saull hrantdi of the Imlus 
river and all that one had to do was to have nil pnd.iminaries of wedding conducted 
in Sind territory an<i go in procession to tho river, gel ini > a boat, and (>orform the 
actual marriago rite and tlrui (jume hack to Hin 1 again. Mr. Navalrai said )m F»ill 
would remove doubts and difleroucos of opinion htstwoiui one High Court an 1 atu>ther, 
such as Madras and Bombay, on tho applicability of the Penal Cole tooffmoes of this 
nature under tho Aot cornraiib^d in an Indian Htate. 

Mr. N", K Qadgil dealt at length witli the marriage soramhlo that followed idle 
passing of tho Sarda Aot and spoke of iustanoos of ‘^matrinDiiial alliance imtwoon a 
brido in embryo and a liridugroom in t.he cradle'*, (pioting the Census Report, ho 

said the number of wiv(*s mvUv 13 years of /tgo lud incroas‘'d from over 85 ami a 

half lakhs in 1021 to 123 lakhs in 1931. Ho dwelt on tftc “gn.uat corroding cvl)” of 
early marriage, both from tho viewpoint of tho mot!M‘,r o.nd tho infant, and said that 
the aot would not be clTotstivc without o.strH-trrritopial application as provithni in 
the araendraont. Ho urged it was tho duty of tho Oovernmont itself to bring a 
Bill of a oomprohonsivi* characlor to dociaro that all marrirugos which conl.ravcufH 
the Aot wore invalid and give power to courts to issue prevent ivo injiinodons. Ho 
declared that it was no gf>Oil the Covcrnm»fnt. haying than if mi'dtt oifotil religious 
scruples. Religion had nothing to do with marriage au kucIi (several Muidim mem- 
bers: “Quostiou”). But if religion urfeiubid against; morality, it was ruligiou, not 
morality, that must give way. (OheerK). 

Sir Ilmry Craik made it clear that the Bill had the sympathy of ilm novorrmmit 
who would support the motion for eonsideraticn, hut wcubj m ive aravuvlmauits on 
one or two minor points, which he nndi*r.Htoofl wore a'‘c,t^pfiU>le to flio mover. k% 
regards Mr. Gadgil’s remarks ri^garding the (h>vernmeut/s duty of closing the gaps 
in tho Sards Act, Sir Henry Oraik reminded the nrunlicr that if he and his ptu'ly 
(Congress) wore roally so eagt^r to close the gapn, how wau it that Mr. B. Das^ 
Bill, which tho Government wore ready to supporr and whicfi had two opportunities 
of coming up before tho Kouso and would have been passed by the Hmisof on both 
occasions, had boon dropped h^ioauso the Hen. Member, who devised tho Bill, did not 
take the trouble to bo hero. Thin wiw slighily incousisfent 

Mr. 2^. AT. Jenki said that, wholhor on thin ocmiHioa it was tho fault of Mr. Das 
or not, it was certainly the duty oC tho Govornment to have come forward to 
move the defect in law, which had persmiml atl these yearn. Tho evil had been mo 
great that it had generated a finding of cimtempt for law and order. Hu added that 
the Goveramont oven now could bring forward a comprelionsivo measure to oradloato 
the abuse* 

Sir Nfipmdra Nath Birmr^ Hupportiag tho Bill* pointed out that much of today’s 
discussion on religious and social matters was quite irfclevant to tho motion bsMore 
the House. As a result of the 1929 Aot certain marriages wore prevontahlu, or at any 
rate pumshablo, but owing to oversight a slight error had crept In. Tim object of 
Mr. Navalrars measure was eimply to oorreut that error, namely, having regard to 
the 1929 Act, would they allow its evasion by allowing child marriages to be per- 
formed by travelling a lew mites across the British Indian border into Indian 
States or foreign territory f He did mt agree with Mr, Auanthasaynnsm’s view 
that these evasions wero few as the speaker’s oxfommo in Bengal was quite different 
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He had huowa the instance of his own relatives who owned houses at Chandornai^oro 
(French town) 22 miles away from Calcutta. Ten years af^o tlioy were not occupied, 
but they were now useful property as the demand for these hoitsos' there was very great 
after the passage of the Sarda Act by people, who go there to perform child marriages, 
"With these examples before them, how could they oppose the Bill V 

After Mr. had further supported the motion for consideration it was adopted, 

Mr* Thorne^ Horae Secretary, moved an amendment to the oitoot that the provi- 
sions of the Act shall apply (nl to all British suhjerjts ami servants of the CJrowm in 
any part of India, (b) all British subjects who weie domicilorl in any part of India, 
wherever they may he. Mr. Thorne oxplamed that his amendment would extend the 
application of the provisions (o ofi‘t‘n<‘o.s by British Rut)jf‘ots in Fronidi and other 
foreign territory in India, while the Bill would have merely extonded it to Indian 
States. Mr. Sanatanara, Mr. Thirumal Hao and Mr. Sri Prakaslia supported the amend- 
ment, which was passed. The Bill was passed amid cheers. 

Indians in Aided iNDiisrurAL Oonokuns 

4tli, FEBRUARY The day was devoted to the comsidt»ration of two resolutions. 
The first resolution was moved by Mr. Sri Praknsh uj'ging the Oovornment to take 
effective steps to impose upon all indu.stries wiihdi are or may ho in leceipt of aid 
or subsidy from the Central Govornmont such conditions' ns may sccuro (!) 
employment of not less than a spooifiod proportion of Indians in both the higher and 
other grades of their employ and (2) adequate W'ages and fair treatment of Indians 
employed in them. 

Those opposing the resolution woro fiiv Ommjec fho ijiboral loader and 

Mr. Griffith of the European group, who while professing genuine sympathy with 
the object underlying tho Bill, did not see Ihoir way to HU}>[M»rt it in as much as the 
Government in their opinion, wore doing their honest best in the direction. 

Tho lesolution was ultimately carried without a <livision. 

Standiko CoMMinKB POK Indian Aumv 

The second resolution, which wa.s moved by Mr. GadgiU sought election of iho 
standing committee of tho Indian Army composed of eluclod m(*mbors of tho Central 
legislature. Those who took part in tim discussion wi'to Mr. AMnl Qmyum^ Bardar 
Manual Bingk^ Jl/r. A%har AU and Bir Shn Mahonn^d Khan, The first throe 
speakers whole-heartodly supported tho rosolntion while the last named, wlio is a 
nominated member and an ex* army man, opposed it. tllic dehafo was unfinished 
when the House rose for the day, 

Bestuitctive Insects Amend. Bill (Contd.) 

7th. FEBRUARY Further consideratif.u of tho Bill, amending tho Dostrnotivo 
Insects and Pc.s(s Aai was taken up fo-day. Hovoral amendments woro movrtl on Indialf 
of the opposition. The Congress Party’s amomlmont deleting altogether imprisonment 
as punishment for any infringement of tho provisions of tho Ae.t was accepted* 
ftaL Bmga su^estod tho loweiing of fho amount of fine from 2,000 to Rs. 1,000 
for th© same ofionco, but Bir uirija Bhankar opposed tho amondmont wnich 
.was not pursued. Eventually the Bill was passed. 

Bill to Amend Law or Evidence 

Mr. rAomc next moved tho reference to a select committoe of llio Bill to 
ameml the law of evidence in rospoct of certain commercial documents. 

Lxj^lammp bnofiy the object of the Bill he said that certain commercial documents 
of venous kinds woro by the prantioo of mnrubanfs, accepted as evidonce and taken 
prima facie as corroct but in a <tourt of law, they could not, in the absence of 
the parties be admitted m ovidonco without testimony as to their genuineness or the 
oorrootnoHS of statements made fhorciu. Such documents wore inadmissible in 
eyidencq under the Act without further proof, with the result that a party desirous 
of deiayjM proce(3dmgg could often insist on tho other side getting commissions issued 
to tap evfdpuce as to the facts whfofi were for all practical purposes suAoiently 
established by th© documents in question. The preneut Icgislanon was intended to 
provide for oommoroisl documents being admitted in evidence without formal proof* 
Auist of snoh documents prepared in consuitstiou with oommorcial bodies and local 
Bovernments was appended as schedule to the Bill, powder being reserved to the 
gove^ment of India to add to the list from time to time and remove items from it. 
Mr* Tnojn# commended the Bill as a very useful and necessary measure. 

lie House agreed to the select committee motion. 
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DiNfrEROus Drugs Act Amend. Bill 

Mr. A, B, Lloyd, member of the Central Board of Rovonue, moved the considera- 
tion of tbeBiil to fuither amend the Dangerous Drugs Act of 1930, which was 
passed. 

I. P, C. iND Cr. Pc. Ajeend. Bilh 

Sir Henry Craih raovod that the Bill further to amend the Indian Penal Code and 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, for certain purposes bo tahen into consideration 
The object of Ihe Bill was slated as follows Under sec. 505 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure 1898, any person who has boon convicted moie than once of certain 
offences— for example, theft, lohbery, dacoity and coining— and .sentenced for a term of 
three years or upwards can bo ordered to report his residence or any change of or 
absoiico from his rosidonce to the police for a maximum period of five years after 
his release. A breach of this order is punishable under sec. 176 Indian Penal Code 
with simple imprisoumont for a form which may extend six months or with a fine 
which may extend to Es. 1,000 or with both. It has been recorded that this 
punishment does not act as a deterrent to habitual offenders and that orders under 
section 555, Criminal Procedure Code, are froQueutly contravened. Tho Bill proposed 
to amend sec. 176 1. P. 0. so as to make spocifie provision therein for this onenoG 
and alter tho punishment therefor into one of imprisonment of either description for 
a term which may oxtond to six months or fiuo which may extend to Rs. 3,000, or both. 

On Mr. ArianthaHayanam Ayynngnr's motion the House agreed to the circulation 
of the Bill for olicitiug public opinion before September 3,1938. The House adjourned. 

Amendments in Insurance Bill 

8th. FEBUARY The Assembly adjourned after two hours’ sitting to-day. Sir iW**- 
pendra i:}ircav moved that the amendments made in the Council of State to the Bill to 
consolidate and amend the law relating to buslncjss insuranoo bo taken into consideration. 
Bir Nripondra’s motion was accepted and tho Gongross Party moved half a dozen 
amendments of which three wore aoooptod (1) extending the total forms of Insurance 
obligation to filo along with the application for registration, publish prosperous 
standard policy forms and assured rates eto, (2) extending the provision of clause 45 
to the policy effected before tho oomraenoemont of tho Act and (3) providing that 
every rule made under the Act should bo laid before tho Central Legislature for ono 
month while they wore in session. Tho House adjourned. 

Railwa^ys Act Amend. Bill 

9th. FEBRUARY Sir Thomas Stewart moved that the Bill to amend tho 
Indian Railways Act of 1890 bo taken into considoraiion. Sir Thomas, explaining the 
object of the Bill, stated that it was intended to give statutory recognition to tho 
power exercised by tho Central Government to fix tho maximum and minimum rates 
of lares for the railway. The necessity for the Bill arose because under tho Act tho 
power to legislate in order to regulate tho maximum and minimum fares was vested 
m the Centro. Executive power was necessary in order to put info cfect the re- 
levont legislation. It followed that if there was 7io statutory enactment there could 
be no executive power and tho result of that position would be that whan the Feder- 
al Railway Authority was constituted it would bo unable to carry out tho functions, 
which the Act contemplated it should carry out. 

Mr. JT. Bamtanam moved an amendment that tho Bill be circulated for the pur- 
pose of eliciting public opinion thereon by January 1, 1930. He said that the Bill 
appeared to bo short, but, like a cobra, it was poisonous. They on his side of tho 
House had boon asking for information on tho proposals about the Statutory Railway 
Authority, but it had bean refused to them. They had been told that no proposals 
had been made about the Federal Railway Authority, but the Bill had now been 
brought forward to confer certain power on that authority. The Hon. mover of tho 
Bill had not taken the House into bis confidence about the time when the Federal 
Railway Authority would be brought into being and what the contract between the 
Government of India and the Eailway Authority on important matters, including con* 
tnbution to the general revenues. Tho Government of India had been exercising the 
power to ilx the latos so long and the statutory authority would inherit it auto- 
matically. 'Whatever power the Government of India had not been exercising should 
not also be exercised oy the Federal Railway Authority. Mr. Sanatanam contended 
that the Bill would take away the power of the Federal Government to retain in its 
bands the right to fix rates of fares as a matter of administration, not of policy. 
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Mr, Bhulabhai Desai supported tho motion for circulation and declared that the 
Bill was tlia thin end of the wedfjo soiij'Iit to ho introduced hy an apparently 
innocent looldn^? method. The Governmimi of India stood in the transHoiy sta<Tb 
and the section of tho Act indatiiii^ io the F«»doral Kail way Authority had not been 
brought into operation. No difTiculiy had Uitfnjrto arisen in the exorcise of the 
power to fix faros, and it would, therefore, appear to be an anticipatory preparation 
for an occasion of which, according to tho Loader of the House, only an astrologer 
could fix tlio date, Wlut; tinui was tho excuse for occupying the time of tlnj House 
trying to confer one paiiiculai* item of power on the ‘Eodoral Hallway Authority 
whitdi was yet to come into oxistcime V Purthor, the Act itsrdf contemplaled that 
tho question might early arise where a proper liiie was to he drawn between 
policy and executive authority. The jn'cviston, therefore, had hijfm made in tlic Act 
that on this matter the opiniim of th*i (Tovernor-thmorfil should hi ac-copted as tinal 
hut before that stage was reached, befon^ the Pcilcral Aulhoriry was formed ami 
hoforo the quostion had arisen, wdiethcr or not a [uirlioular matte, r was one of 
])rmciplo or exocutive authority, it was ^^ought to define by tiiis Bill that as far as 
fixing the maximum and minimum fare.s anj /^enc^umed it Wris not a matter of policy 
but was a power io he conh^rn'd on the Pedmal ftailway Audjorify without question 
or oxamination. Mr. Dtwii argued Hut if the quest, i/)n of rates arid fares luVi been 
regarded as a matter of princdple it would have found a pipio in the A( 3 t itself, and 
as it did not find a place it was cdisir it had hcmi left within tim spliore of tho Federal 
Logislaturo. It was, thoruhiro, rather premature to say iiow a particular power or 
authority would fit into the rest, of tho scheme. Ho <'oncluded hy dt'clariiig that no 
occasion had arisen for {immiiim''ni of the Kaiiv'vay Act. 

Sir Thomasi Stnmrt regretted that, the fbdiatc Imd developed on somewhat 
difforeni lines frmn what, he had anticipated. Tho issue which lio had ]>rcsontt?<l to 
the llouso was simple and h(3 canu^ forward with no such Maciiiavohan dtisigns as 
tho opposition had suf^posed. There was no principle involved in the liill, as tliuro 
was no fresh recognition of Foderalimi and tho railway Authority, bijeatisc tho 
indinn Kai I way Act already con huTod tho widest powers ’ on the tiovornmeut. Nor 
did ho think tbrf) was any new prlnciplo involved in llio proccis of fixing tho 
maxima and minima rates of fares. Fuiihermoro, tlmro was no attempt on his part 
to dt»monstratu that in tho pn^sent ciriiumsf uices there was an nmission in the 
Kailway Act. All they wore doing was to logislafc for any future contingency* lie 
was not at pnssont in a position to say when tliat future contfngmmy was liicelv to 
arm Bir Thomas Bttjwart ooneludei; “I dmHt propo.so to follow tho previous 
speakers in their defmum or attack of the constitiitiou of the l».aiKvay Authority. I am 
]>f6partMl to accejd. the motion for circulation.’’ 

At this siago Air. Jhinah intervened and deelared liimself against tho motion for 
ciroulution. Unless iliu OovcrnTruml plmnel bofere the House all their cards ho was 
strongly opposed to tho primdjde of tho Bill. It was mUly surprising that tho 
Government should have brought ilie motion for consideration .so lightly, and it was 
oven mere regrettable that the Uongress parfy sliould move for its circulation. There 
was a dcfinilo principle involved in this moasuro. The House had doolarod in unequi- 
vocal terms its stmic opposition to tho Hchemc of Federation* And lujtui was the 
Qoyernmont coming forward with a Bill which sought to give the future Federal 
Bauway Authority power to fix tho maxima and minima rates. It was a straight 
aemaud and ho did not mu what was there to get public opinimi for V The qmsstiou 
Dofore the ifloaao, Mr. Jimiah continued, was whether they wore going to be paiTy, 
airectly or iudifoctly, to any enactment of this nature, which would give efifeofe to 
the entire Government of India Act, 1035. ‘‘Bo long as wo are in this House,” Mr. 
Jinnan said, “we can never ngrro to tho Oovernmout imposing the whole Hchemo on 
m, I must oppose the Bill wholesale as it seeks, bit by bit and stop by stop, to 
brmg mtp mrco» directly and indirectly, the Federal Act, to which wo are stoutly 
opposed# Tho Eouso adopted tho motion for oiroulation and adjourned. 

OwiLO MAnnuo» BMumim Amend. Bmn 

I pill. FEBRUARY A large number of visitors, tho majority of whom being 
members or tho Me sox, heard a good deal about boys, girls, early marriage, con- 
Ptib/3rty, and so on, tn oonnecUon with Hr. A i)«a> Bill to amend 
oejtam defects in tlxe Sards Act* The sponsor of the Bill expressed optimism that 
^ Goverament appeared to him to bo eyranathetio to social measures 
of tiui tm, he would soon find tho House full of half-men and half-women and 
mommm to the women of India lor the many sins their meit«folk had ooiomltted 
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apinst tliera. He tlien proceoled to merctles'^ly attack that champion of the Sana- 
tanist cause, Mr. B.iijnath. Bajoria for his inoorrii^iblo orthodoxy, allowing the 
Calcutta member to remark ‘Ht is all arrant nonsense.” 

Pandit Nilkantha Das brought home his point to the House that the Bill was a 
good one, although Sir Nripendra Sircar enquired perplexedly of the Pandit whether 
he meant bulls while he was talking about agricultural science. 

Although Sir I^ripsndra Sircar gave his support to the Bill, he put a damper on 
Mr B. Das’s optimism with the observation that thero would never be a gathering 
of half-men and women in the House. In that case marriage would no longer be 
necessary. 

Speaking as a Sanatanist Muslim, Sir A, H, Ghuxnavi opposed the Bill in so far 
as it related to his community. Sir A. H. Ghuzuavi charged all his interrupters with 
“Colossal Ignorance”. In his attempts to prove the futility of the Bill he went to 
the nndorworld of Cakiutta to cito the examples of sex “Goondas” when Sir Nripen- 
dra Sircar asked him “how do you know that they are Goondas V” amidst dofeaning 
laughter. 

Tho last speaker was Mr. Bajoria, who, at the outset of his marathon speech 
lasting more tlian two hours, opposed the Bill, on “Religious, social, political, moral 
and medical grounds'* and charged the Government with entering into an unholy 
alliance with tho Congress but Sir N. N, Sircar assured Mr. Bajoria that the Barda 
Act did not prohibit such an alliance. Mr. Bajoria fell like a deadly avalanche on 
Congress Ministries for sponsoring such measures as Temple Entry Bills etc., in tho 
provinces and tluxndoiM'd : The Congross is now anxious to capture the Temples.*’ 
Mr. Bajoria was nulled up by tho President and at last sat down in disgust. The 
debate was adjourned to bo resumed on the next non-ofHoial day and tho House 
adjourned till the 14th. 

RiiiLWAY Budget; for 1938-39 


FEBRUARY Railway estimates for 1938-39 3 >rosont 0 d by Sir Thomas 
Stewart in the Assembly to-day forecast for 1937-38 a surplus of about 2 and three- 
fourth orores against a very small surplus of about 15 lakhs originally estimated, and 
for 1938-39 a surplus of 2 and a half orores. 

Revised estimato of surplus on railways for 1937-38 exceeds tho actual surplus of 
last year by 1 and a half croros, Tho improvement is due mainly to increase in 
traffic earnings. Total traffic roeeipts of Biate lines are expected to reach 94 and 
one- fourth orores— about 2 and a half orores more than last year and 3 and a half 
orores moro than the original estimate. Total working expenses aro a littlo over 
02 crores inoludiog 12 and a half orores for dopreciaiion, or 1 and one-third crores 
more than last voar. Burplus of 2 and throe-fourth crores will be paid to Central 
revenues. It will fall short of tho full contribution by one and a half crores. Xho 
balance in the depreciation fund will stand at a little under 19 crores. 

Budget estimate for 1938-39 assume's traffio receipts of 94 and one-fourth ororos— 
the same as in tho current your. Tho full in traffic earnings since Decorabor last and 
the present world conditions make it oxtremoly difficult to estimate forward with 
any certainty and preclude a moro optimistic outlook. Total working expenses will 
amount to 02 and a half ororos and will be a half orore moro than in tho current 
year. The increase is mainly due to increased cost of coal and other raw materials. 
Balance of depreciation fund at tho end of tho year will be a little over 24* 
and throo-fourih ororos. The gross total works programme is 12 and three-fourth 
crores. Of this amount, about half a orore is proposed to be spent on Sind Right 
Bank feeder linos and Pithoro Tando MithakUan Railway allndod to last year. An 
extension is to be built to link up Khadro on the Mirpurkhas Khadro branoli of tho 
Jodhpur Railway with Nawnbshali on the main line of the North Western Railway. 
Track ronewals account for 4 ororos, bridge work for three-fourth orore, other 
structural works for 3 orores and rolling stock for 4 and a half ororos. 

Programme includes provision of about 2,800 general service wagons to moot 
increase in traffic demands, of which about 2,100 are broad gnuzo general service 
wagons to be added to the pool. After doduotions totalling 1 and three-fourth crores 
from the above gross figure for certain credits and for reduction in stores balance 
and an allowance (1 and a half crores), based on past experience for unforeseen 
delays in the execution of works or m obtaining supplies, the net amount of the 
programme is 9 and a half orores. , . ... . , 

Referring to coal, Sir Thomas Stewart said that, apart from the increase m the 
the auestiou of adequacy of supply had been a source of great anxiety through* 
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out the yean Owing to acute shortage of labour in Ranigunj and Jherria coalfields, 
Eailways early ia the year bad to face serious depletion of stocks. Deliveries fiom 
market collieries were considerably in arrears. The^ general position in regard to 
supplies threatened to be critical not only for railways but also for industry in 
general. To meet this emergency, Government had decided to increaso substantially 
the output from State-owned collieries to relieve the embarrassment of railways and 
also to release market supplies for the industrial user. 

After referring briefly to the action taken in pursuance of the recommendations 
of the Eailway Enquiry OomraitteQ presided over by Sir Ealph "Wedgwood last cold 
whether. Sir Thom«as Stewart alluded to road motor transport competition, and 
remarked that, with a view to creating additional traffic and winning back some of 
the passenger traffic which in recent years had been lost by railways to the roads, it 
had been decided to try rail cars on' the North Western Railway whore conditions 
appeared particularly favourable and, on a lesser scale, on the Bombay Baroda and 
Central Indian Eailway* -He also said that, as motor transport had come to stay and 
could, in certain circumstances, o^er to the travelling pablic facilities and araonetios 
which the railways did not, it had. been decided to provide experimentally for road 
services complimentary to the railway on the new road recently opeueu bolwoou 
headquarter towns of ‘Lyallpar and Jhang Districts in the Punjab. 

In regard to labour, he remarked that in this sphere, the maintenance of harmo- 
nious industrial relations was of cardinal importance, and it was necessary for 
railways, the largest individual employer of labour in India, to improve the mnehinory 
for the prevention and settlement of disputes. The Government of India had, there- 
fore, appointed, as an experimental measure, a Conciliation Oflioor at Galcutta, who 
would be concerned for the present with railways having their headquarters at that 
place. His duty would be first to establish and maintain contact with railway ad- 
ministrations and their employees, and secondly, in the event of any actual or 
threatened dispute between these parties, to endeavour to maintain or restore hur- 
monius relations. The intention was that after the Conoilation Officer hud completed 
his organisation, an Industrial Advisory Board under the Chairmanship of Sir 
Zahid Suhrawardy should be established to which the Conoilation Officer could refer 
disputes which he found himself unable to resolve. This board would bo charged 
with the duty of advising the Railway Board on the issues involved. 

Beferring to the popular error which regards railways as' the relentless onomios 
of the development of other forms of transport, he made the position of railway and 
Government in this matter clear, and said, “Both the railways and the Government 
of India are no less alive than others to the economic advantages to themselves as to 
the community as a whole of a sane and orderly development of Eoad systems and 
road transport. They cannot for obvious reasons stand aside and watch the destruc- 
tion through uneconomic competition of a national asset * valued at over 750 crorcs ; 
but they are at all times ready to co-operate in any scheme for the co-ordination of 
transport facilities which is to the ultimate economic advantages of the community. It 
was with a view to promote such co-ordination that the portfolio of Railways and 
Communications was created and, as first Member in charge of that portfolio, X wish 
fo give the assurance that the endeavours of the departments within my charge will 
be directed towards that ead’^ Sir Thomas concluded with a cordial expression of 
Government’s sense of gratitude of those charged with the administration and opera- 
tion of ludian railways, and of appreciation of their services. 

BTkmmot CoMEiDTEE OF Isrouisr Amix (Contd.) 

15th. FEBRUARY j—By 53 to 45 votes the Assembly passed to-day the following 
resolution sponsored by the Uongress Party ; 

“Ibis Assembly recommends to the Governor-General-in-Oouncil that in order to 
associate elected members of the Central Legislature with tho Indian Army, an early 
provision should be made for the olection of a Standing Committee of tno Indian 
Army, provided that the functions of tho said Oommitteo shall include tendering advice 
to the Goveinor-General-in-Council on such matters as ho may refer to the Qummittea 
from time to time with particular reference to (1) sending of Indian troops outside 
India, @) new proposals involving additional expenditure and (3) ladianiasatiou of 
the army.” 

"Whea the Assembly resumed further disoussion on Mr. N. K QaMVs rosolutbu 
urging the election of a Standing Committee of the Indian Army for the Association 
elected members of the Central Legislature with the ludian ‘Army, Mr. Anaf AH 



-16 FEB. ’38 ] SAEDA ACT AMEND. BILL 89 

moved an amendment for the addition of the following to the original resolation 
“Provided the functions of the said Committee shall include tendering of advice to 
the Governor-General-in-Oouncil on such matters as he may refer to the Committee 
from time to time with particular refereuee to (1) sending the Indian troops outside 
India; (2) new proposals involving additional expenditure and (3) ladianizatioa of 
the Army.” 

Mr, Amf AU claimed that his amendment removed the objections raised against 
Mr, Gadgii’s resolation. A similar resolution was debated in the Assembly in 1936 
and adopted unanimously, and since then the only action taken by the Government has 
been the appointment of some sort of an ‘Ad hoc’ Committee, which has been consulted 
on small and trivial matters. But from the international situation moving in the East 
anybody could see that the time had now come when a permanent committee was 
necessary for oonsuitiiriou on the vital of the defence of the country. 

Such consultation would allay suspicion and heartburning on questions like India- 
nization in which oonnection the fe eling in the country was that only one-third of 
the present British Army was reall y required for purposes of internal security and the 
cost of the other two-thirds could not legitimately be charged in the Indian revenues . 

Mr. Ogilvie^ Defence Secretary, said that he was not concerned with any consti- 
tutional issue but only with the policy of the Defence Department. There was a 
misapprehension in the Opposition benches as regards the constitution and the function 
of the committee of Imperial Defence. The condition in England was quite different, 
and ordinarily the membership of the Committee was confined to a person who either 
achieved the Cabinet rank or became a member of the Government or the head of the 
fighting forces. Another allegation against the Government was that such a Oom- 
mittee was promised by his predecessor. After recalling the previous debate Mr 
Ogilvie declared that the Government on not a single occasion even hinted the possi- 
bility of appointing Standing Committee , as suggested in the resolution. As regards 
the constitutional position, the Defence ' Secretary said that in no country in the 
world was the legislature allowed to encroach on the responsibilities of the Executive 
Government in regard to the administration of the defence services. Such a claim 
would be thoroughly unsound, impracticable and constitutional anomaly, At the same 
time the Goprnment in the past had not been ignoring unofficial opinion on defence 
questions. To quote only a few instances, non-officials were associated with the Skeen 
Committee and the Shea Committee which dealt with territorial battalions. There is 
already a Public Accounts Committee of the Assembly which scrutinises every item 
of expenditure and any other committee for doing the same function will be super- 
fluous, whenever questions arose on which the Government thought that such con- 
sultations would be fruitful, they did have consultation in the past and would do so iu 
future. Moreover, the Government were always keen on giving the fullest facilities 
to non-offioial members to interest themselves in numerous Government public 
cations in this respect, which were always open to members and the public, fl any 
member or group of members made suggestions or brought to the notice of the Gov- 
ernment matters bearing on the Defence Department^ such communications would b© 
most carefully considered. He thought that the resolution was inopportune and he 
opposed it. ^ 

After Mr. ^adgil had 
was put to the House an 


briefly pphed, the resolution, as ameuded by Mr. Asa! Aik 
, earned by 53 votes to 45. 


Child MabbiAvOb Aiheitd. Bild (CoHro.) ' , ' ■ , 

16tli, FEBRUARY Mam BMh Nairmg resumed the debate on Mr. B, Basis 

Bill to-day, and said that the Muslims had oppos^ the Sarda Act from th© begin- 
of which the Act remained a dead latter. As the repreientativ© ol a , 
Mu£jm Oonstituency, he opposed the strengthening of the Aot^. but would not stand 
in the way of the Hindus legislating in thn matter 'for* themselves, . 

supported /the xtteasure and rebutted the Auggestt, on thdt it 
police and added that .even If it efrA In this dirOotton, 
be made m the ieleot committee. Mr; - :&mr Ali Bhah 
, %nsteit ; te3^ in support: ef tie. principles of the^BIIL 
:wmle mixing:;.np ■of-jrelfgion'mid social^ 'ref ormi' 

apMg.m.lhwarl a by. a ni- religion, Mr;’ 

/.'ii^juppnriirs'’^ hiS' mhtloa, . 
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Eamrakhmal Bhandari, Lahore, received by himself, Mr. Bajoria and the Home 
Member, saying “As an humble and practical thanks -giving for the noble support by 
the Government, the Congress and othor Members to Mr. Das’s Bill to stiffen Sarda 
Act, I, on behalf of our daughters and sons, offer Rs. 5,000 for erecting a column on 
the Assembly ground for inscribing in gold the names of the benevolent supporters 
and in black the opposers for the posterity to know our saviours and destroyers. 

Mr. Das's motion was carried amid cheers. 

The House devoted the rest of the sitting to two Bills of Sardar Santsiugh to 
amend section 103 and 167 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The first Bill was 
rejected without a division, while the discussion of the second had not concluded 
when the Hons© adjourned. 

General Disotjssxon of Eailwat Budoet 

17th. FEBRUARY r—The House took up general discussion of the Railway Budget 
to-day. Mr. A, C, Dutta opened it with a speech complaining against extravagance 
in the shape of air-oonditiouod coaches, while third class passengers were denied 
bare necessities and against the Railway collieries raising their output on tho pretext 
of labour difficulty. The Railways were thereby entering into competition with 
private mine-owners, and he reminded the House that to hit a key industry such as 
the coal industry was to hit all the industry in the country. He also criticised the 
“unfair competition” of the Railways with motor transport industry. 

Mr. Sri Prakasa congratulated ‘ the first Member for Com munioations on the 
optimistic tone of his speech and the windfall he had received in the first year of 
his term but regretted the absence of any ^ reference to disasters in the part of the 
year. He complained that Railways in India were running too fast, considering the 
strain imposed on the track by the Indian climate. 

Dr. Zimddin criticised the present method of allocating one-sixtieth of the capital 
charge to the depreciation fund and urged that railway transport should bo made 
more attractive to tradesmen and travellers. 

Sir Henry Sidney strongly urged redaction iu the iat0ro.st charges and com- 
plained that the Railway Board was spending mon^ on construotion in the north 
and the west, while it was neglooting the south. He disapproved of the appoint- 
ment of a Oonoiliation Officer at Oaloutta. Ho ^ vigorously pleaded for the rights of 
subordibate employees, such as a^ free pass, which had been curtailed on the ground 
of economy. Economy was a nice thing, but economy and efficiency were strange 
bed-fellows, and eoononiy had been pursued in certain directions in order to give a 
surplus budget to the finance Member, who, he said, had the “political face of the 
sanguinary Ghazi and methods of the super- modern Shylock.”. 

Mr. Azharali took the Railway Board severely to task for failure to encourage 
Trad© Unions which had run on healthy lines, and declared that the Railway Mem- 
ber’s desire for harmonious relations between labour and employers would not be 
fulfilled unless trade unionism of the right type was fostered. 

Mr. N. Af. Joshi pointed out the shortcomings in the Railway Board’s annual 
reports and said that they had failed to give a complete picture; for instance, the 
reader did not get a full idea of how much money was available for the purpose of 
providing amenities to the travelling public and how much thereof was spent on 
each passenger. The Railways claimed to be run on commercial principles, but the 
first principle of giving the greatest attention to the best customer, namely, the 
third class passengers, was not followed. Mr. Joshi also referred to the neglect of 
the subordinate staff on whom the effect of fiuotuations in revenue in, the shape of 
retrenchment bore more severely than on the higher staff. He compared the wage 
bill of 135 orores of rupees on British Railways with a mileage of 20, uW and 569, OuO 
men with 32 orores spent on this item on Indian Railways with mileage of 40,000 
employing 597,000 men. 

Sir A. H Qhmnavi referred to the Bilita disaster and the strong comments 
made by Sir John Thom on the way his orders were being trifled with by Counsel 
for the Railway. He recalled the proposal made by him years ago, namely, that in 
case of railway accidents a Coroners enquiry should be instituted and the bodies 
should be handed oyer ^ to ^ the relatives as far as possible. There should also be a 
judjoim enquiry. He justified the Railways’ action in inoreasing coal raisings and 
said that the imne-owners who failed to deliver the coal promised nad no ground for 
oomjhunt, 
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Mr. S, Bom thought that the surplus this year was nothing for which the 
Railway administration deserved congratulation, considering that 750 orores of capital 
had been employed. He referred to the haste with which the authorities produced 
air-conditioned coaches for which there was little demand, with delay in produeing 
improved third class coaches of the type shown to the members as long ago as 1933. 

Sir Thomas Stewart replied to the debate in detail. He explained that the 
absence of any reference to the Bihta or BarmrauJi disaster in his speech did not 
imply lack of humanity on the part of the Government who expressed sympathy 
immediately after the oocurrenoe. He refrained from alluding to it in his speech in 

presenting the budget inasmuch as the matter was subject to a judicial enquiry. He 

rebutted the charge of extravagance and manipulation of rates policy to subordinate 
Indian interests to that of foreign. As regards the question of corruption among 
the staff, it had been raised from year to year and he declared that the Government 
were as anxious as anyone else to remove this blot. -‘Let us have,” he said, 
“specific information and we all follow it up relentlessly until the wrong-doer is 

severely punished.’^ Referring to that complaint^ that the new lype of third class 

carriages approved in 1935 hud not been built he pointed out that the single standard 
type carriage in all Railways was not possible and it had been left to the Railways 
to adopt the standard to suit local conditions. The house then adjourned. 

Tea Control Bill (Coittd.) 

IStli. FEBRUARY Mr. B. Do7j> moved to-day that the Tea Control Bill as 
reported by the select committee be taken into consideration. 

He dealt with the changes made by the select committee and said that the 

Government had no objection in principle to the suggestion that the members of the 
tea licensing committee should be elected and not nominated. The other proposal 

accepted by the select committee, namely, that the licensing committee should have 
an official chairman nominated by the central committee was according to Mr. Dow 
better, cheaper and more officient than setting up an appeal board proposed by some 
of tho amendments hitherto received. The object was that the small grower should 
feel that his application for ^ the^ export quotas was being fairly dealt with and the 
Government thought that this object was better achieved by tneir pronosal for the 

appointment of au official chairman than by an appeal board. If the Governmout’s 

proposal was acoeptod, it was their intention to appoint to the post an Indian 
officer of the Government v?ith some district experience and some experience of 
commercial matters. He opposed the olher amendments regarding the representation 
of minor interests, because those amendments would result in the minority interests 
getting representation in excess of tho majority interests. The House carried the 
motion aud adjourned till tho 21st. 

VoriNO ON Railwat BimoEr Demands 

2 lit. FEBRUARY The House to-day commenced discussion of demands for grants 
under the Railway Budget. Mr. M, Joshi moved two cuts of Bs. 100 each under 
Railway Board, one to discuss provident fund to low paid employees, and the other to 
disonss certain grievances of Eailwaymen. Both were rejected. 

Mr. Joshi moving the first motion dwelt on the urgent need of the provision of 
provident fund in accordance with the recommendation of the Labour Commission, 
which had suggested to be compulsory in the case of employees drawing Rs. 20 and 
above and voluntary in tho case of those drawing less than Rg. 20, 

Moving the second out Mr. Joshi dealt at Isngth with the grievances such as non-' 
recognition of B. N, R. and B. B. & 0. I. Railway Unions, hours of work, and em- 
ployment of contractors for work such as cleaning of engines, which was essentially 
a departmental work. Ho declared that contract work was likely to result in 
deterioration of ongines and exploitation of labour or corruption. 

The decision of the Railway Board to inoreaso the raising from their own collieries 
was discussed following a out motioa moved by Mr, A. (7. Duiia, Mr. Butta said 
that his main object U moving tho cut was to suggest remedies for out-throat com- 
petition and to solve the problem of conservation of coal. Railway contracts, he said, 
must be secured by all smaller collieries, and by many larger ones. Much could be 
done if the Railway Board consulted beforehand the trade interests regarding the 
particular coal requirements of railways for the coming year as well as with regard 
to the prospects of the industry generally daring the next twelve months. He urged 
, a re-examination of the present method of oalling tenders, ^ 
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Sir Thomas Stewart^ replying to the debate, explained that the Government had 
entered into no absolute commitment not to raise any more coal. Sir Joseph Bhore 
had, in fact, stated in the Assembly that the Government were in a position to raise 
all railways’ req^uireraents from their own collieries at prices advantageous to them- 
selves, but they adopted the self-denying course of action to restrict the output in 
order to assist the industry. He also pointed out that the announcement made in 
his Budget speech this year regaiding the increase in output was new, but it was 
well-known to the industry. As regards Mr, Chapman Mortimer’s speech Sir Thomas 
said : H realise quite fully that our present tender system with its ciimbrousness is 
undoubtedly a drawback to the coal industry as a whole. J do uot know whether it 
can be improved, but I am prepared to take the Hon. member at his word and meet 
the represGutatives of the coal industry with a view to seeing whether we can devise 
any possible method of issuing our tenders which will ease the situation and make 
things easier for the coal industry as a whole.” 

In view of these assurances, Mr. A. C. Dutta withdrew his motion. 

Sir Henry Sidney moved four cut motions. The first was moved to criticise the 
increasing practice of the railway administration of advertising for posts of drivers 
and guards instead of filling them by promotion from lower grades. This, he charac- 
terised, as an instance of ‘‘dishonest economy.” 

Sir Thomas Stewart explained that he had no information except what had been 
given by the mover. Bat the practice of advertising was in accordance with the 
wishes of the Assembly which recommended that certain communal proportion in the 
railway service should be maintained. The motion was rejected. 

The second motion was intended to draw attention to the practice of the railway 
administration of reducing the grade of employees as a punishment for mistakes 
instead of imposing fines. 

Mr. A, <?, Clow gave an assurance that they had no intention to act outside the 
provisions of the rules. Sir Henry Sidney withdrew the motion. 

The third motion was moved to urge the restoration of pass privileges. Sir Thomas 
Stewart stated that the question was receiving the attention of the Oovernmenl. The 
mover thereupon withdrew the motion. He also withdrew the forth cut on Sir 
Thomas’s promise to enquire into the complaint that many employees had been made 
to act for years without confirmation in their posts. The question of the composition 
of the stan attached to the office of the Conciliation officer in Calcutta was raised by 
Sir Henry Gidney by a fifth out motion, the discussion on which had not concluded, 
when the house adjourned. 

22iid. FEBRUARY Mr. Clow pointed out that a discussion on the merits of 
Colonel Wagstaff was irrelevant to the motion before the House. Government agreed 
that the work of the Conciliation officer which was in essence pioneer work in India 
could not be carried on without subordinates, and proposals in this respect had al- 
ready been received from Colonel Wagstaff. The motion was negatived. 

Sir Henry Sidney moved two more cuts, the first relating to the imposition of 
undue demands from employees of the G. I, F. Railway in respect of house rent, and 
the*S 80 ond relating to salaries of railway employees and apprentices who were in 
railway service before the introduction of coordinated rates of pay and the new scales 
of pay with special reference to the Bast Indian Railway. Both the motions were 
withdrawn on an assurance from Sir Thomas Stewart that the Railway Board would 
be prepared to go into the grievances if full details ware given to them. 

with regard to another out by the same member on the difficulty of the staf in 
obtaining leave owing to inadequate leave reserve, Sir Thomas Stewart assured the 
mover that enquiries were already afoot to ascertain how far leave privileges were 
nullified by insufficient leave reserves. The out was withdrawn. 

Mr. A. 0. Dutta, on behalf of the nationalists, moved a cut to discuss the policy 
regarding rate and freight affecting commerce and industry. He said that one of 
the main functions of railways in any country was to foster commerce and industry 
and it was regrettable that Indian Railways were not working up to the public ex- 
pectations in this regard. The fact was amply borne out by remarks made by the 
mdustdal and fiscal commissions. Even the Fublio Acoounts Oommittee which took 

ri^ttier in l935 had held the same view. The Speaker quoted views not 
of professional agitators or of irresponsible politicians but of different Chambers of 
Obmmeroii whewere competent to speak in the matter in support of his contention. 

thought that there was considerable force behind the non-official opinion that the 
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railway freight policy, more and more tended to divscourage Indian industry. A re- 
orientation of the railway policy was essential to rehabilitate Indian industries. 

Sir Thoynas Steivart explained at length the actions taken by the Government 
since 1934 to meet pub-ic demand in resiieot of the rates policy of the railways. The 
railway conference association in 1934 examined the question and felt the coileotion 
of mere statistics would cost no mean sum of twenty lakhs. Still later, the agents met 
the representatives of commercial and agricultural interests, and it was then ascer- 
tained that their demand was not an adjustment of rates, but a general reduction of 
existing rates. There was no denying the fact that the problem of rates was almost 
immense, and the railway Board came to the conclusion that more could be achieved 
by instructing the differotii railways to keep in touch with commercial and industrial 
interests, and adjust the rale stnicturo bit by bit to suit local requirements, than 
attempt the immense task of complete revision. Alinding to the chat e that the rail- 
way police discouraged the indigenous industry, Sir Tiiomas Stewart denied such 
allegation, and gave instances of steel, cement, glassware, maohiaery, pieoegoods, 
sugar, confectionary as being some of the more important Indian manufactures 
which enjoyod concessional treatment at the hands of the railways. Furthermore, 
Kail ways were at all times conscious of the interests of agriculture, and definite 
instructions had been issued to agents to keep in closest touch with the Directors of 
agrioultare and marketing officers of the various provinces, w ith a view to co-operating 
and co-ordinating their efforts to secure better and new markets for agricultural 
produce. 

Mr. DuUa's motion was pressed to a division, and rejected by 42 votes to 35. 

Moulvi Abdul Ghani moved a cut to discuss the failure of the Railway Board to 
enforce the recruitment of 25 por cent Muslims to the railway services. He ex- 
plained that it would take at least ninety years to reach 25 per cent ratio if the 
present pace of recruitment was followed. 

Sir Thomas Stetvari said that the 25 por cent limit was fixed in 1934 and since 
then the policy of recruitment had been directed towards that end. But it was 
obviously impossible to have the same fiat rate of percentage all over India owing 
to the uneven distribution of the Muslim population. For example, sixty per cent 
had been fixed for the North “Western Railway while the percentage over total 
number of Muslims in tho services did not till now by any means approach the 
figure of 25 per cent but there never was an undertaking given by the Government 
that this could be achieved immediately as if by magic. The Government realised 
that tho process could only be very slow if they confined their recruitment to the 
lowest ranks only and fresh steps had now been taken to see that there was recruit- 
ment at intermediate stages up to the extent of twenty per cent of vacancies. The 
motion was withdrawn, 

Mr. Azhar Ali moved the next out urging a reduction by 33 per cent in expenses 
as a measure of economy in the traffic department. The debate had not concluded 
when the House adjourned. 


23rd. FEBRUARY Mr. Mahommad Azhar AWb cut motion moved yesterday 
urging reduction in the expenses of the traffic department by 33 per cent as a 
measure of economy was further discussed in the Assembly and eventually rejected. 

Sir Thomas Stewart gave the assurance that railways were carrying out as much 
economy as possible but the truest economy might not always be reduction in expen- 
diture but the undertaking of iirofitabie expenditure that results in the expansion of 
revenue. 

Mr. Ahdur JRasheed Choudhry^a cut motion to discuss the non-issuing of fort- 
nightly, monthly and forty-five days* return tickets by tho Assam Bengal Railway 
was next oonsiderod. 

Mr. De Souza (Railway Board) explained that the iesixo of return tickets was 
governed by conditions of each railway and said that on the Assam Bengal Railway 
at present the Mela Bazar and week-end tickets were being issued which suited the 
conditions prevailing in the area served by the railway. Whether the issue of 
return tickets covering a longer period was possible, would depend on the additional 
revenue it was calculated to bring. He undertook to send the mover’s observation 
during the debate to the agent of the railway for consideration and discussion with 
the local advisory committee. 

, The motion iferas pressed to a divWon and carried by 55 to 88 votes. 
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Cateriag arrangemeiits on railways formed the subject; of a keen debate in the 
afternoon^ when Sir A. H, Ghaznavi moved a cat motion to discuss shortcomings 
in the existing methods of providing these amenities. Sir A, H. Ghaznavi traced 
• most of the defects to the system under which suh-ooutracts were given by contractors. 

Sir Thomas Sieioartt replying, said that the Kailway Board and the Government 
of India were full of sympathy for the motives which led to the moving of the 
motion. They agreed to the proposition that catering arrangements should be such 
as to provide the maximum of convenience and benefit to passengers at a reasonable 
cost* He pointed out that the subject had been engaging the Board’s attention, and 
as a result of their investigation a large mass of documentary evidence had been 
accumulated which was under consideration. He said the debate was an opportune 
one and the speeches made on the motion would be placed before the Railway Board. 

The mover accepted the assurance and withdrew the motion. 

Sir Zia Uddin moved a out motion to discuss the conditions of labour and the 
system of supplying coolies. The motion was supported by Prof. N, G. Rauga and 
and Mr. H. M. Abdullah, who all condemced the ‘vicious’ system of coolie coutracts 
whereby both the poor coolies and railwaj^s were exploited. ‘The contractors imposed 
various exhorbitaut levies on the coolies and in support of their contention they 
read out memorials from coolies of the Lahore, Delhi and Howrah junctions. 

Sir Thomas Stewart urged the members not to be prejudiced bv the type of memo- 
rials submitted on behalf of the coolies ; it was possible that while the contractors 
took the trouble to collect coolies they incurred some expense which they realised 
from the coolies themselves. Railways did not come in the picture as tho coolies 
were not the employees of tho railways. 

The motion was carried by 52 votes to 43, The House adjourned, 


24tli. FEBRUARY Most of the pre-lunch sitting of the Assembly was devoted 
to the debate on the Indianisation of railway services and the Railway Board on 
Mr. Abdul Qaiyum's cut motion. Mr. Abdul Qaiytim quoted a series of figures 
which, he said, showed that posts that roally matteied, and which meant power to 
direct policy were held by Europeans who were safely entrenched in spite of the 
talk of Indianisation. He declared that the tendency was, with the approach of 
Federation, to use the centre as a haven of refuge for all European officers fo 
whom posts were being created on one pretext or another. The appointment 
Inmans were not a matter of argument. It was the right and necessary thing to dot 
and the time had come for railway authorities <o make a solemn declaration that all 
appointments would go to-Indians and not a single person would be recruited from 
abroad. 


Sir Thomas Siewart said that the question had been debated often in the House 
He referred to the policy adopted by Government in 1925-26, namely that reornit- 
ment m future should be 75 per cent Indians and 25 par cent Europeans and affirmed 
that this had been faithfully followed. (Voices : No No) “Figures said that durins 
the ten years 1924-25 to 1936-37, the number of Superior Indian officers were 
increased from B20 to 500 simultaneously with a decrease of 257 European officers. 
Recruitment, during that period, had been 157 Indian Officers as agairffet 38 Kuro- 
against 74.8, but the mover of the out relied on sentiment against 
which figures were of no avail. The annual recruitment of Europeans to the higher 
service was sometning like three per cent and the mover of the out obviously did 
not want these three extra posts for Indians. What he seemed to want was the 
immediate demotion of so many European officers, who were at the head of services 
and their replacement by Indians, Sir Thomas Stewart said that that was his 
deduction aud added that would be to undertake a process involviug repudiation of 
terms of contract and he was sura that the House did not want it. He did not agree 
ttiat any undertaking had been given regarding the appointment of Indian agents* 
Replying to a questiou at the end of his speech, Sir Thomas Stewart said that 25 

£ er cent of recruitment was decided upon as the result of tho investigation of the 
fOe pommisslon.^ He denied tho charge of disorimination, 

Ut* Abdul Qaiyam*s out motion was passed without a division. 

Mr. K Bamianam. moving a out to disouss the m wafaoture of locomotives in 

Mahomed Zafrullah Khau last year. He 
that 2Q0 locomotives per year, which Sir Mahomed Zafrullah had said was the 
minimum production necessary to make a locomotive factory an economic suoobss, 
was produced even in, England by only one factory. Sir Zafrulla Ehan^s figure was, 
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therefore, excessive, hut, declared the speaker, the annual requirements of 
India were 253 locomotives, besides the same number of boilers in normal 
times. These requirements no doubt had decreased now, but this was because the 
railways between 1935 and 1931 had purchased in excess of requirements of India 
253 locomotives, besides the same number of boilers in normal times and also because, 
after the depression the necessity was felt of reducing the number of engines. He 
was sure that normal number purchases would restart within five years, which was 
the period required to install and put into working order a locomotive workshop in 
India. India was already producing metre gauge engines at Ajmer, and the only 
obstacle to the workshop there in supplying the needs of all railways was 'an Act 
of Parliament. What remained therefore, was to built a factory for bioad gauge 
engines. He dwelt on the groat tocbnical and metallurgical skill involved in the 
manufacture of locomotive, which India would gain, and spoke on the advantage from 
the view point of imperial considerations of a locomotive workshop in India. 

Mr. Bhulahhai Desai^ in an impassioned speech, declaied that the question was 
being brought before the House not as a mere matter of censnre. ‘•When we tell 
them (Government) what we want wo know what we want and this House demands 
its fulfilment, not merely its recording”. It is no use pointing out, as a member of 
the European group had done, the great strides made by Indian industry. For that 
no thanks were due to Government The Tariff Board had declared the locomotive 
industry as one of the essential industries which must be started. The talk of 
making it a business proposition was all very well, hut he asked whether railways 
built in India was a commercial proposition. The answer was no. They were political and 
military propositions. They were built in such a hurry following the mutiny that they 
cost three times what they should have cost as a business proposition. The manner 
in which the talk of a business proposition was indulged in had gone beyond a joke. 

Sir Thomas Stewart replying pointed out that India could not be self-suflioieut 
regarding at least 95 per cent of the manufacture of engines. He explained that the 
figures given by the mover were different from the estimate prepared by engineers. 
The mover reckoned the requirements as about 250 locomotives and the same number 
of boilers, but the engineers estimated that probable figures upto 1935 would be 33 
broad gauge and 29 meter gauge engines per year. The average purchases in the 
past nine years had been 37 broad gauge and 33 metre gauge ones. There had been 
going on for sometime past a process of economical utilisation of locomotives and 
the locomotive situation, therefore, was obscure. It was impossible to say that the 
railways would buy anything like the number of locomotives the mover had indioated. 

Mr. Sanatanam's motion was adopted without division. 

Mr. Mam Suhedar moved a out to discuss the Railway Board’s stores purchase 
policy and detailed the history of how the Stores Department was brought into 
existence and how the Government took five years to formulate a policy based on 
the resolution passed by the House. In his opinion, progress was very unsatisfac- 
tory. The Railway Board decided to purchase 30 per cent, through the Stores 
Department and the rest was loft to the Store-keeper, but only 35 per cent, was 
purchased through the Stores Dopartmant. He pointed out that in this respect 
Company-managed railways were the greatest sinners. Every 'warning on the subject 
had been ignored by the Communications Department. Every year Bs, 5 orores 
worth of material was purchased from abroad in total disregard of the wishes of the 
commercial community. The Railway Department had failed signally to encourage 
Indian industry. 

Mr. Stewart^ replying, said that in the matter of stores purchase the Railway 
Board followed the policy laid down by the Government and did encourage Indian 
Industry whenever they could. Replying to Mr. Nilkantadas, he read a list of articles 
purchased in India. Every Company-managed railways to a large degree were bound 
by the policy laid down. As to price-preference, he said that once the Government gave 
preference it would be demanded by others. The Railway Board met the Chief 
Controller of Stores half-yearly to discuss stores purchase. The purchase in India 

S railways was increasing year after year. The Stores Department itself desired that 
3 taking over of railway purchase should be gradual. The Railway Board was doing 
everything towards increased purchases through the Stores Department* There were 
signs too that Company-managed railways would also fall in line with State-managed 
railways in this mater. 

The out motipa was, passed without division. At 5 o’clock guillotine was applied 

ihAiXwatf twam nkfiusAtl . Tbft TTriiniSifai tbAti Adifturnftd. 
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Indian Science Institute Incident 

25lh. FEBRUARY:— The Assembly had official Bills on the agenda but before they 
weie reached a vigorous debate on the affairs of the Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore, arose on Sir G. S» Bajpai's motion for the election of the Assembly’s 
representative on the Council of the Institute for 1938-40. An indication of a debate 
on this subject was given at question time when a series of questions were asked 
regarding the Acting Director of the Institute. 

Immediately after Sir 0, 8, Bajpai had moved his motion, Mr. Ayyangar opposed it 
and declared that Sir 0. T. Baman, the one man who had contributed to the growth 
of the Institute and of whom the country should be proud of had been sought to 
be removed from the Institute and from the shores of the country so that lesser 
men, who did not have the necessary qualifications, might run the show. What had 
the Government, he asked, which spent laige sums on the Institute done to prevent 
this ? The speaker declared that representation of the Assembly on the Council 
would be a sheer waste of money. 

8ir Q. S, Bajpai said that though the debate started with expressions of resent- 
ment it had served a useful purpose as it had enabled a representative of this 
House on the Council for the past three years (Mr. Deslmmkh) to explain the inner 
working in a manner which the speaker could not have done. Referring to the 
reluctance of the Government to interfere in administrative matters such as the 
removal of the physics laboratory from its present position, Sir 0. S. Bajpai explained 
that the House itself had been anxious to preserve the autonomv of their bodies 
receiving similar grants-in-aid such as the Benares and Aligarh liniversities. He, 
therefore, was concerned more in safeguarding the autonomy of the Institute than 
in withholding from the House auy information to which it was entitled. But if 
resentment had been caused thereby he gave the assurance that in future all ques- 
tions which could be legitimately answered would be answered with a fullness that 
the honour and responsibility of the House merited. As regards the charge of 
withholding publication of the report of the Mysore Government and the observa- 
tions of Sir C. Y. Baman on the Irvine Committee report, Sir G. 3. Bajpai explained 
that these documents revealed a spirit of quarrel and wrangle, to which Dr. Desh- 
mukh had referred, and the Government were anxious to obliterate what bad 
happened in the past and work for the peace and efifioioncy of the Institute in future. 
As for the complaint that the Government had entered into a conspiracy to get rid 
of Sir 0. y, Raman, Sir G. S. Bajpai refuted the charge and declared’ that it was 
the Government who had stepped in when the Council decided to pay Rs. 1 lakh to 
Sir 0. V. Raman and give him up. The Government of India had pressed for the 
retention of one, who had an international fame. Sir G. S. Bajpai added that scien- 
tists undoubtedly had remarkable qualities, but had temperamental defects and if Sir 
0. V. Raman had shown the forbearance which ho himself had expected from them 
the affair would have shaped differently. The Government would endeavour to the 
extent they had control over the Institute’s affairs to ensure that every research 
worker had a fair field and if Sir C. V. Raman, whose eminence had been recognised, 
would only decide to work in peace and harmony with his colleagues in the Insti- 
tute, the speaker had no doubt that he would not only retain the laurels he had 
already won, but bring fame and credit to the Institute, 

Sir G, 8. Bajpai’s motion was passed. 

Tea Oontboi. Bill (contd.) 

The House devoted the rest of the time to discussion, clause to clause, of the Tea 
Control Bill, which was taken into consideration on February 18, 

Mr, B, D, Panders amendment suggesting the addition to the Tea Lioening Com- 
mittee of one Indian member nominated by the Central Government to represent tea 
estate labour was discussed at length and was eventually defeated by 55 votes to 46, 

The House then adopted Mr. A. Ayyangar^B amendment seeking to make clear 
that three representatives of the Indian planters of the Assam Valley, the Surma 
Valley and South India should be elected by and from among Indian owners, The 
Assembly also agreed to the addition of one member to represent Kangra, Dehra Ban, 
Kumadny Bihar and other unrepresented tea estates. 

A sub-clause providing for an cfficial chairman of the Committee nominated by 
the Central Government w«^s omitted by the House, which assented to an amendment 
m favour of a chairman elected from among the members* The changes made, how* 
ever^ left the number of members of the Oommittee unaltered at X3, 
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Considerabla disougsion arose over a leagtliy amendnaenfc moved by Mr. Ohoudhury^ 
suggesting a tribunal of appeals from the decisions of the Licensing Committee on 
the allotments of e^poit quota. The amendment was rejected by 56 votes to 46. 
The House then adjourued till the 26th. 

Financial Statement; for 193S-39 

26tli. FEBRUARY r-The proposals outlined in the Finance Member^s speech to-day 
introducing the ISudgct proposals for l9‘18-39 show that it has b?en possible to provide 
the cost of the introduotion of Provincial Autonomy and the separation of Burma and 
the expenditure on the Waziristan operations, to make a start on the distribution of 
Income Tax to the Provinces to the amount of Rs. 1,38 lakhs in 1937-38 and 1,28 
lakhs in 1038-39 and at the same time to show balanced budgets both in 1937-38 and 
in 1938-39 without the imposition of any new taxation. 

The Piuaneo Member, introducing the budget, said : — 

India is a disappointing country for prophets. A very distinguished predecessor 
of mine described it to me as a land of unfiilQlled prophecies. I don’t know how far 
his experiences as Finance Member were responsible for this disillusioned jndgmenfc 
but I oau certainly say in my own case that my record in what I once called that 
minimum of prophecy inseparable from budget making would certainly not justify 
my setting up as a seer in. other spheres. In extenuation I plead that in India we 
have to present our budget a month before the year to which it relates even begins, 
that the supply of statistical information follows a considerable time after the events 
to which it refers, that the budget of an agricultural country which is in fact a con- 
tinent and which relies for its revenue so largely on indirect taxation is particularly 
sensitive to economic fluctuations, that tho world at large on which India depends 
for its export markets is in constant change and disturbance and last but not least 
that in India we have j'nst introiluced the first stage of a now Constitution which has 
involved innumerable financial and economic adjustments. 

The financial year 1936-37 closed with a dafiot of Rs. 1,79 lakhs an improvomant 
of Rs. 13 lakhs on tho revised estimates, due to the trade revival that showed Itself 
especially in increased Customs receipts and Railway earnings, though the latter did 
not affect general revenues in that year. 

iMruoviiMEiTr m CtmimNr Year 

The continuation of tboso conditions into 1937-38 has raised the revised estimates 
of revenuos by Rs. 3,90 lakhs. Against this, there has boon an increase of Rs. 3,22 lakhs 
in expenditure, leaving a not improvement of Rs. 68 lakhs. By this the requirements 
from tho Revenue Reserve Fund for the current year have been reduced to Rs. 1,09 
lakhs, leaving the remaining Rs. 75 lakhs for the year 1938-39. 

The extra liability inourrod on the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy turned 
out to be Rs. 1,98 lakhs, made up of additional payments of Ks. 54 lakhs on account 
of the Provinces’ share of the Juto duty, additional grants-in-aid to deficit Provinces 
amounting to Rs. 56 lakhs and reduction in interest receipts of about a orore, as com- 
pared with the estimate of Rs, 1,85 lakhs. At the same time the separation of Burma 
resulted in a net loss of Rs. 2.51 lakhs as against tho expected figure of Rs. 2,33 lakhs. 

The revised estimates for Customs and Central Excise duties show a total net im- 
provement of Rs. 1,91 lakhs in spite of large decreases under imports of silver, 1,28 
lakhs, cotton fabrics of British manufacture, 59 lakhs, and cotton fabrics not of British 
manufacture, 70 lakhs. Tho improvement is spread over a large number of articles 
included in the non* protective part of tho tariff, but is mainly accounted for by in- 
oreasos in durable and semi-durable goods. Thus machinery is responsible for an 
additional 42 lakhs and motor vehicles lor an additional 41 lakhs. There is also an 
increase of 45 lakhs under motor spirit. 

Taxes okt Ixoomb 

The total revised estimate for Taxes on Income is Rs. 15 crores an improvement 
of Rs. 70 lakhs. In order to arrive at tho amount distributable to tho Provinces it 
xs necessary to deduct from this total (1) corporation tax, (2) taxes on tho emolu- 
ments of officers serving under the Central Government, {3} taxes attributable to 
centrally administered areas and (4) cost of collection. The balance after these do- 
auction is expected to be Es* 11,56 lakhs. To this figure is added the amount of the 
surplus which is estimated at Rs. 2,82 lakhs, and under the ISIiemeyer award 
the Central Covernraent retains Rs. 13 orores out of the combined total# Consequents 
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Jj the amount expected to be available for distribution to the Provinces is 11,55 plus 
2,83 minus 13.00, i. e., Es. 1,38 Jabhs. A preliminary distribution will tato place to- 
wards the end of March on the basis of the best forecast then possible, and adjust- 
ments will be made on the basis of audited accounts in the following year. 

Simultaneously willi this distribution to the Provinces those Indian States whose 
tribute amounts' to moie ihan 5 per cent, of their total rovemao will have the excess 
over the percentage remitted. The Indian States Enquiry Committee of 1932 strongly 
recommended that such remissions should be granted as a first step towards redress- 
ing inequalities, irrespective of any arrangements which might be made in connection 
with the accession of the States to the Federation, The amount involved is about 
Es. 9 lakhs. 

Of the total increase of Rs. 3,22 lakhs in expenditure, Rs. 2, GO lakhs are on 
accounts of the Defence 8ervic(‘s. This is made up of Rs. 1, 70 lakh.s for the military 
operations in Waziristan, Rs. 26 lakhs on account of the abandonment of the Lahore 
anattoir and cold stoiage scheme and the balance on a variety of smaller items. 

The balance of Rs, C2 lakhs is accounted for by an increase under 'Interests’, 
which is due to heavier encashments of Post Office Cash Certificates, and an increase 
under 'Tribal Areas’ which is due to the construction of roads in connection with 
the Waziristan operations. 


BoKROWUNa PROGUAUm 

No Government of India loans matured during 1937-38 and the field was left 
clear for tlie five Provincial Governments who raised loans in the open market. 
Next year the Govornment of Fudia 5 and a half per cent loan 1938-40 to the 
amount of 19 crores odd will mataro. Debt to the amount of about four orores was 
repatriated during the current year by purchase of sterling securities and their 
subsequent cancellation or leplaceraont by similar rnpoo securities, and £l and a 
half millions of sterling railway debentures have been redeemed on maturity. In 
addition, £4 millions arc expecicd to be transferred to the Commissioners for 

Family Pension Funds before tlie close of 1937-38, leaving a balance of about JS6 

millions to be transferred next year. 

A net repayment of Rs. 4 orores in respect of Post Office Cash Oertifioafes is 

expected this year and Rs. 3 and a half crores next year. Savings Bank deposits 

are expected to increase by Rs. 4 and a half crores in the current year and the 
forecast for next year has been put at 5 crores. 

Revenue Estim^s for 1938-39 

Apart from Rs. 75 lakhs available from the Eovonuo Reserve fund, tho estimates 
of ordinary revenue lor 3938-39 amount to -Rs, 85,17 lakhs, a decrease of Rs. 37 
lakhs on tho revised estimates for the current yeai\ 

The previous upward tendency of Customs revenue seems to have been chneked, 
ThivS may be attributed to tlie setback which manifested itself primarily in tho 
United States of America but which has also spread eastward. There has also been 
a decline iu India’s favourable balance of trade and there is now a tendency 
towards a doorcase in prices. In view of these factors the maintenance of the 
current year’s figures for Customs and Central Excise duties is not to be expected. 
There are however certain items which are likely to increase irrespective of general 
trade conditions. Motor spirit for example is almost certain to be an increasing 
source of revenue in view of the steady growth in the number of motor vehicles in 
use in India. Taking ail factors into consideration, a net reduction of Bs. 60 lakhs 
has been assumed. 

An improYement of Rs. 25 lakhs has been budgoted for under 'Taxes on Income* 
in view of the trade activity during the major part of the current year and in view 
of the e&rts being made to tighten up the income-tax administration. 

On the basis of the railway estimates, it is calculated that Bs. 1,28 lakhs should 
be available for distribution to the Provinces next year. 

Posrs Am TBWRmis 

During tlie current yoar the Posts and Telegraphs Department is expected to 
oontribute Rs. 43 lakhs to general revenues, but next yoar its revenue is expected 
to be just sufficient to balance its expenditure. The net cost of the Empire Air 
Mall Scheme will he about Rs. 11 lakhs, an extra Rs. 18 and a half lakhs is required 
foir „the payment of the commuted value of pensions and about Es. 13 and a half 
lakhs lor the partial repayment of acoumnlated losses on account of press telegrams* 
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A Special Telephone Capital Fund of ^ Rs. 2 and a half orores is to he created to 
enable remunerative works ooniieoted with the e'cpansion of tho tolophone system 
to be undertaken with tho miaimiim of delay. This sum is expected to cover expen- 
diture for tho next live years, Rs. 40 lakhs boiug tho estimate for expenditure in 
1938-39. 


ExpeiVditure foPw 1938*39 

The total provision for the Dofenoe Services. Rs. 45,18 lakhs is Rs. 2.04 lakhs less 
than the revised estimate for the current year but Rs. 33 lakhs more than the budget 
estimate. By an agreement relating to the Naval expeuditure just concludod with His 
Majesty’s Government, the latter are to forego the uontri'bution of £100,000 a year 
formerly paid towards the Naval Befenoe of India, on condition than tho Govern- 
ment ol India rauiiilain a sea-gcing heel of not less than G modern escort vessels 
which will bo free to co-operate with tho Royal Kavy for the defence of India and 
in addition falfil tlioir responsibility for local naval defence of Indian ports. The 
contribution will ceaso as from April 1st. 1938. 

In addition to tho contribution of 27 lakhs from His Majesty\s Government there 
will be a saving of Ks. 90 lakhs which is due to a temporary shortage of British 
troops in India. These items combined with the increase of 38 lakh.s in the total 
provision givo a sum of 155 lakhs available for additional items of expenditure. Of 
this Rs. 70 lakhs will be absoibed by an mcrease in the normal standing charges of 
the Army, and the Imlauoo of Rs. 85 lakhs is to be expended on tho median isation 
of tho British infantry and cavalry, 


MBCHANISATlOlSf CoST 


In addition, expenditure on tho mechanisation of certain Indian units, on improve- 
ments to coast defences and on the creation of a factory to make India self-sutlicienfc 
in the matter of high explosives is to bo financed to the amount of Es. 80 lakhs 
from the remaining balauoB in the Defence Rosorvo Fund and*b.y drawing on the 
balances in military expenditure equalisation funds which are not immediately 
required. The Fimince Member said that last year ho had warned tho House that 
the net figure for ^ defence oxpoiiditnre had only hoen achieved by the help of a 
curtailment of services which wore bound to be provided for sooner or later, and 
that Uis Excellency the Ccmmander-in-Chief considered tho jirovision to he seriously 
inadequate for the real needs of defenoo. In view of the present world situation 
and the largo increase in defence oxpeudituro of almost all other countries, it could 
not bo considei'od surprising that some increase had also been found necessary 
In India. 

There are throo incroases of expenditure which are definitely associated with 
corresponding revenue items, vix., Rs. 36 lakhs in the payments made under tho 
Cochin Port Agroumeut due to the increase in Customs revenue collected at tho 
port during tho current year, Ka, 29 lakhs in tho allocation to tho Road Fund, based 
on the anticipated revenue from Customs and Excise duties on motor spirit and 
Es. lO lakhs in tho provision for expend iluro ou sugar research. 

Apart from those there is a net mcrease of Rs. 59 lakhs and this includes Es, 15 
lakhs on the re-oonstructiou of civil buildings at Quetta, Rs. 12 lakhs in the provision 
for the Stationery and Priutiiig Department, and smaller items for Civil Aviation, 
Broadcasting, improved administration of the revenue pioducing departments and the 
Federal Court. 


The total figures for 1938-39 avo thus — 

Roventio ... Es. 85,02 lakhs. 

Experulituro ... Es. 85,83 iukhs. 

Burplus ... Es. 0 lukhs. 

The Finance Member stated that these Ognros showed that the groatest care would 
be neoessarjr in oeriserving the Central revenues if the fulhiment of the Niemeyer 
programme is to be reasonably assured. For without the stability of the Central 
finances provincial advance or even stability is impossible. The fortunes of the 
Provinoos are so inextricably mixed with those of tho uoatre that they oanuot pros- 
per without a willingnoss on both parts to co-operate for common ends. Though the 
result in a nominal surplus of only Rs, 9 lakhs was disappointing compared to earlier 
expeotaiions, yet it was to be considered singularly fortunate that with no net 
increase, indeed with a net decrease of taxation in recent years, it had been possible 
to find all the money reijuired to start the Provinces on their autonomous way, 
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After the l]am''Oyatit forecasts of some of our more imagiudtive journalists this 
result will appear somewhat disappointing. Certainly I myself am deeply disappointed. 
For one thing we are still apart from the carry foiwaid in the Revenue Reserve 
Fuad more than half a crore short of true equilibrium. Secondly, it is clear that the 
greatest care will be necessary in conserving the central revenues if the fulfilment 
of the Niemeyer programme is to be reasonably assured and finally there can be no 
immediate expectation of a devotion to the Provinces out of our present central 
resources beyoud that provided for in that programme. During tho current year 
there can clearly be no large central grants for social expenditure, but iu anv case 
with the inception of Provincial Autonomy I personally should he inedined to rank 
this objective after that of the provision of free money for the Provinces. But 
there is an objective even more important than that, namely, to ensure so far as is 
humanly possible the stability of our central finances. Without this Provincial advance 
or even stability is impossible and the fortunes of the Provinces are in the end so 
inextricably mixed with ours that they cannot prosper without a willingness on 
both our parts to co-operate to common ends. 

T think I may claim that, while I have been in India, I have kept two main tasks 
in view: the financing of the new Constitution and the provision of money for rural 
develotmaent. The first involves an anxious regard to the health of our own finances. 
It also involves preparations for meeting smoothly the successive obligations which 
the new Constitution entails. We have found with no net increase, indeed with a net 
decrease of taxation, all the money required to start the Provinces on their autono- 
mous way. During this year we have begun on the task of releasing to them 7 orores 
of inoomo tax. At one time I hoped that it was going to be possible to speed up 
the performance of this task, but it now looks as if there will have to be a pause 
for tho consolidation of our own position. Of course it might be argued that we 
should increase some of our staple taxes in order to make more money available 
for the Provinces. I do not however propo.se to do this, though in the case of 
income tax 1 hope fo introduce an Amending Bill this session to carry out a number 
of the recommendations of the recent Expert Buquii'y. Iu the present oiroumstancos 
almost the whole of the increased yield resulting from those changes will accrue to 
the Provinces and I hope that J may on this account reckon on more support than 
might otherwise bo the case. I offer this as an earnest of the sincerity of my desire 
to help the Provinces. As regards rural development I must now recognise that the 
main responsibility for this has been entrusted to the Provinces and central grants 
for the purpose must in large measure be postponed in favour of ensuring the due 
delegation of revenues. However much I regret this, I recognise the needs of the 
Provinces as a prior obligation. 

I suppose that a budget which merely preserves the status quo will be 
charaoterised as a dull one. But it will bo something to have achieved dullness in 
a, world which is full of intense exoitements— many of them of an extremely unde- 
sirable character. And if next year we are able to produce another dull budget 
providing for no spectacular increases in defence expenditure, no oatastrophio falling 
off m reven^ue and further maintenance or even increase of our assistance to the 
Provinces, I shall be only too thankful 

Tea. Coktrol Bill (Contd.) 

1st. MARCH The Assembly devoted the whole of the sitting before lunch for 
the consideration, clause by clause, of the Tea Control Bill. The House agreed to 
Mr. K, Sanatamm's amendment suggesting that any person aggrieved by an order 
of the Licensing Committee in respect of the allotment of quota might appeal to the 
Central Government, or the High Court of the province in which the aggrieved parties 
of tea estates are situated (instead of only to the Central Government as provided in 
the oridnal clause). 

On Mr. Amntaaayanam Ayyangar^s motion it was agreed that subject to rules 
made under the Act, every owner of a tea estate to whom quotas were allotted shoald 
bS; entitled to inspect the records of the committee and, on the payment of tho pres- 
cribed fee, should obtain copies of any proceedings or orders, of the Committee. 

Mr. B* N, Chdudhuri/B amendment to clause 8 that the committee should publish 
a summary of accounts along with the annual report, was accepted. 

The House then rapidly passed all clauses up to clause 82. Mr. R. N, Choudhmy'a 
sweating a provision for the representation of the tea growers of India 
on the luternataonal committee established under an agreement was held out of order 
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on the ground that the oomijosition of the InternaHonal Committee was not within 
the scope of the Bill and the Government could not do anything calculated to alter 
the agreement entered into by private interests. 

Strong opposition was voiced to clause 26 which related to the methods of the 
control of the extension of tea caltivatiom The effect of this provision was to prohibit 
the extension of tea areas boyond the areas of land planted with tea on March 31, 
1938. Mr. Kuladhar Chaliha moved an amendment suggesting that the tea areas on 
March 31, 1933 (instead of 1938) should be taken as the limit. The European group 
as well as the Government opposed the amendment, which however was passed by 
39 votes to 38. 

Thereupon, when the whole clause 26 as amended was put to the house, Mr. N, M, 
Joshi opposing the entire clause said that India was not producing enough tea for 
her own consumption, and therefore restriction of the cultivation was undesirable. TIio 
industry was naturally opposed to the extension, because under the present conditions 
it could make huge profits without in any way taking the trouble of producing more 
tea. The House should not agree to restriction without proper investigation. 

Mr. Griffiths of the European group pointed out that the potential production of 
tea was 52,00,00,000 lbs. annually of which 34,00, 00, OCX) lbs. were exported leaving a 
substantial margin of 10, (X), 00,000 lbs. for home consumption. At present, the tea 
consumed in India was slightly less than 9,00,00.000 lbs. and was soiling to consumers 
at less than the cost of production. Ihe cost of production in Java was considerably 
less than in India and if the agreement was not implemonted, Java could easily under^ 
sell India in the international market. The agreement with Ceylon and Java, wliile 
fixing the quota for export, also stipulated for the restriction of areas under tea. If 
India repudiated one part of the agreement, the whole would be destroyed. Ho asked 
if that would be in the interests of India and 8,00,000 labourers employed in the 
indu.stry. 

Mr jy, JDow^ Commerce Secretary, said that if this clause were rejected it would 
certainly mean an end of the international agreement under which Ceylon and Java 
had agreed to restrict the exports and cultivation. It had been suggested that even 
if the agreement was dropped, there was no fear of over-production in those coun- 
tries. Mr, Dow pointed out that not long ago largo quantities of foreign tea ware 
imported in India. If the agreement was scrapped the House would be taking tho 
grave risk of plunging tho industry back to tho place where it was before tea control 
was first introduced As regards the consent of provincial Governments he said that 
provincial Governments were consulted by the Oovernmeut of India before and after 
the Congress Ministries came into power and there was no serious objection to the 
bill. Clause 26 was adopted. 

Mr. iV, Af. Joshi moved an amendment to restrict the period of operation of tho 
Act to one year instead of five years provided in the Bill. Mr. E, Doto opposed tho 
amendment declaring that it was calculated to ©uoaurago speculation and to create 
confusion. The amendment was lost. The House then passed the third reading after a 
brief discussion and adjourned. 

OisNBEAr. Discussiosr of Budoei 

2nd. MARCH Prior to the Assemely taking up tho general debate on the hud- 
get to-day, Mr. Bhulabhai Desait leader of the Opposition, gave a statement in the 
course of which he made it clear that tho Congress party. Indepoadents, Congress 
mtionalists, and democrats had agreed not to participate m the general discussion 
of the budget and as and when demands for grants wore moved they proposed, with- 
out speech, to defeat them. (Cheers.) This decision, said Mr. Desai, was taken in 
order to protest against tho GoTarnment’s action in breaking a salutary, important and 
which had been followed since 1924, of allowing the Souse to express 
Itself by direct vote on the policy of tho Government under the two heads, ‘Defence’ 
Affairs'. Mr. Deasi declared, ‘Tho right of vote is a right to which 
the House attached a great value— greater value than to the right to express viows— 
because the vote of the House repeatedly given against the Government has, in the 
words of a member of the House, an acidity which may dissolve a certain amount 
of rust in the minds of the irresponsible executive*’ w here the legislature was in 
paramount control of the exoeutive, added the leader of the Opposition, no vote 
might immediately be necessary, but in the case of an irresponsible executive, the 
vote became of paramount value and , importance. Mr. Desai referred in this oonnec- 
uoa to the observation of the Joint Parliamentary Committee which stated that the 
danger of friction between the Governor-Goneral ani the Legislature over army bud^ 
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gets UDdonbtedly furnished additional argument against responsibility at the centre in 
purely British India Federation. Mr. Desai added that the Assembly was functioning 
in a sense, as the Federal legislature in certain respects and it seemed to be the 
GoTernmenfs desire to accustom the future tame legislature to the habit of aceeptino' 
the fact that even in the matter of vote they were not wanted. Mr. Bhulabhai Desai 
asserted that the question ivas not whether the Government had power to withhold 
certain items from the vote of the House. The question was whether they should 
and must have exercised the power given to them by law no doubt, but the power 
which was held m abeyance for a long period of years. ‘Taking stock of the situation 
and considering the manner in which our vote has been responded to—or rather un- 
responded to— we do not wish to give the Government the pleasure of becoming 
parties to mere form without the reality of democratic government. ‘We wish to 
point out that if the Government go on step by step in the direction in which they 
are going, the only remedy is their removal.’ (Cheers.) In view of their decision to 
take no part in the discussion of the budget the members of the Opposition parties 
would give their attention to more profitable work to which they were decided. But 
he would be glad if other legislative business was brought up by the Qovornmeut 
during the days allotted for the budget. 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir^ Sir Muhammad Tamin Khan, Mr, M. S, Aney and Sir 
B, P. '^ody associated themselves with Mr. Desai’s observations. 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir said that a glance at the budget would show that tlie 
Defence department played a greater part now than it ever did before. Unfortunately, 
this House had been deprived of the privilege of moving direct cuts under that 
department and enabling the members to express opinions and. makeg sugestions in 
concrete form. He declared ; ‘To deprive this House, at this stage, of the privilege 
of expressing its opinion on the defence proposals of the Government by direct vote 
is the most unwise policy on the part of tlie Government (Cheers, ) It might bo 
contended that the members had a right to express tliemselves, bnt there was a groat 
difference between merely expressing an opinion and being able to find out whether 
the majority of the Ilonse endorsed that opinion by direct vote. He concluded : 
“The Government must answer to their masters as we have lo answer to our masters 
and 1 hope they will have a good answer for their masters. (Renewed cheers). ' 

Sir James Crigg, Finance Member, declared amidst many interruptions that ho did 
not know against what the protest was raised. If it was against the fact of defence 
exponditure which was outside the vote of the House there was nothing to be said. 
This was and had always been the case. If it was a demonstration against the 
Constitution, there was nothing for him to argue about because that, for the timo 
being, was settlod. If their case was that some change had occurred this year by 
which the Opposition lost something which they had before, then ho wished to assure 
theni that they were completely mistaken. The expenditure in qiiestiou had been 
previously regarded as civil and subject to the vote of the House but the Goveruor- 
Goneral had taken the view that under the conditions of the new Constitution it was 
mandatory to exoludo the defence expenditure from the voted category. Sir James 
Gngg monglit the whole grievance was entirely a manufactured and artificial one 

After Sir James'^ statoraont, llie^ PreMdent said that the general debate on the 
budget would proceed but no member rose to speak. Sir N, N, Sirear, leader of 
ttae House afterwards suggested that if no member wished to speak daring the two 
days allotted for the general debate, the House might take up some official Bill or 
supplementary demands for grants under ‘railway’. No decision on the suggestion 
was taken ana the President adjourned tho House. 


HiNTDtr Women’s PnopEEUY * Aor Amend. Brnn 

3rd. MARCH Barely thirty members were present when the Assembly met 
m-day m consider official Bills and oortaia supplementary grants in respect of 
Bauwa::^ instead of holding a general debate on the Budget as usual The decision 
of the Opposition parties not to take part in the debate on the Budget had resulted 
in this change in the day’s agenda. 

Bit N, B. Sircar introduced the Bill to amend the Hindu Women's Eight to 
Property Act, intended to remedy the defects and difficulties of interpretation in the 
act of 1937. For ^ instance, it was explained that if a Hindu had died a widower, 
the right of^ Snhantanoe conferred on his widowed daughter-in-law could not under 
it stands, take effect. It was not the intention of the Act that this right 
should depend on the survival of widowed mother-in-law again. The Act is capa* 
m of interpefeatjian m oonfernng a right on all lineal descendants of the deceased 
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indudiDg daughters or daughters’ daughters to succeed along with the widow. This 
was also not the intention of the Act. 

Attendance was fuller when the House took up I 0 gislati\r 0 business. Sir Q. 8. 
Bajpai moved a motion for election of eight non-ofiicial members to serve on the 
Standing Committee on Emigration. The ^motion was adopted. 

B. N. Railway Strike & Special Police 

The emplojunent of special fjolice at a cost of -one and a half lakhs of rupees at 
the time of the recent B. N, Railway strike was strongly 'criticised in the coarse of 
discussion of supplementary demands for grants in respect of railways. Mr. Mohnnlal 
Saksena, moving the omission of this amount from the demand, said that the 
Government were pressed to intervene and secure the restoration of recognition to 
the R N. Railway Union. Government stated that they did not wish to interfere in the 
internal management^ of the railway. If Govermnont had refused to lend the 
services of the Special Police, they might, without direct interference in internal 
management, have induced the Agent to give recognition of the Union. The motion 
was negatived. 

Demands aggregating over one crore and fifty-five lakhs were agreed to. 

Workmen’s Compensation Act Amend. Bill 

The IFouse then took into consideration Mr. A. Q. Clow's Bill to amend the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act and had not concluded discussion of the clauses, when 
it adjourned. 

4tb. MARCH The Assembly to-day concluded discussion, clause by clause, of 
Mr. Clow's Workmen’s Compensation Act Amendment Bill, Prof, Banga's amend- 
ment suggesting inclusion of clerks among employees eligible for compensation under 
the Act was negatived. 

Mr. A, Ayytxngar's amendment for inclusion of bus conductors among persons 
entitled to benefit under Act was also lost. 

Prof, Banga's next amondmeut proposing extension of Act to persons employed an 
operations for catching or hunting of elephants or other wild animals was accepted 
by Government and passed. 

During the third reading^ of the Bill, Mr. N, M. Joshi and Prof. Banga urged 
that Government should bring forward more compruhensivo Bill soon, as many 
movisions of the present Bill were either inadequato or out of date compared to 
English law. The third reading was passed. 

Salt-Law (Sind) Amend. Bill 

Mr, Lloyd moved that the Bill to amend the law relating to salt as at present in 
force in Sind be taken into oonsidoration. The statement of objects and reasons 
explains ihat the Salt Law Amondmeut Act 1925 passed for the purpose of amending 
law relating to salt so as to vest in the Central Government powers of control in respect 
of salt, which, ^ being classified as Central subject, was not brought into force in Sind, 
When provincial autonomy, a part of Act, came into force, there were two versions 
of transport of salt Act and Bombay Salt Act, ouo version in force in Bombay 
Presidency excluding Sind and the other force in Sind. The adaptations made by 
the Government of India adaptation of laws order in overlooked this fact and the 
Bombay versions of tho Acts have the effect of creating certain anomalies in the 
Sind versions. The present bill makos adjustments aeoessury to bring 'the two acts 
as at present in force in Sind into accord with the provisions of the Government 
of India Act, 1935. As there was no other business on the agenda the President 
adjourned the House. 


VoTiNO ON Budoet Demands 

5tli, MARCH :-The Assembly galleries were fully crowded when the House took 
up the demands for grants in respect of the general budget. Sir James Qrigg moved 
the first demand under the head ‘Customs^ Without moving any out motion the 
Opposition challenged a straight division. The demand was defeated by 64 to 46 votes 
amidst thunderous cheers of the Opposition. 

A scrutiny of the voting list revealed that all the elected members, 64 present 
voted i^mst the demand and the officials and nominated Europeans voted for it 
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Sir Eenry Oidney strongly criticised the Governments policy of recruiting nurses 
for army from England when qualified and trained! nurses were available in India, 
particularly from the domiciled European and Anglo Indian community. He also 
animadverted to what he described as the neglect of naval and air defences of India 
and to the practice of ‘ojracting* tributes from Indian States particularly when they 
are expected to join Federation on an equal basis. 

Mr. 0. M. O'. Ogilvie., defence secretary, pointed out that the system of recruiting 
nurses from England had to continue because Indian nurses of the standard required 
were not available and Anglo-Indian nurses were too few to go round. As regards 
defence, Mr. 0 dlvie explained that no agricultural country could possibly bear the 
enormous burden of modern armaments and India was no exception but she had 
the advantage of forming part of the empire defence system. 

When tlie division bml rang at the end of the debate, the Opposition members 
trooped in but the Governmont did not challenge a division and the demand was 
rejected. The next two demands relating to the Council of State and the Assembly 
wore rejected nem con amid cries of ‘Shut up the Assembly.’ 

On tlio demand for the Home department, Mr, F. E. James raised a debate on 
the Bureau of Public Information. Ho emphasised the paramount importance of pub- 
licity at the centre during the transitional period, when it remained bureaucratic, 
while in the provinces the popular Governments got a large amount of publicity in 
the daily press. He pleaded for full freedom to the department in the presentation 
of facts' which after all were the best propaganda to ensure that the facts themselves 
were correct. He alluded to the diffcronces between the prosaic presentation effected 
by Government departments and the attractive presentation by a journalist and said 
that the reader would be more interested to road ‘Mr. Eden eats cels’ or ‘Sir Henry 
Craik consumes curry’ or Sir N. N. Sircar snatches sandesh’ (laughter) than raei*oly 
that Mr. Eden or Sir Henry Craik or N. N. Sircar had his lunch. In this connection 
Mj*. James referred to the information series published by the bureau and the attrac- 
tiveness of its contents. He stressed the importance of contact, courtesy and confi- 
dence in their relation with the press and commended the oxampio of Her Excellency 
Lady Linlithgow in holding a conference of press reprosentativos on her anti-tuber- 
culosis campaign and tbo striking results that followed. This he said was an illustra- 
tion of the way in which the collaboration of the press could be obtained even by the 
highest in the land. He pleaded for better accommodation for press representatives 
at the office of tho Bureau. 

Sir Eenry Craik said that ho was grateful to Mr. James for giving him a chance 
to speak on tho Bureau. He concurred praotioally with every word of Mr. James, He 
agreed with the remarks on tho desirability of leaving the Bureau a free hand in 
regard to the presentation of facts. 

Speaking on tho demand for the Finance department, Mr. F, E. James vigorously 
pleaded for a downward revision of the incidence of import tariffs. Ho recalled the 
promise held out by the Finance Member in his budget speech when ho took office 
that such a revision would bo one of his earliest steps but said that there was no 
indication of any move in that direction even after his four years in office, Tho 
continuation of these high revenue duties, Mr. James stressed, was having a very 
serious efoot on the retail trade in India. Ho was aware that several representation 
had been made to the Government of India in this connection. There was a general 
feeling in the country that duties on manufacturod goods such as watches, clocks, etc., 
were far too excessive, for though some of these articles might be rogarded as a 
luxury they had really become articles of necessity. He hoped that Sir James Grigg 
would fulfil Ms own promise before he retired. 

Sir James Origg said that disappointments wore tho lot of all Pinanoe Members 
but it was more so in his case. For example, h& was disappointed that 8ir 
Cowasjee Jehangir was not in the House, He was disappointed at the recent speeches 
of Sir Yamin £han. He was disappointed at his inability in the matter of revision 
of, the tariff schedule. He was very much disappointed over the attitude of the 
Congress party towards stamp duty and tho Unification Bill. But he was still living 
in hopes though as a matter of fact the experience of all Finance Members in this 
country land particularly of his was one long disappointment As regards the question 
of tariff duties, Sir James Grigg said that everybody believed in lower tariffs on what 
.they bought and higher duties on what they sold. These duties could not simultane- 
ously plbase all There had been a piolonged uncertainty about a substitute to replace 
the Ottawa Pact which had not been rosolvedL As soon as a new agreement had been 
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reached the tariff position would have to be reviewed. Therefore the presem^un-*’^ 
certainty involved some delay. Tafeing a long view of things it seemed inevitable 
that the first result of a revision of revenue duties would be a loss of revenue which 
they could not afford. Becently he noticed that the economic recession was 
taking place in America extending eastwards. It wonld be wrong at present for him 
to hold out expectations of any real downward revision of tariffs. The only consola- 
tion he could give was that he fully recognised that scientific revision of tariffs was 
desirable but it had not been possible for him to undertake it earlier. 

The demand was rejected. 

On the demand for the Commerce department, Mr. jRamsay Seott enquired as to 
why the report of the Sugar Tariff Board had not yet been published. 

Mr. Doto said that the report was received only late in December and the Gov- 
ernment had not yet formulated their conclusions thereon. He pointed out that action 
on the report had often involved alterations in tariff rates and the publication of 
the report obviously would be to invite a good deal of undesirable speculation. It 
had been the general practice of the Government not to publish a report until they 
were in a position to announce their conclusion thereon. He assured the House that 
there would not be any avoidable delay in the publication. 

The demand was rejected. 

On the demand for Communications department a division was challenged and the 
demand was rejected by 59 to 45 votes. The House then adjourned till the 7^. 

7lli. MARCH t—The first division challenged by the Finance Metnher in the 
Assembly to-day, when the budget demands were taken up, was in regard to Es. 
1,70,00,000, in respect of central road fund, which was rejected by Cl votes against 
45, Sir James Grigg said that as the whole of the amount would go to the provin- 
ces, he would certainly divide the House. 

The result was announced amidst thunderous cheers and cries of ‘Besign,* 

Thus, of the 30 demands for grants moved by the Finance Member to-day, two 
relating to the central road fund and grants-in-aid to the provincial Governments 
were rejected by 68 votes against 45 each, the rest being negatived without division* 

Mr F. W, James was the solitary member to speak on the demand for grants-ia- 
aid to the provincial Governments, when the Opposition members emptied the House. 

All demands being thus disposed of, the House adjourned till the 9th, 


Sib. MARCH .-—Moving for the consideration of the Finance BUI, Sir James Origg 
announced that the Governor-General has restored the whole of the budget grants 
that were rejected by the House. In declaring this restoration of the budget 
grants % the Governor-General, Sir dames Grigg said : ToteFs wife’s mother 
called Xabitha has arisen from the grave to which she was scandalously 
buried and she will be found to be no less beautiful than she was before and she 
will need no less sustenance,’ The Opposition members shouted: ^‘Resign, resign.’* 

By 69 votes against 48, the Assembly rejected Sir James Grigg' s motion for 
taking the Finance Bill into consideration. The Bill was thus killed in the considera- 
tion stage. The Opposition members jgreeted the result of tho division with thunder- 
ing cheers and shouts of ^Besign, r 08 lgn^, 

Mr. Xu C. Bms, leader of the European group, Sir Muhammad Tamin 
leader of the Democrats, Sir Zia-'Ud-din Ahmed and Mr, Muhammad FfaumaUi 
Democrats were the only three members to speak on the motion. , ' 

lOtk MARCH By 68 votes against iS the Assembly refused leave to Shr 
James Grtpg to introduce the Finance Bill which came before the House this 
morning with the recommendation of the Governor-GOaeral that It be passed* Shin 
ma^d the end of the Finance Bill in the tower Souse. 

' division result was greeted with thunderous cheers and 

ones Of 'Bes’ign*. ■ ^ ■ ' ' ' > ' ; : ^ 

xt. thereafter plSoed on the table of the Council of State with 

of the Governor^^Qeneral, The House then iad|ourned till the iWh* 

Tapis ‘ ^ : 

1701. :mfm% Vfov ':”"Si#uon’sidemtlon.of' tlie Trades ' 

Paw that tor ppmpfe^.h^^nony^ InAndt^trt seemed to have'tW* 

,t|^L ,;iM; Jeleot ‘Oommfttee ■ had not proved 

-Wf 'ih© labour' advmtes- ' 
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been brought to a commoa viewpoint. The main change made in the Select Committee 
was the restoration of the old section 16 of the Act dealing with general strikes, 
and the omission of the proposed new section. The Government still regarded the 
principle of the proposed section is sound, namely that there should be a truce while 
a dispute was being investigated by a competent Tribunal “A strike was a declaration 
of war,” he said and ‘‘an appeal to force and yon could not easily discuss peace 
terms without an armistice. But Government felt that the form of the proposed 
clause was unsatisfactory and that they could not fairly ask the House to accept a 
novel clause in addition to the old section without a fresh reference, therefore, to 
make a separate reference on the question of securing peace during the investigation 
of disputes”. Mr. Clow added the most important clause of the Bill, as it stood was, 
the clause 10 relating to conciliation officers.^ There had been a tendency to con- 
centrate too much on the settlement of strikes and too little on their prevention. 
It was far more difficult to effect a settlement after a strike declaration than before. 
If provincial Governments were enabled to appoint conciliation officers and appointed 
suitable men, a step would be taken towards promoting peace, Mr. Clow suggested 
in conclusion that the improvement of industrial relations was one of the vital needs 
of Indian industry and that the power of legislation in this sphere was very limited. 
A sympathetic appreciation of the other side’s point of view and cordial relationship 
could not be secured by any statute* For the bigger changes, India must look to 
leaders of industry and leaders of labour and he hoped she would not look in vain* 

Mr. N, F. Qadgil strongly criticised the proposed changes in clause 16 of the Act 
relating to general strikes and declared that the aim seemed to be to cripple organised 
labour. The clause in the original Act laid down that strikes calculated to cause 
‘^severe, general and prolonged hardship” to the community shall be declared illegal* 
The Select Committee had agreed to the deletion of the words ^‘general and prolonged” 
and there was an official amendment for the deletion of the word “severe” also, so 
that any stike, which aroused hardship to the community could be declared illegal, 
Mr. Gadgil wanted to know if there could be any strike, which did not inflict hard- 
ship on the community. The object, therefore, was clearly to put down organised 
labour without imposing compensating duties and obligations on the employers. What 
provision had been made for redress of grievances, ho asked. Strikes were not oallod 
except to get some sound economic grievance redressed and if strikes were to be 
penalised, then it was necessary that some machinery such as a standing court of 
enquiry should be established for enquiry into disputes. 

Mr. Ahdul Qaiyum declared that the provisions in the new Bill had been inserted 
with a view to strengthening the position of employers and weakening that of the 
labourers. On paper Government had tried to be impartial as between labour and 
capital, but in practice efforts to be impartial between two such parties were 
unjustifiable, because the employer had organisation and resources incomparably 
greater than the labourer. The attempt to make political strikes illegal was dangerous 
because a general political strike was the only weapon in the hands of the pcopio 
to wrest power. Such a strike was, therefore, a necessity and a patriotic act And, 
how was a political strike to be distinguished from an economic strike ? Politics 
and Economics were so inextricably mixed that it was impossible to separate one 
from the other. 

Prof. Manga spoke at length on the rights of labour. He criticised the Bill as ten** 
ding to help employers more than workers. He taxed the Government with failure to 
encourage healthy trade unionism in India as Government in Australia for instance 
were doing. The Government of India had not even tried to get recognition 
for G. I* P. and B* N, R. trade unions which were run on proper lines. He 
strongly objected to the provision making political strikes illegal, “It is only through 
a nation-wide effective political strike that we are going to get our grievances 
redressed,” he declared and when such a strike was called, no laws could stand in 
the way* As regards public utility services and the attempts made to enlarge their 
definition, Prof, Hanga asserted that many of these were not public utility services. 
They were in tlie hands of private individuals who used the services for private gain, 
When the people wanted these services to be controlled by the Government mere 
was no proper response to that demand but then it was a question of curbing labour 
and making it difficult for the labourer to use the only weapon of the strike. Then 
the Government were only too ready to take steps. He was sure that non-Indiau 
interests were behind the move to include tramways and waterways among public 
services* Under the new Bill it was open to the police to declare a strike illegsd 
evp if one of the strike leaders uses certain political phrases in the course of his 
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address to the strikers* The danger arising from this was greater because those who 
were also interested in labour were also interested in the eotHnJ 

and believed that it was impossible to do anything real for iaboiu without getting 

poli^o^al refuted the charges loyelled apinst 

generally that they were opposed to any kind, of legislation for the 

fabour. Several labour laws were passed during the * last few years 

of the European group on those occasions conclusively proved that the ohaii^e of 

unsympathetic attitude towards labour^ was not correct. It had been suggested that 

this bill was promoted by the capitalists. Air, Alortimer said this was not hue. 

The Bill as it emerged from the Select Committee, had been radically unproved 

and as such they supported it. He did not agree with Uiop 

who wanted state control of public concerns. The speaker declared that puhhe ulihfy 

concerns need not necessarily bo state-owned. Fiivihcrraore it had been said that the 

underlying principle of the pivsent Bill was to stifilc the organisation of labour. Mr, 

Chapman Mortimer pointed out that this Bill had nothing^ to do with trade unionism 

and he was qaito certain that it was far from the intention of a wcdl-known friend 

of labour like Mr. Clow to place any difficulty ou the way of the growth of labour 

organisations. 

Dr. B. AT. Chaiidhury said every strike and in fact every process of bargaining 
was a form of warfare and whenever there was wfufare, it happened that the third 
party namely, the community at large, saffered. If the community ivanted to be 
protected it ought to see that there were no strikes. Since the community had not yet 
come to that stage of civilisation, it must be put to some inconvonionce by strikes. 

He, therefore, opposed deletion of the words ‘‘severe general and prolonged,” 

The House passed Mr, Cloto's motion for consideration of the Bill and thereafter 

took up the clauses. . r ^ i » 

An important amendment discussed was that of Mr. iv. Joshi to ojccmne 
tramways from the deSnition of public utility servioos. Air. Joshi said that lie could 
not imagine how the public would bo inoonvonioncod in any way by a striKC on 
tramways. This was not the only means of support available to thorn. The mover said 
that on this amendment he would insist on a division as ho wanted to tost the 
sincerity of the House, 

Mr. Clozo replying pointed out that tho clause in question left the discretion to 
the provincial Governments to decide whether a tramways sorvico was a utility 
service, and he had no doubt that tho provincial Governments would not issue the 
notidoation in this connexion unless they were satisfied that it was public utility 
service. He said that there were places whore tho tramways were still tho cheapest 
form of transport. 

The House divided and the amendment was defeated by 45 votes to 5, Mr. Joshi, 
Mr. S. K. Sora, Mr. A. N, Ohattopadhaya, Bandit K. K. Malaviya and Dr. Banarjee 
being the only members, who voted for the amondmoui Tho Congress and tho 
Indopoadent parties remained neutral. The House then adjourned. 


18th. MARCH:— Tho Assembly to-day resumed discussion of tho Trades Disputes 
Bill clause by clause. The House accepted ‘nem con' an amendment moved by Mr* 
N. Mahadeva Ayyar (official) for inclusion among public utility services of tramway 
'Service and inland water transport service “if the piovincial Government by notiEca- 
tion in tho official gazette doolares” those sorvioos as public utility services for tho 
purpose of this Act. 

Prof. Banga moved an amendment intended to 3ay down that the only power 
supplied to a public utility service mentioned in the olause shall bo inoludcd among 
public utility services for the purposes of the Act. 

The amendment was pressed to a division and was lost by 47 votes to 45* 

Mr. P. E, moved an amendraaut drafted in agreement with the Oongtoss 

Party to the effect that the word “prolonged” be dropped and only the words “severe 
and general” be retained among the adjectives qualifying hardship tho snflotion of 
which would render a strike illegal. 

Mr. Joshi expressed surprise that the Oongress party had accepted the amend-* 
naent because he thought they were likely to suffer most by the omission of the 
word “prolonged”* w ithout that word the clause would make hartals illegal and 
hat tala were a form of demonstration that tha Congress party frequently use4 
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Mr. B. Desai^ Leader of tlie Opposition! explaining the position of the Congress 
party said that it had opposed sec. sixteen of the original Act which prescribed that 
strikes calculated to inflict severe general and prolonged hardship on the community 
shall be illegal. He pointed out that the true effect of the section would rcmaih 
even when the word “prolonged” was omitted. The Bombay High Court had held 
in the ease of a strike which lasted four months that although it undoubtedly 
indicted severe, prolonged and general hardship on those immediately concerned it 
had not inflicted such hardship on the community that is to say, on the city as a 
whole, and therefore it was not an illegal strike. The omission of the word 
“prolonged” thus would not make any differenco so far as the clause acted as a 
curb on the powers of the executive to abuse its provisions. 

Mr, Clow referred to the singular ineffectiveness of the clause and to the fact 
that many of the strikes at which it was aimed were strikes that brought sorrow 
to the strikers. The amendment was passed. 

Before the clause 8 was put Mr. K, Sanianam opposed the whole claiiso and 
declared it resulted in a wholly unwarranted and unjustifiable extension of 
executive powers. He contended no case had been made for a change 
in the present law. The clause was objectionable particularly because it would make 
sympatnetio strikes called for a day or two illegal. The amendment and the dis- 
cussion on it would, he thought, be themselves the cause of strikes in the country. 
The clause was passed without division. 

Mr. A. AiJcman moved an amendment to provide that a conciliation offlcor shall 
not disclose any information or the contents of any document if the party to the 
dispute giving the information or producing the document requests the same to bo 
treated as confidential. 

Sir N, N, Sircar advised the mover to withdraw the amendment which as Mr. 
Sanatanam had pointed out would prevent disclosure of relevant information to 
ministers. The House agreed to the withdrawal of the amendment. 

All amendments having been disposed of Mr. A. <7. Clow moved that tho Bill as 
amended be passed. In a brief speech he referred to the tendency on tlio part of 
some members to assume that Government were injuring the cause of workers by 
placing unnecessary restrictions on strikers. He assured the House that it was not 
the intention of the Government to injure tho workers. His experience had shown 
that the workers lost heavily in strikers and it would have boon to the advantage of 
labour if they could prevent strikes occurring, fie believed that in most of tho cases 
checks on strikes would be as much in the interests of workers as any other party. 

The Bill was passed. 

Hindu Women’s Eiohis io Propekty Act 

OPhe House then passed with two verbal amendments the Bill to amend tho Hindu 
Women’s Bights to Property Act, 1937, moved by Sir N. K Sircar. The Bill was 
intended to remove certain diflSculties experienced in the interpretation of the Act. 
For instance, as section 2 stands, if a Hindu dies a widower, the right of inheritance 
conferred on his widowed daughter-in-law by the provisions to section 3 could not 
take effect, which was not the intention of the lot. Therefore, in tho present Bill 
the word ‘^leaving a widow” shall bo omitted. The;Bill is to have retrospective effect 
as from commencement of the Act. The House then adjourned till the &lst. March, 

The Moior TEHiass Binn 

^ 21»t MARCH Moving reference of the Motor Vehicles Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee to-day, Sir Thomas Stewart described the measure as a highway code and 
said : ^This is the third time within the past ten years that the Government of India 
have brought before this House a legislative measure of major— indeed of prime im- 
portance. And when I use the term ‘major’, I do not mean merely to imply that 
this is a long and complicated Bill I would claim also that in importance it is com- 
parable with the Companies Act and the Insurance Aot amendments which have 
so recently been placed upon the Statute Book, and I would even venture to suggest 
that it concerns and touches a much wider public than either of those two measures”. 
Sir Thomas dealt at length with the genesis of the Bill and referred to the main 
objectives of the measure, whioh he labelled the “regulative” aspect and the “co-ordi- 
nation” aspect At first sight, be said, it might appear that the provisions for the 
iefeue and revocation of licences introduced a very high degree of regimentation and 
closely oiretpnsdnbed the elementary rights of tne individual “Apart from the fact 



-21 MAE. ’38 ] THE MOTOR TEHIOLIS BILL 109 

that the individual has no elementary rights to be a danger to other individuals, I 

would refer, said Sir Thomas to clause IS—the appeal clause ^whioh 

individual against the aridtrations or vagaries of the executive autnonnos , ana i 

would also point out that whatever there may be by way of 

feel certain that what we have proposed will be approved by every 

with the regulation and control of motor traffic — that regimentation will not be % 

centre but by the provinces for whom under Clause 21, wo propose a very hncral 

rule-making power in regard to procedure for the control of licensing* 

A. most important change proposed was contained in Clause 2d, which provided 
that registration in any one province should bo effective throughout^ the wno*e oi 
British India. “I would, however, like to emphasise that this provision mak‘^s no 
invasion on the fiscal rights of the provinces, for the Clause makes it clear uiat tjio 
recognition of the validity of a Provincial Registratiou throughout India (jarncu wnU 
it no exemption from taxation in other provinces. The Bill propose 1 to make obliga- 
tory upon provincial Governments to sot up transport authorities. To this olmgation 
exception had been taken in some quarters and an alternative had been put forward 
that the relevant clause should be framed in permissive rather than mandatory terms* 
“The Government, however, said Sir Thomas, attach the highest imporranoe lo the 
mandatory nature of the relevant provision. Whilo wo are happy to acknowledge ibo 
spirit of Oo-operation which is being exhibited in the province we feol that milnss the 
control of transport is on a secure basis — and such a basis can only bo secured by a 
mandatory provision — pi'oper oo-oi*di nation of road and rail transport can novor bo 
achieved.’^ A notable part of Sir Thomases speech related to compulsory third party 
insurance. He said : “The Governmout of India have felt it iiituimbent on 
themselves to propose some relief for thoso unfortunutos who are involved lu 
motor accidents. They could not ignox’e the fact that the death rate from motor 
aoeideuts in India is very nearly twice that of any' other country in the world and 
whereas in New Zealand"74 persons are kiilod for every 10,000 motor cars plyinif on 
the roads, in India, notwithstanding its vast area, tho corresponding figure Is hundred 
and when we consider that many, perhaps, most, of those who are injured are poor 
uneducated and in many oases the only support of a family, humanitarian grounds 
alone suggest that the case for insurauoo is strong. I realise tho strength of tho 
objections to compulsory insuranoo* It means extra operating cost for the motor car 
owner who so often has little margin to provide for additional working co.st. But 
the findings of the insurance committee have encouraged us to think that i\w addi- 
tional burden on the bus or lorry owners will not bo too heavy. One aumi per 
passenger per hundred miles or two annas per ton of goods carried each day cun not 
be regarded as excessive and the Govornmont of India foel very strongly that the 
bus or lorry owner should shoulder this not oxcessive burden in the interests of his 
poorer and less fortunate brethren. The proposal to make insurance compulsory has 
received very widespread support aud though all Provincial Governments ar« not un- 
animous on this issue we feel very strongly that it is one on which wo should 
ask the support and approval of this House.’* Sir Thomas made it clear tliat 
compulsory insurance was not to be made obligatory until five years have elapsed 
since the oommencemont of this Act. 


Mr, £r. Dow^ Commerce Secretary, introduced in tho Assembly to-day a Bill to 
amend the Indian Oo.ff(j 0 Cess Act 1935. It was explained lhat tho Act provided far 
the representation on tho Indian Collee Cess Committee, inter alia, of three perBons 
nominated by the Coffee Growers’ Association. This Association had Binco b<*fcn dis- 
solved and the Indian (Joilce Cess Committee had made recommendation that tho power 
of nomination of members on the Committee should be trarisforrod to certain 
planters’ associations of South India* The Bill was intended to give oileot to this 
recommendation. 


The Bill provided that one person each would be nominated by tho Coorg Planterfi’ 
Association, the Mysore Planters’ Association and the Indian PianterH’ Asaooktion* 
The House then adjourned* 


22ni3* MARCH Mr* Bammrain Singh commenced to-day tho debate on tho 
motion for reference ol*the Motor Vehicles Bill to a seleot oommittoo. He said that 
the need for the Bill was by no means proved. Had the Member in charge of the Bill, 
he asked, received any representation asking for the Bill either from Provincial Gov- 
ernments or from motor owners 7 'Was the Bill calculated to bring any more profit 
to motor, owners or more oom'lorfcs. to passengers ? He contended tiiat there vrm no 
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need for the constitution of regional authorities. The District Board could he entrust- 
ed with the duties that the authorities weie expected to do. And why, he asked, 
should the Central Government be invested with more powois ? The country knew 
how the powers that the Government already had were used in 1952 when men 
wearing khadi were not allowed to get into buses. 

Mr. J. D. Boyle (European Group) gave support to the general principles of the 
Bill, such as co-ordination, soientifio control, codification of laws and also with tho 
principle of third-party insurance. He thought that the provision by which Iho 
application of the provision regarding compulsory insurance would not be made effec- 
tive for five years should go a long way towards overcoming objections. As regaids 
the small man, who had figured rather largely in recent speeches, he agreed that it 

was the small man who was the pioneer of the bus service, and was till the 

hack-bone of the system, but he was also the author of a great many of the 
evils such as overloading, reckless driving, inadequate attention to repairs and 

working the drivers for unconsciously long houis. For all these 

reasons, while everything should be done to safeguard the small man’s interests, it 
was necessary that these interests should be sacrificed to the general interests of the 
public. As regards the application of tho Bill being confined to British India, he 
hoped that the Government would not overlook, and would press for, reciprocal 
action by the States, so as to make the provisions of the Bill applicable throughout 
the whole of India. He voiced the European Group^s objection to the principle of 
the clause relating to the fixing of maxima and minima rates. This they considered 
a dangerous principle and hoped that the select committee would find a suitable 
alternative. 

Mr. AT. J, Boughton (official) confined his attention to tho oiitlcisms against tho 
provisions regarding insurance. He said that a majority against the provision 
belonged to a party which took particular interest in the welfare of the poor man 
and a party which he was confident would do its utmost to piomote a measure which 
was so obviously intended to benefit victims of undeserved misfortune The question 
had been asked why not have old age pensions ? He agreed that old age pensions 
were a beneficent social measure, but were vory expensive, whereas compulsory 
insurance was a measure, the cost of which was very low. As regards the objection 
to insurance being a Central subject, Mr. Boughton explained that in the interests of 
uniformity it must be a Ceutral subject. Provincial variations in this matter were 
undesirable, and would only have the effect of hampering the purpose of insurance. 
On the general question of provincial prerogative, he pointed out that insurance was 
comparable to workmens compensation. The provinces felt aggrieved because 
workmen’s compensation was a subject of Central legislation. He gave three main 
arguments in favour of compulsory insurance, firstly, the appalling mortalitv from 
motor accidents. In Germany it was 46.6 per 10,000 vehicles, m Italy 59.4, while in 
India it was 9.3. Secondly, the complete failure of victims to claim compensation 
which was legally their due. The ^ Insurance Committee had recorded the oonolusioa 
that in minor accidents, compensation though generally inadequate was paid without 
legal action, but such payments were rare in serious accidents. Thirdly, the small 
cost of one anna per passenger per hundred miles and two annas per ton of goods 
per day was well worth paying. TJiese arguments taken together made an unanswer- 
able case. It was better to px*event a fatality to tbe bread-winner than to pay com- 
pensation to his dependents. Mr. Boughton referred to the conditions prevailing in 
some of the main starting places of bus trafifio, where some buses had to go for days 
without passengers and when passengers were at last available the buses raced along 
dusty roaus reckless of the toll of death. He could give no better descriptions of such 
buses than to call them mechanised juggernauth oars crushing to death as they pass 
their unwilling victims. ^ 

^ Sardar Bant Singh agreed that some control on motor transport was necessary 
in order to prevent the large number of road accidents, Wt he wished that the Bill 
was Simpler. ^ Actually the provisions were so oomplicated as to hamper the free use 
of motor vehicles. The provisions limiting hours of work and distance, vesting too 
much disoretionary power in the ^ hands of traffic administration and the setting up 
of a mmtiphoity of licensing authorities were all objectionable* The licenses required 
by the Bill would appear to be a new form of taxation. 

, ^hirumala Bao declared that the provisions such as those relating to the 
deposit of a lump sum of Es. 1 lakh to cover insurance on an unlimited number of 
vemoJies ^ would have the effect of removing the industry from the hands of the 
middle oJasses, and transferring it to foreign capitalists, who already had such a hold 
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on the transport industry through manufacture of vehicles. Referring to the tbir<l 
party insurance, he opposed it and asserted that it was not calculatod to minimise 
the evils against which it was aimed. Railways, which were liable to compensation 
for accidents and were State-managed and controlled, had not succeeded in minimising 
casualties. He thought sickness insurance was a greater necessity at present than 
third party insurance, which would only bear heavily on the passenger. 


23 rd. MARCH Bajoria described the grievances of passengers wlio wero 

often ill-treated and bullied by conductors and drivers. Ecf erring to the need for a 
stricter examination of applicants before licenses were issued, he declared, ‘^Tbose 
who drink wines and cocktails should not be given licenses (laughter). 1 think if we 
stop licenses to drunken drivers it will help tho cause of prohibition”. But licenses 
should not be refused on political reasons. 

Mr. SH Prahash kept the House interested and amused for nearly an hour bv a 
series of quips and humorous sallies with which he mingled his plea" that the Bill 
should deal more directly with the fundamentals of the situation. One of these 
fundamentals, he said, was the “unholy alliance between the policeman and tho 
motor man” and he urged that “efforts should be made to break the ailianco by 
measures stronger than the Sarda Act”. A couple of provisions in the Bill to make 
clear that those in authority who misused power would be as severely punished as 
the reckless driver would have a salutary effect and would go a groat way to dis- 
pel the impression that in this country the nou-official was punished both for his 
own faults and for the faults of the official. Bcferring to co-ordination, he said 
railways themselves failed to co-ordinate their si^rvices with the result that the 
motor bus had the advantage. He suggested that officials themselves by patronising 
the railway instead of motor car could popularise railway travoi among people who 
imitated those in authority. He made an interesting suggestion about coutrol. 
He said, “Speed Governors” were as unnecessary as Provincial Govoinors’ (laughter). 
If the rule was made that no cars should be fitted with a speed higher than rhe limit 
prescribed in the Bill, then there was no chance of anyone exceeding the limit. In 
Government’s anxiety ^ to preservo the monopoly of the railways, Mr. Sri Prakash 
saw the same old spirit of the East India Company who started with a monopoly in 
pepper. “They came to trade in pepper and remamed to rule and we tried to dVivo 
them away with salt but failed”. (loud laughter). But they now wanted a monopoly 
of everything. ’ 


Mr. JT. S, Gupta challenged tho statement that the Railways wore <a national 
ooncorn ; it was national only to the foreigners, Tlio Bill, lie declared, failed to give 
protection to the pedestrian or the passenger, but only imposed stringent restrictimis 
on motor vehiuleis. The railways, he said, wore like “a step-mother who gave a storm 
to the daughter industiy which cried for bread”. For instance, in Andhra tho freight; 
rate between Yisianagram and Biralipatam was two annas per ton hy bullock cart liud 
two and-a-half annas by rail. Naturally the bullock carried tho 'bulk of the truffle 
until the railways stepped in and redneod their rates to two annas and even one-and- 
a-half result that 3,000 bullock carts were thj*owa out of use which 

memt 6,000 bullocks and 3,000 drivers rendered idle. If, therefore, the railways were 
to have representation on transport authorities empowered to fix rates, they would 
fix rates, which would be detrimental to other forms of transport than railways Ho 
also suggested that an institution should be sot to train drivers sciont.ificany, ^ 

Kv, failash Behari referred to the volume of opinion which tended to 
national industry. He agreed tluit Railways 
industry motor transport ought not to bo minimised. It was 

the general belief that this Bill was framed to favour railways and there was a good 
deal of ground for this susoioion. ^ 

MauUna Zafar AH doclarod that in these days of unemployment the Bill would 
shut out a valuable avenue hitherto ^open to Indians. He said thL voters had refused 
polling booths by any other transport except by motor oars. This Bill, hy 
putting restrictions on motor transport, might prove au impediment to 

jatorests of the Government of Indhs 
(Laughter), He declared that a voice m fixing maxima and minima rates for a 
oompeting form of transport should not be given to ri^lwaya » 

ohalleng^ the contention that motor oompetition was resooHsiWfi fnr 
ae losses on railways, He argued that Jmotor transport had lieinJ S 
bringing them passengers and goods from distanoi^ wMoh raUwavs ^oould not other* 
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wise have reached. Eegional control proposed would, in his opinion,^ cripple motor 
transport and deprive the travelling public of a means of communication which took 
up and set down passengers practically at their doors. The real remedy against 
losses on railways was improvement of service and better treatment of passengers, 

Mr. Ana^ithasayanmn Ayyangar said that the speeches hitherto had centred 
round the idea that railways as an important national asset would bo seriously ajBTected 
unless the Bill was pushed through. He suggested that the future lay with motor 
transport From the point of view of investment, both the railways and roads wore 
equal, the amount being Bs. 800 crores in the case of each, while fiom the point of 
view of revenue the railways contributed Rs, 8 crores to general revenues, while tho 
Central Government got Rs. 5 crores to Rs. 7 crores by way of import duty from 
motor cars parts, etc. But it had been pointed out bj; Messrs. Mitchell and Kirkness 
that it was idle to think of railways being extended in any part of India consistently 
with economic management, and it might in fact be desirable to close certain light 
railways and branch lines. In the Madras Presidency there was only^ one mile of 
railway for every 50 square miles of area, while the roads were one mile for every 
four and-a-half square miles. There was more scope for expansion of roads, parti- 
cularly to provide marketing facilities in rural areas and to connect villages which 
were now cut off from the main roads. Mr. Ayyangar had not finished His speech 
when the House adjourned. 

24tli. MARCH Mr. Anantasayanam Ayyangar resuming his speech pointed 
out that uneconomic competition between railways and motor transport was confined 
to areas where the railway line ran parallel to roads, that is about 48 per cent of 
railway mileage. On such roads, he suggested the railways might themselves ran 
motor transport on condition that the rates charged did not bear harshly on the user. 
Let the Government try this method he said, and watch the result and then come 
to the House with a Bill. In framing the restrictions put upon private and public 
carriers, the author had given no thought to the effect of these restrictions on tho 
improvement of the country’s industry. He acknowledged the state of Hungs he 
had seen in America and asked how it was that in this country the railways seemed 
to carry only a small number of passengers compared to the heavy rush at every 
station and on every train in India. One met on the American roadways four or 
five cars passing every minute of the day and in spite of all this one heard no such 
complaint as in India of railways failing to pay. The excitement in India over the 
failing of railway revenue struck him as the more curious when he remembered that 
nowhere was railway travel more comfortable than in India, (Cries of dissent). 

Prof Eanga said that Mahatma Gandhi was right in condemning motor cars and 
railways. The increasing unemployment among the drivers of bullock carts that 
accompanied the spread of tiiese modern transports, proved how right Gandhiji was. 
Prof. Ranga made a series of suggestions for securing proper training and treatment 
for motor drivers and regretted this omission from the Bill. He wanted that schools 
for training drivers should be started and when they were employed they should 
have security. Minimum wages and also maximum hours of work should bo fixed 
not only per day but also per week. There should be a waiting list of drivers. Both 
those who had passed out of schools and those who had been thrown out of employ- 
ment, employment should be given to them in the order of priority. He wanted an 
assurance that railways which were certain to get an accession of strength by the 
passage of the Bill would not take unfair advantage of its provisions. He suggested the 
estabnshment of a Communications Board in addition to the Railway Board and tho 
future railway authority. 

Mr, BadriduU Pande severely criticised the Bill as a measure calculated to oust 
the Indian, who owned the motor transport industry and to give a monopoly to tho 
railways. He was opposed to the suggestion that the Government should also run 
motor transport, because those who mismanaged the railways were likely to 
mismanage motor transport as well. Further the experience of the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, who were running three hundred buses in the State, showed that the State 
could not run it without loss. He complained that the Government of India had not 
consulted the , Pro vinciar Governments, who were vitally concerned. 

Mr, Bhulahhai JDesai humorously referred to a great Bombay Judge, who had 
what he described as a ‘‘single-tract’^ eye and could, therefore, concentrate on what 
he liked and ignore what he did not like, It was possible to regard some of the 
provisions of the Bill in isolation in this way and say they were -all right, but 
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viewing them in their perspective a different opinion might be arrived at. Ho 
divided the provisions of the Bill into what he would call safety provisions and 
economic and political provisions. Safety provisions such as those relating to ensur- 
ing road worthiness of vehicles would, he thought, be generally conceded as essential 
But even in licensing of vehicles and drivers it was easy to have provisions 
so stringent as unnecessarily and wrongly to discourage' legitimate means of 
transport. 

It was then he came to the second category of provisions that diffionlties arose. 
They had to deal with two forms of transport, one of which was owned by the tax- 
payer and with regard to the other it had to be remembered that they had to use 
material not manufactured in the country and therefore every pie of the Es. 37 
crores spent on it in recurrent charges yearly on spare parts and petrol, etc., wont 
to the foreigner. The method of co-ordination suggested for the two forms of trans- 
port, amounted to domination by railways. The provision for equal representation of 
railways on the regional transport authorities meant nothing else. This was the most 
dangerous thing in the Bill and with it the House could not pass the measure. It 
was like a small grain of arsenic coated with much sugar. The provisions relating 
to compulsory insurance had been based on figures with which ho confessed he was 
not impressed. The motor vehicle was not the only cause of death in India as the 
motor insurance committee seemed to make it appear. Ho did not mean that deaths 
due to the motor car were therefore negligible, but they ought to view them from 
the correct perspective. He repeated that even more than the provisions relating to 
insurance the danger of the Bill was in its provisions regarding co-ordination. 

Sir Thomas Stewart, replying to the four days’ debate, thoiight that most Ilof the 
criticisms made had reference to points of detail which ought to have*boen left for 
consideration at a later stage. It had been said that regulation might go too far and 
that however desirable safety might be, it was possible to regulate an industry out 
of existence. But it was a question of fact whether the particular regulations for 
licence and registration provided in the Bill were of that nature or not, and it was a 
question of fact which might be debated in the select committee. Ho expressed 
agreement with the complaint of lack of adequate statistics and said that the Oovorn- 
ment of India were already in correspondence with the Local Government in this 
matter. It was one of the duties entrusted to the technical sub-corn mi r, too of the 
transport advisory committee, and he hoped that adequate statistics would be available 
before long. As regards the complaint of oppression by the police, ho was dad to 
hear from one of the speaker that under the present regime in some of tho pro^vineos 
the conduct of the police was improving, and ho trusted that the improvement would 
continue. As for control, the need for it had been admitted. It was ono of the evils 
of uneconomic compotition that buses concentrated on tho more populous parts to the 
entire neglect of other parts which wore in noed of developments. The neoded to bo 
corrected. Heferring to the objeotion to regional authority containing roprcHimtaiivog 
of railways, Sir Thornas said that the meaning of the section was that regional 
authority might be either an official body or a mixed body. If it coritainccl repre- 
sentatives of one form of transport then it must contain reprosentatives of the other 
form, but there was a possibility of noithor of these representatives being pmofii 
The regional authority was a body that was to be choson by the Local Governmmits, 

0 ?® “ofor transport within 

their iansdi^ion. It had been alleged that the Bill was dosigned to stranglo motor 
suggested there were easier ways of doing ft than drarting an eintr- 
reminded th 0 _ House of the sums that Govornroent woio spending 
fiJsnfhl tho 1^. 7 ororos rovonmi that tliu motor 

industry brought to the Central revenues. If therefore, Government airangled tho 
would be guilty of the colossal foolishness of killing the gooso that 
Ihi Government were not to kill motor transport ; 

^ fnrftA ® A® of Its function in doveloiiing the trade 

ft heUeved that rmlways and motor transport could live oest together 

to ooropulsory insurance he was glad 
lnfus^rv° bn? hi unreasonable burden on the 

one fralaH I .hySi ? alternative scheme in place of tao 

in the Bill, He appreciated the non-party spirit In which the Bill had 

®®“® oonttaue in tho 

15 
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Tlie House passed the motion for reference of the Bill to a select committee and 
adjourned. 

Saeiit for Workers in BtriiDma Industry 

25tli. MARCH Measures for safety in the building industry were discussed in 
the Assembly to-day on a resolution moved by Mr. A. G. Qlow^ Secretary, Labour 
Department The resolution ran 

“This Assembly, having considered the draft convention and recommendations 
relating to safety in the building industry adopted at the 23rd session of the Inter- 
nationa! Labour Conference, recommends to the Governor-General in Council : 

(a) “That provincial ^ Governments be consulted regarding the desirability and 
practicability of legislation to secure greater safety for workers in the building 
industry and 

^ (b)^ That their attention be drawn to the recommendations concerning co-operation 
in accident prevention and vocational education.” 

Mr. Clow referred to the comparative absence of hazard in the great bulk of 
hmlding operations in India where the great majority of buildings consisted of humble 
cottages. In the bigger cities where building operations required scaffolding and 
mechanical appliances they entered the region of hazard. They had no precise 
statistics, but it was reasonable to suppose that the number of acoidsnts could be 
reduced by enforcement of suitable regulations. As regards the convention the pre- 
amble was vague, while the recommendations were so extraordinarily precise -that it 
would be almost impossible to enforce them to any large extent at piesent. 

Mr. Clow made it clear that, whatever form of legislation was adopted, the 
executive power would vest in the provinces and could not be assumed by the 
Centre, so that it was vital to ensure xhat if legislation was adopted the provincial 
Governments were ready to secure effective enforcement. That was why the pro- 
vincial Governments were to be consulted. They were to be consulted on three 

E articular ques^ons, namely what was the extent and character of the hazard involved, 
ow far these hazards were to be reduced by these provisions and which of these 
provisions the provinces were in a position to enforce. 

Mr. Sanatanam moved an amendment to the effect that consultation with tlie 

E rovinces snould be limited to legislation for safety of the building industry in 
SLunicipai areas. 

Mr. (Mow poiaM out that the amendmeat ■would place a limit on the views of 
me_ pro'tinoes whioh, he thought, should be left free to consider the question of 
desiiabilitj of dealing with limited and well -developed areas. 

Mr. ./bsftf moved an amendment to the effect that, after consultation with the 
provinces, Government would place their decision before the Assembly as soon as 
it was practicable. 

Mr. A. a. Clow, replying to some of the points raised during the debate, referred 
to the complaint that there had been a change in the convention of placing inter- 
national conventions before the House. He said that the Government of India had 
never claimed that they were going to decide which of the conventions should or 
snoulu not be laid before the House. What was altered in certain respects was the 
procedure in laying the recommendations before the House. As regards the question 
rawhat the Govemmeut were doing with a large number of other conventions, ne said 
that the Government hoped that before the end of the sess ion they would bo in a 
position to lay a statement on the table showing precisely w hat they proposed to do 
in respect of each of them. He accepted Mr. Joshfs amendm ent but the Government 
could not promise that they would move a resolution in a negative sense. It would 
be for members of the House if they were dissatisfied with the Government’s decision 
to take such action as appeared appropriate to them. The resolution as amended was 
passed* 

cut motion moved by the Congress party reducing the demand for a supple- 
exceeding Es. 43,000 in respect of the Central Board of Eevenue 
by a. 34^800 (re : appointment of income-tax adviser and the employment of two 
8d'\wr8 on special duty) was carried by 48 votes against 45. 

.I®"!'®*! I? adjournment motion about the appointment of an 
inoome-tai; adviser m the last Simla session. 


28 lli. MARCH 


inents with 


^CH :--!IIie wwtioe of retired Government servants taking up appoint* 
firms with which they had dealings while in office was lorWised m the 


i 
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Central Assembly to-day ia tbe course of a discussion on a Government demand for a 
supplementary grant not exceeding Rs, 65,000 in respect of ‘onrrenoy’. 

Mr, N, M, Joshh speaking against the grant, referred to the condition of workers 
• of the Nasik Printing Press and said the wages were low and their housing was de- 
fective. He also stated that a former master of the printing press was now a direc- 
tor of the firm which supplied paper to the press. This was a wrong thing to do 
and he wanted the Government of India to look into this matter, which was one of 
great public importance. 

Sir Janies tJrigg^ Finance Member, said that he had already promised the House 
that the Government of India would re-examine in all its bearings the question of 
ex-Government servants taking up directorship of firms with which they had dealings 
while in Government service. He did not want the idea to get about that the Gov- 
ernment of India were indifferent to this question ; but he reminded the House of 
the absence of adequate sanction in India. Even in England, where the control over 
the award of pension was greater than in India, the policy of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment had recently been stated to bo to rely in the main on individual sense of right 

Desai said it was time that in tho terms of the service of cov- 
enanted servants a provision was made that if a member of the Civil Service or 
Military Service engaged in any employment or profession after his retirement, which 
the Government of India did not approve he would forfeit his pension. After all tho 
salaries and pensions paid to the services were liberal enough to obviate tho need for 
further emoluments. . , .. , , ^ ^ n 

Sir Jamas Qrigg gave the assurance that the suggestion made *by the Leader of 
the Opposition would be included in tho scope of the ro-examination of the question 
but as a distinguished lawyer the leader of the Opposition must know that any altera- 
tion of the terms could only be made in the case of future entrants. 

The demand was eventually passed. 

Prof, Banga opposed the supplomeutary demand for Rs. 90,000 under “Miscellane- 
ous” and condemned the expenditure incurred In illuminations and fire- works at tho 
time of the Coronation. The illumination in the Imperial Capital at a time when the 
Government of India had moved up to Simla could only have been for the benefit of 
the jackals, (Laughter), which were about the only living things there at that time 
of the year. The money should have been spent in food or medical aid to the poor. 

Sir Henry Craik explained that the amount related to illumination of all public 
buildings of the Central Government in all important towns in India and was a 
moderate one considering the interest aroused by the historic oeremonv. It would be 
ungracious to refuse this small sum booause some members thought it might have 
spent in giving free meals and medical aid to the poor. That amounted to arguing 
that no kind of expenditure should be indulged that might better bo spent on food. 

The motion was pressed to a division and passed by 60 votes to 40. 

StJGAB FrOXEOTIOIT CoNXIN'trANOE BlUIi 

Mr. H. Dow^ Commerce Secretary, moved a Bill for continuance of sugar protection 
for one year from March 31, 1938. He said that the Bill proposed the extension of 
protection and also the amendment of Section 3 of the original Act. That was because 
the Government were of opinion that a proposal to continue the existing duty for one 
year, coupled with a statement of their intentions to consider farther the duty lor 
the period from March 1939, to March, 1946, and to lay their proposals before the 
legislature later in respect of that period, would not have been an adequate disoharp 
of the obligation which was laid on them by Section 3 of the Act. “Explaining the 
need for the measure, Mr. Dow said that the Tariff Board was unable to submit its 
report until late in December and the Government had not been able to consider the 
recommendations till now owing to their preoccupation with the Legislature. 

Prof Manga drew attention to the original intentions of the Act which, according 
to him, were that both the manufacturer aud sugar-cane grower should be benefited but 
the position appeared to be that only manufacturers were benefited by the proteotion^ 
while the growers continued to suffer and often had to burn their esns because 
manufacturers would not purchase it. 

Dr. Bamrjee wished that the Tariff Board report had been presented and the 
House had ail opportunity of discussing it. He wanted the assurance that nothing 
would be done to go back upon the policy of disoriminating protection. But he thought 
it absolntely essential that all the different parties in the industry, the manufacturer-i 
the grower, the labourer and tho consumer, should benefit from the protection* 
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Mr. Dow^ replying to the debate,? assured the House that the Government would 
take into very careful consideration all the detailed points that had been urged in the 
coarse of the debate. The motion for consideration was thereafter passed. 

At the final stage of the Bill, Prof, Ranga urged that all the Local Governments 
he made to enquire into the conditions prevailing in each of the sugar producing 
areas and a minimum price for cane be fixed. Over-production of cane beyond the 
marketable quantity should be restricted. 

Mr. S, K, Som -said the excise duty which was ingeniously passed on by^ the 
f capitalists to the shoulders of the cultivator should be abolished. The International 
Sugar Convention, of which India was made a party against her will, was most in- 
equitous to India. 

Mr. Dow said that the delay in sotting up a sugar oommitiee was due to non- 
receipt of the reply to the Government circular issued in July last from the most 
important sugar producing province of G. P. Unless their reply was received it was 
not possible to proceed with the constitution of this committee. 

On Mr. Dow ^3 motion the House also passed the amendments made by the Council 
of State in the Workers* Compensation Act Amendment Bill. He said the amend- 
ments were purely corrections of grammatical mistakes and did not in any way alter 
the substance of the Bill. 

Salt Law (Sind) Amend. Bill (Contd.) 

Mr. Lloyd then moved consideration of the Bill to amend law relating to salt at 
present in force in Sind, as reported by the select committee. Mr. Anantasayanam 

UhetUyar questioned the jurisdiction of the House to amend a provincial Act Sir N.N, 

Sircar argued that as the Bill referred to a Bill dealing with exclusively Central 
subject the Assembly was within its rights to pass amending legislation such as 
the one proposed. The Bill was eventually passed. 

Indian Coffee Cess Act Amend. Bill 

The last item on the agenda, namely, the Bill to amend the Indian Coffee Cess 
Act, 1935, provided for the representation on the Coffee Cess Committee, Snter alia’ 
of three persons nominated by the Coffee Growers’ Association. This Association had 
since been dissolved and the Indian Coffee Cess Committee had recommended that 

the power of nomination of members on the Committee should bo transferred one 

each to the Goorg Planters’ Association, the Mysore Planters’ Association and the 
Indian Planters* Association. The Bill was passed and the House adjourned. 

30th, MARCH After question time Sir James Orrigg,^ Finance Member, 
amid cheers, conveyed to the House that the Governor-General lu the discharge of 
his responsibility had restored the supplementary demand in respect of the Central 
Board of Revenue (appointment of an income Tax Adviser), which was rejected by 
the House on Friday last. 

Child Marbiage Restraint Amend. Bill 

Mr. B, Das was cheered as he rose to move the Bill to amend the Sarda Act as 

reported by the Select Committee. He said that no elaborate speech was necessary as 

the Congress Party had decided to support the BUI and hoped that the House would 
speedily pass it so as to enable it to oe immediately placed on the Statute Book 

Sir N, N* Sircar explained that all arrangements were mado for the nomination 
of a women member, but circumstances prevented her being present to-day. Supporting 
the Bill, Sir N. N. Sircar referred to Mr. Bajoria’s opposition to it and to his claim 
to speak on behalf of the Marwari oommunity and quoted from a resolution passed 
hy the Marwari Trades Association heartily supporting the Bill. Similarly the 
Marwari laaies also held a meeting and gave their support to the measure. Referring 
to the changes made by the Select Committee, Sir N. N. Sircar dealt particularly with 
the^omissiou of the provision empowering a court to issue an injunction ‘ex parte’ 
against a contemplated child marriage. If the provision remained it would have been 
possible for ‘‘any village barber to file an affidavit against the parent or guardian and 

get an injunction issued just before a marriage.” The person on whom tho in- 

junction would be served would have no option but to stop the marriage 
although he would have incurred all the preliminary expenses. The injunction might 
later turn out to be unjustified, but the mischief would -have already been caused. 
The harrassment would be worse because there is no provision for payment of 
damages* 
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Dr. Bhagwandas^ in supporting tlie moHon, spoke on tlie sociological and eugenic 
principles of marriage, but the president held that a discussion of these was not in 
order during the debate on a Bill which merely sought to amend the application of 
principles already agreed upon. 

Mr. Bajoria also endeavoured to deal with certain general aspects of legislation 
affecting religion and was similarly held to he ont of order. “I quite agree” he added, 
“that I do not represent the Marwari community or any community alone, but I 
represent millions and millions of Sanatanists (question) who hold that marriage is a 
sacrament with which this House, constituted as it is, has no right to interfere”. He 
proceeded to say that the Marwari Trades Association, whose resolntion was quoted 
by the Law Member, was a mushroom body. He agreed that the Bill had the support 
only of a few reformists in the community. A series of other general observations 
were ruled out by the President until Mr. Bajoria said he did not want to speak any 
further. 

Sir A. H. Ghumavi was interrupted by a series of points of order. He said 
that “this third edition of the Sarda Act’* was as objectionable as the original Bill, 
which for all practical purposes was a dead letter. No case under the Act had been 
brought against a poor man, but only against wealthy men showing that the intention 
of those who used the Act was mere black mail. He also complained that the Govern- 
ment were placing all their resources at the disposal of Mr. B. Das, the mover, 
including permission to discuss the Bill on an official day such as to-day. 

Mr, F, E, James said that the policy of aloofness ado})tod by Europeans in regard 
to legislation should not be interpreted as complete mdiffuronce on their part to 
important problems facing the country. On matters like the one before the House 
there was room for deop and honest difforonoe of opinion. He would urge on the 
reformists to recognise the honesty of oithodox members who came forward to give 
expression to their views with courage. Questions of social reform could not bo 
solved except by those who were affected therohy, But whenever the help of the 
European community was asked for, it would be given ungrudgingly and it was in 
that spirit he had agreed to serve on the select committee. There were some in the 
country who wanted to go much further and faster, but the Bill took a middle course 
and in doing so it really endeavoured to perfect the machinery whereby the principle 
underlying the Act could be effectively enforced. Ho congratulated the Law Member 
for giving a right lead in the select committee. 

Division was again challenged on Mr. B. Das’s motion for oonsidoration and it was 
carried by 91 votes to 22. 

Discussion of the clauses was then taken up, but when the House rose only nino 
out of 28 amendments tabled had been disposed of. Mr. Bajoria supported by Hit 
A. H. Qhuznavi fought every inch of ground. 

Most of the amendments related to Claus© 6 giving power to courts under certain 
conditions to issue an injunction prohibiting marriage in contravention of the Act, 

Mr. Bajoria first moved the omission of tho whole clause and quoted the views 
of the U. P. Government against it. 

Several voices i Is it the old Government or the Congress Government ? 

Mr. Bajoria said he saw no date on the memorandum containing their views. He 
proceeded to say that even the mention of injunction in connection with an auspicious 
occasion hk© mapiage stunk in his nostrils. Had they, he asked, beard of another 
country in which injunctions could be issued against marriage? He declared that 
he was suffering from the tyranny of the majority consisting of the Congress and 
the Government and complained that the Congress had engaged its members who 
were sitting like dumb cattle and would not answer his arguments. Nor were 
Government members trying to meet his contentions. 

Sir N. N. Sircar said it was really a oase*of tyranny of minority (laughter). 
Government were not going to follow Mr. Bajoria’s example of repeating the same 
arguments at every stage. As regards there being no other country where injunction 
against marriage oouid be issued he asked if they heard of any other country 
where there wore hundreds of widows below the age of one ? An unparalleled situa- 
tion demanded^ an unparalleled remedy (cheers), 

Mr. Hayma’e motion was rejected, as also another motion to restrict the source of 
information oix which a Magistrate could Act in issuing an injunction, Eurther debate 
was adjourned 


3l$t. March ;--^ifter two days’ heated debate the Assembly passed to-day Mr. 
4?, s Child Marriage Eestraint Act Amendment Bill by 87 votes against Id* 
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Before adjourning for lunch the Assembly devoted an hour to consider the bill and 
disposed of all the amendments moved thereto. 

Mr. Bajoria moved six more amendments but all were rojootod. His amendment 
to Clause 6 ‘‘providing that injunction against child marringe shall be issued at least 
seven days prior to the date of marriage’ was strongly opposed by the Law Member 
The house rejected the amendment. 

Similarly another of his amendments that the court should issue notice at least 
fifteen days before the date of marriage to the persou concerned and afford him an 
opportunity to show cause against the issue of injunction was also rejected. 

Mr. Bajoria was able to get the support of Mr. M. S. Axiey and the Nationalists 
to his amendment that disobedience of injunctions should bo punishable only with 
simple imprisonment. 

Sir Jy. AT. Sircar pointed out the necessity for rigorous imprisonment for offences 
such as the selling of a child of one or two years of age in marriage. 

The .amendment was pressed to a division and rojeuti'd by 74 votes to 24 

The House also rejected another of Mr. Bajoria' $ arneiidmeut to reduce the term 
of imprisonment from three months to two months. 


Soma amusement was caused when Mr. Bajoria moved the last of his amendments 
which, he said, was kis trump card. The amendment introduced a new clause “that 
nothing contained in this Act shall apply to a person who by an affidavit solemnlv 
afftrmed before a magistrate of the first class declares fho duo porforraanco of a 
marriage in conformity with the religious belief.” Uo hoped that good sense would 
prevail on the House and Lis very modest amondraent would bo accepted. 

^ Mr AT. raised a point of order that the amendment sought to alter tho 

original Act and it did not arise from the amending Bill before tho Houso. It was 
therefore out of order. 

The President uphold the objection and the amendment was ruled out of order 
AH amendments having been disposed of Mr. B. Das moved that the Bill be passed. 
The Bill was duly passed. 


Mr. exppssod his thanks to tho members of the House for the wav in 
which they had received tho Bill and to the Government for their co-operation, with- 
out which it wuld not have boon his good fortune to see this measure become law. 

Oongross Party was woddod to social reform which would raise to a higbor plane 
the physloah intolleotual and moral condition of the people. He took the opportimitv 
JP^y ^ admiration to Mr. Bajoria for the pertinacity with wbiolx he 

had defended his case. Mr. Das also thanked the various associations and indiviiiuals 
in India and England who had supported the measure and expressed the hope that 
the Oovernmonfc would give the assurance that the measure would be worked in the 
spirit m which it was conceived, and that ten or twenty years hence child widows 
would be unknown in India. 


Trade Pacts with other Countries 

l«t APRIL i"-Mr.jS\ Satyamurti movod the following resolution in the Central 
Assembly to-day “This Assembly recommends to the Governor-General in Council 
pat no steps should be taken to conclude a fresh Indo-British trade agreement or anv 
trade agreement of a similar nature without first consulting the Assembly,” ^ 

Mr. Satyamurti said “I have made many speeches in this House and God willing 
I hope to make many more but I will make no speech to-day for I cannot. I merelv 
earnest hope and conviction that the mute appeal of a sick man on be- 
country wifi perhaps puoh the hearts of my colleagues in this House 
better than the most eloquent speech which can he made on behalf of this resolution 

reasonable one. 1 merely ask that Gov- 
IssmblV'^^ oonclude no Indo-Bntish trade agreement without first consulting this 

responding to the suggestion that the Govern- 
should state the Government case at this stage, said he had alwavs 
mount of unreality in a discussion of this nature. It was 
these major questions affecting the commerce Department to be dealt 
with really on merit beepse members opposite spoke not merely on tho oommeroial. 
but on the comtatutioaal issm He quoted Bir Joseph Bhore’s declaration that it 
would be an- impossible position if the responsibility^ for administration rested with 
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the Government and they were required to accept and give effect to lines of policy- 
laid down by a legislature which did not have the responsibility of carrying out that 
policy. Mr. Dow said that that really lay at the root of the whole discussion. One 
result of having an irresponsible Government was an irresponsible Opposition. He was 
sure that there had been many matters on which if tho Opposition had had to take 
the responsibility of carrying out their decisions they would have decided otherwise 
than they actually did. Eeferring to the implications of tho resolution, he said that 
some members had taken it to mean that the Government should conclude an agree- 
ment but should bring it before the House before giving effect to it. That was not 
the wording of tbe resolution, but that seemed to bo assumed by some speakers. He 
said in so far as the agreement involved a laising of duties it is bound to be brought 
before the Bouse. As regaids tbe i^resent negotiations the Government had at pre- 
sent no knowledge whether they would or would not result in a trade agreement, and 
it would be premature for the Government to make up their mind whether they 
would or would not bring tho matter before the Assembly. He declared that there 
was no warrant for the suggestion that the Government had gone back on the pre- 
vious undertaking nor had they any intention of going back. 

After further discussion the resolution was evoutually passed. 

Indian Tariff Act (1934) Amend. Bill 

4lh. APRIL Tho Assembly to-day assented to the circulation of the Anti - 
Phooka Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon, and agreed to take up consideration 
of a Bill recommending the continuance of import duty on broken rice for one 
more year. 

Sir Mohammed moved that the Bill to amend the Indian Tariff Act of 1934 in 
order to continue the import duty on broken rice for a year more be taken into 
consideration. Sir Mohammad claimed that the duty had not only been completely 
effective in stopping import of broken rice, but had also had some effect in keeping 
down imports of paddy and whole rice, which had been progressively smaller since 
the duty came into operation. Last year imports of paddy wore negli'giblo and those 
of whole rice were reduced to a comparatively insignificant figure. At the same 
time the price of rice in the Madras Presidency, where the prices Jiad been most 
directly affected by the duty had for tho most part been higher than a year ago 
though in the last few months there had boon a downward tondonoy and wholesale 
prices were at present a little below what they were last year. But prices in 
Madras where they were affected more by imports of Burma uce than by imports of 
foreign rice, which had been very little indeed, so that on the whole the position 
was such that the duty might well havo been dispensed with altogether. But a 
study of the forecast with regard to rice for tho next year showed that there might 
possibly be an apprehension of greater imports if the duty were taken off altogether, 
and it was due solely to that possibility that the Government desired to continue ii 
at its present rate for another year. Tho Government had power to adjust the duty 
to conditions which might devciop, and whore any such adjustment would still be 
possible during the year. 

Sir Mohammed Zafrulla said that members had admitted that the import duty 
had served its purpose, but had gone on to point out that something more was 
necessary. He submitted that their suggestions were hardly germane to tho Bill 
under consideration however necessary they might in themselves bo. Tho Bill was 
eventually passed. 


Anti Phooka Bill 

Mr. B. M. Mmwell moved the circulation up to June 30th of the Bill to amend 
the law relating to prevention of cruelty to animals with special reference to the 
practice of ‘‘phooka”, Mr. Maxwell referred to the unanimity of opinion on the need 
for the measure and said that the difference was only as regards the most effective 
and the most speedy means of realising its objects. Ail-Xndia legislation had rested 
unchanged for nearly fifty years while the provinces, particularly Bengal and Bombay, 
had given a lead by adopting changes in aecoidance with public opinion : but he 
remmaea the House that penai provisions against phooka existed in the original Act 
and had been strengthened in ISSO by the Bengal legislation : yet the practice had 
not been prevented ; in fact tho Anti-Fhooka Association in Calcutta reported that 
the was increasing. That was a warning that mere legislation on paper had 

no effect The subject was now in the concurrent list, said Mr. Maxwell and it had been 
asoertamed that the large majority of the ftotiaoial Gcrernmenta were in favour of 
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an amendment of the Act by Central legislation ; but circulation was necessary, 
firstly because authority rested with the provinces, who though they had been 
consulted, had not yet seen the Bill in its final form and, secondly, because public 
opinion needed to be mobilised by means of the greatest possible advertisement and 
any fresh suggestions for improvement should be considered. In view of the need for 
speedy action, he undertook to move the Select Committee motion at the commence- 
ment of the Simla session so that the committee could hold meetings during the 
session and the final stages of the Bill might be completed daring the session. 

Dr. 0, F. Deshmukh thanked the mover for the assurance that the Bill would ba 
enacted before the end of the Simla session. But he could not but regret to see how 
slowly the Government had moved in the matter. He maintained that where 
the people or the community was not advanced, and where there was not 
much public opiuion, legislation should not ba started as a mild measure 
and then grow more and more stringent, but the process should be reversed. 
Dr, Deshmukh drew attention to the fact that though the Government might not bo 
responsible to the people, the House was a representative one. If the members were 
not representatives of the people and if their opinion was not to be taken as the 
opinion of the public then what were they in the House for? And sixty selected 
members had made an application to the Government for the introduction of this 
measure. The Government could, therefore, have gone on with the Bill a little 
g^uickly. 

The Assembly agreed to the circulation up to June 30, of the Anti-Phooka Bill 
and adjourned till the 6th. 

Tuades Disputes Act Amend. Bill 

6ih. APRIL The Assembly to-day passed, with a slight amendment of its own, 
the lengthy amendment made by the Council of State to the Trades Disputes Act 
Amendment Bill The main purpose of the Council of State amendment is that if 
any person supplying information or producing a document to the conciliation officer 
requesting that the information in the document shall be treated as confidential tho 
conciliation officer shall not disclose it except to the authority which appointed him 
or the parties concerned in the dispute for the purpose of meditating therein or for 
promoting a settlement thereof. A contravention of this provision shall bo punish- 
able with fine upto Rs. 100. 

Sir Mohammed Zafrullah Khan^ moving consideration of the amendment, referred 
to the fact that an amendment providing for the treatment of information given to 
conciliation officers as confidential was moved in the Assembly by tho European 
Group, but was withdrawn on an objection raised by Mr. Santanam that it would 
prevent disclosure of information to the ministers of provinces concerned. The 
amendment in the form in which it had now been passed by the Council of State, 
however, was not open to that johjeotion, 

Mr, N. Af. Jbshi characterised the amendment as unnecessary, undesirable, crude 
and ill-thought-out It was first an unwarranted expression of want of confidence 
in the conciliation officer even before he was appointed. While preventing the 
conciliation officer himself from disolosing information, it did not prevent either the 
appointing authority or the parties concerned from disolosing it Then why, he asked, 
place a ban on the conciliation officer alone ? With this ban he would fed weakened 
by the constant fear that if any information was published he alono would he hold 
responsible for it, bnt what was there conspiratorial that the employers wished to 
hide ? As for workers they had no fear of publicity. 

Mr. K, Santanam expressed surprise at Mr. JosM^s opposition to an amendment 
which gave statutory right to the parties concerned to get information from the con- 
ciliation officer. 

Frof, Banga said he was surprised at Mr, Santanam’s attitude (laughter). The ex- 
emption with regard to the parties concerned and the appointing authority came in 
only because the prohibition of discloser had been accepted. He was against such 
prohibition and was, therefore, opposed to tke whole amendment which would have 
the effect of whittling down the Bill When the Bill was debated in the Assembly 
the speaker had expressed the fear that the conciliation officer might be used as trade 
union breaker, but it was apparently now the turn of the employers to be afraid of 
the oonoiiiation officer. 

Mr. D. Boyk (European Group) expressed astonishment at the earlier speeches. 
He denied that it was the ^intention of legislature to whittle down the powers of the 
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conciliatida offiloer. The inteatioa was merely to safeguard the mterests of parties to a 
dispute who, for iastaiice, had a new process which it was aeoessary for the con- 
ciliation officer to know in detail m order to arrive at a correct judgment Teohmcal 
matters of this type should obviously be kept coufldential. . i j. 

Prof R<wo<i rafived an araeodmoQt to the effect that the request made to the con- 
ciliation officer to keep information or documents confidential should be in writing. 

The Oovornment did not oppose the amendment and it was passed. 


Delhi "Water Board Bill 

Sir (?. 5. Bajpm moved consideration of tho Delhi Joint Water Board Amendment 
Bill to provide for tho formation of a Joint Water and Sewage Board to take over 
control of the water supply and sewage. 

Mr. Asaf Ah declared that the Government had failed to take a long range view. 
They would have brought the electricity generating agency also under the control of 
the proposed joint bouid. He complained that the Government had shown discour- 
tesy to the local bodies oonceniod m not consulting them before bringing the Bill to 
the House. ^ ... . . . . ^ 

The House passed the motion and oarnea the Bill with one or two minor amend- 
ments moved by Mr. Asaf Ali. The Assembly then adjourned. 


The Income-Tax Amendment Bill 

7t!i. APRIL :— Jaines Cfrigg moved to-day reference of the Income 
Tax Amendment Bill to a Select Gommittoo. In doing so, he explained some of 
the lUriin provisions of tho Bill and gave an estimate of the extra amount that the 

provinces would get as a result of the Bill. Ho said tiiat the scale of taxation had 

been left to be dealt with in tho finance Bill next year, but on the assumption that 
the scale presenbed by the income Tax Inquiry Committee was adopted, he was 
confident that at least Rs. 1 orore would accrue almost immediately. But apart from 
this another Es. 1 orore might be obtained by giving effect to what he described m 
anti-tax dodging clauses of the Bill. 

Assuming that under the Niemeyer Award the provinces would have got Rs. 2 
croreS fur tho first fivo-voar period, namely up to 1941-42, then with the extra 
revenue following the enactment of the present Bill into law they would get Rs. 3 
orores a vf^ar instead. Pur the next five years they would get Es. 70 lakhs a year 

extra and" for the third five-year period Es. 50 lakhs a year extra. Apart from the 

provision of money for the provinces there were other reasons which made the Bill 
desirable. , . • , . - 

One of these, said Sir James, was tho necessity of making the income tax maohmery 
mob effective ami more equitable and of correcting the present position under which 
the'dax boro harshly on the poor and leniently on the rich. The effect of the Biil^ 
woc^ld be that two- thirds of the number of tax- payers, who were now subject to 
Income Tax, would pay less and oue-rhird would pay more. , , . 

Bir James went on to refer to the Income Tax enquiry report publtshed m 
January, 1937, aud to the volume of opinion obtained on it from commercial and 
political' bodies in the country and published in 500 closely printed pages. It waa 
therefore somewhat surprising to conceive telegrams such as the one from the Indian 
Merchants Chamber, Bombay, suggesting that the Government proposed to introduce 
the Income Tax Bill. 

As regards the suggestion made by tlio Federation of Indian Chambers of Oom-i 
merce for a round-table conference ot* the interests concerned on the analogy^ Of what 
was done with regard to tho Insurance Bill and the Motor Vehicles Bill, Sir James' 
said, this was not a practical suggestion and that in matters of taxation there was no 
agreement possible if representation was given to those who paid tax except on the 
basis that no tax should be paid at all. (laughter). Sir James quoted from the 
speeohos of the Finance Members of Madras, Bombay, the United Provinces, Bihar and 
the Contra! Ptoviuoes dwelling on tho luelastioity of revenue and the impossibility of 
further social service and said that tho sums accruing from these provisions of the 
Bill would go to the help of those finance Ministers* He was therefore certain 
what the provinces would say about the Bill ^ 1 

Similarly those hundreds of thousands of tax-payers who, as he had already stataq^ 
would get relief ftom the Bill, surely formed an important body of opinion and if it 
could he collected it would be unanimously in favour of the Bill. He declared that 
the move for droulation before accepting the principle of the Bill was a snare* It 
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looted like the technique which big business and the very rich would invent to kill 
the Bill without opposing it frontally. If the motion was really to elicit publio 
opinion, why not, asked tfir James, agree to a Select Committee now and be under- 
took to circulate the Bill by an executive order. By agreeing to a Select Committee 
now it would be possible to ensure that the Bill became law by March 31, but cir- 
culation was a wooden horse which would cause the fall of Troy. There was some 
who would do their utmost to kill the Bill. If they succeeded they would have com- 
mitted the crime of postponing social service which the provinces were clamouring 
for tcheers). 

Mr. C. Datta moved an amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose 
of eiioiting opinion theieon by September 15. He contended that the Income Tax 
Enquiry Committee, on whose leoommendations the Bill was based had completed its 
task withm a short period of time, which was hardly sufficient for a study of the 
intricate problems involved. Further not a single non-official Indian or an Indian 
business than or one who knew the law of the laud had a place on the Committee, 
Now a bulky Bill based on the recommendations of such a committee had been 
placed before the House and they had been given just three days to study it. 

Au anomaly in the Bill, said Mr. Datta, was that while agricultural income in 
British India had _ been exempted from taxation, agricultural income from Indian 
Btates had' been allowed to be taxed. He could not understand the contention of the 
Finance Member that oirculation would kill the Bill, but if the Finance Member 
would convince him he would withdraw his amendment, fie was firmly of opinion, 
however, that a measure of this kind should not be rushed through. 

Dr. Banerji, sapporung the motion for the circulation of the Bill, welcomed some 
parts of the Bill. He was in agreement with those provisions intended to afford 
relief to the poorer tax-payers and also those leading to shut down loop-holes thiough 
which evasion had been taking place. The Bill was a voluminous one, and without a 
minute examination of it, it was not possible to understand the implications of the 
clauses. It would have been more preferable if the Finance Member had introduced 
a consolidating BUI instead of an amending Bill. They were peiplexed in reading the 
amending clauses With the relevant sections of the Act, Another impoi tan t innova- 
tion in the BUI was the introduetion of a slab system for the step system, and he 
wondered if any one except those of the Finance Department understood the differ- 
ence^ "between the two systems. Further there were some provisions relating to 
incomes from trust property aud business, eto. Without violently disturbing the 
exisUhg social structure it would be very difficult to introduce a new principle of 
taxation, , . . . ^ 

Mr. ^Mmu Subedar declared that this particular Income Tax Bill would certainly 
not entitle!^ Bir James Ungg to be a great Finanbe Member of this country. Sir 
James came out to India as ,an expert m Income Tax matters, but the main corn- 
plaint of Indian commerce land industry was that Sir James used his oxpeit know* 
ledge at every opportunity in the service and advancement of the inteiests of his 
own Home country rather than those of India. Ever since assuming office the 
Finance.; Member had been effectively trying to create a murky atmosphere by * 
sowing seeds of divisions and doubt and suspicion. 

MsSM, X made it clear .that he was not committing himself in the 

slightest degree to any one of the clauses of the BUI, When the BUI emeiged from 
the Beiect Committee he might have to strenuouly oppose some of the clauses and 

the House to reject thtm altogether but that stage of course would come later. 
:To*^day they had the motion of the Finance Member and as against that, the motion 
for bwchlation moved by Mr. Datta. He recalled the declaration made by an earlier 
t|iat not the intention of any section of the Opposition ro kill this 

;MJi, :,^‘'If;that is so, then let us be friends,*' said Jinnah, addressing to Tieasury 
;'bead^fS.!;*;and'let-jds agree to a time-table which ,wUi 'satisfy all sides. Be djd not 
‘t'h’ihfe; 'Would 'be' possible ‘lor the Finance, Mbmber ,to proceed accbidmg to the ti.me-. , ■ 
jaying^the Beieot ikminiiuee *iaeetmgs i,n iJuly, as a BUI. ot this character 
expected to, bo 'Studied wkh care by ,the public before 'them. 'It was one ' 
opihiCh;oa a wheris' BUI. ol,'8eventy-five’’Cku86S/ ‘Then again there was 
;hd;^^^|3|l:';fhlch;a^8elect Oommittee/motioh 

the need for 'oiroqiation So ’that' thS' members before they ' 
select oommiuec motion,' .'wOttld have'' the views of -the public bffore 
:'the of the 'Bill,' hC pointed out, that the-ratea.’ 

'been ' .meuWoaed"'-in''it, but - , since^' the recommendations ,of the ' 
$mi %9 he^'aecipted-^ lor the^parposci 
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result would be to make flie present suroharge permanent He declared that tbe 

measure was calculated to disrupt »he Hindu joint family. 

Mr. Anantnshayanam Ayynngar severely criticised the clauses which disorimi- 
nated in favour of foreigners, both indi'dduals and companies. In the first place ha 
objected to the definition of the terms ‘-domicile*’ and “residenl” according to which 
a foreigner could spend all his life ia India and yet be not a domicile and thorefoie 
be exempted from taxation on his investnaents ab'oad whereas an Indian would be 
taxed on incomes earned both abroad and at home. The Income Tax Enquiry 
Committee bod specifiO'dly recommended that foreign incomes of for-eigners lesideut 
in India should be assessed. The speaker wanted to know why in this pirtioular 

respect the Bill did not body the expert committee’s recommendation. The Bill to 

all intents and purposes gave exemption to all foreign companies, as it laid down 
that foreign companies “centrally controlled and mannged” were e.xempted. The 
speaker wanted a more comprehensive and consolidated measure. Mr. Ayyangar had 
not concluded when the House adjourned till the 11th. 

11th. APRIL Mr. Bhulubhai Desai^ Leader of the Congress Party, made a 
statement arising out of his conversations with the Finance Member, so that discus- 
sions on the Income Tax Bill might be largely confined to a spefdfio programme to be 
followed with regard to further progress of the Bill. He made it clear that in 
moving for the on dilation of the Bill their intention and object was that they should 
get some time afVr the sitting of the Simla session was over to study the opinions 
received on the Bill, in order that they might be well prepared for the work on the 
select committee. The select committee now appointed would not be called upon to 
meet till the middle of October, and after that assurance by the Oovernmeni the 
Congress Party was agreeable for referring th» Bill to a select committee. So far 
as discussion was concerned, in view of the large number of members who wanted 
to participate in it, it would continue till to-morrow afternoon when he would wind 
up the debate. 

Sir James Origg said that the outline of procedure chalked out by Mr. Besai was 
acceptable to the (5-overnment He also assured tbe House that the Government had no 
intention to rush the Bill through without an adequate opportunity for expression being 
given to all shades of opinion. He fully appreciated the desire of tbe hon. members to 
have an opportunity of studying the opinions before the select committee actually met. He 
wished to make it plain that the select coromittt*ft should conclude its work so as to 
enable the speciiil session of the Assombly to meet in the first half of November in 
Delhi. He was glad to say that the Leader of the Opposition bad assured him that 
the meeting of the committee should not be umliily prolonged and had further assured 
him of every possibility of the committee finishing its work within the time allowed 
for the special session to meet in November. The Fmanoe Member was grateful to 
all the parties in the House for thoir co-operation and he was glad that the Bill was 
now assured of considerations with the maximum amount of oo-operation and with the 
mininium amount of controversy. 

Mr. A. Ayyangar, resuming his speech on the Income Tax Bill, pointed out that 
tbe double taxation relief convention was operating unfairly to India, which had to 
refund Es. 1 orore and 16 lakhs to foreign companies. He criticised the provision 
regarding the aggregation of the income of a husband and wife as in his, opinion it 
would discourage independent earning by women in a country, where women were 
just trying to come out of their eeolusion and where divorce was rare, 

Mr, A, C. Daita, in view of the statements made by tbe Leader of tbe Opposition 
and the Finance Mt^mber, askf^d leave to withdraw his motion for oironlation. 

The House agreed to his request, 

Mr. L» C, Buss, Leader of the European Group, referring to the scene in the 
•Gilbert and Sullivan” opera, in which Sir Buthven Murgatroyd tried to persuade his 
ghostly ancestors that he had lived up to the family reputation of oeing a bad 
baronet and informed them that recently he made a false income tax return. Tbe 
ghosts of the four previous baronets replied one after another ; That is nothing : nothing 
shall ; everybody does that ; it is expected of you,” Mr. Buss also reminded the Bouse 
of Burke’s saying; “To tax and to please, no more than to love and to be wise 
is not given to men.” He therefore warned the Finance Member, that be must not 
expect his popularity in this House not to suto a reasonable decline in the oonrse of 
the debate on this Bill, 

Ml a?. M .Joehi referred to the recommendations of the Taxation 1?!nrmiipv 
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Tfae Government, he declared, had been very indifferent on the subject of income tax 
and very slow in giving effect to the suggestions of the Taxation Enquiry Committee. 
He refuted the argument that fnoome Tax would prevent the entiy of foieign capital! 
If there were avenues of profitable investment in India foreign capital was bound to 
come in spite of income tax but he was not very anxious that foreign capital should 
come to India. As regards the argument that heavy income tax would advoisely 
affect trade and industry, he referred to the condition' in England whm'e trade and 
industry flourished in spite of the incidence of income tax being lieavior llieie He 
expressed himself in favour of the State taking away a good deal of tho surplus 
from the rich because there would then be so much less temptation for people to 
squander money. 

Mr. B, N. Ohaudhury contended that agricultural incomo had been left out because 
tax on agriculture would involve the planting community whom it was tho Goveui- 
menfs intention to save, but he declared that at least GO per cent, of the income of 
planters thus went untaxed, resulting in a loss to his province of Assam of some Rs. 
30 lakhs a year. He urged that retrenchment should go hand in hand with 
taxation. 

^ Mr. Abdul Rashid Chaudhury examined tho Bill at length, and roforrod to the 
failure to amend the exemption clauses of the Act. The Finance Member liad no 
doubt said in his speech that the exemption granted to !ea\’o salaries and pensions 
drawn abroad would go if the Bill was passed substaiitiullv in its present form, but 
the speaker would have liked a provision to that effect being incorporated in tJie Bill. 
He argued that British investments in India wero produoiiig aii incoma of Rs. 65 
crores a year and this amount was escaping taxation. It would have brought Rs 1 
and half crores if taxed, 

Mr. Avinaskilingam Cheitiar urged the deletion of the exemption sections, Boo- 
tion 60 which empowered the Governor-General to exempt various classes of income 
from moome tax was iniquitous and unheard of anywhero except in India. The 
Income Tax Enquiry Committee had held that the power given by this section was 
^consistent with the Government of India Act 19B5. Ho wanted to know whv tho 
included most other recommendations of tho committee in 
the Bill had left out this particular recommendation. Ho declared that tho double 
taxation relief granted to Europeans was most unfair. British investors in China and 
Argentina who were as large in number as in India had been given no such exemption 
by those countries, 

lath. APRIL :--The Assembly to-day agreed to Sir James Gri go's motion for 
‘sinTdle^ Income Tax Amendment Bill to a select Committee and adjourned 

Tirumal Rao opined that executive and judicial functions should not 
be ^ vestjsd m the income tax oflioors as it was opposed to all cannons of 
lunsprudence and was not safe for the assessees. He related several cases of high- 
hanaedness of overxealous income tax officials who in their anxiety to show as large 
Teturns as possible, uneerupulously tyrannised over petty shop-keepers and mouey- 


^ 4/r. Asiahar Alt urged that the Select Committee should thoroughly go into the 
grievances of the assessees and endeavour to eliminale undue hardslnp on them. 
He considered that the Bill sought to give unbridled authority and too much 
autonomy to the income tax authorities which was very danger ous, 

Mr, Alt Khan spoke in favour of the continued inflow of external capital and 
declared that it was not merely not obtainable but a necessaiy and valuable factor 
in assisting the economic development of India. But even assuming this was not true, 
he said, the enormous holdings in the hands of non-Indian nationals could be taken 
over by indmn nationals either by compulsory expropriation, which he suggested no 
one proposed, or by purchasing these securities and investments at far below their ' 
present market value. The effect of this at once would be to depreciate in all the 

count^^^ It would be a blow that 
Sk .1: non-Indian nationals, who had to realise their, holdings 

WRh^the^transa^f^^^^^^ nationals, who would have po direct association 

fST' Pjpposals to aggregate fhe; income of a, husband 

dl‘ the^ Women^s Rights to 


rr*T.r. ♦'JT*''™* .uc guuiMice qi me nemoeis oi tne .enquiry 

powwjtwe on we spoial end econonuo eonditione of the country. Ihe other pososai 
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relating to the undivideO Hindn joiQt family wpg equally ohjVclionaWo. Supposing 
ten members of a joint ITbnhi family earned Ks. *40 or Rs. 50 in diiferent 
places and did not iheiefoie live tof^ether but ncei'Hion«IIy tnolv lie'pftnm tho joint 
propel ty, was it right, he asked, that the bihil amount of ilioir salaries should be 
assessed on the [ilea that it exceeded the miinmum tax-free income of Es. 2, COO. 
This in effect took away from these individuals the benefit of the expraptimi of in- 
comes below Rs. 2,000. It meant taxing poor cL3iks diawing Us. 10 or Rs, 50. 

Mr. H. P. Pandc declared that tho exomiition section lot £>o tlin mightiest in the 
land and oanghi hold of even beggars. As lega^ds fi!mu<'ial to the provinces 

which the Fmance Membor dangled ^ before the IToiise he thought that Sir James 
Gngg was like tho father of ton children who [deadod lio had ton childieu and 
therefore wanted more money, Iho speaker would ask: “Who asked nou to brood so 
many children ?” (Lang tit or). 

Mr. Pniido, pioeeoding, asked the Uonse to tpko it from him that the increased 
rtwenuQ fiom the tax would not he given to tlm [uovineos but w(tn!d bo iiuod by the 
Centre. All sorts rJ duties had been imposed, he orplnhied, only death duties and 
langoti and Oandbi Bab.'i leniain uiitaxed, 

Mi\ K. S, Gupta leforred to the luthle'-s raetho'ls adopted bv tlio Income tax: 
aiitboritii'S in tho districts to hunt out. more sources of income tax and related a 
number of instanocs of malprMOtices by income tax collootois in the villages. H© 
said that tho present Rill contauiod from tho beginning to the end ptmcltios, removing 
altogether tho few privileges that were enjoyed by tho assesKOos under thefuesent Act. 

Mr. aMuI Qhdhi, speaking in Urdu, criticised the jirovision granting unrestricted 
right to the income tax inspf^ctois to soaich an as.sesspes’s house. Evfuj in a criminal 
case when tho police searched a house, it was reqiiiiel that witness slionld be pre- 
sent dining tho seaich, but tlitu'e was no such provision in the case of seaicbes for 
the purposes of income lax assi’ssnicnt Tho spoakor also objected to tlio section pro- 
viding for the inclusion of the wife’s inoomo in that of the husband for tho purpose 
of assessment. Tins was inhu’ference with tho Muslim personal law. 

Mr, Bkulabhai Leader of tho Congress Party, winding up tim d<d)ate on 

behalf of the Ofiposition lodged an emphatic protest, agamst the Finance Member try- 
ing to pistify his B 11 on tho ground of tho Niemoyor waril. Ho was not firepared 
to aceepr the new taxation uro[n sod on the ground that the proceeds went to tho 
benent of tho provinces.^ Justification for this Btll must iboreforo be sought on an 
examiUHtioii of the [irovlsious of tho Hill iisidf. Lie hoped that all iiitorcsicd persons 
in’ght bu able to oxjinisH their views on the bill freely. The House would not agree 
ass'S^ariee being given to tho provinces by extractive* methods of taxation which it 
appeared was tho purpose of this Bill and the speaker desonbi»d it as “robbing Peter 
to give rani”. The Finance Member had quoted eight firovincial Finance ministers 
and showed considerable solicitude for the need of providing funds for tho nation- 
buildiug ^tivitios in the proviuct^s. Mr. Desai said it was something pleasing to leara 
taut the Govir'rnmoiit of India, at least so late as now, iiad realised this aspect of the 
problem. Being fully alive to the situation as depicti^d by tho Finance Mtimhar, Mr. 

House against being misled with regaid to the im[»lioiilions of the 
Bill ihey must tread wanly in considering the real meaning of the alluiing phrase 

used by the Finance Member’s “Anti- tax dodging-device,’ Jf this phrase 

meant that tho existing Act was defective and then there wore weakness in the 
and that it ri'quircd tightening up, he was entirely at one 
witn iifm. But under cover of avoiding tax-dodging dovicos if it was intended to 
nod new soiuce of income winch wore not mcludod in the originaf Act, he would 
have to think twice before agreeing to it 

Hero aMi*. pesai dreiv the attention of the Governmont to the four main sources 
Whereby the Indian exchequer at present lost considerable sums of money. Firstly, 
he asked why exemption should be allowed in resjiect of pensions and other pay- 
I? .^Euglaud ; secondly, notific,itioos issued under Section 60 were most 
unjustmuoio, tniidly, ..he omission of non-domioiled foreign assessecs under the present 
fourthly, double taxation relief. Closing these loopholes the Finance 
Member could h^e another Es. 1 crore. Mr. Bi'Sai pointed out that his suggestions 
were far more effective to fulfil Sir James GHgg^s desire and solicitude to help the 
pro^nc^ than the extractive method of taxaifon of an already over-taxed Indian. 

various sections of the Bill. So far os the slab 
sympathetic with the Finance Member and gave his 
sitpporc to It On the question of submitting oompalsory returns he preferred to be 
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cautious. There were numerous small assessees, he said, whose profits from business 
weie on the border line of taxable income, which could not be measured in any 
scieiitifio way, It would be unfair to tax them with penalty for failuie to submit 
correct retui ns. Keterriog to the fear expiessed in some quaiteis that foieign 
capital would fly out of India owing to excessive taxation, the speaker said he had 
no such apprehension at all. He hoped that the Select Committee would meet in good 
humour m Simla. 

The House then adjourned 'sine die\ 
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Keshav 

154 Shriicant, Mr, Laxmidas 

Mangaldas 

155 SiDDiQui, Mr. Ismail Hasan 

156 Singapore Mr. Ahmed Ebrahim 

157 SONGAVKAR, MR. SAVLARAM 

Gundaji 

158 SUGANDHL Mr. MURIGOPPA 

Shiddappa 

159 Talkar, Mr. Kamalaji Ragho 

160 Thakor, Mr. Balvantrai 

Parmadrai 

iGi Thor AT, Mr. Rao Saheb 
Bhausaheb 

1C2 Thube, Rao Bahadur Vithalrao 
Laxmanrao 

163 Thuse, Mrs Lakhmibai Ganesh 

164 Tulpule, Mr. Hari Vithal 

165 Tyabji, Mrs. Fazi B. 

166 Vagiiela, MR. Bhaijibhai 
Ukabhai 

167 Varalb, Mr. Balwant Hanmanx 

168 Vartak, Mr. Govind Dharmaji 

169 ViNCHOORKAR, SARDAR NaRAYAN- 
RAO GANPATRAO 

170 VYAS, MR. ISHVARLAL KaLIDAS 

171 Wadekar, Mr. Eaghunath 

Balkrishna 

172 Wagh, Mr. Pueshottam 

Wasudeo 

173 Walvekar, Mr. Balaji 

Bhawansa 

174 'Wandrbkar, Mr, Dattatraya 
N athoba 

175 Ywp Abdulla, Khan Bahadur 



Proceedings of the Assembly 

Janua!^ Sesiiom—BcssQbay — lOtb. Jaamry to 5th. Febnaary 1938 

OFFiotAL Bills 

The January session of Hio Bombay Lpf'islfilivn Asaombly comraonoGci at Bombay 
on the 10th. January 1938. Three Goveriinii^nt measures, fust a Bill designed 
to prevent the evasion of taxation, and two other Bibs relating to the Bombay 
Municipal Act, were passed bj” the Rouse. One of the measures sought to extend the 
life of the Corporation by a y-^ar in oid-w to enable tho Go^'ernmont to revise 
the constiintion of tho Bombay Municipaiity with the object of jdauiiig it on a more 
democratic basis. 

Official OppusinoN to ri 50 PRATJox 

Mr. B, B, KJipr, the Ptomier, in movii.g next h‘s Tpsointinn opposing Federation, 
requested the Centml Oovernment to n quest the Rritush Goven.mcnt not to impose it 
on this Province. Mi. Kher in the conise of a spoet li said thr.t tlieio weie no two 
opinions in the country regarding tho F«d«*ra1ion and that all paitits wire iinnnimons, 

Mr. <7. P. Pramhlp (European) said that the qnnstien of Federation had been 
discussed at length. If it was not aiuM^ptabh*, ho osmuI, wlint was the other alterna- 
tive proposed. Peisoiially, ho buhevod that Fodonitlon would ururc India more 
closely and firmly. 

nth. JANUAPY Tho Assembly io-day passed Mr. J?. (?. iST// er’ii rosohition 
opposing tho intreductiou of Foiiwatiori by a big majority, Membcrf^ of the Moslem 
Ijengue, the Democrat io Swaraj ami ludopendent Parties suppoitoil the resolution 
while the Frogiossive Party opposed it 

Mr. Janmadas <lf. rauso-l a point of order and stated tint tho rosolntiou 

was ultra vires as it was only four months since a similar motion was discussed and 
passed by the Assembly. Mr. MdPa saul th it the rusuin^iDfi of Mr. Kher at tho 
Poona session on the Constituent Assem ly piovoked a similar discussion as a result 
of an amendment moved by a member. According to the btanding Order, Mr, Mi'hta 
said, no resolution which was suhstautiully the same as moved twelve mouths before, 
should be psHSod by the Hunse. 

The Speaker ^ over ruling tho objection, hold that tho former resolution on tho 
Constituent Assembly was different from the resolution on Foderatiou. The amond-* 
ment in question was merely incidental, 

M'. K, A/. Mumhi, Mii isler for Daw aud Order, sunporting tho resolution, con- 
tend«'d that a F*><leration must essentially be a unmn o’f tlio people over whom tho 
central power h.id authority. 'Hio Fodeial Rtato must huvo direct legal relations with 
all citizens. They must enjoy equality of hiatus and protecti»>n. Pederatiou, ho said, 
could he thought of iu terms of tho citlztins who const ituhjd the nation as a social 
unit consisting oC human beings possoused of pnlilioal rights. But the Federation 
contemplated by the India Ant did not know the fimdamouial rights, for it bad in 
it no citizens having direct rohitimm with it. Tho residents of tho provinces did not 
elect repro.sentivos dtrefdly to tho Federal legislature and the residents of the States 
had no loeus' stamU. Further, irufiortaot subjects like tho Army, Foreign Affairs, 
the lieserve Bank and the Railway Boaid were not within its purview, while oven in 
the limited field of its activities the power of the Governor-Uoneral was supreme. 
The country was now demanding a couHtiiuent assembly. Mr. Munshi warnod the 
House that any attempt to impose Federation against the will of the people would 
be short-sighted stuiesmanship. 

Abolition of Titles 

Mr. Khcr next moved a resolution oxpressing tho opinion that conferring of titles, 
honour and titular distinction on any povson in the ProviiH-e by His Majesty or the 
Bovernor-Generui be discontinued. He said that in tho Dominions like Canada and 
South Africa titles have already boon abolished. The bestowal of titles was a prero-< 
gative of the Grown, but it was for the Ministers to make recommendations. He 
said the practice of conferring titles was observed more often than not for political 
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purposes. And that this created uancoessary class consoioiisaess and snobbery. lu 
conferring titles there should be no consideration other than hamm. But this had 
not been the practice and therefore his Governraent was opposed to confernug of 
titles. The debate had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

EeCOONITION of tTBADB UNIONS 

JANUARY : — Mr. S. B. Jlmbwala moved to-day a Bill to provide for tho 
recognition of registered trade unions m tho Piesidency. The statcjiaeat of objects and 
reasons of the Bill said that the recogiitiou o£ trade unions by the employers wore 
bound to create a boaithy aimosphera beiwo-Jii eiaployers and the employees. 

Mr. 8, D, Saklitvala and Mr. SanJcerlal Baluhhai (Bombiy and Ahmedabad 
Millowners’ reprebootatives respectively) anti Mr. M, 0. Ghia of the Indian Merchants 
Chamber, opposed tho Bdl. They mniiitaiiiod that certain provisiotis such as tho 
right to collect union subscription, tho right to hold mcenngs wiihm the piomises, of 
employment and the right of unions to hold joint mi-etiui^s with employers to discuss 
their grievances, wore all impossible conditions, as they would obstruct the normal 
procedure of work. Furthermoic, according to tho ojcisting law, seven poisons could 
form a union and cousoqaently an employer might be contiolled with half a dozen 
unions. 

Mr. QuHarilal Nmida, pailmmontery secretary to tho Premier, on behalf of tho 
Government oppos'‘d tlie Bill. He, however, said that the GoviTunaent’s opposition to 
the measure should not be construed as antipathy towards the principle of the 
measure It was his firm conviction, that if the Bill was passed it would defeat the 
very object of the mover, namely, tho strengthening of tho trade union move* 
meat. It would S(;atter tho forces of labour aud create disunity among workers. The 
Bill would also enable the employers to set one group of workers against another. 
He drew attention to the Government’s policy already enunciated and the labour 
inquiry at present in progress and said that the Gcveramenl hoped to place shortly 
before the House a comprehensive labour programme. 

Minister Condemns Violence 

lath. JANUARY i-A defonoe of the Government’s action regarding the measures 
taken at Ahmr'danad and Sliolapur to combat violence in connexion with the industrial 
trouble was made by Mr. AT. M, Munshi^ Homo Minister, in the Assembly to-day. 
Mr, Munshi made li clear that tho Govornmeat believed in bona Ude trade unionism, 
which was absolutely necessary as an agency for collective bargaining, but he could 
not allow political vandalism to masquerade as trade unionism. 

Replying to criticisms regarding the promulgation by the Government of section 
144 of the Criminal Piooodure Cede and the Criminal Lw Amondraeiit Act in those 
two places, Mr, Munshi said that a series of violent incidents compelled the Govera- 
meat to take action. Attempts were made on behalf of the strikers at Ahmedabad to 
use violence so as to intimidate tlio workers. Oases of the loyal workers bemg 
beaten were reported and women carrying meals to the workers in one of the mills 
were abused and threatened by the people belonging to the Hod Flag organisation. 

Referring to the application of the Oiimiual Law Amendment Act, the Home 
Minister oxplainei that this was the only means by winch the police could have 
taken coguizanee cl the offence of criminal intimidation without the aggrieved party 
making a report on the iucidonts, which was always not likely. Mr. Munshi pointed 
out that even after the application of the Criminal Law Amendinent Act criminal 
intiraidation would have to be proved in the ordinary course before a proper tribunal. 

Referring to Sholapur he said that the Criminal Tribos Act applied to certain 
classes of people who were addicted to systematic commission of non-bailable ofeuces. 
The Government had appointed a commiUee to inquire into the question but mean- 
while a virulent campaign inciting the inmates of the Settlement to break the laws 
was earned on. The speeches of these leaders made it clear that their object was 
not to alleviate the lot of the crimmai tribes but to prepare the ground for a general 
strike to serve their political ends. 

Mr, Munshi narrated how, when section 144 was relaxed, trouble again started and 
the Government were co/npelled to promulgate the order again. 

Alter six hours* debate the Assembly postponed $im dk Mr. B E. Jhahi&Ms Bill 
to provide lor the reooguition of regietered trade unions in the Presidency. 
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Abolition of Titled (Contd.) 

18th. JANUARY Tbo Assembly to-day passed tho resolution moved by Mr. B, 
G, Kher^ the Premier on the lllh. expressing the opinion that the conferring *oI titles 
of honour or tiliilar distinction on any person in the piovmco by the King or tho 
Governor-Goneral should be dificontiuiied. 

Amendments to tho proposition urging that tho titles already bestowed should bo 
surrendered, that the people retaining tho titles should bo doprived of tho rights of 
citizenship and that the titles should not be indiscriminatuiy conferred, were all 
thrown out. 

After a heatod debate, tho motion was pressed to a division when 08 voted for 
the motion, noue voting against it Moslem Longue members, though they 
opposed the proposition and sought to amend it, did not partici[)ato in the voting. 

Local Board’s Amend. Bill 

A Bill seeking to abolish nomination to all local boards with provision for elective 
rejjresentation of Banjans and backward (dassos by rosarvation of seats on tho popu- 
lation basis with joint electorates, and giving option to Moslems in any Moslem cons- 
tituency to have joint electorates if they so desired, was moved by Mr. L. iV. Patil^ 
Minister, Local Self-Governmont. 

Mr. A. M, K, Dehlavi^ Loader of tho Moslem Luigue Paity and Dr. D, 
Amhedkar^ Leader of the Indepemlont Labour Parly, opposed tlifi Bill. Mr. K, 
Munshi^ Home Minister emphasized that tho Bill did not run counter to the Oom- 
munai Award. The discussions had not ooucluded when the House adjourned for tho clay. 

Membeiis’ Bight to Adjouhnment Motions 

Idtli. JANUARY That the ripjit to movo adjonnimmii motions was not an 
absolute one which a member could exf«i‘ciso iiTospcctivu of and without referonco 
to the rights and convenienoo of tho whole IIouso was tho view pressed by Mr. 
Mavalankar^ the Speaker, in tho Assembly to-day. 

The ruling was occasioned by Mr. Jamnadm Mehta's ro<iuest to the Speaker to 
revise previous ruliugs with regard to the moving of such motions. Mr. Mehta’s 
case was that the right to move an adjournment motion was a didinitc right. In tho 
case of a resolution tho right oonsistod only in tabling it, tho acuta! right of moving 
it being only problematic. Tho test of ur^’oucy as hlthorto applied substituted a 
definite right by a problomatic ouo. If tho right* to movo an adjournment w^as doniod 
the only course left open to a mombor was to move a motion of no-confidonco in 
tho Govern mout 

Mr. Mavalankat in his ruling said that though tho right to movo an adjournment 
was considered one of tho fundamental rights ot a morabor, oxperioneo indicated tho 
need of placing upon that power some restriction. Tho formal moving of adjournment 
was a tactical method of introducing a now matter into the day’s work and had been 
gradually hut steadily discouraged. The tendency in the various legislatures, including 
the House of Commons, had neon to restrict it. While in tho liouso of Commons 
adjournment motions were hardly more than six a year in uumbor, tho Bombay 
Assembly received 13 motions of adjournment during the first session and nino in 
the present session. The right to movo an adjournment was a qualified right with 
the corresponding ob igation of seeing that the more desire to discuss tbo subject on 
the fioor of tlio House- however important and far-reaching consequences it might 
havo— should not interfero as far as possible with the fixity of tho day’s programme. 

Local Board’s Amend. Bill (Coktd.) 

22nd. JANUARY Three walk-outs were staged in the Assembly to-day when 
the Bill to amend the Bombay Local Boards Act oamo up for discussion. 

Moslem League members, headed by Bit A. K. M, Behlavi^ staged a walk-out as 
a protest against tho Bill to-day. They^were followed by l)r, Ambedhar and members of 
the Independent Labour Party who were in turn followed by Mr. £>. W. Baut and 
five members of the people’s Feasants Paity* 

Mr. 0. AT. Phadahe moved an amendment to delete tho ^tioa clause. The 
amendment was defeated by 73 votes to 38. After this Sir A. JK M. Dehlmi made 
a brief statement opposing the Bill and led all the members of the Moslem League of 
the Houi^e* ^ 
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Dr. Amheikar look Gjreootioa to iho term Harijan in the Bill and yaid that as the 
wishes of the Iii'leponcljul Labour Paity hud not heoa asoorfaiaed, members of his 
party would waik-u>‘^ 

Thoui^h tho Pr<‘ia!er, Mr. B. G, Khar ^^ave tho assurance that the Govornmenl 
wore only atterardin/'’ to remove oertnin ohnf^xious leaiuros and were always prepared 
to co-oporate with all pa''ties, Dr. Atnhedkar stated that the word Harnan had now 
acquired an uawimted {jigailiuanoo and tho mombors of the parly walked out as a 
protest. 

Mr. Eaut and his ijolleagues left as a protest against tho rejection hy the Govorn- 
mont of an amend muut to tiio eliect ihiit there slioaid be a reservation of seats for 
minorities 

After the walk-out by the Moslem mombors, tho Premier explained that, though 
tho (rovornment ind triod thuir best to aooommodnto tho wislios of tho Moslem 
Lnaguo party and ha<l oirereil fair and reasonable forms, tliey had all bi‘ou tu rneil 
down Thore was no jiiRtificaiiou fur coniitict.iig tlie provisions of tho Bill with the 
Communal Award. Ho also stated that when the princifiles of tho Bill had been clis- 
cussod tho option clause hadaotually lioen suggested by the Mr>sIom League momljcrs. 

Mr, K, JM MH?h9h‘f\ Minister for Law and ()«der, de]dored tho attitude of tht.* 
Moslem League members. During tho p^st t\yo davs, he said, tho Govornmunt had 
tried thoir utmost to bring about a satisLictory agreoruent, 

HAIiMANS’ RlUill' TEHrLK-ExTUV 

24th. JAUARY :--The AsKOinbly to-day reft»iiod to a select committee tho Bill 
introduced by Mr. IC o'. Munahi^ Home Min.aror, s^.cking to remove the difUculticy 
in the way of the trustees of Hindu temples to tbiow op*m tcm]dos to harijaus. Mr. 
Munslii also introduced a Bdl to provide relief to small liohlcrs. 

2Stli. JANUARY A motion fur tho adjournment of tho debate on tho Bill to 
provide tomporary relief to small holdors of land was reji^eted this aftiumoon by the 
Assembly without a division. The mover of tho motion submitted that ho had given 
notice of two ameuflraonts which wore before the Govoruer awaiting sanction, and 
until Ills Exccdloiicy’s decision was roceived disctissiou of the Dill should not bo 
procoeded with. 

Mr. K. M, Munshiy lEome Minister, opposing iho adjourument, pointed out that as 
the Dill was being lei’orrod to a select committee all amundmonts could be considerod by 
the coinmitteo. 

Tho Bill was rohirrod to a select commitfeo* Representatives of the Moslem 
League, the ludependunt Labour Pai'ty and tho Peasants’ Party withdrew thoir names 
as a protest against the Govornment’s refusal to inciudo Mi*. 8* K Parulekar on the 
liommitteo. 

NoN-oij*raAL RjssonuauoNs 

27tJi. JANUARY : —The Assembly passed with a minor amendment, Mi% K, 0. 
Gokhale 8 resolution recommending to tho Uovornment to issue instructions to all 
Government and municipal bodies iu the Presidency to insert in contracts and agree* 
s^i^^Pldiers of stores a clause to the effect that tho sufipliers ooncornod 
siiall aflord every facility to Indian apprentices for practical training in factories, 
workshops and ofTieos to enable tho apprentice to acquire knowledge of tho industrial 
technique. 

A rosolution recommending iho Government to grant a sufEoiont number of 
scnolatships to Mohummodau aud scheduled class students in primary and other 
schools in the rrosidonoy was also j)assed. 


28ili. JANUARY Mr. J, B. BiiiUq moved a resolution to-day recom- 
mending to thtt^ Government that tho knowledge of Moslem culture being essential to 
every Moslem m bis or her daily life, tho teaching of the Quoran and Smm should 
M&nry for Moslem boys and girls in schools aud colleges in tho Ere- 

Mr. Patel (Oongross), mpvod an amendraeni to tho effect that the resolution should 
be so worded as to be applicable to all religions regarding respoorive ouitures. 

The House passed a ^ resolution moved by Mx*s. Leelmati Mimaki urging tho 
appointment of a committoe to investigate the oausos of the widespread unemploy- 
mmt m the Fresidenoy, and suggest measures for immediate relief, 
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By 60 to 20 voten the House reject6<l Mr. «/. H. JabhmHln's rcsolutif 3 ii urWnir 
tlie establishment of emplojment bureaux whoso I'uuotiou it should be to keep re'uiiar 
registers of the uueinployed people m tho Prortiileaoy iind fiud out suitable emulov- 
ment for them, ^ ^ 


^ 29fch. JANUARY :-Tho Assembly referred the Money-lemJerh’ Bill to a select com- 
mittee. Mr. KM, Homo Minister, announced riiat the Dili bo circulated amonr^ 

commercial bodies, woikfus’ ori^amzations and others to elicit opinion, Tho select 
committee has been askod to su limit its loport within two months. 

Bombay .Kubal Beuek Rill 

4l!i. FEBRUARY The Assembly hold a tuvivo-hour Kcssion from 31 a m to 
n p. m. to-day with hnef intiu-vals, to (liS}toso of the soconcl and third roadinas of the 
Bill which provide temjn.r.uy rtdiof to small iiolc'ers. A*i the G,'! amendments tabled 
by the Opposition wore defratiHl. Th»‘ BiJ! provides relnd* fo imldeis having six acres of 
irrigated land or eighteen ueres of oihor hind. Tho ivmd is pending the introduction 
of peimaneut measuieH to deal with iiiial liidebtedness bv staviiu*' hji* one vear oil 
decrees for tho attachment of lands. ' ” ^ 


A Resume of iiie sessio.v 

5tli. FEBRURRY The Coaneil was proroffned to-day aflor parsing iho Bill to 
remove cortain disabilitjea of Hanjans in the matter of woiship in temples. 

Seven official Bills were passed by the piesent session of tho Assemblv, The 
House, on several oeeasioiis, sat coiiiiuumislv for 12 hmirs. 

Of tlio Bills |.asR,4 iliri;c, nwiifly, the 'Lfcia liottifis Bill, tho Miiiuciiial Bill atid 
tho Bombay City Municipal Bill received the assent of the Govoinor. 

The Money-leiidois’ Bill was ruf(3.rod to a select cornmitlco, while the Preba- 
tionnry Offendms’ Bill was not yet (iass(‘d by the Upper Bousil 

The Templo-mitry BjII was passed by botli iho Houses and was awaiting 
tho Governor's asscut. 


Budfget Se2sioii-*"Boinbay— -25111. February lo 6tb. May 1938 


IOKANCUL HrATEMENT FOK tOnS-Bil 


on 


lis* 40.81 lakhvS, receipts being Rs. 3,209,09 lakhs 


FEBRUARY Tho Budget BcBHmn of Iho As.scmbly commenced at Bi'mlmv 

The Budget shows a tieficit of 
and expenditure Os. 1,349,84 lakh.s. 

^ The aims of the Government, said the Minister, had been to give relief to the 
impovciished musses to educate the ignoiant. and backward, to relievo them fiom 
causes of distress w'hich wen? beyond their contiol and to enable them to aconirc 
confidence in themselves. Whether it w’-as the village panchayat or forest laws, 
whether It was education or agriculture, whether it was atiti-dnnk measures or iho 
tobacco duty, the priiKdpal object of the Budget w^as to improve tho lot of the weak 
and to strengthen them in their strnggitj ft^r a bettor life. The Government could 
not mint new rupees or print new cuirenoy notes. All the money they could get 
was by readjustment and by such taxation as only touched the pockets of those 
who could aifurd to pay. 

Mr, Ltd bo expeptod an additional sum of Bu. 8 lakhs tBs. 5 lakhs from the new 
electricity duty and Hs. 3 lakhs from tho amendment of 8tamp Butv). He stated 
that tho Govm-i^imt were inq.uiring into tho quostton of further taxation of tho 
Western India Turf Club and tho allied question of rogalating the affairs of the 
club in the interest of the public. Though tho inquiries were incomplete, the Govern- 
ment expected to get nearly Es. S lakhs as revenue from this source. 

The retail sales ta* on tobacco, and the enhanced tobacoo-lioenoe foe in B<imbay 
and the pi‘ban areas were expected to bring in an additional Bs. 1 lakh thus making 
a total of Es. 12 lakhs of additional revemio. which would be spent as follows: 

8.93.000, prohibition Bs. 1,§0.W0, agriculture and co-operation Rs* 
mduatries Bs. 20,000 and ayurvedic and uaaai education Bs. 2 l,000. 
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Mr. Lathe, in conclasioD, said “I trust that the House will not expect from its 
Government a transformation of age-long conditions by a magic wand. The only 
way open to the Goverameiit is the one wo have taken and if the response we ask 
for from the public is as generous as we hope it will be, the educational and ame- 
liorative schemes which the budget is dosigned ^to finance will create strength iu our 
masses. 

Oexeual Disotissiotr of Budget 

26lii. FEBRUARY :->The shortest sitting of the Assembly, lasting only 20 minutes, 
was held this moniiug »when members of the Opposition refused to discuss the 
Budget proposals and the fcJpeaker, after waiting for a few mi lutes, adjourned the 
House until Isl, March. 

l«t. MARCH Severe critioisni by the Opposition membors of the first Congress 
GoYernraent’s budget was the main feature of the first day’s general debate in the 
Assembly to-day. Mr. J^imnadnB Mehta characterized the budget as an attempt to 
finance tlie Oongress Party rather than help the masses. 

The Fiuun ‘10 Moiisiot’s sp'^odi showed that he had made greater provision for 
expenditure than hid been shown in the budget. The Opposition members, as the 
custodians of the interests of the m'Ople, could not agree to this last minute change. 
Mr. Mehta regretted that the Finance Minister had given a cold douche to the 
question of reduction of land revenue, compulsory primary education and village 
water supply. 

Mr. S, o’. Jhnbwala said that; whatever crt‘ditablo points were noticeable m the 
budget went to the Opposition. Mr. 8. L, Karnndikar urged the speeding up of 
prohibition, and Mr. Akhtar llassan Mirza objected to taxation of tobacco. 

2nd. MARCH the Governmeut have not been able to place before the 

House schemes for tackling tlie several problems before the provinces, it is because 
they are tackling for the fiist time great problems in a radical and in 
some oases a rovolutionary manner,” declared Mr. A, B. Lathe, Finance 
Minister, replying to the general debate on the budget in the Assembly to-day. 
Befening to suggestions for raising a loan in view of the cheapness of money, the 
Finance Ministor su’d as long as Bombay was indebted to the Government of India— 
and this would coutiimo to be so for forty five years or more — they could not raise 
loans without the Government of India’s pormissiou. Whea their schemes for tackling 
different problems wore ready they might approach the Government of India for 
floating a loan so as to oflectivoly tackle these schemes. 

Mr. B. G. Kher, Premier, pointed out how desfiite the fall in excise revenue the 
Government had provided au additional sum of Bs. 34 lakhs for education. 

Voting on Budget Demands 

7th. MARCH : -The Assembly to-day rejected by 7d votes to 42 Mr. Jammdm 
Mehta^s adjournment motion to discuss the Government’s action in ‘^iutoife.iug with 
the iridepon ionce of the High Court of Bombay” by suspending the sentenue uf two 
prisoners after tlie High Court had passed those sentences and had rejected the 
application made for their suspeiisiou. ... , 

The two prihoaers in question wore first couvioted by the Chief Presidency Ma- 
gistrate, Bombay, under the Prevention of Gambling Act, and fined Es. 1,000 ouch. 
They appealed to the High Gourt, but the High Court erihaiieod the sentence, apart 
from the fine, to six moritlis’ imprisonment. 

Mr. /T. M. MwiehU Minister for Law and Order, in his reply, saiddhat once a 
High Court had oonvicled a mao he became a prisoner of the Government. The 
Oovernmont were authoiizHd to release prisoners by suspending for the time their 
sentences if a oaso for their roJease was made out. 

The two persons whoso sentences were suspended for 15 days only had exteusiva 
business all over the country. They were released after good security had been 
obtained in order to enable thorn to settle their business afairfSi. 

The Tobaoco Binii 

Earlier the House passed the first reading of the Tobacco BEIL 

Sfch, MARCH Amid complaints and oounter-oomplaintB from Opposition and 
Government benches that neither party showed any consideration for the other, the 
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Bombay Tobacco Bill wont tbrongli its second and third readings in the Assembly 
to-day* Sir A M. K. Bchlnvi, louder of the Opposition, opposed the third. reading of 
the Bill and declared that tlie attitude of the Govonirnoat was not one of “beg, borrow 
or steel, but give ns money ” 

Mr* Jmnnadas Mehla also opposing “the Bill said^ that the Government did not 
disclose the purpose for which the tax was being loYied. 

Mr. Morarji Desni, Revenue Minister, refuted the charge that the Government 
were flouting the opinion of the Opposition. Tho Government tvero only carrying out 
the progiarame on which they entered offleo, and no memhor of tho OppOvSilion could 
wit^ justification say that tlie Ouveriiniont should not carry ou< its prograramo when- 
over helpful suggestions were made by the Opposition, tho Govonmient always accept- 
ed them. 

Replying Mr. H. B. Lathe, Finance Minister, warned tho fnnmdars that, unless 
they justified their oxistfusco in tho prf‘si*nt socifdy, their days of jiossosshig alienated 
lands were numbered. Mr* Mahajnni (Poona) dosiri'd to know what tho Oovornmenl 
expected of tho Inamdars, Mr. titone {European) advised the [nomdars not to walk 
into the web woven by tho Government. Tho Fithince Minit^fer declared that what 
he said to the Inamdars was as a friend and not as a bohovor in the theory that 
none should have private proiioity. 

VoTJNfi ox BuiiuKT Demands 

lOlb. MARCH Tho Assembly after two days’ dohafo voted the. demand for a 
o'rant of Rs. Oi lakhs under general administration, Hir A, M, K. Dehalvi^ tho 
Leader of the Opposition, asked the Government to adininistc^r the provirujo in tho 
interest of all and not in the* intoro.st of tho Congress only. Mr. Jamnadiw Alchta 
declared that tho Opfiosition was diHappoinrol that tho Govornminit had failiMl to fulfil 
their election ]jlodgos. Tho Pmmm\ rojdying, ploadoil p;uilt.v to tho charge if it meant 
that tho Government woro giving nifoct to projocls which wore dear lo tho hearts 
of the Oongvoss Governmonts, 

nth. MARCH An assuranco that the iaxpayors’ money would not ho spent on 
Congress propaganda was given by Mr. K, M, MwmhU Minister for iz/iw ami Older, 
in the Assembly to-day whiui replying to the dohato raisfjd by Hir yt, DMavi on tho 
proposed voUmlenr organijsiition to bo set up in the rrosi<}(‘n(:y. 

When Mr, htun&hi movml lor a .urani of Rk. l,,'li.(>0,0r)0 for tlio Police fb^paitment^ 
Sir A, Dehhm TCtumHl a cut mothui socking tho iluletion of tho pi o vision of h*s. 2r»,(i0() 
For starting a volnnt(»er organization. 

Sir A. DMavi said that at a time when there was no (‘nuM‘»':oiu‘y or any internal 
disorders, such as the country hud wjtness<*d a few years ago, there siiouid ha no ntM'd 
for the proposed organisation, lie nsHorted that tho ofiosition rightly feared that 
this move formed part of one of th<^ many nttompts made by tliq Oongn'ss to furthm* 
its own propaganda, Mr. B, //. Jhahwnln supporhfd tlio cut motion and said that he 
had his own doubt as to how the organisation, would be uiilised. ^ Tho CiOV(‘rnraont 
might frooly utilijzo the force for breaking up stiikcs and other political and economic 
demoastrations with which tho GovermiuMit did net sympathize. 

Mr* Mumhi said there was no Intontion whatsoever on tho pnrt of tlio Government 
to spend taxpayor.s’ mont^y on a Congress volunteer crops, Dior was it the nilenliou 
of the Govornment to place tho force under a privato agency. Tho proposed volunteer 
force would form part and parcel of the polioo force. Tho prime object was to help 
the polioo in times of emergonoy and, secondly, to associato tho citizens in the work 
of muiutainiiag civic peace. Tho proposed s<jhemo had been welcomod iiy tho gmoral 
public and the Government of India themselves had sponsored a similar scheme some 
time ago, Tho object was, as explained In tho Government of India resolution, “for 
the acceSBion of .strength and exploiting tho educational value and oo-oporation of tlio 
public with a view to encouraging tho civic senBo.’’ Tho rooruitment to tho volunteer 
organization would bo made by tho police authorities in the same way as police ro^ 
oruitmeni The men of the crops would bo controlled , and drilled by the polico. The 
details ol the scheme woro not yet comidote, Tho Inspoctor-Genoral of Police was 
being consulted and tho Govornmont would shortly publish the rules and regulations 
governing the rooniitment and condiiot of tho members of the proposed organization. 

The cut motion was defeated by an overwhelming majority. 

, MARCH Speaking on a cut motion in respect of the grant for Bombay 
Oity Police in the Assembly to**day Mr« K. M* Jsims^ Home Minister, appealed to 
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tlio House not to briug ia communal considerations so far as the police wore concern- 
ed. He said the only consideration for the poUuo was effilciencY. Ho added that 
compared with the poHoo foroo in other lag cities of India, the Bombay force was 
undermanned. Besides, many people did not realise that Bombay had its own under- 
world— insufficiently controlled— composed of classes of people who committed ewy 
sort of crime. It was. therefore, necessary to maintain a big police force. 

Sir A> M. K, DMavi, who moved tho cut motion, said that, whilst members from 
other minority communities had a fairly good representation in the police force, 
Moslems lagged behind. Tho out motion was declared lost 

*‘Tho gramophone is certainly an instrument which sometimes leads to a terrible 
nervous broablown, Sometimo ago I was disturbed every morning by my neighbours,” 
said Mr. K, Mmshi^ opposing another out motion, moved to raise a debate on restric- 
tions on city restaurants. 

The Opposition tirged tlio Government to remove tlio restrictions imposed on res- 
taurants situated in the mill areas over closing time and also over tho 

playing of music, 

Hth, MARCH ]\Ir. Janmadas Mehta moved a cut motion <Rs. 100) in the 
Assembly to-day when llio irrigation grant camo up for discussion. He drew 
the attention to ' the need for incorporating in tht? Budget a brief balance shoot of 
various irrigation schoraes every year. 

Mr, M, Nurie, Minister for Public Works, said that the Government had no 
intention to conceal any facts in the Buiigot and that they would do everything to go 
into the details of irrigation schomos within a resonablo time, whereupon the motion 
was withdrawn, 

ISth, MARCH Mr. lil K Nurie^ Minister of ihiblio Works, moved for a grant’ 
of Us. 82,610,00 under the iioad Irrigation. Tho <iomand was passed by C8 votes to 41* 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta^ on behalf of tho Oppo.sition, contested tho provision of Rs. 
12,500,00 for various schemes of irrigation and public w'urhs on the ground that when 
doilnite schemes wore ready, the Governmont could ask for snpplcmoutary grants. At 
present there wore no doiinito sohenies. 

Mr. Nurie^ replying, said that there w’tis a prmibllity of famine breaking out in 
certain districts if 'the GovornmeurH schemes tvero hindered by refusal of tho uemand, 

22nd. MARCH .’--That a mombor who has been hitherto speaking in English can 
speak in any other language provided lio feels ho cun ejcpress himself bettor in that 
language was the ruling given by Mr. Mtvalankar, tho Bpeakor, fo-day, 
while a out motion to discuss the road construction policy of the Uovernmoni 
was ixuder considtiration. 

Mr* AH Bahadur began to speak in Urdu. The 8(»oaker desired to know 

if the member proposed to speak in future in Urdu. Mr. Khan nudied that ha 
could express himself bettor in Urdu so far as tins subject under <janHideration was 
conoorned. A member raised a point of order regarding a previous ruling that anyone 
who had once spoken in English could not sjujak in any other Indian language. 

Tho Speaker said that recently a ruling on the matter hud been given by the 
Speaker of the United Provinces Assembly and also by Bpoakers of other Provincial 
Assemblies, permitting morabors who had hitherto spoken in English to speak in 
any other language. Though lie was not bound by i\mm rulings ho felt that ho 
should consider tho wholo question afresh and give a final rultag in tiie matter* 
Meanwhile, ho allowed Mr. Khan to speak in Urdu. 

24tl)i, MARCH Discussion on demands for further grants were taken up by the 
Assembly to-day. Tho amounts asked for in connexion with expenditare on education, 
medical relief, agriculture* co-operative societies, industries, ©to* having been already 
voted upon, the Premier, Mr* B. G, Kher^ rose to movo under education, a further 
grant for 8,92 lakhs. Mr. Jammdm Mehta raised a point of order as to whether a 
supplemontary grant couhl be moved at this stage, fife agreed that it could be moved 
provided it was a very important itom omitted in tho Budget or was urgent, and 
asked what was the urgency in the present case. 

Tho Speaker ruled that neither the Chair not the House was competent to decide 
and sit in judgment over a matter whioh had been considered urgent by the Governor. 

WAECH :-^Th 0 Assembly to*day passed tlie .demand for grant of Rs, 
00,14,000 under the head «*l 4 nd Revenue.” 
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Mr. J. H. Jhahmla moved a out to disonss the question of insufliuicnoy of pay 
for the inferior staf in the department. He declared that recently when he led a 
deputation to the Premier, he was pleased to concede that the pay of the peons should 
be raised, Mr, B. G. Kher, replying, said it was his personal view. He did not com- 
mit the Government to that view point because the matter was for the Finance De- 
partment to decide. The out motion was lost, 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta moved a out motion to discuss “profiteering by Government 
in the rate of interest charged to cultivators/* He said that Government gave loans 
to cultivators at the rate of 6 per cent, while they raised loans at 3 per cent ^ 

The Revenue Minister stated that when he took office he found that his hands 
had been tied by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, who before him held the portfolio of Finance 
and Be venue. The cut motion was pressed to a division and lost 

Mr, 8, V. Farulekar moved a cut motion to discuss measures to be taken for 
bringing under cultivation private waste lands. On an assurance by Mr. Morarji Desai, 
Hevenue Minister, the motion was withdrawn. 

Guillotine was applied and all the demands were put to vote and carried. 

28th. MARCH —Party bitterness came into play in the Assembly to-day when 
the Opposition moved a cut in the public works demand and characterized the build- 
ing of a road to Haripuraj during the Congress session, as ‘‘political nepotism/’ 
Treasury Benches in their turn accused the Opposition of attempts to “poison the 
minds of members,” 

Mr. Abdul Latif Hazrat Ehan^ who moved the cut, called the expenditure of 
Bs. 50,000 on the road as “misuse of money/* The Government, he said, liad attended 
to the repair of the road to Haripura in preference to roads which needed greater 
attention. Sir A. M. K. JDehlavi said that as the Congress claimed to represent all 
shades of political opinion he would like to know if the Congress would have spent so 
much of the tax-payers money in oonstruoting a road if it was in connexion with a 
Moslem League session. He characterized the construction of tho road as “'a great 
scandal,” Mr. Patil (Congress) said that the Government had every justification 
for incurring the expenditure as it was on the principle of “greatest good for the 
greatest number.” If such assemblages took placo under tho auspices of tho Moslem 
Leape the Congress Government was bound to spend money in order to safeguard 
pubfio health. Mr. <7. P. Bramble (European) termed the expenditure on the road 
“political nepotism” and asked the Government to avoid such indulgence in future 
as that was the surest way to break tbe Congress organization and the shortest way 
to bring the Congress Government into disrepute. 

Mr. AUhahadur Khan (independent) said that the opposition had no conception 
of the problem which confronted the Government regarding tho Congress session, 
He did not think that it was up to Sir A, M. K. Dehlavi, leader of a communal party, 
to speak in the name of democracy. 

Mr. Morarji Dmt, Revenue Minister, said that the opposition, finding that the 
Congress was growing in strength had become nnoomfortable and d(ssporate. They 
were therefore trying to “corrupt” tho minds of the members of the House. Other- 
wise how could one justify such misrepresentation as had boon mado V Hugo 
gatherings of people were being emptied into the Madhi station by numerous spooiai 
trams and ihme had to be taken to Haripura through road. It was the elementary 
duty of the Government to provide a suitable road and see that no accidents occurred, 

Mr. K. M. Minister for law and order, declared that it was tho duty of 

every government, no matter which party was in power, to aford all possible facili- 
ties to the public, whenever there was a large gathering. The United Froviaces 
(yoyernmeut had spent money in making arrangements for the Kumbha Mela. “Can 
that be called political nepotism,” he asked. He refuted tho suggi^stion that the Congress 
was merely a party and said that tho annual sessions of the Congress were national 
gatherings. If Hatiputa had decided otherwise than what it did, thoro would have 
been , a rpolution in tho country. The opposi lion might be honest Tho “little 
fre^om that they enjoyed to-day was because of tho Congress, 

^urie^ winding up the debate, regretted that the debate had boon carried 
on, party' lines without much reference to the issue before tho House. Any Oovern- 
ment' worthy of its name wm bound to incur tho oxpoudituro tho present Government 
had done., The cut motion was rejected by votes to 4S. 
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Municipal Boeouoiih Amknd. Bill 

30th. MARCH :—A Bill SiOekiu^^ to ariu‘nd tli^i Bombay Municipal Boroaghs Act 
was introduced in the Assembly to-day by Mr L. d/. Patils Minister for Local Self- 
Government. It was desigtKfl to do away fi\h norniniitions in cases of all municipal 
boards. Under the Bill elect ivu rei^resoutafion by moans ol reservation of seats will 
be given to Kanjans. backward tribes aiii w'omen, wherever necessary. Reservation 
of seats will be on population basis. Also, there will be a provibiun giving option to 
Moslems to decide fur tbonisolves whotiier they would have joint olectoratos or 
separate electorates. The Minnsitd* slate I that the provision did not take away 
the right of Moslems to have h'^paialo ehv t orates. ^ B'or the lirst time in the cons- 
titutional history of India an (Moulorate was being given the right to declare by a 
referendum what kind <>£ elr,ci*d*ate it diHjred. Thu ivdeutioa of separate electorates 
for Hanjans -would bo agahist. the spirit underlyiug tho Poona pact. Joint electoratUvS, 
he added, would lonug higher and l^aokwatd cast».s closer together and also curb 
commimalisrn and foster a national spirit 

Slit. MARCH b’iV A. M. Dchluvi (leader of the 0[*posilion), opposed the option 
clause and considt*rod it as tlie ‘hlnn tuid of the wedgi*'" seeking to circumvent the 
Communal Awanl. Mr. AH Dahaiitir Khan supourted the Bill and expiossud sarprLso 
at the League members’ attitude toward i the Uill, and added : ‘‘Moslem League so 
long as thoy remain communal <aiu never rule any province even if they wait till 
Doomsday.” 

Earlier, the house passed the first reading of the Bill .SBoking to register the names 
of ail practitioners of IJiiaui arul Ayurvedic .systems of medicine ami referred the Bill 
to a Select Oommittoe. 


2iidl. APRIL Six suecessivn divisions, all ending in victory for the Government 
and a walk-out by 20 memhiu’S of the Monism L(*ague Party wm'o the features of tho 
discussion to-day on the first and secoml readings of the Bill to amend the B<mibay 
Municipalities Act. The Bill provides for the abolition of nomination and introduction 
of joint electorates with roservution of seats to non-Mo.slem minorities and an option to 
the Moslems to declare ia favour of joint elputoru^eH wbeneVMr they chisiro to do so, The 
Moslem League, particularly, sought the deletion of tho option clause for tho Moslems* 
Sir A. J/. a". JDahlafn Ktnfotl that as an t^Xfirossiori of the resontmont at the 
attitude of the Government in not acoeedtng to the sincere attcimpts of his jmrty to 
secure deletion of the clause, his party would walk-out of tho Houho, The Premier, 
Mr, B. Q. Khm\ regretted that it was not poHsible for tho Govorumeut to moot tlm 
point of view of tiie Moslem League in this matter. 

Discussion ou the second ruaillng had not concluded whou the nuuse adjourned, 

PnoviNiJB Fou Kaekatak 

APRIL r— Tho (piestion of a sepanito province for Karnatak was diauussed 
to-day. Mr. Vimanath ./o*/ (Congress) moved a resolution reoommonding the oieatioa 
of a new province, by amalgamating all Oauatose speaking areas in Bombay, Madras, 
and Goorg. M.r. 0, K. Mavlanlmr^ the Speaker, ruleu out of order two amendments, oue 
socking the cruatiou of a provinuo of ‘‘Maharashtra”, by amalgamating oortain districts 
from the Oontrnl Provinces and the another accepting tho pnuciple of distdhutloa of 
various provinces on a lingui.stic basis. 


5th. APRIL The Assembly passod without a division Mr. VimanUh 
(Congress) rusolutioa. Mr. II <?. Premier, OKplalaing tho attitude of the 

Government towards tho rcsointion said that the Congress had accepted tho principle 
of a formation of provinces ou a linguistic basis. If no attention had been pate so 
far to this it was bocauso fchoro woro more important subjects to be tackled. 

Srvjbraii BrfiLS fassed 


eth. APRIL The Assembly passed to-day the Bill to repeal the Bombay Special 
Emergency i^owors Aot, 193^* 

Mier, the ARsembly also pssod tho Bill amoading the Bombay District Muaioipal 
Boroughs Aot without a diyisiom 

ItmaoT Am AiiCbso. Btu 


13jk APE^ ;--Ih6 Assembly passed the Bill to amend the Indian lomacy Aot. 
Ihe Bdl provides for the temporary release of Itmaties with a view to seeing if a 
(ihMJge of sttrrotmdinp would better their ooBditlom 
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Pbimary Editoation Asiend* Bill 

23td. APRIL question who was more honest, the odaoated or the un- 

educated, arose to-day when the Bill to amend the Bombay Primary Education Act 
was discussed. The question arose out of an amendment by Mr. S. K Jhahtvala 
who suggested that there should be more persons experienced infeducation on the 
school boards to be constituted in every district Mr, J, G. More opposed the amend- 
ment, as this would bar minorities getting due representation. He said that experience 
had shown that educated people were more dishonest and what was required on tho 
school boards was honesty and sincerity. Mr. B, K. Gaihwad was also opposed to tho 
amendment. Experience of tho working of the school boards, he said, showed that 
uneducated had done more earnest work in the spread of education than the educated 
members. Mr. G. K. Phadke strongly refuted the suggestion that educated people 
were dishonest. Mr, B, Thorat opposed the amendment and said that men like 
Sivaji, though not much educatedj were leaders of men. Mr. S, B. Jhahimla^ in 
replying, said that referring to Sivaji was as bad as the Premier quoting Mr. Gandhi, 
It was deplorable, be said, that a controversy should have been started as to who 
was more honest, educated or the uneducated. 

Mr. jB. G, Kher^ the Premier, accepted the amendment on behalf of the Govern- 
ment. If education, he said, meant the growth of dishonesty then the House would 
do well to drop the Bill, as the measure was meant to spread education. The Premier 
acknowledged that some of the uneducated members of the school boards had done 
immense service and would continue to do so, but that should not mean that men 
with educational experience should not be members of tho school board. The amend- 
ment was carried without a division. 

25th. APRIL The House discussed to-day the clause in tho Primary Education 
Bill disqualifying certain persons from becoming members of school boards. Mr. L. 
Karandikar (Democratic Swaraj Party), moved an amendment seeking to debar 
members of the provincial legislature from the school boards. He wanted this rule 
to apply to alHparlies, including the Congress, and asked the Congress members to bo 
true to their pledge. 

The Speaker gvre an opportunity to Mr. - Karandikar to withdraw his remarks but 
he refused to withdraw thorn. Tho Speaker then announced that with great regret lie 
had to ask the member to withdraw from the House. Mr. Karandikar withdrew for 
the day. The House rejected the amendment. 

Bombay City Police Amend. Bill 

Consideration of the Bill to amend the City of Bombay Police Act, with a view 
to controlling; effectively the movements of goondas and hooligans, was postponed till 
the next day so that members of the Government and the Opposition could moot to- 
gether and come to an understanding in regard to the details of the measure. 

Mr. JT, Af. Mumhi^ Home Minister, moving the first reading of the Bill, assured 
the House that the measure was inlended to deal only with unclesirahlo poisons. 

^ 26tli. APRIL On the motion of the Home Minister, Mr, IC M* Mimshh con- 
sideration of the Bill to amend tho City Police Act was postponed for another day. 

Nearly 60 amendments had been tabled to the Bill. Dr. P. J?. Ambedkar'^ amend- 
ment wanted that the measure should be in operation only during emorgeneios like 
oonamunal riots. Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta's amendment sought that the Act itself shall 
m in force only till the last day of the next session of the Assembly. Mr, S* K 
Barulekar wanted that the Bill shall remain in force only till Deoomber, 1938* 

The MMster stated that there were several amendments and he and the loaders of 
the various parties had yet to discuss a few more amendments before the final deci- 
sion could be communicated to the House. 

27t:Ii. APRIL Mr, B, M, hHumhi^ Home Minister, announced to-day that as a 
result of discussions, the Government had accepted Dr, B. i?. Amhedhar^s amend- 
ment seeking to restrict the scope of the Bill only to deal with (iommunal disturbances. 

Mr. ^tmhi described how communal riots had become an annual feature in tho 
city and how the people were at the mercy of hooligans. Unless the Government had 
enough power they could not deal adequately with hooligans. 

Br, Amheikar^ moving his amendment, agreed that the hooligan element was tho 
real danger to the peace of the city, and therefore the Government should be support- 
ed m their attempt to suppress hooliganism. 
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Sir A, M. /C Dehlavl^ Leader o£ the Moslem Leas?ue Party, oppoRod the measure 
and characterized the safej;uards as mere evewash. He was surprised that Congress 
which had been fighting ior civil liberty should como fonvard with siioh a measure. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mchtfi opposed the measure on the gioimd that it was too drastic 
and militated against the liberty of the citizens. Mr. Ali Bahadur Khan, supporting, 
said that those who had opposed the monsuro had not made any constructive sugges- 
tion to meet the situation. Mr. A. H. Miiza (League) opposed the Bill. 

The House accepted Dr. Ambedkar s amendment and passed the first reading of 
the Bill by 73 to 20 votes. On the 30t]}. Apili the Assembly passed bv GO votes to 
15 the third reading of the Bill. 

BoMfjAY IiACtc.; Lices'si:?o A:-n;:uj, D:ll 

2nd. MAY: -The Assembly pU'Sf’d all flic threti readings of the Bill to amend 
the Bombay Baoes Licensing Act oi 1012. The m(*asnro souglit to dear all doubts 
regarding the Government’s right to impose conddions in irrariting a lifjimce. 

Introducing th(3 Bill, Mr. K, .1/. MutushK Home Minister, said that the Boyal 
■Westoru India Turf Club was ioint-stin k company with 350 mcmbi*rs, controlling 
the affairs of the Club. It received largo .sums of money to mioourago India-bred 
horses but tlio past experience showed that tlic Club had not carri(*il out this task 
satisfactorily. The majority of jock»>ys wore imported fiom Australia or EnglaruL 
Only four per cent of tno Ks. 17 lakhs idake money v/as allottt‘d to Indian horses. 
The Govornmont, thoroforo, had opeimd Ui‘g«.»tiaUons with the Turf Club with a view 
to seeking that proper encouragement was given to Indian horucfi. 'rinsso negotiations 
wore almost complete but the Government li.yi brought forward the minnsnro to clear 
all doubts regarding the Govornment's rights to imjio.se conditions in granting a 
license. Messrs. S.fi, Jhabwalla and ACi Jfiahadut l^knn supported the m(*asuro. 

Mr, MmM, replying to the debate, sairl that Uto Government had been guided 
by two principles in bringing forward the moasnns nuniuiy. to nHrtify the mistake 
of iho Turf Club in not. encouraging India-hrod honsfU and that the major 

portiou of the Club’s money was spent In India* 

PimiARY EluJCA’iiov Bn.n 

The Hmue earlier passed the Bill to amend the Brimary Education Act by 58 vo(t»s 
le 12. Mr. ,/.//. Hiddiqui had moved an amendment to tho eltVcr that the quomn should 
be taught to Moslem boys and girls if the Mtndem;4 of the locality so desired. 

Hir A, K, Dehlam, supporting the umondmnut, said that if (loveniment wanted to 
ouforce omupulsury educafciou they ought to take up t!m duentiou of rf*ligioas ciluca* 
tion seriously. 

Mr. B, Q. Kher^ the Premier, said that if tho parents of the pupils heloiming to 
the various communities wanted sepamto teligiouH education, the Government would 
have to provide religious education of seven or eight different types. Ho referred to 
Turkey whore tho quoran was not fauglit in village schools, The Btato provided only 
secular education and even in an Islamic country liko Turkey there was no provision 
for religious education by tho State. The amendmont was lost without division. 

BoAtuAY MumcirAi* Amend* Bmii 

3rd. MAY The first and second mding.s of a Hill to amend the Bombay Muui- 
nicipal Act was passed in tho Assombly to-day. 

TliO measure sought to introduce adult franchise In 1942, abolition of nomination 
to the statutory committees of tho 0>rporati(m, reduction of salaries to cerfeaiu 
oificials of the Corporation and tho redistribution of the city wards. 

There was geucral support for the measure from all seotions of the House though 
two members opposed it as they considered the introdueiion of adult franobise premature. 

Two amendments seeking to reserve two seats in the Corporation for the Bombay 
Mumoipal Workers’ Union and the All-ludia Trade Union Congress were defeated. 


4tli. MAY :* 7 'An amendment to the offieefc that adult franohise should he introduced 
only when the Municipal Oorporatfon decided in favour of it by a two-thirds maiority 
was thrown out. Another amendment by Mr. Paruhhm^ that adult franchise bo 
mtroduoed m 1939 instead of 1942, was also lost 

(Moslem League) said that Moslem I.»eagu 0 rs were not 
opposed to the pnaoiple of adult franchise. They were only afraid they would not 
get proper representation. Further, a large number of Moslem women would not 
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record tlieir Yotes, If, however, the Government gave adequate safeguards by which 
Moslem interests would not suffer, the League party would support the measure. 

Mr. S. K. Patil opposed the amendment. He said that in the interests of the 
masses the State must mtioduce adult franchise. 

The Hon. Mr. L. M, Patil^ Minister for Local Self-Government, declared that if 
adult franchise was introduced, the real representatives of the people would be in 
charge of the civic administration. The Government had taken the greatest care to 
see that the interests of the minorities were not adversely affected. 

Sth. MAY : — The Bill to amend the Bombay Mnnicipal Act passed through all tlio 
stages in the Assembly to-day. An amendment fixing the maximum salary of municipal 
officials to Rs. 500 was lost. Mr. S, E, Jhahwala^ who moved the amendment, said 
that the Ministry should apply the same principle by which they are guided with 
regard to salaries. Mr. L M. Patti, Minister for Local ISelf-Govornment, said that while 
he appreciated the sentiments expressed by Mr. Jhabwala ho could not expect the 
permanent servants to be guided by the same principle and spirit of service which 
guided the Mmistors. He hoped, ^however, that such a time would gradually come. 

Cheap Electricity eor Yilbages 

6l!i. MAY The decisiou of the Bombay Government to electrify the rural areas 
was reiterated by Mr. if. F. Nurie, Minister for Public Works, speaking on a Govern- 
ment resolution in the Assembly to-day. 

The resolution referiod to the utilizing of the Badghat Dam for generating electri- 
city which will bo suophed to the villages in Lonada, Government House in Poona 
and the Yervada Central Jail. Mr. Nurie added that the Government were consi- 
dering the question of utilizing the irrigation ‘‘tail” water for the production of 
electric energy. The Government were anxious to make the cultivators electricity- 
minded by supplying them with power at cheap rates. The resolution was passed. 

Full Time Law CoLiEaBS 

Another resolution to convert the part-time Law College in Bombay into a whole- 
time one was also carried by the Assembly. 

fepe^ing on the resolution Mr. B, G. Klier, the Premier, said that in the intorcsls 
of tlio legal profession and society, students should tafee to the study of law more 
seriously than they had done hitherto. An expert committee which the Govornmout 
appointed some time ago, examined the question of legal education. The Committee 
had reported that the profession was overcrowded and also in certain cases the 
standard of legal practice had gone down. The Government hoped to lomedy the 
6Vils to some extent by converting the part-time institution into a whole^tinio one. 

The House also approved of an expenditure of Rs. 72,000 for carrying on resuarch 
and experiments in the artificial silk industry. 

A Resume op tub Session 

Assembly sat continuously from January 11 with a fortnight’s break during 
me Jianpura Congress, ^and passed several important legislative measure, 

In connexion with the Government’s now programme, some of the most important 
Hills passed by the session just prorogued were a Bill to amend tbo Primary Education 
Act, a Bill regarding the Bombay Municipality, one about Intlianizafciou of race- 
courses in Bombay, and another designed specially to deal with communal riots. It 
passed the Government resolution about the eleotiification of the rural area, a full 
tamo law college, and experiments in artificial silk. 



Proceedings of the Bombay Council 


January Session*— Bombay— 13th January to Sth. Februrey 1938* 

The January Se?>sion of tho Dombay Lp;.'b;Iutive Counoil rommonced at Hombay on 
the ]3th. January 1930. The Council passed without division, the Premier, Mr. B. (L 
Kker^s motion against tl»o introdaotion of Federation and adjourned till January 17. 

UNEMPLOYME^'T EiiQtnnV Co'j'inTMi: 

17th. JANUARY : — Tlie resolution of Mr. J. P. xS*. Jos^n recommpndinjj; to tho 
Government the appointment of a committee to inqutn* into tho prolhjm of unem- 
ployment among the middle and lower classes, was pa....' ‘d In the Connoll this afternoon. 

Leave was also granted to Mr. Jo$hi to introduce a Bill to rtjgulato the rents of 
premises in the Presidency, 

CONFEEitENT OF flTl.ES 

24th. JANUARY Tho Council to-day passed without division the re- 
solution moved by Mr. J5. G. Kher^ Fromier, that tlio conferring of titles, honours of 
titular distinctions on any person in the province by tho King or tiuj Governor- 
General bo discontinued. 

Looai* Boako’s Bitt 

2Sth. JANUARY Ibrahim Cnrrihhmj. Leader of tho Moslem Loague group 
in the Council, whose amendment for tho doiolion of the optimiid c!aui*;o in tho 
Local Boards Bill was thrown out without a division ye.sterday, %vaIkod out of tJio 
Bouse followed by two other members of tho Leagno Party, immediately the Houho 
ro*assembled after tea to-day. The clause .sought to give tho Moslem const iluencies the 
option between joint and separate olootoratos. 

Sir Ibrahim Currimbhoy, in a sfmrt statement to tho Council, declared that tho 
passing of this amendment was against the policy of tho lx*Mgue, and the otdy 
way in which his party could mark its prolost was by walking out. 

The amendment of Mr. M, B. Mahajan for joint eh*» iterates wltiiout tho optional 
clause, was also lost without a division. The Ooimcil later passed the third reading 
ot the Bill. 

Bmai^ LANmionoEEs’ Rkuuf Bri^n 

4tli. FEBRUARY the Coitneil to-day, an attempt made by a momber to 

postpone eonsidoration of tho Bill to give relief to small landholders was rejected by 
18 votes to 8. k. demonstration of ;iOD tJanatanists was field iu front of the Council 
Chamber tc-day. 

The Banatnnists, shouting slogans, desired to seo tho Premier, in cionnuction will* 
the Tcmpk‘-Bntry Bill, but as Mr. B» 0. Khcr was not present, tlio procession moved 
off to the Beorouriat The demonstrators, however, dispersed without seeing Mr. Khor. 

Sth. FEBRUARY The Council was prorogued to-day after paasiag tho Bill to 
remove certain disabilitioB of harijatis in the matter of wotBaip in temples. 


Budget Se»»ion—Bombay-^5th, March to 6th* May 1338 

FiKANorAti Statemto foe 1938*89 

“Tho question of alienated lands is at present under tho consideration of the 
Government. Those in possession of such lancls will have to dve better lostilBloatioa 
for the continued possession of them than the mere fact that their forefathers owned 
the lands, or rendered certain aervices to tho Government,^* said, Mr. A. B, 

Finance Minister, in presenting the Budget to the Connell to-day* 

It wm essential he added, that inamd€i^$ should think in terms of what service 
they were rendering to the present strnctura of society, and he hoped that they 
consider how best to servo the public* II act, the Government would have to 
bring In legislation to impose some burden on thdse who poss^sed alienated lands* 
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Discussion op Budget 

7th. MARCH The uecossily ot a united front against the imposition of tlio 
Federal Scheme was stressed by Sir Gurrimbhoy Ibrahim (Moslem League), in tho 
course of the discussion on the Budget, 

The suggestion was also made that the Proviuoiai Governmont should go to tho 
Federal Court to get the guestion of the sales tax settled, with a view to raising 
loans to meet the expenses to bo incurred to finance tho various sohemes. 

10th. MARCH Tho Council to-day after one hour’s sitting, passed all the 
stages of the Bombay Finance Bill. The Bill provides for an enhancement of electric 
duty and stamp duty. 

Separate Province for Kabnaxak 

18th. APRIL:— The Council to-day passed without a division a resolution advoca- 
ting the separation of Karnatak on the same lines as that passed by the AsBombly, 

Accepting the resolution on behalf of the Government, Mr. A, B, Lathe^ Finance 
Minister, said that the best argument in support of the resolution was that if they 
wanted true responsible government to come into exis tence, tho language used by 
the people outside should be the same as that used by morabers inside the legislature. 
Referring to a harbour and railway for Karnatak, tho Minister pointed out tliat those 
were subjects which would not come into the hands of Karnatak even after separa- 
tion as they were matters for the Government of India to decide. Ho added that 
there would he better chances of securing these if Karnatak remainod a part of 
Bombay rather than as a small separate province. He hoped the Bombay Oovorn- 
inent’s acceptance of the resolution would induce tho Government of India to 
institute the necessary enquiries. 

Stock Exchange 

On the Premier’s (Mr. B, Q, Kher^a) assurance that the Government w’oro con- 
templating legislation on tho Morrison Committee’s recommendations regarding tho 
Bombay Stock Exchange, Professor 8. B, Davar withdrew his resolution urging that 
the Committee’s recommendations be put into effect Mr. Kher added that such of 
the recommendations as did not involve legislation had been already put into effect 
by the Government 

Indian Lunacy Act Amend. Bill 

25t!j, APRIL The Council to-day passed all the three roadiugs of tho Bill to 
amend the Indian Lunacy Act as passed by the Assembly, 

Non-ofkicial Bills 

26th. APRIL Two non-official Bills were considorod by the Council to-day. 
A Bill moved by Mr. 8, 0, Joshi to regulate rents of promises in the presidonoy 
was lost without division. The object of the measure was to socuro relief to Hi'e 
working and middle classes. Professor S. B. Davar^ and Mr. Z?. iV. Karanjia 
opposed the Bill. 

Mr. L, M, Patil^ Minister for Local Self-Government, stated that the Govornmont 
had already appointed a coramitteo to inquire into tho question of rents and they 
would not take any aptiou in the matter until the committee had reported. The 
motion for the first reading was lost without division. 

Another Bill by Mr. Joshi to provide for the grant of annual leave with pay to 
certain classes of women workers in industries was withdrawn. 

Mr. Morarji pesai, Ke venue Minister, explaining the Government’s position said 
that they were doing everything possible to carry out their declared policy of giving 
as many facilities to labour as possible. They, however, do not waui to kill an 
industry by overburdening it Farther, tho Government intended to bring le^alation 
regarding pay for employees in case of leave duo to sickness. Leave with pay 
duung sickness was more urgent than holidays with pay. In viuw of the Govern- 
ment’s assurauce Mr. Joshi withdrew the Bill. 

Official Resolutions 

Sth. MAY :-;-The Council passed to-day all the throe Government resolutions 
passed by the Assembly— about the electrification of tho rural area, a full time law 
college, and experiments in artificial silk. The House was then prorogmd. 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

Budget Session*— Calcutta-^7th. February to 8ih. April 1338 

With a large contiogeiit of polioo guarding jill tlio approaches of ilio Assomhiy 
House, tlie Bengal Legislative Assembly commtmcod its budget session at Calcutta oa 
the 7tii. February 1938 with a very laago attendance of jnembcM’s. ln»contrast, ilio 

f alleries were sparsely occupied. TJie House adjournod till tlu^ ui^xt day after half au 
Our’s sitting. The Minister presented the supplerAieutary budget estimates f<U’ 

current year amounting to Es. 3,42,000 of which Es. i}o,000 were votable. 

Munioibalisation of Electric Suj’ply 

8th. FEBRUARV : —By 122 votes to 80 the Bouse dof(‘ated today the a<ljounmu)jji 
motion, of Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy to discuss the situation arising out of the refusal 
of the Government to accord sanction to the Corporation of Calcutta to oxerciHo its 
option in purchasing such pai*ts of the Electric Supply uutlortakings as lay within the 
Municipal limits of Calcutta. The supporters of the motion consisted of the Congress 
hlook and members of the Krishak Praja Party. The Maharaja of Mpmmsingh and 
three members of the coalition group did not take part in the voting. The debate 
lasted for nearly two hours. After the closure was adopted the House voted down 
the motion. 

The debate wanned up towards the ond when following the speech of the Hon. 
Min%sier4n-charg6 of Commerce and Industry^ Mr. Shyamapra&ad Mtdcherjce lUiketl 
a pointed question as to what steps the Government were taking in regci'd to the 
question of renewal of Jiconso to the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation for the 
next ton years. There was no reply to this query but the Hon. Finance Minister 
interrupting declared that the policy of the Govorumont was to naiionaiise industry 
and that from Ibis year. A significant feature of the debate was that no European 
member took part though in a body they voted against the motion. 

Habendra Munshi’s Death 

9th. FEBRUARY The death of Harendranath Munshi, the hunger-striking 
prisoner in the Dacca Central Jail was discussed by way of an adjournment motion 
to-day. The motion was defeated after full two hours’ discussion by -119 to 74 votes, 

Mr. T. Oosmmi who moved the adjournment motion, said that ho did not 
hring^ it ^ forward from any desire to embarass the Ministry but lae would ho 
satisfied if by the scdf-inimolation of the youngmen the Ministry was moved 
to pity and took immediate steps to improve the conditions in mil. Bir 
Oeorge Campbell^ the leader of the European group, said that they ail felt deep 
sympathy for the unfortunate^ youngman but appealed to Air. Goswami not to divide 
the House on this matter* Their presence in the lobby with the Govuniment, whom 
they supported from the general principle of law and order, might be construed as 
showing lack of sympathy. Mr, Shyqmaprosad Mukherjee in a vigorous speech 
condemned the action of the local authorities. Sir Nujsimuddiu repeated the argu- 
jaenta wtich wore advanced by him in connootion with a similar motion in the 
upper House, 
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-15 ’3S] SarPLEMENTAin DEMANDS VOTED 

EyouiBY iprio Rkntu 

The Assembly next adopted a non-nflioial resolutiou, niovtd by Maulvi Abdul Bari 
of the Coalition Party, luging the immediate appointment of a obmmittio of not more 
than nine members, both officials and iion-offioials. of whom five at least should be 
members of the Assembly to oiiquiro into the existing routs with a view to dovisiug 
ways and moans for a proper roduotion of rents. The Committee woultl bo a.sko<l to 
submit its report in the course of six months. 

The hoD. Mr, A, K. Fazlul Huq^ Premier, accepting tho lesolntion, made it clear 
that if it %vas found that legitimate dues to lantHords wore being withhold by tenants, 
tho Government would at onco stop tho operations under BtHjtion 1155 of the Tenancy 
Act and also suspend the enquiry in areas where it was found that tenants wuro 
dodging payment of Jegitimato dues. Tho House adjourned til! the 14th. 

MbMIJEUs’ PuiVlLKCKS IJiLL 

14th. FEBRUARY Tho Assembly unauinionsly adopted a motion for ilic appoint- 
ment of a committoo to report on tho prosunt position of tlic piivdcges of tli<^ members 
of the Legislature and finally to draft a bill einbodjing the privileges recommemkHl 
by tho Committee. The motion whi<}h w^as inovf‘d by ,M'r. Ahdur Tiahman Siddique liad 
tho unstinted support from every section of tlie House and \vm welcomed hy 
Oovornment. Hon. Tfw Speaker in this coiiriectiou gave an important ruling regarding 
the privileges of the Members of the House and h“M that whenever a member of 
the House was dotaiuod or arrested whicli mlglit onfoiu o bis absimco from tho 
scene of the House, the fact should bo irnniodiatoly <‘orf,m unicat cd to the Hpoaker. 

Dkmano rm KurpLUMSSTAUv (iuAxrH 

IStto. FEBRUARY :-^Tho recent tours undoitakon hy the ministry wore sharply 
e.ritioisod in connection Vi^itli the demands for h»ppl(*mentriry grants made by tho Oori. 
iha Finance Minister, Ihi) grants included a sum of Rs. 25,(X10 for trnvcdlirig 
allowance. ^ Tho oppoHitionists charactorised such tours as “*ioIitJca! tours’* while the 
Chief Minister as w'ell as tho Finaneo Miimter justlhud them on the grounds ihui* 
they enabled tho ministry to come dfrectly in touch with tho people. 

Incidentally the assault maile on Uv, Ahdul Wahtid JMai Na{pm\ a momhor of 
the House, at Ishargunjo at a public mooting in whi<,‘h the Chief Ministor W'as presont 
was refornuL In giving his vorsirm of tho iiicidoiit tlio Chief Minhter said that ho 
welcomed the opportunity to contradict, tho maliciouH lii.'S that were bring <‘ir(*ulated 
throughout tho country by the ^’nqdilc) press” on the basis of which motions for 
adjiuirnment were tabled by several membeis of tho House. I he Chief Minister 
denied that Mr, Hokai Nagan was beaten at his instance. J^'dlowiiig iiiterniptions, 
Mr. Bokui Nagri in course of his personal expluimtion said in Hengali that ho would 
blamo tlio Chief Minister for the incidonl. 

FEBRUARY :'«-Tho Government’s jute reslrietlon propaganda came in for 
a good deal of criticism during tho discussion on d.emands for snpphinmitary grants. 

To tho llon’blo Natvah UaUlmllah Bnhaiiiir''H demand for Us 15,000 under the 
head 'AgrioulturoL Dr, Nalinuk»hya Sanyal nu^vod a cut of Ks. 100 to raiao a dis- 
cussion on tho failure of Govonimont’s juio propaganda, A del>ato followed, which 
camp to end by application of guillotine* Thifi was pressed to a division and tho cut 
motion was defeated by r>B to 104 votes. The House then ngrecd to the demand of 
tho Nawab Bahadur. Tlio Ilmise also voted the KUjipIc mcntary aemand made by the 
Hon ble Mr. A, K. Fajslul Buq under tho head Hegislialion amotinting to Hs, 32, COD, 

Rhino FnKHunvArioN Biiv 

i lihino<;ero$ Fresorvaiion (amendment) Bill was then passed# Reforring 

Y ^1 r. said they were doubtful if any iMnoceros existed in 

tjengal at all. Jip did not know how many animals would benefit by tho pasBing of 
the bill and wittily romarkod that if by dunoeoros the llon’blo Mimstor wanted io 
incmdo all ammam, including human beings, who were thick-skinned and not suscop* 
tibio to maulfes, it would benefit many. 

Th» TontH Bitn 

The Bengal Touts Bill moved by the Hotfblo Nawab Mnmraf Mue^atH was oirou- 
Jttted for eliciting opinion. The objeot of the Bill was to reguialo the cmploymout of 
clerks of legal praotitioners and also to inppress tout® in courts and oertam offices of 
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Bengal where they frequent without interfering with the legitimate work of nerr^ons 
engaged in bonafide and necessary business. The House at this stage afljournea. 

Financial Statement fou 1938-30 

I7th, FEBRUARY The Budget for the year 1938-39 was presented to the House 
to*day by the Hon. Mr. Nalmi Ranjan Sarkar^ the finance Minister who said, amonj'; 
other things 

‘‘I will begin my statement with the good news that the actuals for 1930-37 aro 
better than seemed possible two years ago or even a year ago. The Houst) will 
romombor that under the terms of the Niemoyer Settlement, wdiilo ^vu vftmhl have 
boon obliged to take a loan to cover any working deficit for 3930-37, slioxild it liuvn 
ended in one, any surplus would only have been written off as au incidonl of the 
canceliation of our debt to the Centre as it stood on 31st Marcli, 1037. 

*‘Our iniorest therefore was confmod to the avoidance of a dolicil, which wonhl 
have meant staining on our regime of provincial autonomy with a debt on our liands 
To soiitimcnt and self-intorost alike, this would have been distasteful ; and w<x may 
well congratulate oui solves on the fact that we have avoided it” 

Hon’blo members will also be glad to learn that tlie imf)rt)Vt'moni i ^ in 
193G-37 gained such strength during the first half of the current year that despite a 
set-back during the past few months, the revised estimates for 3937-38 are W(dl 
above the estimates which I presented six months ago. 1 shall come to details later 
but at this stage I should like to mention the two heads which have mostly contri- 
buiod to the improvement Those are the jute export duty and incoino-tux. Tho 
foi'iner is likely to exceed our original estimate by 33 laldis, and the latUu*, for 
whicdi we estimated nothing at all, by 27 and a half lakhs. But T am givliif* no 
societs away when I say that these figures would have been many lakhs liighor but 
for the distributing drop in trade figures that set in about two months ago. The 
ease of income-tax is the most noticeable. As the House is aware, during the first 
five years of the constitution the amount of income-tax receipts assignablo to tlio 
Proviacos depends not morol:sr on the yield of income-tax but also, and imlecd mainly, 
on the yield of Railway oarnings ; wo can get nothing unless the Ballwayi< proKpiM’. 
AYeil, they did prosper in the first half of the year and if the improvement had been 
maintained, wu should have got about 40 lakhs from income-tax. But bhnhvu.v 
earnings have fallen olf so badly during the last two •months that, instead of 40 lakhs, 
we shall only got 57 and a half lakhs. Our receipts from jute export duty wou!<l 
also have boon higher if the improvement in jute exports evident in tfio first half 
of the year had been maintained. The detcrioiation in both coses is du<; to ooudi- 

tions outside Bengal and, indeed, outside India, It is im]jottant for us to realise that 

opr acquisition of an interest in jute exports, in the )ichl of income-thx and m tin' 
yield of Railw'ay receipts has forged a further link between ouj fluancial lortuiK'S ::iid 
trade conditions in the world at large. The sumo piocoss will) c canit.d a r»i p 
further when wc come to acquire an interest in those other fodeial taxes mtiiiit UMl 
in sections 337 and 140 of the Act which axe assignable in whole or in port, tlu* 

Provinces, mid when w'o come to impose taxes of our own, such as sales 

whoso yield in one degree or another will depend upon rcoiiomic conditions at 
Provincial estimates have now to bo framed against a wider buekgiouud than 
hitherto. 

According to the original estimate this year was to start with an opening liaiamjc 
of 93 lakhs and end with a closing balance of one croro and 38 lakhs. The revif i^d 
ofitimato places the opening balance at one croro 6 lakhs and the closing balance at 
1 croro 9l lakhs. This improvement by &3 lakhs is the not icsuJt of tlic following: 
m increase of 8 lakhs in the opening balance ; an in or(‘aso of 88 lakiis in otir rovcmio 
receipts; a decrease of 14 lakhs in our expenditure on revomie account; and a 
deercaHo of nearly 57 lakhs in the balance outside the revenue account ; that is 
to say^ in the worldng of Capital and Debt Deposit section of the Budget. I will 
now give a brief explanation of each of these changes. 

The opening balance, as I observed in my last Budget speah, ropresonts the 
amount which was to be given to us by the Government of India in order to (‘liable 
m to moot certain liabilitios. Their description will be found at the foot of 2 
of the Civil Budget Estimate. This amount was expected to bo 98 iakhs, but when 
the aocouuis for 1936-37 were dosed, it was found to lo 300 lakhs. The impi'ov(‘m( iit 
of 8 lakhs occurred mostly in the figures of subvention fiom the (N^ntial Ko«d 
Bevdopment Account and tho figures of the Deposit Account of the grant fin* 
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rJovolopmf^ni and impinvor/Kiiit oi runil aiTas» In oliici v/oulSj "vvc spout loss out of 
those accounts in tJiau was oxpootod. 

Tho increa.90 of 88 hiLhs in rovoinio in Js mo.Mly due to an incroaso of 

33 and a half Inkhs luidor Jido duly, 27 and a half lakhs iindor hir*onH‘.-Tax, 
12 iakhs iindor J^aiid KVvpoup, 17 lakhs under ErccLsOj 3 lakhs iindor KieofHcitv l>ut\ 
and 3 lakhs iiiidor Civil Works, odsot in i^rt by a fall of 31 lakhs iiiulor 
Tho increase under Jido duly is duo 1o /general improvenionfc in the Irndc. As i* 
have already explained, wlion the Bud/^ot was frarnt-d it was not exp<'( tod that anv 
sliaro out of iaeomo-ta:: recjoijds v/ould ho availahlo for distribution to ;!io jirovinors*” 
hut it has been ascertained on recent advico from tlie Oov(‘rmiieid of India that \ve 
may expect 27 and a lialf lakin; under this head in the eurrout The liareasi* 

under Civil Works is duo to corlaiu abnormal receipts while the ‘increase under the 
remaining heads is due to improved economic conditions. Tho <[oidiuc undio* 'SStumps'' 
is explained by a drop of ID lakhs under ‘'Court fees” cornpcnsaUMl by an improve- 
ment of 8 lakhs under ‘'None-.lediciar’. The causes of the deohur Mad'a' “(kaul* f<*eh ' 
are under investigation, hut it seems ptohahio that the drop ];■ untsllv due to the 
working of the Bob! Concdliatiun Beards and coiiHequeut ri'dnction in civiflilhuithm. 

The reduction of 14 lakhs in ex|M*n»litTiro jcvcnne account is tU'* not fdhud of 
excesses and sayings spread over a largo mimber of Inad.^, tht‘ details of which are 
furnished in thcr Ited Book. J shall r'oniino myself to the more important variafious. 
Savings of nearly 4 lakhs occur under “Land iteveniuf' mairdy as a resuii of abau- 
donmonf of Uevisioual Sottlomeiit <jperalioas tvr. tiesire/l by the* Assembiv, Thm*e is 
a decrease of over 2 lakhs under ‘‘Irngatiou ' «;wiup; 'to ron-ostabliKhinont of tbo 
Waterways Board. Tho Police Budget sbov.:; a :uvhirs u^ over makhs owing to 
retroiiohment, and more than 2 lakhs have 'tr. es ume-r ‘blfiils’' owing to the 
closure of Deoli Jail and a {qoieral dioreat'O in Jail p<eiulalion. The relrase of 
detenus accounts for a leluclicm of nearly 2 lakhs imdcr ‘ imletdlaneoiis’'. A decreaNo 
of about G lakhs under “Civil Works'' is attributable f(, smaller expenditure oti 
Roads Devolonment Works and other original w'orlu^ owdnp; to late voting of the 
Budget and other causes. On tho other band there is an incjeiufe of nearly 'r> lakfis 
Administration” m a re.sult of legislation relating, to ihi? emoliimeids 
of Mmistors ami of membors of the Legislature wlddi was passed alter the preaen- 
tatioa of tho Budget * 


OmmAU oe BuesKr 

2 Ut. FEBRUARY The Assembly took up tlm coufddeiatien ( i‘ ti.e inideei 
proposals of tho Finance Member for the year 1938 - 39 . Air. ./. (/. /)aa ftuuho who 
mitmtoajho dobato, said that tho provisions of fln» budget w'itc an exceliuit example 
pi tho diVOA'gonoo lutwcou profusslon and prautico nnd ho hud precious litiio to auy 
HI dofciico of thoso provisions except tho assuranoo that tho Congiess blotk would i n 
nut too ready to help tho Oovornmont with snggvstions to rwurn^efc the massesj 

Tho wholo tenor of tho dobato was but one ecdio and rt-echo of the same spirit of 
dissatisfaction and miim for want of a clear formulation of policv by the 

lot of massefi, or iusuniojoat couUibuJioa 

towards the vital needs of tho provmoo. 


22ni]. FEBRUARY ^^To'diiy s discussionH wero iBHoIi tlio oaino in fiolrit hh in 
^'*.*'* proTious day s. Mr, ifMtmohan Dan, (fachcdnlud Casio), lodgwj a sticiiifi 
jirotost against tho way in wliioh tho claims of liis conimnnity had*^b(>tn irnotwl 

(louo^mMo^ito ftolr Gandhiji and tho Congress had after all 


•Xronchant cHtioisms of tlio budget proposals of the Oowm* 
mont oamo from msmbors of tho Coalition Party. Speeches indicating somo amount of 
rostivoDoss were made by somo Coalition Party members for not formulating a oom* 
prebonsivo sohomo to deal with primary oduoatSoa. Jwmuianag a com- 

’l'?y M “® construotiyo programme, Mr. S. N. Binmn 
1» ollorod a sohome by whioli Oovornmont wore to aogniro ail landed intoirMts 

?L™n<f i?J oulttvating tenants and out of tho additional S 

fnr^Swi&l i™*® Hr,**® primary oduoation and Ra. 60 lakhs 

®® proposaST was snpportod by Khan Bahadur l|^ 
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24lli. FEBRUARY ‘A j)atronago budget, leflociing tlio character of the Coali- 
tion that had to depend on doles, patronages and promises’— that was how the 
Congress members of the Assembly characterised the budget, the general 
discussion on which concluded to-day. They said that it Inched a comprehensive 
scheme to tackle any one of the vital problems of the Province. 

This complaint was also voiced by several members of the Coalition group (suppori- 
ers of the present Ministry), at whose hands the absence of provisions for Iho imme- 
diate introduction of free and compulsory primary education came in for particular 
criticisms. The Scheduled Caste members were also aggrieved that their loyal co- 
operation was not being rewarded but the Europeans congratulated the Fiuauco 
Minister on his “satisfactory, well-balanced and straightforward budget” 

The Finance Minister, the hon. Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar told the House that 
ho had not attempted to achieve anything spectacular. All ho had attempted was to 
lay the foundation for many schemes, on which a super-structure might be built in 
the future for the benefit of the man behind the plough. Ho said tluit free au«l 
compulsory primary education had been started in one district. The (^overnmont 
proposed to introduce it in three or four districts in the current year. 

President’s and Si^eakeu’s Salauv Bill 

l$t. MARCH The Government sustained a surprise defeat in tiuj Assciubl> 
to-day in respect of the Bengal Legislative Cliambers (Prosidunt’s and Speaker’s 
Salaries) Bill of 1937. The Bill, originally passed by the Assembly in tlie last session, 
providocl a salary of Rs. 1500 a month for the Prosidonl of the Ooumul, Its. 2,(XK) 
a month for the Speaker, Rs. 2,000 a year for the Deputy President and Hs. a 
year for the Deputy Speaker. The Upper House amended tim Bill, making tfn* 
salaries of the President and the Deputy President equal to that of tho Bpeakcr and 
tho Deputy Speaker ruspeotivoly. 

Tho Finance Minister moved to-day that the Bill, as araonded by the Upper 
Houso, be taken into consideration and when the motion was put to vote, the “yen’" 
from tho members on the Government side was drowned in tho din of ‘*No” from 
tho Opposition. The Speaker declared tho motion lost 

Wuon the Speaker announced that the Government motion for tho conshhu-ation 
of the Bengal Legislative Chambers Bill was lost, tho Homo Minister, apparently 
taken by surprise, rose in his seat and tried to address tho Speaker hut nis voit/o 
was drowned in the applause from the Opposition benches. 

The Speaker then aeclarod that the sum total of refusal of the Houko to fake the 
amendments made in tho Bill by tho Upper Houso into oonsidoration was that tho 
House did not agree in substance with any of tho amendments proposed by Urn other 
Chamber, He would, therefore, send a message to tho Upper House to the 
that tho Assembly disagreed with the amendnaents proposed in tho Bill by tho Coumdl. 
If, however, the Government wanted to take up tho matter further, ad«ied tho 
Bpeakor, they might take any course that was provided in law. 

Famine Insurance Amend. Bill 

Earlier, the Assembly agreed to an amendment made by Iho Council in the 
Bengal Famine Insurance Fund Bill ol 1937, passed by the AsBcmbly in its last 
session, to tho effect that instead of the Govornment making an initial oonirihufion 
of five lakhs as provided by the Assembly, tho Government should make m annual con- 
tribution of ten lakhs to tho Bengal Insurance Fund which the Provincial Government 
were going to establish for expenditure upon relief of and insuranoo against tlm 
famine and distress caused by serious drought, flood or other natural calamittoH, 


Public Demands JRboovert Amend, Bill 

2ttd. MARCH Tliore was trial of strength between the Oovernmont and the 
Opposition in the Assembly to-day over the question of referring the Bengal Public 
Demands Bocovery Amendment Bill, 3937, to a select committee. Tho Governmont’a 
niotion to oirouiate the Bill was^ carried by 115 to 87 votes, the Opposition demand 
for reforenoo of the Bill to a select committee being defeated. 


' ills motion ot . 

Pretention of Oraelty to Animals Bill, 
the praotice of phoom a legal oifenoo. 


PSBVENHON OP OBtJBtlY 10 AsiHAtS Bttl. 
l)r, Natinqkaha _ Sanyal, the Assembly agrooii to tho 


passed 


Ti — «w ...w Beugai 

by the Upper House, which mmu 
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votiisTt on budget demands 

Sweepstakes Bill 

The House dociinod by 117 to G votes to refer to the Soloet Committoe the 
Bengal Sweepstakes Bill, mtrodiiced by a Congress Member, seeking to legalise t!io 
runuiDg of sweepstakes in aid ol publio iustitatioas. 

Money-Lenders’ Aiiend. Bill 

Tho Bengal Monoy-lomlers’ (Amendment) Bill, which brings within the purview 
of the Bengal Money-lenders’ Act of 1933 tlie advancing of loans of grains at 
excessive rates of interest, was referred to a soleot committoe. 

Bengal Expiring Laws Bill 

3rd. MARCH Tho Assembly passed to-day the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, in- 
troduced by tho Government. Tho Bill provided for a continuanoo of Iho Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act, the Indian Stamp (Bengal Amendment) Act, the Court Pees 
Bengal Amondmont Act, and tlie Btuigal Amufsomfiut Tax Amendment, Act, winch 
wore enacted in 1935 to fetch a total revenue of Us. 50t),00i). 

The opposition criticised the attitude of tho Government in nuujwing the measures 
as unfair in view of the prosperous financial position of tho country;' On befialf of 
tljo Government, tho Fimmm MitmUr pointed out that for extending the nation- 
building activities and also to meet tho liabilities be caused by the suspension of the 
Recovery Act and tho new Bengai Toiuiney Biil thesis measures ought to remain 
there and ho quoted tho views of the Einanco Minister of the Govenimeat of 
Bombay in tins respect. Ho iiowtwer assured tliat if tho Government noticed 
that the Bill alTectod tho people heavily or tfi.at it rtdavded the industrial and agricul- 
tural development of tho province the Guvornmont would either modify the Bill or 
repeal tho same. Mr, //. B. Norton^ who Imd a mandate from his constituency in 
respect of tho Bill, said that Elocdiicity Tax was one of tho most unfair taxes that 
have over been enacted in Bengal Kleotricity was as mipth a necessity for them as 
it was to the industrialists. Be asked that 2U unils should bo allowed tree of tax but 
this iiad been turned down. Tlio ameadinonts ^vero however defeated uml the Bill 
was carried by the House, 

Public! Dkaiands Iteovuin' Amend. Dill 

4tk MARCH Land mortgagf^ banks are to have speciul summary powor.s for 
speedy recov(‘ry of their outstanding duos fiom defaulting members whim necessary, 
according to llio iiill, called tiiu Bengai Ihiblic Demands itccovery Amendment Bill, 
wliich was passed by tho Assembly to-day, Gpp<»sitinn atta«.‘ked the Oovenimout for invok- 
ing powers for laud mortgage banks which they would like to deny to ether creditors. 
Bitter spooehes wore made, particularly from Krishak E*raja benches, against the 
Ministry and tho Bpoaker intervoncil and asked a member to coniine Ins remarks to 
the points at issue in.stoad of staiiing party recrimination which as he hud observed 
for tho last few days was cpuokly taken up by others, A motion for cirmilation for 
tho purpose of eliciting opinion sponsored by the opposition was pruK.srd to division 
and was dofoatod by 98 to CG votes, Tho House then adjourned till the Olh, 

Voting on Buooit Dk.makdb 

Sth. MARCH Voting on Btidgnt Demands commeneed to-day. The failuro of the 
UoverEmont to eft‘oot economy in the genurul administration was severely cnticisod 
by tho Opposition and two members ot tho Coalition Party (supporters of tho present 
OoTornmont) when tho House discussed tho budget demands fur tho grant under 
General Administration, 

Tho hoD. Sir AT. Nazmuddin^ Home Member, moved that a sum of one ororo, 
fourteen lakhs and eight thousand rupees be granted for tho expenditure undor the 
head General Administration. Mr. Fvamatk&mth Banerjee (OongreRs) moved a out 
motion, oritioising the Oovcrnmcnl’s failuro to elToot economy in tho g:onwraI adminis- 
tration. Tho hon, Mr. A. AT. Faziui Blm, Premier, speaking on the cut motion, said 
that i! tho motion was carried, It would amount to' a censure on tho Ministry. 
He said, **What will happen If this Ministry roslgns ? The only aifornativo is a Con- 
gress Mimatry, I can toll you that I am not afraid of \V* (Cries of “Hoar, hear” 
from Coalition bonohos and Ironical cheers from Coegross.) Continuing, tho Fromlor 
quotiMl a portion from the speech of the Finance Mlmstet of Bombay and remarked 
that ho echoed what ho had said, namely, ‘‘We have not got a magic wand so that 
W 0 may be able to ohange ago-long ooudltlons In a single daj.” After a heated debate 
for two hours, the out motion was rejected by 121 votes to f2, 
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Earlier, another out motion, moved hy Dr. Suresh Chamlra Bancrjce, crithnV:}ij|{ 
tiio labour policy of the Ooveinmont, was rejected without a division, 

10th. MARCH Thor© was a dramatic turn in the proceedings fh«» (Njii- 

ress and Xrishak Praja party members constituting tho Opposition staged a walk ( ut, 
following a disagreement with the Speaker in tlio matter ol precedence to initiate dis- 
cussion on cut motions on tho budget demands for grants. By arrangeinfnt four cut 
motions on general administration wore allotted to the Congress party. After twt* had 
been moved by them, tho third ^vas moved by tho Praja Party who wt*r‘> alho in the 
Opposition. After the disposal of tho third motion, the Speaker upon u 

member of the Coalition party to move tho motion standing in his nanus Ohjt cfioa 
was taken by Br. Nalinakakya Sanyal (Congress) to this cut motion be ing tnkfui up 
for discussion in proferonco to their own. Dr. Sanyal maintained that it wru. the 
inalienable right of the Opposition to initiate discussion on cut motions accoidiu.", to 
Parliamentary practice. 

11th. MARCH Tho whole demand for grant under ‘Land liovemu*’ amouidiniy 
to Ks. 30,85,000 moved by tho Hon’blo Sir i?. P. Stnffh Minister in ( luu^os whs 
passed to-day. The House divided on tho question of constitution and terms of tho 

S osed land revenue commission, out motion being moved by a memhor of tho 
tion group, but the Government defeated the motion by 120 to 70 votes. 

The Chief Minister made a statement in a very congenial fashion but it did not 
satisfy the champion of tho tenants, Mr. Tamijuddin Khm^ who immeiliatoiy .iflor 
rose to his feet and in course of an analytical speech scannnrl tlio speeches of both 
the Prime Minister and tho Revenue Ministor to prove that they <‘ontained 
He wont so far as to entertain doubts about tho houe.sty of tho Goverumont in de- 
ciding upon the appointment of a Commission. 

The Congress and opposition Praja party members caino back to the iinnso. Mr* 
Sarat O, Bose^ leader of the Opposition, was absent and in his absonen Mr. T. C. 
Qoswami, Deputy leader, made a statement on behalf of tho i>arty, 

14ili. MARCH There was subdued oxoitemont when Dm Assi‘mbly met in 
view of the reported defection of a section of Coalitionists, led by Mr. Tamiz%iddtn 
Khan, The anxiety folt by supporters of the Oovornmont was given oxprosHion tn by 
Mr. Abdul Bari and Mr. Ahdur Eakman Siddiqm^ who enquired of the lion, 
Speaker what would be the position of tho ministry if a cut motion was carried. 

The Speaker replied that it was a very important matter. He would give his 
decision at a later day. According to Parliamentary practice, any defeat for tho 
Government on a matter of importance tantamountod to a vote of no-«oiinden«o on 
them. It was for the Government to decide which mat! or they considered important and 
defeat in respect of which they would consider as having domonstrated their hmuj*, 
the support of the^ majority of tho House. 

The Oppositionists had a trial of strength with the Government on tho motion of 
Mr. Sasanka Sannyal but tho Government won by a rather oomfortablo majority cd 
129 to 83 votes. Mr. Tamimddin Khan and his gioup wont to the Opfxisitlmi 
lobby. The lobby was full of talks about much aotivitios behind the scenes ami 
protracted party meeting, 

ISth. MARCH The entire demand for police grant amounting to Hs. 2,07 89, (K) 
was agreed to and the House also voted tho grant for administration of justiiMj 
amounting to Bs. 77.14,000. 

In contrast to previous day’s alarums and excursions the proceedings to-day wurn 
rather devoid of interest. The Opposition which had received aecessiow of strengtii by 
the defection of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s group Heemetl to-day to bo marking timi^ 
and did not at all ohallongo division. So the Police ami Justioo grants were passd 
without division. 

Earlier in the day Sir Nazimttddin delivered a vigorous speech defending tho 
expenditure on special and intolligence branches of tho poiioe wJiilo the spoecii of 
Nataah Mussaraff Mossain towards the fag end in connection with tlie demand for 
grant for administration of justice provided the anti-climax. Tho Nawab Bahadur lias 
a peculiar way of delivering his speech. Eis imperturbability in the midst of 
interruptions, retorts and essays at witticism produced groat mirth in all soctions of 
of the House. During the period ho was on bis logs the whole henso rocked with 
teughter. He pat the House in such good humour that when the demand was put to 
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vote the opposition in consideration of the enjoyment he had provided did not ory 
“Noes” but allowed the demand to bo passed without any opposition. 

17th. MARCH A groat deal of heat and warmth was introduced when during 
the discussion on Educational grants on a cut motion by Mr, Abdul Bari, a member 
oi the Coalition group, Mr. A, E, Ispahan^ another momhor of the Coalition, made 
a bitter and potsonal attack on the Vico-Chaucollor of tho Calcutta University. Mr. 
Ispahani’s spucoh provoked hot protests from tho Congress honchos and following 
pulling up by tho Chair, Dr, Nalinakshya Sanyal loft the Chamber. 

Mr. W,'C, Wordstnorth, in a reasoned speech, said that in tho University they 
did not arrive at a policy on coramnnal vote. They dealt witli cdnoalional problems 
as edacatioiiists in traditions of scholarship d^Tached from communal rivalry, no 
matter whicli community was in tlie majority. Mr. Syamaprosad Mukherjee^ follow- 
ing, made a spuitod reply. Ho cliallongod Mr. Ispahani to reiioat his allogatioun out- 
side tho Chiuubor and ho would take him to the proper phtoo for romodios. Mr. 
Surat Chandra Besu, Lowlov of the Opposition, rogroited that such a speech war; 
allowed to bo made and asked Mr, Isjiahani if ho was a man of courage to take nr; 
tho challongo. The hon. Mr. A, K. Fazlul Unq delivered a calm, speech which had 
a soboi'ing ( fVcct on th (3 House, and Mr, Ahdul Bari withdrew his motion, 

18th. MARCH :--Tluit a supplomoufary demand for tho grant of Its*. 5 lakhs for 
the spread of education among the Bcheduled Castes would bo brought up by Iho 
Government in tho next session of tho As.s<mibly, staled the lion, Mr. A» A". Fazlul 
Eitq^ Premier and Minister of Edtuaition, during the di.scussiou on a cut motion 
under the head Education moved by a Hoheduleti Casio inomber, 

Tho Prime Minister said, “It is the declared policy of the Governmcnit to do its 
utmost for tlie education of the Muslims and tho Hchedidod Castes in order to bring 
thorn into liiu^ with the other advanciHl cfimmunitios.” JIo pointed out that Hie 
amount spent for tlio education of tho Kcheduled Castes eomparc*d favourably witli 
that spent in any utlier Province, o.tcopt Mmhm The Premier told the llouw that 
tho Government proposed to appoint three si^ecial committees for North Donga! and 
\Vost Bengal. The cut motion was withdrawn. 

Another out motion, which sought io criticlso tho Govenimont’s policy with regard 
to primary odimatien, was defoaiedi by ill votes to BB, after the rrimo Mmistor’s state- 
ment that, in view of tho universal demand for primary education, he preferred to 
introduco the same with the mmimum of taxation, 

loth. MARCH d'hu AsKombly voted to-day’ without division tho flemands of the 
Minister for Works and Gemmunication, tlie lion. Maharaja SHiihrhandrn Nandy 
of Kasimbassar, for a hum of Rs. 3*1,11,500 under tho head Jjrigation and Hs, 
1,34, 50, (TO uuiler tho head Civil Works. 

21it MARCH Thi^ entire jail ami convicts settbmumt.s grants amounting to 
Rs. 36,31,(300 were voted. All tho cut motions were dofoated but no divisions were 
called. Boforo tho Assembly mot the lobby was full of talks about a leader of aaooodiog 
group having received a threatening loiter. But in rospousildo (|nartars there was 
no disposition to attach any great importance to it. 

After tho question flour, Mr. Jalaluddin llmhmm attemj>tetl to move an adjonrnmoni 
of tho House regarding Die (lifiturl)au<?d in tho miff ai’ca m tho conrso of which one 
man died, several \vere injured inoluding a membeir of the Hppor Hoiim Bir Ftmi* 
mtiddin informed that tho uumljor of persons dead was two. As Mr. H^hemy had 
not brought any fresh reason showing why the adjourumoni was imperativo mi in 
view of tho great pressure on tho time of tho legismture wlion it was disoussing the 
budgot, tho ilon’blo Speakor diwallowod the motion. 

22nd. MARCH A further accession of strength to tho opposition in the AsSemWy 
was marked tliis evening when the House divided on the cut motion to tho budget 
demand for a grant under tho head Medical. While tho highest nambor of Opposition 
votes on any division up till now had boon 88, to-day's division recorded 06 Opposi* 
tbn votes as against 112 on the side of the Coalition (Ministerial) Party* Xho cut, 
which was sponsored by Mmlavi Ahmed Alh wanted one village dispensary for 
every union board* 

TWO other out motions were rejected wSthoufc a division and tho entire demand of 
M SO, 82,800 was voted. 
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The fact that a defeat for the Government was avoided by 18 votes oast in their 
favour by the European Group was signiGcant and showed that tho Opposition and 
the Ministerial Party were now more or loss evenly balanced, tho European gioup 
holding the balance of power, 

23rd, MARCH There was a fresh trial of strength to-day and tho result 
of the division was : Government 131 : Opposition 98. 

Tho House met in an excited atmospliore. Tho Whips of difforoiit groups wore 
busy and Ministers were scon going round to different boiichos. From tho start it 
was evident that both sides were marshalling their strength to their utmost capacity. 

At the commencement of the discussion on the demand for Agricultural^ grants, 
fho Hon’blo Mr. speaker announced that tho particular dobuto would contiiun^ till 
7-15 p, m. ; so both sides had an idea when tlio IIouso would bo dividing. Near 
about 7 p. m. Whips wore busy on telophouos sending B 0. 8. to supporters. Tho 
European group, among whom there w-cro a largo numl^er of absentees on the 
previous day, wore in full strength in tho House by the time tho Minister of Agri- 
culture was on his logs replying to tho debate. 

In a tonso atmosphere the Honso divided. Tho Bpcalor ruled that in order to 
avoid inter-crossing membors should walk straight to zespectivo lobbies and should 
not indulge in any canvassing in tho Hoiiso. 

When tho result was announced, it was seen tluit cmni^arrd to previous day’s 
voting tho Opposition had added two more to tlioir strength, while tin' Oovornmimt 
had whijipod round tho support of 19 more. Tho fact jiow omiugcd that tluj tlovoni- 
ment was now absolutely depeiidont for thoir life on the sup(KHt of the Euro(»tvms, 
who held tho key position at tho present moment in a truer sense than over before, 

24th. MARCH Tho demands for grants in regard to Debt Conciliation mid 
oo-oporation were voted to-clay. Tho othonviso dull procondings— manuscript cIo(pzuuco 
boing tho order of the day— wore Iiowevor enlivened by a battle of wils which cnsucid 
when tlio demands wore put to tho veto. 

There not boing a most suitable question on which to pillory Govt'rnmont with 
great e.fifoct with regard to the demands, tho Opposition whips were evidently 
relaxed, decision boing to postpone tho trial of strength to a more appropriate 
occasion in the fuluro. But thoir opponents w'oro anxious to seixo upon the oppor- 
tunity to malm a demonstration of their strength. 

25th, MARCH The demands for grants concorning tho Departments of Forests 
and Industries wore considered by the House to-day. Both tho demands wore voted in 
their entirety. Tho cut motions for reduction wore lost and none w^as pressed to 
a division. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Prasanna Deb Eaihut moving liis demand under Forests referred 
to (ho progressive denudation of forests in West Bengal, lie said that a roprosonta- 
tivo committee would shortly bo appointed to investigate tho matter with a view to 
preventing this grave threat to tho prosperity of tho countryside. 

The Ben’ble Namb Bahadur of Dacca in a statement ’ unfolded tho Government 
plan for tho industrial dovelopmout of tho Province which included among other 
things the reorganisation of tho whole system of f ndning jirovidod in (ho Govern- 
ment Weaving Institute at Soramporo, the Bilk Weaving Institute at Berhamporo, 
the Bengal Training Institute, tlio Peripatetic Weaving Schools ml the various 
demonstration parties. 


26tli.^ MARCH Tho Bengal Ministry tided over wdiat was described by tho 
Chief Minister himself afterwards, a critical division when tho Exomo grants wore 
under consideration to-day. Tho House divided on tlio issue of Govonimours failure to 
enforce prohibition, which was raised by a cut motion of Mr. Abu limaain Barker 
of the Krishak Proja party and the cut motion was defeated by 07 to 103 votes. 

It was in an aimosphpre of intense cxoitoment that tho Assembly met, for it was 
no secret that the Opposition would mobilise all thoir available forces to have another 
trial of strength with tho Ministry on tho question of prohibition. Tlie consideratioa 
of budget demands was conoludod on tho 28th. March. No division was called. 


Bbnoal Bxpibtno Laws Bill 


2|lh. MARCH :--The %n, Mr, W. Barker, Finance Minister, introduced to-day 
the Bengal Expmng Laws Bdl as amended by Hie Upper Souse. 
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A noint of ordor was raised by a Congress member objeoling to «io Bill being 
con^derad by Iho House on the giound <hat_ some of the items inoludeil in the 
scope of the Bill wore ultra vires of the Provincial logislature, these being included 

that it was eutirely within the corapotonoo of tho 
Boncal LMislaturo to legislate on those subiuots. It was open, he said, to the Padeial 
St to clarify the anomalous position and. give a definite interpretaliou on Sootion 
100 of tho Govornniont of India Act, which was roliol upon by tho hen. muinboi 
who raised tho ohjoction. 

Rent Colleciion ix Midnaptjr 

30ih MARCH Tho Pariy’y adjonnimoaf motion, of 

vesierdaV, to discuss tho situation arising out of tlio in'omufeation of Spdaon Idd, 
tJr P, dl in Coutai suh-division (Midiiaporo Dislrud) in jioiniefdion wdh Iho 
tion of runt was witlidrawn to-day after tho Uovouue Mmistor, the non. Sir i>!ioy 
Prasad 8ingh Roy, made a statomont explaining tho posiiioii. 

Earlier, tho hou. Sir K, Nazimuddin, Homo Mmistor, had a oonfoivnuo^ with iho 
Opposition Loader, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bese, and ten reprosonta iv|s of ho Midiia pore 
situation at which an agtoeraont was arrived at. It was Ktatfd Hi.it Hm Oppo,,ition 
had dooidod to withdraw thoir adjourumout raotinn. , w 

Tho Revenue Minister, in a statement, sanl that, the ilome Minister, the hmiiiioo 
Minister, and himself had met the Leader of tlie Oppo.iition, diwinssed this <iiiestimi 
and arrived at a satisfactory seltiement. TIio Ooyenimont wmihi very soon is.sne a 
oommuniqno, doclaring the Goveruraent’.s policy with i'i;«ard to tlie l•()lums|OIl of the 
oiihanood rout on all Kiiasmahal estates in Midjiapore. Dihlriet and tlie Suh-IJivisional 
Ollioor of Contai would issue orders witlidrawing notices of orders under beotion I'H, 
Or. P. 0. prohibiting meetings and ooiifereiioiw in that urea. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, Loader of the Opposition, o.s'pnjased Ralisfaolion at ho 
tormination of tho dispute in tho Suh-I)ivlniou, llo gavo this usKuraiK?o to tho 
Reveuiio Ministor that us soou tho (iovonuimut ordt;rs went mstuMi ;vgar;img iho 
romissioii of tho onlnmood rout in nwpoot of tim Govenunont duos lu Midmvporc 
Disiriot, Congross M* L A.\s in Miduuporo wouhl issno Icatlots, calling upon tho 
tenants to pay tho rent at tho chi ruto» 

CAr.OirTTA OlFfCIAIi Rut‘EIVIhU Hllil/ 

Tho Assembly next pjissod tlio (lalmifia O0ioiul Ue<Mdvet RiH vrhioh provided for tho 
admin istraiiou aiid control of the Ofliicial Receiver hy tho High (/ourt at Calcutta. 

Echo oi*’ Ministry Day 

Ut. APRIL Without a singlo dissimticnt tho memhors of the Assomldy rofomMl 
tlie privilege motion of Mr. J^yed Jaduluddin flaHlwmy ^ rehtiing to t}M‘ treat niunt to 
which cortam members of tho Ifouso wore suhjoctod in connection with ohwm* 
vanoo of tho Ministry Day on the 27th March last to the Privilegen Committee for 
devising necessary measures to be taken in the matter. 


Biuns DxsruaBP of 

In course of tho day tho Assomhiy fiassod the Bengal liajos of Interest Dill ami 
file Bengal Tonaucy (Hecond Amendmont) Bili ml terurr6«l other hm, y 

Bengal Local Bolf-Bovernmorit (Amendment) Bill, IhmgaJ Mumeipul (Amendtmuil) Bill, 
Bengal Village Bolf-Uovernmcnt (Amendment) Bill and tlie Bengal Dentists Bill to 
8oluct OommitteeR. 

Lanc REvismig CoMnissxox 

7tli. APRIL :-Proco0dmg» of tho Assembly to*day worn very lively w 
adjournment motion moved by Mr. Tamijuddin Khan, the leader of the ladependont 
Proja Party to cermure the Government on the appointment of the ohairmau of the 
Land (jornmisRion was disoussod. , ^ ^ ^ i. a » . 4 - 

The aujournmont motion was talked out. At the end of two hours’ discuHsion 
a momber from tho Opposition bench moved a closure motion, which was opposed 
by tho wtpiwrters Of tho Oovornmoat Tho House divided on the closure mol ion 
whioh was detoatod by 136 to 01 votes. The adjoarnment motion was Ihoroforo 
talked oat. 
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Bengal Tenancy Amend* Bill 

The Beogal Tenaacy Amendmoat Bill as passed ] by the Uppei H'>use was passed 
by the Assembly without any change whatsover. 

Sih. APRIL ‘.—The budget session of the Assembly came to an end to* day. At 
the ooaclusion of the session the Hon’ bio Mr. Speaker road a message from Hi« 
Excellency the Goyernor proroguing the Assembly . 


Proceedings of the Bengal Council 

Budget Session — Calcutta — 24th. January to 2nd, April 1938 

Famine Insurance Fund Bill 

The Budget Session of the Bengal Legislative Cmmoil oommonced at Calcutta on 
the 24th. January 1938 under the presidency of the Hon'ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra. After the question-hour, tho Council proceeded to consider the Bengal 
Famine Insurance Fund Bill as passed by the Lower House and had to be adjourned 
after two hours and 45 minutes’ sitting owing to tho failure uf the supply of 
olectrio current inside the chamber. 

25th. JANUARY Tho Council passed io-day tho Bcmgal Famine Insurance Fund 
Bill, 1937, as passed by the Lower House. Tho Bill provides for the establishment 
and maintenance of a fund for expenditure upon redief and insurance against famino, 
distress caused by serious draught, flood, earthquake and other natural calamitios. 
According to tho Bill, tho Government are to contribute annually Ks, 5 lakhs to tho 
Fund until it is raised to the maximum of Rs. 12 lakhs. 

Hunger-Sdrikb in Dacca 

26 th. JANUARY Ton convicts— nine terrorist and one onlinary— in Da^•ca 
Central Jail are on hunger-strike. This was admitted by the Homo Minister, the 
bon. Sir K. ’Nazimuddin replying to a short-notice question by Mr, A^ K, Dalta 
(Congress) this afternoon. 

The Minister enumerated the grievances and demands of (he Iiungur-strikiM, 
which varied in individual cases hut inoluded the release of all terrorist <?onvir4{j, the 
release of detenus, the repeal of all special laws and enactments which contrulled 
terrorism, and the repatriation of all convicts from tho Andamans. Ho added that 
before tho hunger-strike commencod, orders had boon passed by tho Govornmont, 
which had resulted in a classification of all terrorist convicts from tho Andamans. 

Sir K. Nazimuddin was glad to announce that two hunger strikers had since 
given up tho fast and he added that every stop was being taken by the authorities 
to preserve tboir lives. Concluding ho declared that tho Government wore not pre- 
pared to treat persons convictod to murder an<l dacoity as distinct from other 
olenders. The Homo Minister stated that one hungor-strikor had been fasting for Eftoon 
days, three for nine days, one for eight days, two for seven days and three for five 
days. Ho added that the rules for the treatment of Division If prisoners (nine 
hunger-strikers being such prisoners) had made every reasonable provision lor 
their treatment The prisoners had boen warned that they would render thomsolves 
liable to prosecution for rofusiing diet and tb© necessary steps were being taken by 
the medical authorities to preserve ihoir lives. Tho Government trusted that 
reasonable persons would refrain from encouraging in any manner the permstouoe of 
these convicts in their course, which would bo as disastrous as it was 
unjustiSable, 

Bmualis for Milixabt TnAimNO 

2Sth. JANUARY :^A non-ofl0loial resolution expressing tho opinion that tho 
Governtont of India should be moved by the Local Government to admit Bengalis 
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for military training so as to form a permuntmt unit of the Indian Army was 
unanimously passed this evening. 

Rai Bahadur AT. C. Banerjee said that Provincial Autonomy presiiopoaed a 
capacity for solf-dofenco and that reforms would be a mere sham and the Autonomy 
a mockery if the defence of the country wore not loft to children of the soil Bengal, 
with a population of five crores, was undoubtedly capable of putting into the field 
fifty lakhs of able bodied youths. Properly trained and equipped with modern 
armaments, what an asset would such an army bo to the Government in the 
defence of tho Empire V 

Mr. Wn B. G, Laidlatv, on behalf of the European Group, sup]>ovtiDg the resolu- 
tion, observed that it was nonsonsa to say that tho Bengali was physically unsuitable 
for military training. 

Replying to the debate tho Homo Minister, tlio hon. Siir K Nazimuddm^ said 
that tho Army was one of tho subjects reserved for tho Central Government and 
was not tho primary concern of tho Provincial Governments. Therefore, in this 
case, tho Bengal Governrannt would forward the proceedings of the day, with all the 
speeches on tho subject, to tho Government of India w'ithout thomsolves ex]>ressing 
any opinion on the matter. 

nAIlF.NDn^V MUN'Snfs DRATff 

2nd. FEBRUARY Moving an adjournment of tiio House to consider the situa- 
tion arising out of the death of the political prisomsr, Harendranath Miinshi, in the 
Dacca Central Jail owing to hunger-strike and tho appruhonsion of further deaths 
owing to continuod hunger-strike in the Dacca Jail, Mr\ Naremlninath DitU (Congress) 
said to-day that tho oauso of tho hungm*- .strike was that ton political prisoners in 
tho Dacca Jail had submitted to the Govornmeut a list of their grievanceB, W'hich 
the Oovornmont did not try to i-emovo, and 1110.40 prisonors wore subjected to inhuman 
and insulting treatment. 

Mr. Dutt recalled in this counoctiou the Home Minister’s reply to a short.*noticc» 
question in the House lately, in which the latter had said that steps would be taken 
by tho Government with this end in view. Ho omphasisod that death was due to 
tlio fact that Munshi was sufi’oriug from a weak heart and that, without knowing 
this serious defect, artificial feeding by force bad boon resorted to. This, tho mover 
addiul, was the third case of death by hunger-strike in tiio Dacca Jail in tho course 
of the last three yearn. T!ie whole country, ho comduded, <iemandud that tho Govern- 
ment should take steps, whenevor there was a Imngor-striko, for the preservation 
of the lives of tho strikers. 

Replying to the debate, tho hon, Eir K. Nazimuddbu ^hti Homo Miniulor, said that 
tho Government extremely regretted the unfortunate loss of life which could not be 
foreseen. There was nothing to show that the person was going to collapse so 
suddenly. Tho Government sympathisod with tho relations of tho doceasod, but at 
the same time they would like to point out that this should bo an object-lesson to all 
who went on strike and also those who onoouragiM], directly or indirectly, the conti- 
nuance of the hunger-strike or at least <Ud not attemjd to distiourago such Imoger- 
strikes by convicted prisoners, ffo reminded tho Uouso of his speech in tho last 
Assembly session in oonnoction with tho Andamans hunger-strike, m which ho had 
said that if the Government did not take a determined attitude, hunger-strikoH would 
bo frequent occurrences, Tho Home Minis* or t.hen referred to tho post-mortem 
examination on the death of Munshi, which rovealod that death was due to heart- 
failure and probably due to starvation and he denied all allegations of iU-treatraent in 
jail. The Minister asserted tliat doath was not due to forced feodtug and rogrethud 
that members of the Honso should have mtule atatemeuts without a proper voriiioation 
of facts. 

Sir K, Nazlmuddin informed tho House that ho received last night a roprosentation 
by wire containing a list of twenty complaints made by the prisoners after all of 
them had mado together. Ho maintained that 90 per cent 01 these grievances 
could be made by every terrorist prisoner in every jail These grievances were not 
local but common and could bo mado by prisoners all over India. Those required a 
thorough investigation before the Government oonld come to any decision. 

Sit K, Hazlmuddin emphasised that tho Government had taken all reasonable steps 
and precautions to save the life of the hunger-strikers. He analysed the causes of 
the strike and said that ‘‘Sarkar salam” was not one of them, as mentioned by some 
speakers. Be assured the House that If the Government were satisfied that the 
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pritionors had beon frivolously punished or any unfair treatment had boon moted out 
to thorn, the Government would take suitable stops. 

After a discussion lasting for over an hour and a half, Iho Council rejected the 
adjoiirnmont motion by 26 votes to 8. 

BENOA-ii Tenancy Act Amend* Bill 

8th. FEBRUARY t—The Council to-day debated the Bengal Tenancy Act Amoml- 
mont Bill as passed by the Lower House. The hon. Sir B, P. Singh Boy, Revenue 
Minister, moved that the Bill bo taken into cimsi deration. 

Maharaja Sir Mamnatha Nath Roy Choudhury of San tosh, Leader of tlie Pro- 
gressive Party, moved an amendment suggesting that the Bill be circulated for elicit- 
ing public opinion thereon by April 30 next. The amendment was under discussion 
when tJie House adjourned. 

14th. FEBRUARY By 37 to 13 votes, the Council to-day loforrod the Bengal 
Tenancy Act Amendment IJill to a Select Committoo of 28, tlie Committee to submit its 
report before February 28. 

Some members of the Proja Party accused the Govornmont of liaving adopted 
dilatory tactics as regards the passing of the measure. Otherwise, they asked, why 
did the Uevenuo Minister sponsor tho Bill and agree to accept the motion for a Holoet 
Committee in spite of the fact that tho Ddl had been passed by tho Lower House 
and the Government did not bring forward any motion for reference to the Select 
Committee ? 

Explaining tho Government’s attitude, the Finance Minister, tho hon. Mr, iV, R, 
Sarkar maintained that the Government were as anxious to pass the measure as 
anybody else. He assuiod the House that the Government would soo to it that tlie 
Bill was passed into law this session. 

fjNANOjAL Statement foe 1938-39 

ISth. FEBRUARY ‘The Bengal budget was presented to tho Council to-day. 

Addressing tho House, tho Finance Minister, the hon. Mr. N, IL Sarkar^ said that 
it was true that the Council was not called upon to vote on the budget and for that 
reason, it might bo thought by some that* this House was not rofinired to fool tlie 
same sense of responsibility towards the budget as tho Lower Honso. This was not 
the view ho took of the situation, for it never was, and never could bo, tho intention 
to treat tho views and suggestions of this House lightly. Ho assured the members of 
the House that their views an<l snggstions would bo regarded with the greatest 
attention and rospoct, must bo remembered that this is a House of Elders, of 
people with special Icnowledge and experience, whose opinon can be of very consider- 
able assistance in guiding us in our actions.” 

Council IteCTS Federation 

24ii». FEBRUARY The Council adopted a resolution to-day that Part If of the 
Government of fmlia Act of 1935 bo not brought into operation, it being liighly 
detrimoutal to the best intoiusts of the people of India, and hoping that the British 
Government would respect the wishes of the people of India and immediately 
devise means even for the transitional period to evolve a government free from the 
objectionable features of the Federation Bchemo as embodied in tho Government of 
India Act, this to bo framed in consultation with all responsible leaders representing 
ail communities in India. Tlie European Group opposed tho resolution. 

The resolution was carried without a division but tho iSuropoans wore against it. 

Explaining the attitude of tho Government on this matter tho Some Minister, 
tho hon, Sir K. Nazimuddin said thoy would neither express any opinion nor take 
part in tho debate. He assured tho House that tho Government would forward the 
proceodinga to the proper quartors. ^ . 

The movor, Mr. LalU Chandra Das (Congress) said that tho people of India 
wanted a Constituent Assembly based on adult suffrage in order to frame thoir own 
constitution. A Federation such as was oontemplatod, was not wanted by Imliaus. 

Mr. Nut Ahmed said that Indians were not 0)>posod on principle to the scheme 
of full-fledged Federation but Ujoy vehomently opposed the particular sohemo as 
embodied and visualised in the Government of India Act 

F. 0. Omond^ on bcdielf of tho Eiwopean Group, said that it was too late in tho 
day to make any objoetion to tho soheme of Fedomtion after having enjoyed the 
amentHes of Frovmdal Autonomy. The Europeans believed that the Act oonstituted 
a real towards Responsible Government 
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Electric Supply pou Oalcuiti 

25th. FEBRUARY : — The action oi‘ the Bengal Cxovernmont in rof using sanction to 
the Calcutta Corporation to purchase the unUortakirigs of tho Calcutta Eleotric Supply- 
Corporation within tho municipal limits of Oalcatta was severely criticisofl by several 
members of the Council to-day. 

The matter arose from ‘a special motion moved by Mr. LalU Ohandm Das 
(Congress) which pointed out that this action on the part of the Croverament was 
‘‘detrimental to tho best interests ot tho people of Cilcutfa and fraught with possi- 
bilities retarding tho economic development of the Province and shou!<l not bo por- 
sisted in,” Tho resolution urged that tluj conrinumoc of the present arrangement 
■with tho Calciilta Eloctrio Hupply Corf)oration should be stopf^ed and that the Oovorn- 
mont may be pleased to recommend that the opinion of tiuj Ifousc bo fully considered 
in tho Council of his Ministers hrdure any (Inal decision was taken about tho conti- 
nuance of tho electric supply lioense of the Supply Corporation. 

Tho resolution was rejected by fcht3 House by 23 votes to lO. Tlic Congress and 
Proja Parties supported tho rcsolutioa while Europeans and tho Coalition Party 
opposed it. 

2ndl. MARCH *Tho Council adopted a resolution without division, expressing the 
opinion that tho Govarnraent should take tiamediuto stops for the censtnietion of a 
separate building suitaldo for tho needs of the Bengal Legislative Council and provide 
tho necessary funds for tiio purpose in the y»»ar\s budget. 

TniiiTMEXT TO IlErATUIATKO 

4lh. MARCH : — Tho Homo Minister, the hon. t5ir K, replied to a 

number of questions to-day, regarding tho recent hunger-slriko in Aliporo Oontral dail 
and the treatment motod out to repatriated AndamaniroH. 

Bir K. Nazimuddin said that 67 prisoners, both political and ordinary, had gone on 
hungor-.stril {0 in Alipore Jail between February 7 and 18, but had since abamionotl 
their attitude. They had tlomandud approximation of their diet, clothing ami privitom 
to tho scales accorded to Division II prisonois. 

^ Questioned regarding the monthly allowanco to tho dotenas, tho Homo Minister 
saijl that tho monthly allowanco of Ks. 15 was not being paid to all released detomis. 
With tho exception of 1,100 dotonuH rcloaseil in nccurdance witli tho annoaucemenfe 
in Novombor last, tho merits of oach individual case would be examined and allow- 
ances of varying amounts would bo given m necessary. In the cases of the 1,100 
ilotenus released within a very short period of time, it was impossible to oonduofc such 
enquiries and allowances had bcijii granted at a flat rate without furfehor examination. 
Those released from homo domicile wore allowed to continue to draw the ailowanoes 
sanctioned for them in such domicile. 

Replying to Mr. Kamini Kumar JOnttth Dopufy Loader of tho opposition, Sir K. 
Nazimuadin said that ho was aware that diHsatisfaction had boon expressed in certain 
quarters at tho treatment meted out to repatriated Amiamanite, but it was not a 
fact that those -prisoners had no profmr clofliing in winter and also that tho jail treat- 
ment had undermined tho health of tho priHoimrs, 

The Council had a brief silting this afternoon when it passed tho Bengal Ehino- 
ooros Preservation (Amendment) fiill as passed by the lUwor House, 

Bn.vaAL Txmm Laws Bills 

2 1st MARCH A surprise was soning on tho Treasury Bonchos to-day when 
Prot Hxmmjun Kahir, a member of the Proja Party, raised m important point of 

order questioning the oompeteuce of the Provmoial Legislature to consider any Bill 

proposing taxation on the ooiistimption of elcctrioity^ which, ho contended, was a 
subject includod in tho Federal list of subjects as per tho Bevonth Bohedula of the 
Oqvornmont of India Act. Tho ocoasion for the point of order arose when the 
Kimnm moved for oousidoration in tho Upper House of the Bengal Expiring 

Laws Bui of 1038, which sought to make permanent Bills imposing taxation on (f) 
consumption of clootricity ; (2) entertainments ; 0) Scamp Duty j and (4) Court Fees. 

Elaborating his argument that the consideration of the Bengal Expiring Laws BUI 
ultra vires of tho House, Prof. Ka^r said that the duty on tho -oonsamption of 
eleotncity was^ m Excise Duty and, as suoL exclusively reserved fur the Federal 
Legislature, amllarly, the rate of Stamp Bu^ in respect of bills of lading was also 

exolasively a Federal snbjeci ^ # r » 
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The hon. the Ptesidmt^ whilo reserving his ruling on the point of order, expressed 
the opinion that the discussion on the merits of tho Bill might go on. In case he 
was convinced that the consideration of tho Bill was ultra vires of the House, the 
Chair was empowered under tho Standing Rules not to put tho matter to tho veto 
of the House. 

22nd, MARCH A warning, that if tho convenioncos about which mcmborB had 
complained, such as inability to got books from tho library, lack of drinking water 
etc., wore not remedied, he would bo compolled to adjourn the j louse from time to 
time, was given by the President to-day. Tho President suggested that instead of 
^‘begging tho Ministers” the members might movo a rosolutiou and sotllo the mutter 
once for all 

The bon, Nawab Mmharrtif Bussam, Ministor in charge of the Legislative 
Department, assured the House that ho would immocliatoly remedy tho griovauurs. 

By B1 votes to 10, tho House took tho Bengal Expiring Laws Bill into tjonsidera* 
tion. Tho point of order raised by Professor Humayun Kabir, on Monday last, that 
the Bill was ultra vires and illegal as it violated certain provisions of the (govern- 
ment of India Act was being discussed by tho members when the House rose for 
the day. 

23rdi. MARCH The President gave his ruling to-day on tho point of order 
raised by Prof. Humayun Kahir questioning tho competence of tho Bengal L{‘g!sla- 
ture to legislate for imposing a tux on the consumption of olootricity as was sought 
to be done through the Bengal Expiring Liws Bill of JOBS. 

While expressing grave doubts about tho ^{omp(^tcnt‘y of tho l<»cal Leg'olafure to 
deal with tho subject matter of tho Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, tiie Brosi<limt pre- 
ferred to follow the procedure adopted by llin Oanndinu and Australian Parliaments 
in similar circumstances and loft it to tho House to decide whidhor it wati compe- 
tent to pass the Bengal Elootriciiy Duty Act. 

The President hoped tho Federal Court would clear up the constitutional point 
involved in the point of order raised. 

Bshoal TisfANOY Acr Ameptd. Bmn 

2Stli. MACRH Tho consideration of tho Bengal Tonancy Amondmont Bill as 
'reported by the Select Committee was held up to-day on account of a technical Haw 
in the report. 

Maharaja Manmaihanaik Eoy^ Leadoi'* of tho Progressive Party, rising on a point 
of order, said that under sub-section Three of Section 01 > Bengal Council Eulos 
Standing Orders, it was obligatory on tho Select Commmitteo to state whether or 
not the Bill had been so altoked «as to require ropublication, btit this Ixad not beeu 
done, 

Tho Bevenue Minister and tho Home Minister^ while admitting th (3 (ochnHml Haw, 
argued that the House could condone tlio error. 

The President also held tlmt while the rule wus mandatory, tho irregulnrity had 
not vitiated tho Bill 

Howevor, on tho President’s suggestion, the lIomt» Minister moved a short notice 
amendment to send back tho report to the Stdt‘(*t CJommitteo with inetnicfion to 
rectify the flaw which was agreed to and the Council adjourned, Tho Bill, it will lo 
recalled, was passed by tho Assembly during tho last session, 

asili. MARCH Tho Council had ion minutes’ sitting this afternoon. After the 
Cou^il had passed Clause 1 of tho Bengal Tonanc 7 Act Amendment Bib, tho Hon. 
bir Bejoy Prasad Singh Hoy^ Eevenuo Minister, suggested to the Pn'Hident to 
adjourn tho House to enable tho leaders of tho different parties to meet and arrive 
at an agreement over the different amendments moved in respect of the clauses of 
tho BUI 

SOtli, MARCH :---Th0 report of Mho Privileges Committee of the Counoii was 
presented to-day in tho Counoii, recommending that no further aotion be taken in 
oonneotion with the decision of the President of tho Council to loavo a certain point 
of order and the Bengal Expiring Laws Bill to ho decided by tho vote of the Bouse, 

* obaiaoteHsing an editorial comment as an 

, mmwt toinuaticn against the Chair and as such, roprohenaible and deserving severe 
UAnm, , ™ *1,4 nfhia* that the r snort be referred hack, 
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to the Privileges Committee for ro-cxamination to enable tlio Commitioo to tako 
evidence, particularly of the editor of tlio paper concernod. 

The ildharaja of Saniosk^ Leader of the Progressive Party, pointed out that they 
had BO authority to summon the editor to appear hcforc them and avorrod that it 
must have been furthest from tho editors’ intoutioa to cast any reOeotion on the 
Chair. He suggested that tho matter bo dro[ipud. 

Agreeing with tho suggestion, tho President asked tho mover^of the report of tho 
Privileges Committee as also tho movers of tho amondmonts to v/ithdraw their motions, 
which they did. 

1st. APRIL Following five hour:-.’ dipcussion, Iho Council passed tho Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Bill this aftoruooii iu practically tho same form in which it 
emerged fiom the Lower House last year. 

The Progressive Party (iho Ijundlords Group), under tho leadership of tho Maharaja 
of Santosh, staged a walk-oui when tlio Iloubo (ookuip tho final rtiaduig of tho Bill 

Tho Loader of tho Congress Parly observed that altliough it was a half-hoartod 
measure and did not go far enough to ameliorate tho conditions of tho cultivators, his 
party was not prepar(jd to oppose its passuge inasmuch as it had some tdemouts of 
good for the cultivating masses. 

The passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act Amending Bill with only a few minor 
modifications by the Upper llouso in spite of vigorous opposition by the landlords iti 
the province marks an important stage in tho history of lan<i laws in this country. 
The landlonls’ transfer foe known as Salami^ tlioir right of pro-emptlon and right to 
realise rout by certificate procedure wnro abolished. Tho tenants were given 
the right to recover tho diluvial land within 30 years on ])ayment of only four 
years’ rent, while at tho same time tlin under- ryot willi o<iCiipaucy rights, wlio eamo 
into existence either before or after 1038, wore given rights similar to those 
enjoyed by tho occupancy ryot, including tho right to surrender his liolding, The 
rate of interest payable by ryots on arrears of rent were reduced from 12 and a 
half per cent to 6 and oue-fourlh per oeni. All the provisions under tho ISongal 
Tenancy Act conoorning the enhancement of rent, inohiding faction 52 of tlie Act, 
which conferred on a landlord tlm right to rocoivo additional area, wore suspundod 
for a period of 10 years. Last but not least, facilities woro given by tho Bill 
for tenants to sub-divido their holdings. 

It was this Bill that had boon tho canso of .discord oven in tho Ministry, 
Months ago, at a time when tho Bill was on tho anvil, the hen. Hir Bijoy Prasad 
Bingh Roy, Minister for Bevonuo, it was saiil, found it hard to agree to provision.s in 
tho Bill which wont not only against his convjcUons iu tho matter but against tho 
interests of tho constituanoy which ho reproseritod indho Assombly. Ho was in tlio 
Legislative Assembly as tho representative of landlords and tho entire landholding 
community had with one voiijo raised a storm of protest against any Bill savouring 
of expropriation, Sir Bijoy, iiowevor, reconciled himself to the inevitable and agreed 
to get along with tho Ministry, in spite of many clauses hi the Bill which wore bound 
to affect his own and his oomrauiiity’s interostR. 

The Maharaja of Santosh mado on tho floor of tho Council before staging a walk** 

out with tho momhors of the Progressive Party a protest against the Bill as 

amended by tho Council. Tho Maharaja explaining tho reasons for walking 

out^ said : “We cannot romaiu hero with any souse of solf-rospeot as tho 

majority aro bout upon tyraniuHing over tho holplcss laiuoriiy for political aggrandise-* 
meni Wo further fool that wo cannot have justice hero and that wo must seek 
protootiou from ilie ( Jovenior or iho (■lovorixor-ueneral, or from tho Federal Court, 
or from tho British Parliamont through tho Bocrotary of Btaio if need bo* Above all 
we shall tako our stand upon tho Instrument of luHtmctions created by His Imperial 
Majesty tho ICmg'-Emporor for vindication of tho Pomanont Sottlomont which is the 
bulwark of tho economic structure of Bengal*” 

Punao DBaiANDB teovsEY Amm. Ban 

2nd* APRIL :-;;*The Council was prorogued to-day after tho Houso passed iho 
Fabhc Demands Recovery (Amandmont) Bill oxtonding tho powers under cortificater 
propoduro of land mortgage banks in respect of roalTsation of duos in tho form iu 
which the measure emorpa from the Lower House, Tho Oongross Party opposed 
the consideration of the Bill but the Revenue Minister’s motion for consideration was 
carried by 26 to 9 votes* 
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208 Venkatasubbayya. V. 

209 Viswanatham, T. 

( Parliamentary Secretary ) 

210 Yagnkswara Sarma, K. P. 

211 Yakub Hassan, The Hon. 

(Mt nister) 

212 Zamindar of Bodinayakkanur 

(T. V. K. Kamaraja Pandiva 
Nayakar) 

213 Zamindar of Challapalli 

(Zabdatui Aqran Shkemanthu 
Rajah Yarlaoadda Siva Rama 
Prasad Bahadur Zamindar) 

214 Zamindar of Chemudu (Vyri- 

CHERLA NaKAYANA GaJAPAXHI 

Raju Bahadur) ' 

215 Zamindar of Mik^apuram (Ski 

Raja Meka Venkataramiah 
Appa Rao Bahadur) 



Proceedings of the Assembly 


Winter Session --'Madras -—27th. January to 1st. February ’38 

Thk Co::riiuvKT?,fu“ 

Tlio Roaaioii of Mu^lras Loj^iKlativo Ass«imMy ooinmonood on Uio 27ih. 

January 1938. Aftor forma! lu»in<*s.s tlio "‘Bantin Matavam” (^ontiovorsy a:isumud tui 
ugly tura whoa oighf- Muslim mombors, boa led by Mr. AhiUd Hitmitl I^han^ I<*ader of 
tho" Muslim L<'ague Party, wallorl out of the ]lou;‘-ij as a protest agalast the singing 
of tlio song. 

Soon after ilio Spnaker took chair and called for prayor, Mr. Khan loilgffii a pro* 
test to tlio Hpoakor tliat “Baudo Mataram” should not bo sung, but on the Spoakor 
not paying liood to his protest, In*, along wilh seven otiior Muslim momberR, staged 
a walk-out. Thonsafte.r the song was as usual sung and for the first time this was 
followed by the Hpcakor ofTering prayer io tho Almighty in English. 

Winding up tho day’s procoodings and adjourning the !Ious<j to m«*Dt on tho ru‘xt day 
tho llon^blo Mr, Haniharmurlhi, Speaker, referred to the oomuvdifm created in tlio 
House to-day, by tho walkwmt of a body of Miisliin members and said that 
he fully sympathisod with tho feelings of the Muslim members in luspect of Bando- 
mataram’ song, but felt that such Rpectacular demonstrations wen^ not indlspeuBahlo 
to exhibit tho fuoHngs. They might as well !uivi5 stayed away dining the prayer time 
Binoe it was not obligjdory on tho part of any mtmiber of the iiouse io remain in tho 
Uouso at prayer time. Be fell that some form of prayer was always necessary iu 
ovory parliamoutary body as was tho practitros iu many foreign countries ami ho 
hoped to ovolvo a suitable form of prayer agror*ablo to all communititm shortly iu 
consultatieu with represoritativc.s of the various nolectlons in tho House. 

Concluding tho Hpeuker announced that to-morrow boiu,g Friday, a ilay auspicious 
to the Muslims, a stanza from tim ijuoran would he sung first during the prayer time 
and tins would bo followed by a |n*aycr in Kaglish. “Baudemataninr would not bo 
sung to-morrosv. 

Dkiit IlKUinr Bn.ii 

Immodiatoly after the Premier liad prosontod the Scloot Commitici* report on the 
Debt Belief Bill, a point of order was rai.sod by the Opposition momhov whether, 
acoordbg to tho Govornmeiit of India Act, previous sanction of the Ooveriior had 
been obtaiaed, Tho IVemior saul that tho Bill was iuthe immo of the (Jovernraont 
which inoiudod tho Oovornor. Ho also added that tlio Oovornor^s previous sanction 
had been obtained. 

Several mombors moved for adjournmont of tho Bill 

K ing to tho eritioismH, tho Bromiur thanked Mr. Langley, of tho luropoan 
ir tho goodwill ho had for tlio pratmt (Jovornmout but Haul that they were 
not obneornod with wliothor the Bill would help thorn (tim Congrtiss} to coutumo in 
oflTioo or not. Tho point was wlmther the measure was good or bad. Eefernng to 
tho throat that tho Congress would bo thrown out of tho oflOioo on acoount of this 
Bill, ho said, that **any prospootivo politicai lossos or gains would not divert thorn 
from ptirsuing this Bill If the Bill was bad, nothing could bo gained by postponing 
it and it would bo hotter to rojeefc^ it even now Instead of allowing it to hang on. 

Boforring to tho criticism that the agricultural orodit would bo spoiled, the Fromior 
said that iio did not believe that any land would romain uncultivated nor any agri- 
culturist would go lor want of a loan of seed for sowing. Referring to tho suggostiem 
to Mow the lead of Bombay, tlm Premier humorously said that the Bombay Govern- 
mont was also a Congress Government and tho Congress was one Indivislblo whole. 
They would be williug to take the lead from any good Government. They were ex- 
perimenting on different methods and one would foe benefftod by tho expedonco 
of the other. The argumeat thut the ootmtry was against tho Bill was totally 
Inoorreet 
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Knmara Baja Muthia Chetiy of tbo OpposiHoa movoil an amendmt'iif, recommen- 
ding that the Bill be referred to the Select Committee agMin for farther considoration. 
The amendment was lost by 142 votes against 21, 

A third poll was demanded on 8ir A. T. Pannirselmm's araenflmrnt which t!ic 
Premier did not accept and it was negatived by 41 votes against seven. Ihe House 
then adjourned. 

The Bandb Mataram Incident 

28th. JANUARY When the Assembly ro-asspinhlod this moriiing, in acoordarn'o 
with tho statement made by the flon’ble Speaker yesterday, a Muslim inomber san;; 
some stanzas from tho Quoran. In spite oC this, those Muslims who stugf^d a wnllc- 
out yesterday during the prayer, time were not present in tlie Uouso aivl cam** in only 
after prayer time. 

Debt Relief Bill (Contd.) 

29th. JANUARY The Speaker Mr. Samhammti "adopted a rathor unusual 
procedure to-day for taking a poll demanded by au Opposition Member on an amend- 
ment on the Agricultural Debt Relief Bill, Tho Speaker ordered all galleries to bo 
cleared including the press, and all tho doors of the Assombly Chamber were 
closed for quarter of an hour. Visitors and pressmen had to stand outside on the 
Assembly veranda. One veteran legislator, a member of the Upper House, who had 
also withdrawn, told that the Speaker presumably wanted to impress on tho mombors 
the inconvenience and waste of time that woul^ be caused by taking a regular poll, 
so that they might think twice before demanding a poll. 

It may bo stated that this was the third poll demanded by tho Opposition Mombors 
in an hour’s time this morning. The amendment which sought for tho exclusion 
of charitable institutions from the operation of the, Bill was rejected by 137 
votes to 27. 

A second wajk-out was stagod to-day when four Muslim Mombors headed by 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Ehan walked out of the House as a protest against tho singing 
of the “Bande Mataram” song and returned after tlio prayer timo. 

3I«t. JANUARY After five days’ dobato tho Assembly to-day r)asso<l tho 
Agriculturist Debt Relief Bill without a division. 

All amendments having been disposed of tho Premior raovod that tho Bill bt^ 
passed into law. 8ir A. T. Pminirsolvam stated that imdor section 93 olanso 2 of 
the Government of India Act the Bill should not he passed into law at the sunio 
sitting and appealed to the Speaker to safeguard the rights of tho House, 

After the^ Premier had replied the Speaker overruled the objection, and tho 
Premier s motion that tho Bill be passed into law was carried. 

Federation Opposed by Government 

Tho ^ Premier then moved the resolution opposing tho introduction of tiic 
Federation. 

^ Mr, W» K. if, Langley^ Loader of the European Group, opposing the motion, 

*: said that he disagreed with the Premier that the mixture of representatives of 
V ^undomooratic” Indian States and autonomous provinces would bring about dis- 
viarmony. He quritad the opinions of well-known Congress loaders who were loud 
im their praise of Indian States, and advocated a fair trial being given to Federation* 

I Earlier, Moslem momhers, headed by Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan, again walked out 
pajotesting against the singing of Bando Matarara. 

J After prayer, tho Speaker announced that in future such conduct affecting the 
miemmty of prayers would be oemstrued as a gross disordorlv conduct Mr. 
lialjan.. a Mosiom member, interjected that they wore prepared for the worst* 

3 l*fc. JANUARY Mr, U. hi moving tho resolution condom- 

Ring tho imposition of ho Fodoral part of the Government of India Act said: “The 
signs are not wantnig that tho Oovornment of Britain is realising tho difOorilto of 
the mtuation, and, theroforc, wo must oxoross our views. This is not rnerolv a rci- 
teration of the Oongrsss dogma, but it is an 0 xp»ussiou of tho poopio as a' whole. 
Contmuing, ho said, “Life IS one and All India is united and ono. But what 

we want If a workable political oonstilutiom We find that tho wrong thing is culled 
m All-India umt Tho proposed unity is a ooanterfeit 'one. In the matter of dofonoe, 
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is possibio. Bui intmml ^overnmnnt is diffioulfc, imless it is homoge- 
neous/' (^onclutiing the FIoii. Piemier sairl : “-zVs wise men of aflaiis, let us unite and 
say that tfiis mi’cture—wiiioii (ioes not oven present the budget before the people and 
wants to have everything upon oompiilrtion is not wanted by us/’ At tliis stage the 
Ilouso adjourned. 

Ut FEBRUARY s-Afr. /htfut Tlawvl Khan^ leodor of the Moslem League 
Group, olianM!{tu’'Ki‘d ih*‘ f.;j n-dhin"- but a ‘hjiimb down tantnmount to the 

Omuiress -ui'.'n;;*; i-|) elnini t > 1 * a C.iiHtiiuent Assembly. The Moalom liOaguo 

was the ' on<y tfuil Iial oe:isi.4.urn^y ot»peso(l Federation and would 

couiiuuo to do s 

M''‘. Ynlf*b Minister for t'ubiie Works, stated that seven provincial 

Governmouls wnuid iffhjdia*’ the re* .elution. India w'ould watch with intorost 
whetlHU’ tile four other ju’ovine.al govto’nmmu.'-, headed bv Aloslcin Prt'miervS would 
also adfuil resohitioiis similar <o tuit niov-' I t»y tin* Mudrao Premier. 

KHmararaja UutMa lea lor of the Opposition, oppusiug the n‘Solulion, 

said tiiough the Jiisiiee Party had uue(|nivoeally deolarud tiiat tlio Oovornmeut of 
India Act had rall'm short of expootatums still the time would bo belter spent 
working tho F^detatiou limn dismissing whether J^Vderaiion was wojkable or not. 
Tim n*solulioa v;ivi carried wuliiout disuusKum and the Assembly adjourned till the 3st» 
March, 


Budget Session - 


-Madras — I si. March to 30th. March 1938 

Fi’uxmvo Btatfmknt roit 1938-30 


I'ho Oongresu Ministry's si*cond budget for the year 1938-39, vras presented by the 
Hon’ldfi Mr. tho Premier on till) Ist March. It ruvmicd a small 
Kurpluu of li>;. 19,909. The following are dotailn % 

Uavenne for the next yoa,r is estimated at; Hs. 15,0B,2t .OfX), Mhicli is less than the 
revised estimate for tlio <mrrent year by about 15 lakdm. The fail is mainly (liio to 
(1) smaller ineome-lax as-dgrunont aidieipaied for the next year, (3) rednetion of rates 
(,«f griming fec»i in riovernueuit forosfn by 59 piuonnt, with (dTeot from April 1, 1938 
and (3) conlomplaUid csdeuiuori from Uefofmr 1 next of Prohibition to two diKiricts, 


-S'lll 


foen and oxtmenon of Pr«ihibiii»>u involves a Ions of about il lakhs next year 
l.'ikhs in future years. Allowatieo ha^ also Iwnm made for lauil rcvmmu ^ coum^ssious, 
involving a loss of over 7/i laklu. 'fho oxfmnditiire ohargod to roveuuo is tistimiited 
at Us. i5,98,09,fX)0 leaving a small surplus of about Rs, 12,000. 

Rodrunohment under hill journey clmrgt^s, udeaKu <d prisoners before liuur time, 
recent revision of pay of Govmument servunts aurl ngdaouraent of salaried modioal 
onicors by honorary nfllceiH in tloverument in.slitutions account for saving of about 
Rs. 3,50,000 while abolition of ro-Hottlomout has resulted m a saving iu exponditure 
by about Rs. 3,50, fK)0. 

Provision hn!4 tiecn made for now expnndituro involving an annua! cost of about 
Tls* 0 and a half lakhs and non-ri*curring ox[mndituro of ultimately HSt 30 lakhs. 
Provision made for the next year under both houds is about Rs. 18 lakhs. lis. 16 and 
a iialf lakhs of this mo for development sorvuus an teaching of fiindusthani in 
secondary schools, development of hand-spinning and khadi manufacture, water aup|dy 
and draiuage schemes, both uri»a» and rural, anti-malarial raoasuro and mosnres for* 
control and eradication of plague, impr»>yomunt ami expaasion of rural dispf3nsanos, 
introduction of cancer treatment in stivend hospitals, ameliorativo moasures for de- 
pressed ciasses, nxporimuufs of fruit culture and luirsories and expansion of the 
Veterinary Lepartmimt 

Larger ineruasoH as compared with t93M7 occur under education Ils. 5,25,000, under 
medical roliof Eh. 5 lakhs, under public health Rs, 20 iukhs, under sehofiuled classes 
Rs. 2 one fourth laklui, under Agrloulturu, Yutoriuary and Oo-ojHimtivo Credit Es. 4 
lakhs. This has been done in spite of the sacrifice of ofmsidomblc amount of iwonno 
in 3938-39 as compared with 1030-37 viz. Its. U lakhs under Excise revonuo, Es. 18 
lakhs under Land Bevenno and Hs. lakhs tinder forest revenue, or Ks. 50 
lakhs In alb 

Capital expenditure Is estimated at about Hs* 1,34,00,000 and is most for remu- 
naratlve irrigation and olectrioity schemes, hospital baildings md payment of 
commuted mm of nensions^ which had been proyisionaily provided for under capital, 
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For loans to agriculturists^ local bodies and othors, provision has been made for 
about Rs. 1 crore 18 lalihs. Out of this sum Rs. 50 lakhs aro to enable the agricul- 
turists to tako full advantage of relief open to thorn under Agriculturists’ Debt Relief 
Measures and about Rs. 7 lakhs aro for loans to them for other purpose's including 
construction of dwelling liousos. 

Rs. 53 lakhs are provided for loans to local bodies, mostly for water-supply, 
drainage, housing, electricity and other capital expenditure and about Rs. 8 lakhs for 
advances to industrial concerns, co-operative societies and othors. 

ft is iiroposed to raise in the open market a loan of Rs. 1 and throe fonrib crores to 
finance tlie remunerative capital expenditure and for re-londing. 

The closing balanco at the end of the year oxchisivo of the socuritios in the 
Famine Relief Fund and E-’ykara Electricity Funds, is ostimatod to stand at Rs <14,57,000. 

Capital liabilities and assets of the province at the end of the current year are 
estimated at Rs. 17 and half or ores and Us. 30 and three-fourth crores n^spoctively, 
corresponding figures at the end of the next year lieing Rs. l9 and ono-fourth crores 
and Rs, 32 and half crores icspcctivoly. 

The Budget for 1938-39 at a glance : 

Revenue— Rs. 15,98;21,000. 

Expenditure— Rs. 15,98,00.000. 

Burplus— Es. 12,000 

Transactions outside revenue Account : 

Receipts (open market loans) Rs. 1,75,00,000. 

Total disbursements— Rs; 2,20,43,000 

Excess of disbursements over re<*oipts Rs. 45, 43, Of )0 

Balances : 

Opening Balanco— Rs. 1,09,88,000 
Closing Balance— Rs. 04.57,000 

Capital Liabilities and Assets ; 

Total Liabilities-Rs. 19,17,57,000 
Total Assets-Rs. 32,48,07,000. 

Excess of Assets over Liabilities— Us. 13,30,50,000 

Famine Relief Fund ; 

Opening Balance— Rs. 01,11.000 
Closing Balance— Bs. 57,49,000 

Electricity Reserve Funds ■ 

Opening Balance- Rs. 5,73,000 
Closing Balance— Rs. 12,40,000 

Tnia Motor Ymxoum Taxation Uilu 

After the presentation of the Budget, the Motor Vidiiclos Taxation Act Amending 
Bill empowering local bodies to receive taxes diroot fi‘om llie payers to oompimsato for 
the loss of toll income was passed into law. 

Relrasb op Coxvioth 

2ncl. MARCH The Fromior explained to-day the Coverninent’s fiolicy with 
rvdard to the release of convicts. Mr, G. Rajagopulaoliari sai<l they had 
eugdod to follow a policy of conditional release in favour of pi isoners con- 
ioojted of crimes other than thoao which mdicated that such clomorH*y miglit prove 
dangerous to tho community. Buch a policy, he said, had boon long bverdne and the 
cases of all oonviets sontenood to terms of six months and upwards who, in the 
Qovernmenfs opinion, could bo released without danger to society, were being exa- 
mined. They wore to be given generous remissions and were to be ndcased in batches 
subject to their good behaviour after release. This policy besidos fuithering tho 
movement for the reformation of criminals would, by effecting a largtj reduction in 
jail populations, result in reduced expenditure on that department. In antiidpation of 
this; provision had been made in the budget for a saving of Ks. 50,0(X) on this 
aopount. 

Tr^^pho Control Bill 

The Assembly next passed the Madras Traffic Oonfroi Bill 
lYhen the Mmister-in-charge of the Bill moved that the Bill bo passed, Sir i. iPl 
Qoiri . m would be a mockerv to call the House a deliberative body if 
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measures oE far-reauhin^^ impotiaueo are hiiiUe i through ia uaduo haiito which is 
coatrary to tho aswiiranoo given by the Piomior iu the Dymic llouyj while discussing 
the Debt Kclief Dill.” The Premier, in rHjdy, drew distioctioo between quick- 
ness and huste. Ho mainlaitiod (hut ceutralixed coalroi was imp'jbsihlo unless cortaiu 
imaginary powers o£ local bodies were curtailed. 

Gkneiiaiu Dlsjuswion Oi* DUDGKr 

3rd MARCH: -The Assembly cominetioed to-duy tho general <Uucussiou of Bud- 
get. The ooposiiioa was oaughf uaMping, whoa, at. 7-25 p. m., fht) Speaker, tindiag 
no ono rising to speak, oailod (lie Premi*jr to reply to the debate. An opposition 
member x*opresonled that several memborH of his side wiie had iiiiundud to speak had 
thought that they cotiU spt^ak eii the tie\t day a» thruj days liad boon allotted for 
discussion of (ho budget. The 8})euker all<)wiii him to spouk and alhO another mem- 
ber after which no ouo rising, (he Premier begin replying but had not conclude*! 
when tho house adjourned. 

Mr. E. H. M. Bower (Anglo-Indian) spxakhig firs! congratiilai»‘d ibc Premier on 
the surplus hudgot without impositioji of additional taxatiou. Sir WHlinm Wriijki 
consi<lere<l the Premier’s budget Kp^cch disappointing ansi wanied the pivnuier to ‘es- 
tablish a bettor convoaiiou liy which ail tlnj prop.jsed taxalkm bills weuM iicoullinod iu 
the budget, so that the IniHihess and iudusinai interests roigiit know the exact posi- 
tion in the coming year, au<l be miablol to *<*gulato those commiitaen(,i5. U'S pai»l a 
oomplimont to tho [iruraier for liis sound loan policy and assured the Europoati 
group’s sup{)ort for loans in fiirtherauee of sound economic and rentunorative 
schemes. Tlio struck a note of po'isim.sm with regard to tho succo.):'> of the 

Wardha schomo, 

4tli, MARCH: -An importani ruling w.ii given l»y tho Bpnaker, Mr. U, Hamha'* 
murthi when tho Assembly resumed the geuoral dobati* m Diidgoi to-<lay. 

An Opposition raombor raised a point of onler as to whetiier it wouM no(. Ihj 
coatrary to Parliamentary practice to allow other mombors to spouk when tli'i Finance 
Minister hml half finushud ids reply on the Budget dubaie, 

The Speaker ruled that as IJiO House ha*l still tho fdenary powers of rule -making 
iu regard to tho prooo<luro and as Uiuse rules of the Ibiuso <iid not eonllict with (he 
rules made by the (devenior for the oompletion of fin.incial business under seeHon 8! 
of the Govornmimi of India Act. ilie House liad ample discretion to suit tins exigen- 
cies of the situation when Iho olastbitiy of procedure warranted. Ho iheroforo ruled 
that (ho other members would bfj allowel, as a matter of indulgoncij, (o speak on the 
Budget, and tho Premier would his reply at the mid of tho disciusiou. 

Mr. W. K, M, Lmipkii (loader of tho Rnropoan Group) describod Ibo Budget m a 
good ono, containing provisions wliich wont a groat way to ine.roasn tho health and 
ofneieacy of tho peoplo, Mr. A. 'f. Ptmmraeloam, an ox-Ministor, charactt*riso<l the 
Premiers Bu<lget speech as ^'•moru fitiod for tho Oongross House than for the Assembly. 

SHmaii Lakshmidevamma pan! a comnlimmt to the f^remiar for lits well thougiti- 
out Budget. Bhe pleaded for revision of tlio Famine Coilo, 

9t!i. MARCH ()ino<i humour prevailed when Mr, O. BajampalaeharL the Premier, 
stood up to reply to the Budget debate to-day. He reitoratod his faith m prohibition 
and rofuto*! tlie allogatirm that tho Halem collootor’s report on the sueeoss of the 
schomo was exaggerated. lie assured that he would not bide any oviclenoe given 
against the snecess of proliibition and ospressod thankfulness for the voi'y generous 
manner in which tho Loader of the Gprmsition had approved of the Gadget and 
given expression to hm uuqualilied approval of several parts of it. 

DoaUng with Hindi ho said that Hindi or Urdu should not bo mixed up with 
religion. U was tho language of Hindus aud Moslems in India. There was a quarrel 
over Hmdi and Urdu in North tadia. lie wished that those who had anything to do 
with politics wonld not borrow quarrels from the north and add to their dimoulties 
In tho south. This, however, was ooing done unwittingly. 

VoOTo ox BoDoir Dmaxos 

MARCH :*-Tho House assembled to-day for voting on demands for grants. 

Bit A, Tj, Pani^irBBtvam (dusfcico Party) moved a cut of Rs. 100 in tlio demand of 
Rs. 23,87,900 under ‘Maud revenue^^, to urge the Inadequacy of the relief proposed 
by way of laud revenue remission. 
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Most Opposition mombors who participated in the debate vSaid that the Debt 
Belief Bill could serve only as a palliative. It ouull not oar o the biirdeu of over- 
taxation under which the agriculturists sufiforod. 

Tho Premier said that it was not }iossible to ohungu all^oE a sudden a laud revenue 
policy which had been in operation for more than ICO years. There was such a 
thing as tradition, to got out of which would necessarily involve time. 

The motion was pressed to a division and lost 18 vofiug for and 108 against il. 

ISth. MARCH Baring discussion on tho excise demand to-day, Mr. K, AbtJur 
Eahman Khan suggested that tho Government should organizi? poaoofiil iiickidting of 
“toddy” and “arrack” shops ami thus prepare the ground for the iutinduniinn of 
oomploto prohibition by stages. !\Ir. P, M, Palai^ ex-intcrim Minister, nnggeuted a 
plebiscite before prohibition was introduced. 

Mr. O, Bajagopalachartar, the Premier, replying, stutsMl tliat; the temponinco 
measures adopted by previous Governmouts had failed miser.iblv. Thai was why 
tho Congress Ministry bolioved in unmplote prohibition in pliee oE piiicemtuil tneasures. 
Keferring to tho allegation that tho report of Mr. A. F. Di'cen, collector of Balern, on 
the working of prohibition was an OKuggeration, tho Pr.'Mior do(daroil : *'Mr, Dixou 
has become an enthusiast only on suOTiciout grounds ami uvidromo. \ too am out Im- 
siastio about prohibition. His conclusion about tho success cl* prohibition tallies with 
mine, and that was why T quotofl his observations,^’ 

Mr. B, Samba^nurihij BiJcakor gave an important ruling when he said that (he question 
of amouding any clause of any existing act tionld nol he raised through a cut motion 
on demand in respect of that depariniotif, and only the policy and details of adminis- 
tration of Govornmoiit could bo discussed. 

18th. MARCH Intervening in tholdobate on a motion to-day, the Premier Htxvi that 
members of tho Borvices should be responsible to the Mluistors ami tho Govonirnunt, 
and should not beoomo tho customers of clients of meiubors of tho llousu. Thu 
statement was made in criticism of tho policy of tho Kogistratiou Department iu tho 
Assembly. 

I9th. MARCH do not think that any section of tho House is in good mood ; 
is it worth while to take the poll now V” With those words tho Premier, Mr. C\ 
Rajagopalachari to-day eased a tense atmosphere, which might havo dtwoiopcd into 
an unpleasant incident, whoa on the demand for adjminimont of tho Assembly at 
7-BO p, m, which was lost, a poll was demanded. Tho Premier’s words had tho desired 
effect and both the adjournment as also tho demand for a poll were withdrawn. 

Earlier Sir A, T. Pamirmlvam's token cut urging tho iiocossity of roHCinding the 
Government order of reclassifying irrigation sources in Taujore diVdrict on tho ground 
that Tanjoro paid the highest amount of land revenue in tho world, wliile it cold 
paddy at the lowest figure obtainable iu tho market, was uogatived by 9 votus to lOB. 

I9lli. MARCH •.'—Beenes similar to tboso onaclod by tho Congress and olhor 
Opposition parties in tho Contrat Legislative Assembly in course of fho dificucsiun of 
tho Finance Bill wuro wituessud to-day, when tho Opposition consisting of tlio Justice, 
the Muslim League and tho Imlopondont parties withdrew their cut motions without 
any speech. About 100 cut motions were givou iioticu of by them under various 
budget demands to discuss such important subjects as separation of tho Executive 
and tho Judiciary, jail reform, wholesale release of prisonors, tho question of retain- 
ing the criminal inteiligonco dopartmont and tho like auti tho llouso granted five 
major demands in one hour. One solitary Muslim member of the Opposition alone 
moved a few out motions* 

This attitxtde of the Opposition which had all along been criticising the policy 
and acts of the Congress Government through numerous cut motions during tho past 
few days was significant. Lobby talks indicated that as tho Opposition felt that they 
wore not given sufEcient opportunity to vontUato their grievances they thought it bettor 
to keep, silent over tho voting on grants. 

A clue for this was obtained whan Sir 4, T» Panntmeham of tho Justice Party 
who Wi|s first oallod upon to move his cut motion on demand under Head “District 
, idhumstratjon’* said that smoe he happened to transgress the relevant limits in 
eonrso pf hm speech and too many points of order were raised during the same, ho 
fi. I-a nvitMaeii nv ftTmalf nn hlR mit motions. 
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Dewan Bahadur Luc“'LoTIhe OpporiS 

similar raason ““J We\“wious demands all withdrew their motions without 

^ House adioutued till the 21st. _ 

21.t. MARCH :-‘T am ,ro7*^L“-nt^dt“a: Moskll^ fhrtabled 

after anotlier Vam^‘S ’after^ tho SJucaiiou Mmisier had 

out motions as the 4 CO i^Su-r tt ii.ad -Eduoatiuu^' to-day. 

moved demaud for a ica^l ia l.liis alilludo sdudi tiat opposshun 

Sir f Sr fiiihh“roHf*i^^ aiaviiiL^ the dcmaiul, 

adopted last 'Gevenpuvut ^v-tc siiondin^^ tnuoli less than iu 

claimed that m the >oai ^ ^iOOlO vvcit piovidcd tor the 

the previous vt.ys^ou xhe M ^ ^ u'p'cU.d lhal o'.viiM te paacHy 

of Huh . h,\,f! ..t b. providul. 

“' ^S^SlIlSoSiVof O' O' 

"‘i?S ;i,;;“'K:j„oS:il,r.l2Ssas 

lost it tevt bouks wero wiitteu m "'‘"y- p,, jaiimmv:;rin"ut that tho Govorn- 
Mr. Abdul Ihtmul koh-abiV m'u Mosbmi education, and su8SflSts-4 

miont worn willms to spoud J ^ :',.^ {„i. scholarships to Muslim pupils w 

that tho.Promior ^aui ^Wln 's i no o hi, said that it was not possiWn 

tho prosidonoy. Uotoiimp' to "”> '' •» I ,..,s iho (Tovetumeut sjimil laiftor Kiiror. of 

to mako tlw achemo a«l£-sapportiU;-‘. uulc.-^ u.i -*-»>- i 

money. r , » r» * 

23r<l. MARCH :--Moyi«>' Um F^|'l'|' imvkmiol 

said that the Oovoirmii-ni hud Cur demiute proviioii fer tho condnefe of 

public Uoahh. An itiudical oystom, Dr. 

; :”‘ 

s.&s;t",ia™ ,;!“,.s.i "six ';.^i 

2311.. MARCH :-“l buppml “''£P“,,Sj*"'“,':i.j,yS 'w-to''Kl'“lS» ™ 

US," said Mr. G. ' 1' ho iSor dfd uot liolieTO in oolieoUw 

the iudustrioH tlomand. lahour aisputo8.\ He 

Ko..„.»3.iti.. w«, tt.um.Mt 

to isolatiou ami would bo unsocial. ,. ,, labour situttlioa. TUo Miaisler far 

bT.l“K^^ » «. to'di.,i„i« ...M »i i. .«i.d, tot tto 

I’remier was not without hqpo, (inmand fur iadnsttfos and labour 

Mr. Girl, tho Minister, in « SWu SolMisatioW^^^^^^ 
doolarod titat ho bohovod la tho ^pLi, ha saidi was a groat sueaess, 

to tho uationalisatioa of transport in Ip.darahad. which, no Hsm, was,« a 

Ha also baliovod in .Stato-aid to WffV’***!' natioaalisatioij nor did they baliaw 

i. KssrobS 

, private entorpriso, dbsarved w aHniion of the oiHiositlou stiggos- 

5SiK.iSS’teSar&«£®%°8»;»tA«tiM..t 
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26th. MARCH -Tlie Speaker’^ visit to Europe was dis<;usbt‘d to-day whea tbo 
Premier, Mr. C. Bajagopalachan moved a tokuu demand fur the purpose. 

Leaders of all gioiips supported the dewanrl. Mr. A, Paumrsdvam hoped that 
the Speaker would after liisieturn out ‘^healthy, satisfaotuiy and illamiaatiug prec«3- 
dents for future Speakers/’ Mr, W. K, if. Lanylvif fEuropean Oroup), said that 
nothing hut benefit would ho derived by the Speaker’s visit to countries wJuiro domo- 
cratio institutions existed. 

Mr, SambamuHhi^ the Speaker thuiiked the llouso for the whuioheartud support and 
r^aid that he did not intend to bo uwa,v for luoru than four months. 

The House voted this and other siippleiuontury demands amounting; iu Ks. i2.098,iAiU 

Earlier, moving a cut motion, Mr, J. NuUall referred to the si riuiisnoss of the 
labour situation, fie particularly referred to iho stoppage ol work in cotton mills. 
The mover drew the Governmoui’s aiteution to the danger of introducing provinciai 
legislation which should rightly he the conccru of the (tentral Govonimout. Mr. 
Nuttaii agreed that properly constituted trade unions should ho recognized. It would 
then be possible to bargain collectivoly without the iiitcrfercuoo of outsiders. Ho 
suggested the cstabUbhmeiit of a Labour Office similar to that in Bombay. 

Mr. T, Kfuhmmachariar (Indian Commerce) said t.hu psyeliology ifcdiind 
labour trouble was that the advent of popular governmont had created a giec<l iu ilio 
minds of certain people who thought they could even ask for tlio moon. 

Speaking on Mr, Nutiall’s cut motion which ho suggested should be withdrawn 
as an aoknowledgmeni of iho attitude adopted by the Labour Mi ulster, Sir William 
Wright said that the employeis had no quart el with colhictlvu bargauiirig. They wel- 
comed trade unions which wore pro]n*rly led and actuated by a sense of respunsibility. 
Both the em]doyers and w^orkors had reason to ho grateful to tiie Ooverumeut for if,-, 
labour policy. Ihc Government’s communique of last October, ho said, had not fallen 
on deaf ears where employers wore ooncernod. They folt a definite responsibility 
to all in their ompluymout. The most disturbing feature of the pro, Mint situation 
was the increasing indisciplino among labour ranks directed not only against iho 
employers but their own union loaders. 

2Sth. MARCH "I want eommulafion of pensioiiK <o stop and I am glml ihai 
the Chief Whip of the Juidioo Party is with me, though its leader is against ii,” 
declared the Promler, Mr. 6*. Bajagopalachan^ replying to a cut motion io-day to 
reduce tho allotment under pensions. 

**1 welcome tho motion,” tho Premier added, “but I reipipst iho mover to wiilulraw 
it with the full ussuranoe that I aiu eutiridy.wiih him. It md berauno of tho eriU- 
eism raised in the House cm tho system of accouuiiug that. I want commutation to go, 
bat hocauso our revenues cannot stand this strain.” 

The motion was withdrawn and iho entire demand voted, 

laiRumAii TtfiAKPio BumniKSHioN Bili. 

29th. MARCH Mr, Baman Mmon^ Minister for Courts and IPrisoiu;, moving 
that the Madras Buppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Hill, us pu,shcd by the 
the Legisjativo Council, bo taken into eonsideration, said that tho Aot in furoo was 
not sufficiently strong to bring atiout iho desired effect, namely, the ooraf»hd,o mippios- 
Hion of traffic iu women. By tho amondiug Bill, it was sought Cor iho Hast time, to 
make third-party oaruings an offenoe. Tho Bill was passed into law amidst cheers 
from a largo number of women in tho Bpoakor’s box. The House then adjourned till 
the next day^ tho 30th. March whoa after 100 quosiiou wore answered, it was 
p ror&gmd. 



Proceedings of the Madras Council 


Madras — 31st. January to Slat. March 1938 

Hoyt. OpposirioN to FciorriATTois 

A throo days session of the Madras Le^dsiaHvn CfMincli oomTnond on 3'i»i 
March 1938 when after formal hiiHinoss I)r. T. S. //. Rffjan, Minister fur Pnhiifi 
Health moved a rcsolntiou of Ftnioratioa. In doini 5 so, lu^ deoian'd ■ 

‘The natohin.i( up of irrosponsihio aulooraoios, honi*vrdont looinrfdiiu; and fuiriy 
Tes})onsibio govornmonts into a Federation and ♦‘vtdve a schtime hasol on it is nnhearll 

of in I^^stor>^ This sort of mixture will not only lui indigestible, but add au‘t a j a 

poison in Uio body politic of nation. The solirnne, far from promoUir; unity, 'aull 
only sot up forces of conflict f^otweim States and HriHsfi Indian units/* 

Doctor itajan continuing said that the Oongnjss acc»^ptcd the Federal ion a-; 
a principle, but it is opposed to tdic scheme envisag^id by the <lov{n7nn*'*ut of India 
Act, 19115. The schomo was a mihlit and utterly unuccf.'ptabh\ ‘‘This is the considered 
public opinion of this provinijo”, said the fTon’blo Minisior, ‘‘and I trust otljor Provincial 
Governments would also follow suit and loilgo their pretest/* 

Sir Ma^ionmed Usman^ Hir A. FI Hediitf lU. ilonourabio Srinivnra S/mstn and 

several others spoke on the resolution, 

8ir Kuroia keddi in his speech dwelt at length ou the gradual tdimt» down of tint 
Congress in the matter of accepting office, and declared it would be doing di*;*i}orvuu» 
to the country if they failed to work the FedonUiou for what it was wort It, 

The Hon. /)r. Subharayan^ Education Minister, spiuiking ne\d, refided Sir h. V. 
Beddi’vS statement and said “the acoeptanco of ofTiet^ by the CongrcH-s does not nufau 
acceptance of the Government of fndia A<{t. As was made clear in the Kleclion 
Manifesto its policy was, is and will ever be the tjomhalin.g and ending of the pro,nf»nif, 
Act. The Congress has not a whit moved from its position. It is an imposfid consli'^ 
tution, and the Congress will never bo a party to the working of .any c.mmtitntirm 
which is not framcMl by the accredited roiimimdafivos of the Indiaii nation. Tho 
resolution ha.s been purposely wildly-worded with a viinv to carry the oppositi/Hi 
with us in supporting it, and in our figlii for Hwavaj/’ 

The lit Hou. Htinivasa Shmtn suppurtud I bo 'resolution, but hold tliat the 
Congress should accept offi^jo under the Fjjdorntion al:;o and agitato for ftulluu* refr)rn»M. 

The resolution was pas, sod by an overwiudming majority, Sir K. F. foddl m i 8ir 
Muhammad Ihmaft opposing Ihf^ rosfdution. 

A w%alkmit was staged in the Council to-day by fi membojs of the Oj»p)k‘iitmn ie,d 
by Sir /C F, Raddi as a lusult of the rtifusal of tho (ioveniment to aetjedo to tJn^ 
request of the Opposition to postpone considornlimi of the Agrbaiiturisl DvU (Jelief 
Bill. Three separate aimmdments to this fdVect W'*rc rejeeted by the lioiiso and tho 
PremioFs motion that the Bill as passed by the Asscmldy bo faklui into corisidcriifion 
was carried by 28 votes to 10. The House thou adjouriuMl till tho B;t. Maioh. 

Civin CouHTs Aumn, Acr 

2iiid, MARCH Tim Council to-day ridi}S(‘fi pormi^don to Mr. J, A, Rnidbunn 
to introduce his Bill to amcmd the Madras Civil Courts Act witlt a vit^v to allow 
Catholics being governed liy Canon Law instead of by n^iago and <uHtom. 

The Pmniar pointed out that the Bill was beyond the well-known jiriuciplc <.r 
usage, ordinarily biung the personal law of commnnitios, 

Skj^atution oii‘ KmmivK ano ,Imm:xAr?Y 

Mr. Ahmt^d M^omn moved a iimolntiim urging K.ep;tmtion of tho suhortlinafe crimi ' 
nal judiomry from tho oxomitivo. 

Another member, opposing^ said that when the Cougross was lighting against the 
Government of India Act they should nof: fritter away their mmmm In mink minor 
issues myolvuig additional cost which tho Con^nm Oovernmeut cmtid not horn m 
vmw of the amoiiorative measures they had taken i» hand. 

Tho Housa at this stage adjourned tIU March ?. 

VoTiKu OK BoDust DmKtam 


.r MARCH;— Voting on Budget demands commonood to-day. Mr. J. A. Baldanha 

(Indian Christian ropresontative) described the budget as a **graadiloquont mi 
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Yolantary aMication’'' of oKfwso ami iJ’ provo a 

success.* Ho sn.^^'ostod that. ti11i>lv>Men; shonl^l ho tnx^'s be imposod on 

racegoers anti owners of raooho'T.e;. Mr. sa:*!, should bo c-uiductod 

on behaif of hospitals and chanrable in^ntarma:;. 

Mr. i/. Ramakrishna Ri*il(U nrgtyl rcdutdion i‘j the laud iiv;t‘!i:i<‘ by at: 

ioast, onO“t]iird. Ho pointed ont tbal wliilo ibi llio ^ Kin;*’doiu lii'* tox araoimiod 

to only 8*8 per cent of the yield, in M-'iha* J, v,m‘? ovt^r :.'0 

Sth, MARCH r-Speakinp; un the F.^ ,7. f^’rimvaua 

Rastri said that tfan sucerss of prohibllion in ^ t'‘>{|oTA, V(,'iioh had heon (n*yt)od cxpi'cta- 
jjion, fully justifioil it.s oxtonsion ti> odior districts, ^ He v. aj liajsp} that ilu novornincat 
wero procoediug with tho introdiedioa of ])rubildtioj* wdii duo eaufint.. 

Ono urgont/mattcr to which Ihc^ J Jovouimenr. sduaiM u'^y aHi^adon wa*; improving 
the lot of the low paid village ofhoiali Ida* poiiccnif.u '.tIu' \vi‘r»^ ie;.d.n,“; lives of com- 
parative ponury. As regards lha W.irdho uolioinc, Mr. t’-’antri tiiyd that, a luodnriilion 
and rcjstriction'of llio sohemo. wm orillifid hu* JUiti like Hindi, \\ slouid b,* tiu‘d only 
as an oxnorimontal mea‘-'ur<\ 

Sir lu F. livddl ohjoctud to Iho oiHcn'don of fuoltibill'm bi {v.o dislricls, 

reraarkiiig that ho did hoi admit, the <dd]eb>t'cv of the id' Hie Ihohibinoii Act. 

in Salom. He added that the di; <ncl •joiu-oioi V. royir'liug i^j juccfr.s was ok- 

nggoratod, Ib^ also object o<l to tho ’•ompui • u y littrodmOion of Hindi in «;ertaiji 

schools. 

mt. MARCH Ifo so mne,h iMdhr.Md in Hruluhitiun Hod th^' hej rulnp; .'V';ainot 
its sncoons bo was ned afraid of, tbns n:iid tlio tlwidiing, lei"dhi!y en Hrcdii- 

iiition in reply to the goroiral <loihiio on Mn iud/oc tfiis aft'n’fioon. 

RcCutIng the allegation that Hie Halotn Oolhsi^or’o Re|f)}t on t!in *’ni‘eo"a of Prohi- 
hition was exaggerated, t bn Ib’cmier rojerrod tho fieunM to ibi* Opp< mtirm londei's 
ooQimeni .ihnt tile rnpoit w.as not e' ’V'g’orate,.). \iv. Hp.j d'o pula*' hat irir nnsured the 
Ifoinso that bo wonld iml; hide any nvidenen givon ngain.-d the i iicec..n id' Prohibition. 
Ho exjirossnd thankfulnosa for the very g-mcnon manner in \\hifdi the l(‘“id('r <d' llm 
Opposition had approved of tint Hedged: and s.'vpiv^N/on to his uinpialHhid 

approval of several parts of it, 

23v«3. MARCH Qnnaiioned o", to wlictcv lh-» Oevoninu'iit intieided tuho stops 
to haa tho puhlioation or of ninvs-sbuutn I'cntnuong ■; of horses in 

races conteted oatnuie tho Province, the (Jovernm uit, staled thet, they would, ennsi- 
ilor whether tho suggestion wni.s praetimibln. 

!Dho Oovornmont furlhcr stated that they would imindder whether tiio Alndris 
Betting Tax: Act sliould be oxloiidi»d to tho Ootueamond ra<u*M. 

Tho Mininter for Oomis onrl /ViVow.v preseuted the Velvet CommiiieeV. ngrurt on 
the Bill to further amend the Madr.as Hnppresaion of Immoral Tuiflle Ant. Tho Hill 
was passed, fcjir Atahomad Unmnn^ Leador of the (ippusition, uigi'd tho inufd for 
esfablishing a largo nmnhor of rosnuo homes, 

25t!f», MARCH:- Tho iioud for tho improvemfmt id' rnrul water-supply and tho 
,Bnporlhuty of tho exisfoTino of fwe Hovernraoat IfmiKOK in Madras worn ntrnspnd hy 
several momlmns during the gcmeral discussion of uiif»pleiufoi1ary demands for 
grants to-day. Another momhnr said that the proposal to mud tho Speaker of the 
Assembly al)road would create a precedent for futnro. 

Tho Pnmier^ replying, Buggoided that raomhers should co-operafo by drawing up 
a priority list of tho areas among themselves for the extension of improvement: of 
water-supply aud that the Oovornmont would attend to their needs. As regards tin) 
Ooveniment Houses, tho Fremior said that the Ordcr-in-Council of Becemher, 1930 
made them powerless. Advertiag to tho Assembly Bpoaker's voyage abroad, the Premier 
said that any amount of study of Parliameatary procedure from far away was not equal 
to practical observation, and the fear of settling up a prwtodcnt was not justmed, 
because what was done for tho infancy of an institution went a long way towards 
laying a strong foundation for it. Tho House adjourned till the 31t:t March. 

Slit MARCH :--Tho Council passod this afternoon after H! Ihrco hours’ diHciissinn 
the resolution on liagaistlo provinces on the lines of tho resolution adopted by tho 
.Assembly yesterday* Thereafter in pursuance of the message from the Governor, 
the 3ElfW was prorogmi $in 4k* 
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84 Maharaj Kumar Sir Vijaya 

OF VlZIANAGARAM 

85 Babu Vishwanath Prasad 

86 Raja Sharda Mahesh Prasad 

Singh Shah 

87 Professor Birbal Singh 

88 Pandit Keshava fiEVA 

Malaviya 

89 Mr. Parasram Rai 

90 Pandit Jndeadeo Tripathi 

91 Thakur Radha Mohan Singh 

92 Thakur Surya Narayan Singh 

93 Thakur Sinhasan singh 

94 Pandit Mohan LalGautam 

95 Mr. Biswanath Mukherji 

96 Thakur Prayao Dhwaj Singh 

97 Professor Shibiian Lal 

Saksbna 

98 Mr. Purnamasi 

99 Panwx Ram Dhari Pande 

100 Mr. Kashi Prasad Rai 

101 Pandit Ram Kumar Shastri 

102 Pandit Sita ram Shukla 

103 Mr. Harnatii Prasad 

104 Pandit Ram Charitra Pande 
IPS Mr. Sita Ram Ashthana 
106 MR. GaJADHAR I RASAD 

J07 Pandit Radha Kant a Malaviya 
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LIST OF MEMBERS 


ToS Pandit Algu Rai Shastki 

109 Kunwar Anand SfNr.H OF 

Kashipore 

110 Pandit Har Govind Pant 

111 Mr> Ram Prasad Tamta 

112 Thakur Jagmohan Singh 

1 13 Pandit Anusoya Prasad 

R vhuguna 

114. Pandit VisiiwAMBHAR Davaj, 
Tripathi 

ns Pandit JATA Shankar Shukda 
n6 Lal Suren ora Bahadur Singh 
U7 Mrs. Shunitidevi Mittra i 

118 Mr. Bhawani 

119 Pandit Lakshmi Sii.ankak 

Bajpai 

12.) Mr. Chiieda Lal Gupta 

121 Pandit Siianti Swarup 

122 Rai Shib Thakur Bibhuti 

Singh 

123 Pandit Shiva Ram Duvedi 

124 Mr. Paragi Lal ; 

125 B. Jagannah Prasad nli„s : 

Iagan , 

126 Thakur Lalta Buksii Singh ! 

127 Pandit Banshi Dhar Mitra 

128 Kunwar Kushwaqt Rai ulias f 

BHAIYA I AL ! 

129 Shri Shri Ratna Siiukla I 

130 Pandit Krishna Nath Kaui, ' 

131 Mr. Paltu Ram ' 

132 Thakur Ram Naresh Singh ■ 

133 Raj Kumar Jang Bahadur 

Singh 

134 Mr. Sundar Lal Gupta 

13s Pandit Bhagawan Din Miska 

136 Sriyut Lal Bbhari Tandon 

137 Mr. Ishwar Saran 

138 Kunwar Raghvbndra Pratap 
Singh 

139 Rai Sahib Hari Prasad Tamta 

140 Pandit Harish Chandra 
Bajpai 

141 Pandit Govind Malaviya 

14a Mr. Krishnanand Nath Khare 

143 Shrimati Rajmata Parbati 

Kunwari 

144 Mr. Chet Ram 

14s Mr. Muhammad Ismail Khan 

146 Shaikh Ghalib Rasul 

147 Khan Bahadur Hafiz Ghazna* 
farullah 

148 Mr. Aziz Ahmad Khan 

149 Maulvi Karimul Raza Khan 

150 Khan Bahadur Mr. akhtar 

Adil 

151 Captain Haji Nawab Bahadur 

Muhammad Abdus Sami Khan, 
Khan Bahadur 
*S a Dr. Abdus Samad 


153 Mr. Zahur Ah.mad 

154 Mr. Muhammad Ekram Khan 

155 S. M. Rizwan Allah 

1.55 Chaudhri Khaliq-uz zaman 

157 Mr, Muhammad Wasim 

158 Qazi Abdul Wali 

159 Maulvi Munfait Ali Sahii! 

16.J Khan Bahadur Sh.mk Muha- 
mmad ZlAUL Haq 

I'l Sahibjada Saved Ha.s.an Ar,i 
Khan 

irtz Nawabzada Muhammad Liaquat 
A n Khan 

i 53 Mr. Tahir Hussain 
i''-4 Captain Nawab Muhammad 
Jamshed ali Khan 
165 Mr. Muhammad Siiaukat Ali 
Khan 

i65 Nawab Dr. .Sir Muhammad 
Ahmad Said Khan 

167 Khan Bahadur Haji Muham- 

mad OiJAiDUR Rahm.an Khan 

168 Khan Bahadur Badruddin 

169 Mr. Mohammed Jan Khan 

170 Khan Bahadur Sheikh Khaui,. 
UDDiN Ahmad 

171 Khan Bahadur Muhammad 

Raja Khan 

172 Chaudhri Islam Ullaii Khan 

173 Mr. Akhtar Hasan Khan 

174 Ch.audhry Japar II.asan Khan 
17.5 maulana Mohammad I.iMAH, 

176 Sii. Zainul Abedin 

177 Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muiia- 

MMAD FASIH-UD-DIN 

178 Khan Bahadur Mr. Muhammad 

Fazl-ur-Rahaman Khan 

179 Khan Bahadur Shaik Moha- 

mmad iMTiAZ Ahmad 

180 Khan Bahadur Lieoxenant 
M. SULTAN Alam Khan 

181 Mr Nafisul Hasan 

i8a Mr. Maumud Hussain Kuan 
183 Nawab Sir Muhammad Yusuk 
i''4 Mr Rafi-uddin Ahmad 
185 Khan Sahib Maulvi Muhammad 
Hasan 


185 Mr. Muhammad Athar 

187 Mr, Muhammad Karooq 

188 Mr Zahirul Masnain Lari 

189 Qazi Muhammad Adil Abbasi 

190 Mr. Abdul Hakeem 

igi Mr. Muhammad Ishaq Khan 
193 Maulvi Iqbal Ahmad Khan 
193 Skaiku ZAinBUDDiN Paroki 
IM Raja Saiyio Abmad A« Khan Atn 
196 C^UBHRi Stum HvsAiir 
368 jjite. M118ASHIB Husain Kibwai 
107 Saiyib AiZAz Basul, XalujiBab 
198 Raja Biw Sard Husain 
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199 Raja Syed Mohammad Mahdi 

200 Mirza Mahmud Beg 
301 Mr. Ghulam Hasak 

202 Raja Syed Muhammad Sa’adat Ah 

Khan 

203 Raja Muhammad Ahmad Ali Khan 

204 Khan Bahadur Shaikh Said Uddin 

Ahmad 

205 Baja Sir Mohammad Ejaz Rasul 

Khan 

206 Dr. Bolar Thungamma 

207 Srimati Prakash Vati Sud 

208 Srimati Lakshmi Devi 

209 Begum Habibullah 

210 Begum Sahid Hussain 

21 1 Me, H. G. Walfobd 

212 Mb. Desmond Young 


213 Captain S. R.*Pocook 

214 Kunwar Sir Maharaj! Singh 

215 Mr. S. C. Chatterji 

216 Dr. Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava 

217 Mr. Edward M. Soutbr 

218 Lala Padampat Singhania 

219 Rai Bahadur Lala Prag Naratan 

Taluqdar 

220 Shaikh Muhammad Habibullah 

221 Raja Jagannata Bakhrh Singh 

222 Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth 

223 Major Raja Durga Narayan Singh 

224 Rai Govind Chandra 

225 Pandit Raja Ram Shastrt 

226 Pandit Suraj Prasad Avasti 

227 Mr. B. K. Mukherjeb 

228 Db. Syed Husain Zahesb 


Proceedings of the Assembly 


Winter Session-^Lucknow— 17th. January to 7th. February 1938 

The winter session of the IT, P. Legislative Assembly 'commenced at Luolmow on 
the 17t3i January 1938. After the Speaker had |>aid a feeling tribute to Mrs. 
Swaruprani Nehru, wife of the Late Pandit Motilal Mehru, an adjournment motion 
was moved by Mr. Zahirul Uumain Lari to discuss the 'unconstitutional and 
partisan methods and principles adopted hy Government in the appointment of Mr. 
Paliwal and his subordinates in tho Rural Development department The motion 
was opposed by Government and ruled out. 

After lunch the chamber echoed with the cries of tho Madhe Sahaba demonstra- 
tors repoited to be 150 in number who were, however, prevented from entering the 
lobbies. There was another demonstration staged by the Msans of Lucknow district 
who alleged police high-handedness. 

The Sugar Factories Control Bill on the motion of Dr. JK. N, Katju was referred 
to a Select committee. 

Court Fees Amend. Bill 

ISfch, JANUARY The Court Fees Amendment Bill which was referred to a select 
committee was the subject of strong criticism from the Opposition benches. Dr. 
Ksyw, replying to the debate, made a vigorous speech amidst interruptions which 
resulted in some heat on both sides of the House. 

Other bills inlrodaoed and referred to select committees were the Stamp Amend- 
ment Bill and the Maternity Bonefife Bill, The report on the former was to be sub- 
mitted not later than March 1 and on the latter by Jan. 22. 

Abolition or Titles 

I9th. JANUARY It was a non-official day and tho debate dragged on till about 
five on the resolution recommending the abolition of the practice of conferment of titles 
and decorations. The Premier in the course of his speech characterised the titles as 
a tainted thing and said that Governmont had already taken steps through proper 
channels to acquaint tho proper authority that they did not want titles to be confer- 
red bn any officials or non-officials. He would be glad if the House would ratify 
what Government had already done. He farther said that they had no share or voice 
in the oonfement of titles in the last honours list. 

Non-ofeicial Resolutions 

, ^ The ee^nd resoluiioa recommending the oxtension of tho Khaddar Name Protection 
Aet of 1034 iik the province lapsed duo to the absence of Bajmata Thakurani Parbati 
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Eanwar bat Dr. Katju anaouuosi that ihe action recommended bad already? 
been taken. 

Mr, Uuhammai Wasim moved that peiidiag’ coiiss^ieraiirm of the Debtors’ Eelief 
Bill necessary steps should be taken to sray the fe'*:ecat:on •:£ oivd decree.*; in cases 
’where jadgment-dobtors were act agi*Laltunsts> 

Fedbratxok Opposed 

20th. JANUARY Mr. Muhasktr HusHoin resolution asking the Gov- 

emment to intimate to the Oeat.ral G iVerumont its firm resolvo not to be a narty to 
the inimgaration of the proposed Pedeiation and lufi.er thid ho mon^y slmnld b© 
spent oat of the provincial revenues and no ai rangeahmi bo hy the pioviucial 

Governmont in connection with the Inangujaiion of ihe Fedvoalionn whother in the 
matter of holding elections to tlio Fuduriti LeyisLilurD, or orhtjr mattois ounneoted 
therewith, occupied the gniate^ part of the day. 

Dr. Katju^ lepiying on behalf of Oovemm’^uf, hKii'fily acrrptod the resolution. 
They would take not only the slop reborn mended but a'l ff'i= utlu-i ir(£ti»ods possible 
to resist the Federation and hoped that thosn on the oppwshe honcho k ^vhu pa'tici- 
pated in the debate would then join hands with the Govcirmtnt, lie lesolution wa^ 
adopted* 

COLOURISITION Of ArTIFICUL CHflB 

2 1 St JANUARY t^Prof, Krishna Chandra introduced a Bill for the colourisation 
of all artificial ghee and moved its ref«‘renco to n select committee. 

Dr. K N. Katju^ Minister, Rpi*aking for Governriif-nt, fniggosted for the considora* 
fcion of the select oomraittee that they might M'm''dy the hituation by derliriiu that 
none but pure ghee should ho immtMl * ghci', and that vogt'tulde products should have 
some other name. After another hour of dobato the House agseed unanimoualy 
to the reference of the Bill to a soleot oommittoe. 

RELiEr TO Debtors Bat 

Two-and-a-half hours were next devoted to llie debate on urban indebtodnosR on 
the motion of Mr. Zahirul Hmmiih Lari to refer fo a seloct committee hi« Bill to 
provide relief to debtors. Mr. Lari said that the (tovi-rnmcnf. was I’oiirmifig its atten- 
tion to rural indebtedness and was mot tackling a similar question In nriian aieas. 
The mover hoped that the Congress Ministry uould nor tnkt* ii stand on the sanctity 
of contract, a principle introduced hy I5rituii ndors but take n r-tund on Manu’s law 
of damdopat Be also hoped that political strategy would not determine the Miutstry’s 
attitude to-wards tho Bill. 

Mr, Lnxmi Shankar Bajpai moved the cironlation of the Bill hy April 13. B»th 
Aehal Singh (Congress) opposed the Bill as it would gravoly affect the trading 
community, who were already hard hit lay the Eucumbeiel EsittsM Act and the 
Agriculturists Relief A<d, Mr. Ak Jl, Sauier^ voicing the opinion of the Chamber of 
Commerce, supported Mr. Achal Singh’s view and expressed tlm opitiion that the 
proposal of Mr. Lari for fixing a maximum rate of interest for the secured and uxt- 
seoured debts would ruin the Credit Bill. 

Mr. Mangat Singh (Congress) preferred oancellatiott of all debts* and regretted 
that the Congress Ministry had not yot done what it had come to ofiioe to do, namely 
pass debt and rent legislatiou* (Opposition (ohvers.) Kmwar Sir MaharaJ Singh 
suggested that the Government should adopt the straightforward coarse of either 
opposing the Bill or got the oirouktiou by March 15. 

Dr. Katju^ replying to the debate, declared that the <5overnment did not like such 
a complex problem to be dealt with peucumeal. They must draw a distinction between 
indebtedness for business and indebtedness of the poor, and they must give consldera* 
tion to the fact that as the large part of India’s capital was invested in land, credit 
should not be made difficult for those possessing land. The mover, the Minister 
declared, iiad not understood the law of Lamdopat nor appreciated tiie position that 
It there was to bo Booiaiixation, then all form of capitalism, whether of moneylendera 
or of xemuidars, must be dealt with. 

The debate had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

Tnjknm Dzsmxs Bicl 

22nd, JANUARY :-*-8ome provisions of the Trades Disputes Bill came »a for 
severe criticism from both the Congress and OMposition benches, thongb there was au 
agreement with the principle underlying the bill dcharga Nar^ndm (Oongms) 
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said that if the labour officer was allowed to negotiate on behalf of the worher 
directly with the employer the trade unions would be weakened. Similar apprehen- 
sions were expressed by some other Congress members. Mr. Bajaram Shaatri said 
that the bill in the ptoseui form could never be acceptable to labour. Dr. Katju, 
replying, assured that it was not Government’*; intention to ‘torpedo’ the trade union 
movement and said that all suggestions would be examined by the select committee. 

Sir Mahamj Singh again protested to-day against the procedure of rushing bills 
through select committees. He moved an amendment that tho bill be circulated for 
elioitiug public opinion till Feb. 83 next. Dr. Katju accepted tho amendment as it 
would be of little practical di^erenco in respect of time in view of the likely dates 
of the Assembly meetings. The motion fur reference was adopted. 

The Court of Wards Amendment Bill wbicli was introduced in September last was 
leierred to a select comnuttee, the latter to report nut later than Jan. 25 next. 

Mcla CoMiiOL Bill 

24th. JANUARY i ciiticism that the Cabinet was rushing through legislative 
measures at great spued, was made to-day in the oourso of the debate on the 
Premieres motion to refer the Mela Control Bill to a select committee. The Bill 
proposed the appointment of a committee of non-officials to assist the mela officer. 

The Opposition demanded its circulation but on Ft. Govind Ballahh Pantos closing 
remarks that he wanted to economize time and was prepared to allow two months to 
the select committee, tho Oppociiion withdrew the motion for circulation. The 
Premier explained that tho Bid was intended to be compulsory for the Allahabad 
Magh Mela and optional in oi.her oujos. 

Mr. Yagyanarayati Upadhay^i said that legislation was necessary with a view to 
checking activities of Lipnappers aud other undesirable persons. 

Sir J. P. Srivastava^ a former Minibtor, was bewildered at the mass of legislation 
the Congress wa.s putting through at break-neck speed and remarked : “I see that 
from law-breakers they are becoming law-makers. Mr. Ham Chandra Bajpai retorted 
that the necessity of introducing legislation at this speed had arisen because the 
previous Government had not performed its duty. Pandit Pay%t agreed with the 
House that (he powers ot magistrates should bo regulated. He assured the House 
that regarding ‘‘urs” aud other religious fairs he would' accept any suggestions made. 

Stjoak Factories Controii Bill 

25th. JANUARY -The Assembly lo-day after having referred the Borstal Bill 
and the First Offenders' Probation Bill to select committees continued consideration 
of the Sugar Fuetories Control Bill as amended by the seloci committee. On a motion 
by a Congress member, tho House adjoui'ucd till the 87tb. to enable members to 
visit their constituencies to-morrow for the ‘Tudependeuce Day.” 

27t;h. JANUARY The first division of the Assembly took place to-day on tho Sugar 
Factories Control Bill and indicated to the Opposition parties the strength thuy coultl 
mobilize in contesting Government proposals. iSheikh Mohammed EaUbullah moved 
an amendment which purported to subject tho order of oancellation to tho approval 
of the two-third majority on the Sugar Board. Dr. K. N. Katju, Minister, replied 
that the Government could not share the responsibility witli the Sugar Board. Sir 
J, P, SHvaatava commented on this statement by a remark that no bureaucratic 
Government could have stated more. Dr. Katju replied that the ex-Minister was 
(hinking of “a despotic” Govornmont, but the present Government meant a popular 
Ministry, subject to the vote of the legislature which represented the people of the 
province as against the special interests on the Sugar Board. 

Tho Amendment was put to vote and defeated by 3U votes (o 25. 

25ili. JANUARY ‘The prospect of a night sitting helped to expedite tho discus- 
sion of the amendments on the Sugar Factories Control Bill to-day. 

The main discussion centred round Sir J. P. Srivaatu&a'a amendment for the 
deletion of the provision inserted by tho select committee that, in case of the failure 
to purchase the minimum auantity of cane, a factory owner will be liable to pay 
damages to the amount calculated at two annas per mauud of cane. Sir Jawala 
Fraaad said that such a provision did not exist in the Bihar law. He enumerated the 
'WlohE, dittoultiee which would be caused by the proposed penalty. Xho penalty, 
he miMnWnhd^ was entirely ono-sided in that tho cane grower was not penalized for 
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not supplying cano. Moi-eovor, the Oovovamoat aaTint^ already a .ifick’' of refasiag 
tha license, should neetl no further power. , , . ^ . 

Dr. K.k. Katjif, MmisLor, to tiio vjew ol hir F, P. Jlirjvastava 

anti moved an ainoudmont wliioli the flonso adopted. 11 (jroposed that the p'-nalty on a 
factory owner he imposed onl> if a “whfur’ lailuro was p’Tjvei and the penalty 
which was originally put at two annas a mannd \\as reduced tn “not exceeding on<^ 
anna per maund.” 'it was also mado cdear on the suggestion of Mr. MuMmad 
that the punishment of imprisonment on a purchasto* for defying the law would not 
Im imposed unless it was proved that the iaw hns been iu'okeu “knowingly," 

A lively discussion, issning three hours, look place on the cSaiiso irapoBing the 'uale^, 
tax. The ‘Oovernmimt wlio had originally worded the fax m IHng on factory owners 
had to alter its phraseology to got round tli.' Otirt'rnmoiit of fndia A(d. It was 
changed to a tax- on the safe of sugarcauo and, as such, would fall on the cuitiva^ui. 

The Oppodtion look advaiilage of (li*s p>.->it!>u and adadcel the Doviwnment 
letting down the cultivators, who ha I retnru'il fhera to the Dr. Kt^ju ploadei 

that actually the tax would <‘omc out of tiio fi;ror\ owner;’ prodn aors was a con- 
coMsion which was agreed to by tli** tiwnors at a c*'mfereiir*e. 

The Jflouso Vi^jO'jted by 100 voe^.s to 30 Sk'iif: >\ff>hnmed // motion for 

the deletion of the tax and adopted the edanse impodng rh' hi,\. 

29th. JANUARY:— The Assembly passed tbo Sugar Faoforles C.intHd Cill to-day. Four 
amondraents, including thrcjo from two Congress members wei'o a*c,opted hy the Gov- 
eminent Thev wanted rules t) he muflo for rrofinr s!»*dlor at f'vdnrio'j for eulti- 

vators, caidm'm and bullocks and for sa(nfa-*bo-v di^f»r»s*il ol suHage water and 

damaged cane. 

‘W'hen the hon. Dr. fC N, Katju rose to move tlmr the Bid be passed Sir J. 
HrivaBtava raised the issue leluting to the suspension of the Htandiug Order to 
effect to yesterday’s understanding hetwoeu tho Oovemment and tho Oriposition. 

A prolonged debate next fuisued on the point of erdt^r raised by Khum linhadur 
ffhaik Muhammad nabibnllah who said Uiat without tho Governor’s recom- 
mendation the Bill should not have bf^en Introduced at nil. Tho Oppodtion trleil to 
make out that the wliole proceedings relating to the Bill wtue null and void. The 
debate rolled on till after lunch in the eourso of 'vlihdi Chanlhri Klnl'q-u 2 -/nman 
accused Dr. Katju of losing temper, 

Tho Speaker disallowed the fioinf of ord u' a»d Said that leire Ibo Government 
meant the Executive. Any definito dueumont irmliing a definite rocornmendation to 
the House as <iosirod by tho Opposition was not; nocussary at all If tho objootiou 
was allowed it would have the effect of further restricting the already restricted 
powers of the people under tho Act. Thu Spoukm’s ruling Wic. rer^eived amidst loud 
cheers. 


Womens Honokahv Mauistk^tl 

Ut FEBRUARY: A feature of to-day’s yrm*,‘edings was u discussion on the ral« 
relating to the appointment of honorary niagistratcH, with particular reference to the 
appointment of women. Dr, JT. /V. Katiu^ MinishT of finstice, brought to a happy 
elose a lively debate on the merits of the sexes to stirvo m honorary magistrates by 
declaring that the Government would make no disfinction ia the matter between men 
and women, 


royoBE.ss PaivaEUK (’bitmko 

2»a. FEBRUARY r-Qaestion time provided the main into rest In to-day’s proceed- 
lags of the Assembly. Tho Premier, who had been keapiug away from the House 
on account of his pro-occupation with tho Budget, anawerodi several important 

que|Uon^. brought up throe main issnen : tho recruitment of the rural deve- 

lopment staf, the Ohief Secretary’s circular to district magistrates urging oo-opera- 
tion with Congress organisations, and the Dadri riots. 

Dr. K. N. Katju faced for half an hour supplementary questions regarding rural 
development and attacks and repartees provoked many cheers and counter cheers. 
Tha allegation of the Opposition was that the Congress Ministry had recruited only 
Congressmen for rural development work. Dr* Ratjn claimed that no test except 
that of effiolenoy was applied. An inquiry from a Oongreas quarter as to what was 
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the test applied hj tlio previous Goverriment made Dr. Kailu charge his predecessors 
with having made these appointments on “pare favouritism.’^ 

The next subject of grievance was that the Chief Secretary’s circular to district 
magistrates had disonmmated against the Liberal Federation and "the Moslem League, 
by asking officials to seek help and co-operation from Congress organisations only. 
The Premier defended the circular, by stating that ofOcials and Congressmen had for 
years been opposed to each other, and it was necessary to remove a mutual suspicion. 
No such difficulty had been felt regarding other organizations. Mr. M. Farooq com- 
mented on this as creating a privileged position for Congressmen. The Premier 
retorted that the circular imposed a privileged duty on Congressmen to help the 
Administration. 

As for the Dadri riots, the Premier read out a note he had written on the official 
file immediately after the riot broke out. It stated that Ballia Hindus and Moslems 
were satisfied with the manner m which the situation had been bandied. He added 
that, whereas Hindus and Moslems in Ballia had the friendliest relations, excitement 
was noticeable only outside Baliia. Finally, the Premier remarked : ‘'It is unfortunate 
that the interest which the Government has been taking in the matter has not been 
appreciated in the least,’’ 

Court op Wabds Amend. Bill 

The Court of Wards Act Araendmenr. Bill providing for employment of Governmeat 
auditors to audit the Court of War<ls account was passed to-day. The discussion on 
the Bill was made the occasion for spe^'ches by two dozen members, who criticised 
the adraiaistratioG of the Court of Wards, All, however, agreed with the necessity 
for Government audit. 

Change in Bbrvice Recruitment 

3td. FFBRUARY '.—Normal oonirovorsies having been laid aside for the day, all 
sections of the Assembly supported to-day Kmwdr Sir Maharaj Singh^s resolution 
requesting the Government of India to move ihe Secretary of {State to provimualize 
at an early date the Indian Civil Service, the Indian Police Service and the Indian 
Medical Service, The resolution was unanimously passed. The Assembly i» the first 
in India to have made a move in the matter. 

The Government view was expressed by Mrs. Vijayalak$km%> FandU and Pandit 
Q&tjind Vallahh Pant Mrs. Pandit, Minister for Public Health, dealt with the un- 
fairness of the arrangements regarding the Indian Medical Service which took no 
note of the financial circumstances of the province and imposed on the provincial 
Government a large number of European t M. S. officers and even took up the 
absurd position of extending this reservation to specialist posts. All provincial 
Governments, she said, had decided to fight the resolution of the Central Governmaat. 

The Premier,, replying to the debate, said that the present system of recruitment 
of the three services was “outrageous”, and gave an idea of the “hollowness” of the 
so-called provincial autonomy. Asking members not to make any inferences about 
the attitude of the present members of the services, the Piemier remarked that even 
if members of the services showed enough accommodation, “it is not enough that 
they accommodate the Government. The Government which depends on accommodation 
cannot live. It cannot govern if it cannot govern an agency through which it governs. 
The time has come to take up the matter in an earnest manner. Bo far as the 
Congress are concerned, we dofno tcare to seek an amendment of the Act here or there* 
We want to throw it off, We want to trample upon it,” The resolution was passed 
unanimously. 

Speaker and Politics 

4tli. FEBRUARY s— After a dull question hour the Assembly witnessed an interest-* 
ing debate on a point of order raised, by Mr. Lari (Muslim League) objecting to a 
discussion today of the Premier’s motion that any member who was elected as Speaker 
should be free to take part in political affairs outside the House in his discretion. 
Mr. Lari’s chief grievance was that the matter was being taken up at the fag end of 
the session when the Opposition party leaders were away. The Premier submitted 
that he thought it would not bo a thankless task to give the Opposition an opportunity 
to discuss a matter which they sought to raise through an adjournment motion two 
weeks ago. That motion ha took as an indirect request to Government to facilitate a 
discussion of the subject in the House, 

The hon. Mr. fmdon^ the Siieaker said that to-*day’» motion concerned a principle 
which, thodgh enunciiated by him, the Government wanted to emphasise, wnile Mr# 
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Lari’s adjoiiramont motion conoernoil the Speaker. Ho disallowed tlie objeetion as 
far as it related to the rules, but the ari?nmont that the parfev leaders were away 
appealed to him. Tio, therefore, refused fo allow a discnssioa of the resolution to-day. 
This was received firaidst loud cheers on the Opposition bonchos. 

Sue AT? Factorirs Control Bill 

The House re-assembled at 4 p, m. and adjourned til! tlio 7th in.stant, as the 
Sugar Factories Control Bill was still being di.6cu.sseii in tlie Upper House. 

Tth. FEBRUARY : —The Assembly m« t ro-day at 2 p. m. to receive from Iho 
Upper House the Sugar Factories Cuntrol Bill as amended by the Hous«». After a 
brief discussion the Assembly agreed to the amendment without any dissentient voice. 
The House then adjourned til! to 1st. Match, 

Budget Session— Lucknow— 1st. March to 27th. April 1938 

PmCMIEIt ON MiNXsTTJY RESUiNATlOV 

An exciting preface to tho opening of the Bulgot session of the Assembly on the 
Ist. March was a peaceful Kisan demonstration in front of the Chamber, 

The Speaker^ before taldng up business, said : ‘"You are aware that as a result ttf 
certain political (lifforonces over interpretation of a particular section of tho Govern- 
ment of India Act, a serious situation arose in the province and iod to the ro.sjgnatirm 
of the Ministry. The crisi.s, whioli has ended liappily, has only helped to clarify the 
political situation. A problem which appeared difficuit has boon solved and a stop 
lurther has been taken in the political progress of the country,” 

The Premier then road out a slaiemont which had been issued jointly by the 
Goa’ernor and himself and called attention to “the Whito Paper” ciroulatcd to mem- 
bers, publishing all relevant matters on tho subject. He concluded : “As the contro- 
versy has now been settled, I do not think tho House would desire me to discuss 
merits any further.” 


Fi.vancial BT.nr«:MENT for HKlS-30 

3rd. MARCH Believing firmly that a reasonably small Budget ilefloit serves a 
wholesome purpose as it os ilio need for economy constantly before the spending 
departmouts, the Premier and Financo Minister, Pandit (hmnd Ballabh Pant^ pre- 
sented his Budget statemoat to-day in tho Assembly. 

The statement showed a di^ficit for 1926-37 of*Hs. 37 lakhs, a defleit of Rs* 7 and 
one fourth lakhs hn* 1937-38 and an estimatod deficit of Rs. 15 lakhs for 1938-39. The 
Premier declared that tho figuro of 15 laktus was not formidable and In any case, it 
made a better showing than the last five year.s when the deficits averaged Rs.‘ 32 lakhs 
a year. 

The Minister proposed to spend Us. I.IO ororos on rural and nation-building 
schemes, and this largo amount was made available by tho ingenuity of tho Promier 
and of his financial staff. The economy campaign yielded more than 20 lakhs by 
way of reduction in expenditure. 

Compared with tho Budget for 1937*38 rovonuo expenditure increased by 70 
lakhs and the revenue increased by 02 lakhs. Of tho former, new expenditure 
amounted to 50 lakhs of whicdi 6 lukhs was recurring. Similarly on the revenue side 
only 26 lakhs out of 62 lakhs was a permanent improvement, of which 10 lakhs depended 
on me passing of tho Stamp and Court Pees Amendment Bills, pending before the 
Legislature. 

^ There were certain aspects of tho Budget which might draw special attention. For 
mstanoe the grant for tho Soout movement was maintained but it was not reserved for 
the Baden Powell Association. A sum of Rs. 50,000 was provided as a recurring charge 
wimtary and physical training, ft was oxpootod rhafc tho help of the military 
authorities would bo sought in the (Imfc instance to prepare a scheme for the purpose, 
Another Es. 50,000 was set apart as recurring eexponditaro for the promotion of educa- 
tion among the dopreasod classes and Rs. 30,000 was reserved for water supply 
to these^ classes. 

Prohibition was launched in two districts at a cost of Rs. 15 lakhs to the 
revenues* Xn the programme of nation*bttildiiig expenditure of 110 lakhs, Rs. H5 
lakhs was provided for a special rural uplift scheme. This amount was to be utilised for 
advances for the purchase of seeds, fertilisers and implements to cultivators and for 
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tha pui'oliase ol raw materials for the cottage industry and of seeds. Seven lakhs 
would be the recurring cost of the administrative agency for this agricultural scheme. 
Five hundred seed stores were to be set up as also a marketing organisation. A sum 
of Rs, 1 and half lakhs was provided for awarding ten rupees a year to 1,500 kamdars 
who would conduct demonstrations. 

There was a provision of Rs. 1 > lakhs for the education of the masses under the 
Wardha scheme. Four lakhs was to be spent on medical relief in rural areas. Most 
of it was to be used for organizing 200 rural dispensaries on indigenous lines and in 
subsidizing vaids and hakims. Four lakhs was to be spent on cattle welfare. 

Three lakhs of rupees will finance water supply schemes, and Rs. 10 lakhs will 
go towards road development. One lakh was to be spent on giving a push to the 
co-operative movement. Of this Rs. 25*000 was allotted to the Central (jo-operative 
Union for marketing purposes and Rs. 75 000 would constitute a nucleus to help the 
promoters of rural credit facilities. One lakh was to be spent on improving the condi- 
tions of the tenauts^ of Government estates so as to give a lead to the zamindars. 

Experiments in improved methods of gur manufacture having proved successful 
one lakh was to be spent next year for this purpose. 

desire to move with the times was shown by the provision of Rs. 
6,000 for an aerial survey of the province and for the training of five or 
SIX pilots. 

As regards reduction in expenditure on the police the Premier stated that the 
savings would be used on schemes designed to improve the efiiciency and rejmtation of 
the force by^ training in special institutions. C. I. D. officials were also to reoeivo 
special training in detective work. 

Speaker and Politics 

4tk MARCH After the Premier and a few other members, including Bir 
Uaharas Bingh., had paid graceful tributes to the memory of Sir Hai court Butler 
m the Assembly to-day, discussion was initiated by Pandit Qovind Ballabh Pant 
on the resoiation moved by him last month that any member elected as tho Speaker 
should not in conseijuence be handicapped in his public activities and that he should 
be free to take part in political affairs outside the house in his discretion. 

A lively and animated debate ensued on the resoluion and it was strongly opposed 
by members not bolonging to the Congress party. An interesting suggestion was made 
by the Anglo-Indian representative, Mr. if. <?. Walford^ that the only way to end 
the controversy between the majority and the minority parties in the house was to oloot 
as the Speaker a member who did not belong to any party. 

Natur^ly the resolution found no support whatever outsido the Congress party. 
The debate was not over when the House adjourned. 

General Discussion op Budget 

7th. MARCH The general discussion of the budget commericed to day and all 
sections in the house joined in voicing the demand that two days alloi’e'd for this 
discussion were quite inadequate as at most not more than 40 oat of 2J8 members 
could have the opportunity to have their say. While no time limit was prescribed for 
speeches in the forenoon, the Deputy Speaker in the afternoon allowed not more 
than fifteen minutes for each speech. 

While the Congress party members generally praised the budget, the members of 
me Muslim League party strongly criticised the rural devolopmont schi^me of the 
Government Mr.^ Zahiruddin Faruqi said that the agency for working the schema 
did not inspire universal confidence and the entire scheme was meant to strengthen 
the Congress organization, the district Committees being packed. The diseuHsion was 
opened by Sit Maharaj Singh, He sincerely congratulated the Premier on being in office 
to present the Budget and for the spirit underlying it, namely the amelioration of the 
economic and social lot of the rural classes. Ho lodged, however, an emphatic protest 
against the fact that most of the schemes included in tho Budget were includod without 
submission to the Finance Committee, and without giving any details of how many lakhs 
of rupees were to he spent, through what agency and in what manner. He also 
pleaded with the Premtor to hasten slowly, for two crores of debt would be added 
within two years due to the finance schemes of the Ministry, He admitted: that the 
old' regime had not exercised sufficient control on administration and folt there was 
further scope for economy. Referring to the details of the Budget, ho expressed 
liurpnse that nowhere had it made provision for women. 'There was a crying need for 
midwiTes lor instenooi and there was no big grant for the purpose. 
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Mr. Sitaram Shukla coasidered tho rurxl pro^jramme the bast feature of the 
Budget Lieutenant Sultan Alamkhaii was relieved to find that there was no salary 
cut and no extra biLt’deii. Mr* B. N. Bhargava hoped women would be trained for 
the sohenio of t*xteiiJmg troalnaent to rural areas. M.r, Walford did not think two 
days were enough for genera! discussion. He asked why the Government had failed 
to fulfil its promise of separating judicial from executive functions and what was 
meant by military training for which Ks. 50,000 had been earmarked, Mr. Abdul 
Abasi wanted provision for Moslem women’s education in the manner provided by 
the Bombay Miiustry. Mr, Khub Singh testifiod to the countryside’s satisfaction with 
the Budget' Mr. Aziz Ahmed thought the Budget had won a cheap populaiity ami 
ignored lODg-stauding promises of reforms. 

8th* MARCH The geneial discussion of the budget concluded to-day and the 
Assembly adjourned until March 18 when voting on demands commenced. All 
the Ministers with the exception of the Revonae MinivSter replied to criticisms in the 
afternoon. The Premier emphasized that the sole criterion in making appoinlmonts 
in the Rural Doi^elopment d 0 f>artment was missionary zeal and tiie spirit of sorvico. 
He quoted Lord Uailoy and Mr. Bray no of the Punjab in his support. As legards 
communal considerations imported in the debate ho cited figures showing that the 
Government had been very generous to Muslims and challenged the Opposition to 
point out any other province where thoy had boon treated with equal generosity. 

The U. P. Legislativo Chambers (Members’ Emolument) Bill was then referred 
to a select oommittoe. 


Yotixg on Budoet Dkaia.nds 

18th. MARCH The excise policy of the Government came in for severe oritioiam 
when the Assembly met to-day. A long discussion onsiiod on the out motion of 
Qazi Muhammad Adil Ahhasi who wanted to draw tlio attention of tbo Government 
to the inadequacy of the measures adopted for prohibition and also point out the 
defects in the scheme. Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad BabibuUah who had a 
similar motion oharactorized the schemo as fantastic. Ho was of opinion that the 
prohibition policy would not be a success. Kunwar Sir Makaraj Singh pointed out 
the considerable practical difficulties which the Oovernmont would have to face. He 
challenged the Government to bo able to say at <ho end of 12 months that this 
experiment should not prove a costly ono. Ho protested strongly against tlie lump 
provision of Rs. 1,25,000 (with no explanation or details) for state raanagomont of 
shops. Mr. H* 0. Walford thought thoy could aohiovo suoeoss only l>y moral porsua- 
tion and not by legislation. Cn’oudhary KhaUq-uZ'^Zaman's grievance was that this 
Government had not yet made up its mind to carry out the policy of total prohibition. 
He wanted tlio Minister in charge to make a clear statement on the subject* The 
Nawah of Ohaitari remarked that prohibition should bo solf-imposod and it should 
come from within. He paid a great tribute to Dr. 0. Y. Ohintamani, pointing out 
how under the surcharge system introduced by him, excise roveuue went down from 
year to year* He doubted whether tho two districts selected would become genuinely 
dry. Ho also severely criticised tho stato managomont of shops and echoed tho 
sentiments given expression to by Kunwar Bir Maharaj Singh in regard to lump 
provisions in the budget without any explanation. 

The Minister for Justice made a long and comprehonsive statement explaining the 
new excise policy of the Govornmont. Ho assiirea tho House that the Government 
were determined to achieve the goal of total prohibition. Thoy had in their mind 
a sort of four year plan during which they hoped that this curse would disappear 
from their province. The Minister explained tiie rules to make the operation of 
prohibition in tho two districts as complete as possible. Ee said that under the 
state-managed system private incentive to profit would be elirainatod. This had been 
most successful in Canada, Bootland and other parts of tho world. 

The debate had not concluded when tho House rose for the day* 

19th. MARCH Under tho Land Revenue demand several out motions were 
made by members of the Opposition. Tho Bevenue Minister in the course of his 
reply made an observation that all lands belonged to tho State and that zemindars 
were merely rent oolleotors. Strong exoeption was taken to this remark by Nawab 
Bit Muhammad Yusuf md i)xsi Nawah Baheh of ChhattatL The latter s^dd that 
such loose remarks would bring disoredit to the policy of the Government. 

. Two grants had to be guillotined as there was no time to discuss them. 
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2 lit. MARCH The whole day was occupied in discussing cut motions of the 
medical grant. There was a heated debate on Mr. Ofiulam Husain's cut motion 
drawing the attention of tlio Government to the inadequate} provision made in the 
budget to the Dufferin EunJ. "While all the members of the Opposition urged that 
increased grant should be given to the Dufferin Fund, as it was the only 
organization which maintained hospitals for women in the province all the Congress 
members vehemently opposed it because in their opinion this institution did not 
deserve any encouragement at the hands of Government. 

The hon. Mrs. Vijay Lakshmi Pandit^ Minister in charge, replying to the 
criticisms pointed out that Government had no enmity or hostility to the fund but 
at the same time she expressed her personal opinion that iho Bufforin hospitals had 
not been working properly in the recent years, the nursing arrangement was bad and 
the hospital staff were ineivil to those who went to those hosi)itals. Bhe expressed 
her keen desire to improve these institutions. With this end in view she proposed 
to tour in the near future to find out the working of these institutions. 

Another long discussion ensued on Sir Mahara;} Singh's out motion who wanted 
to elicit information from the Government regarding their policy towards Ayurvedic 
and Unani systems of medicine and also wanted details regarding the proposal to 
start 300 rural Dispensaries. He was at a loss to know why all those who 
passed out from the Ayurvedic colleges were Hindus and every person who 
passed out of Unani college was a Muslim. He also suggested that Gov- 
ernment should continue their research into the efficacy of indigenous drugs and 
standai’diso them. Several Congress members expatiated at length on the usefulness 
of Ayurvedic and Unani systems of medicine, The debate luvl not (joucluded when 
the House rose for the day. 

22nd, MARCH The adjournment motion moved by Mr. Zahimddin Faruki 
to-day to discuss the failure of the Government to maintain law and order and 
protect life and property daring tho recent communal riots was rejected without 
division to-day. la the coarse of the debate, members of the Opposition benches wore 
vehement in their denunciation of the Government’s failure to maintain law and 
order. There were frequent shouts of ‘shame, shame’ and ‘order, order’ and at 
one stage it looked as if pandemonium reigned supreme. 

The Premier replied to the debate. He deplored the motion. He asked whether 
that was the way to create greater confidence in officers who were engaged in the 
difficult and delicate task of Protecting human lives amidst communal frenzy and who 
had spent sleepless nights. There was the determination, the Premier said, to create 
some short of prejudice against the Government. Unfortunately this year, Holi and 
Muharram fell simultaneously, but there was an additional factor. 

The Muslim League had been carrying on a vigorous propaganda all over tho pro- 
vince. The real and essential feature of this propaganda was that tho Hindus had 
their interest separate from Muslims. The League propaganda had accentuated tho 
communal spirit in the Muslim mind, and it had gone to tho length of churacterizing 
as kaffirs even the Muslim members of the present Government, Tlio Premier claimed 
credit for the splendid way in which tho situation had been brought under control in 
three days. Replying to the charge of communal bias, the Premier pointed out that 
the number of Hindus killed at every place was greater than that of Muslims. 

23rd. MARCH The demands for grants relating to education wore considered to-day. 
The Minister was very conciliatory in his replies and the movers of cut motions seomed 
to be so pleased with his replies and his answers that they begged leave to withdraw 
their motions. The Minister made his position very clear that he was not one of 
those who decried universily education. He believed that tho progress of our coun- 
try culturally and industrially was bound up with the expansion of university education. 
Many members spoke strongly advising the Government not to give grants to deno- 
minational institutions. The debate took place over the cut motion moved by 
Khan Bahadur- Lieut, Sultan Khan who urged that tho Intermediate Girls* College 
of Aligarh be raised to a degree college. 

Mr. (3ihnlam Hussain moved a out drawing the attention of the Government to 
the undesirability of university toachors taking active part in politics or becoming 
members of legislatures in this and other provinces. Ho pointedly remarked that it 
was a ^oss abuse of power on the part of the Lucknow University to have permitted 
Dr. Baoha Kumad Mukherjee, head of the department of Indian history, getting a 
fat salary of Bs. to get himself nominated to the Bengal Legislative Council and 
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fiuther to have allowed liimself to be uominated as tlie loader of tlio Ooagross party 
ia that body. The mover categorically stated that Di\ MiiUiorji often absented him- 
self from iiis work aud took French leave. hJach a tiling was deliimontal to the 
interests of the university, lie requested the Government to look into the matter and 
not to express their inability to interfere. 

The Minister in his reply pointed out that Government could interfere only when 
things went seriously wrong, but anyhow promised to make inquiry into this case and 
the motion was withdrawn. The House then adjourued, 

24th. MARCH i—Many demands under ^education’ had to drop out to-day bcoauso 
until 4 o’clock only the items concerning uni veisitv education were discussed and those 
relating to secondary and primary education could not bo roachod. 

The Educaiion Mhiisier made a statement regarding the allegations nnuhi yestordav 
by Mr. Ghulam Husain that Dr. Ea-iha Knmud Mukerji frequently absented himself 
from the university in order to attend the moetings of the Ilongal Legislative OounciL 
The Minister read' tho statomeut received by him fiom the vice-chancellor of the 
Lucknow University on this subject, adding that the allegations inailo against Dr. 
Mukherji had absolutely no foundation in fact. Immediately rose Mr. (ihulam Husain 
and challenged the Minister’s statement. ITomier Pant explainoii that when the in- 
formation recoivod from an authoritative quarter was placed before ilie House they 
must accept it as correct. Tlie Minister of Education also gave an indication on the 
cut motion moved by Mr. Ghulam Husain how the Government whs going to intro- 
duce changes with regard to the univeisities in the province. Hu read out the terms 
of referenco of tho committee appointed by the fl overnmont to enquire into the matter. 

B€ga7ii Shahid Hussain moved a cut urging tho Government to give encouragement 
to women pilots to which the Minister for justice agreed and added that thoro would 
bo no discrimination as against women* 

25th. MARCH s—That the irrigation and canal rates are high was the burden of 
all the speeches mudo this day when tho Irrigation doraand was under discussion. Out 
of 13 cut motions on tho agenda under this demand as many as eight related to re- 
duction of rates only. 

Hajh Mohamed Ibrahim, Minister in charge, in his spcocims oxplaluod what this 
giHut meant and what tho Government proposed to do with regard to thij easier u 
grid scheme. He assured the House that not a pie would be wasted on any unnro- 
d active scheme and added that Govornmuiii would consider al! the proposals wmeh 
the committee they had appomtod would recommend. 

Tho Nawab of Ohaitari remaikod that committees woi o soraotimes appointed to solvo 
a question and sometimes also to shelve it. He hoped that Oovernment would not 
take shelter under tho pretext that they had appointed a committee which wan going 
into the question thoroughly. BIr. Mubashir Ilumtu Kidwai pointed out that sinoo 
the introduction of the canal system villagors were becoming poorer every day. 
Captain Jafmhed Ali Khan observed that where there is a will there is a way. Bajm 
Jaganath Baksli Singh quoted some figures to show that irrigation rates were ex- 
cessive and the department was making a largo jirofit. Borne Congress mombors who 
spoke on the motion were of the view that the Irrigation department should not be 
treated as a commercial department bat as a utility department yielding benefit to the 
peasantry who had not enough to eat. As many expressed thoir desire to speak ou 
tiie motion the debate was adjourned, 

aeih. MARCH The division challenged by Nawabaada Liaqat AU Khan which 
resulted in defeat by 90 votes against 32 on the cut motion of Maulvi Karimur Bam 
Khan urging substantial reductions iu the irrigation rates without delay was the only 
incident m the otherwise dull proceedings of the day. Both the Opposition 
and the Treasury Benches did not seem to take much interest in tho demand under 
discussion, namely, irrigation and hydro-eleotrio works, as was evident by the fact 
that the attention of the Chair had to be drawn twice that there was no quorum ia 
the House. 

Hafiss Mohammad Ibrahim, Minister, gave an exhaustive reply meeting the oritf- 
cisms of all the speakers who wanted reduction in the irrigation rates. He reiterated 
again and again that there had been a dispute without di&reaoe. It was the dehnite 
policy of the Government to reduce the rates bat they could not do it by a stroke of 
the pen, It could only be done after taking into consideration all the practical dlM- 
oulties in their way, In order to show their earnestness in the matter the Minister 
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pointed out that they had retreiicliod three high posls, uarnoly ono chief engineer and 
two superintending engineers. Tho Opposition members bad been criticizing the Con- 
gres Government for tho sins of tho previous Governments. That was not fair. 

Mr. ZaUruddin Faruqi deplored that tho eastern districts had been treated in a 
step-motherly fashion because Government did not see thoir way to extend the eastern 
grid scheme to the districts of Ghazipur, Azamgarh, Ballia and Benares. 

The i'finister assured him that the present Goveinment had no such idea in their 
mind. They wanted to give relief to all parts of the province. They would introduce 
this scheme after scrutinizing it carefully and taking tho verdict of the House whether 
such a scheme »vas feasible or not. 

With this assurance Mr, Faruqi w^as satisfied and wiihdrow tho motion. 

29lh. MARCH There wore some amusing incidents to-day on the out motions 
of Mr, Muhammad Ishaq Khan and Captain Nawab Jnmshed AH Khan. The former 
wanted to tliscuss the status and functions of purliamontary socrutanes whoso appoint- 
ment, in his opinion, was illegal and ultra virus. Tiiis cvofcud a long debate in which 
the Premier, Kimwar Sir Maharaj Singh, the Naw^ab of Chhatari and others took part. 

The Premier eraphasizod that the appointment of parliamentary sporetarios was con- 
stitutional and legal. Ho paid a handsome tribute to parliamentary secrotarios who, ho 
said, had been discharging their duties ^ very satisfactorily. 

Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh recognizt’d tho difficulty one had had to undergo in 
answering questions. Ho made two suggestions as to how questions could bo answered 
in a better manner. At the same time he did not desire to ciiticizo parliamentary 
secretaries, many of whom wore young and inexperionood. 

Tho Nawab of Chhatari romarked that it was not tho intnntion of the mover 
to oast reflections on the parliamentary suorotaries personally. Irioidentally he praised 
the work of Mr. Ajit Prasad Jain whose knowledge of files was good and satisfactory. 

Pandit Venkateeh Narayan Tiwary did not seem to brook tho exf>res8ioa of 
Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh that many of the parliamentary secretaries ^vero young 
and inexperienced. 

30th. MARCH Speaking on a cut motion relating to the policy of the Govern- 
ment regarding forests in Kuraaon and Chakrata, the Premier said that he had been 
regarded as ono of the incorrigible and chronic critics of the Forest department 
and therefore, they could depend upon his symuathy. The forests belonged to the 
people and the Government belonged to tho people and theie was no conflict hotwoeu 
the two. He personally held the opinion that the Forest duparimunt was a commur- 
oial department and, as such, it must try iis best to win tho goodwill of its con- 
tractors and customers who were entitled to bo treated courteousiy and politely. 

There was severe condemnation from all sides of the House of the system of 
appointing assesorvS In criminal oases. 

Sir Maharaj Singh strongly urged that the system of assessors should bo com- 

« don 0 away with because they were irre^onsiblo advisers of tho judge. He 
prefer an extension of the jury system. The Minister for justice explained 
that in response to a circular letter issued by the Government soon after tho budget 
session in Beptember last on the question whether assessors should bo retained or 
abolished, they had received valuable opinions. He assured tho House that his 

question was engaging their attention and they were not sleeping over it 

Mr. Ohulam Bmain wanted by his cat motion to have a handwriting expert 
appointed by the local Government. The Minister pointed out that the present 
system was most economical and reasonable. The movor did not press his motion. 

There was a long debate on a cut motion moved by Mr. Aziz Khan urging tho 
abolition of trial by jury in sessions cases. In his view jurors were open to all 
sorts of infiuences and were incapable of understanding their responsibility, Mr, 
Watford strongly opposed the cut motion because he was oonvinoed that the country 
was not bankrupt of honest and intelligent people. 

The MinisUr for Justice in his reply observed that tJie system of trial by jury 
was really an extension of the doctrine of citizenship, He reminded the House 
that it was really not a communal matter, Acoordiug to him it would be all to the 
^od ,if this system was extended as widely as possible. The Government was consi- 
dering the whole question oarefully and as soon as they had arrived at a decision 
they would place ft before the House, The motion was withdrawn. The House 
then hd^onrnbdk . . 
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31«t MARCH Aftisr a strcaaons disciisf^iou of 1% days, the laotions for grants 
in the budget were oonclnrlefl to-day. As many as eleven gi-ants were voted without, 
discussion. The much vexed question of the separation of judicial and executive 
functions was after aU Sidtlol to-day by tho ^fmhier of Justice announcing a scheme 
prepared by him. The debate on this sn'nject was initiated by Mr. Karimnr Ueza 
Khan and he was supported by Mr. Walford. Mr. Znhirui Hasnain Lari and Bir 
Maharaj Singh, Bir Maharaj Singh made two trseful suggestions : firstly, that the 
trying magisti ate should have no connection whatever with the police ; secondly, 
the appointment of magistrates should re.st with the High Court or. the Chief Court 
as proposed by tho Btuart Committeo in 1922. 

Bessioit at Nai:ci Tal 

The Minister gave a brief outline of tho scheme. He pointed out the constitu- 
tional difficulty, namely, that tinder^ the Oovernraont of India Act, tho Clovornraent 
could not ask tho High Coini to appoint ih^so magistrates. According to his scheme 
there would ho two sets of magistrates, oxcontive magistrates and judicial raagistratBs. 
Judicial magistrates would have nothing to do witii the police. ‘They would sit and 
try criminal cases like munsifs. They would have no adrainistrativo w^ork. For 
leave and inspection they would bo under the tioiitrol of additional district magistrate 
having equal status wdth the distrait magistrate.. Reports on their work would be 
made by the sessions judges who would be acquainted with their woik. The Minister 
assured tho House that this question would not bo treated as a party question. lie 
would take every section of the Ilouso into his confidence. For that purpose he 
would appoint a small committee and he would be /ruided by tho advice of that 
committee. 

Eeliki’ to DnuTOit’iS Hill 


Ut APRIL:— Today being a non-officlal day, discussion w'as resumed on the arnord- 
ment moved by Pandit Lakskmi bhtmker liajpai on tianuary 2i to the Debtor’^, 
Bill introduced by Mr. Zafurul Hasnain Lari m (hat day. The nmendmont which 
was to the effect that the Bill bo ciretiiated for eliciting opinion before April Jih was 
carried without division. 

Bession’ at Naim T.u* 


There was a long debate over thu resolution moved by Khan Bahadur 
Faaihuddin urging tho Government to hold at least one session of the 
Legislature at Naiui Tal in tho month of August or Bo{»t<‘mbcr. Manv members 
spoke on bf3half of tho overworked secretariat sial? and pointed out Government work 
would deteriorate if the hill exodus was abandoned. Borne im‘it«hc»rs pleaded Uio 
cause of the people of Naini Tal and said that they woxild ho ruined if the Govern- 
ment remained on tho plains. Bir Jwala Prasad remarked that ifui abandonment 
of tho exodus would be a penny wise and pound foolish policy. Tho interim Ministry 
he said, fell a victim to the temptation of securing popular applau.so by abandoning tl’m 
move to the hills, but they found that the (sxpenmont <iid not prove sucifessfuh The 
Premier made smashing reply by pinning tho speakers to tho terms of the rosoln- 
tion. lie regretted that tho spoakois had introduced irrelevant topics into the debate. 

AnoraoN of Muslim Coktoknce Rksolutioks 


'JQio House was discussing tho resolution moved by AT. B. Fasihuddin requesting 
^e Government to give effoot to the resolutions adopted by the Muslim Educational 
Oonforence hold in 1934 when it rose for tho day. 

4tli. APRIL :-"Tho Minister far Education explained to-day what (ho Govern- 
ment had done and what they wore going to do for M.U8lira education in the province. 
Instead of showing scant regard for the resolution, as suggested by a member on 
the ground that the proposals were of a communal nature, the Minister gave the 
assurance that most of the recommendations made by the member were under the 
consideration of the Government* This, beoause he was oonvinoed that the progress 
and prospenty of this proyinoe and of this country was bound up with the progress 
and enlightenment of Muslims, Hindus and other classes of the commaufty. He 
pointed out that it was not possible for the Government to sot apart scats for 
Muslims on the Intermediate Board as the Board itself was in the melting pot He 
quoted Bir Zmuddm’s remarks to impress on members that maktahe were remly not 
educational institutions at ^ 

Mr. MahaUr Tyagi critioisad the Minister for making oonoessions to commuaa- 
lism though be was a sooialist* Muslim members stressed the usefulness of maktahe 
and lalamia schools where Muslim boys imbibed the Muslim culture, a culture distinct 
from other cullures* »r, Husain ZaWr, however, strongly opposed the resolution! 
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Muslim education, lie said, was not as backward as it seemed to l>t*. He urged that 
every ej9tort should be made to wean away hoys from maktahs and Tslaraia schools 
in which the quality of instraetion was not as good as in other schools. 

Nox-opficial Bills 

5lli. APRIL :~^Shri Lalbnhadur Sastri introduced his Bill to amend the Allaha- 
bad TJuiversity Act Sir J. P, Srivastam introduced the Hmdii Dharmadaya Bill to 
regulate Hindu religious trusts. His motion for reference of the Bill to a select com- 
mittee was opposed by the Congress benches, on whoso behalf Mr. Sadhu Singh 
moved for circulation of the Bill. 

^ Mr. S ampler nananda pointed out the legal difficulties raised by Sir Jawala Prasad’s 
Bill as it stood, and announced that the Government already had under preparation 
their own legislative proposals for dealing with the various types of Hindu religious 
endowments and trusts. The motion for circulation was carried. 

Thereafter, the House accepted motions for circulntion of throe private Bills, 
namely that of Mr. B. K. Mukherji relating to the conditions of service of shjop 
assistants, that of Mr. Charan Singh relating to the Agricultural Produce Market B 11// 
and that of Mr. Raja Ram Skastri relating to the Trade Union ie(‘OgniTiou. The 
House then adjourned. 

Stamp Act Amend, Dill 

6th. APRIL : — The Minister of Justice, T)r. N. Kaiju moved to-day consideration 
of the XJ. P. Stamp Act Amendraejit Rill. Chaudhuri KhiiM Ram moved deletion of 
the new clause which did away with the existing legal requirement of certain documents 
bearing one-anna stamps before becoming legally vali<l, Br. Katju replied that the 
select committee had, after fiill consideration, added the now clause as it felt that 
there was no risk of forgeries occurring. 

Another amendment by the same member dealing with the deticiency of stamps was 
also debated and as the mover, who was a member of the Congress Party, did not with- 
draw the amendment, the Oi)position took advantage of the situation and called a 
division. According to party discipline the mover could not vote even for his own 
amendment and kept neutral. Iho Opposition in the lobby numbered 30 against Gov- 
ernment’s strength of 114, and the amendment was negatived. 

The Opposition which kept silent during tho second reading of the Dill raised a 
a voice of protest whon tho third reading was moved. Mr. Ishaq Khan ebargerj 
the Ministry with burdening the poor people permanently with taxation which had 
been impos.sed by the previous Government snecitkmlly for two years. 

The Bill was passed by lOG votes to JK). 

Court Fees Amend, Bill 

*0/’ Katju next moved consideration of the U. P. Court Pecs Act Amendment Bill 
Mr. Ishaq Khan asked for its republication as tho Bill had been radically altered. The 
Mimstor-m-charge objected to the motion, stating that, as the changes made by tlie 
select oommitfoe were all for the reduction in fees proposed in the Bill originally, 
there was no need lor repablioation. The House then discussed the various amendments. 


711,. APRIL :~Thore were 51 amendments to tiie BUI, of whieh 37 were 
disposed of to-day. Most of the amendments were moved b.v Mr. Mubaahir Humin 
mmi and he wm supported by Mr. Muhammad hhaq Khan and Qwtei 
Mmammaa Aatl JAbast, 


2011,. APRIL :-“The 


The U. P. 
proceedings 


liBHAsaT Bmi. 


_ - were dull when the Court Pees (Amondraont) 

Bid was under discussion to-day. It became enlivened when the Minister of Rewnu,! 
sought the leave of the House to introduce the United Provinces Tsnanoy Bill 
whioh was placed on the members' tables this morning. 

The Nawah of Chhatqri, leader of tho Opposition, wanted to know whether the 
previous sanction of the Governor was obtained before inlroduoing the Bill as 
required under sec. 299 Clause 3, of the Government of India Act TJio Minister 
of RsMftiw did not know how this Bill was governed by sec 299. The SMofrrr 
asked as to who should decide whether the Bill did or did not require the prWious 
muotion of the Governor. He did not want to make his ruling cheap. Eaia 
maha^arlDaml Seto aupiested that the question might he referred to the Gover- 
nor as to whether this Bill Had been sanotionsS by him. 
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Muslim oducatiou, he said, was not as hacfeward as it seemed io i>e. Flo urged that 
every effort should be made to weau away hoys from ^naktahs and Islaniia schools 
in which the quality of instruction was not as good as in other schools, 

Non-official Bills 

Sib. APRIL :-^8hri Lalbakadur Sastri introdnocd his Bill to amend tiie Allaha- 
bad TJuiversity Act. Sir J. P. Srivastava introduced the Hindu Dharmadaya Bill to 
regulate Hindu religious trusts. His motion for reference of the Bill to a select com- 
mittee was opposed by the Congress benches, on whoso behalf Mr. Sadhu Singh 
moved for circulation of the Bill. 

Mr. Sampurnananda pointed out the legal difficulties raised by Sir Jawala Prasad’s 
Bill as it stood, and announced that the Government already had under preparation 
their own legislative proposals for dealing with the various lypes of Hindu religious 
endowments and trusts. The motion for circulation was carried. 

Thereafter, the House accepted motions for circulation of throe j»rivato Bills, 
namely that of Mr. P. AT. Mttkherji relating to the conditions of service of shjOp 
assistants, that of Mr. Charan Singh relating to tho Agricultural Produce Marlcot Bilk 
and that of Mr. Baja Earn Shastri relating to the Trade Unidu jocogniiion. The 
House then adjourned. 

Stamp Act Amend. Bill 

6th, APRIL : — The Minister of Justice, Br. K. N, Kaljii moved to-day (‘.ensidoration 
of the U. P. Stamps Act Amendment Bill. Chaudhuri Khnshi Ram mov'od deletion of 
the new clause which did away with the existing legal requirement of cfirtain dotuimenfs 
bearing one-anna stamps before becoming legally valid. Dr. Katjn ropliud lhat tho 
select committee had, after full consideration, added the now clause as it felt that 
there was no rish of forgeries occurring. 

Another amendment by the same member dealing with the deficiency of stamf)s was 
also debated and as the mover, who was a member of the Congress Party, did not wii.h- 
draw the amendment, the Opposition took advantage of tho situation and railed a 
division. According to party discipline the mover could not vote even for his own 
amendment and kept neutral. Tho Opposition in the lobby numbered 30 against Gov- 
ernment’s strength of 114, and the amendment was negatived. 

The Opposition which kept silent during the second reading of the BUI raised a 
a voice of protest when tho third reading was moved. Mr. Ishaq Khan chnrg.Ml 
the Ministry with burdening the poor people permanently with taxation which liad 
been impossad by the previous Government specifically for two v('ars. 

The Bill was passed by 106 votes to 30. 

Court Fess Amend. Bill 

Br. Katiu next paoyed consideration of the XJ. P. Court Foes Act Amondment Bill. 
Mr.Jshaq Khan asked for its republication as tho Bill had boon radically altered. Tlu? 
Minister-m-charge objected to the motion, stating that, as the changes made by the 
select committee were all for the reduction in fees proposed in the Bill originally, 
there was no need for republication, The House then discussed the various amenaments. 

7th. APRIL There were 51 amendments to the Bill, of which 37 were 
disposed of to-day. Most of the amendments were moved by Mr. Muba$kir Hmain 
Kiduai and he was supported by Mr. Muhammad hhaq Khan and Qmzi 
Mmammaa Adu Miast, 

Xhb U. P. Tenahot Bail 

aoth. APRIL The proceedings wore dull -when the Court Foes (Amondraont) 
Bill was under discussion to-day. It became enlivened when the Miniater of Revenm 
sought the loave of tho House to introduce the United Provinoes Tenancy Bill 
whioh was placed on the members’ tables this morning. 

The Nawat of Ghhatari, leader of the Opposition, wanted to know whether tho 
previous sanction of the Governor was obtained before introducing the Bill as 
required under sec. *99 Clause 3, of the Government of India Aoi Tho Miniater 
of Sevenm Hi mt know how this Bill was governed by see 299. The Speaker 
asl^d^ as to who should decide whether the Bill did or did not require the previous 
MBOtion of the (^vernor. He did not want to make his ruling cheap. Raja 
Baaheakwar Dayal Seth suggested that the question might be referred to the Gover- 
nor as to whether this Bill had been sanotloned by him. 
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The Premier asserted that they had a right to introdnoe the Bill aad they \76r6 
entitled to do it without referring to any otiior porson. Inoideatally ho remarked 
that it was their privileue and it must he the natural dt‘siro of f'very sonsiblo 
patriotic member of this House to enlarge tlmir rights and privih‘ges. 

The Nawah of Vhhatari pointed out thut wlien the Government said that they 
were working under the limitations of the (ioverument of India Ant, they must 
follow it in word and spirit. 

At the request of the Speaker, the Advocate^ General gave his opinion that no 
sanction was ueciessary and that the Speaker was not hnuiirl to give a ruling on tho 
point. 

After hearing* all the speeches, the Speaker name to the conclusion that lie must 
refer the question to the Oovornor and his opinion was read out to the House 
before it adjourned. The Governor stated that the question appeared to he of great 
doubt and he was of the view that previous sanction was necessary and he, thorofon*, 
accorded his sanction to the introduction of the Bill. 

The Minister then introduced the Bill. At this stage tlic House adjonrnel, 

MioMnERs’ EiroLUMRyts Ban 

21«t APRIL The whole day was devoted to a discussion of tho Members’ Emolu. 
ments Bill, while one amendment oocuidod the attention of the Houho for more than 
six hours. The Nawah of (Jhkatari had moved an amendmfint yesterday fo the 
effect that the travelling allowance to members .sliould ho rho same as was admissible 
to Ministers. During the course of tho dot»ato all the members who spoke from tho 
side of tho Opposition urged tliat there should be no differentiation between Btnnsten 
and other members in the mutlor of travelling allowance. Mr. ishnq Khan quoted 
figures to show that the present Ministers were drawing more by way of allowance 
than their predecessors and that there was a great differeno.e hotween their profos- 
sion and practice. He also quoted from the Harijan an article of Mahatma Gandhi 
in which the latter had said : Tho Congress Bresideut trnvollud third class, will tho 
Congress ministers travel lirst V 

8ir Jieala Prasad Srimstava also ar.b‘d tli/*m t/i follow Mahatma Oandiu faith* 
fully, who always travelled I bird class. Those who spoke on thi* Cengrrss side slated 
that Ministers were hard woiked people and thcrefor«» reasouahle e.ouifurt should be 
given to thorn while travidling. Whoa the Biinhler of Junfiee moved for the third 
reading of tho Bill, Nawahxiida Liaqat AH Khan o))poscd it on tho ground that it was 
an insult to tho dignity of the mombors of tiio House as many wore inclinod to speak* 
Tho debate was adjournod till tho 201 h. 

25th. APRIL :-.TUe third reading of tho Members’ Emoluments Bill was not posit- 
ed to.day without a division being challengiMl, though it was <»arried by a thumping 
majority. Tho Opposition could muster only 29 momhers as against lit) mi tho Gov* 
erument side. The same arguments wore advanced by the Opposition as they used 
on Thursday last, namely, the receiving «»( a salary was doregutory to , the dignity of 
the House and the penalty clause was an insult to members who wore brought to tho 
level of Government servants. 

The Minister of Justice, in winding up the dohato, as well as the Premier, who 
spoke before lunch, made dignified speeches assuring tho House that it was not tho 
intention of the Government to lower tho dignity of hon. mombors in any manner* 

The Premier remarked that membors being their masters, it would recoil an them 
if their status was reduced. He, however, assured them that a small commit tea would 
be appointed to examine these rules. 

The Minister of Justice pointed out that this Bill related only to members and not 
to Ministers and ho did not know why so much boat was imported into this debate, 
farther, this was not the shigo when objections should Imve been ralswi If any 
objection was taken to any of the provisimm of the Bill it should have been done at 
the second reading. He justified tho inclusion of the penalty clause which, in his 
opiiiion, was a just and equitable provision. He told the House that there was no 
desire on the part of the Government to make these rttles without cousalting the 
House or acquainting it with draft rules. 

Cotmr Fkks Amsso. Bmp 

26tL APRIL The Court Fees Act amendment Bill was passed tO'^day by a 
toga Congress majority, Mr. Ishaq Khm not only opposed the third roadlug but 
ohauengedT a diviaion which resulted in 108 voting for the bill and 43 against it. He 

85 
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cliaraoterised the bill as obnoxious and undemocratic and urged the house that it should 
not be placed on the statute book. He was the only speaker to-day on the motion, 
after which the Minuter o) Justice made an apologetic reply, assuring the honse^ that 
this was not going to be a permanent measuie and its duration would be till 30th. 
June 194L 

Land Revenue Act Amend. Bile 

The house then passed without any discussion the Bill to amend the U. P. Land 
Bevenue Act of 1901, 

Maternity Bbneeit -Bill 

The Minister for Justice next moved the Maternity Benefit Bill for consideration of 
the house. Mr, E, M. Souter was the only one who moved a nurabor of araendmetits, 
two of which were pressed and rejected and others were withdrawn. There was 
some discussion over the rate of daily allowance to be given to a woman for four 
weeks after conhnement The allowance proposed by the select committee was eight 
annas which was objected to by Sir Maharaj Singh, Mr. Souter and Mr. Walford. 
The amendment was eventually defeated by 190 votes to 18, a feature of the voting 
being that many members of the Opposition voted against the amendment, though it 
was sponsored by Sir Maharaj Singh. Further discussion on the bill was adjourned. 

27tli. APRIL The house passed the Maternity Bill to-day. The Minister of Jmiice 
appealed to the employers to be a little generous. After all, it would not cost them 
more than a few hundreds if the Bill became law. Sir Maharaj Singh gave his strong 
support to the Bill. The Minister for Local Self-Government said that the Govern^ 
ment had issued a circular to all commissioners to request the municipal boards to 
see that maternity benefit on the linos of this bill should bo given to women 
sweepers employed by them. 

Tenancy Act Amend. Bill 

The motion to refer the Tenancy Bill to a select committee was carried 
unanimously. 

The Minister of Revenue^ in making his motion to refer the bill to a select 
committee, assured the House that they were not abolishing the air rights of the 
zemindars. The proposals contained in the Bill would affect only about two lakhs of 
zamindars out of a total of 12 lakhs. He claimed that the proposals with regard to 
distraint and ejectment received almost universal suppoit. The Government had, 
however, an open mind and would bo glad to consider any proposals brought forward 
before them. 

Ghaudhri Khaliquzzman^ on behalf of the Muslim League Party, stated that the 
Bill was a compendious one, and sufficient time should be given to consider the 
proposals contained therein. He said that nobody would deny that tho lime had 
come for a readjustment of the relations between landlords and tenants, because 
the present economic conditions demanded that some relief should lie given to 
tenants. 

The JUawab of Chkatari was of the^ opinion that large-scale farming wouM 
become an impossibility under the provisions of the Bill. Bocondly the zemindars 
who felt keenly about sir rights could not understand the principle underlying it in 
the Bill, The method proposed according to the Bill, would not facilitate tho collec- 
tion of rents, which in the long run would not prove beneficial even to tenants. 

Baja Jagannaih Baksh Singh asserted that the land belonged to them by sanads 
and no changes should be made without consulting then. 

Tho Budget session of the Assembly concluded and the House adjourned sine die. 
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Winter session— L«ck.iow~27th. January tj 7ih. February 1938 

NoN-OFFicziL Bills k Hesoluxioks 

The winter session of the United Provinoos Legislative Council commoncod at 
Lucknow on the 27th. January 1938, Lain Sir SUaram presiding. Tiio sesdon did 
not start auspiciously for the Government, wiio siiilfered their first defeat 

The House referred to a select committee the Rnciimborod Estates Amending Bills, 
moved by Messrs. Ramchandra Gupta and Mahan Lal^ as also the Children Bill, 
moved by Br. Ratn Ugrah Singh, 

The Govornment opposed the ruferonoo to a solcci commit toe of llio Children Bill 
and moved that it bo circulated but lost the divi.-»u)u by 14 to 23 votes. The Children 
Bill makes further provision for the custody and protection of tdnldron and Cor the 
onstody, trial and punishment of youthful offtjuders. 

Having disposed of non-official Bills, the ilouso tool: np discussion of non-official 
resolutions. 

The Council passed threo non-official rosniutions. The first moved by Begum 
Aizaz Rasul^ Deputy Prosident, roeoramonded to the Oovfwnraont to take immediate 
steps to improve village sanitation and provide ad-'quato ni’idical aid in rural areas. 

The second expressed the opinion that all y.nmindars and tenants paying land 
revenue or rent of more than Hs. 100 a y«iur and all persons pa.ying income-tax on 
an income of more than Bs. 3,000 a year should bo exempted from the obligation of 
taking licences under the Indian Arms Act for firearras which they wdsh to keep. 

The third resolution recommended tha taking of immediate measures for the 
reorgamsatiun and rehabilitation of rural credit in the Provinco, 

Naik Giels’ pEOXEcrcoN Amknu), Bill 

28th. JANUARY When Di% Bam Ugmh Sinph moved an amondmoni to the 
Naik Girfs l^rotection Act of 1020, Mn Eamahaut Mfalatdya^ Loader of tUo House 
complainod that tho notice of the amendment had been rect^ivod only a few minutes 
earlier and as soon as it was received, it was sent to tho Premier but no reply hud 
yet been rocaived. 

This brought a remark from tho Premdent, who said that it was a serious state 
of affairs. The Government were supposed to bo represented in this House and 
business could not remain suspended hiioause Homo suporior authority was being 
consulted. The Government should bo ready pvith tho business that was boforo tho 
House and the President hopod that it would not bo said times out of number in 
the Council that the Government wore not rmiresontod* The Govornmont were part 
of the House and as muoh responsible to this House as to the other, 

29th. JANUARY Sir SUaram disallowed an ^adjournment motion given notice 
of by Rai Bahadur Mathuradan to discuss the ^‘distressing and panicky state of 
sugar-cane growers in Eoorko due to eortain restrictions imposed by authoritios on 
the sale of sugarcane as a result of which sugarcane, approximately sixty lakhs of 
maunds, remains unsold, and consequently cultivators and zamindars Sad it difEoult 
to pay rents and revenue. Tho President advised that the matter be given expre- 
ssion to in tho form of a short notice question. 

Tho House thereafter discussed roles regarding tho appointment of Honorary- 
Magistrates. 

l*t, FEBRUARY The Oounoil spent to-day in discussing rules for appointment 
of Honorary Magistrates. 

Mr. Janardan Sarup moved an adjournment of the House to discuss the reoent 
orders of the U. P. Government, issued by tho Oolleotor, to realise progressive 
enhanoement of land revenue which was hitherto postponed. 

Mr. Mulaviya opposed the motion on the ground that notice was received only 
after the House met ; therefore, It was impossible for him to say anytidag. The 
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President Sir Sitarani withheld oonseut for the day, however, repeuting the remark 
that the Government wore expected to be represented in the House. 

2nd. FEBRUARY The house concluded discussion on tho rules regarding the 
appointment of honorary magistrates, 

SuQiR Fictoeiks Conteol Bill 

In deference to an opposition member’s desire the eonsi<lerafcion of tho Sugar 
Factories Control Bill was postponed until to-morrow. Explaining the urgency of tho 
measure and need for suspension of the standing order by the chair which requires seven 
days’ interval hotw'een the passing of the Bill by tho low^er house and its iutroducfiou 
in the upper house, Dr, Eatju said that an identical measure had been passed by tho 
Governments of Bihar and U. P. who were moving in closest co-oporation in the interest 
of the industry. Factory owners had reprosouted to tho Government that oilher the 
Bill should be passed immediately or an orlinanoe promulgated giving e^ect to tho 
Bill. The Government however did not desire to take the latter step which was not in 
keeping with the dignity of the house. The delay in the passage of tho Bill would 
cause confusion to the industry. 

3rd. FEBRUARY Tho President suspended tho standing orders and discussion of 
the Sugar Factories Control Bill was taken up. Mr. Janardan 8arup withdrew bis 
adjournment motion relating to the collection of enhanced revenue on an assurance by 
the leader of the Houso that tho Minister for Rovenuo on return from leave woulll 
look into the matter. 

4lli. FEBRUARY i—Tlie Council found its galleries crowded by members of the 
Assembly and by visitors to hear the debate on the Sugar Factories Control Bill. 
Althougn the majority of the House had come to an understanding the minority 
persisted in moving amendments and succeeded ia its dilatory tactics by holding 
the Bill up till the 7th. 

7tli. FEBRUARY Tho Sugar^ Control Bill was passed by the Council and was 
brought back to the Assembly wdiioh mot at two in the afternoon for the purpose. A 
fact of special importance about the proctiodings in the Upper House was that the 
Opposition being in the majoiity, could have delayed tho measure and altered it 
radically but the Opposition knowing that the Government had an ordinance in readi- 
ness and would have a majority m a Joint session took a reasonable attitude and 
came to a lobby understanding with the Government. 

This understanding, however, i)rovoked dissent among throe members of tho Oppo- 
sition who left tho ranks of tho Nationalist Party, and wore mainly responsible for 
dilatory tactics which piolongod the session. 

The third reading speeches in tho Ooimoii to-day wore generally concerned with 
‘‘domestic matters” and either side charged the otiior with having committed “insu- 
rance acts.” Lala Baboolal^ secretary of tho Nationalist Party, contended that the 
agroement with tho Government had boon reached “amicably, cpiiotly and calmly” so 
that tho Sale Tax would not be put at six pies without the consent of tlie Legislature 
and rules under the Act would be discussed by tho Logislaturo, There wore valuable 
concessions. Mr. Bnjindra Sarwp of Cawnporo testified to a “merciless scrutiny of the 
Bill by the House,” and advised acceptance of tho mojisure as “in this imperfect 
world nothing can be perfect”. 

Bai Babaaur Mohan lal^ leader of tho Opposition, blessed the Bill and su] 
the Sales Tax said tho Govorumeut could not do wonders without funds. He 
however, that tho provisions regarding labour and shods for carts would be 
to remain dead letters. He asked Bri K. N. Katjn amidst laughter, “Bid the Minister 
of Justice provide sheds in his houso for his numerous clients V 

Bepum Aim% Mosul joined the “chorus of congratulations showered on the Minis- 
ter of Justice”. Dr. Bam Ugra Singh, Khan Masoodmaaman and Mr. Akhtar Hussain 
struck a different note. While the first two bitterly spoke about “compromise in 
camera” and were content to support the passage of the Bill, Mr, Akhtar Husain was 
the only speaker who opposed the third reading, 

Br. Maiju explained that the right of appeal against penalties in the Bill was 
ensured by provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, lie attH<?hed great importance 
to the labour cause, The Bill was not a partisan meas ure and would not be worked 
in thnt spirit. The Blouse passed tho Bill and adjourned sine die. 
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Budget Session— Lucknow- -“2ssd. March to 8th. March 1938 

The Budget sessiou of the CoiiiiciS commoncet! on tlio 2nd. March 1938. 
Eefdying to Mr, Janardajh Sarnp's Qiestion it the special Corruption (Jontr^’d 
Officer had been able to find out sueoifi*'* eas.j.s of corruption, Dr, M. Jung, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, said that the charges against four police offioeis had bue.H esta- 
blished and action taken against them. Enquiries wore being made in the following 
cases: Police Dojiartment 13, E\'ciso 2. Education 2, Audit 1, iicvtmue 1 and Boldicr./ 
Board 1. 

After tho presentation of deman Is for bupplomenlarv gratis for 1U37-3B, the 
oil adjournod till the next day when the bud-jet w;u» presented by the Premirr, 

5Ui. MARCH :—Beforti the discus-a)ii on iupp!em^’ntar> wus iakuti tip 

to-day, Dr. Ram Uurah Singh raised a point of opiur uno'er Itulc 5i t2) th;i‘ tlu/.' 
days should elapse between tho pnjsouUlion a.id the discussion of the cstiwata'. 

Tiio hon. Dr. K, ZV. Kafjn^ juplying, said that tdic trjvernmcut had allotlol «h,- 
days in his individual judgraout, 

Tho Pre$i(ltint said that if the Llonse. was atixiouH to d^cuss thi; 'tdhinuea 
ho would request the Governor to fix Monday for rliscnssioii. 

As tiio House \vas not anxious to dibcnsi tliom on Monday, thpy were takt*!i up 
lo-day and appioved. The Council thou adjourned till M-mday. 

7th. MARCH :-~A “birth tax'' was .suggr*Hted (o-di^y by a Jiic*mbcr wht.n flte 
Council took up tho general disoussiou of the Budget. 

Begum Aijaz Baaoolt Deputy PreKid«*iit, asked tho Government to impose such a 
lux as the population was inei easing at an ^‘‘alarming’* rule. Hhe added tiiut ii^r 
proposal would prove a cheek on population ami lead to social improvement 

During the debate the Opposit 4 on m general deprooiaiod the huge rural reooii.struc- 
tion programme from borrowed funds. Thoy thought that tho financial implicatioiis 
of the Budget were serious and advised caution. 

The discussion was adjourned till tho .next day, tlio Sth.| March when the U^ivHi 
was adjourned ntne die. 


May Session—Ludkoow— 6th. May to 25th. May 1938 


Th« May soSKiou of tho OouuoU cowmeiiccd at Jjiiokiiow oij tin; 6tli. May t03a. 
Wtrong rBSuiitfflont was exprossoU by tho lamllorti raemborB of tho Couiioil at ihii 
tmmt-ritod slur oiist upon tiioir oidur by tho Revenue Minieler, who hafi rloKoribod 
them as mere rent coUoctors and not as owners of land and notice was given of an 
adjoanimont motion by Mr. Mukummud Aind Khan Hherwaat. 

Tho RreHdcnl ovorruled the oiijootion of Mr. Chandra Jihal, I'arliamiinlftty seeio- 
(ary, that the remarks made in tlie Lower House could not form a subjoct of disous- 
Kion of the motion tonight; as the Kevonue Minisior had agreed to allot a day for dis- 
oussion on his remarks during the course of this session. 

The House rejected by 21 votes to two an Hmondment to the draft rates of tho 
Conuoil, Boeking to take away tho Hrosident’s power of nominating a panel of chair* 
men and empowering tho House to elect them. 


LANaiiA.us oy LEOtsi-iiuEi'; 

7U«. MAY Xbc_ language controversy loomed large in to-day's Council in connee- 
tion with the discussion of the draft rules. An amendment moved by Mr. Ckanira 
maL parliamontery secretary, to rule 19 so that any member might address tho 
Uiunoil m Hindi or Urdu was ruled out by tho I’residont who agreed with the view 
espressod by the Advocato-Oeueral that it was inoonsistent with section 85 of the 
(tovornment of India Act which did not allow those members who were suffloieatly 
acquainted with hnglish langnage to speak in Hindi or Urdu. 

Another amendment for substitution of the word Hindustani for the words Hindi 
or Urdu oocnrrmg m rule 19 was also rejected by the House by 84 agains* 9 votes. 

The provision to the rule empowering the President at his discretion to permit or 
call upon any membar to speak in Urdu, Hindi or Hnglish was soaght to bo deioted 
** iMonsistent with section 85 of the Government of India 
The Presrateat, after hearing the Advooate-Oonord and certain other members, 
ftbsoltttely consistent with the Act, whereupon the amend* 

mei^t lyiis witaarftwttf 
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Discussion on Draft Eules 

9th MAY A. more rapid progress was mado in connection with the disonssion on 
the draft rules today in the Council, Whether ^ a member could reflect upon the con- 
duct of any judge or court of law having jurisdiction in any part of the British 
empire in the exercise of his or its judicial functions, was discussed at length on an 
amendment moved by Mr, LaJcshmi Narayan^ parliamentary Secretary, to substitute 
‘India’ for the word ‘‘empire’. He urged that the House had no reason to show any 
consideration to other parts of the British empire. A contrary view was expressed 
from the Government benches by the Minister of ^ Communications, Hafiz Muhammad 
Ibrahim who thought that it would be very pernioions to discuss the judgments and 
judicial orders passed by the judges, and added that it would be highly improper to 
discuss questions coming before the courts of the Empire where individuals belonging 
to India might be concerned. 

The House adopted another amendment deleting a clause to the effect that a 
member while speaking must not utter treasonable, seditious or defamatory words, but 
he may quote them for the purposes of his argument. 

The House rejected an amendment moved by Mr, Chandra Bhal^ formerly piirlia- 
meutary secretary, fur the deletion of the rule against any discussion in the Council 
being permitted in rospoci of any order of Iho Government or of the President 
disallowing a motion. 

Maternity Benefit Bill 

lOlh. MAY TliO Council passed into law to-day tho Maternity Benefit Bill. One 
member of tho Opposition assorted that the Bill was a piece of party propaganda and the 
Congress Government afi or destroying tho zamiudars, wanted to destroy the millowners. 

Some amendments moved to enlarge the scope of the Bill v/ore ruled out by tiie 
Presuimt who held that as the Bill was for a particular object, amendmeuts must be 
within its scope and conform to its framework. Tho President added that if tiio 
llouao thought that the Dill was too restricted, tho only constitutional remedy open 
to the House was to throw out tho Bill. 

Land Eevenue Amend. Bill 

The Land Bovonue (Amendment) Bill was vehemently opposed by certain landlord 
members and at one stage it looked as though the fate of the Bill was hanging in the 
balance. Brisk oanvassitig was thou started by Congress members of the House and 
very soon it appeared that tho issue was no longer in doubt. A number of members 
including B. B. Babu Mohanlal who opposed the motion remained neutral, with tho 
result that the motion for second reading was carried by a majority of eight votes. 


Oii'FiaAL Bills 


1 1th. MAY In its role as the revising Cliarabor, the Council to-day amended throe 
Bills relating to prison reform as passed by the Assembly and they would now go 
back to tho lower house for roeonsidoraiion. Those bills were (1) tho Borstal Dill (2) 
the Prisoner’s Belease on Probation Bill and (B) the Pirst Offenders’ Probation Bill. 

One of the amendments was carried in the teeth of opposition from Goverumeni 
benches. The House passed the three bills as amended as well as the Land Bevenuu 
Amendment Bill, in respect of which thoro wore no now amendments. Tho House 
then adjourned till May 16. 

Discussion of Draft Rules 


I6th. MAY After prolonged discussions to-day the Council completed consi- 
deration of the -draft rules governing the conduct of business. Tho Lowor House had 
yet to discuss its rules. 

The rules committee of the Upper House consisted of the President Sir Sita Ram, 
the deputy President Bogum Aizaz Rasul, two Congress members Babu Baijuath and 
Mr. Rataulal Jain, and others, viz, Rai Bahatiur Mohanlal, Mr. Waheed Ahmad, Laia 
Mohanlal Bah, and Ohaudhari Akhtar Hussain. The committee was representative of 
all parties in the House and its report was unanimous, there being no notes of 
dissent. It held altogether ten sittings in 1937 and 1938. 

In the rules recommended for adoption by the Oouuoil a few salutary changes 
have been introduced, though many of the previous rules and standing orders have 
been preserved. Some of them have been modified, while a few new rules have 
been Introduced. The existing distinction between the rules and standing orders have 
been doue away with. 
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Tho noteworthy changes introdueed dosorvo to DioiitionGa. Kvtjry Tlmrsdny 
dnring the session of tho Council will hereafter ho devoted to tiio tiTaisactiou of iinn- 
official business and it shall have precedence over other Imsinoss niiless thf^ Prer»-fhod 
otherwise directs. On other days Government hnsinoss shall Ijavc oriMaMlnneo. This 
means that non-official business will be transactotl in every session nven if G.jViO’o- 
ment allot no day for it, as they have not during tho present sossiou. Tho riaiil . of 
the Council to regulate its own business have thus been enlarged f'>y the lulo*^ 
committee. 

Answers to questions ashed by the morahers will horoaftor he printed thus rro 
toring tho previous practice before the inatiguraiimi of tho prosont constilnti'tru 
Not a little inconvenience was felt by the members and tho press reportojo (Aviup, 
to the new practice of supplying a typed answer only to the im^rahor putting a 
question. It is hoped that the Assembly will follow in the footstt'ps of ilio 
in tliis regard. 

The rules provide for joint select committees and joint oonfoiencis winch it is 
confidently expected would obviate friction or want of harmony between the (wo 
Houses. 

No^ far-reaching changes have been made daring fho passage of the rult*.*^ in tho 
Council. The attempt to delete the provisions for joint oonferonce made by a Con- 
gress narliamentary secretary, despite the support of tho Minister for (tommniiicalions. 
Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim, met with failure. Thewe rules iirovide that any momfior, 
with tho consent of tho Minister in charge of tho department to whiidi tho matter 
relates, may move that it is expedient that anv matter of public importaiKio other 
than a bill be referred to a joint conference of both obambors consisting of a 
number of members and with instructions to report before sindi duro ns rn.sf, b«* 
specified in the motion. The Council has. also, got power of loforiing a hill fp!i^si*<! 
by the Lower House) to a select committee of its own in case it was not rolVrr(‘d 
to a joint select committee. 

The rules give complete liberty of .notion to (ho Council in oonneoiimi with 
conduct of its business and tho prestige and dignity of (ho Upper liouso havt* b»'pn 
greatly enhanced. 


17th. MAY Tho House will have po%vnr fo bring a motion iif nn-confidmiou 
against the Ministry when tho new Council rules wdiich wore pUKsrd bv the Counuit 
last night, come into force in Juno next. 

A Congress member moved an amendment urging llic diddinn of ibo juii‘ 
forring such power on tho TJppor House. Thu iimondinuiit was Huppttitod bv 
Kafjn and others on behalf of the Government but w'us lost by *..‘T fo von*^;, 

Question of Zk^wdak’s 

^ ISth. MAY After a discussion lasting three and half hours, flio ('otuteil a>b, .pfod 
without division to-day a resolution moved by Mr. Muhtofimnd AUd Khun. Sht^rnnhi 
that, while taking exception to tho remarks repi'atedly made i^y tiei him, Minfster 
for Eevenuo that zamindors were only rmif-eolleclorH aud Thhkatian^ fhu hmise 
opinion that zamindara and tahiqlars wer«j the owners of the land in tim 
united Provinces. 

The chief spokesman for tlio Oovornment wafJ (be Minister for Communicaf ions* 
Hafiz Mmiammad Ibrahim, who pointed out that the Htatemont. miuia by tho Eovonuo 
Minister m no way affected tho position occupied by ibo zamindars before the 
Oon^’oss assumed office on July 17, I9J7, Ho nddoil the Ifovenuo Minfi»teUH stato- 
ment was based on a histoiical fact. 

The consensus of opinion among the members and other CongrusHites was so 
strong that the Government d.wjd not chailonge a tii vision when tho resolution of 
disapproval of the Minister’s statomont was declared carried* 


Membebs’ Emoucmenus Btxx 

M'Hjstflt for JuBlioo, movaa to-day for considora- 
i“? V Logislative OliamborB Mombem Emolaments Bill. 

Sai Madnr Moi^nlal mored an amendmont that donblo sooond class faro ho 
allowed to members instead of double later. 

0* OF*!®! that this amendment could not bo moved withou 
the aanofeon of the Governor under Section 82 (3) of the Oovornment of India Aui. 
IQie Opposition did not agree with the Minister’s oontontion. 
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Mr. Mohanlal Sah lead out a letter received by a member of the Connoil from 
Mr. J. C. Donaldson, Secretary to the Oovernraent, sayinj^ that recommendaUons were 
made by H. E. the Governor on the advice of his Ministers and if a recommenda- 
tion was necessary they should apply to t)ie Minister concerned. 

The reply further added that from a preliminary reading of Section 82, it did not 
appear likely that a reconamendation was required for amendments of this nature 
since they did not affect the salaries of such persons who were chaigod under Section 
78 of tlie Act. The President reserved his ruling. 

Stamp Act Amend. Bill 

20tli. MAY :-“'The Minister has really given us a sermon on democratic joinciples 

and he has asked us to blindly ditto the decision of the lower house "We have had 

a lecture from the Minister of Jn.stice on our rights and duties and we have been 

told to be sincere Some ill-digosted constitutional doctrines have boon inflicted 

upon us and we are told that in money bills wo should not interfere.’ Such wore 
the sentiments expressed by leading members of the Opposition in the Council today 
with reference to the .speech made by Dr. Katju on the second loading of the Stamp 
Amendment Bill. 

In the course of his speech which provoked strong criticism the Minister of Justice, 
despite the declared intention of the Congroess paity to wreck the ronstitntion framed 
by the British Parliament, strongly uiged that tiio iqiper house like the House of 
Lords should not interfere in money bills and proposals about taxation emanating 
from the lower house and advocated a convention which had gi owui under the 
English constitution. Ho considered that the power of voting demands for grants 
was not given to the Council, interference with details of taxation proposids would 
only lead to confusion in the management of public affairs. 

xho Minister’s view of the role of the upper house in connection with taxation 
measures framed by the Government found no support in the llonso and it w.as held 
that it was the bounden duty of the Council to examine every taxation measure in a 
reasonable sprit and expressed its considered opinion in an unequivocal mamior, 

In the course of tlie interesting debate that followed, one member denounced 
Congress Government for being ‘extremedy unresponsive to public opinion' and staled 
that public moneys wore being wasted for party propaganda while another member 
said that the Government must necessarily be democratic before tlicy ai-;koil the 
House to follow democTafio traditions. Thorn are no less than 100 amoiirimMits tahlcMl 
to the Stamp Amendment and Court Fees Amendment Bills and it is fai ly ccHaiu 
that these raoasure.s would not have a smooth passage in the Upper OtMiso. 

The net result of the amendments tabled to the Stamp Amendment Bill, said Or. 
ffatju, would be complete rejection of the BUI. 

OoxjBT Fees Act Amend, Bill 

23 rd. MAY The Council refurnod to the Lower House tho Court Foes Act Amend- 
ment Bill, Mr, Ram Ghandia Gupta’s amendment being carried by 13 to 11 votes. 

The President gave his ruling on tho point of order raised by Dr. ICatju on May 
19. He recalled sub-section 82 (3) of the Government of India Afd quotcil by Dr. 
Kaiju during discussion in the Legislative Chambers Members Emoluments BUI when 
the Opposition sought to move an araoadment that double second class fare be allowed 
to the members instead of double inter class. Bit Sitaram, President, agrecfing with 
the Advocate-General and the Opposition, said that to uphold this contention would 
be tantamount to restricting tho scope of those rules considerably and leave a serious 
gap in cases of Bills other than non-official bills introduced in the Council for which 
no provision will have been loft. 

24 tli» MAY :-^AIl the past records were broken by tho Council to-day in tlie 
number of defeats indicted on the Government in rapid succession in oonncotion 
with consideration of the Court Fees (Act) Amendment Bill. Government benches 
looked discomfited and disconsolate when amendment after amendment was carried by 
the Opposition reducing provisions of tho biil almost to a nullity. Ho 1 os.h than six 
amendments were adopted by the House in the teeth of the opposition of the Minister 
for Justice. There wore five divisions in all in four of which Government were 
defeated* The last division resulted in a tie, the voting being 15 for and 15 against. 
The Fiesident was called upon to exercise his casting vote and acting on certain 
principles where the staim quo had been maintained he voted against the amend- 
ment moved oy Mr, Bum Ohandra Gupto for the deletion of the clause. This gave 
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the Government m unespeoted victory over the Opposition. The President’s deeiiion 
about this casting vote was received with cheers from the Confess benches. During 
one of the divisions Lady Wasir Hasan, who was the consistent supporter of the 
Government, was shut out as she arrived when the doors had been cmsed after the 
division bell rang. 

When Br. Ratju was called upon to move the tlunl reading of the Bill after all 
the amendments on the order paper were disposed of by the House, he said : *1 aai 
not completely satisfied with the result of the debate, i am making this motion so 
that the Legislative Assembly might have an opportunity of expressing its own views 
on the decision taken here’. This was an open hint that the ameadm^nts passeti by 
the Upper House would be turned down by the Lower House. 

Both yesterday and to*day the House hsul carried soven amendmeuis to the Gourt 
Fees Ml as passM by the Assembly and this was the fifth bill which woifid go back to 
the Assembly for reconsideration. Owing to the wide divergence of opinion on a 
number of bills a joint session of the two Ttoitses of L‘\gistatnre had now batstyme* 
inevitable. 

Meheeks’ Emoluhexis Bill 

25i!i. MAY But for a liitle heat engendered in today’s Council 1 >y an exchaugo 
of some unpleasant epithets between a Minister and a member of the Oppositian 
there was nothing exciting in connexion with the discussion of the amondraenta to 
the United Provinces Legislative Chambers (ilembeis’ Emoluments) Bill which wms 
finally passed into law in tlie form in which it was sent from the Lowor Hmm 
On the assurance given by the Miuister of Justice that the provision for two inter 
class fares was by no means meant to be derogatory to the raemhors of tho House, 
the amendment substituting double second class fare was witlulrawn. The other 
amendments were simileily withdrawn and there was no occasion for a division. 

In connection with the incident between a Minister and a member of tho Oppasi* 
tion, the President earnestly requested the hon. member to prrsorve tim digulrv of 
the House which was in thdir own hands and urged that they shouM disperse in 
^od humour on the last day of tho session. He added : ‘Lot m in I ho uumo of tho 
dignity of tho house desist from such attaoks either on one side or tho other. I 
shall not, therefore, allow any reference to this incident which I hope w!!l bo tdoswd 
once for fdl.’ 

After the Bill was passed into law, the FTonse adjourned mie (lu\ 
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Proceedings of the Bihar Assembly 

Badge! Session —Patna— Sth. March to Slst. March J1938 

i''’ir.xvcjui SmiiiuiAr Fur lyaS-UO 

'I'iiu <juD'{rus's Ministry’s Budget for 1938-30 was jtrosuuiod iu lau iiiuar laigteUlivo 
Assembly at Patna on tho 5th. March 1938. It sbowoil a small surplus. 

Sri KrMi.nit Siuha, tlio IVimo Ministor, read Ibe budgol spoooh of the Finance 
Minister, Mr. Anuj^mha Nwrctyttn Sitthit, who was still in liusnital for (reatraent of 
injnrias received in Decomber m a motor acoidenl. 

Tiie Finance Ministor, in the spBecIi, said : «()ur iiaxt. o.tpouditare is all intendeii 
to improve the pooplo s uonditiou mental y, morallv, phjHically and maloriallv. When 
all OOF Mhemes have boon folly at work, wo hopo wo shall havo the .satisfaution of 
seaina the people fairly advanced on the way to piospcrity." 

After dealiug with the revised estimates for 1937-38, tlio Fiuaiioo Miuistor said that 
n-om the financial point of view tho rosutis of i937-3H woio likuly to be satisfaotorv 
and the hna^ial position of the provmeo would sliglitlv improve that year, but this 
wasisolely because the expenditure was kepi down ’fo an impossihlv’low lovul in 
oF(i«y tosocui’tt a balaocGii budj^oft. 

For 1M8-39 tho Minister estimated that ffs. .iLt:, and unc.-fiuiilli lakhs was available 
fer expenditure. Tho o.vpoiiaitur(! ohargucl to roveiiuo. iiiuludiiig the reserve of oinht 
lakhs to meet new acLcincs whieh are in course of proparatiou, eomai to Es. m2 
Mbs while tho oxpoaditurp not chargeil to revenue comes to oao lakh seventy six 

• therotoro shows a surplia of 

^ ^ lor meeting capital expenditure and 

Rs. wil! to taken for tho oidmary balance. 

3ae Knanco Minister, thoreforo, elaimt^ that this year thu province again has a 
sarplus budget although he was not satisfied with this. •‘It is clearly nooossary. If 
the sohemea whicli my colleaguos and I have iu mind are to bo fiuanoeil, rotrenob- 
ment should ruthlessly ohmmato items of uuuecBSsary aud e-xtravagant exponditura 
ao4 mw Bonrom oi revomic RhouW be fully <jluvolopcU/' ^ 

The revonue side of the budget this year iucliidos fresii souf.!e.s of loveuuo. About 
three and half lakhs have been addthl to tho revenue uudor stamps as autioipated 
from the extra ineorao dunvod from the tmtiancomont ou non-judicial stamps. A 
small provisiou of thirty thoumd runues lias been iuoludod as tho estimated receipts 
from fee outertammont tax. Tho buaget also includes provision of nearly thirtMii 
Takhs as the estimates receipts from the Government of India as the province’s share 
of (inoome-fax. ‘ 

t .Ite^rding the pmaining liguros the Minister estimates a drop of about two and 
half lakhs uader land revenue. There were increased receipts of six lakhs under 
<iivi! works. He drew atteiitiou to two items, partieulariy excise and irrigation. 
tTuder exmse he has buikotted for a drop of sovootoon lakhs from tho ligura taken 
hi fee revised. Out of this, six kkUs represents the loss which he anticipates in the 
ordinary oourw of suctions, and the remainmg eleven lakhs is due to the deliberate 
P'fejT of fee OovaruHiont in enwaramag temiieranoe and enforcing prohibition. Six 
and half lakba of feis is the estimated cost of prohibition in Saran district and the 
reantoler, oanoeUahon of the settlement of some 450 shops situated In unsuitable 
and complete (dosing of shops m other areas. The last is estimated to reduce 
IM revenue by semty.ftve feousand. Under irrigation, he had allowed for a re- 
meton of two lakaR, 

Dfflding with expenditure, ho referred to the question of retrenohmont. The esti- 
mMes do not provide oonsidernWo items of retrenohmeat. “A province like Bihar. 

!*«“rev where such a large percentage of 
MEjMwhture is spent oa s^aries of offioi^s, it is diffioult to arrive forthwith at any 

for ooonomieR, however, have bwa introduced in thfs 
reduefion of travelling allowMoo is under consideration by which he 
!*' ihs provision for the Ranchi exodus 

1 ^ !’ O Bdtt^ yd olhM minor retraaohmeats have been provided. The two 

TOW4 tliG tegfel^taru war© not o©louliita4 to ylrf4 iBora 
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than foil? laklis yearly and ao bopo cyaU bo builf; tbors/a for a adbauut»al iiapruve* 
meat la the proYince’s flnaaoial position. “Ouif sheet aacbor for the timu bola^ 
h the proposed fax on agriouliuml iuoomo.” Ilia Bill ia this ooaueotion. which su 
peadiag before tho House, when onactod, fs expected to^yield forty to fifiy lakh^ 
yearly. 

The Minisiei* stressed the imporfaacc of the problem of poverty, unemploymeaJ 
iiud indebtedness of the peasantry and stated that detailed schemes have been already 
nndertaken or are under consideration for solving those. He referred to tlie legisla 
live enactments designed to afford roliof to agriouiturists ia vaiious dimotiono and tt* 
other schemes for the amelioration of the lot of the masses, the oconomic uplift of 
fbe province generally, including measures to combat floods, which have been uml ’» 
noasideration. and others providing for inigation facilities, encouraging iudustx :a!isatiuti 
improving jails, improving oduoation including experimenting with the Wardhi 
sohemo, consideration of problems relating to a common language as tlie medium ci 
instmciion, military training, medical relief, public health, labour welfare, unemploy « 
ment, corruption ia Government offices, and introduction of pi-ohibition, TUo new 
provision for a nurtrition scheme costing Re. 6,000 is to suggest an adeipiato diet at 
a minimum cost and advise the best possible diet for the money spent by tlio popu- 
lation at large. 

Other provisions for new schemes ineiudes Os. 9,450 £or sjieciai scholarsluim lo 
narijans, Rs. 10,000 for scholarships to Momius (backward Moslems), Hs. 3,420 for 
special scbolai‘ships to aboriginals, Es. 1 and one-fourth lakhs for a grant to district 
boards for rural water-supply, Rs. 44,000 for improvement in the oauipmont of hos- 
pitals and dispensaries, Bs. 20,000 » for medical relief in rural areas Ks. 28fi(J(J for thv 
prevention and cure of cholera and Rs, 50.0()i* for improvement of comimmicntion in 
Gbotauaginir, 


Choxa NAorua Tesamy Amend, Bili» 

After the presentation of tho Badg[0t,the House took up cousidoralbu of tin; Uhohi 
Nagpur Tenancy Amendment Bill, which was intended to improve the condition of the 
tenantry of tho Chota Nagpur area, and passed tho Bill, as reported by tho soleof 
committee, in less than an hour. The House then adjourned till March 

Tkb PKomemoN But 

^ 7th. MARCH The introduction of the Prohibition Bill by Mr. Juf/M O/fouvi/tMO/ 
bxoisG Minister, was the main business transacted by the Assembly to-day. Tho Kill 
was modelled on tho recent Madras enactment and empowered the Oovornraont to In- 
troduce prohibition, iu selected areas, of one or more excisable articles and extend ti 
to other areas. 

The Bill, however, provided for the following exemptions: (1) Uectitied spirit ami 
drugs required for medical, scientific and induHtrial purposes, (2) grants of persona! 
permits to those who in the opinion of tho Government may bo specially exempted 
and permitted to keep or consume liquor or drugs, (3) issue of licences to clubs and 
other institutions and to their members to possess liquor and (4) liquor required for 
Imnafide religious purposes. The Bill further provided for effective prevention, dtj- 
iention, mvestigation aud prosecution of an offence against the Act and also for oolla- 
boration of anti-drink committees and honorary workorR with officers charged with 
the duty oi the administration of the act 


UENKBAb Discussion of BonoEr 

Sill. & ath. MARCH The general disonesion of the budget was Imld on theaa 
two days. A feature of ^tho debate was the argument about the relationship betwX 
Bengalis and Bihai*is in the province. A point was rMsed on tho Sth! bv Mr 
Manmdm Nath Muklmjee who, replying to a complaint that Bengalis preponderated 
sorvioes and private oonceras, tiad charaoterisea Bilmris as incom- 
petent and unenterprising* Ho objected to Mr, Krishna Ballabh Sabay’s reference to 
Bengalis as foreigners In a spe^h in the last session. Br. Sachidamnda Sinkl 
^plying to Mr. Mukharji, said, that the references to Mr. Krishna Ballabh Sabav 

Bengalis prepoudemted in tho sorvlocm 
Government could not prevent As for Biharis 
being incompetent and unenterprising, be quoted Bir E 0. Bay's book wherein tbe 
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Alter several aaembors Lad Si<okeu, some o£ wLom uoiuted out the need for tLa 
prOTisiou of greater ediioational facilities, otLors ou etteotiog eoouomy in expenditure 
and one on protecting the pioviuoo from air ailaclcs, Srimati Saraswathi Devi stressed 
the need for women’s uplift 

Beplyiag on behalf of the (jovermnoufe U.i\ Jagatnaraih Zal, Parliamentary Seore*. 
taiy, said that the budget represented the efforts of the Ministry to implement the 
Congress programme and while working the Act, thoir ultimate aim was to wreck it 
Turning io prohibition he said that the soheme was geuerally favoured throughout 
the country and Loped that tho Government would receive their wholehearted sumnori 
in this holy causo. The Government were doing their best to improve irrigation with 
which was connected the electrification scheme, for which a preliminary survey was 
being made. The Government would try to raise a loan for implementing the 
constructive schemes bat hud to move with cautum. Provision for scholarshipa for 
military training had boon made to see how far flic people availed themselves of this 
opportunity. The (iut^stioa of air raids did not arise ho far as Bihar was concerned. 
The Government sympatliisod with the gnovaiKJey oC the backward classes and would try 
to redress thorn as far as resources allowed. Thu IJ'ouhu then adiourned until the 19t!i. 

Tub Ihioiiimrm.N' Ihut (Cc.n'X'o,) 

19lh. MARCH;— Mr. Ohoadhurg, Excise Minister, moved to-day that the 

Prohibition Bill be referred to a select committee. Bir Qanesh DuU * Singh moved 
that the Bill bo circulated for the purpOBO of oliciting opinion by Aprif 15. The 
motion was lost. 

Replying to the debate, Mr. Sri Knuhna Sinlia^ Premier, said that the Govern- 
mont would tap every source of revenue to make up tho loss resultant from Prohibi- 
tion. It was the duty of the Oovornmont to intorvene and save the people from 
things which %vero dangerous to thoir health and drained out their money. Govern- 
ment did not stand in tiie way of enjoyment of the people but wanted that they 
shoiM spend money for useful things. He pointetl out that the material condiiioii 
of the iK^plo had improved m areas in Madras where Prohibition had been introduood. 

Torixu ox BunobT 

2i»t. MARCH ;-*-The House took up the voting on domauds for grants to-day. Several 
token cuts were moved on the demand under tlie head General Administration for a 
sum of \U. 50,70.94.0, one of which evoked prolonged disousBion ou tho flood problem 
in Nortli Bihar ana the irrigatioual facilities. Tho Prime Minister, the hon. Mr. 
SrikrUhna Sinha replying, pointed out the difficulties encountered by the Govern- 
ment in this matter and said that they, howovur, were doing their utmost as far as 
practicable with their ffnauoia! resouroes. 

22fid. MARCH Discussion ooutinued to-day on the Hood problem and irriga- 
tional facilities, with a view to discussing the Government’s irrigation policy and 
allied matters, Beplying to the debate, the hon. Mr, Sri KrMm Sinha. Prime 
Minister stated that the Government were fully aware of the gravity of the situation 
uaosed by occasional floods and were doing everything possible to alleviate the 
sntoing and distress caxtsed thereby, together with improving Irrigation in the 
province. 

The proceedings were enlivened by a debate on the diBcoatinuance of the exodus 
to Banolit this year, raised by another token cut, Ohota Nagpur members voiced 
sU^ong resentment against tho decision and pointed out that the interests of that area 
were being neglected, espeofally as it was unrepresented in the Cabinet They 
stressed the importanoe of Chota Nagpur, which was diferent from tho rest of the 
province for which reason it was desirable that the Government should maintdn a 
closer contact with it. 

The motion was opposed by Oongress members. Mft Mmdamnda Jha, Faidia- 
mentary Secretary, explained that the interests of Ohota Nagpur were not neglected 
by nm-reprssentation in the Oabinet. The various ameliorative measures undertaken 
by, the Ministry for the masses applied eijually to Ohota Nagpur where, if necessary, 
mierent ieglelation would be taken up. Among the difficulties of going to Banohi, 
the auestion of ffnanoe was not the least. 

Ohota Nagpnr members were still dissatisffod witii the reply and the Premier 
,mmBA them that he would consider with his coUeagaes the possibility of meeting 
***^1®^' under Qeueral Admlmstration was passed by the 
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23ra. MARCH Several members, through eat motloas to-day, ventilated Uheir 
gnevances regarding the drainage system in specified areas, the prevalano® oftdiseasc, 
etc. !rh 0 y also came forward with proposals for improving the health of the province 
by the establishment of gymnasia throughout the prorinoe, the formation of health 
associations etc. It was stated on belief of the Government that they were nnxjotts 
to prevent epidemics but the budget provision did not permit the proposals outlinea 
by the members being earned out immediately. They had several schemes under 
consideration, which would be put into effect in due course. 

The increase of mosquitoes in parts of North Bihar and the prevalanco of plague 
in Bettia were discussed through other cuts and the Government in reply explained 
that mosquito problem was not easy to solve^ bat would require investigation and 
large sums of money. As for plague, inoculation treatment was being carried ou at 
Bettia and Government had also approached the Haffkiuo Institute, at Bombay, far 
plague serum, but the latter could not give them supplies as the work was 'still /in 
an experimental stage. 

24t!i. MARCH The need for taking effect! vo measures the GovGJ’nment for 
stopping the sale of adulterated and unwholesome foodstuffs in the towns and railway 
stations in the Province and the general public health policy were discussed throngfi 
a number of out motions to-day. 

Replying on behalf of the Government, Mr. Bimdananda Jha^ FarHamontary 
Secretary, said that with a view to preventing the adulteration of food-stufs. the 
present legislation would be amended and with the co-operation of railway authorities, 
municipal and local bodies and the public, it would ho possible to bring about an 
improvement in the quality of the foodstuffs solil. As regards the puoliu health 
policy which had been criticised as being unable to eradicate epidemics and improve 
the hoalth of the Province, it should be understood that the rablio Health Depart- 
ment was an advisory department and had no hand in the exeoutivo administration 
which was carried out by municipalities and district boards under whom the depart- 
ment placed many of their staff when required, some even permanently. The depart- 
ment was concerned more with preventive than with ourativo measures. Tho Govern- 
ment. however, had several schemes regarding the combating of various diseases, 
which would come into effect in due course. 


25tlt. MARCH For the first time in tho budget session of tho Ass^nbly to-day a 
division was called ou a out motion which was lost by 77 to 15 votes. Tho cut was mov«d 
by Sir Garnnh Dutia Singh on tho supplementary domand under llio Iiejwl AgricuN 
ture for ^quiripg the Sugarcane Research iStation at Muslieri, Imlonging to ilu* 
Imperial &uaoll of Agricultural Research Station at Muslieri, for starting a seed 
nursery. The Government in reply stated that Piisa was situatoil at a distaneo from 
Muzaffarpur and tho sugarcane crop at Pusa would bo nnablo to moot tho wood require- 
ments of the Darbhanga and Musaffarpur distilcts. Tho entire cost wonid have to he 
mot from tho grant out of the Sugarcane Bxoise Fund. 

The rest of the supplementary demands, numbering twenty. lundor various hoadi. 
was passed after discussion. * ’ 


26th. MARCH :;^Ihe Assembly devoted a day-long discussion raised by a aingie 
out motion on the demand under the head Agrioultural improvement Dr. Bm 
Mahmud, Developmeot Minister, replied that the point raised by tho speaker mi 
already been given effect to or was under consideration. The Minister annouaootl 
that the Government of India had agreed to the establishment of a broadcasting 
station at Patna very soon, which would serve for propaganda purpose also. 

28th. MARCH The Depaiiment of Agriculture was severely criticised as heiM 
administration, serving no useful pnniose in cmnmthn with cnWvattom 
through a series of out motions, inolnding some by congress members. Tho bndsfeJ* 
the head Agriculture was, however; ultimately passed after” tho mit 
motions were withdrawn* 

®“Jfee»tl0“8 were also offered for injproTJnff the agrioultural 
^ the distributioa of improTadi varieties of seeds, soientifio manuHag 
the nse of modera ixDpiementB, the iB^rovement of breed and draught batloohs am 
the e atab hghniwtt o f a oou^ge for agrioultural teaohiBg. Mr« Jagiitoan, Satrt, Pariia- 
wautey Seoretary, said that the ottooIsibs made hAd heen generally d«gtr«etlv* whji. 
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lie liad hoped tbai more constructive suggestions would be placed. The Government 
could not effect a drastic cut on the salaries of high ofiioials of ihe Department. 
activities of the Department covered most of the points raised by the members. The 
Government realised the need for establishing an Agrienitnrat Crtileg**, but were pre- 
vented from doing so immediately lor financial reasons. 

20tli. MARCH:— The Assembly passed lo-daji thiee Budget demands nniier the 
heads Veterinary, Co-operative and Industries. 

A cut motion moved to discuss the necessity oi maiatainiisg the Yeterinai’y 
College was withdrawn after the Government reply emphasising the importance of 
cattle in a primarily agrioulturAl country for 'uhtch a Veterinary College was 
essential 

Cut motions on “Co-operation ’ referred to the Ouvornment’s "apathy” to the 
co-operation movement and were withdrawn after Dr. Mahmud^ Bevelopmont Minister 
liad replied that the Government was doing eveiy thing possible to rehabilitate the 
movement. 

Out moiions on “Industries” were withdrawn after the Government had replied 
explaining the measures taken in connexion with the industrial development or the 
Province. 


SOUi. MARCH The Assembly passed the Budget demand under the head Edu- 
cation for a sum of Rs. 67,^,895 after a day long discussion raised through a cut 
motion urging the reduction of the salaries of college professors. Other subjects 
discussed weio unemployment, tho introduction of free and compulsory primary 
education and the encouragement of women’s education and Oriental studios. Tho 
Government spokesman stated that the whole Question of retrenchment was being 
examined and a committee would be appointed shortly in this connection. The hon, 
Br, Syed Mahmud^ Education Minister, winding up the debate, referred to tlio langu- 
age problem, which the Congress Government, through the assistance of Babn 
Rajendra Prasad, had solved to a great extent and ho said a ^ committee had been 
appointed to evolve a common language. As the problem of script was v^ory aimcull 
at present tho Government had decided to retain both the Hindi and Urdu scripts. 
The Government would also reorganise the system of teaching of classical imd Onentai 
subjects. The Oovernment themselves were anxious to remove illiteracy from the 
Province and would give every oonsideration to the various? pioposals ofiered hy the 
members. 


31ti. MARCH::-The guillotine -had to be applied at 5 p. m. for passing all 
the Budget demands whicn had been left over while the disoufision on the demand 
under the head Police was in progress to-day. „ , , , , a 

In a spirited reply to a heated debate on the Polio© demand, raised through a cut 
urging the necessity for exercising greater vigilance with a view to sapping corrup- 
tion in the Department among ine lower ranks, the hon. Mr. 8n Krtohna 8%%m^ 
Premier of Bihar, said that he had made ^ it clear on various 

occasions that he had Identified his honour with that of the police and any 

aberradoa on the part of tho police pained him ^greatly. After being en- 
trusted with the charge of the Depaitment for eight months, he fully undemtood the 
sacrednesH of the duties of tho police. No doubt a change in heait had to w brought 
about in police oiHcers, in which ho expected the oo-oporatlon of the pubhe. The 
Premier said that he had appealed to the entire force to that effect at tho last Foiiee 
Gonferenceifand Parade and he believed that the appeal had not been mMo in yam. 
He was sanguine that if his Government continued for a reasonable length of time, 
the necessary change jntoutlook would be accomplished. The polioo force 
consisted of human Ibeings who were eamosed to numerous temptations and had to 
cam out their duties in the face of grave danger, The^ Premier believed that he 
would;haveSthe support and co-operatioa of the superior officers in stamping out 
corruption. A Oommittee had been appointed In this oonneotion* which he boned 
would evolve ways and means of reducing corruption. An Opposihon member had 
pointed out that there had been an increase in crime since the 
S«©o, Ibis, the Premier said, was not true and the figures showed that ^e crime 
waveiireaohed its greatest hei^t in 1936 within recent years. His Government ^ 
been ^lairljr accused of negligence In allowing murders bel^ If w 

tie contrary every ease of violenoe was kvesugated and d^t with sjsording to 
Hsfiviuoa been made to poUtioate and the Gotemment ware criticised for their 
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^°°Th8*out motion was withdrawn and the rest of the demands inoMing * 

Medioal, Jails, Administration of Justice,. Land »^'^.hfir^^oiiraed ^ 

gnillotine and were passed within fifteen minutes. The House then adjournea. 

April— June Session — Patna— Isl. April to 29th- June 1938 

Behar TE?rAKrs’ Belief Bill 

1st APRIL • ^The Assembly to-day discassed tlie Bihar Bostoration of Balcasht 

Lands ‘and Reduction of Arrears of Bent Bill, introduced and moved ^ for 
a Select Committee by the hon. Mr. Sri Knshna Smha^ ^the Premier. The Bill was 
a supplementary measure to the tenancy legislation recently enacted and was desiguod 
to afford fuither relief to the tenantry by providing for the restoration of lands sold 

in execution of decrees for arrears of rents. , * i a- ^ ai rni 

Sir Oanesh Dutta Singh^ former Minister, moved for the circulation of the liui 

for eliciting public opinion. Opposition mombors j opreseating zamindan interustK, 
pointed out that the Bill would operate harshly on the petty zamindar while the 
Congress members sufiported the measure onergotically, . . , , a . 

The Prime Minister, the hon. Mr. Sri Krishna Singh introducing^ and moving 

a reference to the select Committee of the Bill said that the Bill was designed at the 

restoration of Bakasht lands to the original tenants and the reduction of^ arrears of 
lents in certain cases. Explaining the need for this monHuro the Prime Mmistor said 
that when prices were high there was an artificial increase in the income of the 
people including the agrioulturists, but whoa prices carao down every section of the 
people was hit and the agriculturists were hit the hardest and tenants were put to 
real difficulty and hardship. Consequently most tenants could not pay their rents, 
which resulted in a number of rents suits. It was therefore nncossary m such cases 
of hardship to tenants arising out of circumstances over wliich they iiad no control, 
that relief should bo given to them. If good fi'oling w’as to bo restored botw^een land- 
lords and tenants, lands which had passed out of the hands of the tenants sliould bo 
restored to the latter. Therefore, an attempt was mado in this Bill to restons sueli 
lands to the original tenants umler certain conditions. One of rho conditions for t!ie 
restoration of bakasht lands was that half the decruiul amount should ho paid to the 
landlord. But it was difficult to pay even this half in ono lump. Therefore the tenants 
had been given the right to pay in five equal instalments spr(*ad over five yearn. 
Failure to pay instalment for two oonsecutivo years would outitlo the landlord to 
apply for a restoration of the laud. With regard to the smaller landlords the Promior 
said that they stood on a different footing becaiiso they wore lantllordH only in a 
technical sense and were dependent for their livelihood on ouitivation and, therefore, 
exemption had been made in the case of such landlords whoso income was up to a 
certain level. The second principle embodied In the Bill, the Prime Minister explain- 
ed, was the sealing down of arrears of rent. During a period of low prices it became 
difficult for tenants to adjust their needs to their income and they fell into arrears of 
rents. Although no regular economic enquiry had boon mado it was admitted that 
tenants were heavily indebted owing to the fall in prices and other reasons and 
their condition was verging on insolvency* The arrears of rent wore a sort of debt 
and it was necessary, therofore, to save the tenants and roduoo their arrears by law. 
There were two classes of arrears ; one class was to bo reduced while the other was 
to be wiped off. Therefore, the tenants were given the right to apply to the 
Collector for wiping off or roduotion of arrears on certain conditions. Mr, Sri Erialma 
Sinha concluded that salutary checks were also provided in the Bill on tliis power 
given to the Collector. 

Mr, C. P. K. Sinha^ Leader of the Opposition, agreeing that the measure would 
provide relief to the tenantry, said that zamindars did not want to standi in its way. 
jEIe supported the Premier’s motion for reference to the select committee* Discussion 
had not concluded when tho House adjourned till the 4th. 

4tli. APRIL s— 'While the members representing landed property Interests criticised 
the Bill as entailing hardship on the 2lamlndars, the Oorigms members. Bcheduled 
Caste and Kiaau spokesmen urged a widening of the provisions of the Bill la order 
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to accord greater facilities to the tenantry, Mr. Baldeva Sahay^ Advocate- General, on 
behalf of the Government, explaining the legal aspect of the Bill, replied to the 
objections raised by the Opposition members. The House then adjourned, 

5th. APRIL ‘Within the ambit of the Government of India Act, the Provincial 
Legislature had power to enact legislation of the most revolutionary character. It 
could abolish the Zamindari system itself made under the Permanent Settlement, 
When there is the support of public opinion, the Governor- Gen era! would have to 
grant his sanction to such a measure if attempted to be enacted’, said Mr. Sri 
Krishna Sinha^ Prime Minister, replying to the debate to-day. 

The motion for otroiilation was negatived, while the Prime Minister’s motion was 
carried without a division. 


AOEIOULITTEAn iNCOMjE-TAS BlLL 

The Prime Minister then moved for consideration of the Bihar Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill as reported by the Select Committee. 

Sir Ganesh Butt Singh moved for recirculation of tho Bill for elicting nublio 
opinion as certain new provisions had been added to the Bill by the Select Com- 
mittee, The Premier^ replying, pointed out that the Bill had been discussed threadbare 
by the Committee which had power to add clauses. Thero was no necessity for 
eliciting publio opinion. 

The Bill was then taken np for consideration clause by^ clause. A large number 
of amendments had been tabled. A discussion arose on taxing income of religious 
institutions and charitable endowments. Tne Moslem members resented strongly 
any attempt to include such an income in tho purview of tho Act and said the 
Congress Government would do well not to interfere with religious matter. The 
House then adjourned. 

7t!ii. APRIL Discussion was continued yesterday and today over the amend- 
ment, in the course of which several morabors, mostly Moslems, expressed vehement 
opposition and the Assembly adjourned again to resume discussion ou the 11th. 

Mr. Balade'oa Sahay^ Advooate-Gonoral, replying to the debate, said that taxation 
of agricultural income of Wakfs was not repugnant to Islamic laws and the Quoran 
did not contain injunctions px’ohibitiug taxation of Wakfs. Tho Government had no 
intention to interfere with the religious right, neither was this taxation an infraction 
of tho personal laws of Moslems. If tho present clause was not wanted the 
Government wore willing to insert another clause providing exemption of Wakfs 
meant for religious aud charitable purposes and whoso income was spent on those 
objects alone. 

Mr. C. P, W. Sinha^ Leader of tho opposition, made a vigorous plea for exemp- 
tion of religious trusts from the operation of the measure uncouditionally, Hindu 
endowments were made pureljr for religious purposes ami the incomes of such 
endowments would not bo utilized for personal expenditure. As the endovfments 
could not be spent by the successors of those who endowed tho property, there was 
no need for putting any conditions. 


mh. APRIL Tho proceedings took anew turn to-day when Moslem Opposition 
against taxation of charitable endowments reached a climax. Ultimately, however, it 
proved inefective, and tho amendment moved by a Congress member for deletion of 
clause S of the Bill was passed after being pressed to a division. The clause wanted 
exemption of Moslem waifs from taxation. 

The Moslem members of the opposition in a joint statement unaniously declared 
'"^heir emphatic protest against taxation of charitablo endowments, publio or private, 
held that since the Government had disregarded their sentiments which were 
tjggg^on religious grounds, they would oppose the Bill throughout clause by clause. 

p^fg^ring to the telephonic conversation hold between tho Premier and Maulaua 
Abul Azad, of the Congress Parlismantary Board, regarding taxation of 

^fharitable property after which tho Premier had accepted the view that 
trusts a public nature should bo exempted, Mr. U. P. JV. Sinha, Leader of the 
, f said that he did not agree with tho view of the Government and 
that charitable endowments of all kinds should be exempted from 

Premier explained that the State was the supreme body which held the 
poasibility for safeguarding rights aud property. Certain economic adjust- 
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ments had to be made. The Government did not intend to wound ^ the religious 
susceptibilities of the Moslems. The latter should have no hesitation m allowing 
endowments of a private kind being taxed. While the amendment nnder discussion 
wanted deletion of the clause providing exemption from taxation of charitable trusts, 
the position had now changed and a frosh amendment would be brought in em- 
bodying the proposal which he put forward. 

The amendment was carried by 75 votes to S3. Two other ^amendments from the 
opposition members, ono for altering the rate of taxation on high income and another 
for reducing all rates and exempting income below Es. 10,000 from taxation, were 
lost when pressed to a division. The House then adjourned. 

National Militia for Beiiar 

12th. APRIL The Assembly devoted almost the entire day to discussion of 
an unofficial resolution recommending to tho Government to take necessary steps 
to organise a National Militia for Bihar on the lines of the Indian Territorial Force 
and maintain a trained volunteer corps as reserve force ready for mobilisation 
in times of omergeuoy, tho Militia consisting of five hundred cadets from 
each district. The resolution suggested that training, uniform equipment and 
allowanoos shall bo provided by the Provincial Government and a committee bo 
appointed to frame rules to work out details in this connection. 

The resolution, which received general support, was passed in a slightly amended 
form, naraoly, deleting the later half of the resolution after the word emorgoncy 
and adding that provision be made for military training in schools and colleges and 
the establishment of a separate military training school. During tho discussion the 
British Government wore severely criticised by various members “for supplying tho 
military spirit of Indians”, which was recognised in anoionl days all over the world, 
and reducing them to a state of dependence on foreign powor for the dofonoo of 
the country. The necessity for reviving tho martial spirit, inculcating self-roliauco 
through military training in order to defend the country in view of tho war menaoo, 
was stressed by other members. 

Employmeot of Beharis in Industries 

14tli. APRIL “Tho next two years would witness an enormous industrial develop- 
ment in this province and minoral and other resources would bo exploited for ulilisa- 
tiou on a soale never undoriakon before. It was up to Biharis to show onlcrp^’l^‘^ 
make serious efforts to tako full advantage of tho growth of industries and make up 
their inadequate representation of employment therein”, said Dr. Syad Muhm%a^ 
Development Minister, replying to the deoato raised by an unofficial resolution by a 
Congress member urging tho Governraoni to tako steps to socuro <»mpIoymont of at b^ast 
eighty percent of Biharis in all classes of employment in industrial conoorns aided 
by tlie Government. 

Dr. Mahmud said while the Government sympathised whole-heartedly with the 
spirit of the resolution, the Government could not compel by law tho industries to 
increase employment of Biharis. Biharis themselves wore greatly responsible al they 
were insufficiently represented in industries, since they had not been enterprising 
enough while capitalists from outside tho province came forward to meet the situation. 
Certain industries like coal wore mostly owned by foreign concerns in posseSBiou of 
long-term leases while others like sugar wore protected industries and could not^be 
compelled to increase tho number of Biharis employed by them. In •a concern like 
the Tatas’ some amount of pressure could be applied so far as unskilled labour was 
concerned, but they complained that sufficient number of skilled workers were not 
available among Biharis. 

A scheme was being prepared whereby training in civil engineering would be re- 
organised in order to turn out larger number of engineers in technical subjects, for 
which a separate college would be opened. He assured that the Government would 
do everything possible to meet the demand of the members* 

The resolution which was vigorously supported by the Congress members^ was 
withdrawn after the Ministei’s reply* 

Farm Labour in Bihar y 

The next resolution, also moved by Congress members, recommended the appoint- 
ment of a committee of members of the House and other experts to investigate condi- 
tion of agricullnral labour in the province and make recommendation within six 
months. Discussion had not concluded when the House adjourned till the Mh April 
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I0tk APRIL The resol atioa evoked prolonged disoussion to-day 'and was widely 
supported by Congress members, who pointed out the hardships under which agricultu- 
ral labourers suffered and urged the necessity for ameliorating their economic condition. 
Mr. Jagat Narain Lal^ Parliamentary Becretary, replying to the debate, said that the 
several legislative measures undertaken by the Government would prove beneficial to 
agricultural labourers also and hence the appointment of a Committee at present was 
not feasible. After further enquiry into the condition of the agricultural laboureis, 
ways and means would be devised to improve their lot. Mr. Oorakh Prasad^ mover of 
the resolution, being satisfied with the^Goverament reply, wanted to withdraw the reso- 
lution but withdrawal was opposed by Sir Ganesh Butt Sivgh, who challenged the 
motion to a division whereupon the resolutiou was lost by 78 to 23 votes. 

Agricultcral Income-Tax Bill (Contd.) 

20th. APRIL The Assembly to-day resumed consideration of the Bihar Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill. Opposition to the Bill was strengthened by Moslem members, 
issuing a joint statement a few days ago, that they would oppose the Bill at every 
stage, owing to Moslem private charitable endowments being included within the 
purview of the Bill. 

To-day there was a rift in the opposition when Mr. C, P. AT. Sinha, Leader of 
the Opposition moved an amendment to the clause relating to rates of Taxation pro- 
posed in the Bill, Mr. M. Yunus^ Leader of the Moslem Independent Party, opposed 
the amendment stating that ho believed it was the result of compromiso between 
Zamindars and the Ministry, The amendment lightened the load on the big land- 
lords at the cost of smaller ones, The Premier said that the question of compromise 
did not arise. Eventually the discussion on the clause had to be postponed. The 
Moslem members led by Mr. Yunus continued obstruotiouist tactics in pursuance of 
their declaration to oppose the Bill and ohallongod divisions on tho next two clauses, 
which were passed by 80 to 25 and 72 to 30 votes, 

21 at APRIL:— Only one clause relating to the determination and computation 
of agriculture income was passed to-dajr. Moslem members of the Opposition did 
not move the amendments standing against their names in pursuance of the policy 
of opposing the Bill on principle and when the entire clause was put to vote a 
division was challenged by them. Tho clause, however, was passed by a largo 
majonty. 

w hen the next clausa was taken up an amendment was moved by a Government 
member providing the addition of a new clause thereto excluding the income of cha- 
ritable and religious trusts of a public character from tho jurisdiction of the Bill. 
Mr, Funua moved an amendment for the exclusion of income of all Muslim trusts 
from the purview of the Act. 

A prolonged discussion was again raised on the principlo of taxing Moslem chari- 
table endowments. It may be recalled that when Moslems protested against taxation 
of Muslim Wakfs, the Premier had given an assurance that those of a public nature 
would be exoludod from taxation but not those of a private character, 

Mr. Ymu$ pointed out that according to Islamic law, no distinction could bo 
made between public and private oharitaole endowments and quoted authorities iu 
support of his argument. He appealed to the Government not to disregard Moslem 
religious sentiments. The discussion had not concluded when the House adjourned till 
the 25tb. 

25tli APRIL —Mr Jagatnarayan Lah Parliamentary Secretary moved for the 
addition of a new clause on 2lst April providing for the exemption of only public 
charitable trusts from the operation of the Act, The entire day to-day was taken up 
by Muslim members, the vehemence of whose opposition to the principle of » taxation 
of any kind of Muslim charitable trusts continued undiminished. 

Member after member from different groups joined hands in opposing the proposal 
to tax private charitable trusts such as Wakf Alalaulad and pointed out that the 
measure would be an interferenoe with Muslim religious matters and the religious 
jiusoeptibilities of Muslims would be deeply wounded thereby. Texts from Horan and 
emer religious works and authorities were quoted extensively by members in support 
Of 'i&eir arguments, 

the only women member ‘in the Opposition benches, said that she 
Yolpp'ihe f^eUnaa of all iSualim women, who resented the proposed measure to tax 
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public and private trusts since under Muslim Law both had a definite religious charac- 
ter and could not be taxed. Discussion had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

The Prohibition Bill (Contd.) 

26 th, APRIL The Assembly to-day passed the Bihar Prohibition Bill, modelled 
on the corresponding legislation enacted by the Madras Legislature giving Government 
the authority to introduce Prohibition in selected areas in respect of one or more 
excisable articles, with power to extend it to other areas all over the Province and 
providing certain exemptions for the use of intoxicants for specific purposes. 

Clause after clause was passed in rapid succession, a few minor amendments 
being rejected. An amendment was moved by a Chota Nagpur member representing 
the aborigines, seehing provision for the brewing of paohwari (local indigenous drink) 
by the backward tribes, Chota Nagpur being exempted from all the provisions of 
the Act, He was strongly supported by a few other members from Chota-Nagpur 
who pointed out that iho use of indigenous intoxicants was intimately associated with 
the religious observances of the backward tribes. If the Govornmont did not exempt 
the use of paohwari by the backward tribes, the latter would take the law into their 
own hands, resulting in an increase of crime. The uso of intoxicants by backward 
tribes was no luxury but a necessity. 

The amendment was pressed to a division and was lost by 89 to 9 votes. 

The hon. Mr Jaglal Choudhury, Minister for Excise, then moved the third reading 
of the Bill which was finally passed without any opposition. Tho entire Bill went 
through the legislative anvil in loss than three hours. The House thou adjourned. 

The Moneylenders’ Bill (Contd.) 

28 th. APRIL Tho Assembly continued oonsidoration of the I^Bihar Moneylenders’ 
Bill, several more clauses of which were passed ^to-day, after which the House 
adjourned till the 29ih. April. 

Eleotrioity in Bihar (Grid Scheme) 

29 th. APRIL “The Government’s intention in launching a scheme for tho 
electrification of the rural areas through tho grid system was to raise tho ©oonomio 
level of the country, which could be achieved by improving agrioultui’e by bettor 
irrigation”, said Mr, Jimui Bahan Sen, Parliamentary Secretary, during the dis- 
cussion of the cut motion moved by Sir Oaneah Dutta Singk^ on a supplementary 
budget demand for a grant of Rs. 4:,20() to defray tho charges in respect of civil 
works, moved by the Premier, Mr. 8rt Krishna Sinha^ in the Assembly to-day. Mr. 
Jimut Bahan Sen stated that the demand was made for tho employment of neces- 
sary staff to carry on preliminary investigation. 

The Premier^ explaining tho objects of the schorao, said that North and South 
Bihar presented different irrigational problems. South Bihar rivers dried up after the 
rains and if tube wells could be sunk in river beds, it was oonsiderod possible to keep 
up a good supply of water for irrigation purposes. Power would be obtained by 
eleotrioity generated from coal, of '.which South Bihar had good deposits. It was 
believed the cost would be cheap. Tho same power could be utilised for industrial 
purpose# 

Dehba Dun Colleoe 

The Premier moved tho next demand for Bs# 10,424 under the head Eorest, He 
announced that in view of tho demand for nationalisation of services, it had been 
decided to discontinue recruitment to tho Imperial Forest Service and to have only a 
Provincial Forest Service. Tho College for imparting training in forestry would bo 
re-establishod at Dehra Dun following tho deliberations at the Forest Conference at 
Delhi sometime past and candidates would be recruited from the provinces. 

Sir Gamsh Dutta Singh moved a out to discuss the qualinoations of the candi- 
dates and their appointment, while Chota Nagpur mo mbers represented the claim of 
that area for faouilios in training in Forestry, 

The Premier^ replying, said that the claims of Chota Nagpur would not be 'ignored. 
In making appointments to the services ©fioienoy should not be sacrificed. Already 
there were the numerous claims of a large number of castes aud communities. As 
far as the people outside the province were oonoerned, no distinction would be 
made between Biharis aud others if the latter adopted Bihar as their home perme* 
nently* The mt was withdrawn and the demand passed* 
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•The Moneylenders’ Bill (OoNrn.) 

The' House then took up discussion of tho Bihar Moneylenders’ Bill danse by olauso 
untill the entire Bill was passed. Tho House then adjourned till the 2nd. May, 

Aorioijltitral Income-tax Bill (Contd.) 

2nd. MAY The Assembly to-day lesumcd consideration of the Bihar Agrioul- 
tural Income-taY Bill, which had been postponed for the past few days due to 
Moslem opposition to Moslem charilablo ^ trusts of a ’private nature, known as Wakf 
Alalaulad, being included within ilie purviow of tho Bill Maulana Abut Kalam Azad 
specially carao to Patna in order to effect a compromise between tho Government and 
the Moslem legislators. 

A compromise was bronchi about after two days’ ■discussions belween Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad and Moslem legislators, which laid down that bontdiciaries of 
Wakf Alalaulad would not bo oNomplod from taxation under tho Bill aud the tax 
would bo realised from trustees of sucth Wakfs, 

Contrary to oxpeotalion, prolonged discussion again ensued on tho suhjt'ot when Mr. 
Jagat Naram Lal^ on l»ehaif of the Government, moved an amendment making the 
necessary alterations in the oIatis<j concerned, in view of the compromise. Mr, 
Fwwwa, Leader of tho Moslem Independent Party, ohjootod to a portion of Mr. Jagat 
Narain’s amendment, stating lliat it was contrary to tho spirit of the compromise. 
Prof. Abdul Bari (Congioss), Dt»pnty Bpnnker, argued that tho Moslems wore adopting 
an antiquated attitude towards the matter. Other Islamic aountrit»s lind allowed 
taxation of Wakfs. Mr. Yutius moved an araondment to Mr. Jagat Naraiu’s amond- 
mont, which tho latter withdrew, substituting a fresh ono. 

Mr, Baldm Sahay^ Advocato-Gencwal, on behalf of tlie Government, again ex- 
t>lainod tho Oovornment view-point on the principle of taxation of Moslem trusts, 
iflo said the Oovornment could not concede to Moslems more than they had already 
dono, Tlie Oovornmmit had power to levy taxes of any kind on properly, religious 
or othorwiso. Quoting Muhammadan law books, ho saitl Wakfs wore taxable. Tho 
Govornment’s attitude was bused on reason and oonsoienco. Ho referred to tho 
Karachi resolution on Fundamental Bights and said that it contained no guarantee 
that evorything passing under tho name of law as enunciated in early Islamic history 
should be left untonohod. 

Mr. Yunun objected to tho Advooato-Gonorars arguments, saying that they wore 
decidedly contrary to tho compromise offHOtod by Maulana Abut Kalam Azad, in 
which the princinlo of taxation of Wakfs had been settled. Tho Advocato-Goaorara 
arguments wore based on Anglo-Islamio laws and not Islamic laws. 

Finally tho following nmendmont, moved by Mr. Yunm>, was passed: “All agri- 
cultural inoomo of Moslem trusts referred in Section S of the Mussalman Wakfs 
Validating Act of 1013 oroatod before the oommencomont of this Act shall be oxoluded 
from the operation of the Act, provided tho share of a bonefioiary under tho afore- 
said Act, commonly known as AVakf Alalaulad, shall not bo exempted and tax may 
bo realised from Motawalli (trustee) and the basis of taxation shall be tho share of 
each bonodciary, beneficiary meaning family, children and descendants of settler.’* 

The olauso was passed, Tho House thon adjourned. 

3td, MAY -The Opposition gained strength by reason of tho Muslims -not agreeing 
to the taxation of Muslim charitablo trusts of a private nature, which though not in- 
cluded in tho Bill originally, was added subsequently to the provisions ana was tho 
subject of heated discussion lor about ten days, the clause being passed only yesterday. 

To-day tho most contentious clause was oonfained in the schedule of taxation of 
income. Tho sohodulo as returned by the Select Oommittoe provided taxation of 
agricultural income oxoeecling Uve thousand rupees at nine pies per rupee, propor- 
tionately increasing it to four annas in the rupee on incomes of fifteen lakhs and 
upwards. Consideration of ItMs clause was postponed, for the last few days, the 
Oppesifion members representing that the Zamindari interests were opposed to the rates. 

' J^nally an amendment substituting another schedule was brought forward to-day 
by |he Leader of the Opposition, Mr, (X F, N. Binha^ providing rates of taxation 
,oa mmtm exceeding five thousand at six pies in the rupee, increasing the rate to a 
^ ihirty |des on incomes above fifteen lakhs. The schedule was accepted 
, by Ifee Qoterument and the clause and tbe enire Bill were, casaed. 
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Non-Oj?fioui, Bills Introduced 


4th. MAY The evils of the dowry system were emphasized by several speakers 
when a noa-ofSoial Bill, to eradicate the practice, was moved to-day. 

Four uoa-offioial measures were iutroduced— -the Bihar Hindu Religious Endow- 
ment Bill, moved by Mr. Biresk Dutt% Binha, the Bihar Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 
moved by Syed Rafiuddin Ahmed RizvU the Bihar Dowry Restraint Bill, sponsored 
Mr. Sukhlal Sinha (Congress) and the Bihar Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, brought by 
Mr. Mohammed Abdul Majeed. 

The religious Endowment Bill aimed at ensuring the better management of Hindu 
religious endowments ; while the Stamp Amendment Bill, (which, perhaps, is the 
shortest Bill introduced in the House and which was passed in a few minutes), sought 
to exempt from the provisions of the Indian Stamp Act the instrument of divorce 
whereby a Moslem effects the dissolution of his marriage, on the ground that it con- 
flicted with the personal laws of the Mohammedans. The Bihar Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill intended to give relief to tenants and to put a stop to illegal customs, usages 
and rights of landlords, and to give to cultivators all just, rational and humanitarian 
benefits and advantages which can be derived from the laud. 

A prolonged discussion ensued on the Bihar Dowry Restraint Bill when it was 
taken up for oonsideration. Mr. Prabhunath Singh (Congress), moved that the Bill 
be circulated for eliciting public opinion. Mr. 0. P. iV. Sinka^ leador of tho Opposition 
said that this would amount to dilatory tactics. 

The House eventually agrod to the circulation of tho Bill for public opinion. 


Federation Opposed 


6th. MAY : — The Assembly to-day passed, without a dissentient voioo, a resolution 
opposing tho present federal scheme for India couched in terms of similar resolutions 
passed in other Congress Provinces. 

Moving the resolution the Premier, Mr. Sriknshna Sinha, said that tho scheme 
had not been accepted by any political party in India. The Dominions had much 
greater powers than had been accorded under the proposed Federation. Parliament 
could not legislate on matters relating to any Dominion without the consent of tho 
Dominion concerned, but in India the federal Legislature would not havo powers 
even to amend the constitution or frame laws on matters vitally affecting the people. 
The supreme authority ivas still vested in Parliament while tho Governor-(foneral 
had been given unheard of powers of intorforenoo with tho decisions of tho provin- 
cial Governments. He had oxecutivo powers to prevent discrimination against 
Britain. The Federal Legislature would not be able to affect the existing polioy 
regarding the army, ourronoy and trade relations with foreign countries. The 
Ottawa pact showed that Indian interests oould be ignored where imperial interests 
were oonoerned. 

It was absolutely essential that the Federal Legislature should be composed of 
members returned by direct election. Under the scheme it would bo impossiblo to 
have a stable Government since tho majority party would have to dopend upon the 
Governor-General for support in every action. 

The introduction of Federation in India would differ in circumstances from such 
changes brought about in other countries. Indian policy was being developed on 
feudatory lines. Both autocratic and democratic units wore being sought to be 
brought together under the scheme. While tho autocratic units had been given 
a certain amount of option in joining the Federation tho so-called democratic units 
namely, British India provinces, wore being compelled to do so, the idea behind this 
was that the autocratic units would exercise mfluenoo over the others and provo an 
obstacle to the advancement of India on national lines. 


After a Congress member had spoken in support of the resolution, Mr. Mohammad 
Shafi to clarify eortain ambiguities in the text of the resolution. Ho said 
that the resolution stated that national leaders should be consulted before the 
constitution of any form of federal Government. Tho term national leaders could 
be variously interpreted. He Suggested that representatives of tho different commu- 
nities and interests should be ooniulted on the matter. 


Mr. <7. P. A7. Deader of the Opposition, pointed out that the federal 
scheme was a sincere attempt to bring about unity and a united India. He, howovor, 
agreed that the schema was incapable of meeting the ambition of Indians, who should 
unite in opposing it. 
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Mr. MohiuMin Ahmed said that he was disappointed at the spirit underlying the 
resolution. It lacked stiength and decisiveness. The Congress was not the only 
organisation which was opposed to the Federation. 

Abolition of Titles 

The Premier next moved a resolution urging discontinuance of the conferment of 
titles, after which the House adjourned till May 9. 

9th. MAY The House passed two official resolutions to-day, one regarding the 
disoontinuanoe of the conferment of titles and the other for regulating matters 
enumerated in the provincial legislative list by an act of the Federal Legislature 
namely statistics of employment. 

Behar Tenancy Amend, Bill 

10th. MAY; — Mr, Sri Krishna Sinha moved to-day that the Behar Tenancy 
Amendment Bill be referred to a Select Committee. The Bill provided amongst other 
things for the repeal of sections of tho Behar Tenancy Act dealing with the right 
of the landlords to take out certificates for recovery of arrears of rent, abolition of 
transfer fee and definition of rights of ryots in trees, plantations and ponds in their hol- 
dings. Dealing with the salient features of the Bill, the Premier said it sought to confer 
absolute recognition by the landlord on any transfer. All that the tenant had to do 
after transferring the land was to pay the registration foe of two rupees to the 
landlord to make the necessary changes in tho records and a distribution fee at the 
rate of four per cent in order to get the landlord’s recognition and distribution of 
rent consequent on the transfer. The Collector had been empowered to order a fair 
distribution of rent and valuation of land as mentioned in the deed, in case the 
landlord objected. Inspite of any record of rights, the Bill conferred absolute rights 
on the tenants regarding trees, plantations and ponds in the holdings. Proceeding, 
the Premier said, it had now come to be recognised that the actual tiller of the soil 
must bo protected and safeguarded and he was sorry that nothing more could bo 
done in the Bill for under-tenants than conferring occupancy right on them in case 
of cultivation for twelve years. Befering to some other provisions in the Bill, he 
said last but not least, the Bill sought to abolish the grant of powers to abolish the 
certificate procedure. He added the Government had already stofiped the granting of 
certificates to landlords and the Bill merely legalised the Government’s executive action. 

The Bill was criticised both by Congress (Kisan) members and the Opposition. It 
was pointed out that the Bill had not provided sufficient facilities to tenants. Mr. 
C. P, N, Sinha^ Leader of the Opposition, said that Zamindars could state equally 
strongly that their privileges were being encroached upon. Tne Bill only implemented 
tho provisions of the Congress-Zamindar agreement. ^ ^ a,. 

The Premier, meeting the objections raised against the Bill, stated that the 
Government did not intend to sacrifice the interests of ono community for another. 
The Bill eventually was referred to a Select Committee and tho House adjourned 
till the ^th. May, 

The Prohibition Bill (Contd.) 

30th. MAY The visitors’ galleries were crowded to-day with Anglo-Indians and 
Indian Christians, including a large number of ladies when the Prohibition Bm was 
taken up to-day. It may be recalled that the Christian community had been agitating 
for statutory exemption from the operation of the provisions of the Bill the use of 
sacramental wine in the Church. The Bill originally provided for exemption of use of 
wine for religious purposes by a notification, while by an amendment m the upper 
House, iu which the Government sufilered a defeat, exemption was provided for brewing 
and stocking wine used for Mass and Holy Communion in Christian Churches. 

Members’ Emolumbnes Bill 

The Premier, Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha next introduced the Bihar Legislature (Members’ 
Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1938, providing a salary of Bs* 75 monthly to the 
members with a daily allowance of Bs. 2-8 during the session and one and half .inter- 
mediate railway fare as travelling allowance. The Premier said the principle of 
giving emoluments to a legislator was recognised in other countries Ox the world. 
Tliis Bill had been brought forward with a view to rolievmg the members of financial 
worries in order that they might perform their duties whole-heartedly.^ The Premier 
added that the Government would not gain much by the measure nnanciaily. 

Ihd BUI, after further discussion, was referred to a Select Committee, 



-31 MAT. ’38 ] 


TEE PROHIBITION BILL 21? 

Behar Cess iMEND. Bill 

The P fender next introrluced the Behar Gess Amendment Bill aiming at the 
reduction of rate of interest on arrears of cess payable direct to the Government by 
proprietors or by tenure-hohlors to proprietors in view of the reduction effected in 
the interest payable by tenants to landlords in accordance with the recent Bihar 
Tenancy Act. 

The Prohibition Bill (Contd.) 

Amendments made by the Upper House to the Bill were next taken up for consi- 
deration and several of them were passed. 

Prolonged disonsslon ensued on an amendment to the clause relating to exemption 
of liquor requiied for religious purposes. The amendment provided exemption to 
Christian churches from the provisions of the Act regarding the use of wine for 
Mass and Holy Communion. Members representing the Indian Christians made a 
vigorous plea for the acooptanco of the amendment by the House, asserting that the 
Christian community resented strongly any intoiferenoa with religious rights and 
privileges in regard to the use of wine in the church. 

Thieo Muslim mernhors supported the amondmont urging the Government to 
show tolerance to the religious siiscoptibihtitjs of other communities. Congress 
membejs opposed the amtuidmont saying that the Bill already provided exemption 
to use of liquor for religious purposes by a notilication in specific oases and the 
Government rosorvod to itself the right to enqiiue whether intoxicanis were actually 
requin^d for religious purposes or not. Discussion had not concluded when the House 
adjourned. 

3l6t MAY An amendment to the clause on the Bill relating to exemption 
from the operation of the Act of churches in regard to the use of wine for reli- 
gious purposes was discussed and passed in a slightly altered form to-day. The Prime 
MnisUr^ replying to the debate, said tho Government conceded the wishes of 
Christians since the Congress was pledged to tolerance and non-interference in 
religious rights of the different communities and so the charge might not be 
Jevollod against tho Oovornment that they negluctod the minority interests in any 
way, Tho House then adjourned* 

Tirn Mo.^ibtlenders’ Bill (Co.vtu.) 

l«t JUNE The Assembly to-day oonsiderod amendments to the various clauses in 
tho Bihar Monoylondors’ Bill made by the Upper House, all of which were accepted. 

lIiiMnERs’ Emoluments Bill (Contd.) 

The Assembly next considered and passed tho Bihar Legislature Members’ Salaries 
and Allowances Bill as returned by the Beloct CommittBe, The Committee made 
certain changes in the Bill the chief of which was the addition of a proviso on the 
lines made in the U. 1’. Legislature to prevent the continued absence of members 
from the session. The rate of daily allowances has also been raised from Rs. 2 and 
half to 3 while a travelling allowance of four third class railway fares has been 
p^rovided instead of tho one and a half intermidiate faros, originally provided. 
The Committee also made it clear that the Deputy Speaker and the Deputy President 
would he entitled to a daily allowance, but not the Speaker and the President, 

Replying to an Opposition member why four third class fares hud been allowed, 
the Prime Minister, the Hon. Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha stated tho idea was that those 
whe choose to travel in third class could carry two servants with them while one 
fare could meet ihoir coolio and other ohargea. Four third class fares amounted to a 
little more than one second class fare. Hence those who were accustomed to travel 
in second class could also do so* The Bill was passed and the Assembly adjourned. 

Ileotrio Grid Scheme 

JUNE:— The Assembly to-day passed theofScial resolution recommending to 
the Government to appoint a Btandiug Committee of both IIouseB of the Legislature, 
in the proportion of eight and four members of the Assembly and the Oonncil res- 
pectively, in order to advise the Government from time to time on matters oonneoted 
with the electric grid scheme and further to appoint such members of the Govern- 
ment as may be necessary to be ex-ofhoio members of the Oommilfee. 

Moving the resolution, the Government spokesman pointed out that the proposed 
scheme was oonneoted with various problems on whioa tho Government had felt 
00 . , „ 
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necessary to be ^nidod by public opinion tliroug’li tlio representatives in the 
Legislature. The House then adjourned till the 2dth. Juno. 

Bbhar Teitants’ Relief Bill 

24th. JUNE Tho Prime Minister, tho lion Mr. Sri Krfy a Sinha^ thereafter 
moved for consideration of the Bihar Restoration of Bakaslr ’ iUiis Bill, as reported 
by tho Select Oomraitleo, The Bill aimed at the restoration t(‘ tenants of tlio lands 
sold in execution of decrees for arrears of rent and provided that the existing arrears 
of rent should be partially liquidated and arrangomenis made for the easy realisation 
of reduced arrears. 

Mr, C, P. N. Sinhch Loader of tho Opposition^ criticising tho Bill, said that 
zamindars had made considernblo saonlices in onlcr to assist the Ministry in enacting 
measures designed to Jitfoid relief to tenants. But zamindars’ inlorosts had been neg- 
lected altogether, and tho zamimhirs had Lnind it increasingly dilficiili to lealise rent. 
Tho assuranco Indd out to znrnindars for the spofidy nuilisation of rent and the provi- 
sions of tho Congross-zamindar agrenmont in this connection had not been imple- 
mented since the provision in the Bill for tho spoody realisation of rent was wholly 
inadequate. If the Govenimimt w^ould not adopt measures for the speedy realisation of 
rent, members representing zumindari interests \vould not participate in the progress 
of the Bill. 

After some more Op[)ositiun momhors had criticised the Bill as ignoring tho interest 
of zamindiirs, a Congress mornbor pointed ont that tho Bill was not in violation of 
tho Oongress-zamindar agreement, hut rather an outcomo of it, and there should not, 
therefore, bo any objection to it on principle. 

2Sih. JUNE The kisau spokesman K^futod to-day the opposition criticism made 
yesterday that tho Bill ignored the zumindais’ interest. On the other luind, they said, 
jkisans bad gained little by the measure, Mr. Buldovn *VaAo?//Advocate-Clerieral, said that 
the proposals made by tno zaiiiindari rofirescntatives to Congress regarding the simpli- 
jScation of rules rolating to tho conduct by rent suits and spiuidy loalisation of rents 
had been carefully examined by the f^overnment and such of 1b(‘m as could bo accep- 
ted with enuity and justice both to zamimlars and kisans bad boon embodied in the 
Bill The Prime Minister, the hon Mr. Sri Krishna SinJia^ said that it was not tho 
policy of the Governmont to oansu tho least harm to zaraindars who played an impor- 
tant role in the econoraio system of tlie country. The Government, thi^refore, noodud 
their co-oporatiou as much as that of kisanH. Tlie Government had adopted measures 
in accordance with tho Congross-zamimlar agroomont to ensure speedy realisation of 
rents, The discussion had not concluded when tho IIouso adjourned. 

27th. JUNE Farther consideration of tho Bihar Bakasbat Lands Restoration and 
Reduction of Arrears of Rent Bill, was postponed till Juno owing, it was uiidorsiood, 
to difforonoos of opinion among members of the CongroKS Party in tho Assembly over 
some of its olausos. 

ArnnouLiunAL Income Tax Bill 

Thereafter, consideration of tho Bihar Agricultural Incomo-iax Bill, as returned by 
tho Upper Chamber, was proceeded with, 

29lh, JUNE":— Owing to an efcircly unexpected development, the Assembly 
adjourned $im die soon after mooting this moniing. 

After question-lime, the Louder of tho Opposition made a submission that ho had 
roceivod a telegram from Maulana Abut Kalam Azad seeking information regarding 
the reported breakdown of the Oongress-SIemindar agreement m Bihar. 

Mr. O'. P. iV. BinJia said that in view of tho devolopmont he would request the 
Leader of the House to consider whether they should proceed with the Bills at prosont 
before tho House or place the matter before Maulana Azad and Babu Bajendra Ih’asad 
at whose instance the Congress-Zemindar agreement was evolved. 

The Prime Minister, agreeing, requesfeod the Bpeakur to adjourn the House sine 
die. Accordingly, the discussion of the Bihar Tenancy and the Bakhast lands and 
Reduction of arrears of rent Bill was adjourned. 



Proceedings of the Behar Council 

Budget Session — Patna — 21sl. March to 2nd. June 1938 

The Budget for 10l>8-39 'was presented in the Bihar Legislative Council, which com- 
menced its session at Patna on tiie 21st March 1938. A. reference was made bj the 
President to the recent Constitutional crisis. Q'he chair expressed gratihcation at its 
happy termination. 

General Discxtssion op* Budget 

25th. MARCH The General discussion of Imdgei commenced to-day. Mr. 
Bansilal initiating the debate thanked tlio Finance Minister for ]) resenting a 
well-balanced budget. IIo felt plcasuro to sec that provisions for various reliefs 
wore made in the biidgiit He appealed to the Government to make arrangements 
for educating PardanahUin ladies, OonoludiDg ho suggested the ministry to do more 
for development of industries. 

Rai Bahadur Satish Qhandm Siaha c.riticised the Government for showing 
indiHeronoe to Bengali interests and said that the step-motherly treatment towards 
the Bengalis did not behove the Congress Ministry. He highly condemnod 
the Government for their bahavionr in injuring the interests of Bengal in 

Bihar. Turning to the budget he said, there was no provision in it for granting 
relief to the iieoplo of DkLiubhum District. Ho pleaded for more money for 
improving sanitaiy condition of rural areas. 

Mr. I^Tnqui Imam found the budget speeoh of the Finance Minister quite 

different from that of the past Govornmont. This departure from the old 

practice was good and interesting. The Bhnanco Minister had done well to 

relate in his speech what steps he was going to take for the amelioration of 

the conditions of the masses. Ho thanked the Minister for this. He suggested 
the Government to find out ways and meiins to exploit the mineral resources 
of Chhotanagpur. He urged the Government to boar in mind the importance 
of Chhotanagpur so far as this question was concerned. Ho further suggested 

that Chhotanagpur was badly In need of irrigation. He admitted that 
provision of irrigation facilities would cost much to tlie Government and they 
could not meet expanses at present but at the same time he suggested the 

ministry to make a beginning in the matter. Ho next pleaded for taking 
measures for prevention ol Hood which caused much havoc to life and property. 

28tfe. MARCH M r, Mobarah Ali wanted permission of tho House to-day to 
move an adjournmnnt motion to discuss the situation arising out of tho brutal 
murder of a Zemindar in Gaya District The Frimo Minuter objooting said 

that tho matter was not of public importance and it was not desirable that 
cases of murder should be diHCusBod in the House. Mr. Bald‘*'o Sahay^ 
Advooato-Oenoral pointed out that the mutter was 'sub judioe* and should not 
be discussed in the intorost of persons oonoeraed in the case. Khan 

Bahadur S, M. [amail said that the matter was of urgent public importanee. 
Series of oriraes wore being porpetmtod in which Zemindars were the 

worst sufferers. Government ought to take steps ho that such ooourrences 
might not take place in future. The objections raised on behalf of the 

Government were not maintainahlo. Mr. Gurmhai Lai said that it was not 

mentioned in the notice of tho motion of adjournment that murder took 

place out of agrarian riot. Ho supported the objections raised by Government 
and said that it was not at all an important issue. The Preddmt held that 
the matter was ‘sub judioe’ and disallowed permission to move adjournment motion, 

29tli. MARCH Resuscitation of tbs village pmchayat system with a view 
to making tho village autonomous and homogeneous units, able to manage 
their own affairs aud promote the welfare of the people in every sphore of 

life, was the idual which the Government was striving to achieve, said Mr. 

Brihriekna Smha (the Fremier), replying to tho general disouasioa of the Budget 
to-day. The Government, he said, was severely criticised for being unable to do 
numerous things, from primary education to changing the course of rivers. All 
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this oonld not be aooomplished by a magic w,md. They needed time, labour and 
an enormous amount of money. The Government w is, however, not. discourngea 
by the magnitude of the proposals. They were rather extremely anxious to 
execute them through various schemes, large and smalt, already uiidertakeu or 
under consideration. As far as was humanly possibh3, all would be done, ana 
where funds were required they would be raised. Any measure they tooR 
up was based on the policy of according the maximum benefit to tJie 
largest number of people. . i ^ 

Khan Bahadur aS. ilf. leader of the Oppositmn, referring to the tenancy 

legislation, criticized the Governmont for taking away what ho termed tlie Jegitimaie 
rights of the zemindar. He said that the agieement for the speedy realization 
of rents had not been implemented, and stiaiiied rulatiuns uxistoa btdween 
zemindars and tenants. The Govorument, he added, projiosed fui tlier to tax 
zemindars without taking measures fur increasing their income. lie cnricista 
the public speeches delivered by provincial CongrcG-} loadois^ which, he Bam, 
had aggravated the relations behveoa zemindars and agiicultarists. lie siresseu 
the need for reducing expenditure by rotrenchmout and oilier means. 

SOfcfi. MARCH -When important constitutional issues were being disouBsed, un- 
avoidable references to the Viceroy or th) Givernor could not be consubumd to be 
out of order; at the same lime personal references agurist either wero to bo depre- 
ciated because of the convention that pei'hon.s, who weie uiirHpieHented in the House 
and therefore not in a position to defend thomHidvcs, should not bo criticized. 

This ruling was given bv the Prcsidunt on a [loint of order raisod by the Loader 
of the Opposition during the general discussion of the budget to-day wlum certain 
references were mado to the Viceroy by Mr. Naqui [maw^ spoukiiig on tho I’econt 
constitutional crisis. . . . 

Another ruling given by the President was on a point raisf'd previously, namely, 
whether tho mover of a resolution could vote against his own motion. The rrcsideut 
said that it was laid down in May’s ‘4’arhammitary hoiciioe’’ that a mover could 
only withdraw his motion by leave of the House without any negative vote. W 
tradition a member was at liberty to change his opinion upon a question. A member 
who had made a motion was afterwards eutitJol to vote against it provided he had 
given his voice with tho “Noes” when the question was put from tho Chair. Oituig 
an instance from the Central Asscmhlv,^ he gave his ruliug that thorn was no objec- 
tion to a member who had moved a motion voting against his motion if ho declared 
and shouted with tho “Noes.’’ 

3 lit MARCH The Hon’blo Mr. Sri Krishna Sinha^ at the conclusion of the 
general discussion of tho Budget to-day, made a long and important speech iu wniou 
he reiterated once again the policy of the Governmont on the Bengali- Bih.ari quesnon 
on the agrarian problem and other important matters ongagiiig public <att6iitiou at tho 
present moment. Ho very much regretted that tho Government was being minre- 
presented by a very enlightened community inhabiting this province from whom ho 
expected every oo-oprratioa ami help. Ho straightway doclarod that he made uo <Us- 
tinctiou between a ihbari and a Bengali who had adopted Bohar ^ as his iiorno. inoso 
who were born in this province and those who wore domiciled in this province were 
Biharis in the actual souse of the term and in tho matter of appointment no 
distinction was to be made between Buharis and such Bengalis, but they W 0»‘0 greatly 
mistaken if they thought that in ev<‘ry provinoo of India any people from any province 
could rush in at any moment and omild have any post under the Government oi 
that provinoo. In every province provincial services wero manned by men of that province, 
But sometimes attempts wero made hero to prevent those who wmo really the men 
of the province from getting into tho services. Therefore something had to be done, 
some test had to be laid down in order to know whether the man seeking service was 
really the man of this province. It was with that end in view that tho domicue 
rules were framed. lie would do away with the rule of domicile if by so doing they 
could prevent the outsiders coming into this province. 

TuA^venm* TniNSPOHr EKaimArioN Bill 

Hi. APRIL s-The Oonnoil to-day pMsed tho Trooijs, Transport and f. 

Assistance j^gulation (Amendment) Bill as passed by the Assembly. Ihe Bui 
/ provided for doing away with impressment of transport for private persons and mvu 
offloem when joutneyiag in the mofussil, as contained in the Eegnlation* 
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THE PROHIBITION BILL 


8il 


Nok-offtcul Bills Inteoluced 

25tli. APRIL The follon’ing non-olfH'Ul Bills wcie iiitrorluced to-day : The 
Tenancy AraendmHnt Bill; tho Land Iluveiine Hales Aineudment Bill; the Cess Arne nd- 
ment Bill and the Tenancy (Second) Ameiirlme-ui Bill. 

The Chota Nagpur Tenure Holders’ Rent Account Amenjiment Bill was referred 
to a select oommiitoe. ^ ^ ^ ^ ..... 

It was decided to circulate the nindu Religious Endowment Bill to elicit public 
opinion. 

Supplementary Budget BiscussEn 

26tii. APRIL Tho Counrjil met iliis morning for half an hour and adjourned till 
the Both, after the Premier had presented the supplementary budget for 19d8-39. 

SOtli. APRIL Tho Oonncil to-day held a brh*f sitting when sn]»plemeatary budget 
demands for grants nndor heads ^•civil works*’ laid “forests”, which weio passed by 
the Assembly yesterday, wore discussed. 

Tho FicmiiU', Mr. ht i/o imhu'i IStnha^ oxjdiincd tho ol'jnetH of the rlertitiiids, \vhicli 
included the appointment of the iiocessary staiT to cairy on prelirainary investigation 
in connexion with the proposed grid olcctrificatiou schouae and the recruitment of 
candidates for tlie Forest Bervice, 

2iid* MAY Tho Council hold a brief sitting to-day, and after interpellations 
adjourned till tho 4th. May. 

The only business on tli (3 agenda w^as an oflloial i^usclution stating that offences 
ngainst and .jurisdiction and powm's of courts in rt‘spect of an Aet of the Federal 
Legishature should be regnbitod in this province tty an Act of tho Federal Le^islatnro, 
being a matter enumerated in the Provincial Legislatmo list. The resolution was 
postponed, 

STATISTrOS OP EmPLOYMI'JNT 

4tl». MAY : --The Cmineilppassed an olBcial roKolution to-day stating that tho question 
of collection of statisti^is of omfilo.vmmit should be governed by a‘"Federal Act. Opposition 
members raiS(‘d nn olij'^ctiou to the resolution m not being cousisient with the <lon- 
gross opposition to the Finloration and limt in the absence of a F^odoial Legislature 
tho Central Legislaturt^ could not nrid<‘riuko such a measure. Tho Admcate General 
rofdiod that a transitory provision had einpowored the Cimtral Li^gislatuio to act like 
a Federal Legislature during tlic transition, Agnnoins like tho liailways could not be 
compelled by provincial governmimts to furnish information and Ihoreforo it was pre- 
ferable to have a central iegislation on tho matter. 

Tub PRoiniuTiON Bill 

5th. MAY ;-Tho Prohibition Bill as passed by tho Lower House was taken up for 
consideration clause by clauso to-ilny. 

During tho general discussion Khan Bahadur S, M. IsmaiL Loader of the Opposi- 
tion, snid that the entire credit for bringing forward the much needed measures of 
reform could not go to tho Oongrnss government. Attempts had boon made in the past 
to stump out the evil of drink, thongn uusuocessfully. i.egislative measures too had 
boon discussed both in tho Provincial and Central Legislatures, ITo however Widoomed 
the measuro not on rtdigions or communal grounds but in tlie interests of “morality.*’ 

Mr, Maharak Alt characterized tho moasuro as half-hearted. It coniaiacd no pro- 
vision fur thousands of jKim (toddy tappers) who were being thrown out of employ- 
mi‘ni 

During detailed diKcussIon, Mr* Gurmhay Lai moved an amendment to clarify 
tho detiiiiliun of tho term exfiort (of oxcis<ablc articles). It was lost. Mr. Makeahwar 
Praaad Naruin Bingh moved an amendment for the occlusion of tnddy from the 
operation of tlio act. He said that toddy was more a food than an intoxicant. The 
amendment was withdrawn after the AdvocaU^'Qen&ral bad pointed out that the 
present one was not the proper stage to move such au amendment, 

Mr. Qitr$ahaij Lai moved an amendment for omission of the deilnition of toddy 
as fermented and unfermented as he believed it was superfluous. This view was 
accepted. 

After a nurabor of clauses had been pttssed, Mr, Maheahwar Brmad Narain Siti^h 
moved an amendment to the clause relating to punishment, which he wanted to be 
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reduced as the measure was a uovol one and tlio people were ignorant. Mr. Jaqlal 
ChoudJmry^ Excise Minister, replied that- the Bill was a reformative measure, inten- 
ded to cuie addicts of their hahit of drinking. The pnnisliniont provided was intended 
to strike terror into tho hearts of addicts. The AdrocalG- General in his speech said 
that a penal clause was providi'd in tho Excise Act also. It was proper that in let^is- 
ktion of this nature the penal section should corrospoud to that of the Excise Act 
The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. Samuel Purti (diotanagpur) moved for exemption of pachwai (indiffenous 
ahoriginal drink) from the operation of the Act. The Adoocafa-Gcmral replied that the 
Bill empowered tho Government to grant exemption for S{>ecifio purposes. The amend- 
ment was withdrawn, Mr. Maheohwar Praaad Narain Shir/h moved for the omission 
of tdlros (sweet toddy) from the operation of the Act since sweet toddy was a 
nutritious drink.’’ Tlie proposal would save a number of men from unemployment 
Tiie amendment was rejected. 

When the danse relating to advert isem on ts in newspapers was takoio up, Mr. 
Oursahay Lai said that nowsiaipor.-j pulilishod outside Bihar slionM not be banned 
from publishing *advorlIs(‘menis of wiuos and liquors. Tho Advonile-Grurral reidied 
tliat the Government did not uaiit to di.scrinilnate heiwoeii newspapers of the province 
and those outsido, Tho fimendmonl was lost. 

. was pres.sed to a division a Congress memher, hy mistake, voted 

m the noes Jobliy. Tho J’rosidenl reserved his ruling and the House adjourned. 

6tli. MAY When tlio JFouso resumed consideration of tlio Bill to-day, Mrs. 
Malcolm Svnha moved an nmondment. for the incoiporation. of a new clause,' seekinf^ 
exemption of all Chrisliaa (diuruhes and tlioir clergy from tho operatiun of tho Act 
in the math*r of possessing or brewing of wine in such pi escribed quantities as 
would bo required f<ir Hiligious and sacramental piirposos. Mr. Baldev Sahay, tU 
Advocate-(/eiieral, said that tho amendment demanded tho grant of a magna charta 
for the free use of wine in ChuKdios. Tho amendment w'as lost by 9 votes to 8. 

9tli. MAY r-The Council to-day passed tho Bill with an amendment, Tho Oov- 
enirmmt sutlereii a defeat on an amendraeut moved hy an Opposition momher, which 
the Goveiiiment opposed, but whs passed by 1L to 30 voles. The amendment sought 
oxompfcum for all Ctiri.slian cliurches and their (dorgymoa from tho provisions of tho 
Act for possevssing or browing wine in such quantity as may bo proscribed, which 
was required for purposes of muss holy communion. 

In tlio iinal reading of tlie Bill, Mr.^ Jaglnl Ohmdhury^ Exeise MinisfiT, assured 
the House that the (Govern rmuit were mvestiguting way.s and means to (dTeet (‘cono- 
mies and raise the revuiuio iu order to set eff the duaoit caused by the iutroductiou 
of Prohibition, 

TjTTO MoNlSYtENDERS’ BiLL 

lOtk MAY Council con.sidorod tho Bihar Monoy-Iondors’ Bill as passed hy tlio 
Assombly. The Bui was welcomed by all parts of the FfonsB, the only jarring* noto 
being sounded by Mr. Ihmi Lai (Congress) who a'lvocatod tlio exercise of restraint 
and mouoration by tho Upper Ilonso and warned it against the provision.^ of the Bill 
as well as against giving too much to popular opinion. 

The chorus of welcome was joined with Khan Bahadur S, M, UmaiL Leader of 
tho OiUjOHition who wiUi Mrs. Malcolm Sinha (Coalition), Mr. Ahmad Mohammad 
Noor (t ongross), Mr, Pzmaydoo Sharma and others thought that the ilill tlul not go 
the wholo^ ieiigth m affording relief to tho distress of tho indebted agricuiiurists. la 
thoir opinion tho Bill fell short of expectations in tho following respects particularly* 

Tho last throo spoakors of tho day, Mr. Kamnlesmiri Mandal, Mr. Pumydeo 
and Mr, Ahmad Mohammad Noor wanted tho Bill to be more drastic. 
The first speaker asked for the olianging of au exoossivo rates of interest to be made 
a penal oftence. Mr* Ahmad Noor after dndlng several shortcomings with the i3ilL 
ooiioludod that it was a step in tho direofion of afordiog reliol to iadebtod agricultu- 
rists and thanked the Government for introduoing this much needed measure. At this 
stage the House roso for the day. 

lltli. MAY Replying to-day Mr, BaMeva Bahay^ tho Advooato-Goneral saidrUmT 
While drafting the Bill the Government aim had been to regulate the moneylending busi- 
;iiess w control the oontraots entered into by creditors and debtors and get value for the 
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debtors property. Incidentally, the Bill gave relief to debtors. No drastic clianges 
were contemplated. 

17th. MAY : — Several clausos were passed to-day with the amendments tabled 
thereto, mostly without discussion. Division was challenged m several cases, the 
maiority of which were by Mr. Gursahaij Lall. Two amendments when pressed to 
a division were carried by 12 votes to 4 and 11 votes to G. Two others were lost. 

Discussion on an amoddment moved by Mr. Qanganand iSinha to the eireot that 
the same restrictions and limitations which were iciiposed on money-lenders of this 
province should be imposed on money-lenders outside the province, had not concluded 
when the House adjourned. 

18th. MAY Tlie Bill was passed by the Council to-day with a fow amendments. 
Few clianges wore effected ui the final clauses, which were considered to-day. Only 
three araoudraents to the romainiug clauses ivere adopted by the House, the Opposi- 
tion suffering several defeats. , , . 

Before the final reading of the Bill, two out of tho several now claiisos tabled m 
the form of amendments wore tho subject of a keen debate. Those referred to the 
exomption of rosulontuil house from being attached or sobi for satisfaction of decrees. 
Mrs. MalcoUh Sinka made a plea for oxeraption of residential house and criticised 
the Govurnmeut’s podey. When the Advocate-Uonoral oppoBi»d th«j amundraents on 
tho ground that in Ihe'absonoo of real property as socurltv ^ loans will not bo coming, 
she accused the Ooveruinent of being in league with capitalists ami money-lenders. 

Mr. Sri Krishna Siuha^ the Prime Minister, repljing said tho Ueverrimorit must 
look imfiarlially after the interests of all classes. Tho.y were not in league with any 
class, liie money-lender was weicomo at a time of financial crisis and was etpially 
repugnant at tho time of repayment of loans. It was unjustifiable to shut out outlets 
for business by lowering the value of good securities# Tho Premier doelarod that the 
Bill was meant only for regulating tho money -leading trade and afford relief inciden- 
tally to agriculturists. . , , 

Pressed to a division both tho amendments wore negaiivod by a substantial 
majoiity. 

Aamt/'ULTURiST Lvcojte-tax Bmn 

Tho Bihar Agriculturists Incomo-iux Bill, as passed by tho Assembly, was intro- 
duced next after which the House adjourned. 

19ih. MAY The Council to-day took up tho general discussion of the Bill, Tho 
Bill met with stiff oriposition from members ropresentiug tho landholders’ interests. 

Kumar Qanganand Bintjh said that the bivy of agricuitiiral income-tax was in 
oontravontion of the Hssurane<‘s given at the time of the Permanent 8ottlcmeut and 
disregarded the ccononiiiJ condition of the laudlioldor-s, wliich h id recently deteriorated 
enormously. The Zamindari system cxishsl oven liuforo tho Permanent Bottlemont 
was estabjishod which tlie jlrosout iegislutiou sought to alter. In his opinion the 
Governor-Generars exorcise of his reserve powers would bo ncoossitated to safeguard 
tho rights of landlords. , , , . 

Rai Bahadur Balishchanira Sinha said that ho was opposed to the Bill on prm- 
clplo. The Governmont, instead of making drastic economy in administration, were 
sacrificing revonuo by the introduction of Prohibition. If the pr8.sent Bill was 
enacted, tho zomiadars would not bo ablo to carry out ameliorative measures for 
their tenants, , ^ ^ , .t 

iChan Bahadur M. Ismail, Loader of «ie Opposition a so stated that the Bill 
violated tho principles <if the I’ermauont Settlement and was ihorofore illegal There 
was no need for fresh taxation since tho Uoyornment hud >oen having a balancpd 
budget for a number of years, Apparently the^ Bill was intended to nqake up mo 
deficit wiiich would bo iucurred owing to Prohibition. Landlords opposition to the 
Bill was due not to their unwillingness to bear the burden of extra taxation, but to 
their inability to boar it. , , 

The Leader of the Opposition had not finished his speech when the House 
adjourned lor the day. 

20tli. MAY ;-The Bill received vigorous opposition from reprosontatives of the 
ZaMpdari interests to-day also. 
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The Leader of tlie Opposition cTiallongel tlio legalify of the measure, saving that 
it was opposed to the Permanent Settlement. He quoted the preamble to Begulation 
1 and 2 of 1793 to show that publio assossmont on Zamindars was not permissible. 

Mr. Naqvi Imam, Deputy President, refuted the Leader of the Opposition’s ^ argu- 
ments regarding the illegality of the measure and said that the present Constitution 
empowered the provinoos to’ tax agricultural income and even after the Permanent 
Settlement. He was, howev^er, against the Bill if it was meant to make up the deficit 
caused by the introduction of prohibition. At this stage, the House adjourned. 

23r<l. MAY -The Council to-day continued general discussion of the Bill. The 
Opposition arguments, which were oh linos similar to thosi^ of the first two days, 
were refuted by the Congress members who attemiited to justify the measure. 

Mr. MobaraJc AH and shah Wacid Himain (Opposition) questioned the legality 
and expediency of the Bill and stated that the Bill was ultra vfrcs in view of certain 
sections of the government of India Act. To over-rido the Permnnout Settlement 
would seriously affect tho landlords, whoso ooonomio conditions did not admit of 
fresh taxation. 

Congress members pointed out that land revenuo wns no tax since tho land bo- 
longed to the State. The Oovernrnent wete justified in taxing zamindars’ profits. It 
was no new taxation and had boon ro.sortod to in the past prior to tho Permanent 
Settlement. Tho House thou ad journo L 

24th. MAY ‘.—The general disousshm of tlio Bill was concluded fo-day. A largo 
number of amendments had bfMin tabled and thoso wore taken up for consideration 
danse by clause on tho next day. 

2Sth. MAY Tho House took up consideration, clause by clause, of the Bill to-day. 

Discussion on the clause containing tho scliedulc of rutf*s of taxation on agiicultural 
incomes took up most of tho time. This clause was one of tho most controversial clau- 
ses in the Bill and was passed by tlio Lower House only after a compromiHO was 
reached hetwcon tho Govenimeut and tho Opposition memhors reprosonting zamindari 
interests substantially aHoring tho rates of taxation on higher hicomos from those ori- 
ginally provided in tho Bill. 

Three amendments were moved lo-day socking to alter tho rales of taxation, all of 
which were negutived and tho edause concoinod was passed in tho form in which it 
had emerged from tho Lower llmiso. 

An amendment fixing the minimum limit of taxable cultivated lands at 200 acres 
instead of 100 acres as provided in tho Bill was adopted. Tho House then adjourned. 

26 tli. MAY Out of five Muslim members present in the Council to-day, three, 
including Khan Bahadur Ismail^ Leader of tho Opposition, walked out at the closo of 
the silting as a protest against tho non-acceptance of an amendment to the Bill 
moved by Mr. Moharak AH requiring the exemption of ali religious, oharitablo or 
public endowments from the operutiou of tho Act, 

The House devoted almost tho entire day to two amondmonts on tho oxemption. 
issue. A second amendment sought the extension of the exemption to trusts and 
■Wakfs created oven after tho commencement of tho Act. Both tho amendments were 
defeated by 15 votes to 5. 

27 tli. MAY r—Tho entire day to-day was taken up by discussion on a single clause 
relating to Muslim Wakfs. „ ^ , * , . ^ 

The original clause, it may be recalled, evoked prolonged controversy and Tenement 
opposition from Muslim members of the Lower House and oventually a compromise 
was reached between the Government and Muslims through tho mediation of Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad by which tbo Government exempted from tho operation of the Act 
Muslim Wakfs created before the commencement of the Act but did not exempt the 
shares and benehoiaries of Wakf Alalaulad from taxation. * x 

Two amendments moved to-day by Muslim members seeking exemption from taxa^ 
tion of Wakf Aialaulads, which might be created after the oommencoment of the Act, 
were negatived by substosial majorities. The Opposition members accused the 
Government of following a policy advocated by people who had no regard for 
, reli^ou or who considered religion an obstacle to the country’s progress. 
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Tlie Prime Minister, Mr. Sn Krishna 8inha replying said that he believed in 
religion since his leader Mr. Gandhi was a religious man, bat the Government 
believed that the present measure did not amount to an infringement of religion as 
the Islamic scriptures nowhere laid down that Wakfs should not be taxed. Eegarding 
violation of the wishes of creators of Wakfs he said the Government had allowed 
exemption to existin^rivate and publio Wakfs. The question of infringement did not 
arise in the case of wakfs created hereafter because the creators would have cogni- 
sance of the tax which the properties would have to hear. The House then adjourned 
till the iSOth. 

30th. MAY ; — The Bill made considerable progress in 'the Council to-day, several 
clauses being passed without substantial changes in the provisions. 

Two clauses concerning assessment on income of Wakf Aiaulalad and Hindu joint 
families were also passed without any change. An amendment to the clause relating 
to general assessment of tax was carried. The amendment allowed fifty per cent 
relief to assessment for the financial year 1938-39. 

Slsi. MAY The Council to-day possod several clauses of the Bill, Discussion 
of a few clauses of a controversial nature was postponed till the next day. 

I«t. JUNE The Council to-day passed the Agricultural Income-Tax Bill. and then 
adjourned. An understanding was roaohod between theiGovernment and the Opposition 
on the clause forbidding the discicsure of Information on private incomes, which was 
eventually defeated and a now clause inserted. According to the new clause private 
papers dealing with the incomes of people would not be made public except the 
papers concerned dealing with the assessment of incomes for the purpose of the tax. 

The deductions allowed under the head “collection charges” were raised from 10 
per cent to 1% and a half per cent by another amendment, while deductions were 
also allowed on interests paid for loans contracted under the Bihar Natural Cala- 
mities Act. 

The House also passed tho Stamp Araondmont Bill which was a non-oflSicial measure, 
exempting tho documents of Moslem divorce from stamp duty. 

2iid. JUNE Tho Council fiuished its business in a few minutes to-day and ad- 
journed till July. 

Tho Bihar Legislature Members’ Salaries and Allowances Bill, passed by tho 
Assembly, was laid on the table. 

Thereafter, the House was informed that tho amendments made by tho Council 
to the Money-lenders’ Bill had been accepted by tho Lower Chamber. 

Ail the amendments made in the Prohibition Bill had been accepted, except one 
relating to the exemption of Christian Olmrohos regarding the use and possession of 
wine for religious purposes, which had boon substituted by another in an altered form. 
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Proceedings of the Assam Assembly 

Budlget Session --Shilloag — 15th. Febmary to 5th. March 1938 

Financial Statement for 1938-39 • 

The Assam Budget for the year 1938-39 was presented by Sir Muhammad 
Saadullah, the- Premier, when both the Chambers of the Legislature met at Shillong 
on tho iStb. February 1938. It revealed a deficit of Es. 4,02,000. 

It was estimated that the year will begin with an opening balaiioo of Rs. 33,34,000. 
Bs. 1,20,70,000 had been estimated as receipts from land revenue or very nearly a 
drop of 12 and 6 lakhs of the budget and revised estimates respectively of the current 
year. Only other drop in revenue was to be noted under Civil Works and this was 
explained away by the fact that the budget provided for credit of Es. 1.80,000 for 
petrol tax projects as against the revised estimates of Rs. 10,71,000 for the current 
year. Tho total receipts from revenue during 1933-39 were expected to bo Rs. 
2,64,24,000 as against tho revised estimates of Rs. 2,78.07,000 for the current year. 
This drop in income was partially counterbalanced by less expenditure from revenue 
namely Rs, 2,68,86,000 as against the revised estimates of Rs. 2,81,4L000 for the 
current year. According to the estimates the budget will show a deficit of Rs. 4,62,000. 

Talcing both revenue and capital receipts and similar exfjonditure the closing 
balance of Assam for 1938-39 was expocted to bo Rs. 40,48,000. But this surplus 
figure wrill be reduced by about 4 lakhs if the loan to pay off tho deficit of 1936-37 
is not taken in tho next financial year. 

Bimilarly the revenue deficit will be reduced by about Rs. 90,000 as the budget 
estimates iuolude figurns for brokerage for loan and payment of interest in the next 
financial vear. Tho revenue defujit will farther be raducod by a probable further 
receipt of Rs, 3,56,000 from the India Govornmont under tho NIomoyer Award. 

In his budget speech tho Finance Minister said that he arguetl with tho autho- 
rities at Delhi about j^ssam’s claims for a share in tho excise duty on petrol 
produced within Assam’s boundaries but was toU that under tho present Government 
of India Act the centre cannot give to Assam ns a producing province any special 
share of tho proceeds of petrol and korosone excise duties. 

He howovor concluded by saying that tho ministry ^ was doing its level best 
in various wa.'jrs to meet the insikent demand for improving the educational, hygenio 
and economic Improvement of tho masses. 

Assam Municipal Amend. Bill 

ISth. FEBRUARY: -The House rojootod to-day!by 10 to 6 votes Rai Sahib IJcm^ 
Chandra Datta'B Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill seeking to do away with nomina- 
tions to Municipal Boards so that they might be constituted with elected representa- 
tives of rate-payers. All eloctod Hinda members barring one who remained neutral 
voted for the Bill while tho Government along with the Muslims en bloo and two 
nominated Hindus voted against. 

General Discussion of BnnoET 

la course of his reply to tho Budget debate Sir Muhd* SaaduUa^ Ohiof Minister, 
gave an indication of improving provincial finances when he said that the opening 
up of even one-fourth of Assam’s vast waste land measuring about 8 and half lakhs of 
Bighas would bring Rs, 10 to 15 lakhs to the depleted Exchequer, 

Tho Chief Minister also said that a Committee would shortly be appointed to 
revise the ouiriculura of secondary primary schools in Assam when the question of 
separating the girls’ curriculum from that of tho boys would be oonsidored, 

I9fcli. FEBRUARY Tho budget discussion concluded to-day, many members 
criticising the budget as disappointing. Mr, F, W» BcckmhuU^ Leader of the 
Earopean Group, wanted to have self-reliant, strong and independent agriculturists. 
He wanted a Ministry of Commuixications to improve oommunioations, Mr, Qopinath 
BafdoloL Leader of the Congress Party, pointed out that party Government had 
Jailed in Assam and that the Ministry was oUngiug to office in spite of defeats. The 
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hon. Sir Mahommed SaaduUah, Prime Minister, stated that with tlio limited funds, 
nothing better could be done. 

Sylhbt Tenancy Bill 

To give protection to certain classes of tenants vitliiii tlio mnuioipal ^ 

town of Sylhet, Babu Karuna Sindhu Bay introduced a bill known 
Tenancy Bill during the last winter session of tlio ■Assembly, Tlio Bill was 
considered by a Select Committee and sovornl clauses of tlm Bill wore also passed 
in the last session. To-day the remaining clauses wore considorol and the Bill was 

DaksMna Ranjan Gupta Choudhuri/s amottdmflnt tn clans.' IT of tho Bill 
empowering the Government to extend the operation of this Act to any onior 
eipal areas, in the district of Sylhet by a previous notiflcahon piioliMitji in Hio 
“Assam Gazetteo’* was lost by the casting vote of tho lion, Spo:ilc“r. ^ 

Bskhn Rabindra Nath Aditya (Oongross) moved an amoudmimt m tluM ofi nit ion 

of ‘tenant’ as amended by the Select Oommitteo a ^d it w:\s passpth' Mouln ^v*oft.r(tk 
Ali moved another am'ondmont to danse 5('0 of tho Bill wluon w.as fia‘is*‘d, jus 
amendment sought application of this act to toii-nicy of lainl ‘W'iiyod hofon^ or at ter 
the oommenoemont of this Act provided the temporary soliiod (bivoriimout lands 
were excepted. , , , tr 

The MorCble Mr, Chaudkury opposed the amoridm‘'nt and said that the Uoiise 
should bo very careful in passing this anicndm(3ufe for this was a spn-sial fonn of 
legislation in tho whole of India and the Ilmiso shoiild think twice beforii they 
empowered the Government to extend it in other sub-ilivisiofial towns. 

The amendment was, however, lost by the casting vote of the lion bio Bpoakor, 
Tho Bill was then passed. 

Assam Municipal Aihend, Bill 1037 


Mr. Rajendra Nath Barua^s motion roferrlng tho Assam Municipal (amendmont) 
Bill, 1037, to a select committee was lost by 51 to 43 votes. Tho objoi;t of tlio Bil! 
was abolition of nomination by Govornmont mombars in munidiial bodies. 


Cabinet Citaroes— Rx-Ministbu^s Statement 

Mr. AH Uaidar Khan,, one of tho two ox-Miiimtors. next made a statement on tho 
oironmsiances leading to the roshu filing of tho As.sam Ministry. ITe said ; 

*‘The Ministerial Party was a Coalition party, consmting of Sir M. Baadulla’s Party, 
Mr, Rohini Kumar Ohowdhury’s party, Rev, Nichols Roy^s party and the Surma 
Valley United Muslim Party, the largest single group next to tho Congress party. The 
sraair Aluslim League group was never popular with thiS'party. Towards tho close of 
the Ia.st session, Bir M. Raadulla informed ns of a ref|uisition for reshulhing of the 
Ministry to replace two of ns selected originally from the United Muslim Party. At 
a formal mooting, the United Muslim Party passed a resolution protesting against tho 
proposal for reahuflling, but it was not a revolt against Bir M, feadulla’s leadership. 
The Chief Ministor met the party on the 19ih Fohrnary and assured tho membora 
that his own party had signed tho requisition without his knowiodgo and that if any 
proposal for reshuffling ever came up, he would instruct his party to remain neutral* 
He also said that he would write to all Muslim mombers asking for their opinion 
on the question of reshnflling. But, as it » became clear that very little support for 
teshufDing was forthcoming, he tendered his resignation loading to automatic disso* 
lutiou^of tho Cabinet, and arranged to be called upon to reform tho Cabinet with two 
of us replaced. Wo made statements of facts briefly as they aro, and do not desire 
to proceed further ” 

No*Confii)Iinob in Ministet 

2l*t FEBRUARY The defeat of the “no-oonhdenco*^ motion tabled against tha 
re-formod Saadullah Ministry by tho narrowest margin possible revealed the instabi- 
lity of tho present Ministry and the possibility of its being ouBted from ofSoa 

In the course of a good fighting speooh, Maulvi AMur Rahamant the mover o! 
the “No-Confidonoe** resolution, snowed how incompetent the present Miuisfcry was. 
He said, “I had fondly hoped that Sir Mahomed Saadullah would at least after tho 
eleven successive defeats last year at the hands of the Opposition, seo the decency, 
if not the wisdom, of vacating the mimsterial gadi. But such, 'Sir, is the greed for 
oMoe and power that the defeats heaped upon his head have been swallowed without 
any sense of shame or disgrace. Such is also the Jnok that, in spite of this series of 
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reversefs, he rernams tho prij?o-hoy of the novf»rnnr. ^‘We have rooontly seen how the 
Chief Minister Jias liicker] tho ladder that hidpo^d him to rise to poworl All thm skill 
lie has shown only to b‘ 0 |> own power an I r>laoo. fL^ bai done nothinir fo serve 
the cause of Assam, fie has ^jfivrn the floiiso for oao year no uloa of his policy ex- 
cept the policy to keep hims"lf in power. “I h<*soooh the Houso tt> rid rbi» coiintry 
of a Ministry wfjitdi has no plan, no prr» 2 :ramme or (lolbjy for selfish ends. The 

Ministry has nearly swallowed orr^ lakh of nipi^i^s dorinjr the bast twelve months. Has 
the country seen the openir'ij a sinub* proj-'Ct V" 

A numhur of persons spoke on the motion for and aLraiiish The Prime i'ifmister^ 
rcplyin^r, surveyed fho \vork done by his Mmisiry and addf'd, ‘‘The so-called d<jfcats 
wore nutbiriji,^ but a sort of propa'^anda in fho Calcutta f»ap(u's'’. Ho said that ho held 
that those dnfuats wenj not real. Onnfiimin'r, the BremicM* said that ho had f^roat ro- 
far sulf-rospocf and lionour and if ho found lie (a)un n<d aurry on with them 
ho would bo the first person to tender *liis reshpiation. 

Tho mofioti was iltdisued by uO vote; to 41b The Eujopeau Croup voted against 
the motion. 

VoTixo o;; BinaniT ’Di'AtxMni 

22nd. FEBRUARY Voting on Budget. Demands eommenotC to-dav. Mr. ^Ibdur 
Bahaman's cut mofiou, !«du^inglvs, 78,Oi;f3 for t.ho esiafdishm(*ut of tho divisional Com- 
missioners, was passed without a division, thi> M!nist<n‘iui Ibme.hos romainifig uoutral. 

Mr. HnUmlrnnaih Adiiya'i^ out motion for redindu',^ by Us, 30,300 tho total grant 
of Hs. 20,07,300 for t:h(» Ministers was lost by 4fi to 41) votes. 

Tho Assembly passed the ciitiro d<»m.aiid for g<*aoral Adfninisferatioa minus Us. 
78,023 for thc^ Commissioners’ Kstabbshmout. Tho cut motions were either with- 
drawn or lost. 

Tho hon. Hir Mahomed ^taaiulla^ tho IVimo Minister, explaining tho Mini.stry’s posi- 
tion, stated that they would remain nontral p(mding tlu) Secjrdtary of Htate’s decision 
mi tho Ministry’s miommtmdntion for tho abolition of tho OommisHloners’ post8> Ho 
furtbor staled that the (Joveruor had aocetded the Ministry’s rocommoudation. 

23rdl. FEBRUARY :--Exc(5pt tho cut motion bvtmght by Sj. BaUmlrmaih Adiiya 
with the obieot of refusing fho grant for tli<5 fjsiablishmont ohargtw of tho Ilon’blo 
Ministers wnioh was vtijectod hy tho house by 49 to 49 votes, ail other cut motions 
wore withdrawn after some diR<{USRion.s. 

Mr. Arm Kumar Ohundidn cut motion criticising ihe Government in not roloasing 
tho poljtioal prisonors evoked eouHiderablo discussion whi<jh mainly (unitrod round tho 
ono poini This wus whether porsonn oommitt(*d of dnooitios in optui day-light could 
be styled as political prisoners. A member from the Congress bsuich having said 
whether it was not a fact that CJovornmont thomselvos had termed ibaso piisonors 
m such, the llon’blo Sir SaaduUa^ Homo Minister, said that tho term was used only to 
facilitate classification in jail so that they might have got bettor troatmont. 

25*:k FEBRUARY Tho Assembly passed to-day tho demands under Land Bevonuo 
and the Administration of dustico. Most of tho cut motions were either 
withdrawn or lost 

^ Mr* Arw^ Kumar ChancM^ out motion to critknse the Oovornmont for thoir 
failure to repeal the ropressivo laws olioftod an assurance from tho hon. Sir Maho-^ 
med SaaduUah that no misuse or abuse of tlioso laws would bo made and that ho 
would come in with the necessary amendments to those laws as soon as ciroams- 
tanoos warranted such a procodur*e. 

It was stated on behalf of the Goverameat in reply to a question by tho same 
member that only one person bolonging to Assam was serving liis sentence outside 
Bengal for offences of a political nature, one was restrained under the Bengal 
Onminal Law Amendment Act and ono was externed from Assam under the 
same Act 


26th. FEBRUARY A sum of Es. 3,20,265 was passed to-day tinder different demands 
grant viz., (1) Excise, (2) Stamps, (3) Navigation (4) Railways, (6) Forts and 
Wolage, (6) Education (fiaropWn), (7) E W. (8) Pensions (Orstatfonery and 
Fi^itiittg dO) Famme Belief and (11) Scleatido Departments etc* 

The Oppositionist had not been able to pass a single out motion and they 
wurt thoni^i seterely oritioiaed for their policy and action. Only ton out 
motions , were toousaed but these were subsequently either withdrawn or lost. 
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Hitch oter Ministers’ Salaeibs 

l$t MARCH :—The Assembly discussed to-day whether Ministers, after the 
resignation of their office, were justified in drawing salaries according to the old 
Act passed by the Legislature. 

The hon. Sir Mahomed Saadulla^ Prime Ministei’, held that they could draw 
the salaries according to the old Act until that was repealed while Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Sen and others held the contrary opinion. 

The piquant situation was created as the Ministers of the Assam Ocvernment 
could not draw their salaries to-day for February, because the Treasury Officer of 
Shillong refused to make the necessary payment. It transpired that the Comptroller 
of Assam issued the salary slips in accordance with the Ministers’ Salary Act at the 
rate of Rs. 2,5(^ for the Prime Minister and Rs. 1,500 for the other Ministers, 
while the Government billed at four graded rates with a view to keeping the 
collective amount of the salaries of the six Ministers within the budget provision 
originally made for five, prior to the Cabinet re-shuffie. 

2nd, MARCH The demands for grants under the various heads were passed 
to-day. The out motions were either withdrawn or defeated. 

Mr. Rabindranath Adityd's cut motion nnder the head Education was dofoated 
by 62 to 40 votes. The mover contended that the Government had not taken adequate 
action among the Scheduled Castes and tribal people. 

In the course of the discussion to-day, the Hon’blc Maulvi Munaxmr AU^ Minister 
for Education, assured the Assembly that he would call a conforenco of representatives 
of the Le^islatuie and other prominent people to discuss the question of e.slablishiiig 
a university. The Minister said that he would like that tho ;*seat of the University 
should be Shillong. 


3rd. MARCH Trenchant criticism of tho Assam Governmont was iovelled 
lo-day during discussion on Mr. Rabindranath AdUyd^B cut ^motion under agrioulturai 

f rant, Maulvi Abdul Matin Choudhuri^ Minister for Agriculture \vho was also tho 
’resident of the Assam Branch of the Muslim League replying to Uongressilo 
•critics said that virtually there was no differonce between the Muslim League and 
the Congress re-garding the policy and programme in these matters. He also said 
that he intends instituting agricultural survey with a view to exploring possibilities 
!of improving the agrioulturai land in Assam. 

“The function of the Government is not the establishment of industries but to afford 
all necessary facilities towards that end,” said the Hon’ble Maulvi Abdul Matin 
Chowdhuri^ Minister for Industries, replying to the criticism.s made against the general 
policy of the Department of Industry during discussion of Mr. Rabindra Nath 
Adityd^s out motion under Industries grant to-day. lie repudialed the usual charge that tho 
Department had no policy and programme and said that there was one arid ft was 
directed towards fostering small scale industries as had been fallowed for the several years 
past. Mr. Chowdhury did not reply to Mr. Aditya’s query if the present Government had 
nothing to improve upon the policy hitherto follewod by tho Govornmonts prior to 
Provincial Autonomy. Mr. Chowdhury however assured favourabio oonsidoration of 
suitable applications for industrial loan. 

The motion was lost without division and tho original grant was voted. 

The Assembly also voted in coarse of the day grants under heads Agriculture, jails, 
Civil Works etc. 

StJPPIBatEJNXAHY DeMAN0B‘ 

4th. MARCH The Assembly refused to-day the supplementary demand for a 
grant of Es. 14,000 for the continuance of the two offices of Divisional ^mtuissioners 
for the remainder of the financial year, that is, January to March, 1988* 

The demand was presented under Section 78 (3) Government of India Aot, for the 
due discharge of the special responsibility of H. E. the Governor. 

The other supplementary demands for grants under various heads amounting to 
Rs. 6,36,000 were passed without discussion. The grants under the heads Veterinary, 
Co-operative Credit and miscellaneous departments were passed. 

Hiaa Couii Assaix' . , , ' ; 

Bth, march 'The motion fdr the presentation of ah address to His Majesty the 
King lor the establishment of a High Court passed in the Assam ; 
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Assembly to-day by 40 to 16 votos. The Congress party, tribal members and some Surma 
Valley Moslems remained neutral. 

The amendment of Sj. Lakeswar Barua (Congress) for tho location of the High 
Court at Gauhati was lost by 53 to 43 votes. 

The Congress members walked out of the Chamber as a protest when the authenti- 
cated schedule of authorised expenditure in relation to supplementary demands for 
grants for 1937-38 for the Commissioner's establishment was refused by the House* 
The Assembly also passed the Assam Good Conduct Prisoners’ Frobational Release 
Bill* 

The Assembly then prorogued. 


Proceedings of the Assam Council 

Bnaget Sesaion— ShiUoog— 16th. February to 19th. February 1938 

Gbherai:i Disoussion or Buoasr 

Strong criticism of Assam^s budget was voiced In the Assam Legislative Council by 
Mr* SwoBh Chanda Das who opened the discussion on the budget when it was taken 
^.by the House on the I6th* February 1938, presided over by Mrs. Zubida Ataur 
Mahaman^ the Depirty president* 

‘‘A little tinkering has been done here and there”, he said, ‘‘and the whole 
measure has been bolstered up by the old process of appearing before the Central 
Government with a begging bowl He wanted to know how long this ^^spoon-feeding” 
was to continue. Mr. jDas was, however, glad to see that the demands were less 
* ' )ut Rs. 10 and a half lakhs compared with last year. The police, he was also 

S d to see, were to get Es. one lakh less. The decrease in the grants to public 
, agriculture, co-operative credit and industries he characterized as inexcusable, 

Mr. W. E. D. Cooper said that in view of what remissions in land revenue has 
cost the Government, there was every need for cutting expenditure to a minimum. 
They could however go too far in this respect and he was glad to see that doctors 
were being subsidized for the benefit of ryots. Mr. Cooper thought that the province 
should have a minister for Oommunioatioas. 

Mr. Satyendra Mohan Lahiri regretted that no economy had been attempted by 
the Government in any of its departments. Bather a new post of Deputy Secretary 
had been created and another Minister added to the Oabinet. 

Rai Bahadur Meramha Prosad Barm urged the establishment of travelling 
» dispensaries to bring medical relief to villages and pressed for the improvement of 
' village roads in the province. An industrial survey of the; province he thought should 
be undertaken before Government aid was given to any industry. 

' ' Mr. Cammnda thought the Government should start research work into the 
' ■ problems of agricultural improvement and the sugar industry. 

"Mr. Barat Chandra Bhatiacharym strongly opposed the passing of any Bill on 
. tl^e lines of the United Provinces Bill for preventing the execution of decrees on 
. '™te 'fQr the non**payment of debts. Any such measure would make capital shy 
' . knd the cultivator would be hard pressed In time of need, Mr* Bhattaoharyya 
‘ !suggested the starting of prohibition in certain selected arei^ of the province, 
adjourned till the next day* 

i; '’P ' V' ' ''' , Dam or ot PBns'inmirr 

'f ESIUA&Y MommhanlaMri. President of the Couimilr“-'''-‘ 

fkllure at 4 a. m,' 'to-day, , He was '72 years old. Beference to the death 
' waS'made'tb-day, and the House was adjourned as a 'mark of ’ 
pi* the deO'daseu. 

^Presltet ot'tiie Oomoil, presiding Sidd 
eminent; jAwyet, 
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Sir Mohammad Saadulla, Premier, Maulvi Abdar Rahim Ohaudhury. Rai Bahadur 
Heramba Prosad Barua, Mr. H. P. Gray, Mr. Gazanauda Agarwall, Mr, Suresh 
Chandra Das, Rai Sahib Sonadhar Das Senapati, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhattaoharya 
and Maulavi Mohammad Asadaddin Ohaudhury also;,* joined in paying tributes to the 
deceasd. 


Hi&n Court for Assam 

19lli, FEBRUARY : — ^The Council on the motion of Sir Mohamed Saadullah^ 
Premier, to-day passed a resolution deciding to address His Excellency the Go\rornor 
for submission to His Majesty the Xing, for the establishment of a High Court for 
Assam. The House also passed the Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emolu- 
ments) Bill. 

Sir Mohomed Saadullah said that a High Court would be a paying proposition. 
Since 1921 Assam, he said, had to make an annual coutributiou to the Bengal Govern- 
ment which during the last live years averaged at 1 and one-fourth lakh of rupees 
a year for the province's share of work in the Calcutta High Court. 

After referring to the license fees of lawyers and court fees, the Premier said 
that the province could easily provide for a High Court with three judges, and after 
paying all expenditure, have a saving of half a lakh of rupees a year. 

During tho debate, Mr. Suresh Chandra Das pointed out that the people of 
Sylhet were definitely against the move for a High Court, while Rai Bahadur 
Eeramha Prasai Barua held that provincial autonomy ceased to have any meaning 
without a High Court. 

Mr, H, P. Gray (European Planters’ reprosontative) supported the motion. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bhattaoharya said that as both tho Assam Valley and the 
Surma Valley people were clamouring for tho separation of Sylhet from Assam it 
would be premature to discuss tho question. 

After Sir Mohamed Saadullah had replied, the motion was put to tho vote and 
carried by a majority. 

Members’ iMonmiBNTS Bill 

The motion for the oonsidoration of the Members’ Emoluments Bill, also moved 
by the Premier, was carried by 7 votes to 4. Four members remained neutral 

The Bill provides fur giving Rs. 100 a monfh as salary to a member of both 
Houses of the Leglslatuio, lu adtlitiou to travelling allowances. 

The Bill, it will be remembered, was passed by tho Lower House, but the salary 
clause was turned down by the Council The Bill was* again passed by the Assembly. 
The Council was then prorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Punjab Assembly 

January Session— Lahore — 10th. January to ^^8th. January 1938 

Change op Draft -Rules 

The Punjab Legislative Assembly, which bad been specially summoned to discuss 
the draft rules of procedure of the House, began its ten-day’s session at Lahore on 

the 10th. January 1938. 

The House disposed of four of the 20 adjournment motions tabled by tho Congress 
Party, Four motions were disallowed by the Speaker^ while the fifth which 
referred to “a raid” by a police party at Katani, Amritsar district in November last, 
was admitted for discussion at a later stage. 

The draft rules of procedure of the House were then introduced and 13 out of 
the 149 clauses were disposed of during the day, tho Opposition amendments being 
withdrawn or rejected. The House was divided in regard to two amendments. Mr. 
Monilal Kalia'a amendment which was rejected by 7G votes to 41, demanded that on 
notice being given at question time, the assout of 30 members should be sufficient to 
discuss a matter of urgent iraportanco in tho House on any day for half an hour. 
The rule laid down that the majority of members present should dcoKie tho question. 

The second araondraent which was defeated by 71 to 30, wanted at least 25 per 
cent of the number of sittings to bo set apart for non-ofTici.il business. The Govern- 
ment spokesman said that no such rules were necessary. When there was no pre- 
ssure of Government business the 'above practice had been adhered to. 

Police Raid in Katani 

11th. JANUARY Tho Government won their third victory lo-day when Lala 
Dunichand's adjournment motion on the police raid in iCataui .village near Amritsar 
in November last was defeated by 79 votes to 31. 

Lala Dunichand ((Jongress) in the course of his speech declared that the whole 
population of the village was Congross-mindod and ‘'the only object of the raid was 
to terrify Congressmen.” 

Mir Maqhool Malmood^ Parliamentary Secretary, said that Katani was the worst 
village in respect of crime in the whole district and tho Government was compelled 
to organise a campaign of raids and the raid on Novorabor 29 was one of a hmidrod 
raids carried out during two months last year. During the particular raid, Mr. 
Mahmood said, the houses of only three persons were suarchod. Tho police party 
which was beaded by a gazetted officer consisted of Hindus, Sikhs, Moslems and 
Europeans and from such a body nobody could expect any form of tyranny. 

Sardar Tljjal Singh Parliaraonlary Hucrotary, contradicting the staiemont raado 
by Srmaihi HnghUr Knar that women wore taken out from their houses and beaten 
by the police said that tho Deputy Commissioner who made an inquiry into tho 
incident was satisfied that tho allegations eontainod in the motion were baseless. 
Concluding, he said that under the changed circumstances the public should revise 
their attitude towards the police. 

Another adjournment motion was admitted to-day and it was agreed that it should 
be discussed on Thursday. The motion was sponsored by Mr. Sohan Bhigh JmhAo 
discuss “the failure of the Government to givo relief to peasants of about seven 
villages of tho Amritsar district where crops of paddy cotton and maize had boon 
damaged by hailstorm and tho Oov<*nimont had exacted full revenue from them.’' 

The Speaker announood that apart from the 15 adjournment motions left over 
from yesterday, he had received notices of 20 more adjornraont motions, Boveral 
motions for adjournmont wore then disallowed. 

Blow progress was made with tho disposal of rulos of procedure to-day. Only 
five clauses were passed with minor amendments. 

Belief to Peasants in Amritsar District 

ISifc. JANUARY Jfn Bohan Singh Josh’s adjournment motion on ‘the failure 
of Government to give relief to peasants*’ of seven villages in the Amritsar district 
whet© crops had been damaged by hailstorm was rojeceu to-day by 86 votes to 3?* 
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Sir Sundersingh Majithia opposin" tho motion said that tho total area sown ia 
those villaj^o was 3,025 aen^s, ami of that tho hailsiorni hmi damacfo-l 170 aores. Tho 
total revenue derived from the damaGr*»fl ar^a wns R«!. 5,155 and the (4overnm(*nt on 
learning of the damiicje had remitted Rs. 3J7. The Govenirneiit, he sa’d, had already 
given about Rs. 13 lakhs in t.\kavi leans Hs. 7 lakhs by way of remissions and 
suspension of land revenue to the extent of Rs. 13 lakhs. 

Mr. Pariab Singk^ supporting the motion, described the hardship of the peasants 
in the affected arcs. 

Rnja Qh(niznnff trail Kkan^ parliamentary seoroHi-y, opposing tlni motion appnab^d 
to the mover to withdraw the motion in view of the faet tint the Goviummeiit had 
already helped the ryots liy granting adequate remissiMtis in land rev^muo. Heferriug 
to the preffM-ential t’eatment to rim Unionist ooni^ln uejnjio^ afi a!l'*g“d hy Mr. Josh 
he said that if tho Govonimont had he**n hheral m snoh eonstitpenoies it could ho 
claimed that they had heo.ii liberal all ovni’ the in-ovimie hji* th'To were a h-w rund 
coDStitnoncios whicli wore not represcnfud hy the IJniouisrs. 

Chowdhari Kartar ^ingh (Congress) asserte.i that' the GfA'erument's treatment 
of the non-Unionist. areas was step-mothorly and added that an inquiry should hu 
held into tho matter. 


CUANUiE OF BkaI T KuIXS 

Only one clause of the draft rules regulating the proc'odure and conduot of 
business of the House was disposed of to-day. An amendment to tfn^ definition of a 
question moved hy Lain Duniehund ((kmgreH'i) in order to retain the oxinting 
privilege of requesting the Government take ae.tion” on tho suggesliou cotilainod 
therein was defeated by 87 votes to 29. 


AD.TOtTniVMKNr Motions Uiscussr.n 

14t!i. JANUARY Roferonco to the largo nutnher of adjournmont motions 
which had been figuring everyday on the agenda and hamperi'd the, htisiness of tho 
JTonse, was made by ChaudhuH Sir Hahnh-nd-!iiru Speaker, ai to-day^s mooting 
of the Assembly. Tho Speaker sought the he^p of the members for fiiiding a way 
out of this diffioulty. 

The Speaker quoted Stalling Onlers and r/oiuted out that while Ceclinicallv the 
motion received half an hour before the uitting of thi^ Heu-se would he in order, it 
was necessary to nraphaHizt^ that the matter must he lienaito, urgent ami of imhlht 
importance. He particularly laid stress on hidng urgent which clearly tliev 

could not be \vheu notices of .such motions wore given days and avm W(‘eks ahmuL 
la this ooimexion he referreil to the procmiuve in tho House of (lommoiia and 
added that ho was unable to find any prcccthmi to guide him jn this matter, 

1)r, Sopichand Bhargam, Leader of tho Opposition, said that m a way out of 
tho immediate difhenity, tho t)pposition would he ready to givt^ up a inimhor of 
adjearnment motions sisieoting only a few which they wantml to lio discussed. Even- 
tuaily it was agreed that the matter would be conHidenxi by tho Bi>oakor in coimulta- 
tion with tho Opposition Loader and tho Leader of the Huuso. 

The House then took up fivo adjournment motions Holocted hy tho Opposition 
Loader and two olhnrs out of tho 1« on the agenda with tho exception of two, on 
the recent hungor-siriko by peUtioal prisoners in tho Ihmjab jails ; the rest wore 
rojcct(‘d or withdrawn. By agreement with the Oevernment, tho Opposition did not 
iiowcver, move tho above two motions but deoided to bring them up as substantive 
resolutions later. 

The AsHombly discussed Mr, lUH adjournment motion regarding the 

lorrj drivers strike on Now Years Day roaumng m comploto dislocation of traffic. 
Tho motion was rejected by 83 votes to The House then adjourned till Monday, 


SnFpnnMamnY Demands 

17fch. JANUARY :—The^ supplementary demands for grants for 1037-38 were 
passod tO"duy. The Opposition members had tabled a large number of out motions 
Many of those were ruled out of order while others were defeated. 

The House dijidod on Mr. Bari Swg}d» motion reducing the item of Its, 15,100 
under the head *‘}aud revenue committee” to criticize the terms of reference to the 

H 36. The rest of tho demands were 

passed, gudlotme having boon applied. 
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EndowJiIent for Babshahi Mosque 

IStb. JANUARY After a debate lasting? for over three hours, the Assembly 
unanimously passed a resolution moved by the Premier, Sir SiJcandar Byat Khan 
approvinj? the proposal to raisinj? an endowment fund for repairs and mainlenance 
of the Badshabi Mosque, Lahore. The resolution also recommended that the 
Government should, if necessary, undertake legislation for the imposition of a cess of 
one pice per rupeo on all land revenue paid by Moslems in the Punjab for not more 
than two harvests. 

Keplying to the debate the Premier said that it was a religious matter and tlie 
poor Moslem peasants would be happy to contribute their share. Tho Premier then 
referred to the machinery for the administration of tho fund. Sir Sikandar Byat 
Khan said that Rs. 11 lakhs wore needed for tho purpose and the Government of 
India had promised Hs. 2 lakhs on condition that tho balance was foithcoming and 
the Endowment Fund thus set up would be managed by a special committee under 
a Moslem Minister of tho provinoo. lie announced that the Nizam of Hyderabad 
had promised Rs. Z lakhs. 

Exemption of Aoricultural Income 

20th. JANUARY -Congress members staged ''a walk-out to-day following their 
inability to apply the closure to the discussion of a resolution moved by a member 
of the Ministerial Party which was generally accepted by the House. 

The resolution, which sought that a certain proportion of the agricultuilsts income 
be declared exempt from attachment in the execution of decrees, had boon discussed 
for an hour revealing unanimity of opinion regarding its acceptability. 

Congress members desired closure of the discussion in order to discuss the next 
resolution standing in the name of a Congress member recommonding to tho Govern- 
ment to discontinue the practice of nominating members to municipal and district 
Boards. 

Tho Deputy Speaker who was presiding directed a division on the motion which 
the Congress Members did not want resulting in the closure motion being rejected. 
Only the Ministerial Party took part in tho voting, 

2Ut JANUARY The Assembly had a lively sitting to-day. The House divided 
on ten occasions, and a mistake in the procodur© committed by tho Deputy Speaker 
(Sardar Basaundka Singh)^ was later corrected by tho House. With the exception 
of one Bill, nine others tabled by the Opposition members wurs refused loavo of 
introduction. 

RemovaIi of Beogary 

The Deputy Speaker forgot to put the question to the House ‘wholher Lala Duni- 
chand be given leave to introduce his Bill for the Removal of Beggary in the Punjab, 
The Opposition members claimed that the mistake having been committed the Bill 
be considered as introduced, while the Premier declined to accept the position. 

The speaker (Chaudhuri Sir Sahabuddin) who, in tho meantime, had arrived, took 
the sense of the House. On a division the House deoitlod by 77 votes to 20 to correct 
the mistake. The House again divided and, by 69 votes to 30, refused leave for the 
introduction of Lala Dunichand’s Bill. 

Mir Maqbool Mahmood^ parliamentary secretary, was not allowed to move a Bill 
on the strength of an earlier ruling given by the Speaker that parliamentary secre- 
taries, being mombors of Government, could not ask questions or introduce motions, 
specially cm a non-official day. 

The only Bill introduced was Diwan OhamanlaVs Anti-Phook Bill, The House 
then, adjourned till Monday, 

Motor Traffic and Land Alienation Bills 

24th. JANUARY The House referred to the Select Committee two Government 
measures, the Motor Traffic Offence Bill and the Alienation of Land Amendment Bill. 
The former obviates the necessity of tho motorist being present or being represented 
in court by a pleader on the commission of a minor offence away from his homo 
town while the latter Bill prohibits the destroying, by digging, of land by a lessee or 
a Mortgagee. 

Rapid progress was made with the draft rules regulating the procedure of the 
House, all the 17 clauses relating to interpellations being disposed of. 
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RELEASE OF POLLTIOIL PUISOiTErH m 

Change of Drafi? Rui/es 

There was a lengfliy iliscnssioti on Uv, ff<iH HiarfWs amorrlmnn^ {vLiia^y now 
clause to iho eifoct that answers to questions sitail dirtjct^ clear, d-iinitu, and ro« 
lc7Gnt and not evasive. 

The Government opposed this on the i^rourid tavt answers wore as clear and 
direct as was possible iu the piihiio interest ani ihat it wiuM In (hifijult in pnictico 
to decide whether an answer was evasive. 

The amendment was rejected and the House adjourned . 

Release or PoLtfrcALS 

25lh. JANUARY A dehatc re-'ardiri’^ the poiii’oal prisoners 

was held to-day on the motion of Dr, Gopichtiml Bk^irijfiha^ ' rocom n'-ndini,^ to the 
Government to take offootive and immediate «ii‘ps;to cfuiiich* thi demands uf the hnnf^nr- 
strikers in the Punjab Jails and to elToct thcdr r’eleas^\ Dr. DharL>;ava said that there 
(jould be no objection to their roloaso when they lavl ‘^ivea an ib.*auMn(;e tint thev no 
longer believed in the cult of torronsm. ' ^ 

As regaids the argument that the Congress Minisfrie; hai not ndeisod t)io prlsouGrs 
yot, Dr, Bhargava said that the Oongri‘ss Ministrios had puididy dc'darud that tinw 
had no powers. But the ruuj.iii Ministers declare 1 IhiU they hiil {.]} tlrj powero (if 
an Autonomous Province. Why did they not then rei^coc Die pnsonor.i and satisfy 
the public ? Jt was no use of keeping patriots in jail-j ;\hca two M oisters of tho 
Punjab Governmont hud had a taste of jail life. lin*. informutien vyas that the pio- 
mier wanted to release them but tlv’ro %vas an iavtncihh^ pMW»*r which prrvouted 
him from taking that action. It was that power whkdi y.is incicusiiig the number 
of political prisoners in the Punjab. 

After some members from th^3 Opposition and The Tr..'aijury Dufiches had spoken 
on the motion, tho hon. Sir Sikandcr Uytit Khtm^ the PrtunhM*, rcpiioii to tile deliulo. 
Ho said that they must diiroroutiate botwueu tfinue prisoucfs who were cuuvicted of 
violence and others who wore not giuliy cf vbdtmce* 

Relating to the charges against the hmiger-striking prlHoncrs. tho Premiur said that 
some wore convicted of murders and diu^oitics and others for or'panising a body of 
bomb-traps in which two policomon wer«} killed and some of I utu" were Injurud Ho 
asked tho Uouso whether it would Im jusllfnnl in reieartirig such prisoners If Ini 
would release them, would he bo justilied in keeping holmid bars those who had com- 
mitted murders of religious huMlors aiul muiicy-huhlms V hMhrring to thesis peJiti- 
cal prisoners already released after their giving imderr4kiugs, tho iVomuir pointed out 
that some of them woro^ not fulliltiug their plod ws. Ho tciued that he might have 
to send them back to jju I if they contmuod bruukiug thion. As regards tin; siatumunfc 
or the Opposition Leudm* that thio’c was an invincible power, pieventirr' him from 
reloasing the prisoners, tho Premier said that them was not a single oasj^of obstruc- 
tion or intorforunoe by tho Governor. Thu Govcrnm'.mt conhl net show olumuiiov to 
those guilty of violon<>o. lie made it clear that tiiu assurancu given by him at the 
Bimla session of tho Assembly that fiolitioai prisoners could secure tliuir release hv 
giving an undertaking that they would not indulge in Isubversivo activities still stood* 
Oonciuding, ho qmphusisod that his would not allow aoy movemoat to 

disturb the public tranquillity. ^ w 

The motion when pul to vote was rujoctod by vates to 33. 


27tb. JANUARY :-By a majority, the AsHomhly agreed to-day that leave to mova 
motions of '‘no-conhdencu^’ m a Minister or Ministry us a whole should be grautod 
only if the motion was supnoitud by 50 meiaburs and leave to move au adjournmaut 
moDon should be grauted d the motion was Bupported by 35 mombers. The uumbar 
of Opposition memberH iu tho Assembly is 45. 

Tho oondnot of the procesHiunists, who marchea on the Assembly Chamber 
on January U m doiianco of the order under Baotion 144, Or. F. Q., tos severely 
oriticisod by the Assembly on the motion of a •Unionist member Mr. Fut&h Khan 
Ihe mover said that it was the drat shameless procession of this Jemd iu the 
Frovmoo and it was a slur on the fair name of the Puimb. ™ 

pm Promior, the hon. /jyat Kkm winding up the debate* 

♦Iff British Parliament by promulgating 

344, Or. F. 0. Hm gdevauoo was agamst fchoso who orga- 
V? it was against the Congress oreod, The 

demonstrators had rejoiced over defying a Oovernment order, Ho *^woald say that 
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they had defied not the order of the Government alone, but also the order of Mr. 
Gandhi and Mr. Nehru. Concluding, the Premier advised the students not to take 
part in such hooliganism. The motion was carried with a division. 

28tli. JANUARY The Assembly adjourned sine die to-day without passing all 
the Draft Rules regulating the procedure and business of the House. The remaiaing 
rules will he considered at the Budget session. 

Before the adjournment the House unanimously instructed the Premier to 
represent to the Government of India to amend Section 85 of the Government of 
India Act in order to enable members to speak in the House in English, 
Urdu or Panjabi. 

The Premier, the hon Sir Sikandar Byat Khan^ informed- the House that a 
representation was made some time ago to the Government of India and he promised 
to press for an early amendment. 


Budget Session— Lahore— 23rd. February to 11th. April 1938 

Mr. Ranoa’s Entry into Punjab 

The Budget session of the Assembly commenced on the 23rd. February 1938. 
After question hour. Mr. Bari Singh asked leave to move an adjournment motion 
to discuss an order xocently on Prolessor Eanga, a member of the Central Assembly 
and President of the All India Kisan Committee prohibiting his entry without permi- 
ssiou into the Punjab for one year. The Speaker allowed the motion and fixed its 
discussion for the next day. 

The House then discussed the draft rules of procedure and 15 of these were 
passed, all the Congress amendments being defeated. 

24th. FEBRUARY After two hours’ discussion the Assembly to-day rejected by 
61 voles to 22, Mr. Bari Singh's adjournment motion criticizing the order prohibiting 
the entry without permission of Professor Ranga. Mr. Hari Singh (Congress) in 
criticizing the Government action, held the order to be unjustifiable. 

The Premier^ in opposing the motion, said that he was unable to divulge the 
reasons on the floor of the House which would explain why he had agreed to an 
order against Prof. Rauga’s entry ^ into the province. He was not sure whether 
Mi*. Eanga himself knew that certain organizations in the province had arranged to 
hold meetings for accentuating mass feeling where they wanted Mr. Ranga to speak. 
It was to stop holding of these meetings that his entry to the province was banned. 
Any movement which was designed to overthrow the society by violent action was, 
said the Premier, to bejopposed. 

Adjournmeni Motions Discussed 

Pour other adjournment motions were tabled, of which two fell through lack of 
support while two others standing in the names of Lala Dunichand and Begum 
Rashida Latif were ruled out of order. Begum Latif’s motion sought to discuss the 
satyagraha that is being oJfiered by Moslems in connexion with the Shahidganj 
dispute. 

Lala Lunickand (Congress) read out his motion over the crisis created over the 
release of political prisoners. The mover held that the crisis had affected every part 
of the country especially the Punjab where several prisoners were yet to be released. 
The motion was disallowed by the Speaker. 

Financial Statement for 1938-39 

l*t. MARCH The sound state of the Punjab’s finances, with an estimated 
surplus of over Rs, 60 lakhs, to which must be added the Government of India 
contribution of Rs. 11 lakhs, was revealed by the Hon. Mr, Manohar Lal^ Finance 
Minister when he introduced the Budget for 1938-39 to-day. 

The surplus was the more creditable in that exceptional expenditure had to be 
met consequent upon the introduction by the Ministry of the reforms, which could 
not be included in the Budget last year. 

Referring to the situation which faced Mm at the close of the year 1936-37 
the MiBtor said ; 
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‘‘At tliG time when tbo Budget was prosuntod in Juao last year, ''tlio year had 
already closed but the Giial accounts had not been made up and only revised figures 
were available. In the Budget for the year Revenue rocoipls had been estimated 
at Es. 10,44,20,000 and rovonuo exponditure at Rs. 10,00,58,000 sliowing a deficit of a 
little OYGT Rs. IC and one-third lakhs. But tlio year’s working proved favourable 
and the revised figures showed an improvement of Rs. 42 and one-third lakhs in 
revenue receipts while revenue expoudiluro increased only by a litflu over throe 
lakhs— a total not improvement of 39 and ono-fcurtli lahks— covering a budgeted 
deficit of Bs, 10 and one-third lakhs into a surplus of Rs. 23 lakhs, 

‘When the Government realized a couplo of months ago”, the Finance Mintsior 
later remarked “that -a suhslantial surplus was likely to emerge thougli nothing 
like the present figure could thou bo In vi^nv of tiro esrimufes, have iraj^roved literally 
from fortnight to fortnight— it began soriously to {r<amine the bo it m/dhoii of dealing 
with the surplus. The plan is the simple one of couvu’ring miurly the whole of tbo 
estimated suifrius of Bs. 61 lakhs, composed of our reyonuo surplus of UN. 50 laklis 
and the Govoriiment of India eontributifui of H-t. 11. OJ lakhs into a Sfrceial Fund 
available for use and at our d{s[rnsal in the future. 11 endurable members have no 
doubt remarked that a sappl(3mi3ntary estimate for tin,* (srMtion of this Fiiinl has 
already boon presented to tbo Assembly. The object ud this Fund is the frrosecuUon 
of an mtonsive policy of devoiepmoat and reeoastrueUon all along tlio line mainly 
in rural areas. 

The amount to bo devoted to the special Fund would be Bs, 55 lakhs. The 
whole of the revised surplus would have been uut* i, wum it not for the fact that 
the full optimism of that estimate might not bo realized. The net surplus shown was 
therefore Hs. 6,24 lakhs. 

J^ointing out that, unlike last year when oxpondituro auihorizod for four 
months by the Governor under the Transitory Provi.iionu Order, for the preueut 
Budget the Ministry was wholly respoiiHible, t.hu Minister said. 

The estimates for 1938-39 are rovonuo receipts Rs. 11,41,56,000, rovonuo 
oxpoadituro Bs. 11,38,42',000. 

SupiUiii.\ii5XTA av Dr, 

2nd. MARCH :-*-“ff the Congress is n non-commmial iiody it should cemi? forward 
to solve the 8hahidgaaj probhun. My sorvi«n*s will tie at its di;;posah” This state* 
ment was made by Bir Sikandar lUiyat Kkm^ the Premior to-day, replying to 
criticisms on the provision for additional polbio in the .suppbummtary e.dirrmtes. 

Sir Bikaudar said lliat the employment of additional fedice was «iuo to Iht) oxisUmcc 
of communal tension. In every session he hud afiptuiled to the Ifouse as well as 
the public to help the Government in improving the communal atinusfduire so that 
the additional police force coubl lie dispensed with, but there had boon no sigas of 
improvement. Even now the Bbahidgunj agitation was <ientiriuing. Thu Premier, 
ooutimiing, said that those who liad aroused the feelings of fchu Moslem public were 
rosponsiblo for the communal tension to-day. 

Dr, M, Alam profosiod against the remark and the Premier said that It appeared 
to be a case of guilty oonsoionco. The Hpuaker askud Sir Bikundor ilyat Khau to 
withdraw the remark which the latted did. 

VoTixo ox BornaicT Dmmm 

Toting on demands for grants was thou taken up and 40 out of 20 demands wore 
aooeptod, many of thorn without any opposition. About a score of cut motions had 
been tabled, but all excepting those relating to the head “misocllanooua,"* wore ruled 
out of order. 

3rd. MARCH DihoussIou was rosumod to-day on Mr. Mohammad Ttassan*^ 
token cut motion Booking to redueo the item of 8,JKK) on account of durbar 
charges by Rs* 100* 

Several members participled In the debate amidst froguoat Interruptions by the 
Speaker who warned members against repetition. 

The Premier^ winding up the discussion, said that, If calculated tho amount of 
money spent In discussing a small supplemoatary grant, would bo found to be more 
than the grant itself. Mo added that it was most undignifying for members to have 
opposed this axpandituro which was iuonrred during the visit of the Viceroy to 
Lahore, especially as His Exoallenoyt being the represoutatlvo of tlie King, had a 
direct ooimextiou with the country, and members of the House had taken the oath 
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of allegiance to the King-Emperer. 'When Opposition members did not mind spending 
money in welcoming other leaders, why did they grudge this small expenditure most 
of which had been spent in renovating the ancient durbar hall in Lahore Port ? 

Diwan Chaman Lai asked if the Premier had ever thought of spend! no* that 
money on a reception for Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Continuing, the Frmier referred to the martial traditions of the Punjab, and 
said that members who had spoken against Punjabis joining the Army, did not realize 
the feelings of the proud military people of the province. He, however, assured tho 
House that tho Durbar was not hold to give a fillip to recruitment. 

The cut motion when put before the House was lost by 90 votes to 28. 

An intoresting legal point was next raised on Mr. ITaH Sinfih\^ motion proposing 
to reduce the item of Rs. 55 lakhs on account of tlin constitution of the Special 
Development Fund by Rs. 100, 

Mr. Hari Singh's cut motion was then briefly discussed, onlv Diwan Chaman Lai 
and the Premier speaking on it, and lost. Tho gailloUue was applied to the discussion 
and tho rest of the grants were passed. 


Pbohibition Move in Pititja.b 

4*. MARCH :-^0 resoMon moTed by Raja Farman AU m>nn rBOommonding 
to the Government that prohibition be introdncod in five districts of the provinoe 
on the experimental basis was passed by the Assembly to-day. 

^ Mt\ Manilal Kalia, a Congress member moved an araondmont to the effect that 
immediate steps be taken to introduce prohibition on an experimental basis, in all 
one important district in each of the five divisions of tho province, that the sale of 
liquor be prohibited ; that licenses, if granted, bo cancelled or not renewed in any 
villaga or town where the residents objected to tho coniinuanoo or opening of liquor 
shops ; and that a province- wide temperance movement he started. ^ ° * 

Members from all sections of tho House spoke in favour of prohibition on economic, 
moral and humanitarian grounds. Members of the Ofiposilion accused the Govern- 
ment of deliberately delaying the introduction of prohibition at a time when the 
Congress Goyernmenis had already tj^en steps in that direction and had succeeded. 

Ihe Fremier, Stkander Hyat Khan, ridiculed tho prohibition now in force in 
Madras which ijermitted the tapping of toddy trees. 

^ Sir Sundersingh MajitUa, Minister for Excise, said that the Govornmont's policy 
m the matter of prohibition was the same as that of tho Oovernment of India. In 
order to enforce complete prolnbition they would have to part with nearly one- 
eleventh of their total revenue. Tho Local Option Bill had been applied to 46 dis- 
tricts which were at liberty to go dry. Concluding, Sir Sundersingh said that tho 
Government had under consideration proposals enforcing prohibition in one district, 
and of slowly extending it to other districts. 

Mr. Kalia's amendment was lost by 35 to 89 votes, and the original resolution was 
passed. 


7th. MARCH : — Political, social and eoonomio problems of tho Puniab were dls-* 
cussed to-day. Mr. &opiohani Shargava, leader of the Opposition, said that tho econo- 
mic condition of tlie zamindars had not improved ; nevertheless, tho Government 
had pamtod a brigM pjotnre of tho agriculturist in order to avoid a reduction in 
land revenue, The Punjab Government did not believe in tho Indianization, for the 
post of Yioe-Chanoellor of the University had recently beon filled by a European, 

Mr. Abdul Eave, Minister of Education, intervening, pointed out that the post was 
not filled bjr the Punjab Government. It did not lie in their power. 

Continuing, Mr. BWoana said I hat the Ks 50 lakhs, whioh had been utilized as 
a development fund, would be “oaten away by travolling allowances.” He critioizod 
the Government s polioy m the matter of releasing political prisoners and declared 
that in the Punjab there had been no change in the system of government. 


8*. MARCH thorough overhaul of the Government maohinorv in order to 
effect an all-round improvoment was suggosted^by Fir Akbnr AM, a Unionist, to-dav. 
He warned the Oovornmont that if they did not wako up tho Congress would 
capture power. Congress opinion was voiced by Lala Dmichand who said the Budget 
&d not contain any proposals for improvement in any dirootion. Khwaja aimUm 
Hwaamn, an ihrar member, congratulating tho Finance Minister ‘on the Budget 
suggested that special development fund should bo devoted towards romoving illiteaov. 
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Sardar Hari Singh (Oongross) said that out of a budgot of Rn. 11 orores, a sum 
of about Rs. 2 erores was iion-votabJt^ Ho waati’d to know wlioHior the Punjab 
GoTernment bad protostod againt this provision in ilio Government of India Act. 

Mr. Fazal Ellnki (Unionist] congratulated tho Finance Mmistor on presenting a 
balanced budget Ho said that the Guyornmont had worked a miraolo in a short 
period. 

Mr. Kabul Singh (Congress) opposed tho proposal to spend two lakhs of rupees 
for the construction of rosidencos for Ministors. IFo wanted that more money should 
be spent for tho welfare of peasants. 

PBfMAuy Educatiox Btlo 

10th, MARCH :*-Aftor a full <3av"s dehalo lo-dfu 1 ho Ass* *mb[y referred tho Punjab 
Primary Education P>il] to a stdoct conimiffo>f. Mr. Ahdul Haye, Minister for 
Education, moving the Bill, said the 1019 Act Imd nol proved very sueonssful. The 
compulsion had boiui nominal. Thtjru had been very f<iw prosooutiuiis and the punish- 
mont negligible. Tlie projiosod measure sought to make girl;>* education also compul- 
sory, empowering the Oovoriimfuit to emnped local hodi'is to impose taxation for 
compulsory oducaTion, and in those areas, where eomfiulsimi had not boon introduced, 
to compel a boy, if onoo sent voluntarily by parents to s<!iif)ol, to complcio primary 
education and to extend the ])criocl of conifjulsion tj five yf^ars, 

Sardar Kapoor Singh moved an amendment that the Bill bo (dronlatod. ITn and 
several Opposition members argued that tho Hill coniaiuod taxation proposals and 
sought to coerce parents into sliding tlieir d.'iughtcrs to school at an age when or‘ii* 
narily strict purdah was ohsorv(‘d in (jortain communities. TIxe amomlmcnt Wfv; 
withdrawn. The House tlien adjourned till March 1*1. 

MiTOTKn.s’ Tour 

14th. MARCH Tho allegation that tho Minhitors were sent on fhoir tour of 
villages not for improving the Administration hut for doing propaganda for the 
Unionist Party was made by Dr. Mahomed who moved a cut motion to tlio 

demand under Uenoral Administration. 

Ohaudhri lUasat opposing tho motion, pointed out that the Punjab Oovorn- 
mont wore spimding the largest amount of moiu\y on the honcvolout dopartmoufs as 
compared with otluo* JVovincfis. 

Mr, ffarilnh (^oiigrcus inombor, said that no Administration, least of all, the Punjab 
Government, would demooral;is«^ itHoH when tin? Judi<;iary was Buhordinate to tho 
Executive. Discussion was jn’ocooding when the House adjoariitjd till March 16. 

BirAinnraTK.rK MctBQtrK HRSToitATiox Brnn 

^ 16ih. MARCH A dnimulic statement was made to-day by tho hon. Sir 
Bikander Ilyat Khan^ Prime Minister, f.liafe tho Punjab Caliinefc* was pn^parijd 
to tender its resignation if tho verdict *of tho Houso went against it ou tlio Bliahid'- 
ganj issue. This was follow<Ml hy tho Ifouso rofa.sing loavo for tho introduction of 
the motion of “no oonfidonco” iu tin? Ministry, sought to ho moved by tlie Opposition 
member, Klmaja Qhulam Humiin* 

^ The Prime Minister ^announned that In Hio intorosls of tJio Provinoo as well as in tho 
interests of tho Muslims of otb(»r Provinces, tlio Ministry had ndvisod |,L R tho Gov** 
ornor of tho Punjab against giving sanelion to tho introduction of Malik Barfcaft AlPs 
Bill seeking mter uUa tho restoratiou of iJm site of the Bhnhidgunj xmmm to Muslim 
and tho protection of such mosques. Tho Pnfmier, in tho course of his statemont, 
said that the Bill raised constitutional and other issues o! a far-roaohing character. 
U tho Ooyeruor woro to give his sanction for the introduction of sueH a measure 
hero (Punjab), it would provolco similar Bills in those ProvineeK whore non-Musiims 
wore m a majority for the ro.storation of many historic and important places of 
worship, originally belonging to them. Tho dovieo proposed by MaiOc Barkat Ali was 
not going to Tcstoro Hhahidgunj to the Muslims. It would only incroaso tho bittarnoas 
and romovo for n\I time the prospoot of an amicable sottlemeni It was with those 
pouBmerationB that the Ministry had tondored advice to the Governor to with- 
hold. sanction for the introduction of the Bill. Sir Sikander oontinucds ‘‘Novertholesi, 
m View of the spevtial circumstaiKum in this case, my colloaguos aro prepared to abide 
by the verdict of the House in this issue. The Cabinet m a whole Is ready to ionder 
xtsresiguatioa if the verdiot pf^tho House went agaimt it. Wo ar© even ready to 
resign if the verdict of a majority of the Muslim members disapprovos of our action* 
If onr, resignation oould restore the Shahidgun| mospo to Muslims wo are prepared 
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to resign.” The Premier appealed to his Sith friends io 'reconsider the whole situa- 
tioD, remarking that the reasonable attitude taken over this Hill by the accredited 
representatiyes of the Muslim community who constituted tho majority in the Legis- 
lature called for a reciprocal gesture from Iheir (Sikhs’) sido. Ho assured the House 
that failing mutual agreement in tho Shahidguuj dispute by tho parties concerned, the 
present Government would not fail to exhaust all the constitutional avenues open to 
them to find a satisfactory and just solution of this problem. Tho Premier announced 
that the Goveinmeiit had under consideration means to ensure the duo protection of 
all places of worship, so that a repetition of the incidents like Sliahidgunj would be 
impossible in future. To this end, it was proposed to appoint a small informal com- 
mittee of members of the House to adviso the Government with regard to the pro- 
posals for legislation. In conclusion, the Prime Minister appoalod to all patiiotio 
persons to help the Government to find a solution of tho probloin. 


The Fateuwal Incident 


Discussion on the adjournment motion moved by Mian Iflikaruddin, Secretary 
of the Congress Party, on the “failure of the Police to maintain order at the pub ho 
meeting at Fatehwal near Amritsar on Runday last and to protect tho lives of tho 
people assembled there, although due notice had been given to the police of impending 
truole”, gave raise to such confusion that tho Rpoakor had to adjourn the House be- 
fore a verdict was obtained on the motion. Stormy scones marked tho course of 


the debate. . , , , . „ , 

Sardar Sohan Singh Josh, Socialist,^ declined ^ to withdraw certain allegations he 
had made against a member of tho Unionist (Ministerial) Party and was expelled 
from the House. . i i. j 

Eepiying to the debate, the Premier, tho bon. Sir Sihander Hyat Khan, stated 
that the Police had not been sent to tho village owing to police preoccupations with 
the Mohurram and also as trouble was not anticipated by tho Government. Tho Premier 
requested the Leader of the Opposition to see that those Congressmen, who partici- 
pated in the disturbances and were responsible for tho murder of two men, wore 
ostracised from the party. Tho Premier went on to say that 90 per cent of Ihe^ bad- 
mashes had become four anna members of the Congress.^ Tlio statement ^ occasioned 
such an up-roar that the Speaker was unable to maintain order and adjourned the 
House, saying ‘‘L cannot allow disorder’*, „ „ , . t 

Sometime after the Assembly dispersed the Chamber bell called in tho members 
again* 

The House was half empty when the Speaker said that ho had sent for tho mem- 
bers to take a final opportunity as the Speaker of tho House io address thorn as ho 
was not prepared to continue as Speaker when the dignity of the Chair was not 
being maintained. He said that whether a person was a thief or a dacoit, he was at 
liberty to join any political party. Whore, then, wp the cause for creating an uproar 
on the utterenoe of such words as the Premier said.^ 

The Premier, Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, explaining, said that ho had boon mis- 
understood. He did not moau when he said that 90 per cent of badmashes had joined 
the Congress, that 90 per cent of Congress members wore badmashes. 


Dewan Chamanlal declared that the Premier had mado an uncalled-for attack 
on the Congress and if he did not withdraw those words, the Opposition members 
would not participate in the proceedings and, thereafter, he with tho Opposition 
members walkod-out. 

Tho Sveaker said that ho had no other alternative but to resign. 

The Preynier assured him that, so far as tho Ministerial Party was oonoernod, ho 
could expect from it the fullest co-operation. 

The adjournment motion of Mian Iftikharuddin^ which viras tlie cause tho oaruor 
uproar In tho House, was rejected unanimously. 


Yotino on Budoet Demands (Contd.) 

ISih, MARCH A vow to eschew every item of tho “rich man’s” menu, and 
to live only on tho diet of the poor was taken by a member to-day during a dobaio 
on the demend for grants on general administration. 

The member, Mr. S. P. Swgka, who represented tho Indian Christian community 
in the Assembly, took the vow when he was voicing the grievanoos of certain Chris- 
tian oooupanoy tenants of the Montgomery district on wliom. he alleged, a Maikana 
tix had been levied which, Mr. Singha said, was operating |harsbly on them# After 
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appealing to tlio Revenue Minister to remove the gri(‘vanee Mr. Singha said : 1 am 
in deadly earnest. I shall not rest until this moial in 3 u>ticti to humanity \s removed 
and lest I falter or grow careless, I tahe a solemn \nw on the floor of this House 
that I shall not taste the lioh man’s food ami shall live on the simple diet of the 
villager until I have suocoedod in gelting tlie tax rumovcil.” 

24th. MARCH The need for an expert industrial survey of iliG Province and 
the ioculoatioiJ of a national outlook in industry, supported by the principle of 
Swadeshi in all its aspects, was stiesse-l hy several speakers at to-day’s debate wlnm 
the demanl for a grant of Rs. 20 lakhs fur th j Ii'fhisi in^s Dt‘nartmor,i was dis<*,U'^S('(], 

The mover of a cut motiotij Rai Bahadur Mtikundlfil Piui in^dniained that the 
snocess of the industrialisation depended on the standard of hving of Iht^ rural 
3 )opu]ation, but he regroUed that the Induidries Department wns uulitdpful to a 
degree. 

Choudhury Tikaram, Parlianioiitary t^eeshdary, emphfirtiSMd that the provlons 
spoakors had fiiilcMl to take into aftconul tlm (lovornmiiut’s g.-neroas a[>porticnments 
for ovory industry as well as their provuiun of i**ehnieal and whnle-Uiae exports 
for such* indufjtrios, as textile weaving, hosi(‘ry, tanning jind dyeing. There was 
tho Industrial Research Laboratory and spooial arrangennod > had i)een made to 
guarantee a minimum return ou outlay in ail approved trails. A ^’peoial Dovflop- 
meut Fund had also boon established and everything possible vvas being done, eal- 
ottlatod to satisfy all except thoso who oxpoctud a new heaven and an (jarth within 
one year. 

25ih. MARCH:— Tho debate on tho cut mothm to th,c demand inidur tho grant 
for tho Industries Dopartnnmt conoludod to-day after the Minister for Dovolopmont, 
tho hon. Chdudhiiri iiir Chnitu Ham had loplied to tlie dehali^ Thti cut motion was 
lost by 74 votoH to 23. 

To-day’s speakers mostly dealt with the general aspect of indu.drlaHsation and 
the debate was oiilivomid only by the n^plv of the Dm e.iopmnU Tluj 

latter gave oopius llguinjs botli about tho i^mijab and tluj tjnhed Provincen and 
demonstrated that tho Punjab was speiiiling a higlier |HU‘e<mtage of its rmuncial 
rovenu(‘S on industries than the neighbouring pn>v?nees. Tho Punjab was also 
spending more ptu* head of the po|mleUoa than United PnAdnees. Everything 
pOHsihlo'wus l)eing done within the^ Finaiudal rosourof.n of tho ptvAdmu* to prosrtotu 
both tho spirit as well as the prautieal side of iudiiHirialiftation us tho Govonimoul 
fully believed that the future oven of agricuUuro d<.‘p^hiled upon the tirosperity of 
small industries, 

Ti£k ILsfuit Riot 

28ih. March Cousidorahlo heat was tjugondfirod this evening wlum tho 
Congress Party sponsored an adjournmoiit motiou to disr.nss *hho failnre of tho 
atithorities to provtuit a ro(!urrouoo of tlio communal riot and the <50ust‘fpi(mt blood- 
shod at ITissar on March 2(3.” After a full dobate, the motion was defeated by 00 
votes to 31. 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargaoa^ Loader of Hie O(i|>osition. wlio said that lie was 
present at Hissar on tho day of the rioting, stated that bis party was net trying 
to make political capital out of tho ituddout but wished that ofrlcials, if tludr nogli- 
gonco was proved, should ho puniKlmd regardloBS of their position and party atHiiation. 

Tho Promier, the lion. Hir Sikaudar Ityai Khan^ in Ids reply, assured tho 
House that if on invostigatinti, any o01cial was found guilty of nrgligertcn, they 
would bo severely puniKh»‘d. Referring to the criticisms about Hie Unity Couferonoo 
summoned hy hirn,^ tho Ibdnui Minister said that if ho had summoned communaltsts 
to the coaferenoe, it was hocanHo every side had to ho heard. Tho IVemior added 
that tlio danger to the Provinoo was not so much from those who wore open 
communalishs. boe^auso tlioy could bo doalt with without any diffioulty, but from 
those pseudo-naiionalists, who wero creating communal trouble from behind the 
scenes while having tlio words of nationalism on their lips. 

29tli. MARCH The guillotiuo was applied and the Assembly passed to-day 81 
ucmmds for grants, amounting to Kb. 10 and a half ororcs. 

The Fromior, the hon. Sir Bikandar Myat Kharii spoaking ou tho Laud Rtmmuo 
domana, pointed out that iu the Punjab 80 per cent of Zamindars paid land revonue 
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below Rs. 10. If the Government would rodiioo tho land revenue by 50 per cent, 
zamindars would not p;et more than five pice per head per month. That relief, ho 
said, was negligible and besides there would bo a gieat loss to tho Oovernmout 
Genuine relief could be given to zunindars by raising the ))rice of commodities. 
This would be done by enacting a Marketing Bill. The Premier oaloiiluted that by 
raising the price by two annas per maund of agricultural produce, there would be 
seven crores of additional income to zamindars of the Province. 

Sedition Law Repealing' Bill 

1st APRIL There wore about a dozen non-official Bills on tho agenda. One 
of these was Lala Duni Chand's repealing the law of sedition. 

The Premier, Sir SiJcandar Ilyai Khan, opposing tho Bill, said that ho wished 
that there was no need for a sedition law, but the position in the Punjab was quite 
different. He assured the House that ho would not use tlie powor unless it was 
f found absolutely necessary to do so. During tho last twelve months, ho had reooiveil 
recommendations for prooneding against about two dozen individuals, but had taken 
action against only one person. The Bill was, thereupon, thrown out. 

Anti-Phooka Bill 

The Assembly next passed tho motion for ciroulating Diwan Chaman LaVs 
Anti-Phooka Bill for eliciting public opinion. Wlion tho House mot to-day for 
discussion for the first time in this session* of non-official Bills, Diwan Ohaman Lai 
moved that the Anti-Phooka Bill be reforrod to a Select Committee, 

Lala Qopal Das, member of the Ministerial Party, moved that the Bill be 
circulated for public opinion. Ho said that Punjab should wait to see tho form in 
which such a Bill was passed by the Central Assembly, Aftor the Bill was' passed, 
they could make necessary improveraenis in Diwan Chaman Lafs Bill. 

Tho motion was supported by Raja Narendranatk and passed by 87 votes to 33. 
Tho House thou adjourned. 

Muslim Wakes Bill 

4tli. APRIL The Assembly without much disoussion carried the motion moved 
by Mr, Maqbool Mahmood, Parliamentary Secretary, to circulate for public opinion 
bis Bill entitled tho “Muslim Wakfs Bill”. The aim of the Bill was to establish better 
control of Muslim religious endowments and to regulate the use of their incomes. 

Mr. Maqbool^ Mohmood defended his Bill but added that he was willing to accept 
an araondment in any direction in which public opinion might consider it necessary. 

Explaining the attitude of the Government, the hon. Miau Ahul Tlaye, Minister 
for Education, said that the Government would support the Bill if public opinion was 
found to bo in its favour. Special attempts would be made to ascertain the opinions 
of Ulemas. Meanwhile, tho Minister concluded, the Govornment wore not commit- 
ting themselves either way. The House then adjourned. 

UpROARIOUSiSciNES IN ASSEMBLY 

Till. APRIL : — Uproarious scenes marked tho proceedings to-day wheu tho 
Speaker had to adjourn the House two hours before time booauso of confusion and 
disorder. 

After a lively question hour, Lala Dunichand wanted to move an adjournmonfc on 
the propaganda carried on by official agencies in favour of Sardar Gnnga Singh 
against Dr. Satyapal in the Assembly by-olootion in the Bialkot coustitnonoy. 
Mr. Amjadali, Parliamentary Secretary, wanted to know if the Congress did not use 
the full Congress machinery in the Bijuor by-eloction in tho United Provinces. 

At this stage, Raja Narendra intervened to move an adjournment motion 

on Federation which was to come up before tho Assembly on the next day, Tim Lala 
maintained that ho was in possession of the House and the Raja could not interfere- 

Tho Bpeaher ruled that Lain Duniohand’s motion was out of order, as tho Govorn- 
ment had issued introductions to officials not to intorfere in the olootious and could 
do nothing more if in spite of that any Government servant worked against tho 
instructions. 

The Baja then pressed his motion when Opposition morabors, described tho motion 
as vague, frivolous and absurd. No urgency, they said, had boon ostablislied. 

Tho Framier intorvened twice to support the Raja’s ^motiouj which ha said was 
not so absurd as described by the Op|)osition. 

A voice ; “It is absurd after all ” 
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T)r, Qopichand Bhargava^ Opposition Loader, pointed out that notice o£ the re- 
solution had been received by the members on April 1. If it was urgent the Trea- 
sury Benches should have moved the adjournment earlier. 

Dewan Ckammilal said that if the Party could not make up its mind on a parti- 
cular resolution there was no reason why il should waslo the time ol the House by 
holding up its proper business. 

MaWc Barkatali submitted that the IIoiiso possessed inherent rights to adjourn 
without assigning reasons. 

The Speaker was upholding Malik Barkatali’s viewpoint when Dlwun Chamanhit 
pointed out that the Chair had twice ruled out tlio^ Baja’s nndhju and it was only on 
the Premier’s iutorvontiuu that the Chair had revLscii iis ruling. Thu Premier dos- 
cribed Dewan Chamaniars statoinuut as impudout. 

This was the signal for disorder and cunfuniou amidst uliieli Diwan Chnmanlal 
was hoard to say, “It is not a House, it is a tamnnhay Tfte Rpeakor a::ked the 
Diwan to explain what he said ujam which ho asked the SpeaKhr to address the 
Treasury Benches for explanation. Confusion and uoi.'-e increased and the Wpuakur 
abruptly ^adjournod the House 

• Fedeu^^tion » Kesolxjtio>- I d 

Sth. APRIL :~ny 09 votes to 33, the A.ssembly trxiay passed a resohitirm oppos- 
ing the present federal schomo and asking for its lovision. 

The r«'solati()ri was an amendment movt'fl by Pe* Premi^T, Sir Sihimkr ffijat 
Khan^ to a resolution by Lala Sadarshana. a (Jongies.j niembor. The Premier’s nW)- 
lution was as follows: “TJio Assembly considers that tiio Federal S(;heme formuhiteil 
in the Government of India Act J035 is unsati.sfaelory, and in view of the urgumjy 
of the problem recommends to the thivoriunciit that tlm carhoot possifdo .steps i#b 
taken radically to revise the scheme in full consultation with uli sections of the 
people concornod,” 

La:ci) Alienaton AMErtn. Ihu, 

1 Itli. APRIL The Budgtst Rossion of tlu^. Astuunbly coiioluded fo-day after 
passing tlie Alionaticu of Laud (Ameudmont) Hill and certain roles of procedure. The 
romaiumg rules have boon left for •consideration during the session. 

The i louse was then prorogmdn 
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Proceedings of the C. P. Council 

Budget Sesaion— Nagpur— Ist March to 31st. March 1938 

Financial Statement mu 3038-39 

The Budget session of the 0. P. & Berur Ijegislativc AsHemhiy commenced at 
Nagpur on the l$t March 1938. Thy Budget for 1038-39 was preNerited oit the 
next day, the 2nd. March, by the Finance Mininler, the l-lon'ble Mr. II K. Mehta, 
In doing so, the Hon. Minister said 

‘SI budget of Rh. 4 and three- fourth crores \n all loo .small for llio lu.ed.s of the 
province with a population of IG millions, hut within the time and iha rosourcos 
available to us wo have eridoavoured to miuimfso waste nnd, nsadjust. tho i>urdon of 
taxation, and maximise socdal dividend from public oxpondtturc. (Jiven better 
criticism from within and intcrforonco in the name of tho Constitution from without, 
there is no roason why wo should not face the future In a spirit of subdued 
optimism.^* * 

The Budget shows a surplus of Bs. 80,000, reooipts being Ils, 481.00 lakhs ami 
expenditure Rs. 481.18 lakhs. 

Striking a note of warning to tho friends of the Oovommont, Mr. Mshta said 
that ho noticed signs of impationoo and dissatisfaction at things not, dono to their 
appealed to them to bear with them in the difiluulhcs which wore none 
of their making. “By their Impationoo” the minister added, “they unwittingly plav 

into the hands of those who never wished well of us or of the great institution 

under whoso direction and oontrol wo havo^undortaken tho responsibility of Governarice^ 

The reTlsod estimates for 19:17-38 shows a deflolt of Rs. 8.16 lakhs instead of a 
mtall surplus of Rs. 77,000 whioli was antioipatoii, dno to an adverse seasonal fail of 

tnao on i?® I ,, ^ho flxclso revonuo estimates for 

1838-39 allows a loss of Us. 6 lakhs owing to the extension of prohibition of liquor, 

Mehta said that out of a total amount of 
m, 24.85 lakhs, Es. 30.10 lakhs roprosontod tho usual commitments, Es. 7.54 lakhs 
the usual expansion of dopartmontaf activities and Es. 6.71 lakhs for economic dove- 
iopment and improvement of rural areas which they proposed to undertake in fulOi- 
ment of the mtentjon to set aside a part of tho revenue for rural welfare. Bs* 2 lakhs 
for improvement of rural development and Ministers Vidyamandlr scheme, Es. 1.7 lakhs 
X ^ J t compulsory education in BetuI and other districts and subs- 

tantial funds had been allotted for extending medical facilities in rural areas. 

Alluding to tho spepjal rural ^reconstruction schemes, the Finance Minister stated 


provided Rs* 2 lakhs for improvement of rural commanioations, 
Es. 1 lakh for w^r supply, in add tion to Re* 4 lakhs from tho Government ol 


denioostmttOBS. Ra, 8S,000 for tho enaoar«ge- 
ment of tlmdii, Rs. 70,000 for extanaioa of aedioal relief encl Es. 36,000 for creatlog 
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50 rural uplift centres in aocordanoe with tho schomo of the All-India Village 
Industries Association, besides Es. 25,000 for an industrial survey of the province. 

Beferring to economy effected, he said that tho total saving in 1937*38 amounted 
to Es. 9-1-2 lakhs, besides Rs. 3 lakhs resulting from measures taken on tho rocom- 
mendations of the Betrenchmout Committee and possible further economies would 
yield another Rs. G lakhs. 

Mr. Mehta, proceeding, said that thoy were resorting to fresh taxation only for 
the purpose of financing the scheme of development, and claimed that tho burden of 
taxes would fall oa tho shoulders of those capable of boaring it. Ue esti- 
mated Es. 2 lakhs on account of onhancomeut of zamiuclari land revenue for 
part of the year, Bs. 3 lakhs in motor spirit lubricants tax and Bs. 2 and a half lakhs 
from employment tax. 

The Minister detailed tho land revenue and forest concessions given to the peasantry 
and said that the reraivSsion of 12 and a half por cent in rents to small holdots in 
the province would benefit nearly half the agricultural population and would cost 
Rs. 4 lakhs to tho exchequer. Tiii3 agricultural debt relief measure was at present 
under consideration. They also had adopted special moasuros to amoliorato tho con- 
dition of the aboriginal population of two and a half millions, out of a total of 16 
millions in the province by opening 36 special schools in tho courso of the next 
three years and by granting concessions in forest produce. 

Motor Taxation Bill 

After the presentation of tho budget, tho Assembly devoted tho whole day to a 
discussion of official legislative business. 

Tho hon. Br. V. B. Khare's 0 P. and Berar Motor Vehioln Fees Bill, reviving 
the 0. P. and Berar Motor Vehielos Act, 1933, which expires on March 31 next, was 
introduced, considered and passed into law, without discussion. 

Motor Spirit Taxation Bmn 

The hon. Mr. P. B. Qole's 0. P. and Berar Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation 
Bill was responsible for a prolonged debate, the Opposition attacking the measure, 
firstly, on tho ground of law, and secondly, on tho fact that a Congress Ministry, 
pledged to give relief to people, was bringing forward a measure, which would causo 
more unemployment, say the motor transport industry and create monopolies whore 
none existed. After a debate lasting over two hours, the measure was referred to 
a select committee by 62 votes to 26. 

Bill Imposino Tax on Pjromssions 

Br. E, Baghavmdra Bao, former Premier of the Central Provinces and an Ex- 
Governor led tho attack on the hon. Mr. P. B. Oole’s next Bill, wliioh sought to impose 
a tax on professions, trades, callings or employment. He contended that the Bill was 
a discriminatory legislation as tho Oovernraoat di I not tax all piusons prosecuting a 
certain profession but singled out only those who wore asseMSi^d to income-tax, lor 
the payment of an additional tax of Bs. 7 por quarter. This tax was, in effect, a 
surcharge on the income-tax and was, therefore, ultra vires of tho Legislature as 
only the Federal Governmont could impose it. The Speaker reserved his ruling. 

General Biscussion or Budoet 

3)cd. MARCH Tho House began a general discussion of the Budget to-day. Mr. 
Abdul Eazak Kha%^ deputy loader of the Opposition, criticiEod the taxation measures. 

Messrs, Bidayat AU and K, 8 . Abdul Rahman (Moslem League) complained that 
the rights of Moslems were not being adequately protected. Tho Premier^ replying, 
assured them that tho Congress Ministry would never bo unfair to any community 
or organization. The Minkstry was taking action against Congressmen, Labour spokos- 
mott, Hindus, Moslems and p<3rsons of all communities, who infringed tho law. Mem- 
bers of tlie Hindu Sahha and vSorae newspapers had also been warned, and some 
prosecutions wore under contemplation, Pandit R. 8. 8hukla^ Minister for Educa- 
tion, said that the suggestion that tho Mini.stry was trying to strengthen its hold by 
making grants to certain institutions was basehm Applicutlons of ffvo schools run 
by Congressmen had hoeu rejected. Mr. K. Mchta^ replying to tho debate, said 
that the economy committoo appointed by tho Government had not yet concluded its 
work. Its ad interim rocommondations suggesting savings to tho extent of Rs. 9 lakhs 
had boon accepted by the Governmont. The Assembly then adjourned. 
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VOTING ON BUDGET DEMANDS 
The 0. P. Berar Finance Bill 

4lh. MARCH By 65 votiis to 3G the A??RomUy ciirriod to-day tho^hon. Mr, Qole's 
motion for roforenco of his C. P. and Derar Fiiianco Bill to a Snleot Committee, 
Discussion centred on the point of order raised i)y Dr. Ragkavcndra Rao that the 
Bill was ultra vires of the Assembly siuco it vSoiight to introdiico discriminatory 
legislation. 

‘The Speaker ruled that the Bill did not impose a tax on income but aimed at 
taxing professions and hold tho samo was in order. 

Messrs G, S. Page, W. BartPU (Enropoaii), Abdul Uasaqu^^ Doputy Loader of 
the Opposition, and Rao Saheb D. D, Rajurkar, Leader of tht* Opposition, Mr. 
Pandhari Patil, all opposed the Bill stron'^ly on two grounds, that tho Bill was 
unwarranted and that tho incldunco of taxation was iriequifablt^. Tho last-named 
speaker even went to tho loiigth of cdiaracto rising the meastxio as legalised loot. 

Bao Saheb D. D, Rajurkar^ Opposition Loader, opposing the BUI protested against 
the imposition of fresh taxation which he thought was unjust and unfair to tax- 
payers who wore already hoariug the hiirdeti of .several taxes. The Coiigre.ss Govern- 
ment, instead of loducing the heavy burden, now oamo forward with fresh taxation 
measuros for which they would have to ropuit later. Ho conoUidod by voicing 
strong protest against the now tax sought to he impo.sed on professions. 

Mr. ;li. jp, Kolhe (Congro.ss) asked tho Minist'jr to ori.su ro liiafc the rural popula- 
tion was exempted from tho operation of the pr<iaont measure. lEe pleaded that tho 
agriculturists of tho province should not sulTer in oonscquencH of now taxation 
moasuros. 

Tho Revenue Minister^ replying, stroRsod that fht>y wore faxing only those wlio 
were able to boar the burden. Thorn could not !»*», reaseiuihlo objection to the Bdl 
as peasants oriiinarily remain unaffected by the proviuons of thf3 Bill. Tho House 
assented to tho Select Ooramiifceo motion but Mr. K ijurkar claimed a division, which 
resulted in tho voting as stated above. 

VoTXNO ox BTinnET [Dema.suis 

Sth. MARCH :-^Voting on Budget Demands commoncod to-day and tho Assembly 
voted the entire demand under tho koail Jails and Convict Hfdili'monts, on the motion 
of the Premier, Two token oat motions were withdrawn after 4 and a half hours* 
discussion. 

Tho quo.stion of jail reform was raised wlf.1i special rof<‘romjo fo the classification 
of politicals, anionities to prisoners and (he right of M, L. A.’s to inspect jails. Tho 
debate revealed unanimity of nou-offntial ophiioii rirganling the necessity for the 
Governmout undertaking reforms in respi'ct id Dio supply of food anti tho goiieral 
troatmoni meted out to couvict.i, specially politicals, (It is notowf/rthy tluit at preseut 
there are no politicals in this province). Uongrorw and aon-OongiUH members 
dosenhod tho <;onditions as unsatisfactory, some Congress M. L. A.’.s rueountiug 
thoir own experiences in prison di^Hng tho Civil Di.sobediimco movement five years ago. 

Tho Premier, tho hon. Dr, N, B. Kktfre, lioidarwd (hat whatever had been tho 
conditions of the past, at present the position was undoubtedly better, lie himself 
had iioon in jail and migdit have to go thoro again. There was no doubt that tho 
thousands going to jaii iu pursuance of the Congress Civil Disohodienco programme 
six years a.go had oxcreised a bonelioient ettect on the jaii administration in the 
country, lie was convinced that (ho desirad reforms would take a long time, How- 
ever, he intended to tuko up tho auestioii sliortly. Oemtinuing, the Premior said that 
he Ee t strongly that politicals sfiould be classmi soiiamtcly from ordinary convicts 
and there was no iicimI (or distinotiuu.s of any kind among politicals, (such as, A B 
and C claHsoH). lie hop«*,d to imdortakc legislation for this purpOBC, 

8th, MARCH : -Tho As4emb]y witiuwl the ^ heckling of Ministers by members 
of tho OoagM-»ss Barry, two of whom were also joined Ity Opposition members and 
there was heme angry cxcliauge of words botwuou the Premier, the llon'bio, Mr, 

B* Lhure^ aiul Mr. E, Raghavrndra Ruo* 

. Mr. JSo/*;ras (Oongrohs) asked if the Government would issno instructioim to dis- 
trict omcers that they should supply information to members of tho Assembly which 
tho latter would Bouk, in Dio same mamior as the Oovernmont supplied information to 
members on tho floor of the Assembly, 

The, Premier replied that the Govpramont did not oonsidor it necessary to issue 
such msfcruotions. 
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Mr» (Congresss) said that the 0. P. Government, when Sir Montaga 

Butler was Governor of the province, had issued a circular urging district ofhocrs to 
grant similar facilities. Why should tho present Government not issue a similar oir- 
oular, he asked. 

Dr. EaQhavendra Eao^ intervening, said the present Government was more servile 
in mentality than the Goverment of Sir Montagu Butler. 

The Premier took strong exception to the remark of Dr. Rao and urged the 
Speaker to expunge that par tie u from the proceedings. 

The Speaker said he would consider the matter, 

A volley of supplementary questions was stopped only when the Speaker refused 
to allow more questions and passed on to the next question. 

The reply of the Premier to the question whether the Government would take 
steps to get January 26 declared as a public holiday in viow of its national impor- 
tance consisted of one word, “no.” This curt reply offended some members of the 
Congress Party and they put in a series of supplementary questions. 

The Premier then held informal discussions with members of the Congress Party 
and explained the position. 

The Assembly had, so far, disposed of two demands for grants,* viz., Jails and 
Police, and the demand under Education was still under discussion when tho Houso 
adjourned. 

9ih. MARCH Dr, E, Eaghavendra Eao^ was to-dajr asked to leave the Houso 
by the the Speaker following refusal to withdraw certain remarks, made yesterday, 
to which objection had been taken by Cougress members. 

On being asked by the Speaker^ Dr, Eao said that the official report of his speech 
was correct. He still believed in what he had said yesterday. No personal attack on 
the Premier was meant. If ordered to withdraw the remarks he would do so. 

This did not satisfy tho Congress benches and the Speaker said that if he wore 
in Dr. Rao*s place he would certainly apologize ; but he could not extract an apology 
from an unwilling member. 

PoSTPONTEMENrr OF ExlilOTOOiT OF DSOJRBBS BlItL 

The hon. Afr. P. J5. 0. P. and Berar Temporary Postponement of Execution 

of Decrees Bill was, after some discussion, referrea to a Select Committee. The 
Bill was opposed by the members representing landholders and oorameroo consti- 
tuencies, who alleged that it was aimed at uprooting the money-lending class. The 
Minister stated that the fears were unfounded. 

The hon. Mr. Oole presented tho select committee’s report on the 0. P. and Berar 
Motor Spirit and Lubricant Taxation Bill. 

Estates Revenue Bile 

The House also discussed the 0. P. Revision of Land Revenue of Estates Dill, 
which evoked a storm of opposition from the zamindars. The motion for the refer- 
ence of the Bill to a select committee was still under consideration, when the Ifouso 
adjourned. 

Tub Pbouibition Bmn 

!Otk MARCH The Assembly to-day passed the Prohibition Bill amidst con- 
gratulations to the Revenue and Excise Minister, Mr. P. B. Gole from all soclions 
of the House, The Minister announced that the Act would come into force from 
April 1. Presenting the Bill as it had emerged from the Select Committee he stated 
that the prohibition policy of tho Governraeut had received tho support of all section 
of the public. 

The Rev. <7. 0, Rogers^ who was the only member to oppose the Bill when 
it was referred to tho fcJeloot Committee^ said that, although ho still considered that 
the Bill was an encroachment ou imlividtial liberty he had no desire to oppose it 
since the whole country wanted the measure. Ho promised that Ohristiaus would 
co-operate with tho Government in making a Huecess of prohibition. 

a medical man,” said the Premier (Dr. E. B, Khare), ‘T declare that liquor 
acta as a poison.* H© congratulated his colleague on tho saoooss of the measure. 

Estates Revenue Bmn (contd.) 

The 0* P, Revision of Laud Revenue of Estates Bill, introduced yesterday, evoked 
opposition from jagirdar and zamindar members as it aimed at enhancing land 
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revenue in jagirdari and zemindari villages. It was contended tLat the sanctity of 
contract had boon broken and that it was unjast to treat jagirdars and zemindars as 
ordinary citizens. Mr. Qole said that this contention was untenable and added that 
the Privy Council in a decision given in 1912 had declared that the person concerned 
were ordinary citizens. The Government wero not claiming a full share of what they 
were entitled to receive from the assets. 

The House agreed to refer the Bill to a Select Committee by GO votes to 26. 

EEDncTXON or Intebest Bill 

Mr. M. F. Shareef, Law Minister, introduced the C, P. Keduction of Interest 
(Amendment) Bill which sought to help the debtor class by further sealing down the 
rates of interest on sooured as well as uiisociired debts. The Muiister said that in 
view of the present bad times the Bill was u necessity. Describing it as a measure 
calculated to excite class war and criticizing the policy of the Guvurnrnont in in- 
troducing a series of measures during tho throo or four years to u[jroot the monoy- 
lender class, Mr. M, <?, Chitnavis (sotiih landholders) strongly rewistMd tho motion for 
a Solect Oommilteo and urged for its circulation for oli<‘.ihng public opinion. Mr. 
Qopal Das Mohia (Borar commorco) joined him and suggested that insluad of bring- 
ing forward a measure of this kind tho Provincial Oovernmtmt should raovo tho Central 
Government for a change in tho oxchango ratio. Opposition members were however 
divided on the Bill. The IIouso agreed to tho solect oommittoe motion without a 
division. 

POSTPONEMENI 01? ExJECUTTOK 01? DkOBCKH BILL 

The temporary postponement of the E.xooution of Dnenjos Bill w«ns roforrod 
to a select committee. The Bill was opposed by mr^mbns roprosonling landhulders 
and comraeroe oonstituonenes who alleged that it aimed at U(»rooiing tho monoylonditig 
class. Mr. P. B. Gole, the Minister in charge, sabl that those fears were unfounded. 
He also presented tho select committoo report on the Motor Spirit and Lubricant 
Taxation Bill. 

“Tidyi MANTwa” Bom?.UR Explain’ro 

18ih. MARCH Opposition to tho “Vidya Mnndir^’ (lomplos of learning) sehomo 
drawn up by Mr. K S, Hhukta^ Minister for Kduoation, *was voh^ed to-day whiui 
Bao Saheh Rajurker^ Loader of the OpposUiou moved a cut of Us. 1,91), 000 under the 
demand for oducafion. 

He contended that tho sohomo was impraclicubb) mid proposed tliat ouly Ks- 1,000 
should bo sot apart for experimental purposes. Ho was supported by Mr. ih H. Pago„ 
Mr. X. S. Abdni Kahaman, Khan Bahadur Mirza Uahman^Beg, and Mr. M. M. Huq, 
ivhilo Mr. V, 11. iCalajia opjiosed tho cut, 

Tho Moslem members stated that tlie namo ‘^V'idya Mandir*^ was unaccopbble to 
them as it constituted an attack on iHlamlo culture. Khun Bahadur Kahman Beg 
said tliat if the Ministry persisted in “foisting*^ flm scheme on tho MoslemH they 
would have to appeal to the Governor to oxoruiso his special responsibility for tho 
protection of the mirioritlcts. 

The Rev. G. (7. Boffers said that alihmigh ho had yet to hmrn that tho scheme had 
the blessings of the Congress ‘‘high command” or that it was considered practicable 
by educational experts, ho was in favour of giving it a chanco. 

Mr, Bhukla^ replying to tho oriticH, pointed ottt that there wore as many as 16,000 
villages in the province without cdueationul facilities. I'hc sohomo was an attempt 
at liquidating illiteracy. He coJicudod that it was an experiment but he had consultod 
the Finariou Dopartraout who wore clearly ol opinion that it was cheaper than a 
scheme for compulsory primary eduoation. 

The schwno was prepared l»y him in consultation with edneatimud exports, all of 
whom (jxoiipt three had tc^stified to its practicability. It was not inoonsistont with the 
wardha Boheme and tho Government had reoontly appointed a oommitteo to draw up 
a syllabus for the ‘‘Vidya Mandir” schools on the lines of tho Haripum resolution, 
having regard to tho ‘Wardha sohomo as well. As to the Moslem objection to the 
name, he said that tho Miinstry would not insist on giving tho name “Mandir” to 
Urdu schools but would ifive such a name as was aoc(‘i)taWe to tho roeidenis of the 
localities concerned. He had toured different parts or the province for ive months 
and drawn up the scheme after consulting leaders of public opinion. 

The motion was pressed to a division and lost by 58 votes. Eight members from 
the Opposition bonohes remained neutral The entire education demand was then 
voted, The House then took up the medioal demand* 
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MARCH Lepers and the dangers which arise from their moving in society 
in an unrestricted manner were referred to the members in the Assembly to-day 
when Mr, M. P. Kholhe (Congress) moved a token cut drawing the attention of the 
Government to the problem and the need for urgent legislation for their compulsory 
segregation, Mr. Kholhe said that during recent years there had been au abnormal 
increase in the number of lepers, particularly in Berar, and the contagious character 
of the disease was impah-ing the health of the people. 

Mr. Tamaskar (Congress) supporting the cut said that both rich and poor alike 
were affected in Ohhatisgarh and while cases in the poorer classes wore detected 
without dil&oulty those amongst the richer classes remained hidden for a long time. 
It was not only necessary to segregate persons but it was also essential to see that 
the common village servants like barbers, washermen, water carriers, did not serve 
such persons so as to prevent the spread of disease. 

Mr. Ahdul JRazaque Khan^ Deputy Leader of the Opposition, pointed out that 
most of the institutions treating lepers wore run on a charity basis. In Nagpur it- 
self the menace of lepeis was on the increase and ho felt that in order to avert the 
danger of such persons using public places, like refreshment rooms, it was necessary 
to enact legislation for their compulsory segregation. 

The Hon’blo Pundit Mishra^ Minister for Medical and Public Health Department, 
replying said that the Government had received reports of tho increase in the number 
of lejpers almost in all parts of the Province. Tho Oovernmont fully recognised the 
growing danger, but as members know, it was difficult to detect disease in the early 
stage, particularly in tho case of woll-to-do persons. In certain oases segregation 
would involve hardship as the earning mombor of a family may be involved and his 
segregation would render his family liable to stravation. The Government was examin- 
ing what steps should be taken short of segregation, to prevent the spread of disease. 
He, however, assured the House that the Government would not hesitate to legislate 
for compulsory segregation of leper if it came to the oonolusion that no other course 
of action was open to it. 

2Ui. MARCH The stops taken by tho Government to improve agriculture were 
explained, by Pandit R, S. Shukla^ Minister in-ebarge, during the debate on a token 
cut moved by Mr. Abdul Mazague, Citing the example of Soviot-Russia and r<iforring 
to the efforts made in America at restriction of crops with a view to stabilijslng 
prices, the mover urged spoedy action not*only to industrialize agriculture with the help 
of implements like tractors but also to make it an economic proposition. Pandit 
Shukla said that the Govornmuut wore not oblivious of the need for improving the 
quality of agricultural produce. Tho resoarch laboratory at Nagpur was carrying on 
work on cotton, rice, fruit and oil-seeds. Altornaiive crops, in view of tho fall in tho 
prices of cotton, were also being investigated, and in some oases tboy had found ground- 
nut a suitable alternative. The Govornmeut had purchased a tractor wdiioh was 
available to those who wished to employ it and this year tln^y had reduced its charges 
to the actual working exponsos. The economio oonditiou of the cultivators had, how- 
ever, preoludud them from making a more liberal use of maijhinory. 

The activities of the department wore expanding and in conjunction with tho 
'uidjfd mandir scheme of education 86 new demonstration farms would bo ostablishod. 
As for economies in the department the Goverumont were awaiting the report of tho 
committee of 3937. 

Tho Government would open godowns at several oontros to facilitate tho marketing 
of crops. Tho crops would be graded according to quality and stops would taken 
to eliminate middleman’s profit and to ensure that the cultivator got the maximum 
return for his outturn. A majority of cultivators possessed unooonomio holdings and 
the Ministry stood committed tf) imriroving their oouditirm. 

The motion was withdrawn and tho House adjuurnod. 

22nd[. MARCH :-*Tho thin attondan<5»J in the Opposition benches, when tho 
Assombly met afrer tea to-day, indicated that interest in the protjcedings had waned. The 
cluck struck five when the Veterinary demand discussion was concluded, with the 
mult that tho rest of the demands for grants, irnduding some major heads like 
General Administration, Land Revenue, Excise and Forest, were guillotined and voted 
without discussion. 

Daring the debate on the demand under the head Agriculturo, speakers, (Congress 
non*Congrass), pleaded for a drastic overhaul of the activities of the Agricultural 
Department for the purpose of securing the maximum possible benefit to the ryots. 
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■When tho Veterinary grant wa'S nest tukun up, Mr. Ahtlnr Raznh Khan through a 
token cut, drew attention to tho imperative notjoHsity fu: a good breed oC cattle. 
There wore, he said, two niilljoii ineliioient cattle m tho province. These should bo 
transpoiied to tracts where tliej' would not be a burden, ile also urged tho Goveu’n- 
ment to start livestock improvement associations, 

Tho necessity for gi eater collaboration and co-operation in tho aedivitios of tho 
Veterinary and Agricultural Dejjarlmuuts was emphasised by Mr, Beohar Rtitendra 
Singh (Congress) who moved next a token cut Ho said vuluublo results were possible 
only if efficient hands were employed m those (ii‘p/irr,rnents. He desiroif the Mirust«;rs 
to consider tlio advisability of amalgamating botii tin* deijurtmentu into one under tho 
control of the Director of Agncultiire, 

Pandit E, S. ShuJela (Minister), replying, said that v/hile there w’as much that 
was common in tho activities of tho two departmfuPs, Iho Veterinary I) c)arirn<mt looked 
to tho welfare of auimals other than agricultural catilc. I'lifi Royal Agn*mltiiral Cora*' 
mission had also roconimended, he said, that both the doparlrocuits should curry on 
their activities soparalely. llowuivon’, he would CAaruino the pr/ip'Kjil. 

The cat was withdrawn and the miHro demand voted. The Jiouse (hen adjounied 
till 24th. March. 

Waudiia Rai’b Cask EriMonn 

24i;lx. MARCH : — Tho roseatment ca‘iu*d in political cird )‘i during tho vir**fk-end 
over the release by the Ministry of a non-jioliticil prisniuir, convic/od in what was 
known as the ‘'Wardha ruiic cuhniaated to- hiy in <bouou-.U atifois oiitsuie the 

Assembly and in commeiion inside tho Cleanlier. 

In the morning a proct‘ssion, carrying Idaod: tl igs and {dacards donounclag 
Mr. M, F. Shareef, Minister hir Law, and al.io his coUeiigiicM, snarled from tho City 
and by the time it had reached tho Assembly hall it hud swolh'd into a gatlmring oC 
500 women and 2,000 men, 

Tho prooessiouiats tried to enior tho Asrinmbly jiromises but tho police prevented 
them from doing so. Poibu) Oflicors and tho Di, strict Mu’^istrato, who were present 
tried to porsuado tho people not to rush in but a section jumped over the fencing 
and marched towards tho porch with black M''s.»rs. C. M. Trivedi and IL 

Banorjeo, Chief Soerctary to the Hoverumoiil und }:^o<jrotary to the Oluvernor res- 
peclivoly, watched tho crowd. 

The Premier, Mr. N. 11 Kliaro, received Dr. Paranjpe. Mrs. Uamaiial Tambe, 
Mrs. Hushilabai Kothiwau, Mrs. Vimalubai Deshpaudo and Mr. If, K. Gokhulo, who 
formed the vanguard of the proocssioa and UHsured thoiri that as soon as his work 
in the Assembly was over ho wouhl m«‘ot them. After 25 miimbr-i, the Prowiier and 
the Pinauoo Minister. Mr. 1). K. Mehta, accompauiud by Mrn. Kale, received tho 
deputaiionists in tho Premier’s room which was guarded by the police. 

With tho crowds oulsido the gatw members shovv«»/i eousiderable agitation aitfl 
roluctanoo to attend to the business of the day. Messrs. Khapartitt and Eajurhur 
snggostod that tho luisinoss of tho House be nuspfmdcd to eiinblo tho Premier to meut 
a depntatiou from the demonstrators. Tho speaker, however, di<l not agroo to this 
and said that the logdslativo business was short and wonhl soon be finiHhcd. 

The Ermninr loft the chamber as soon as his motion for tho circulation of tho 
Prisons Amendment Bill was agreed to. 

At tho interview with tho dopiiiationists, it was understood, domaad was made 
for the resignatiou of Mr, 8haroef and for an assurance from tho Premier that simi- 
lar “lapses” would not occur ia future, ft was also urged that those demands 
should bo sent by tho Ministry to tho Congress IVorking Committee. 

Tho Premier was stated to have informed tho demifcaHonists of the ciroumstsnooa 
under which tho release of tho prifioitor was ordoroa and the reasons that had led the 
Ministry to exorcise elumonoy in tlus^case. 

Tho Premier was reported to have added that tho matter was one which related to 
day to day ailministration. He agreed that there might bo two opinions as to whothor 
this was a fit oaso for the exercise of clemeaoy under the powers oonforred by law, 
but than there would be a difleronoe of oinuion regarding every oaso. 

As regards the demand tnat Mr, Sharoel should ba oallod upon to roskn, tho 
Framier stated that the Ministry was in the first place responsible to the Congress 
Party In tho Assembly and, through It, to the OongtesB Working Committee* 
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JUBBTJLrORE RiOTS 

^ Another feature of to-day’s proceedings was a debate on the Jubbulpore liots 
raised through an adjournment motion by a Congress member, Mr. AT, P. Mishra^ 
who contended that police officers failed to take adequate measures to prevent rioting 
or to afford adequate protection to citizens and alleged that tho arrangements on tho 
occasion of Hcli wore not as efficient as daring Mahurram, 

The Premier expressed his deepest concern over the matter and deploring the 
events which he characterized as symptoms of a disease in the body politic of the 
province, undertook to investigate tho matter and deal suitably with those who might 
DO found responsible for the events. As for the inquiry conducted by him regarding 
the Jubbulpore riots during Dusserah^ the Premier said that he had not come to any 
conclusions owing to pressure of work but the report would soon be available. 

Mr. Mishra then wished to withdraw his motion. Some Opposition members did 
not agree to this and the matter was pressed to a division when, by C6 votes to 30, 
the House granted leave for its withdrawal 

C. P. PaisoxEus Act 

The House next voted supplementary demands and agreed to a motion for tho 
circulation of the Bill which sought to amend tho 0. P. Prisoners Act in order to 
place political prisoners into a category separate from ordinary convicts and to grant 
them special facilities in respect of food and other prison amenities. 

The Assembly, in all, passod into law five Bills, two of which wore of interest. 
The first was that of Mr. if. Y. SJiareef^ which souglit to provimt ohampertous 
litigation. The second related to revenue assessments in Borar, which would be 
postponed for five years to enable the Government to revise their land rovonuo 
assessment policy. 

Wardha Rape Case Episode (Coxtd.) 

25ili. MARCH With yesterday’s demonstration fresh in their memory three 
members of the Assembly sought this morning to discuss the Ministry’s action iu 
releasing Jafar Hussain, who had been convicted along with another In what was 
known as the ‘‘Wacdha rape case.” 

Messrs. G. A. Oavai and Ghodicor (Harijan reprosentativos) and Mr. M. G. 
Ohitnavis (President of Provincial Hindu Mahasabha) tabled adjournment motions. 

Replying to the Speaker as to how the matter could be described as urgent Mr. 
Gavai said that the nows of the release had been kept a secret by the Law Minister 
(Mr, M. y. Shareof), He came to know of it only yesterday. 

The Law Minister stated that Jaffar Hussain was ordered to bo released on 
February 10 while the co-prisoner’s release orders wore passed on January 31. 

The Premier, Dr. N. J5. Khare, objected to tho motions and said tJiat the matter 
was not of recent occurrence. 

Dr. E, Raghavendra Rao (leader of the Opposition), intervening, said that tho 
question was one of constitutional importance, in that the policy now boiog pursued 
by the Ministry might load to its dismissal or resignation or to a constitutional 
crisis. He submitted that the Government’s policy in this respect had shaken respect 
for law and order as also the foundations of society and its morals. Thoroforo, 
before anything happened, the House should get an opportunity of discussing the 
matter. He suggested that tho Government should allot a special day for such 
discussion and the Premier replied that it was always open to tho Opposition to 
table a vote of no confidenoe. Dr. Rao said that It was not always necessary to 
table motions of no confidence. A courageous Qovornmont would always face its 
Opposition. The Premier retorted that a courageous Opposition would always move a 
vote of censure. 

The Speaker, Mr. 0, S. Gupta^ conceded that the release of Jaffar Hussain 
had become a matter of great public Importanoo. ft was not only a mutter of pro- 
vincial importance but, in certain respects, of all-India importance. Ho was, how- 
ever, constrained to hold that it was not urgpnt in tho senso in which adjournment 
motions were to be brought before the Houso. The motion could have come up 
earlier, even on the first day of the session. He, therefore, ruled tho motion out of 
order, and cited a ruling given by the late Mr. V. J. Patel whoa he was the Frosidont 
of the Central Assembly. 
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Resolution on Federation 

When the storm over this incident and the adjournment motions had subsided the 
noiiso proceeded to discuss tlio resolution on Federation, tabled by the Premier, 

Ilie resolution stated that the Federal scheme ^Srouid, far from bringing about 
all-India unity, provoke forces ot conflict between the provinces and the Indian 
States * and that tliis Assembly hopes that the Government of Great Britain will 
respect the wishes of the people of India and immediately devise means, oven for 
transitional purposes, to set up a Central Government free from the objectionable 
features of the ‘Federal scheme of the Government of India Act, to be evolved in 
consultation with the responsihlo provincial governments and national leaders ” 

irho Premier, in his sfieech, said that it seemed to liim that Great Britain could 
be made to realize the diflioulties in the way of bringing Federation to fruition, lie 
referred to two coullioting statements, one by Lord Lothian, that the constitution 
was far from rigid and the other by bir Harntie! lioaro, that it was rigid and 
inflexible. Nobody was Oiiposcd to the idea of Fcdoratioii but the groatest def(3ot in 
the present schomo was that it tried to ^veld together British India and Indian ytatos, 
comprising as they did, different political developments. It was incompatible with 
domocraov mid rosjionsiblo Oovornmont The si-.hemo had largely be»*n evolved by 
a desire to avoid the issue of extending responsihlo Government to the (Centre. 

Mr. T, J, Kcdar^ supporting the resolution, refernnl to {.ord Reading's speech 
at tlio first Round Table Oonforonco which ‘‘clearly showed that the underlying idea 
behind the scheme was fear of the Congiess ns also the fear cau^ofl by the demand 
for independunce and the right to secede from the Ern[iire. In all 13 members spoke 
and the debate was in progress when tho House adjourned. 

Doscribing the Premier's resolution as a garland threaded with the fading flowers 
of liboralism picked up in tho backyard of Mr, Hastri, Dr. M, Uatjkavmidra Hao made 
a trenchant attack on tho Congress attitiule towai'ds Federation. Tho resolution, ho 
added, was full of tho spirit of rancourous mendicancy, which stood in strango con* 
trust with tho insurrectionary psychoIf#gy of tho ^resolution on Oonstitueut; Assombly 
which tho House passed last year. Dr. Rao felt that tho *reHf;jution clearly imiicaled 
that the Congress birds, after six mouths of hybcniaticn, were inclined to accept tho 
logic of the Government of India Act. The glittoiiiig g(‘neralitii‘S of the Oongress 
Manifesto wore being explained away by ingenuous argiujaoatvS, backed by ihcir drilled 
majority in tho provinces. The fact of tho matter \vas that with ptiwer ami 
responsibility Congress Ministers Invl changed their political outhjok towards the 
Constitution, although ihay still soemed to him to bo sul'f.uing from the edfeots of 
political alcoholism following an uuuxpi'ctcd victory at tho polls. 

I)r. Rao did not think that tho <ii}liouUit5S cieated by the coming in of tho Btntes 
as undemooratio units of tho Fefionvtlon were so great as <‘ithi‘r to necessitate abim-* 
donment of tho Federal plan or the onaetraorit of a new Censtitutien for the Central 
Ooveruraont for transitional purposes. Ho <lid not think that the States, at any rate 
the most progressive of them, hud not imbibed Federal spirit Muejh of the trouble, 
ho said, was une to the failure of the Congress to reconcile its dilferoncos with the 
JMusliras and other minorities and tho Rulers of Indian Htates. To oxchido the States 
oven for transitory purposes was to provoke a civil war in India, A« tho provintsos 
had no enforceable Simotion to create another structure in the place of the Ft^dera-* 
tion, it would bo folly to attempt to wreck it. He, tlmrofore, suggested that ‘dn 
view of tho declarod attiliide of tho Indian Congress, tho Muslim League and other 
political organisations towards the Hchemc of Federation and in view of Ihe practical 
difficulties to start the new Fedtu’al Govornraent on a stable basis, the British Govern- 
mont should authorise the Oovornor-Oenoral and tho Crown reprmontativo to call 
into conferonoc, at an early date, roprosontativos of the Btatos, the provinces and 
leaders of Indian opinion for the purpose of resolving the existing diff^U'Onces and 
for determining the course to be pnrsuod in the light of the prevailing political 
oircumstancos’' and moved amendment to that effect, 

RKtEASE Of Convicts 

After noarly two honrfi’ debate tlio Assembly rejootod by 65 votes to 10, 
Mr, B* Mkamrde'$ adjournment motion to uisouss tho policy of the 
Government in releasing convicts undmgoing imprisonment for various ofences. 
Mr. Khaparde (University la^presentative], the mover said that the powers eonferrevi 
on the Government under sootion 401 of the Criminal Frooeduro < odo did not 
empower it, to sot as a Court of revjsloOf but to exercise it In exoentional olrcum- 
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stances only. By releasing persons whose offenoos ranged Crom grievous hurt to 
offences against women and murder, the Government had interfered with the adminis- 
tration of justice, ^ ^ ^ , 

Mr. T, J. Kedar (Congress), opposing the motion, pointed out that m England 
the prerogative to exercise clemency was a matter exclusively within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Home Secretary and had nothing to do with the Cabinet The Govern- 
ment had acted strictly in a legal manner. 

Br.K B. Ehare (Premier), in the course of a spirited defence of the Ministry’s 
action, claimed that the Government had not done anything beyond the powers vested 
in it The powers under that section had been enlarged by an amendment in 1923 
and this had enabled the Government to exorcise its discretion in a wider sphere. 
The Government had acted absolutely fairly and no partiality was shown to piisonors 
from any particular place. The releases had not caused any breach of the peace. 
The Premier stated that between July and November last year the Government had 
released 58 prisoners as against 55 released by the previous Government during the 
same period in 1936. This showed that there had been no deviation from policy. 
After quoting figures of the number of prisoners released each year from 1933, Dr. 
Khare stated that those who accused the Government of indiseriminato releases wore 
doing so for political purposes. 

At this stage Mr. Amaraing Saigal demanded the closure of the debate hut Rao 
Sabeb Z). F. Rajurkar insisted that as the leador of the Opposition ho should be 
allowed to speak. 

The Speaker said that the olosuro would bo applied after Mr, Rajurkar had spoken. 

Mr. Rajurkar attacked the Minister’s policy and claimed that the courts had not 
been consulted in every case as required under clauso 2 of the section. 

The Premier asserted that courts had boon consulted in each case, but Mr. Rajurkar 
maintained that at least in one case the court’s corisout to release had not boon taken. 
Mr. Bajurkar further askod whv the Law Minister, Mr. Shartief, had boon asked to 
apologize by tho Congress J?arly if tho requisite consent of the courts had been 
obtained in each case, . 

On a member objocting to the roferonoe to incidents at tho parry mooting, Mr. 
Rajurkar said, “the whole world knows it.’* Ho also referred to tho Press report 
that Sardar vallabhbhai Patel had to rush to Nagpur in ordor to prevent the Ministry 
from effecting further roleases. 

Mr. Shareef that tho Opposition had not shown a single case m wlucli it 
could be stated that clemency was wrongly oxoroisod with regard to murder cases. 
The Government exercised clemency in cases in which the accusLMl wore of tender 
age or had received provocation of which the courts ;could not take judicial notice. 

EssoLtriiofir oi? ITunsRAiiioN (Conxd.) 

28 tli. MARCH ;-The House concluded the throo-day’s debate on tlio Premier’s 
resolution relating to Federation. The Premier^ replying to tho dobuto, -announced 
that he had accepted the Muslim League amendment, moved by Mr. M. M, Huq, 
as a token of goodwill as ho felt that it did not run counter to tho Congress demand 
for a Constituent Assembly and also for the sake of unanimity of opinion. 

The Assembly rejected Dr. Raghavendra Rao’s amendment, 9 voting for and 07 
against it. 

The House then carried tho Premier’s resolution as amended, Incorporating tho 
Muslim League amendment, by an overwhelming majority, only ton members from 
the Opposition benches rising on their seats to oppose it. The Oppositionists iucludod 
Dr, K. Bao and non-Congresa Harijan members belonging to tho Independent Labour Party. 

AconinoN of Txxliis 

Following another division the Houso accepted the Promier’s resolution intimating 
the desire that titles should not be conferred on any person in the Province. 

PEOYINOIALISAXlOIfr OP SbEVIOES BbMAND 

The Assembly was discussing the Premier’s third resolution, urging provinoializa- 
tion of all services, including the I. 0. S. and I. M. 8. when it adjourned. 

MARCH: -The Assembly passed without division the Premier’s resolution 
recommending to the Government to request the authorities concerned to take stops 
to provittotaUze, at an early date, the Indian Civil Service, the Indian Police Service, 
mi the Indian Medical Service, 



-31 MAB. ’38 ] OFFICIAL BILLS PASSED 259 

The resolation was meant neither to cast a reflection on past or present members 
of the Services, nor did it imply that the relations between, the membeis of tho 
Services and tho present Government had been anything but f^enorally cordial, 
observed the Premier (Dr. N, B. Kkare). Ho said : ‘'Wo have in fact been fi^enerally 
receiving loyal assistance flora them. My quarrel is with tho system of recruitment 
and tho control of the services by the Secietary of State, which lias been foisted 
on us by the Government of India Act If wo are going really to have a change in 
the administration of India, making hor self-governing, tlion it is absolutely anomalous 
to vest the rocruitraent and control of the Services in the hands of the Secretary 
of Slate*for India, It is absolutely inconsistent with the pouition we are claiming 
for India.” 


The C. P. Fikan<ie Bill (roNTO.) 

Tho House then considered tho C* P. and Biirar Kitianeo Bill, which imposed a tax 
on profession, trade, calling or omploymtuit as reported i)y the select commitieo. 
The Bill was, after some discussion, passed into law. 

Land Revenue Estates Bill (contd.) 

30th. MARCH :—The Assembly passed into law the Uovision of Land Revenue 
Estates Bill on tho motion of the Revonuo Minister, Mr. P. B. Gale, Tho 
object of the Bill was to enlarge tho fmauoial resources of tho Province enabling 
the Govorumont to meet the expenditure on the growing miods of tho rural populaiion. 

The Bill empowered tho Oovornraont to increase the rovonue payable in nearly 
105 Zamindari estates to tho oxtont of lls. 3,00,f)00. Oppobition attempts to reduce 
the amount failed. 


Eedhotion of Ikteuest Bill 

Discussion on tho reduction of Intorost Bill was in progress when tho House 
adjourned. 


31«t. MARCH ;-Tho Assembly oamo to a cIoho to-day after tho House had 
passed two Bills and circulated a third for eliciting jmhiic opinion. 

Ths first, tho Reduction of iuiorest Bill, substantially reduced rates of intorost on 
secured and nnsocurod debts. 

Bitspension ok Execution ok Dkoiiees Bill (uonto,) 

The second, tho Temporary Bus(icnsioni of Execution of l)i'Crf»»‘s Bill aimed at pre- 
venting money-loiidors and others from trying to take posscHsiou of au liidobted 
agriculturist’s property pending legiKlafiou to reliovo distress* 


AoHiouLTumsTS Rkliik Bill 

^ Mr. P P. Ook, tho Revenue Minister, introtiucod the third Bill, to make provl- 
sion for the ru lief of agrioiilturists. Tho Bill while retuiniug tho main features of 
the Debt Oon<nlmtiou Act, sought to rmuove its W4jak points by cowferring suMuient 
powers on doijt relief courts to deal with reealcitrantH. Tho c<mrts established under 
tho Act were oiitrustod with tho duty of reduoing principal on a graduated sealo ao- 
cordmg to the fall in land values. Delators who wisimd the decrees agaimt them re- 
opened and scaled down wouhi buiiolit by the now measuro. ^ 

, Moving for oiroulayon of tho IJill, Mr, ffale saia that tho iirohtom of agricultural 
imlobtodiiOKs fell roughly iiilo three stiigos, firat, roUof of exoossivo iiulobtodaeBS ; 
second, provision thon-aftor of tlio minimum credit nuoussary for the ooafiouatioQ of 
cu tivation, and thirdly, ostahlishmont of tho habits of thrift and bettor methods of 
oultivatiou and iimirovemuiit of martoting facilities. Ihe pmout IJill dealt with tho 
first of tluiHO prolmws, ^ 

A feature of the Bill was its apjdiuation with retrospective effect and the scaling 
ky ?0 per omit i^or debts incurred befuro December 
for debt meurrod between January 1, 1926 and Bopiombor 
3.5 per cent m tho case of all debts from October 1929 to January 1, 
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Proceedings of the Orissa Assembly 

Winter Se8iioii"-Cuttack--'24th. January to 5th. February 1938 

Madras Estates Land (Orisba Amend.) Bill 

After a stremious sitting for 11 days the second session o£ the Orissa Legislative 
Assembly;, which met on the 24th. January 1938, was adjoarnocl till the 25th February, 
During these few days the Hon. Mr. Biswamth Da$^ Premier^ sacoessfully piloted 
the Mhdras Estates Land (Orissa amendment) Bill. 
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On three difToront ocoasions the Hon. Mr. Muhunia Prosad Das^ the spcalker, 
was called upon to give his rulings during tho discussion ot this liilL On the fust 
occasion tho Paja Bahadur of Khallikoie wanted that tho discussion of this Bill 
should bo postponed till the Select Committee’s report on a similar Bill of Mr. 
M. G. Patnaih was available. This was ruled out of order. On the second occasion, 
on a point of orde» raised by the Premier^ tho Speaker mind that Mr. /l/.Gf, Patnaih^ s 
amendment to Clause 6 of tho Bill was perfectly in order if a ])orHon of tho last 
sentenoo be taken out. On the third occasion the amenlmnu of tho Raja Bahadur 
of KhalUkote empowering a landholder to recover from his ryot tho entire amount 
of cesses payable under the Madras Local Doard’s Act was ruh'd out of order. Tlio 
speaker’s rulings satisfied all sections of tho House. 

For tho op[)0sition Mr. M, Paituiih and the Raja Bahadur of KhalUkote 
contGstod almost every clause of the Dill tooth and nail. Mr, Drojaruuidar Das, Mr. 
Lafifur Eahman, Mr. ’Beerakishore liehora and tho ftuja of Badokhemidi were also 
very keon in opposing tho measure. 

iL’. B, K. Roij, tho Advooato Ceneral, had fo addrt‘sri the Houso tw'co during 
iho discussion of the Bill, Ho cloarly ox'idainml the legal signifi<*ance of the amend- 
ing clauses and suceossfully refuted tho charges that tlio Bill would make tho 
untouched soctious of tho Act unworkable and would give rise to umiuccr.sary 
litigation. 


The Auii Vkhiicn Mttrueu C\sk 

An adjournment motion was moved on the 2ndl. February by Pnrdit Oodavaru 
MUru for discussing a gross slur on tho British admiiiisfratieri and eliaracter of Oriyas 
as a people as had boon pointed out in a judLmient of the Patna ni,'»h Court arising 
oul of tlio appeal preferred by Hj. Nanda Kuhara Dm and others against tho decree 
of a sub-judge awarding damages to tho Baja of Aul and others. 

Great indignation prevailed in tho Honsn when Pt, Oodamrin Mifjra gavo a vivid 
description of the “pitiful and appalling” story of tho death of the unfortunato girl 
“Kanak” in tho “dark dungeon of iho Baja’s Palace,” 

8wami Bichitrananda Das, Sj. Pyari Haiikar Hoy, Bj. Nubnkrlidino Ohoudhury, 
E.ija of Badokliomidi, Mrs, Barala Dovi and Bj. Tjf^kmiath Misra. wh'» spako on tho 
motion, complained about iho Folicso and iho Magi>strncy taking sides willi iho liuulod 
aristocracy. After a full debate for an hour and a half Iho motion was withdrawn after 
tho Prorniur had given au assurance that hn would examine all legal ^uentions to see 
that such unfortunato incidents did not occur in futuro. 

LEGlSnATTON IK TFIK SksHTO.’-T 

Logislation during tho period was both iinportnnf and varied, ji’hroo Bills wore 
passeil while two others, tho Bill to amend tho Orissa Tenancy Act and the Oi:im 
Mirtwives’ and Nurses’ QualifiuatioiiH Bill, were taken uji in tho Budget Session. 

Of those tho most important was tho Madras Kuir.ies Land (Orissa fimcndmont) 
Bui, which was also tho first tenancy logislation of the Congress Ministry in Orissa* 
Tho Bill was introduced in the Roptomber session of tho Assembly and reforrod to a 
Belect Committee, Tho Bill, which had boon noccssitated for 'giving rtdkif to the 
ryots of private proprietory ostaies in tho area that bad boon coded to Orissa from 
Madras, by fixing a fair and equitable rent, was passed by tho Assembly on tho 5tlu 

^ Tno rent on private proprietory lands in the ex*Madras arm (D'iajublmgam’ as it 
js called), was genoially calmilatiid on the basis of tbo cash equivalent of half tho gross 
prounco wluto of ryotwari (Oovernmunt) lands it was half the net produco. Tho 
present Bill made it imporativo on Iho Collector settling rentB to have regard fo 
tho rates of rent prevailing in tho nearoat ryotwari am for similar lands with 
similar advantages. Tho Bill also allowed a margin of two annas in tho rupee for 
zemmaary nuits over those ol ryotwari areas. In its operative part, iho Bill allowed 
any tenant to apply within throe years of tho passing of tho presont Bill into law 
for revision of his rent on tho ground that it was higher than it should be. And the 
uoUootor would thereafter scale it down to tho proper level, an appeal* however, lying 
from him to tho Kevonuo Commissionor. 

. difficult amendments that was dispoaod of was moved 

by the Maja Bahadur of KhallihoU, It proposed that as the ryot in private proprte** 
tory estates would not pay to hk landlord more than two annas m tho rnpoo in excess 
?i prevailing m ryotwari lands in the neighbourhood, so tho under-ryot or 

the tiller of the soil should not also pay to the ryot anything in excess of the 
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margia of two annas in the rupee over the rent which such ryot would be liable to 
pay to the landholder. The amendment also piovidod that the ryot sliould not collect 
any additional fees or mamuls and should bo Hahio to pay a fine not exceeding two 
hundred rupees on proof of a demand or colloctiou in excess of tlieient so settled. 
In fact the amendment proposed that the benefit coritemplatod in this Bill for tho 
ryot as against the landholder of reduced rent should not stick with him but should 
filter down to the under-ryots or tho tillers of the soil. 

Sj. Chakradhar Behara^ one of the staunch fighters of the tenants’ cause, lost 
no time in pointing out that tho amendment had boon brought forwanl for straining 
the relations between the ryots and the under-ryots. Unless and until the rights of 
these tillers of the soil had been clearly defined such amendments were sure to 
give rise to unnecessary litigations. 

The Premier also described tho amendment as a Damocles’ sword and exposed the 
hidden purpose behind it. Uo admitted that one momhor of tho Congress Party 
took a different attitude in tho Stdoct Committee but that was because all' facts were 
not available then, la conclusion tho Premier asked when did they develop this 
sense of responsibility for tho tillers of tho soil and what did they do during 
these long period for those for whom they were anxious now. 

After the conolusiou of tho third reading of tho Bill, while tluuildng tho House 
for passing this useful moasuro, tlio Prumiur declared that tho ideal of giving relief to 
the sufiermg ryots had prompted tho Ooiigross Ministry to sponsor the Bill. 

When the Bill was passed, the question arose whether the rate of rent 
prevalent in tho ryotwari area was fair and equitable. Emiuont scholars expressed 
the opinion that it was not. Next question was whether tho allogatif>ns mado 
On the floor of tho House about exploitation of tillers of the soil by the rvots were 
true. Rev. E. M, Evane in his straightforward way demanded an enquiry into those 
charges. 

Tbo Chiii Minister declared that iho Govornmout would appoint a Committee 
( Hates and Rent Enquiry Committee ) wdilch wouhl examine those quostions 
threadbare. It was in fitness of things that tho Congress Party, which, in tho 
words of Mr. Evans^ ‘‘eonsistod of apostles of two-moais-a-day” wore anxious to take 
early measures for giving relief to under-ryots also. 

Of the two other Bills, that were passed by the Assembly during this period, tho 
Co-oporativo Land Mortgage Bill aimed at faeiliting tho ostaolishmiuit of a Provincial 
Co-operativo Land Mortgage Bank of Orissa to supply tho needs of tlio pco|do for 
long term loans. 

Tho other Bill fixed the salaries and allowances of the 'mombers of the Loglsla- 
tivo Assembly. 

Several private membors’ Bills were introduced in this session. Mrs. 
Barala Devi introduced the Child Marriage Hi‘straint Act (Orissn Arnendmeul) 
Bill ; Pandt^ Oodavaris Mimi intioducod Orissa Homoeopathic Faculty Bill ; Mr. t/. 
G, Patnaih introduced the Tonki iiill, and Mr. Pyari Hankar Roy iatioducrd three 
Bills, one to amend iho BVdories Act of 19;M ; another to iix the wages of labourers 
in factories and iho third, tho Odnsa unregulated Factories Bill. 

Pandit Godamris Minrah Hindu Utdigicus Endowments Bill and Mr. M, Q, 
Fafnaik's l^uri Jagannath Temple Bill were referred to Helecl Committeos. 

Mr. M, G. Patiiaik''e motion for Helout Oemmitteo for his Orissa Money Lenders’ 
Bill was rejected by tho House. 

Notions of moro than 150 mm-officud resolutions were received but only one re- 
solution could bo disposed of ou the floor of the House. This was the resolution of 
the Raja of Parikud for suspension of toalisatiou of Chuukidari Tax for one year 
in view of the present financial condition of the people. 

Mr. LaUfur Bahntan moved an amondmont for its aboliiiou and the revival of 
the old system. 

The Hon. Mr. NUyanmda Ranunyo in replying said that tho present Onvorn- 
raont wore pledged to develop autonomous villages. AVhat noeessity was to ration- 
aliso the system now. Both tho resolution and iho amendment were lost by a htige 
majority and the House adjournod till tho 25th, February. 

Budget Session-^ Cuttaek-^2Stli- February to Sth May 1938 

OmsflA TiiNANCY Acr Aumth Bmt 

The, Budget session of the Assembly commenced on tho 25tli. February 103$. 
Hr* AI..Kmm£io (Bmmm Minister) moved oonsidmtion of the Select Oommil tee’s 
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report oa the Orissa Tenancy Act Amending Bill for consido’*ation. The Bill aimed at 
the abolition of the mutation fee, giving tenants the right to cut trees, reducing 
interest from 13 and half per cent to 0 [)or cent and abolishing all the illegal levies. 

Mv. Brajasundar Das moved the re-circulation of the Bill, as reported by the Select 
Committee for obtaining farther opinion. Mr. Kanungo^ opposing Mr. Dh.s\s motion, saw 
no ground for circulation. The measure which was 'ong oveidue should not bo delayed, 
said the Minister. Mr. E. Rah^naJi supported the motion for circulation, ‘Mr. 
Pyarisanker Boy stated that tho Bill did not propose the abolition of landlords as a 
class, but proposed to take away tlie rights from the xumiudars to which they weiNj 
not entitled. He wanted the jsomindars to adjust themselves to tho changed oonliitions. 

Tho Zemindar of Madkuptir and Hlian Bahadur Akmad Buk supported llie 
circulation motion. Mr. Bichitmnanda Das state J tliat tlio Congress was pledged 1o 
do good to tho greatest majority and oxtoiidod ftrotoction to c\u‘ry class! Mr. 
Biswanath Behra (Depressed cla^s reproseutativ«‘), opposed the muti»m and stated 
that the measure will be a groat boon to ryots. Tho -discussion had not concluded 
whoa tho House adjournod. 


26 th. FEBRUARY ;-~Sfating tho Oovornmunt’s posifion, Mr. Bts?canalh Da$^ iho 
Premier, said that it was tho intention of the Oovornmont to make tho ryot fool that 
he was the owner of tho holding ho cultivated. Thor*) had been an unnecessary cry 
to the effect that tho Bill was oxpropriatory and rewdutionury. The Ooverann'nl only 
proposed to give back to tho ryots tJiolr natural rights aarl wore alive to tlio difli-. 
ciilties of zamindars in introducing this Icgisluliun. Tho ()rissa rrovernraout, he said, 
wore more sympathetic to the landed arislrooia(‘y than other provincial Oevernmonts. 
While other provinces had boon launching legislation to levy death duties, succession 
duties, and agricultural income-tax, tho Orissa (iovernment had not thought of these. 
The motion for circulation was put to tho veto and lost, 

Mr. Brojasundar Das moved another motion for recommitting tho Bill to a Select 
Committee for reconsideration. In moving thu motion Mr. Das said that tho principh. 
involved in tho Bill had not boon sufliciontly diwoussod by tho previous ^Soiuct 
Committee. 

Sj.^ Nityanando Kanungo said that tho IIouso was committed to tlio principle of 
the Bill when it roforrod tho Dill to tho Bolect Oimmiituo. As regards iho transfur- 
ability of the holding 31 amondmonts wore discussod in tho Hclcct Committoo. If 
tills had in any way impaired tho proprietory right of landlords it slwuld bo discussed 
when tho rolovant section would como up bofnro the Uouso, 

Tho Bill proposed to give the ryots bank what was their flue, Tho wishes of tho 
majority, Mr. Kanungo continued, must bo rospected and the groatost good of the 
great number must bo achiovod, Tho society must accordingly bo adjusted on that 
basis. Tliere was no qiiostion of oxtinguishiug any seotion. There must ho readjust- 
ments of rights and there was no question of sentimental outbursts of seeing ghost 
where there was none. 


The Baja of Madhupur rose to support tho motion, When ho was reading 
extracts from proceedings of tho Solocfc Uommittoo, Uio Bpmker drew his attention 
to rules which did not permit discussion of anything excopt what had appeared in 
the report of the Solaot Qommittco. 

At this sfago^ Mr. Premamnda Mohan^t/lmlQvviid fo tho Eovonno Oommiasionor’s 
??? Tenancy Act Amoudmont Bill in courso of which it had boon 
stated that this Bill would extinguish thousands of small landlords. Ho wanted to 
know what was really meant by small landlords. 

Pandif Oodavarts Mara also requostod the Bovenue Minister to enlighfeoa tho 
House p to what was the Imo of domaroatioa between small and bk landlords* In 
reply the Bevenm Mmiskr stated that it was impossible to say as to what was 
really meant by sm^l landlords. JSut he said that there wore 11,328 temporary 
sottlod estates m tlia JProviQoe of Orissa. The Eon. Mr. Nitymando Kanungo than 
HtroMly repudiated tho insinuations of tho mover of the motion that tha Btrinas of 
the Oovornmont vqro pulled from somewhoro else. They had their party and thoir 
constituency to which it had been always thoir endeavour to be faithfifl. 
n Kanungo said that there had boon much disonssioa about 

the utility of transferability or non-transferability of oooupaaoy holdings. But it had 
present Teaauoy Law that ooonpanoy holdings were freely 
to P®?®?°t of certain fees. In oonolusioa the Hon. Mr. Kanungo 
nl®. oo®tended tot land laws had their basis on soolal and traai- 
tlonal oBBtoms. That was what toy were «oia« to do. Thev esaonoted 
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bo a useful member of the society contributing as boat as possible to tho welfare of 
that society. If the interest of a few conllicted with the interest of the larger num- 
ber then that interest onglit to bo sacrificoti. 

The House again divided and Mr. Brajo Sundar Das's motion for recommittal of 
tho Bill to a Select Committee for reconsideration was lost by ll to 30 votes. 

The motion for consideration of the Bill was then passed without any division and 
tho Bill 41 was iitahen up olaiiso by clause. Tho Assembly then adjourned till tho 
Iht. March. 


Financial STATEansNT for 1938-39 

Ul. MARCH Tuo Orissa budget estimates for 1938-39 was presented in the 
Assembly to-day by Mr. Biswanalh Das^ tho Premier. It sliow'ed a deficit of Ks. 
2.48 lakhs. The revenue for the year is estimated at Rs. 192.08 lakhs and expendi- 
ture at Rs. 194.56 lakhs. 

The ieatures of the Budget include provisions for remedying tho flood menace, 
rural development, medical relief, tho reduction of the irrigation cess in North 
Orissa, the abolition of fees in olemontar.y schools in North Onssa and the introduction 
of prohibition of opium in Balasoro district. 

Mr. Das said that a serious attempt was mado to close tho curionl year with a 
surplus by practising rigid economy. 

The Premier stated that provision has boon mado for sinking 1,000 wells annually 
ill tho villages. A marketing offic(^r has tboou appointed and tlie system of subsidized 
farms would soon bo insiitutod. The Dopartmeut of Agriculturo was introducing new 
crops, and a throe-year programme had boon drawn up for fruit cultivation. 

The loss on th« prohibition sclu^me in flalasoro W'as estimated^ at rupees ono lakh 
next year. Tho Budget has provided lls. 5 lakhs for communications. In conclusion 
Mr. lias said : “Wo tiiod in our humblo way to give riftfot to the constructive pro- 
gramme that had boon laid down by the Congress during tho p4nst few months that wo 
had been in office. Tho clifTioultios of tho problrms of Orissa arc inherent in themselves. 
Our wants are many but the resourcos limited. Tho evolution of a new system of 
administration under widely different conditions requires careful thinking,’’ 


General Discussion op Budgist 

2nd. MARCH The general discussion of *fho Budget commenced to-day. Mr. 
ZntifuT in opening tiic discussion, said that the Budget liad boon prepareil 

with a view to help tho peoph' iu gorioral. But he was srroy that nothing bad biuui 
done for Muslims. It seemed the Oovenimont were keon to protect the canal system, 
but no serious attempts had boon made for protecting the flood alloctod areas. 

Mr. Evans congratulated the Finance Minister for tho biulgtit as a whole. He 
was surprised to see that no mention had been made in tho budget about the new 
Capital and tho construction of tho bridge, lie also congratulated the Government for 
bringing no now tax proposals and also for the decision to help tho industry. Kliornl 
hills weto nogiooted before and they Iiud been abandoned now. While lakhs of 
rupees would bo spent for Koraput Agency, proper attention had not been given to 
Ganjam Agenoy.O Before grantinfi more power to local bodies, Mr. Evans pleaded for 
a thorough enquiry into tho working of tho local, district and Union Boards. 

Bj. SadhucMrm Das (Congress), while appreciating^ tho budget, pleaded for more 
attention to flood -elfected areas. 

8j. Beeralmshoro Bchera did not consider the Budget to be a satisfactory ono. No 
attempt had been mado to redeem the pledge given by the Congress during elections* 

Bj. Brojosundar Das next rose to speak on the Budget. He did not see any new 
orientation in it and found the same old autocratio hands in the Budget. He com- 
plained about the treatment motod out to landlords, and specially criticised the 
Tenancy measures brought forward by the Government. 

Mr. Ahdus Sohhan Khan said that his oommuni^ was educationally back- 
ward, financially poor but politically a potential power. lie regretted that no provision 
had been made in the budget for the education and uplift of the Muslims. He was 
glad that provisions had been made in tho Budget for combating leprosy and malaria 
fn the province. He pleaded for pure water for Cuttack and High Court for Orissa, 

‘ Bh Pyari Banhar May (Congress Labour) in meeting some of the criticism ad- 
vwed by the opposition said that there was ample proof to show that the present 
Hudget had been framed for doing good to the people. By reducing water oess and 
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party bad redeemed some ot the election pledfr^s. He also congratulated the Premier 

for the Tenancy Laws for giving relief to tenants. ^ ^ ^ . 

In conclusion Sj. Boy pleded for appointment of start for mspoction ot lactones 

in Orissa aa they were not getting justice under present ariangomeut. ilo pleaded 
for immediate application of the Payment of Wages Act in the province, lie also 
appealed to the Govornmont to do away with the system of pressing oil by human 

^M}^Q%atnaik described the Biidgot as an oloctioneoring campaign. He was 
in possession of the House when it rose for the }day. 

Zrd, MARCH :—Mr. M, G. Fataaik resuming the general discussion of the BikL 
got pleaded for the introduction of lift-irrigation as without storage irrigation would 
not be successful. Beferiing to the abolition of fees m primary schools of North 
Orissa Bj. Fatmiik wanted to know what cumpeusation they were going to give to the 
pODi- teachers. Ho accused the Goverumenc with suppi essioii of facts as the fact of 
resignation of Cuttack membcrB, who wore appointed to help Dewan Bahadur Deva- 
sikhamoni Mudaliur in his co-oporative cinpiiry, had not been mentioned in the budget 
speech. Bj. Patnaik further stated that liio system of administration of water ratea 
was unsatisfactory in North Oiissa. were often coUechid without water being 

supplied in time of need. As regards riidiictionof rents and taxes, Bj. AE. (J. Patnaik 
said that Ministers wore being pulled on one side by tlieir party and on otlier by 
their oSicials. Ho said last year some rMraissions wore granted to Bouth Oiissa but 
nothing had been done this year although prices of proiiucui hud remained unchanged. 

Si. Sadasiva Tripaihi (Congress), after narrating tlie difTIcuUii.'S of the partially 
excluded areas, comidained that conservation of forest by the i^anaraja of Joypore 
was a source of harrassment tu the peoplo and means of proiil to contractors ami 
companies. Be pleaded for niodilicmion of forest laws for the bonefit of raiyats 
and appoiniment of a committee fur tackling special problems of ICofuput districts. 

8j\ Baripani Jam pleaded for the dovelopinout of agricultural and lioidticultural 
development in Agency Areas. 

Bj. Fr&manantio Mohanty wanted moro money for medical aid for women and 
people in general and more facilities fur llie employrncut of uducated young men of 
aborginal 'tribes, 

OaissA XifiXANcr Act Amjend. Ban 

4th. MARCH The Assembly to-day resumed consideration of the Orissa Tenancy 
Act amending bill. After inturpoHutions clause B which rocommendod some minor 
changes was adopted without any division. 

Mr. M, (?. Patnaik requested the Hpcakor to take up consideration of 01au.so8 4 
and 5 of the Bill together. The ^pmkur drsirod to follow the practice of eonshioririg 
every olauso separately, qiio Loader of the House too supported this veUv* But riftar 
some further discussion the BptJuker decided that having regard to intimate connectiona 
between clauses 4 and 5 which scorned to be one and same both clmiHos should bo 
considered together in order to avoid waste of time and ropetition of facts. 

Clause 4 of the Bill proposes to amend Bection 27 of the Orissa Tenancy Act 
while clause 5 proposes to Siisiu't new section (Bection 27 A) In the Act The present 
section 27 enunciates that an occupancy raiyat may uao land in any manner which 
does not materially impair value of the laud or render it unfit for the purpOHOS o£ 
tenancy but shall not be entitled to cut down trees in contravention of any local 
custom. Clause 4 proposes to amend this section by omittiufj Bontonee beginning from 
word ‘^but” and ending in *^custom'’ thus removing all restrictions of trees. Ulause 5 
of the Bill proposes to insert new section 27 A in the Act conferring on ooonpancy 
raiyats full rights in trees on lauds in their holdings. An express provision has also 
hoon added making it clear that such enjoyment by planting, felling etc. of trees 
should not render occupancy raiyats liable to ejeotmeut under BeoHon 29 of the 
Orissa Tenancy Act. 

Mr. J^oJa$undar Das moved an amendment for Deletion of clause 4 of the Bilk 
In moving tbo amendment Bj. Das said that in determining the rights, reliance must 
he put on customs. He characterised the records of rights as prepared during the 
settlement as records of wrongs. Those records of rights were incorrect ana had 
made the issues complicated. So* in giving oooupanoy tenants tho rights over trees, 
custom should be taken into consideration. ®j# Das raised a point of order that the 
addition of provision in clause 5 exempting tenants from ejectment under section 29 
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was ultra vires. That provision was never in the Bill and the Select Committee had 
gone beyond its jurisdiction by adding that provision. 

The Hon’ble Sj, Mtyanando Kanungo^ Minister said that in view of proposed 
amendments giving tenants the rights in trees, that provision was consequential and 
80 the Select Committee had power to that. 

Swami Bichitra Nando Das said that the provision was not out of order as it 
was necessitated by the amendments proposed. The Select Committee liaci every 
right to add that provision, 

The Fr&mier pointed out that the clauses are intor-related and inter- dependent. So 
the provision was not out of order. 

The Speaker in ruling out Sj. Brojasundar Das’s point of order said that the 
matters were so intimately connected that the subjeot-raattor of the new provision 
could not be said to be outside the provision of the amending bill. 

Mr, Af. 0. Patnaik then moved his amendment that right to trees should be 
governed by customs. He characterised the new section as expropriatory. 

7t!i. MARCH ‘The Assembly to-day passed clauses 4 and 5 of the Bill with a 
new amendment. The clauses with the amendment confer absolute rights upon 
occupancy tenants over plant, flowors, fruity and other products and to fell, utilize 
or dispose of timber on any tree on their lands. Only in cases whore the rights 
of landlords have been recorded in settlement or been established in civil courts, 
will the tenants have to apply to the collector and p*\y reasonable compensation. 

The premier, Mr, Biswanath Das said that such rights had been conferred on 
ryots in other provinces too. He added that the bogey of expropriation had boon 
raised only for the purpose of misleading the public. 

NoN-OPPioiAti Bills 

8tk MARCH :—The Assembly to-day discussed non-ofhcial husinoss, Mr. Pran* 
nath Patnaik (Socialist) introduced a Bill to provide for tlie bettor administration of 
the Puri Jagannath Templo. The Bill to amend the Legal Praotitionern* Act 1879 
standing in the name of Mr. O'. C. Thatraj Bahadur, was also introduced. 

Mr, Pyari Sankar Boy moved that the Factories (Orissa Amendment) Bill fao 
referred to a select committee. Mr. Bodhram Duhe^ Minister, moved for the circula- 
tion of the Bill for eliciting public opinion. Mr. Oodavaris Misra suggested re- 
ference of the Bill to oconomists of tlio province. The Rev. E. M, Evans supported 
the mover. The mover accepted the Government amendment for circulation. 

Mr, Roy next moved that the Bill for fixing the rates of wages be referred to a 
select committee. On Mr. Duhe^s suggestion it was decided to circulate the Bill for 
eliciting public opinion. 

Oeissa. Tenancy Acr Amend. Bill (contd.) 

loth. MARCH Peelings rose high to-day, daring the course of discussion on 
the Orissa Tenancy Act Amendment Bill which resulted in a walk-out of seven mem- 
bers of the Opposition. The Assembly took up clause six which aimed at conferring 
the right of free transfer without mutation fee, Mr. Rahman raovod an amendment 
suggesting some restriotions in the transfer. When Mr. if. O. Patnaik was speaking 
on the amendment the Speaker pointed out tliat his spfioch was irrelevant, and old 
grounds wore now being repeated. This was followed by an exchango of hot 
words and Mr, Patnaik threatened to walk out. The atmosphoro however cooled 
down and Mr. Patnaik continued for about an hour. The ameudment (a part of which 
Mr. Rahman withdrew) was lost without division. 

It was then past four o^olock. The Speaker announcod that in view of the slow 
progress made, disonssion would be oontinuod till clause six was finished. 

The Premier stated that the Assembly was sitting for the longest hours in the 
day of all the Assemblies in India. Mr. Patnaik objeetod to the continuation and 
walked out with Mr. Brajasundar Das, Raja of Madhujiur, Mr, Latifar Rahman, Khan 
Bahadur Ahmadbux, Mr. Birobehra and Mr. f. Haq. The Premier regretted the oppo- 
sition's attitude and requested the Speaker to postpone tlio proceedings. 

The Speaker did not agree* but wanted continuation of business. As Mr. Braja- 
Bundar Das and the Raja of Madbupur walked out the amendments to clause six could 
not ^ moved and the clause was passed. 

tittu MARCH t^The Assembly to-day resumed discussion of the Tenancy 
DiB. Several amendments were moved. Mr* Biswanath Das, Premier, 
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objected to tlio ameudmoEt moved by Mr. J9. R, Das which urged that stamp duty 
on registration fee should not be levied on sale deeds. 

The Premier held that the amendmont really sought to modify tlio Stamp Act and 
the Kogistration Act. 

The Speaker upliold the Premier’s oontontioa, and ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Features of to-day’s proceedings were about six points ot order and discussion ou 
legal points between lawyer members. Practically the whole day was devoted to 
these points of order and Clause VII had not finished when the House rose for the 
day. 


Vom’o o:^ Bodobt Dunums 

IStli. MARCH : —Voting ou demands for grants was taken up to-day whoa the 
Assembly met after holidays. Mr. Latifur Rahman moved two cut motions regarding 
land revenue demands for discassin" difficulties of Zemindars in ])ayiug revenue and 
process fees, and another foi discussing the management of Govcnimeut estates. Tlte 
Government assuring to consider those, Mr. Rahman witlidriiw the cut motions, 

Mr. Rahman moved another cut motion for bringing to Cxoverumeui’s aituufiou 
various ‘oppressions’ by oo]lector.s of rents in Government estates. 

The Hon. Minister ^Kanungo replying stated that, the Government were oxamining 
the question and the most equitable solution would be suggostod. Mr. Rahman with** 
drew the motion. 


IStli. MARCH Revision of the ‘Sun sot law.’* under which the Government 
could auction a zomindary estate if the land revenue was not paid before nightfall 
on the due date, was urged in the ^ Assembly to-day by the Raja of Madhfipnr, who 
moved a out in tho revenue administration demand to draw attention to the hard- 
ships of the landlords, following the depression and tlio non-pavmont of rent by tho 
tenants. ^ ^ 

Mr. Ara«ttn(7o, Ministor-ia-Oh said that 60 per cent gross collec- 

tion should bo considered ample to compensate the landlords for the trouble taken in 
the oolisolion of rents from tenants. He also said that the zemindars hail been 
improvident and unbusinesslike. They ought to have provided for tho ‘rainy dav.” 
It was true that tho “Sun set law” existed hut it had not boon onforcod lately* Ifo 
dosoribod land as a national asset which ought to belong to the State, It was a great 
tragedy that the bulk of land m India was owned privately. Sudden changes, how- 
ever, were impossible, » ^ » 


22nd. MAI^H An announcement was made this morning regarding tho imiustrial 
by Mr. Bisimnath pas, the Premier, during discussion on demands for grants, 
4 o ^^fiJI*"^^overnment and Comraorco) asked 

for Es. 2,28 lakhs ^ under^ “Industrios” ^when the Baja of Madhupur moved a out, 
complammg that industries had not beou given adequate attention. Mr. laUfur 
Rahman asked the Government to follow the example of Japan. Mr. JE?. M, Bmm 

Kndfawas their^rfvivaf destroyed village industries, but the main problem 

on behalf of the Government, ejcplainea that big iaaustrles 
had not been ignored, anvonienoes had been aHordod for starting a paper mill at 
Sambalpur, chemical works were uudar^ contemplation, and also a sugar faWy. But 
the mam attention of Orissa should be given to small industries- ® ^ 

wvernment have provided Its, 43,OCK3 in next year’s Badurot for startim? a 
Village Industries Institute at Outtaok- Mr. Evans was perfootlv right in obiectfocs 
^4® 9°?®’'““°“* woM. paying unoeasing aWeiitio/to all kmds o1 
industries would oo helped but the Government would not 
start them. Small industries would be started or be revived 

The Baja of Uadhv^ur ^ withdrew his out and the entire demand under “Indus- 
S’’®"* “Civil 'Works" was next passed, 
ipo followitig demands wore then voted successively Rs. 8.85 lakha !<■»*•» 

wJnS® JPnblio^ Works ; Bs. 35,000 for^J^mlne 

Shf ’forMtSlMieoM“‘°““ ’ Stationery and Printing, Bs, 1,05 


wkIS* oosgratulatod the Premier on the 

whjofi showed the oonfidenoe of the House in him, Ihe House 


of the Budget, 
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Orissa. Tessjancy Aor. Amend. Bill (contd.) 

1st. APRIL The Assembly to-day passed Olauso 10 of the Orissa Tenancy Act 
Amendment Bill. The clause aimed at reducing the lato of interest on arrears of 
rents from 12 and a half per cent, to 6 per cent 

An amendment to reduce the rate of interest to 9 per cent, moved by Khan 
Bahadur Ahmad was rejected by a large majority. 

Clause 11 of the Bill was under discussion when the Euuse rose for the day. 

2nd, APRIL:— The Assembly to-day took up clauses dealing with illegal •exactions. 
The clauses aimed at declaring illegal exactions void and provide for summary trial 
by the collector or the deputy collector and prescribe a fine for such exactions. 

Mr, Nityanando Kanungo, Minister, state! that everyone was agreed that in 
spite of the existence of certain provisions in the Tenancy Act during the past 50 
years illegal exactions continued and that there had been no^oonsoious effort, even 
among educated zemindars, against this evil. 

Mr. Nahakrisna Choudhtiry (Socialist) sought the insertion of ‘^levy^* in place of 
“exaction’’ in the clause. Discussion on his amendment was proceeding when the 
House rose and adjourned to May 2. 

2nd. MAY The House took up to-day the consideration of the Orissa Tenancy 
Act (Amendment) Bill. The point discussed related to illegal exaoiions by landlords 
from tenants. 

Mr. Nabakrishna Ckowdhury (Congro.ss Socialist) suggesiod the substitution of the 
word “levies” for “exactions,” and the ITouso agreed to it. 

Mr. Bfojosundar Das (Landholders), objected to the provision of summary trial of 
landlords guilty of illegal lovios, 

Mr. Nityananda Kanungo^ Bevenuo Minister, on behalf of the Government, 
agreed to the substitution for it of regular trial but on condition that there should be 
a provision of imprisonment for a delinquent landlord as in other provinces. 

The Opposition agreed to it, and a provision of a fine of Es. 500 or simple im- 
prisonment not exceeding six months was made in the Bill. It was further agreed 
that the provision of a time limit of six months for a tenant making complaint should 
bo cancelled. 

3rd. MAY The Orissa Tenancy Act Amondmont Bill and the Orissa Small 
Holders’ Bill were passed to-day. 

The Orissa Tenauoy Act Amendment Bill which sought to give the tenants right 
to trees and free transfer of occufiancy holdings and reduce the rate of interest on 
arrears of rents to 6 per cent and make all illi'gal levies punishable under law, was 
introduced on the 25th February last. Discussion continued throughout the month of 
March and a lame number of amendraonts was disposed of. 

To-day Mr. Brojosmdar Das's amendment for excluding the temporary settled es- 
tates from the operation of the Bill was dofoafed. 

The third reading w-as oppossed by Air. Brojosundar Das and the Baja of 
Madhupun In replying to the debate the Hun. Mr. Kanmgo, Bovonuo Minister, 
refuted the charges, levelled by opposition members that the Bill had boon hurried 
through. 

The sole purpose of tho Government in enacting the measure, continuod Air. 
Kanungo is to cio groatost good to greatest number. Their sole purpose was that 
body politics in India should grow up as one nation and as one homogeneous whole. 
This piece of legislation, the Bovmme Minister hoped, would help in creating butter 
relations between landlords and tenants. Tho Don. Mr, Kanaugo continued : This 
piece of legislation was not com plots by itself. Further tho Govornmont of India 
Act did not permit any radical ohnngo in social structure. Concluding, tlm Rovenue 
Minister said that whoa the Bill would bo passed into law it would servo the best 
purpose for which it bad been intended. At 8-30 p. m. the Bill was put before the 
House and passed without any division, 

OiassA I Joinders’ Bill 

The Honourable Mr, Biswmath Das then introduced the Orissa Small Holders’ 
Bill. 

Owing to the continued economic deprossiun, there were indioaiious that the 
condition of the vast, mass of small peasant-proprietors and agricultural tenants was 
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deterioratlug, GovernmeEt were contemplating taking stops for the introduction^ of 
legislation to afford permanent relief to this class of agricaltarists. But this reqmrod 
time and careful consideration. Pending the consideration of such pnrmanont meastire 
of relief Governmont were desirous of preventing the eviction of small holders from 
their lands and also the attachment and sale of their movable proportv as a result 
of decrees now pending or that may bo obtained duriiig the period for whitm this 
Bill would be in force, within which time Government hoped to uitiodtic-o legislation 
for the permanent relief of this class of agriculturists. This Bill was designed to secure 
this object, , ^ 

As thoro was no objection the Bill was introduood and consideration of the Hill, 
clause by clause, was taken up. 'With slight amendments proposed by Hj. JagahandJm 
t^ingh to clause % of the Bill, all the clauses wore passed , 

In moving the third reading of the Bill the hon. Mr. Biswanath Drts refufo<l tho 
charge made by the Raja Bahadur of Khallikoto that the Bill was being Ijurrimily 
rushed through. He said that the Bill closely followed the Bombay Small Holders’ 
Act. Farther the Premier called conforonce of loaders of all parties and discuKHod 
provisions of the Bill. Thus alihough teohnicallj'' the Bill had not gone through tho 
Select Committee it had the effect of being oxamined by a Select Commit toe. 

Concluding the Premier said that mombers of his party wore not at all sstisiicd 
with the small provisions of tho Bill. They w’-antod to go further, in fact nolliing 
more than moratorium for a year had been granted by tin's Bill to agriculturists. 

The third reading was then passed without any opposition, 

In thanking tho members for passing the Bill tha Premier said lhai it would give 
some relief to poor agriculturists. The iTouse then aljournud. 

Legal Praotition'ers’ Act Amend. Bir.L 

4th. MAY : — .Mr. M, O. Palnaik objected to the consideration to-day of tho iiill 
to amend the Legal Praotitionors’ Act which aimed at allowing Muktijois from Madras 
to practise in tho South Orissa. Er. Patnaik’s ohjeidion was based on Iho grotUKi 
that the Bill, according to tho programme, was fixed for disouMHion to-daj*. 


The Premier on Minxktjbrtal Cruris 

Tn the aftornoon the Premier, Mr, Bimanaih Da«, made a sfaternont detailing 
the ciroumstanoes leading to the feared minlsturial crisis and explaining how 
ultimately it was averted. 


“You are awaro of the fact,’' he said, “that Win Exoellenoy Bir John Jfuhbaok 
was to hand over charge on May 4 to Mr. ,T. R, Dain, Itevenuo Commissionor. who 
was to act as Governor in liia place. It was notified on March 7. I get the infor- 
mation three days before the publioaiion of the notification and lodged our prottml. 
against tho appointment of tho officiating Governor on the ground that an officer 
serving in the machinery of administration of the Provincial (h>vm:nmont had hmn 
elevated to the position of Governor without the knowledge of the Ministry res- 
ponsible for the admiaistration of the machinery ; secondly, that tho office of* Gov* 
ernor which at iho present time is one of prestige and authorily should not have 
fallen on one who was an officer serving under tho Ministry, Added to fhi» protOBt, 
0^ the Ministry to rosiga its oflioe was also commimioated to 
His Exconency m due course. 

“Bomo correspondonco betwoon His Excellency the Govornmr and mvsolf passed and 
this is not pioposod to bo placid before tho public. Till 9-45 a. m, to-day, tho 
situation WHS gloomy. My oolleagnos ami Parliamentary Beorctarics had submitted 
their resignations to mo ami when I with the letters of resignation was aclually on 
the point of starting from Puri I received a telcphono message from llh Kxoolloney 
the Govornor to the effect that he had caneciled his leave and from Mr. Howslend, 
hoorotary to His Kxcellouoy tho Governor that ho had received tho following 
communique ;**- 

In view of tho instability of tho political situation which he would ho bound to 
save to hm suocosspr, His^ Excellenoy tho Governor of Orissa does not fool jimtifiod 
sn prooeodmg with his original plan and considers that he has in tho interest of the 
province no option but to ask for the oanoelJation of the leave granted to him. The 
Keexetary of State has acceded to his request with the ooncurrenoe of the Governor-* 


“The oommunique**. Mr. Daa continued. ‘‘explains how His Excellonoy 
ernor has taotully handled the situation and avoided a crisis which alJ 


the Gov*, 
oonoerned 
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would have deplored. Mahatma Gandhi, in his epoch-making statement, said that there 
were very gratefal ways provided there was a will. It must be said to the credit of 
His Excellency that in spite of considerations of health he has prepared to cancel 
his leave to avoid a crisis, 

I shall be failing in my duty if I do not mention anything about Mr, Vain who 
was to suooeed His Excellency Sir John Hubback. He is an old and experienced 
olBSoer serving under the proviaoe of Bihar and Orissa and has chosen to serve Orissa 
to the best of his ability. It must be clearly understood that we have no personal 
grievance against him. And we also recognise the services he has been able to render 
to Orissa m the course of his tenure of office as Revenue Commissioner. The 
Ministry is also thankful to the Parliamentary Sub-Committee of the Congress Work- 
ing Committee for the helpful advice and guidance they have given all along in this 
matter. But for their advice the crisis would :have been precipitated much earlier. 1 
appeal to the Honourable Members to take all that has happened in a prayerful spirit. We 
are grateful to God for having found solution for a problem which was beset with 
so many difficulties. 

Legal Praoxitioners* Amend. Bill (contd.) 

5lh. MAY Tho Assembly concluded its session to-day after passing tlio Bill to 
amend the Legal Practitioners Act and the Nurses and Midwives Registration Bill. 

The first measure sought to allow mukteers from the Madras area to practice in 
south Orissa, while the second Bill provided for the registration and bettor training 
of nurses. 

Mr. if. Q. Patnaih moved for reference of the Legal Proctitioners Bill to a select 
committeo which was opposed by Mr, Bodkram Dtibe^ Minister-in-chargo. Tho Bill 
was passed. 


Nurses & Midwives Reqistration Bill 

The Nurses and Midwives Registration Bill was then introduced. The amendments 
moved by Mr. Premanmda Mahanti^ aiming at the Council being more representa- 
tive and to insist on tho dau and nurses now practising to qualify themselves before 
they could be registered, were accepted by tho Government and the Bill was passed 
without much discussion* 

The House at this stage prorogued. 
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Budget Session—Karachi— 26th. February to Slst. March 1S38 

Futancial Statkmsnt for 1038-39 

The Biiagefc Estimates for 193R-39 whioh^ wore proHontod to the Rind Legislatiro 
Assembly which commoticcd its Budget session at Karafdii on the 26th. February 
1938 by Sir Qlmlam Hmsain^ thu (ihief Minister lovoalod a surplus of iis. 1,55 000 
the Eevenae Roceififs being Us. 3,60,07,000 and tlu) K.K|tondituro debitabio to 
revenue, Hs. 3,50,12,000. 

The short interval wliitdi eliips<*il hotwt 3 en the passing of the ourront Budget in 
August last and the un whi<di pioposuls for new expenditiui^ in 1938-39 had to 
be suu()tioned for iirdusion in the budget, nllowod of vtu-y little time for the consider- 
ation of many sohiunes vvlmdi luo befMie the {lovm-ument. It. has bL*en fiuuid possible 
however, to furmul.ulo computed proposals and to malie (he aece.ssary Budget 
provision in respect of a number of new itora.s, directed towards the development of 
the province and its social wediaro. 

Of these new items the most important are the sehome for inigated forest planta- 
tion m Sind at a cost of Ks, 9,(;CX) ; grants to Anglo-Vornaoular Schools Ks. 10,000 • 
grants to non-Cloveniraeut Btfoondury Schools, Rs. 7,000 ; grants to local bodies for com- 
pulsory, primary education Us. 55,000; grantfor (he training of apprentloos in various 
industries Rs Rs, 5,000 ; grant for increasing the supply of school mistresses in rural 
areas Rs. 13,000 ; grant for a survey of ixuemnloyment among educated middle-class 
youths, Rs. 5,000 : reservation of seats and the creation of scholarships at the 
Yitjtoria Jubileo Technical Institute, Bombay, Rs. 1,000 ; scheme for the appointment 
of a livi^stook officer and the necessary establishment Rs. 15.000 ; cout.nuance of the 
Physiological section at the Agricuitaral Uesoarcli Station, Hakrund, Ks. 4 000 ; opening 
of two veterinary dispensaries Us. 5,000 and opening of two giant-in-aid veterinary 
dispiMisaries and appointment of Goverumont Votminary Assistant Burgeon at Islarnkut 
Bs. 3,000, totalling H». 1,33,000. 

Fartiiermorf>, increased budget allotmimt have been made to provide for improvetl 
diet in jails, Es. U,00D; the ostaiilishraont of model villagps Ks. 15.000; the imrehu.se 
of bulls Bm. 7,000 and additional grants to local bodies fur tiie improvement of village 
water-supply lis. 10,000, totalling lis. 43,000. 

No fti'couut has been taken in the estimates of tho receipt of a share in the 
Income Tax, although it is possible that the Geutral Ouvernmeut may be able to oileot 
a distribution. Nor hns any account been taken of any savings which may evontoate 
from the labours of the Eeorgauisation Committee or from the working of tho 
Betting Tax Bill which will bo brought before tho Legislative Assmbly, in the present 
session. 

As against these have to be reckoned tho proposal to establish an Agiioultural 
College, which will apuit from tho capital expenditure, involve a recurring expendi- 
ture of some Ra. 50,000 per annum ; strengthening tho office of the Revenue 
Commissioner and guaranteeing of approximately Hs 40.000 a year in respect o£ 
the Khadro-Nftwabshah Railway extension. Further, in addition to the loan already 
sanctioned to the Buid Provincial Co-operative Bank, Government may find it necessary 
to provide further linanciai aid to the institution. 

As regards the debt position, Bind*s debt to tho Gontral Government on April 1, 
1937 stood at a total figure of Rs. 2,937 lakhs and this will, according to the present 
estimates, be reduced by March 31, 1938, to Rs. 2,907 lakhs. 

Certain sources of provincial revenue would come to an end on March 31, 1938 
and in order to provide for their oontinuanoe, legislatiou will bo brought before the 
Assembly in the Budget session. The Stamp duties, Court Foes and the Electricity 
JDuty will be the subject of a Finance Bill and the Tobacco duty, the subject of a 
separate Tobacco Taxation Bill. Their estimated return hue been included in the 
present Budget. 

. AcoordiiD^ to tho final accounts figures, the opening cash balance for 1937-38 was 
Rs. I)40,73,w0 and according to the revised estimates the closing balance for the 
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year is expected to be Rs. 5,G6,010. Besides tills cash balanoc, tlio Province possesses 
about Rs. 12 lakhs worth of Central Government securities in tho Famine Fund, 
Rs* 110 lakhs in Governmout of India Treasury Bills, the minimam balances with 
the Reserve Bank and tho Di<jtrict Treasuries and tho balance of lis. 10 and 
one-fourth lakhs in the Building Fund. 

GeN"BRA.L DiSOUSSrO.Sr op DUDCrET 

1st MARCH .-—General discussion on the budget ensued to-day when Mr. J7, K, 
Bidhwa (Congress) congratulated the Governmout on presenting a surplus budget, but 
expressed disappointment at tho inadequacy of funds earmarked for nation-building 
departments. 

Mr. O', H, Rasohen (European Group) stressed the need for improving the means 
of communication in the barrage area and warned against Ibe consequenctjs of 
letroQchmont m the Department of Public Works, holding that it woiibi bo *‘'anna 
wise and rupee foolish.” 

2nd, MARCH Replying to the budg'd, tho Premier and tlui Finance Ministi'r, 
the hon. Sir Qliulam Hussain Hidaifatidlah said that they were uuderlaldng a sur- 
vey of the mineral wealth of Siud. Too Proviiuie was indtdded to the tune of twelve 
times its annual roveimo. Jle Ind ear-maikod Rs. 30 lakhs fur rmfion-bmiding de- 
partments, including four laklis for village improvement. Ifo assurerl tht 3 Ibmso tfuit 
the Government would give careful cmisnleradon to the recommendations of (lie 
members. Tho lion. Dr, Uetnandas Wadhwani^ Minister fur Publwi Health, declaro<l 
that he was working out scdiemes fur introducing drisUc reforms in the Medical 
Department. 

Finance Act Amend Bidl 

3rd. MARCH:— Tho Premer moved an official Bill fo-day amending tho Bombay 
Finance Act so as to have tho ;;proceods of tho ciootriuily duty transferred to Hind. 
It was adopted. 

TecAnco Act Amend. Bxld 

The House thijn discussed anofhor ofUciai Bill to nmeiid tln*^ B »mbay District 
Tobacco Act, under which a duly of Hs. 51) per aimura would be Icvieil on wliolusalu 
dealers. 


The Karachi CoiiroRATioN Brw. 

4th. MARCH The Bill to oxtond tho Karachi Mnuiofpal (jorfmraf ion’s life from 
three to live years was discnssiMl to-duy. 

Mr. Jf. G. Qa%dar^ introducing Ihe Bill, obs-Tvel t!iat in vi«nv of fho imfiortant 
schemes, such as water supply and drainage, lauimliod by the Corporation, three 
years proved insufiloiont. lie urged the Kouso to the Bill to onablo the 

Government to introduce reforms like joint. eleo.fconMos in lu-iai bodies. 

The Congress benches, vohomontly opposing tins Bill, characterised it as pbiynig 
with the citisjon’s right to elect roprosentativos and demande I that tho Govonirneut 
should first introduce a Dill to sot up joint oleclorafos. 

Sth. MARCH The Assembly to-day passorl Mr. Gaidar’s Dill In tho course 
of the discussion Mr. R, K. Bidhwn (QungreH.4) remarked that there was no hope for 
justice and equity in tho House to which the Treasury betir.hes took oxcoption ami 
Mr. Sidhwa withdrew his offending romark.s. The Premier, the hon. s^ir G. //, 
Bidayatallah stated that tho draft Bill for tho introduction of electorates in Sind 
was now ready and would bo introducud shcrily. 

Totinq on Bctoort Demands 

7tl*. MARCH -As many as 170 cut motions, mostly under tho demands for 
Education, Excise, Police and General Administration, camii up -for consideration to-day, 

Tho Premier, tho hon. Bir Cfhulam Uussam EidayatuUah pointed out that the 
motions wore out of order in as much as under the new Constitution no cuts could 
be moved under minor heads. The Speaker agreeing with the foontentlon allowed the 
members to re-draft their motions in oonformiiy with tho rales. 

',35 
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n^i. MAorH ._nr PomtUl fConiii'ess) raove.l.io-aay a tokon oat of Rr. 100 under 
sJleln T the%iscnssim^ wWch l,«tod (In-onghout tho day, tho 

oSosition bonohes oritieise the Oovernmcnt’e esc, so rn’-oy. 

mi-i. MARCH ■ Roplving to the dobato on a cut t.i ition iradcr Exoiso, the hon. 

r,. Primo Minister, ammunoed tho Governmont’s 

Sir GWom ffffXmon ofclrr^ with’fttVot from 1939-40. Ti.is would 

SiTfloss oWl laS besides another half a lakh in preventing 

sSsling In this eonnectiou the Oovororaout wore prepared to appoint a committoe 
to swffsost wuYS atid rmefins of mooHng tins j 

“ Afreezrooourred while the House was dis;nis.s.ng Hio E.vo.p Ludgo t. 

Dr looafW (Congress) said that tlw Premier was inisloaamg the mrmbers of 
the Horaf The Premier protested and Dr Ponat al w-as aski-d to withdraw tho 
remr^ The latter at first persisted tliat lie had a ngnt to say so but subsequently 

TtoCTf'^ttoSt Rs. 100, in tho Rxuise amount of Rs. 3,14,000 moved by the 
Congress Party, was lost. 


fim MiN'iSTKrjvL 

ISlh MARCH ho Oovernmout thoir « 


first defeat to-day when a 

token ent motion was carrifU ny as voies .i- A tense atmosplicre prev 

and th^result of the voting was roooivud by deafening cheers by tho Oppo.sition. 

The seven Congressmen present, eight Hindus and eight United Party members, 
voted for tho out, three remaining nentiai. Cmgiess ciri»s woro juhilant. 

IhKimV, replying to tlm debate, said timi Urn It,.:s!o.s worn as responsible 
as anv Xis for iLlr achioveraonts, including ddatlul work on tho vaiious com- 
LtMS on emplOTmont, ednoation, etc. They had al.u appu'nb'' a commit tee to go 
into tho wstion of recovorios of water-coarsi ch.'i^cs, WtiMj h iiad agitating tlie 
ScultolKr some time. Tiio Premier undertook to consider Congress griovanoes. 

The Seferfsis was foreshadow.4 in lobby clrulos as it was evident that if the 
nine aeoeders Ironi th© Coalition Party Joliu^d hciiula with tho Ooni^rcMs I arty and 
the Hindu Farty^ numbering aeven and nine soBpooliYtjiyj tho cut motion would be 
mased as oalv 47 membera were preaent in tho IIou^sb to-* jay, 

!DhiBgs had boon moving fast in th© last two^ days in Assembly^ circles. ^1^*^ 
position oonoentrated on the head (lenora! Administration, for winch a gi’unt of Hs, 
614,000 was demanried. The adoidfoa of the tokon out was taken on all hands as 
a’ motion of *^no-ooDfidenc©’’ in tho i^resent Ministry. 

After the adoption of the cut, tho ontii^ demand umlor General MnunrAiatioa 
^ minus rupee one was put to vote and was also Tejeotc*! hy ^,5 . 

There&er, the House voted the remaming heads including iohco, Lducation, otc, 

' / ' Thu JSm MimsmT 

2l»t MARCH:— The hon. Sir SMam Jiussain called on II • E. the 

Governor first at noon and again half an hour later, along with his two colleagues lit© 
Cabinet, and the Deputy Fresideni Emerging from Government House a second time, 

, Bir Ohulam told the^ prLsmon : gentlpen, sent in our ^resignations 

despite our ma|ority and we challenge any other paity to t, ^ wfis 

^ him Bahadur AUMuic, who mtomewed the 

Invited to form a Cabinet and he ohoso Fir Elahthux and Mr* NQhohmda^ as his 
colleagues, with himself as Fretoier* , , , , ' , '* tr ^ -u* 

‘ The week-end was marked by dntens© political activity in 
dtstriels consequent on endeavours by diferent parties to 
: ^Mlnisterkl cirmes held that the present Government had sufored W 

,tfte defedtioa on the part' of the United Farty and still ^rpiain the domm^t .partf m 
^ ’the House* ’ Henoe the talk 'of' fo,mation of - a 'new Ministry was premature*' ' ; ; 

’'-'V^:few'had''anti 0 ihaW' ttmt'tha'Co%oss'' Party with its 
; l|uiioh''np#^lhe’ ,^tna , a 

' Ipl ui|ht between Mr*" Jalramto, •^anlatram and amj Bandar vallabhbhai ^ 

m€ 0 n%ai^«&ilvMior^the;FW ' ^ . ' .i.' '■* ^ 

J;vA#^theSjV ,upon^'tb'lorln^t!l0;' ,0overnhaent 'an ^opportunity, 

Frovinoe and ^ 
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not to join hands with the oppositionists in wreeldng it Tho Congress^ 
pressed readiness to allow this respite for a reasonable penod v/liiio atlhenng to tiieu 
general policy of opposition and carrying out the Congress programmo. 

22nd. MARCH Tbo new Bfinistors assitmod chargo of thoir rospeotivo doj>arU 
munis this morning. This now party was christonod tho Nationalist Party* 

25ih. MARCH After a four-days’ prorogation, the Assembly mot lo-day wiion 
the new Cabinet, witli thoir party inolading two more Hindus, occupied tho Treasury 
Benches while Sir Ghnltm Hussain’s party wont orer to the Opposition. Tho Congress 
Party remained whore it was* 

Allegations against OmoERS 

Mr. E, K. Sidhtva moved tho adjournmuni of tho House to disoiiss tho alleged 
interferouco and personal canvassing by Govcrnniont ofSclals on March IS wheu tho 
former Cabinet was dufoatod. 

Tho hon. Khan Bahadur Aliahhvx^ Primo Ministejr, made ytatumonfc es'priissing 
agreenionfe with the mover and holding that it was not only most important for meni- 
bors of the public Services not to inioforo in polilical miulon-j but that such utjtion 
constitute a gross and roprohonsildo iii1orfL*runco with tho priv‘dt‘gos of the members 
of the Assembly in the <*xeroiso of their iudiviaaal jiiilgiaoni. The Premier proposed 
to bring oases of such inlorfuronce to the atteniioii of tho of Departramits so 

as to enable thorn to take appropriate action. Hu nrgorl tlio mo/tu’ to withdraw liis 
motion, which Mr. Sidhwa did. 

The grant under the head Gonerjxl Admiuistratirn, which was refused by tho 
House on March 18, was brouglit to-dny as a supplumuntary statement of osrpeadiiuro 
for 1938-39. Tho House adjourned till March 2D. 

Pnoon.uiME OF ide New BItnxstrv 

29th. MARCH A statement of tho policy whicli the now" Cabintst would pursue 
was made in tho Assombly this evening, Thu Proraior, tho hon. Khan Bahadur 
AUahhwJO assured tho House that they would ho gublt‘cl by \hi\ national aspirations of 
the people of this country in aceurdimeo ■with the poenliar needs and eircum'datnies 
of the Provinc'U. Tho programme of the National CaugroHS and panics wbirdi 
helped to form the Government Ind long boon hufore the pcopl(> of this Proviiioc 
and thoru wore many points in flicm which tho public of Hind would appn'oiafo and 
support. It would bu the duty of t!io now Gownainioiit to give (dlVof to Ilin: 5 (», 
having regard to tho cdruumsi/incV'i rd’ the ProviiUiO. 

Tho Premier adtiod that his (b»vt’rjim<nit ha! come iufc l*c,ing on no^ terms of 
bargaining with any other party* Thodr undtudaking was io run (!j 0 admiuiidration 
on brand national lines so as to caabb* iho pocplu to enjoy the fruit, s and brniotits of 
the transfuronoo of power from an Irnniponsiblo rxouutivo to the represMUtativuS of the 
people. Detailing tinnr programme, the Khan Bahadur said (hat iho figures on which 
tho subvention was based had already iiuon proved to incorrect and a further 
eiKiuiry was nocossary to ascurtnin wluit was iho utmost; payment iliat could fairly 
be demanded from Hind, The Govurumeut. proposed to plnuu thoir views before the 
Government of India and Iho Huorotury of Htnto, Further, the G ovum mont proposed 
to improve the lot of the landholders and agrioulturisin of tho Froviim It was 
their inteution to study tho report of the Eeorgauisatiou Committee and to taku 
Immediate action thoreon as fur us possible. 

As regards tho recovery of fine!?, in dofnnit ol payment of which senimices of 
imprisonment had huon undergone, tho Oovornmont proposed to instruct the District 
Magistrates to bring to iiio attentiou of the couids ccmcernod that tho Government 
did not dosiro such recoveries to be made. 

Tho Oovornment proposed to abolish tho system of Honorary M^igistmtus and t3)u 
nominations to Local bodies and also the practice of holding Collectors’ and Com** 
missioners’ Durbars, They were seriously considering tho qunstitm of tho relojvsa 
of Hansraj Wiruless and would rocommond to the (lovernmout of India, indicating 
that the Bind Government would not object to Moulvi Obeidullah’s return from ostih?. 
Village indastrios would bo increased and labour problems dealt with HympHthoUcaliy 
and a Committoo was to be appointod to consider the withdrawal of tho Bind Frontier 
Regulation. The minorilios* legitimate intorosts will bo safeguarded. 
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Voting On Budget Demands { Contd. ) 

SOtli, MARCH When the Assembly met this morning to vote on demands for 
grants under the head General Administration, in the Supplementary Budget, which 
*was rejected previously by the House culminating in the resignation of the Hidayat- 
ullah Ministry, Mr. M, H Qazdar^ belonging to tho party of Sir Ghulam Hidayat- 
ullah, moved a token cat to censure the Government. 

Attacking the Government, Mr. Gazdar characterised its programme as a signal of 
bankrupt statesmanship. Following this, the Muslims were sroing to he wiped out. 
There was, he said, a conspiracy to establish ^Ram Raj*. The United Party had 
surrendered to the Hindus and the Congress Patty, winch was a body of capitalists. 
He challenged Muslim members of the United Party to resign and see if they could 
get ro-elected on that programme. 

A breeze ensued when Mr. Isscr Das Farandmal^ a Congresslte, declared that a 
certain statement made by Mr. Gazdar on the floor of tho House was a lie, whoreupou 
Mr. Gazder retorted “You are a liar.” Tho Bpeakor called tho latter to order. Mr, 
G. if. Syed opposed the cut. 

Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah criiioisod fho now Cov 0 rnment*s programme 
and doubted whether ihoy would succeed in aohieving what his Governmont had 
achieved so far. Further, those who iiad not been true to their own i)eopIo would be 
true to noDo. 

Replying to the debate, the Premier, tho lion. Khan Bahadur Allnhhux said tliat 
his statement of policy had not covered tho wdiol-' ficM as tln*y had taken office only 
a few days back. Thev proposed to bring in pio' 4 ri‘ssivo logisbitivo measures. Il'e 
informed the House that Mr. G. F. S. Callins^ Ih* venue CoramissiouMr, Bind, and 
Mr. A. Gordon, P. W. D., Socrefary, were leaving for Ordhi to-nighi to confer with 
the Government of India regarding tho subvention, liu adiod for six months’ time for 
the new Government to carry out their prograninie. 

All the seven cuts, including Mr. Gazdar’s tokmi cut, wore withdrawn and tho 
House voted the ontiro demand under tho head CJuuoral Administration, amounting 
to Rs. 16,14,000. 

31at. MARCH Tlio Bpoakor announced to-day that 0. E. tho Oovornor had 
assented to the Tobacco Bill which wonhl come into force to-morrow. 

Thereafter, the Hchodulo of authorised supplementary expemlituro for 1037-38 and 
38-39 was laid on tho table and tlio House adjourned sine die* 


Third Se8«ion--*-Karachi— 19th. May to Ist June 1938 

Members’ Balaimi^s 

The third session of tho Assemby commonoed at Karachi on tho 19tlt. May 1938 
when Mr. M. H. Gazdar moved adjournment of tho House to discuss the supersession 
of certain P. W, D. officials and the transfer of cortaiii police officials. Tho Speaker 
ruled it out, holding that tho motion was not detinito. 

The Leader of the House then moved tho official Bill relating to Members’ Salaries 
and Allowances. After four hours’ discussion of th»^ clause relating to the members’ 
salaries, tho House fixed tho same salary for Uio Bind M. L. A’s as was permitted in 
Congress provinces, namely, Rs. 75 per monsem. The Hotise also allowed tho Deputy 
Speaker to draw tho ordinary mombor’s salary as well as the siflury of Deputy Speaker 
when the Assembly was in session. 

MAY A Oongross mamber’s amondmmit to the Members’ Salaries Bill 
fixing tho mombors’ travelling allowance as double third class was lost. The House 
fixed one and half second class fare as travelling allowanoo. A daily allowance of Rs. 
^^6 was decided upon. Mr. illif. B* Gazdur^s amoadmimt that members be paid allow- 
ance from 1st April instead of 1st Augiist, when pressed to a division, was lost by 16 
votes to ^8, the Congress members voiicg with tho Government, 

MmSTEEB* BaDARIBS BlbXi 

2UI. MAY Tho JPremier introduced to-day tho Government Bill on salaries for 
Ministers. Tho Bill provided for tho same scale of salaries as in tho Congress 
provinces. The Bill was discussed for throe days till the 24th. May when the 
Assembly parsed the Bill fixing the salary at Bs. 500 a month apart from free fur* 
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nisheJ quarters and provision for oonveyanoo. About twenty amendmonis, whioh had 
been tabled, were either withdrawn or defeated. 


Sind Local Bodies Bill 

2SlL MAY The system of nomination was an o'"*' 
fighting for the last thirty-five years and nominated membois \V| ■ r 
powers, doolared Mr. B. K. Sidhwa supporting the Government Bill f; ' 
nominations in mauicipahties and local boards and rnav<*d 

oleotod committoGS m uotifiad areas* Mr. Sidh'^a aided that Uie Liil IitX< 
by the Government in pursaance of their provn-esiive policy. \ocAmblv 

Earlier the House passed the Governmetit bill to amend tho Smd Assommy 
Eemoval of Disquaiifloations Act. 


26 th, MAY The Assembly to-day adopted the Bill. ‘ ^ t.fj 

missions, Sir Ohulam Hussain, Leader of the Opposition, 

meat did not lag behind the present one inasmuHi as tliMy ha i L 

gressive measures as these for the introda<5tioii of j'Jtii'i elecnoiabis, ‘P 
and abolition of nominations, but could not proceed with 

teciinioal difhcalties. Sir Gliiilam went on to refer to Urn attini le m 1“' Gc ^ 
groups towards tlie Bill for Ministers’ salaries, to which ihe u.>n 
P, W. D. Minister raised an objection. But the ^^pnaker ruleti that it was cu.stomtuy 
to allow a certain amount of latitude to the L'‘ad‘r of the <>|);/osiMon. 

The House then passed the Bill to amtuid the Boml^ay W-ngiils and f ^ f 
the Bill to araoini the Bombay Go-operativo Hociiities Act and pioceodcd to 
the Bill to amend the Bombay JUnterluiamoat Duly Act. 


27U.. MAY: -The Speaker toot up to-day Mr Oiwdor’s '‘'Ucj'rnmmit motp,n Jo 
discuss the agrarian situation in Taudo division, ihe Spoahei . 

having reached him late yesterday, ho had uot considered it and promiAOu i) 
do so to-day. 

ENTEarAiNJmNT Botv AMriKn, Biel 

The House then passed the Govornment Bill amending the Enteriainmont Dufy 
Act. A Congress amendment thoreto that military a 'd jnaval 
charged full onlortaininout duty was ruled out by tho hpeaker who ludd that the 
amendment was outside tho scope of the Bill. 

BHTriNO Tax Binn 


Tho House p«assed next tho Bill impe dng tax on cerlain forms 
ameiidmont moved by thci European Group, which sought to reduce the tfdaiisat<ir 
tax to 2 and half per cent from 4 pur cent was lost. iJjo tiitiuussiou hud not 
concluded when the House adjoarned. 


A CB Alii AN llmiKSt fx Tan no 

28th. MAY Oazdar'a adjournraonfc motion to discuss tho agrarian unrest 
in Tando division was ruled out by tlio Speaker in view of the assnnxnoo given by 
the Leader of the House that no serious situaiion oxisiod Biero. I ho Loader of tho 
Congress Party, supporting tlui motion, declared that tho unrest was duo to tho 
dilatory policy of tho Govornment. , n * .t 

The Premier explained that tho Oovernment pumiod a uniform poiijiy both m the 
barrage and non-harragu areas and could not bo carried away by the eiiortB of cortam 
laaraindars to iidluence tho Govurnmeufc policy for their bencllt. 


Botinu Tax k Looax. Bomtjjs Bxi^eh 

Official businoss concluded to-day with Ihe adoption of two Bills, the Bill lor 
imposing ta.K ou certaia forms of betting and ihe Bill for abolishing nominations to 
local boards. ^ 

The blitting Bill imposod four per cent tax cn moaius put mto totahsators on tho 
raoo course. This would bring ia a revouuo of over Its. 70,000 annually to tho 
Oovornmont. A clause seekiug to reduce tho outortaiumcat tax was dropped as H 
encountered opposition. , , * , ^ , 

The last Bill, abolishing nominations, was amo opposed by the M. L. A* ’a who 
were also municipal oorporamrs, but after six amendments had been ruled cut by the 
Speaker, the Bill was adopted. 
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Resolution On Federation 

30lh. MAY Tho Assnmbly discassocl to-day the Congress resolution strongly 

Topposing the Federation and urging the British Goveriimont not to force the sohome 
•on the province. The resolution on Federation staled that the Assembly, being 

of the opinion that the people of Sind were stroagly opposed to the scheme of Federal 

Government under tho Govornraeiit of India Act and would protest atrainst its inaugura- 
tion against the declared, will of the people, recommended to the Government to con- 
vey the feelings of the House to the British Guveraraont and urge them not to 
impose thO scheme on this province. 

Sheikh Abdul Majid moved an amendment socking to add at the end of tho 

resolution tho w'ords : ‘'Replace it by a scheme conferring full independence on 
India in the form of a Fedorution of free duraocratio Statfjs wherein the rights and 
interests of minorities are adequately and effectively safeguarded in tho Constitution.’* 

1st. JUNE Abdul Majid's amendment being ac<*e])ted by the Congress 

Party, the Assembly to-day adopted tho Congress n^solution on Federation, one 
Indian member and two Europeans (lissonling. 

Sir Ohulnui Hussain former Premier, support mg tho resolution, said 

that Podoratioii did not give powm* to Indians, the power still remaining in tho hands 
of foreigners. The following is tlio text of the resolution as amended and passed;— 

“This Assembly being of opinion that tho people of 8iud arc strongly ofiposod to 
tho scheme of Federal Oovornment under tho Oovorument of India Act and protest 
against its inauc>uratiou against tlioir doolarod will, rocommonds to the Government 
to convoy tho feelings of tho House to tho British Govornniont and urge tho Biitish 
Goverumont not to impose tho scheme on this province and to replace it by a 
scheme conferring upon India full independence in tlie form of a Federation of free 
democratic units, in which the rights and intorosts of the minorities aro adequately 
and eifectivoly safoguardod in the Constitution.” 

Only ono member, Do wan Dialmal Daulalravi (ilindii Sabha) dissented. 

Bind Frontier Regulations 

Eha% Sahib Gabol, Deputy Bpealcor, moved a resolution to repeal tho Sind 
Frontier Regulations. Tho Piomior, tlio hon. Khan Bahadur Allah Bur. aunouncotl 
that a committco would bo set up for the purposo of examining tlio working of 
tho rogulatimis and he assured tlio House that ho would liousidor the qu»‘stiou of 
ropoaliug thorn if the Committee so rocoinmeudod, Tho icsoluiion was withdrawn. 

Free Land Grant to Poors 

Anotlicr resolution that tho GoVLummeni should give free grants of land to poor 
residents of tho Lyari slum area was also withdrawn after tlio Promier’s assurance 
that tho Govennnont would communicate with iho Corporation in connection with 
the conditions governing tho grants of lands. 

Bei>eal oe Criminal XiauEs Act 

Shaikh Abdul Majid moved a resolution, recominondiug tim repeal of the Criminal 
Tribes Buttlomcnt Act of 1921. Tho Premer assured tho Uouso that tho Govurnmont 
felt that tho soctimi of the Act cmnpoIHng certain citizens to report thcmselvos to 
the police dkl entail hardship and that the Govornmeut had instructud District 
Magistrates and Buporintendonts of J'olico to go into tho question and loduco the 
Bumbor of persons auwotod by this provision, in which connretion tho roprosonla- 
tivtss of tliu people in the dihtriciH couconied would bo consulted. After the elimina- 
tion of cases, tho rosidinnry number would ho referred to a Qommitteo whose pro- 
posals would bo placed before tho B'onse. 

8hl^ikh Abdul Majid doolinod to withdraw the resolution, whioh.^ was talked out. 
tho Honso was then prorogued. 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

Budget Se88ion-~Pe8hawai'-~‘l8t. to SSth. March 1938 

FiSAfroiUi SmEMESi Fob 1938—39 

The Budget Session of Hie N. W. Prontiw Legislative Assomhly oommonowl at, 

1938, After formai biisiiwas ami inloriiellatioiiM 
Sardar Ajtt Stngh sought leave , of the House to move an adiournroout motion 
with a viaw to drawing the attention of the Oovornmont to the grave situafaon that 
had arisen oonsoqneat upon the recent “brutal murders of innocont Sikhs in Peshawar 
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and Mayar” which had caused groat ooustornation amongst the Hindus and the Sikhs 
of the province. 

The Minister of Education assured tho House that Government regarded the 
murders with horror and would loavo no stone unturned to bring the culprits to 
nook. He requested the mover to withdraw the adjournment motion as such 
discussion would excite communal feelings; also tho incidents wero sub judico. Tho 
motion was withdrawn. 

The Minister for Finance (Mr, B, U. Gandhi) next presented tho Budget for 1938-39, 
la doing so he said—: The total revenuo during 1938-39 was estimated at Rs. 180.05 
lakhs and expenditure at Rs. 18G.G8 lakhs, which amounted to a rovonne deficit of 
Rs. 0.63 laklis. 

“Tho total revenue is not koe})ing p.aco with expenditure, which is glowing from 
year to year owing to normal expansion and new iloms of oxpouditure oti henonoent 
activities”, declared the Finance Ministor adding that tlio revoniio deficit would be 
covered by drawing on acouniulated balance. The mt loan outstanding on Isl March 
1938 will bo Rs. 60.40 lakhs bidng the loan lloatod in open market in 1937-38 for 
I’epayment of the earlier loan from tlio Govornmont of India of Us. 35 lakhs to meet 
cafJital cx|)onditiire on the Malakand irydro-clfctric soliomo and also for further out- 
lays on the Hydro-electric scheme and other civil works. 

Mr. \Bhanjurm)i daiuJhl added that in tho revised estimates ju'i'sented last 
suraincr it was estimated that the yi'ar 19.‘5G-37 would close with a balainus of Rs. 
7.01 lakhs in tlie revenuo ace.oiint and a total balance of Rs, 14.07 lakhs irnduding 
debt and deposit heads. Actually the year closed vvitli balances of Rs. 0.37 lakhs and 
Rs, 25.41 lakljs respootively. Tfi(3 improvomont of l^s. 1.70 lakhs in tho revenue 
section was ilio outcome of a saving of Rs. 37 lakhs in expenditure and a ri.so of 1.39 
in revenue under oxcLso stamps and irrigation, Tho increase in total balances was 
further duo to net credit of Rs. 9 lakhs roeoived from the Central (Jovornment on 
(leceutralization of balances, debt and deposit heads. 

Repkau Op RrirnF.SBTTE JjAws 

3rdl. MARCH The Assembly passed to-day Mr. Ahdur Rah\H BUI which inle.r 
alia repeals Section 124-A, I. P. C., Section 108, Cr. P. C., the PresH Kmorgmicy 
Powers Act and tho Frontier Crimes Regulation and amends Section 144# Or. P. C, 
excluding political operations from its provisions. 

NON-OFFtetAL BiLT.S 

The Frontier Province Primary Education Bill, 1938, moved by Pir Bahhak Khan^ 
Was roh-rrud to a Haleot Committee on the motion of the Educatiou iMmister. 

Bai Bahadur Jlemchand Khanna^ >yhilo snppuriing the Bill, urged its extousion 
to girls also, Tho mover ri‘pliod that the conditions in tho Province wore not favour- 
able for such a step at present. 

The Assembly also passed Abdnr Bab iChnn Miahlar'a Bill, removing the 
nominated cduraent from local bodies and making compulsory provision for tho election 
of Chairmen. 


IIOUBE SeABCUBS IB PESirAWAK 

4th. MARCH The adjournment motion moved by Mr. Mahomed Aurangs^eb Khan 
to-day to discuss house soarohes by tho police in Peshawar in connection with tho 
recent murders of BikJis, was lost by 29 votes to 17. Almost all non-Coogress 
Muslims voted for, while tho Hiudu-Bikh Patty voted against tho motion. 

The mover declared that no one commended wilful murders but unreasonable 
housG searches of vespectablo citizens must equally bo condemned. A lengthy debate 
then took pkoo, in the course of which the supporters of the Government justified 
the searches on the ground that tho ensuring of poaoo and tho safety of citixons 
should be the object of Oovernraont. 8omc Muslim Loagne members alleged that 
the searches woro directed against their organisation. 

The Premier, the hon. Dr. Khan $aheh^ opposing tho motion said tho motive 
behind it was not only to oritioise tho searches but something olso—which altogether 
upset the Opposition Boador. Ho declared that Peshawar was terrorised by a lot of 
people and that the Government had made up their mind to rid tho city of that 
{henaoe. 
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General Disul'skion op Dunaux 

7tli. MARCH Tho Assembly spent tlie whole of to-day lo a .cojti* ral <ilHeus:do:i of 
the budget, Rai Bahadur hhma'rdas said that iiiilor.s something good suldmily turnoil 
up, the Frontior Provinoo was heading to iriHolveucy. it wao unffjrturtalo that the 
Frontier’s dofioit should cootinno to ineroase. A substantial inor^ivni in the siibveo- 
tion was necessary if tho Central G'>v.*rnmont wi.^hf'd the Front Im* to progress. 
Othorwiso, they should bo preiiared for a growing flcm.unl for amalganulion witti tlm 
Punjab, Mr. Aurangzeb Khan emphasised that it was tho duty of ih** Cinitr.d 
Government to provide the Frontier Govornraeiit with tho wherewithal for ihuir 
existence as they bad detached the Fx*ontior for i!npf*ri:il{htie purposes. 

Eai Bahadur Maher Chand Khanna congratulated tho Finance Minislor on hi’i 
labours in eotmootion with the budget but it revealed an unhajjpy ntato of arf iirs, He 
woloomed tho Promier’s bold stand for suppiossing Iruvlossiitiss an.l for the pint tod inii 
of minorities. Pir Bahsh Khan trenchantly criticised the budget and C'vpre!;:*;ed the 
opinion that tho Minister was uudor somebody’s thumb. 


8lh. MARCH The Assembly coueludod the IJiidgot clhioussion to-day. Thu 
Finance Minister, tho hon. Mr, Bhanjurum Gamlln wound up the del^atu and said 
that a Finance Minister’s lot was always hard but that of the Fina/V'.- bliuiid )v of u 
Province depending on hopes from tho Centro for day-to-day iviniiuistrafiou \v:v*; hard4»r. 
Referring to the Hnbvontion, Mr. Ganidhi said that he wcmld not n sf mild hu Imd 
wrested from unwilling hands ilio additional Wiihveniiou on which tho cpydJny of lliu 
Province dopondud. Alluding to Mr. Mchar Chand Khanna\H four that anotlior pfdiljual 
party to-morrow would inherit insoivout nnancos, Mr, Gandhi assured him that 
the socialists might drive tho Oongressmoa from ofTiuo hut not thu ivautionanus. Hu 
concluded that they were there not through tho pleasure of IIJ .5 Majesty the King 
but through the pleasure of His Majesty’s poor people. 

Resolution on FEOERATtON 


9l!i. MARCH ; — Mr, (7. C7. Ghosh moved a resolution to-day against Federation 
severely criticising the Fodoration and charactorlsing Uie bloc of t!i (3 ih’inces’ mitihwoH 
as tho last ditch of fro('dc»m. 

Mr. Abdul Rab Khan moved an amendment rocommfmdtng to the Government 
to convey to tho British Goveramnnt tliu anfinito opinion of Uio pcopiti of the Provinuii 
that tho proposed Federiition wuis unaccuptabln uml that nofhiug less tiniu a hSidm^fion 
of a free India was mMidud, comprising dumouraiic units and* with safegiiartls for ail 
minorities. lie dcciarod that Pjuiiamuut’s claim to judge tho measure of advanuu 
during tho progressive realisation of self-government was a smuous cdiallum^u to 
India’s self-respoct. Ho expressed the opinion that Fudoratitui sUeiild be Iruatud as 
tho Germans treated the Vorsailios Treaty by tearing it to piecuH. 

Tho amended resolution was unanimously oarritnl. 


letli. MARCH Five cut motions to sup plum entary dimiands wore (mKku* wi(Ii- 
drawn or rejected to-day. A out motion moved by Mr, Anrangzah Khan (Luader of 
the Opposition), censuring the Government for their failure to mairitam thu eommuual 
ratio in respect of recruitments, evoked a lively dobate. 

The Hon. Dr. Khan Saheb^ Prime Minister, declared that tho mujorily umnmuuity 
in the Frontier realised tho importance) of winning the conlidtmuo of thu minority and 
he deprecated attempts to raise such issues on the floor of the Jlmise. The hmiinh- 
ment of ihe idea^ 01 communalism from tho brains of joli-liuriturs was tho ervhn’’ 
need. The Fromior felt sure tliat if they romained in ohlee for some time, thev 
would receive sincere co-operation, oven from the Opposition, 


AortiauLXxrinsxfj Brutors Rrltef Bill 

IStli. MARCH :--The Assembly had a full-dress debate fo-day m the inlrodtifN 
tion of «io Agnonltamls Doirtors Roliof Bill. Tlin Ttevonno Minislor, Kant Atmllah, 
introducing tlio Bill invited tho attention of thoHoiisu to tho alarmiiiK i.hi'lit of 
agrloultnrists, which oallod for immodiato reliiif. lio doolaroil that dobtois iiaid atiimanv 
one otore of rnpoes as interest, which was bik timns tlio land rovomio, Thov ww'u 
being erploitod by olovor monoy-landera. It was tho Govornraimt’H iluty to proiimt 
s^h debtors. Ho movea for oiroulation of tho Bill for olioifiiig imblio oiiimou iin till 
October next The Bill was Konerally sniiported in prinuiiilo by soi akors wli!ln 
sapportlng the motion, Mr. Meherahand Manna doolarod tliat thn^ maladv wonUl not 
end even rf all the debts wore wiped out Mr. C\ 0. mosh, while cndorKlng tho prin- 
ciple of the Bill, called it a makeshift as in his opinion pormanont roliof would 
§3 
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oomo only from inrlustrialiaatioTi. fho .immodiato passing; of Iho Dill, Mr, 

Aurangzeh Ehan objoctod to tho oxcUisiou of poraons paying Rs. GOO rovoiiuo from 
tho soopo of tho BilL Mr. hhwardas^ in s»ii)portmg tho Bill in principle, expressed 
tho fear that It might remain a dead iottoc. The dobato had not couchidcd when 
the Assembly adjourned. 

IStb, MARCH]:— The Assembly passed tho Budget demands to-day. During tho 
three days’ discussion not a single cut motion snocoodod though 191 such motions on 
33 demands had boon tabled. Tho Finance Minister said that tlm GovfU’nment could 
not go as far as they, wished but had done thoir level best. Tho Premier, Dr. Khan 
Sahib, doelarod that Govornmont wore working for tho bottormont of agriculturists. 

The Minister for Industries announced the Government programme regarding the 
oponing of poxiltry farms and appealed for oo-oporalion, 

LaNOUAGE m THE Legislathubs 

2lst MARCH Section 85 of tho Government of India Act, compulsorily 
requirlngjitho conduct of prooeodings in tho legislatures in tho English language, was 
sevoroly condemned by all sections of the House to-day. 

Eai Bahadur Meher Chand Khanna moved an amendment to tho Frontier 
Assembly Buies so as to enable members to speak in any language they cliooao. Ifo 
called this compulsion an outrage on the national hirlliright and urged tho (}ovorn- 
ment to move In the matter. Tho Education Minister, tho^llou. Kazi Aluullafi Khan^ 
appreciating the mover’s sontimonts endorsed each wo»’d of his and agreed tliut 
!t was a hardship to those who did not umiorstand English. Ho promised to take 
immediate action in tho matter. Tlio Spoaker doclariid ilmt tho motion could ^ not bo 
passed, being ultra vires uii(h3r tho Govoriiraont of India A(5t, thougb discussion could 
DO allowed for indicating the opinion of tho House. 

Plea fou Lifting Ban on Exiles 

23rd. MARCH s— Tho Assembly resumed discussion te-day on Mr. Ahdul Aziz's 
resolution recommending tho abolition of onhancod revenue in areas ,un(i(‘r well irriga- 
tion, Tho Hon. Kazi Ataullah Kkan^ declared that by accepting tho rooommend alien, 
tho Govornmont would loso a revenue of Rs. 3 lakhs, which they could not allbrd to 
do. Tho resolution was withdrawn, 

Another rosolution rocommondod to tho Oovornm(3nt to remove tho ban on tho 
entry of Kasst Abdul Wale Khan, Maulana Fazal Raid and other Frontier exiles. 

The Premier, tho hon. Dr. Khan Saheb^ replying, assured the House that there 
was no ban by the Provincial Govornmont against tho oxilos. He promised to refer 
the cases of all exiles to tho Govornmont of India for tho removal of tho ban. Tho 
rosolution was unanimously passcjd. 

Fjrontieb Amn Licenses 

24tli MARCH Mr. Kmrullah Khanka i*osohition urging the reduction of the 
lioonoo foe for Croarms to four annas nor weapon was unanimously jjassod. Tho 
Premier agrooiug with tho spirit of tuo resolution (ii3oIar(3d that the Govornmont 
would grant licences more liberally to enable every person, except undesirables, to 
obtain arms frooly, 

Agrioultuiiists Debtoiis Relief Dill (Cgntu.) 

25t!i. MARCH Tho discussion on tho Agrlonltarl,sfs Debtors Relief Bill was 
rosumod to'-day. Mr. Ajit Singh expressed the ofdnion that tho Bill under cover 
of giving roliof to tho tillers of tho soil protected landlords. Mr. Ahdur Bah Khan 
repudiated the suggestion that Dobt Conciliation Boards had failed misorabiy !n tho 
Punjab and expressed tho opinion -that the Govornmont should issue orders for 
proventing crafty monoy-londors from defeating tho objects of tho Bill Tho Hon, 
Kasti AtauUah Khan^ summing up, doelarod that tho country’s wealth depended 
upon tho wealth of tho tillers of tho soli and tho industrialisation of the whole 
province was impossible for any Govornmont nor could tho Government provide a 
subsidiary occupation for agriculturists, A substantial reduction in revenue, while 
crippling tho provincial colors, would not mend matters. Tho Govornmont were 
determined to save the oppressed from tho oppressor. Mo communal consideration 
could dedeot thorn from the path which they had chalked out. 

, The motion for ciroulatlon was unanimously passed. Tho Speaker then adjourned 
tho Asaombly siwa die. 
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17 Shri K. Santanam 
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20 Shri K. S Muthuswamy 
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23 Shri P, B. Kumaraswami 
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6 Shri Krishna Chandra Pangoda 

7 ” G. B. Pant 

8 *’ Nand Kumar Deo ^ 

9 »» Brij Mohan Lai Bhastri 

10 ” Jwala Prasad Jigyasu 

11 ” Bishnii Saran Dubhsh 

12 Srimati Uma Nehru 

13 Shri Malkhan Singh 

14 ” Chandra Bhan Gupta 

15 ’’ Vijay Pal Singh 
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18 ” Gauapat Sahai 
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24 Sri Krishna Datt Paliwal 
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27 Sliri M. Hifxar Bahaman 

28 Baft Ahmad Kidwai 

29 M. Hussain Ahmad 

30 Ganga Sahai Chaube 

31 Dr, K. M. Asraf 
33 Dr. Murari Lai 

33 Shri Ram Narosh Singh 

34 ’» M N. Boy 

35 Prof. Shibban Lai Saxona 
3C Sliri Bind Basiui Prasad 

37 ’’ Govind Sahai 
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39 Boni Krishna 
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42 Yusuf Imam 

43 Prof, iiixm Saran 

44 Shri Sampuruanand 

45 Auhal Bingh 

40 „ Kali Charau Tatidou 

47 „ Damodar Bwarup 

48 „ Manzar All Htdchta 

49 „ Kamala Prasad Bhukla 
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51 ,, Ilaiihar Nath Shastri 
53 „ Narondra Doo 

53 „ Din Dayal Shastri 

54 „ Eaghunath Prasad Rat 

55 „ Krishna Shankar Brivastava 
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1 ShrffBal Krishna Sarma 

2 ” Eagubar Dayal Misra 
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4 Shri Jaganaath Singh 

5 Sam Prasad 


1 Shri llarokrishna Mahatab 
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7 Shri Lfngaraj Misra 

8 ” Godavarisli MiBra 

9 Nilkaala Bus 

10 ” Prananatli Pattnaik 

11 Niranjaa Pattnaik 

12 ’* Lakshminarayan 

13 ” Biswanath Das 
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15 Sliri K. Tir Raja 
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Vidliarva—4 
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Proceedings of the Working Committee 


Bombay — 2nd. January to 4th. January 1933 

1 Meeting of the Working^Committoo was hold at Bombay on January 2, 3 and 
4, 1938, Shri Jawharlal Nehru presided. 

The members present wore Maulnna Abul Ealam Azad^ Bhris Sarojini Naidu^ 
Yallahhbhai PateU Pajendra Prasad^ Jamnalal Bajaj^ Jairamdas Daulatram^ 
Phulahhai Desai^ Narendra Dev^ ShanUerrao Dco^ Achyui Patwardhan and J, B, 
KnpalanL\ 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose was ])rcsont by special invitation. 

The Primo Ministers in tho Congruan provinces wore invited to attend. Bhris 
Bajagopalachari (Madras) and P. u. Kher (Bombay) attended. Tho Premiers of C. P. 
and Orissa had deputed Shri JJwarkuprasad Misra and Nityanand Kanoongo to 
represent their rcspooiivo provinces. Tho oommittco conforrc<i with all tho four, 

Assam 

A rocent decision of tho Working Committoo lays down that during a particular 
session no primary members bo cnroUocHrom tho date of tho closing of 'tho membor- 
ship list to tho date of tho gonoral oleotions. By this rule during the current session 
ihoro could bo no onrolmcmt of primary miunbors between September 30, 1937 and 
January 10, 3938. Whoa the President "was in Assam, Congress workorn there placed 
before him tho hardship that tliis rule wouM work in the oa.so of their proviuuo 
whore tho harvest season is in Docembor and January when alone the Kiuans can 
afford to pay tho menaborship snlisc.ription. Tho President, subject to tlm sanction 
of tho Working Committee, allowed tho Assam P. C. 0, to coniinno enrolling primary 
momiiors, subject to this that tho new members onrolloil after 8opt. 30 1037 shoulll 
bo entered in a fresh rt‘giHtcr and Ihoy iio not mixed up witli (ho mombers enrolled 
npto September 30, 1937. Tho new mombors will not bo untitled to vote in tho 
general oicction in Bcoomber 1937 and danuary 3938. They may, however, vote at 
any bye-uloction which may take placo after January 36, 1938 provided they have 
been on tho rolls for 3 mouths previous to such bytj-oloction. 

The Working Committoo confirmed this action of tho Prosidont, 

Bengal & Putilab 

Some primary mombors had boon onrollod in Bengal and tho Punjab 'bidore the 
abovo rule was made by tho Working Committee. Tho Prosidont 'allowed tho m(mi* 
bors so onrolled in the two provinces to oontinuo to bo primary members for tho 
next session subject to tho same conditions as in the case of Assam. 

The action of tho l^rosidont was also confirmed by the Working Committoo, 

Independence Day 

The Indopondenoo Pledge drawn up In 1930 dosorlbod in some detail tho moral and 
material harm done to India by British imperialism, It was thought that a recital of 
this irw not nooussary every year. The o!a pledge was issued on the ovo of tho civil 
disobedienoe movement, Portions of it were thoroforo not suited to tho prosont 
altered oiroumstancfls. The Oommittco thoroforo dooidad to issue tho following now 
Pledge for the Mepeadenoe Day on January 20, 1938» 
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Resolution for Inde}>cndencc Day 

Wo boliovo that U is tho iaalieaablo ri<jht of tho lu'iiaa pooplo, of any other 
pooplo, to havo froodom and to onjoy tho iruits of thoir toil aiifi liavo tho nce^jusituss 
of life, so that thoy may havo full opportiinitios of growth, Wa heliovo also that if 
any governmont deprives a people of those rights and opprosS(‘S tiiem, thfi P<^oplo 
have a farther right to alter it or to abolish it. Tho Dritiuh Government in India 
has not only deprived tho Indian pooplo of their froodom hnt has i)anol itsolf on 
tho exploitation of tho masses, and has ruined India oeonomically, politie*aIly, cuitar- 
ally and spiritually. Wo boliovo thoreforo that India must sever tho British oonni'O* 
tion and attain Puma Swaraj or oomploto indopondenco, 

“Wo rooogniso that tho most effootivo way of gaining our freedom is not ih rough 
violonoo. India has gained sirongth and self-rollaaco and marciiod a long way to 
Swaraj following poaoefiil and logltimato mothods, and it is by adhering to theH<i 
methods that our country will attain Indopondenco. 

“Wo pledge oursolves anew to the Indopondonoo of India and tsolnmnly jv^solvo 
to carry on non-violontly tho sirugglo for freedom till Puma Swaraj is attained/* 

Donation for Natural Calamities 

Bhri Uttamchand from Sind oUered to tho GocamlUoo throe (lovoriinfumt Promlj^nary 
Notes of tho valuo of Rs. 3,000 boaring 5 and a half por coat tnfcrf'st on ooiidition 
that tho interest bo utilised for tho reliof of tho safterors from natural oaiamitioH. 

Tho Oommittoo accoptod with thanks tho donation curaiarkod for tho purpose 
indicated by tho donor. 

Implementing of Congreso Programme by Congresa Ministrie# 

Mr. Masani\^ motion on this subject had boon roforrod by tho lust A. T. 0. 0. at 
Calcutta to tho Working Committoo. ACtor careful consideration of tho motion tho 
Committoo passed tho following rosolution : 

“Tho Working Committoo havo considorod ilio motion relating to tho rcloaso of 
of political prisoners, tho repeal of roprnssivo laws and other nllicd mutter, whicii 
was roforrod to lliom by Iho A. 1. C. C. at Calcutta. Tho Oommitiec after full and 
paroful oonsldoratiou of tho situation in tho various provinces and dimoultlcs fnivsremt 
m tho prosout position, record thoir approval of tho work done m fm* by the CongrcHJt 
Mimstrios, and approciato that furthor olferts aro being made <o onlarg <3 tho bounds of 
civil liberty and Implement tho Congress programme. Tho Oommillno arc conlidiint 
that such efforts will bo contmuod by tho Ministrh^s ami will have Iho full co-opera* 
tion of all Congrossmon. 

Oommittoo are of opinion that in order to fa^dlitalo and oxpedito progress in 
mis diroctlon, as woll as to strong! hoii tho Congress organisation iu tiio struggle for 
Swaraj, it is necessary to adhoro to tho Congri'ss polmy of nfm-vidciuju and to 
dispourago all Incitements to vlolonco. Tho Committoo appeal to CoiigresH Oommittoo 
and individual Congrossmon to help to oroato an atmospkro of peaceful diHoiplinntl 
action iu tho country and to warn any on-lng Congrossmon against any tendency 
which ^lilatos f^ainst our policy of non* violonoo. Whoro necessary, CongnM 
Committoos should tako disciplinary actions against Congress mon who olfond against 
tho Congress policy. ^ 

Congress Ministries must guide thomsolvos by tho principle of civil liberty and 
tho domooratlo approach by moans of persuasion ratlicr tlmu by coorcivo action but 
mspito of 0 V 017 dosiro to avoid it, oporcivo action may bocorao neoosHary, and In 
such casos Ministrios will inevitably havo to undortako It. Buch coorolvo action Hhouiri 
only be untertakon whore thero has been violonoo or incltoraont to violence or 
commanal etriio. 


KiMn Sabha Worker. Bibar 

“Ke Committee oonsiderod tho resolution of the Executive of tho Bihar P. 0: 0. 
rogMdlnfS tho aotivltioa of some worhurs of tlio Kisao Sabha who wore also membore 
of the Congress. A inemomdum on bohaif of tho Kisan Babha in this connoetion 
was also oonsiderod. The following rosolntioa was t»assod j— 

TChe Worlds Committoo considered tho resolution of the Exoouttvo of tho Boiiar 
p. 0. a regarding the aotivitios of TOmo members of tho Kisan Sablui in tlmt itrovlnoo 

oonnootion therewith. Tho Oommlttm* dosiro 
to make It oloar that while tho Oongrosa fully rooognlses tho rights of Kisans to 
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organise tliomselvos in Kisan Sabhas, it cannot associate itself with any activities 
which run counter to the basic principles of the Congress. Tlio Working Oommittoo are 
in agreement with the executive of the Bohar P. C. in disapproving of tlio activi- 
ties of those Congressmen who as mombors of the TOsan Hnidia hetd iii creating an 
atmosphere of violence. Such conduct renders thorn liable to disciidiiuiry action and 
the Behar P. 0. C. should take such action wborovor necessary after duo nedice to 
Iho parties ooncornod.” 

Congress Elections in Bifear 

Report had appeared in the press and complaints had boon received by Cto Work- 
ing Committee about unconstitutional methods and violence used m Um otcMdion of 
delegates in some places in Bihar. The Oommittoo passed tlui following rofiolution 
in the connection 

“The Working Committee has learnt with strong disapproval that in the courso of 
recent Congress delegate elections in some provinces, violence and other objoctioiuiblc 
behaviour was resorted to by some candidates or their suppoidto’s. Such bt'haviour on 
the pari of Coiigicssmon cannot bo tolerated and the provimnal (Jongros.i Gommiitoi's 
concerned should institute immediate untiiiirios and take sirongijht action wiicnuvor 
called for.’’ 

Cotton Committee Report 

The Cotton Committee Report was placed before _ the Commitioo, The CominiUoe 
adopted the report and passt4 tlm following resolution 

“The Report of the Cotton Oommittoo appoint(*d by the AH India Congress Com- 
mittee was placed before the Working Committee. Tlie Working C<unniittoc are of 
opinion that the situation created by the world slump in cotton prices is one of 
extreme gravity and fraught with disastrous cons(’C(uon(M*s for Hu? cotton cultivators 
all over the country and prompt and oftcciive measuros are necessary to save tlio 
cultivators from the misery that faces them. The Commlttoe gcnorelly accept the 
recommendations made in the Report and direct that the Report he forwaided to tlio 
Congress Party in the Central I^ogislaturo and the Provincial Governments where 
Congress ministries are functioning. Further that the Report be issued to iho press, 
Cotton Committee Rooommendatlona 

Mian cotton has OKpcrionccd a heavy dociino in prices. The nrosent price of 
cotton is regarded as quite unromunerativu for cultivator. It is apprononded that the 
price of cotton would go down ftudhor. Prompt and ciTuctivo measures for tluj 
protection of the cultivator are therefore urgenlly nooded. A summary of our 
recommendations is given below 

X. Curtailment of area Past oxperionco shows that the farmer is himself in- 
oapafalo of quickly readjusting the area under diiteront crops in accordance with the 
fluotimtions in economic return. 

(t) Active propaganda by Qovornmont and other agencies to bring homo to the 
cultivator the need of curtailmoan 

(if) Assistance by Oovornmont needed in changing over to other crops. 

(a) Advance or exchange of seeds, 

(&) Practical guidance regarding alternativo crops. 

2. Loans agatml Cotton i*-To sfrongthen the holding capacity of tho cotton culti- 
vators and deaiors with a view to prevent excosslvo seasonal decline in ])rioos, loans 
at 2 per cent should be provided through the agency of the Imperial Bank of India, 
against a deposit of cotton. 

S, FaeiUtv regarding rmt or revenue ;--To prevent distress or forced saiM of 
cotton for payment of rent or revenue, these demands should be stayed and payment 
postponed till the holder of cotton seeking such relief is in a position to markot tho 
crop at a snltable time of tlio year. 

4. Mwport suhBidg, Difdeolty of exporting cotton dne to its being above parity 
in relation to the prices of foreign ootton. 

(i) Bahsidy needed to facilitate export of ootton to foreign customers and to 
StebiUse inlaad prices, 

(il) (Consumer of Ootton in oountry to pay a small tax to rooonp tho expendltorc 
^ toe subsidy. 

XAu toxtiie indastxy---both hand and and maohise^to he assured ade^nste 
potooHon agidttst ohe:^ foreign cotton goods, if neoessary. 
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5. Freight Reduction, Government of India should devise a soheraa for redaction 
of freight on consignments which are intended for export and which in fact get 
exported. 

6. Threatened import of Foreign cotton. Taking advantage of the relative cheap- 
ness of foreign cotton — Indian cotton being above parity— merchants and millowners 
are attempting to import foreign cotton whose staple is comparable with several 
varieties of Indian cotton. It is necessary to ask for prohibition of cotton of 1 inch 
staple and less. All Provincial Governments should urge the necessity of such a 
measure on the Government of India. Elected members of the Indian LoglHlatlva 
Assembly to do likewise. Additional import duty would not sulhce. 

7. To facilitate, by Government help, change over to superior varieties of cotton to 
replace the present imports of higher staple cotton. 

8. Forward sales. There is a volume of opinion that the existing practices re- 
garding forward sales and Teji Mandi transactions have had the tendency to unduly 
depress the cotton market. The situation therefore calls for an inquiry by the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay. 

9. Qinning and Pressing charges. There is evidence that owners of gins and 
presses combine for exploiting the distress of the farmer by forcing him to pay ex- 
cessive charges. Government regulation is needed to bring down the charges to a 
competitive level. 

President’s Statement 

The following statement was issued by the President on the January WSB 

From press reports it appears that Mr. M. A. Jinnah has issue I some kind of 
a challenge to mo, though I have not boon able to make out what this is about and 
why he should think it necessary to issue challenges. Nor have I any rooolleoliou 
of any previous ^challenge’ to which ho refers. Mr. Jinnah is further reported 
to have said that he is lighting the Congress badorship which is misleading the 
Ifindus. At the same mnetuig tAr. Faxdul llnq has called upon Muslims to prepare 
for direct action against Hindus and has ihrearetiod to uho a big rod against tnose ha 
disapproves of. He looks forward to oomrannahconhicts and prophesies dire happenings 
in which he will play a promiaont rolo. All this frank incitement to communalism and 
hatred and oonfliot is strange language which ono has .not associated so far 
with political leaders and those in positions of responsibility. I have no taste or 
aptitude for controversy of this kind and I can only regret tiiat matters which 
should be discussed dispassionately and with the ordinary oourtosios of public life 
should be dealt with in such a manner. Whoever wishes to fight the Congress on 
communal issue will have to light in the air for the Congross will have nothing to 
do with such inter uQoine conflicts. We have fought, not without .success, the mighty 
power of British Imperialism and that fight we shall continue till imperialism 
nourishes no more in India. In that fight we shall gladly co-operate with ovary 
individual and group in ludia, whatever oiu* minor difiereuces might be. We think 
in terms of no other fight and wo shall strain every nerve and do our utmost to gain 
the confidence and goodwill of all our countrymen. Mr, Fazlul Huq’s apritoauh is 
one of threats and angry defiance, Mr, Jinuah’s approach is anything but friendly. 
But I should like to assure Mr. Jinnah, on behalf* of my colleagues and myself, that 
even without the issue of challenges,* any statement or proposal by Mr, Jinnah will 
always have the most careful consideration. We are always prepared to sit down 
and consider any of the problems which afflict India. So for as the minorities 
question is coiioerned, it is the declared and well established policy of the Congress 
not only to do full justice to them, but to go even beyond that In order to inspire 
confidence and good-will in them. The Congross can conceive of no freedom for 
India which is not an equal freedom for all the variouB religious communities which 
inhabit India and in whioli all do not share equally and have full opportunities of 
growth and development. So for as religious ami cultural matters are concerned it 
has given the fullest possible assurances and declared that those should be incorpora- 
ted in our fundamental rights in the constitution. A further assurance has been 
given in regard to personal law. In regard to curtain political rights, the Communal 
Award stands for the present and we have stated repeatedly that we seek no change 
exoept with the oonourrenee of those oonoerned. We have further declared that 
we^ Shall stand by the provisional ^reemeat which was arrived at between Habu 
Bajeadra Prasad acting as Congress Jpresident and Mr. Jinnah. What remains ? If 
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there is anything of importanco left over, lot m have it out by all means ainl consi- 
der it. My diEculty is that I do not know what tho argumtmt is about. 

Essentially the Congress is a political body acting on tho national and political 
plane, and inevitably dealing with economic questions. All tln*Re ovorlip (ionnnunal 
and religious boundaries. Because of tho strength that has come to tho (NDiigress 
from the organized masses of this country, and because of tho growing iniportanoe 
of India, the Congress functions also to some extent on the internafionai plane. 
This is bound to grow. This also has nothing to do with religious or communal 
questions. 

1 welcome the recent re-oriontation of the Muslim Leaguo and sonui of its ivsohi- 
tions, which have brought it much nearer, in theory at least, to tho Congress. £ 
welcome its new objective of independence. I hope ‘this theory will i>o translated 
into practice and strengthen the anti-imperialist struggle. 

I would beg Mr. Jinnah to remember what tho Congress is today. It is very 
different from what it was in tho days when ho waii associated with it. During 
this period it has grown remarkably and is to-day an organisalicn with Ihirtyone 
lakhs of members actually on its rolls, of whom itboni a hundrt^d thousand are 
Muslims. It influences scores of millions of others. But apart from the vast 
numbers it influences, it has sucoeeded by its continuous work in the inassrs and its 
oompaigns of direct action, in devedoping politi(‘ai consciousness among the people 
and in creating strength and self-reliance in tlnun. Those milliuns, though more 
disciplined than ever before and capable of united action, arc not dumb shoop who 
can D 0 driven at the will of a few leatlers, howsoevtu' hoiumroil and rospocied the 
latter might bo. Even our village committees are vital hodicH having a will of their 
OWE and striving to express it. Tho Congress h thus a viisi democratic organisation 
influenced greatly by its leadership no doubt, but csscurially reucimg to the pressure 
and urges coming up from its tons of thousands of local committees. 

What are our major problems to-daj" V Politically tho fight against the proposed 
Federation and for indepcndeuoo. Booially and in the sphoro of economics* the fkht 
against poverty and uiiomploymont and the necessity to lighten the burdcim of onr 
masses and raise their standards to human levels. Ihore are ever so many other 
matters of importance and domandfng attention— odnoaiion, medical relief atid sani- 
tation, the development of planned induntry— but before \vo can grapple with tlmm 
the basic problems mast bo solved. In facing theso basic problems of Federation 
and Independence and poverty and nnomploymont we oomo up against great vested 
interests, imperialistic and serai-feudal Tho reoont deciBions of the Muslim League 
led me to hope that tho organisation is beginning to think of tliose problems in tho 
same light as we have done for so many years. U so, let us co-o{mrato by all means 
with each other and with all other anti-imporfalist ulomonts in tho country in this 
fight for freedom, whether tho method of fighting is by diroot action or otherwise. 

May I express the hope that any furthnir approach to tho communal or minorities ■ 
question will be a dispassionate one, and will not si'ck to ronso hitternoss and hatred 
which can never help in tho consideration of any problem, in this dynamic 
and revolutionary age, pregnant with big possibility, ilmo of uh who have a measuro 
of iafluenoo with onr oonntryraon, dare not lose sight of tho big things or onaonvMQ 
passions which weaken m and lower us in tho world*s esteem. 

OBITUARY— Srlmati Swamprani Nehru 

Mm. Moti Lai Nehru passed away at 5 p. m. on Monday Jannary 10, 1938. Though 
old (09) and greatly enfoeblod by hor proviou.s prolougcd ilfness her death was sudden 
and uneKpflcted. She was chatting with hor chibiron til! fairly late in tho night when 
an attack of paralysis laid hor prostrate and brought hor end. It was tho peaceful 
end of a noble life* On hearing tho nows the city observed a complete and spontane- 
ous hartal People of all communities joinod tho faneral piooosnion in their thousands 
testifying to the universal love and respect she comraauded. Messages of condolence 
and sympathy from near and far have boon ponring in on Jawharlalji in his sad 
bereavement, Gandhiji sent the most significant mossago which beautifully sums up 
the devoted life of service of the departed soul "Bled nobly ; and a raodol mother, 
Wife and widow.,.,. \ 

Jbmotly to the minute twenty *four hours afler, passed away her older sister Shti- 

Bdpati j^ul who had been her oompaalon for many years. As If her work 
conld live no more, 

Sppathy baaiaess has beea suspended and meetings held 
tnrqugimp India and Bunnat 
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NOTES 


Prestdmfs Assam Tour 

The long delayed Assam tear of the President came off in the first week of 
December, He ^ave eight days to it As usual he had the warmest welcome from 
all sections of th'^ population. The semi-star veil peasants Hindus and Muslims and 
the labourers in the tea plantation flocked in their thousands to hoar the Congress 
message of hope of which he was the bearer. The President returned from Assam 
carrying with himself hajjpy memories of the province and the warm welcome ac- 
corded to him. He contributed two long articles in his characteristic style about the 
economic and social coudilion of the province. He marked the poverty that was 
terribly in evidence and drew the attention of the Assamese native bora and domi- 
ciled to the vast mineral and forest resources of their province which were waiting 
there to be exploited by their labour. He thought the Congress was a vital living 
force in tho province, only its organisational side needed improvement His visit 
created a fresh life in the province. 


Bye-Election 

The Congress contested bye-elections for tho throe Muslim scats of the TJ. P. 
Legislative Assembly, Saharanpur, Moradabad and Bulandshahr and lost to the Muslim 
League by margins ranging from 10 to 20 per oont, 

China Day 

The President received an appeal for help from General Chu Teh of China in. 
which the latter described the spirited resistance which the Chinese were offering 
to Japan’s Imperialistic aggression and expressed appreciation of India’s sympathy 
with them in their hour of trial. Tho presideui on receipt of this letter issued an 
appeal to the Country to observe the China Day for the Second time and fixed 
January 9th for it. Meetings were hold on that day throughout India and oolleotion 
made to help the Chinese with medical supplies. At all moeiings resolutions were 
passed conveying greetings to tho Chinese people in their heroic struggle and ex- 
pressing condemnation of the brutality of Japanese aggression. “To help China at 
this hour of trial’, declared Jawaharlalji at tho public meeting, ‘was the duty of all 
nations who wish to ospouso tho right cause’. 


Arrests and Convictions etc. 

The following are some of tho (lasoH of arrests, convictions, iuternrnents, exterri- 
ments, soarches, gagging orders and the like* compiled from tho daily Press and tlia 
bulletins of the Civil Libortios Union. 


In the Punjab 

(1) Pandit Prakash Nath Tewary, General Secretary, District Congress Commiliee 
was arrested by the polico on a warrant issued by tho District Magistrate under 
Section 108 Or. F, C. for disseminating alleged seditious matter, 

(2) The Punjab PoHoo arrested Chaudhari Bihari, a Congress worker of Delhi, at 
Nan village for making an alleged seditious speech there. 

(3) Gurubux Siugh who roooatly returned from Argentine has been arrested from 
Dusanji Ralan (Jullundur District) under tho Punjab Criminal Law Amondmeut Act. 

(4) bahibzada Paissul ilassau, tho Ahrar Loader was arrested in conneotion with 
an alleged seditious speech delivered by him in Lahore. 

. Balwaat Singh Dnkhia, Chairman Eecoption Oommittoo, Punjab Pro- 

ymoial Political Conforeoco, Garhdiwala has boon sentonood to throo years’ rigorous 
imprisonment for an alleged seditious speech. 

(6) Jathodar Achhar Bingh of Lahore has boon sontencod to six months’ rigorous 
Impmoimeut for a fiJpeeoh made by him at Jaudiala Shorkhau in August last ^ 

Secretary, Punjab an order was served ou Sardar 
ghar Singh Mai had, General Secretary, ^aromaui Akali Dal under Section 3 of the 
Pu»3ab Crimmal Law Amendment Act, 

(8) Julmndur Police made a lathi charge on a crowd of peasants with blaok flaim 

lovolopmonfcT SK 

go haoJe. Police subsequently arrested eight Congress workers on a charge of rioting. 
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®) Master Mofa Sing, a socialist leader of Jallandur, Panjab, was arrested under 
124A, L F. 0* (Sedition) on November 13, for a speech delivered by him at Gardhi- 
wala Conference. 

(10) Bibi Ghulam Fatima, a Congress Muslim worker of Lahore, was sentenced 
to six months* rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 100 undor Section 124A and 
153A, for reciting an alleged seditious poem at a public meeting held at Batala. 

(11) Pritam Singh of Kasol, who recently rotnrnod after a prolonged stay in the 
United States of America, ihas been arrested and taken to Lahore Fort where he is 
at present confined. 

(13) The Punjab Government, it is reported, havo banned the entry into province 
of “Hirti,” an organ of the Punjab Socialist Party. 

(13) Lahore Police raided the Congress Socialist party office at Bradlaiigfi Hall on 

November 18 in search of Revolutionary Literature. The police also searched tho 
room of Shri Mohan Lai, ex-editor of Eirti. , ^ 

(14) For failure to deposit security of Rs. 500 demanded by the Government tlio 

Mercantile Electric Press of Rawalpindi has boon confiscated by tiro Punjab 
Government. . . ^ 

(15) Swami Sarupanand, member of the Dolhi Provincial Congress Commsttoe, 
has been served with a notice under Section 3 of tho Punjab Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act asking him not to take any part in political m'^diagH or procossious. 

U6) Snjjan Sinha, Secretary Meja OongroKS Couimittoe, Lahore, llarnam Dris, 
Thakur Sinna and Nathan Sinha, ("ongress workers were placed under police surveil- 
lance by the Punjab Government during the \^ioeieg!il visit to tho province. 

(17) Sansara Singh, a socialist of Pasrampur, who was nroseciitod for publishing 
ft poster alleged to contain objectionable matter has boon sentenced by the District 
Magistrate, Jullundur, to three months’ rigorous impriHonmont under Section 18 of 
the Indian Press Emorgenoy Powers Act. 

(18) Amarchand a Congress worker of Ludhiana ^ has boon ordered to exociuo a 
bond of Rs. 1,000 with one surety to be of good behaviour for one year or in default 
simple imprisonment for one year for an alleged f>bj*‘Ctionable spoooh. 

(19) Two Congress workers of Lyallpiir, Ohintarara Thappor and !?am Hakhamel 
have been sentenced to six montfm* ‘imprisonmout and a fine of Rs. 200 each for de- 
livering alleged objectionable speeches. 

(20) First class Magistrate, Jiilluador, has smitenoed sovon Congressmen of Nako* 
dar on a charge of rioting and formiug unlawful assembly to 18 months rigorous 
imprisonment and another to 6 months. 

(31) District Magistrate, Lalioro, has demanded an advance security ’of Ks, 300 
from 8. P. Yarmani who had filed a doclaraticu for diily paiier, ‘Ifumari ShikayaU 

In the United Province* 

(1) A warrant undor Section 124 A was served on Pandit Paramunand of Jlmnai 
for delivering a speech alleged to be seditious at Dohradmi. (lie has since been re- 
leased with a warning). 

(2) Gujpat Rai Saksona, Nows-oditor, Fratap, was arrested on Duo. 6 for address- 

ing a meeting of tho workers at Cuwnporo in alleged contravention of the order under 
Section 144 Or. P. C. . ^ 

(3) Tho District Magistrate, Oawnpnre sorvud an order under Section 144 Or. F, u 
on 14 persons mostly labour leaders dircoling them to refrain from making speeches 
At public gatherings or publishing leaflets for a period of two months. 

(4) Santosh 0. JIapoor, Joint. Hecrotary, Mazleor Babha, Cawnpore was arrouled 
for alleged breach of Section 144 on Doc, 7 and has been soatonoed to 6 months* 
imprisonment. 

(5) B. 0* Sinha and J. Bhattacharjee, two students of the Allahabad and Benares 
Dniversitios rospeotivoly who were being prosecuted under Section 7 (t) and (it) of 
the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act, have been sentenced to two years’ rigorous 
Imprisonment. 

In Delhi 

(1) five ox-Kakorr pdsonerg, Manmath Nath Oupta, Tndra Nath Bakshi, Bam 
Krishna Khatri, Earn Dularai Trivedi and I. 0. Chatterjee were served with notioes by 
the Commissioner, Delhi, asking them not to participate In public mooting or 
prooesfllone, 

II) The New Delhi poUoa made a lathi oharge on a peaceful procession in con- 
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nectioa with the conference for the release of political prisoners, which resulted in 
injuries to a few people* 

(3) Five Delhi Congress Socialist woikers Brij Kish on Chandiwala, Blirimati 
Batyavati, Krishna Iyer and two others were served’r with notices by the Chief Oom- 
missioner on November 19 asking them not to participate in any political activity, 
meeting or procession for a period of 3 months. These workers wore touring the 
countryside. 


In Bengal 

(1) Ananth Kant Bose, Secretary, Kishan Ganj Congress Committee was served 
with a notice under Section 144 Or. F. 0. on 15th Got. night restralninghim from 
attending the Kisan Sabha meetings on 17th Nov. at Shibganj. 

(2) Pandit Ram Chandra Sharma and .six others wero served with notices imder 
Section 344 Or. P. 0. restraining them from going to Kalighat and making speeches. 

(3) In a statement issued by the Bengal Civil Liberties Union a serious case of 
Police raoiostation is reported. Basant Joshi arrested in connection with the polico 
conspiracy case and now on trial reports of close police watch and indecent inter- 
ference in private life. The management of Janmat^ a weekly paper, was compelled, 
it is alleged, by the Police on threat of demanding securities to get rid of the sorvioa 
of Joshi who was then on the editorial staff. Joshi also complains of an unprovoked 
assault on public road by those who were deputed to watch him, 

(4) S. P. Bannerjee of Shakta whoso movements were restricted by orders of the 
government was sentenced to six weeks* rigorous imprisonment by the 'Deputy Magis- 
trate Dacca on a charge of failing to attend the police station on tho prescribed date. 
His dolenoe was that he did it because no maintenance allowance was granted to him 
despite his repeated prayers. 

(5) A fresh order under Section 18 of the Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Out- 
rages Act was served on B. Das Gupta, ^President, Radical Party, Bengal not to leave 
Omoutta Municipal area without written permission, not to associate with any persou 
whose methods included the use of violenoo or terrorism of any kind, not to en- 
courage any form of terrorism and report himsolf twice a week at the polioo station. 
Ho has been under similar orders for the last three years. 

(6) Mrs. Jndumati Sinha whose sentence under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act was reducod on appeal to tho period already uudcrgotio has again 
been home-internod, 

(7) The District Military Intelligence office accompanied by a Sub-Tuspeotor raid- 
ed the house of 8arat Chandra Bhoopi and Ablmy Oharan Bhoopi of Khilpara in 
quest of arms and objectionable litoraturo. Nothing incriminating has boon found. 

(8) ^ Calcutta Police .searched tho office of the Dosh Darpan, the only Punjabi 
Daily in Calcutta and ‘Kavi Press* where the said newspaper is printed. It is re- 
ported all copies of tho papor dated June 29, 3937, alleged to contain seditious 
material, wore seized. 

(9) Chatar Singh, printer and publisher of ‘Bosh Darpan’ has been arrested in 
connection with an article •appearing in its issuo of Juno 29, 1937. 

(10) It is reported that Srimati Tarxilata Mandal, Secretary of the Bashirhat 
Peasant Samity and Rastam Ali Mistry have been arrested in connection with agrarian 
trouble in the said subdivision. 

(11) Hermmdranath Cliakravarty of Daulutpur, Pabna, has been rearrested at the 
Jail gate on Doc. 2t on the expiry of the full torn of conviction (7 years). Ho served 
his conviction mostly in tho Andamans and was brought back to bo released. 


In Bombay 

(1) Tho Bombay Govwnmont issued a notification under the Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Act declanng the offienoo of Orimiaa! intimidation committtd within Municipal 
of Ahmpdabad City to bo coguiBablo and natt-baiiable. 
r-L.. Magistrate of Sholapur issuoil fresh order under Bee. Or. P. C. 

the Bed¥ and grocossions in Sholapur in connection with tho agitation by 


ln]Mad]fas 


Q)..^^jo(jPjp$idenoy Magistrato. MaUm, domandod an advance security deposit of 
Rao, Madras Congress Sociarmt party when he filed a de- 
Tamil W eekiv entitled the ^ 


Rs. \iip90 from B. Snnivas mirhuin» vuwKro»» 
elaration m pdWisher of a T^mil 'Weekly entitled the ‘Soo 
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In Sindh 

Government of Sindh have demanded advance secarify of Rs. 500 from tlie printer 
and publisher of Nav-Bharat, Karachi when he filed the declaration. 

In the Indian States 

Magistrate of Molkalumeru has prohibited the ^ conducting of 


Mysore : 

(1) The Amildar 


processions, holding of meetings, delivering or reading of speeches m or near any 
public place in Molkalumeru Town and within the radius of five miles thereof with 
effect from the 6th instant. Copies of the orders were served on a numhor of headers, 
ft) Under order of the Amildar Magistrate ail political meetings and processions have 
been prohibited in Chitaldrug town for a period of two months. (Ji) T. Subrf^anyam, 
Vice-President, Karnatak Provincial Congress Committee, S- Bangramiali. President 
Mysore District Congress Committee, M. M. Jois au<l Manjappa Kotre. becrotary, 
Molalkere Town Congress Committee wore arested on December 3 under Seohon IMA 
(sedition) for alleged seditious speeches on ‘Patriots Day’ November 14 {d) Bangalore 
District Magistrate has sentenced floskote Mahadeva Bastri aged GO to four months’ 
simple imprisonment under Section IMA (sedition). (5) Bail has been rp/ased to M. 
Lakshminarayana Rao who stands charged under Boction 124A (sedition). (0) An 
order under Section 144 Or. P. C. has been served on the Becrotaiy ot the Congress 
Committee and four others by the Special First Class ATagistrato of Chickbalpur pro* 
hibiting them from addressing mootings and participating in processions for one 
month (7) Shri Chandur, Secretary of the Bangalore Congress Committee, has been 
ordered to be bound over by the City Magistrate in a Bond of Rs. 500 with sureties 
for a like amount to keep the peace for a period of throe months or in default to 
undergo three months’ simple imprisonment. He preferred imprisonment (8) Abdul 
Khalifl, Secretary, Oampbolpur Congress Committee, has boon sentenced by the District 
Magistrate to pay a fine of Rs. 20 or in default to undergo a fortnight’ simple im- 
prisonment for advising the villagers in Talagaag Tahsll to organise sand join tho 
Congress. (9) Superintendent Govornmont Oardons, lias put up a notice saymg that 
no public meetings will bo allowed in Gandhi Sagar, Bangalore, tho usual open place 
for holding public mootings. (10) Restraint orders wore served on a number of persons 
including H. 0. Dasappa, T. Mariyamja, T. R. Eaiagopala Iyengar, 

Rangaramifth and M. K Jois by the Dmtrict Magistrate, Mysore. (11) M. N. Chaudhri, 
Publicity O^oer, Mysore Congress Board, was arrested on Novemoer 13th. (12) 
Proceedings under tlie security fieotiens 108, 1 1,2 ami 117 (3) Cr. P. C. have been 
launched against five Congress workers in Dodhallpur town namely, Ohonnabassappa, 
M. Voorabhadriah, Pundalifca ami V. Alvar, a student, for alleged seditious spceohos, 
(13) Restraint order for two mouths nrmor Bection M4 Cr. l\ C. was served on Nov. 
14th on T. S. K. lyonger, Advocate of Mysore aud A N. B. Rao, a Congress worker 
who accompained him to Hole Narsipur. (14) Bangalore police searched on Novomhor 
16 the Indian Press for alleged objectionable hand-bills of a warrant issued by the 
City Magistrate under Section 94 Or. P. 0. (15) ‘‘Projamatha” a very popular weekly 
whose Editor was extornod on 24 hours notice, has been disallowed publication in 
the State under tho drastic Boction 3 of tho Mysore Newspaper Regulation 
m of 1907. (16) Tho order under BoeUon 144 Or. P. 0. prohibiting meetings and 
processions in Bangalore City which expired on Novombor 17th has been promulgated 
probibitmg meetings for a period of two mouths in Bangalore Park (17) K. T 
Bhasyam and N, 0. Thimma Reddi, Congress leaders, were conviotud on November* 
8th by the City Magistrate, Bangalore, for sedition and sentmiced jo undergo rigorous 
imprisonmont for !o months oaon and to pay fiao of Rs, 1,0(X) or in default a further 
term of three months. 


Cochin : 

E S, Nambiidiri, labour loader, has filed a case against tho Cochin Harbour ser- 
geant for assault. The Bergeant taking permismon from tho Btate filed a counter'case 
for illegal propaganda, against Nambuairi. Tho District Magistrate has convicted 
Nambudiri and sentenced him to 6 months* imprisonment, 

SUf^amncoro : 

The District Magistrate, Quilon, issued orders on Novombor 28 prohibiting the 
holding of public meetings and other demonstrations for a period of twenty-five days 
in: the Mm to ccngratalate 0* Eeshavan, a political prisoner, recently released. 
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Akbar Hydari. President, Hyderabad State EMCiUive 
refused permission to allow a procession ^ Committee. Bir 

anniversary of the late Vaman^Naifc P‘;es'dont of ho iooal Congres^^^ 

Hydari is reported to have told the depatation that it is aot the policy ot rue 
Governmont to accord permission to processions. 

j^otiialcL i ^ I 

Twenty members of the Patiala State Praja Mandal have been arrested on a^ebargo 
of becoming members of the Congress. 


Resolutions of the Indian National Congress 

5181. Se88ion-Haripura~19th. lo 2l8t. February 1938 

The following are the texts of the resolutions passed by_ the Indian National 
Congress at Vithalnagar, Haripura, (lujrat at its fifty-iirst session hold on the I9th. 
20th. & 21it. February X938 : 

1. Condolence 

The Congress expresses its sense of sorrow and lo.^s _ at the deaths of SAnwaf* 
Bwaruprani Nehru, Sir Jagadish Chandra, hose, Shrt 
Shri Manual Kothari and Shrimatt ParmU 
Shri ffarendranath Munshi, Shrx Baoht bun^ 

SaH Adi Narayan Chettiar, Shn Jatshankar Prasad, Shrx Ram 
Kshirode Vhmdra Deh, Shri QuUar Singh, n.\ Narayan Rao hhara, bhn 
shu Bose, Srnt. Sarmnda Tyagi and Shri Ueramba Chandra Maitra. 

2. Guidallo oi Afsam 

This OansTess demands the immodiato release of Ouidallo, the heroic Naga woman, 
who raised banner of freedom in the distant forestn of Assam m IU2 and who 
has now been suffering imprisonment for more than sis years. 

3. BfHUh Guiana 

This Oonfcrcss sonda its greetings to tho Indians of British Guiana on the ocoasian 
of the celebration of tno centenary of the^ arrival of the first Indian settlors in this 
fcjouih American colony and sends them its good wishes for their advancemont and 
progress, 

4* Indiana Overteaf 

This Congress views with alarm the rapidly growing detorioration in 
nosition and rights enjoyed by the Indians in South and East Africa molndmg Konya, 
Uganda, Tanganyika, isanzibar, and also in the islands of Mauntms and Fiji. 

This Congi’e.ss condemns tho now economic policy now being pursued by Britmh 
Imperialism for intensifying its exploitation oC the Colonies and Dcpondonoies which 
4 iremDlified in the formation of the monopolist Clove-Growers* Association In 
laLfter and in such measure as the Tanganyika Native Produce Bill, J^t Africa 
TransDort Projects, the reservations of the highlands m Kenya, for tho white popula- 
tion aM the degrading troatmont of Indians in Mauritius and Fiji. 

This Congress wliole-boartedly associates itself with the struggles of overaeas 
Indians to mSntaia even their present position and status in the territories in whioh 

^^ihe^OonweMfassares its fellow-countrymen overseas,©! its full sympathy and li0l,p 
and expresss® its readiness to take all actions withlnj its powers to ameliorate thoir 

oongn. wishes to assure the original Inhabitants of Soutli and East 

Africa that the demand of the Indian settlors is not coaoelvod in any spirit of hosti- 
lity, towards »b e«” but is put forward to prevent the oommon exploitation of both 
the AMcans tmcl the Indun settlers by British Imperialism. 
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Indians tn Zanzibar 

The Congress espressos its appreciation of the response of the Indian ])oopl0 io 
the appeal made on behalf of the Conjjress to refrain from Ihe use of cloves, and 
that the boycott of trade in olovos in Zanzibar by the Iniiian morclniTits has been 
complete and satisfactory. The Congress congratulatt^s the Indians in Zanzibar and 
the clove-merchants in India on the manner in which they maintuimjd this hoyc(dt 

The Congress however regrets that the question of the rights of Indians of Zanzi- 
bar for internal and export trado has not yot been satisfaetindly solved. The 
Congress repeats its request to the Indian people to eonfimn* the disuse of cloves 
and presses upon the attention of the merchants ihe dusirability of continuing the 
boycott of trade in cloves and trusts that by tlieso measures the Zauzlbur Ouve.rnraent 
would he compelled in the near future to do justice to the Indian traders in Zanzibar 
by rescinding the objectionable decrees. 

6. Indianfi in Ceylon 

The Congress is deeply concerned over the thri'afunod cstran(‘;oTnont of fooliugs 
between the people of Ceylon and the Indian population in the Island conseuuont on 
certain legislation in regard to local administration, nnd approiuuiKions as to discrimi- 
natory moasuros that may bo fuiihcr u/idortuken. The Cougr-'S!; urgo,-! ou the Gov- 
ernment of Ceylon and her public men not to ad^pt any policy dirfjctly or indirectly 
aimed at discrimination as against the Indians living and c.arrying oii tfunr avocations 
in Coy Ion. In particular, the ("ongrenn notes with regret that laws have boon recent- 
ly framed so as to deny the Indian labourers, who !ndp‘»d and are helping in the 
development of tho resources of tho Island, the I'nmchiHo in the local admluisl ration, 
and to make tho Indian residents apprclumd further restrictimis «m their civil rights 
and to feel that they are to he relegated to an inferior politiiiai status. Tho Congress 
hopes that such measiiroH will not bo undertak-m and that any iogislatijjn that has 
created such a fooling will be so modidod as to make India fool that, in spito of 
being separate governmouts, Ceylon and India aro one and iosoparablo so far as the 
people aro ooncornod. 


7. China 

The Congress has viewed with anxious concern the aggression of a brutal imperia- 
lism in China and tho horrors and frighffuluoHHi Imt have afsoompanied it, In tho 
opinion of the Cougross this imperialist inv/iHion is fraught with tho gravest conse- 
quences for tho future of world iicaco and of fnicdom in Asia. Tho Congress sends 
its deepest sympathy to tho poopfo of China in their groat ordeal and expresses its 
admiration for tho ht\roic struggle they are conducting to maiutmn thuir frtMvIom and 
integrity, U congratulates them on aohioving national unity and co-ordination in tho 
face of danger’ and assun^s tlicm of tlio solidarity of the Indian people with them in 
the common task of combating imperialism and achieving freedom. 

As mark of India’s sympathy with the Chinese peopltu the Congress callo ui>on the 
people of India to refrain from purchasing Japanese goods, 

$« Faleiiiner 

The Congress oondomns tho deoislon of Groat Britain as a Mandatory Power to 
bring about the partition of Falcstino in tho tooth of thrs opposition of tho Arabs and 
the appointment of a Commission to oarry out this project , 

The Congress records Its emphatic protest against tho continuation of tho reign of 
of terror which la still being maintained in Falestme to force this policy upon the 
unwilling Arabs, 

The Congress expresses its full sympathy with tho Arabs Sn their struggle for 
national freedom and their %ht against British Imperialism. 

The Congress holds that tho proper methods of solving the problem by which the 
Jews and the Arabs are faced in Palestine by amicable settlemont between iimmselves 
and appeals to the Jews not to seek the shelter of tho British Mandatory and not to 
allow themselves to be exploited in the interests of British Imperialism, 

9. Foreign FoS^ and War Danger 

, ,In view of the grave danger of wide-spread and devastating war which over*» 
ihadowa'tbe wdrld, tie Congress desire to stain afresh the policy of the Indian 
people i% regard to foreign relations and* war. 
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The people of India desire to live in peace and friendship with their neighbour# 
and With all other countries, and for this purpose wish to remove all causes of con- 
fliot between them. Striving for their own freedom and independence as a nation, 
they desire to respect the freedom of others, and to build up their strength on the 
basis of intematbnal co-operation and goodwill. Such co-operation must bo founded 
on a world order and a free India will gladly assooiato itself with such an order, and 
stand for disarmament and collective security. Bui world co-operation is impossible 
of achievement so long as the roots of international conflict remained and one nation 
dominates over another and imperialism holds away. In order, therefore, to establish 
world peace on an enduring basis, imperialism and the exploitation of one people by 
another mustjend. 

During the past few years there has been a rapid and deplorable deterioration in 
international relations, fascist aggression has increased and an unabashed defiance of 
international obligations has become the avowed policy of fascist powers. British 
foreign policy in spile of its evasions and indecisions, has consistently supported the 
fascist powers in Germany, Spain and the Far East, and must therefore, largely 
shoulder the responsibility for tbo progressiva deterioration of tho world situation. 
That policy still seeks an arrangement with Nazi Germany and has developed closer 
relations with re^iel Spain. It is helping in the draft to imperialist world war. 

India can be no party to such an imperialist war and will not permit her man*^ 
power and resources to 00 exploited in the interests of British imperialism. Nor cau 
India join any war without tho express consent of her people. Congress, theroforo, 
entirely disapproves of war preparations being made in India and largo scale manoeu- 
vres and air-raid precautions by which it hasJ been sought to spread an atmosphere 
of approaching war in India. In the event of an attempt being made to involve 
India in a war, this will be resisted. 

10. Excluded Area# and Commisuoner#^ Provinces 

A. This Congress reafiirms its opinion that tho creation of excluded and partially 
excluded areas and Chief Commissioners’ Piovinoes, including British Balnchisfan and 
Coorg under the provisions of tho 0<)Vornmcnt of India Act of 1935 obstructs the 
growth of uniform doraooratio instructions in intt'gral part of India covering aa area 
of over 207,900 square mib'S and inhabited by over 13 million people. 

This Cungr(3ss coudomus this step as one of the attempts to divide the people of 
India into dilTorimt groups for unjustifiable and discriminatory treatment repressing 
tbeir Hberlios and olisiruoting their progress. 

This Congress further reiterates the opinion that the separation of this excluded 
and partially excluded areas undoubtedly aims at leaving a large control of dispositiou 
and exploitation of the mineral and forest wealth iu those areas in the hands of the 
British Government. 

This Congress declares that the same level of domooraiic and self-governing insti- 
tutions should be applicable to all parts of India without any distinct ion. 

B. This Congress supports the demand of the iuliabifants of the Chief Commis- 
sioners’ provinces of Ajmor-Merwara and Coorg that their provinces may bo amal- 
gamated with the TJnited Provinces, and with Earnatak in tho province of Bombay 
respectively. 

0. This Congress condemns the reactionary and irrosponsiblu administration of the 
province of Delhi attended with suppression of civil liberties and burdened with high 
taxes and extremly heavy laud revenue and other similar measures adopted by the 
Delhi administration. 

11. Ajmer-Merwara and the Indian State# 

The Congress has hoard with great resentment of the separation 0 ! about 115 
villages from Ajmor-Morwara province and now placed under a temporary adminia-» 
tration preparatory to these villages being surremiored partly to Jodhpur and partly 
to Udaipur States. 

The Congress condemns this action of the British Government taken in tho tooth 
0! the direct opposition of the people of this area. 

1 2. Federation 

The Congress has rejected tho new Constitution and declared that a constitution for 
India* which can be aocepted by the people, must bo based on independence and can 
only be framed by the people themselves by means of a Constituent Assembly, 
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without interference by auy foreign auihoriiy* Atlhoring to this policy of ivji ction, 
the Congress has, however, permitted the formation in provincoH of Oou;‘;n'iis Alinis- 
tries with a view to strengthen tho nation in its stn^tglo for in(iei»«*iidono *. fa 
to the proposed Federation, no such considerati»ni ai»ply even provisioiviny or io> a 
period, and the imposition of this Federation will do grave tiijury to India and tigditou 
the bonds which hold her in subjection to iraperialist dominaiiou. This sehona*. of 
Federation excludes from the si»here of responsibility vital functions ot goveramMid, 

The Congress is not opposed to the idea of Federation ; but a real Fcd(.'rat'ou must, 
even apart from the question of responsibility, consist of free units oiijoyiju nioii) or 
less the same measure of freedom and civil liberty, and roprcscntatioii by the ilcmo- 
cratic process of election. The Indian States participating iu the Federation should 
approximate to the provinces in the establishment of ruprc.sentativ'e nv^tituiions and 
responsible government, civil libortios and method of election to tiie Ft^deral llouses. 
Otherwise the Federation as it is now contemplated, will, insioad of building up Indian 
unity, encourage separatist tendencies and involve tho States in internal und external 
confliots. 

The Congress therefore roitciates its oondem nation of tho (»ropf>sod Fed<*rfil 8<ih<*mo 
and calls upon the Provincial ami Local Congrt'ss Conmufi'es and Iho peopbi fpouirully, 
as well as the Provincial Oovenimmits .and Ministrios, to prfivoui its inaugnraHoiu In 
the event of an attempt being made to impose it, despite the declared will of the 
people, such an attempt must bo cornbatod in every way, and the Provinoial (lovorn- 
meats and Ministries must refuse to co-oporate with it In casi^ ,sncU a contingency 
arises, the All India Congress Comraiitee is authorised and directed to determiue tho 
line of action to be pursued in this regard. 

13. Kenya 

The Congress is of ojn'nion that tho administrative praediro of excluding Hritish 
Indians from acquiring lands in the Highlands of K'Uiya Colony while a European of 
any nationality is free to do so constitutes a humiliating diofibility to tlic ludians 
settled in Kenya and is a doliberato oltHncojto the Indian porqdc. 

This Congress further condemns iiio profiosal to promuigato an Ordur-In*Oouncu 
defining tho honadarios of tho white Highlands which is calculated to perpetuate 
statutorily tho erstwhile iniquitous pra<*,tice which uhonld hrmi bmm abolished long ago 
in acoordance with tho declarations of tho Governmcfut of inilfa at the time of tho 
issue of the White Paper of Tho pledge givmi l»y the (hivernment of India ^ to 
get the subject rooponod still remains and will bocomo totally Incapablo of being 
carried out in the event of tho proposed Ordor-iii-C mucil being passed. 

34. Midnopore Congreti Orgardtations 

Tho Congress strongly deprecates the centimivanue of tho ban on ab^nit 110 Congress 
Organisations in tho district of Midnaporo imposed by the Ooveruiiuuit of Bengal and 
is of opinion that the plea put forward by tho Governmmifc to ttu* efftict that tho 
Congress Committees are limbs of a terrorist orgaiuHatiou is eutirely unjustiliod. 

IS. National Edueailon 

The Congress has emphasized tho importance of national oducation over sinco lOOG, 
and during tho non-cooperation period many national educational institutions wore 
started under its auspices. Tho Congress attaohes tho utmost importance to a propor 
organisation of mass education and holds that all national progress ultimately doponds 
on the method and content and objeotivo of tho education that is provided for the 
people. The existing system of eduoalton in India is admitted to have failed. Its 
objeotives have been anti-national and anti-sooiai, its methods hnvo boon antiquated, 
and it has been confined to a small number of poofdo and has loft tho vast majority 
of our people illiterate. It is essential therefore to build up national edneation ,ou a 
new foundation and on a nation-wide scale. As the Congress is having new oppor- 
tunities of service and of influencing and controlling state education, it is necessary to 
lay down the basic principles which should guide such education and to take other 
necessary steps to give efeot to them. Tho Congress is of opinion that for the 
primary and secondary stages a basic education should be impartod in aooordanoo with 
the following principles : 

; 1. Free and oompulsory education should bo provided for seven years on a nation- 
scale. , 

-1 The medium ql Instruction must be the mother tongue. 
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3. Throughout this period edtication should ceotre round some iovm of manual and 
productive woik, aud all other activities to be developed or training? to be given 
should, as far as possible, be integially related to the central handicraft chosen with 
due regard to the environment of the child. 

Accordingly the Congress is of opinion that an All India Education Board to deal 
with this basic part of education be established and for this purpose requests and 
authorises J)r. Zakir Eussain and Shri E. Aryanayakam to take immediate steps, 
under the advice and guidance of Gandhiji, to bring such a Board into existence, in 
order to work out in a consolidated manner a programme of basic national education 
and to recommend it for acceptance to those who are in control of state or private 
education. 

The said Board shall have po^70r to frame its own Constitution, to raise funds and 
perform all such acts as may be necessary for the fulfilment of its objects, 

16. Minority Rights 

The Congress welcomes the growth of anti-imporialisfc feeling among the Muslims 
and other minorities in India and the growing unity of all classes and communities in 
India in the struggle for India’s independonco which is essentially one and indivisible 
and can only be carried on effectively on a united national basis. In particular, the 
Congress welcomes the largo numbers of the minority communities who have joined 
the Congress during the past year and given their mass support* to tho struggle for 
freedom and the ending of the exploitation of India’s masses. 

The Congress approves of and confirms the resolution of the Working Committee 
on Minority Rights passed in Calcutta in October 1937, and declares afresh that it 
regards it as its primary duty and fundamental policy to protect the roligions, 
linguistic, cultural and other rights of the minorities in India so as to ensure for them 
in any scheme of government to which the Congress is a party, the widest scope for 
their development and their participation in the fullest measure in the political, ecO'- 
nomio and cultural life of the nation. 


17. Indian States 

In view of the fact that owing to the growth of public lifo and the demand for 
freedom in tho Indian States, now problems are arising and now couEicts are taking 
place, the Congress lays down afresh its policy in regard to tho States. 

Tho Congress stands for the same political, social and economic freedom in the 
Btatos as in tho rest of India and considers the States as integral parts of India 
which can not bo soparutod. Tho Putm Swaraj or complete indopendonoe, which is 
the objective of the Congress, is for the whole of India, inolusive of tho States, for 
tho integrity a- I unity of India must be maintained in freedom as it has been main- 
tained in subjection. The only kind of federation that can be acceptable to the 
Congress is one in which the States participate as fr(^o units, enjoying tho same 
measure of democratic freedom as tho rest of India. The Congress, therefore, stands 
for full responsible govornoiont and the guarantee of civil liberty in the Slates, and 
deplores tho present backward oonditimm and utter lack of freedom and suppression of 
civil liberties in many of these States. 

The Congress considers it its right and privilege to work for tho attainment 
of this objective in tho States, But, under existing circumstances, the Congress 
is not in a position to work oirectively to this end within the States, and 
numerous limitations and restrictions, imposed by the rulers, or by British authority 
working tliroiigh them, hamper its activities. Tho hope and assurance which its name 
and great prestige raise in the minds of the people of tho Btates find no immediate 
fulfilment, and disillusion results, it is not in consonance with the dignity of the 
Congress to have local committees which cannot function eifoctivoly, or to tolerate 
indignity to tho National Flag. Tho inability ofjjiho Congress to give protection or 
effective holp, when hopes have beem raised, produces holplosBness in the people of the 
States and hinders tho devolopmont of their movomont for freedom. 

In view of the diforoat conditions prevailing in tho States and the rest of India, 
the general policy of tho Congress Is often unsuited to tho Btatos and may result in 
preventing or hampering the natural growth of a freedom movement in a Htata. 
Such movemonlB aic likely to dovolop more rapidly and to have a broader basis. If 
they draw their strength from tho people of tho State, produce self-reliance in them, 
and ate in tune with the condition prevailing there, and do not rely on extraneoue 
help and assistance or on the prestige of the Congress name. The Oongross wolooms 
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sucli movements but, in tlie nature of tilings and under pruKOut conditions, the bur- 
den of carrying on the struggle for freedom must fidl on ihtj of tho Staffs 

The Congress will always extend its goodwill and Sfipport to FUtih stnig;Jr>s' o‘irried 
on m a peaceful and legitimate manner, but that orL^an\saHo!ial Imip wlii iiojvifahlv 
be, under existing conditions, moral support and sympathy, l^sdividual ConirrB«;men 
however, will be free to render further assistance in eapa^a'i !<'*>% fu this 

way the struggle can develop without committing the Cmgr.'Fs and tlmie 

unhindered by external considerations. 

pio Congress thorefore directs that^ for the pro. out. f'mrjrrcs.s Commitlces \n tlio 
States shall function under the direction and cf»nfroI of the t'ongroKF. Wurlciiv^ Com- 
mittee and shall not engage in parliamentary activity nor lani.fdi on tiu? dincruction 
# A? auspices of the Congress, Iiitonial struggles of the people 

Of the States must not be undertaken in iho name of tho " For 

this purpose independent organisations should bo started and cnutinnr'd 'Vlito’c thov 
exist already within the States. ' 

, Congress desires to assure the ponplo of the Sfat‘>a of its solidurily with 
them and of its active and vigilant interest in and f-ympaUiy with ihvh iiiovoment 
for freedom. It trusts that llio day of tliuir deliverance is not. far distant. 

18. Ministerial Hesignallons in U. P. and Behar 
In accordance with the direction of the Rujipur Congress, tho All India 
Committee decided in March, 19:i7. the mm of of oflioo in provinet's^aml 

by or on behalf of the British Oovnrnmeiit. ilvse a.c.uriiM'iT riiit, luinir fortlioomiuir 
the readers of CJongress Parties in fho Provintiinl Assi-in'ili-s deislincd at fiist to form 
ffliniatnee. Theroaflor tlwro was a oonsidoraiiit' aitaiuii.nt fur Mnna months nwtid- 
t^ 5‘. ®«® assurances and various lieclaratioiis wcrti iand>! liy tliij Hcorctarv of .Slate for 
T*'® of ill tin s.. dcciaViJMiNm 

J ?“0“? othor thingsj tliat tliero would lio no intorfeionco with the 

day to day administration of provincial affairs l.y rcspoiuiiidi' Ministers, 

.. w Ministors in llm Provincos has shown that 

at leastintwo Provuioes, thoUtiitod Provincos and Hciiur, there harinwt twn 
Ihfte®® ‘ay,)Mlmiiiistratiou of j.rovin-ial aflhirs as s how" 

Congress men.l.m's to form MinisIrUrtiiow tlmt 
m.f.S®®.®''®®® tnonlioiiod tlin releasi! of jiolitieal iirisoners as one of the 

iwrsnniioo flloreof thl, Ministers Wan the 
release of uohtioal prisoners and thev soou exp<u*huu'f'(l dchiv* which wns 

T®*'® ‘’'® Governors woi.l.i ondrosn fl,„ lUv, 7, t i^Ieasn. thrST 
in the\"n'lniSrn/tr® n ^ delayed is evid.nm of tin- exemi.liiry i.iitieiico of MiniLrs. 
wi+Mn Congress, y<doasc of priKonorn m a mjitti*r coming essentiallv 

administrlitimi, whicli does not liin t of iSdS 
Governor is to guide and advise 

S“hetr daTto dlv dntv®'^rr»^« j«''«ra(jnt in tho-disohargo 

for the Workin<» Com- 
mittee to give an annual account to the CongroFs dch*gatos and to tho af 

to iusfruct Mmisters, who wore them- 


order roloase 
' ' wore countoi 

the MiniHterB 


, .r. r.1, HT (fv tutun- 

and tn tMtirn ii7hl rcHoase of the pohucal prisoners in their charge 

.ordeis worn conntormandod. Ths Congross approves of and 


of tuti Uuitod Provmcos and Bchar and 


endorses the action taken by 
ooumtulates them on \t 

vSt !““”t nr>%i,r sr r s"±ri 

^5) oj u.. oo|.,‘;s#Ka': i"? ¥C".‘iM’ siEi'S 

lef themselves^f^^^^^ 7^^ Ministers had Icsidos in ifoth cases satis- 

chanK oancrae-l and otherwise of their 

^vn***^^ foceptance of the Congress pohoy of uou*viokmcee IndeeiL 

th^ may^Sy ia^spitrof I'®®,. created a situation 

Congress effort to the contrary, booaiao such a. grave 

Co”?«8S“en have held otBoe, 
thA administrative capaoity in the matted 

w vamrang M(gM(igtwa fop the smehopation of eooaomio aad social evils. Ihe Congress 
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admits that a measiira of oo-operation "was extended hy the Governors to the 
Slinikers, It has been the sincere effort on the part of the Congress to extract whnt 
is possible fiom the Act for the pabiio good and to strengthen the people in the 
pursuit of thoir goal of complete independence and the ending of imperlalistio ex- 
ploitation of the masses of India. 

The Congress does not desire to precipitate a crisis which may involve non-violent 
non-co-operation and direct action consistent with the Congress policv of truth and 
violence. The Congress is therefore at present reluctant to instruct Ministers in 
other provinces to send in their resignations by way of protest against the Governor- 
General’s action, and invites His Excellency" the Governor-General to reconsider 
his decision so that the •Governors may act constitutionally and accept the advioo of 
their Ministers in the matter of the release of the political prisoners. 

The Congress regards the formation of irresponsible Ministries as a way of dis- 
guising the naked rule of the sword. The formation of such Ministries is calculated 
to rouse extreme bitterness, international quarrels and further deepen the resent- 
ment against the British Government. When the Congress approved of acceptance 
of office, with great reluctance and considerable hesitation, it had no misgivings 
about its own estimate of tho real nature of the Government of India Act. The 
latest action of the Governor-General justifies that estimate and not only exposes 
the utter inadequacy of the Act to bring real liberty to the people, but also shows 
the intention of the British Government to use and interpret it not for tho expansion 
of liberty, but for its restriction. 'Whatover, therefore, may be iho ultimate result 
of the present crisis, the people of India .should realise that there can foe no true 
freedom for the country so long as this Act is not ended and a new constitution, 
framed by a Oonstituout Assembly, elected on the basis of adult franchise, lakes its 
place. The aim of all Congressmen, whether in office or out of office, in legislatures 
or out of legislatures, can only be to reach that goal even though it may mean, as 
it often must mean, sacrifice of many a present advantage, however beneficial and 
worthy it might be for the time being. 

On behalf of tho IF. P. Governor it has been stated that the demonstrations 
organised to welcome tho Kakori prisoners and the speeches d(3livered by some of 
them had interforod with tho policy of grailual release of political prisoners. Tho 
Congress had always discouragod unseemly demonstrations and other objectionable 
activities. Tho demonstrations and spoechos referred to by the XL P. Governor wore 
strongly disai>provod by Mahatma Gandhi.^ Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, President of 
the Congress, had similarly taken immodiate notice of the indiscipline which was 
thus betrayed. Nor ^ were ^ they ignored by tho Ministers. As a result of these 
correotivo steps public opinion rapidly changed and oven the persons concerned came 
to realise their mistake. And whon six prisoners, one of whom was a prominent 
member of the Kakori group, ^ were roloased s?ibsoquontly, afomife two months after 
the release of the Kakori jndsoners, no demonstrations were hold in their honour 
nor any reception was accorded to them. Nearly four more months have since 
elapsed and any delay in releasing the lomaining fifteen prisoners only on account 
of tho demonstrations or the speeches connected with tho prisoners who were 
reloased in August, is now uttorly unjustified. Tho responsibility for the mainte- 
nance of law uud order is that of the Ministers and they aro entitled to perform 
their functions in such manner as they deem proper. It is their business to weigh 
nil relevant factors in tho light of prevailing circumstances, but thoir decisions once 
tHKen^ ought to bo accepted and enforced, Any iniorforonce with them in the 
exoroiso of thoir powers in tho normal day to day administration is bound to under-^ 
mine and weaken their position. Tho Congress Ministers have more than ones 
declared their dotormi nation to tako adequate action in tho mattor of violent orime, 
and tho risk run in releasing prisoners especially whon they have abjured the path 
of violence, is alfogother imaginary. 

The Congress has given during the past im months ample evidence of its desire 
to t^0 severe notice of indiscipline and breach of tho code of non-violence that 
the Oongross has laid down for itself. Nevertheless the Congress invites tlie attention 
of Congressman to the fact that indiscipline in speech and action, calculated to 
breed violence, retards the progress of the country towards its cherished 

in purrat of its programme of release of political prisoners, tho Congress haa 
not hesitated to sacrifice office and the opportunity of passing ameliorative measures# 
But the Congress wishes to make it clear that it strongly disapprovos of hunger-* 
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striiceR for release. Hunger-strikes embarrass the Congress in pursuit of its policy of 
securing release of political jirisnners. The Congress, therefore, urges those who are 
still continuing their hunger-strike in the Punjab to give up their strike, and assures 
them that whether in provinces whore Congiessmen hold ministerial offices or in 
other provinces, Congressmen will continue tlieir eiXorts to secure the release of 
detenus and political prisoners by all legitimate and peaceful means. 

In view of the situation that, has arisen in tlio country, the Oungross authorisfis 
the 'Working Oommitteo to take such action as it may consider necessary and to 
take the direction of the All India Congress Committoo in dealing with the crisis 
whenever necessity arises for it. 


1 9. Kisan Sabhas 

Tn view of certain difficulties that have arisen in regard to the Kisan Sabhas and 
other organisations in some parts of India, the Congress desires to clarify the position 
and state its altitude in regard to thorn. The Congn’oss has already fully recognised 
the right of Kisans to organise themselves in peasant unions. Nevertheless it must 
be remembered that the Congress itself is in the main a TCisan organisation and as 
contacts with the masses have increased vast numbtu’s of Kisans have joined it 
and influenced its policy. The Congress must, and has in fact, stood for those 
Kisan masses and championed their claims, an<l Ins worked for the indopondonoe 
of India which must be based on the freedom fiom exploitation of all our people. 
In order to achieve this independence and strouglhoii the Kisans and realise their de- 
mands, it is essential that the Congress bo strengthened and- that Kisans should be 
invited to join it in ever large numbers and organised to carry on thoir Rtniggl<' 
under its banner. It is thus tho duty of every Con«rossmau to work for the spread 
of the Congress organisation in every village in India and not to do anything which 
weakens this organisation in any way. 

While fully recognising tho right of tho Kisans to organiso Kisan Babhas, the Con- 
gress cannot associate itself with any activities wliicli are incompatible with the basic 
principles of llio Congress and will not conntonauoo any of tho activities of those 
Congressmen who as members of the Kisan Sabhas help in creating an atmosphere 
hostile to Congress principles and policy. Tho Congress, tliorcforo, calls upon pro- 
vincial Congress Committees to boar the above in mind and in pursuanoo of it take 
suitable action wherever called for. 

Constittilional Cheingci 

Coriatn changes wore iiitrnducod in tho Constitution at tlin tOpen Honsion. Those 
changes '-aro incorporated in the new Constitution publislu‘d after Haripura. The 
Congress also passed the following resolution appointing- a constitution committee 

20. ConsUlution Commiltee 

This Congress appoints a Committoo consisting of— Subbm Ohavdra 
JPandit JawaharlaS Mhru^ Shri JairamduH Doulatmm^ Skri Bhulahkni J, Dernh 
Dr. Fattahhi ^itaramayya, Shri Achyut PaHvardhun, Shri A. Brclvi^ Bhri 
JfCirnn Sankar Jfo^, AnundMvam Iyengar avd Bhri %h II Kripalani as con- 
venor, to consider and frame rules, if necessary, concerning the foilowing matters;— 

(a) The advisability or otherwise of indirect elections of delegates ; 
ih) Genuine membership and proper oIcKitions ; 

(c) Buitability of territorial representation on the A. L C. G. and in provinces 
whore it may bo considered suitable, the method of such roprosontation 
id) Buitability or otherwise of tho method of proportional representation by ainglo 
transferable vote in the elections to the membership of tho A. L C. 0. 

(e) Any Consequential ehang(?8 that may be nooossary ns a result of fixing of 
constituencies in connection with article YX (o). 

The recommendations of this Committoo will be given effect to on their being 
approved by tho A. L 0. 0. 

THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

Biinpura^Fobrmry 16 ^ IO$S 

A meeting ot the A.. I 0* 0* was hold in tho Sabjeots Committee Paadai at Hati- 
pttta February 16, 1988 at 8 p. m» Bhri JamharM Nehru presided. 
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Mim^tes : 

The minutes of the last meeting of the A. L C. 0. held at Calcutta confirm- 
ed. The audited accounts submitted by the General Secretary were passed. 

General Secretary's Report : 

The General Secretary’s Report was placed before the Committee. Professor 
Ranua and Swarm Sahjanand took objection to the remarls about Kisan Sabhas in 
the General Secretary’s report. Prof, Rauga’s motion that portions of the Genera! 
Secretary’s annual report aealing with Msan Sabhas were open to o!>jootiou and as 
such should be referred back to the Working Committee was put to vote and dec- 
lared lost and the Report was adopted. 

President's Note ; 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru submitted a separate review of the year’s activities to 
the A. I. C. O. m addition to the General Secreta^’y’s report. The review dealt mostly 
with the international situation with particular referonce to its reactions in India. 
Deposit from candidates to the A, /. 0. C. 

The Committee passed the following Resolutions : 

Resolved that a deposit of Rs. 10 be taken from those raombors of the provincial 
Congress Oonjmittees as stood canditates for A. I. 0. 0. membership. Tho doposit 
was to be paid back to the nnsucoossful candidates. 


Haripur a— February 19H8 

A meeting of the A. I. C. 0. was held at Havipura on February 22, 1938 at lO p.m. 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose presided. 


Auditors : 


The Comraittoo passed the follov/ing rosolufion 

Resolved that Mossis Dalai and Bhah and Messrs Chotalal H. Shah and Co# of 
Bombay bo appointed as honorary auditors of the t oiigress. 

Working Committee : 


Tho President announced tlio namij.s of tho new Working Commitioe 
J. Suhhas Chandra Bose (PreBident) ii. Maulami Abul Katam Azad S. Shrimati 
Sarmni Nmdu 4. PandU Jawaharlal Nehru 5. Bnhu Rajendra Prasad 0, Sardar 
vallahhhkai I atel 7, Sim Jamnalal Bajaj (Treasurer) S, Shri JairaniUas Daulat** 
ram 0* Khan Abdul Oaf/ar Khan tO^ Shri Hhulabhai Dvsai tL Di\ Paitabhi 
Sttaramavya IX Shri Jurat Chandra Bose Si, Shri Hare Krishna Mehtab 14. 
Shri J. B* Krtpalcmt (Qeneral Secretary). 

The numo of tho romaimug fiftoontli member wuh to bo announced later.* 


THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 


Wardha— February IsnH 

A racrtiiiiR of tho WorkinR pommitteo was holii at Wardha on Fibiuary 3-G, 1938. 
bhr% Jawaharlal Nehru presided. 

The membors present wer<^ Manlnna Ahul Kalarn Azad, Shris Sarojini Nnidu, 
vallahhhkai Patel. Jamnalal Baj(ig\ Jairamdas DouUitrafth^ Bhulahhai Desai-i 
Bhanherrao Deo, Achyut Patwardhan, J. B. JMpnltmi, 

Tho Promiors of tho soven Congress provittoe.s, if they could convonumily oomo, 
were invited to attend. Shri Rnjngopalachari and Bhri N. B. Khai^e atteudod. The 
former was present tliroughout tho discussion. Tho latter was present Cor sometime 
on tho 4th. 

Minnies : 

The minutes of tho last mooting hold at Bombay, January 2-4, 1938 already oir** 
Ottlated, wore confirmed. 


Obituary : 


The Committee passed tho following 
Swaroopraax Kohxu, Sir Jagadlah Chandra B 


resolution on tho deaths of Bhrimati 
ose and Bhri Barut Cbaixdra Chuttevj*. 
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This Congress expresses its stmKO of soir-^'w and lo^s at ilv* <]p.\ths of Srimati 
Swaroopraui Nehra, Bir Jugadish OUundra Bose, Bhrl S:tr:U Ohandru CimUerjoy. 

Hunger Strike : 

Tlie Committee considered tlio situation arising out of hntig'M’ striko of tlio 
poiitioa] prisoners iu several provinces a«i«l pus^od Uid following ri'sointio!! : 

1, The Working Commifteo have heard with pndonud grnd uf tho .h-adi of Rjt. 
Harendra Munshi, a political prisoner in the Dn'oa Jail. Tito ConmiMoe convoys 
their heartfelt oondoleaco to the bereaved family of 8yi, Jfart'udra M ujhhi, 

2. ^ la view of repeated hunger strikes that have oeuiirred iu le ;ent rnonlhH, the 
Working Committee feel it imperative to detino their attitudo on this qut-sHon* The 
Committee definitely disapproves of the policy of reso^'tiug to huiijvu’ sir'kos on tim 
part of political prisoners ra order to obtain tiieir lolease uud h licvo r.ijat sijoh t% 
step on the contrary, stands in the way. Tim Ounnilftee strongly 'ui-loisis the iippeul 
reoentiy made hy Mahatma Gandhi t‘'» the hunger sinkers in ttm D.'uica Jail and urge 
the hanger strikers in all jails in India to give up hung'U* strike. 

B. The Committeo desiT»*s to point out lliat tho (Jon r.i hw Minisfrins and Ibis 
Committee have had constantly befoni them the <pu'.;u *u ut die udease of 
detenus and political prisoners and the foimer have by new ndeas^Mi a v^ry large 
number and arc taking aiitivn steps for the release of tlni rejaaiii ii*r. Si far^w the 
provinces with non-Congress miaistrit*.s are OfOU'.cnujd, the rununittei* leels ihat 
this question has not been approached l»y them in the same spirit us> l>y the Congress 
Ministries and tlijii the releases in those provinces have eouK-queiHly laeu inade- 
quate and unsatisfactory. 

The Committeo deplores tfie conditions in dm Dacca Jail and other Jails la 
Bengal and call upon the Oovornment of Bengal to ininu-diatidy rMinove tho. legiti- 
mate grievances of the political prisoners in ihxi jail ns well as iu other jails in 
that province. 

The Committee trusts that with the strenuous and nneeasing fdTorlH of Mahatma 
Gandhi and the vigilance of public opinion, the qmrstion uC rtdtmse will be Hutisfac^ 
torily Solved at an early date and hopes that all detenus and p-ditical prisoners will 
co-operate to thi.s cud by pxoreieing patiuuce nnd K*df-ie.Jraua and that the public 
will do likewise by mainfaing an atmosphere of non-violoum', 

The Committee passeil draft resolutioim on the hJ^iwing nubjects to bo plnc(*d 
before tho Buhjocts Oommittoo of the (Mngro at Uaripuia: 

(1) Congress Ministries (*4) 5?a.milmr (Ji Indmn.-* iu K^mya (4) Indians iu 
Ceylon (5) Indian Btates (6) World War (?) Clnna. 

Delegatee and mmbm of the A, L C\ Ch fmn iV. \V» F. I\ : 

The following resolution was passed : — 

The Committee considered the hd.tm' of tho Chmoral Bocrctnry N. W. F. P. 
Congress Committeo dated S7th January. In viow of tlio special circumstances 
mentioned therein the newly eleotsd l\ C. C. 1)0 proviHionnily rccoguisoti and 
delegates soicctod he considored as valid dclogatm for tho fluripura Congress, iiut 
fresh elections should take place according to rules by Blst May. 

Fmjah Ekeiions : 

The Frosidont placed hofpro tho Committee the question of tho election disputes 
mat had arisen in the runjnb. lie informed the t^ommittco that Im bad dtiputnd 
Shri Sri Prakasa to go to the Fanjab and make preliminary enquiries into tho 
matter and report to the Working Committee at Haripura, 

AllmancGi of Memhere of Degielaturee in Bengal ; 

The letter of Bhri Barat Chandra Boso, tho Loader ol tho Parliamentary Party 
in Beagai, in this conmiotlon was placed before the Committee. The Committeo 
accepted the suggestions made therein, that each mumher should pay a moutbly 
sum of Es. 75 to the general fund that was to remain with tho A. i. 0. 0» office, 
lor work in tho provinco* The payment was to begin from January, 1938. 

Comiitutim ; 

The Committee discussed the changes to be introduced in tho Constitution* 

They approved o< the idea of fixed constituencies for delegates' election. Tliey 
also approved of the idea ol a system of Indirect elections for delegates. But lor 
alL such and other material ohs in the Oonatitution the Committee suggesM 
ttie appointment ol a Oonstltetioitt Committee hy the Congress at Haripura. . 
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THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Haripura'-Fehru'iry 14-2^. lOoS 

A meptins: of the Workinp^ Commifti'O wa^’s hoU at Vithal TTaripura, l4-2-?>S 

to 22-2-f]8 From 14th. to IGtli. Fohnury, Shri Jcuvaharlal NcJiru 
after Shri Siublias Chftndra Bose |>r<‘Si'h*i. tluj two tho 

present were Maidana Abut Kahm Azad^ Bhris Sarojuii Naidit^ \ alinhtMnt 
Patel^ Jamnalal Jairnmd ts Donlntram, BhnUihhai Domini Narcndta Ihv^ 

Sankerrao Dco^ Achyut Patioardhan and J, B. Kripalani, 

Minutes : 

The minutes of the lost meoting lield nt AYardha 3-G Feiu-uary, ‘IOjS wore read 
and passed. 

Accounts : 

The audited accounts for the period iGth. Novomher, 11>3G to 30th. S’‘*pfi?inher, ’3V 
were presontod and passed. 

Draft resolutions on iiio followin'^ siihjects to ho placed hcfuro tlie Suhj^rts Cfin* 
mittoe wore passed: — 

(1> Condolence (2) Fxcludod AH*as and Oomrni‘/sintn}*V Prov;:n;i*s and Dofhi (fSi 
Indians Overseas ^4) Ihitish Guiana (5) Ajmer Merwara and the Indian Htatos tOi 
Palostine (7) Ouidalio (S) Afinority Riglits (0) Matnnil Elueatfoii (10) Urs'/an SahhuH 
(11) Ministeiial Resignations in U. P. and IJihar (13) Mi-inaporo (13; Gouhtitufioii 
Committ(50. 

(Aoie The draft rosolution on CongriMS Ministrins lij, th“ Worlfin;: Com- 

mittee at AV’ardlna was replaced hy the new draft on Ministerial Hesignations in D, l\ 
and Bihar). 

Indian States** 

The States People ReKchitiori pa'*u»d at AYardlia was rei'onsid 'r-*-! in ?he Hi, ’hi M* 
the talks the Oommitteo had wd.li a dopnlati'ui ef States neeph*. I*‘d liy Dr. PuHaldn, 
The Committee was of the, vi(‘\v that tljo only cfiange that th*‘V (.‘oi/d hi (he 

resolution passed at AYanllri was that some prevision he tnride f*')r tlie reofjgniticu of 
tho existing OongroHS Gominittoes in the Btates, Tlie following addition was thori> 
fore made. 

In regard to Congress ('‘ommittees which are funcfioniig at presrud in any of (1*0 
Btfites, the Working Coinmitlee should consider tfu* pofjition of eaefi of them and th»* 
termine whether they should r‘ontiuuo to furiethm and. if :v», umh'r what raUidifoue, 
conformity with the general poliriy of this ri'solution, they should funethm. 

Kenya : 

Tho Draft resolution pn‘parefl at Wardha for tho Buhjisdjs OmimltUr wait alfme*! 
and tho following now draft was suhstituted. 

‘‘Tho Congress is of opinion that the adminiHfrativu praetioe of exelu-liuit liritlnh 
Indians from acquiring lands in tho Ifighlamls of Konya Colony whih* a Kurujocm id 
any nattoualliy is frou to do so constitutes a humdutdng disahiuty t»# the indiauH 
settled in Kenya and is a dedih*jra<« oft^mco to the Indian pefjjihn 

“Tho Oongmss further condemns tlm proposal to promulgate im Ordf^-in-f 
defining the boundath’S of the White liighlandH which is cahmlate*! to p^upetrrge 
statutorily tho erstwhile iniquitous pnvdiue which ulumld have heen utieliNliiol 
ago in acconianco with the declarntimis of tho <fOvennnent of India ut the time nf 
the issue of the White Pafior of IG23. Tho fdiHigu given hy the Deveniup-nt of |f}*Jia 
to get tho subject reopmmd will remain and will Heunmo totally iouapaolo of hoiug 
carried out in tho event of tho proposed Oish^r-in-Coiuicil heiip’; 

(iVb#c:— The draft rosolutions prepared and consfituthma! ehanees suggehtHd hy th^ 
Working CommiUoo at Wardha and Hanpura worn disjuisKiel hy (he SuhjerM cieimmiP'o 
of tho olst Hesmon of t!i 0 Oongross and with nUeratiuns uu^Mqded by tfm Sahj 
Oommittoa woro placud bcfuio tim Opi,*n HcsHioih Tho roHtdution as iinafly pushed by 
the open session arc given on pages 205)- 
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THE NEW WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Haripura-^ February 

The first meeting of the New Worlfing Committee was held in Vltbal Nagar, 
Haripnra on 22. 2, 38 at 2 p. m. Shri Subhas Chaiidra Bose piosidjd. Ihe mem- 
bers present were Maulana Abul Kalam Asad^ Shris Sarojini Naidu, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Vallahhhhai Patel^ Jarnnalal Bajaj, Jairamdas Batdatram^ Bhulabhoi I^esai^ 
Battahhi Sitaramayya^ Sarat Chandra Bose^ Ilarekrishna Mehtah and J. B. Kripfdani. 

Punjab : 

The Committee discussed the situation created by dissensions among Congressmen 
in the Punjab and passed the following two resolutions 

1. The Working Committee gladly recognises the growth of CongrrHS influence 
and organisation in the Punjab during the past year, but it still feels that effootive 
work is impeded by internal friction and dissension among Congressmen. Tho 
Committee is confident that the courage and capacity for sacrifice of the Punjaheos, 
which have been so evident in the past can be organised to greater advantage and 
appeals to the people of tho Punjab to work fo this end. In order to help in this 
work the Committee requests Maulana Abul Kalam Azod to visit tho Punjab at an 
early date, to enquire into the situation there, and to malco such suggp-siions, orga- 
nisational or otherwise, as ho may consider necessary. The Maulana will have full 
authority to deal with tho situation and his decisions may bo given efrect to. 

2. JjQ view of various election complaints received from tho Punjab Shri Sri 
Frakasa be requested to visit tho Punjab and inquire into the priori ftal complaints 
and make his recommendations thaieon. In making tlm enquiry lie should ask for 
the co*operatioii of a repreHentalivu i/f tin* P. C 0. and a repn senfativo of the 
complainant^ 8hri Rri Frakasa’s recommendations should ho sent lo the A. 1. C. C. 
and the Punjab P, 0. 0. and fo Maulana Azad ami tho action to ho t.dvim in r(‘gard 
to thorn should bo under the direction of Maulana Azad. 

N. W, F, P, ; 

Tho Oommitteo also oonsidoved tho question of Congress orgnnisatlon in tho 
N. W» E. P. The following resolution was passed 

“Tho Working Committoo requests Maulana Abut Kalam A\nd to visit tho 
Frontier Province at an early date and to confer with tho Congress workers there 
and to advise them about their future %vork and organisational mdivilies, Tho 
Maulana will have authority to make such changes in tho present urgnuisation as ho 
may consider necessary and desirable so as to make tho organisation inoru efficient” 

Certified Khadi: 

The Soorotary A. 1. B. A. sent a draft reK>olufir'n on the rnr'ouingement of 
Hhadi certified by his organisation whicdi earned out the nile about ininuunm wago 
to tho spinners. Tho Committee discussed the diaft and passnl the folIo^^ing 
resolution 

“This Committoo notes with satisfaction tho policy adopted by the All India 
Spinners’ Association for ensuring adoqnato wages to the spinners ami other artisans 
engaged in tho production of Khatfi and tlie Muqis taken by it in that behalf and 
calls upon all Oongressraon and tha public in geiinrnl to give full eo* operation and 
assistance in making this policy a success by purchasing only that Khadi which is 
certified by tho All India rSpinnors* Association”. 

Mysore Parliamentary Board : 

The letter of tho President, Mysore Parlinmrnfery Hoard regarding the byo- 
elections to tho Mysore Assombly was considered. It W'as decided that the President 
of the Board be informed that the Board could function us usual for the hv*-eh‘ctions 
to bo held on March 5, 1938. After that date ilio Congress resolution about Indian 
Btaios was to be given effect to in Mysore as in other Indian Btntos. 

ParUameniaty Buh^CommiUee ; 

As the old Parliamentary Bub-Commlttoo came to m end with the Congress Session 
the Working Committee passed the following resolution appointing tho new Sub* 
Committee for the current session 
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“Resolved that the Parliamentary sub-Comraitloo cousistin!!»: of the same members 
as before namely, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad^ Shris Valluhhhhai Patel and Rajmdra 
Prasad be formed for the current session to keep in close and coiisturit foucli with 
tho Congress Parties in all logislatiires in the provinces, to advise them in <all activities 
and to take necessary action in any case of emergency. The members of the committee 
are individually to perform the same functions as before.*' 

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS IN U P. AND BEHAR 

The Congress by its election manifesto was, among other things, pledged to the 
release of all political prisoners. Most of them were released in tho different Congress 
provinces. In U. P. and Bihar some prisoners convicted of violence still romainc i in 
jail. Agitation for their release was going on in the country. In Behar tho political 
prisoDtus repatriated from the Andamans who had thought that they would be rclcan^Ml 
on leaching India, grew impatient and went on hunger strike. They were joined by 
political prisoners in other provinces. In IT. P. though there was no hunger sfiike 
tho ielt>ase of polical prisoners could not he long delayed if tho Congress was not bo 
accused of breaking its oiootion plodgt^s. It was well known that tlio pris'iners had 
given up thoir faith in terrorist methods and in violiuice. The P>cbar Premier iiad 
met the prisoners personally and as'iertained this. In IT. P. oven th) jail autiiorifies 
after careful obsoryation, gave it as thoir considered opinion that tho pris mors had 
given up all faith in methods of violence. Their collonguos had boon rohiusod withmM 
any menace to law and order, Tho promlers of tho two provinces had been insisting 
on leloase ; but the Ouvornors were not agreeable. After tho liunger strike the (4'jv-* 
ernor of Behar took refuge uiidor the plea that no govornm'int could rtdoa'io prisoners, 
under threat of hunger strike. 

The AVorkiug Committee that mot at Wardha 3-(> F(d>. 1933 passed a rosobifbin 
expressing thoir disapproval of hungor strikes for roloasn. The prisonor*? in Behar 
were induced to give up their hunger strike. The Governors in tho two province 
still persisted in objecting to release. Tho Premiers wore oompelle.d to emtn fo the 
view that as heads of the Government and as piiniariiv responsible for law uud f*r<ler 
it was uudigmfioil for them to cany on a probnigfid ami fruitless c-ontroversy with tlic 
Govornors, Nor was it merely a quostioii of the reloaso of a few political “ prisonor.i 
important as that was. A gr<‘at principle was involved. The (Jongress had acenptod 
oTioe rni the (ilcar nmlerstanding that thorn vrould ha no inferfermio i with the 
MiniKTiu’S in tludi legitimate constitutionul day to day activities, (hider thive (dr- 
cuinstances tho two ih-emim’S decided to act. ' The Ibdiar Premier erdert^d thtj releu e 
of all fiolitictti prisoners in bis province ou F»^b. .15, Thif. order wae not endorvod \u 
tho Cwvmm as tho Viceroy interf<»n‘d with tlr> exi’cntbm of the ord»'r under ;Herfi,hj 
3^6 (5) of tho Governmejnt of India A<'t. Hhri t^hri Krishna bad thoreforf* no 
choice but to tender Iub resignation and that of bis (Kd’eagues on Ih-d-SH, In V, P. 
also tlio tjabinefc resiguod ou tho same day hmmm the Viceroy intervened under tho 
same section* 

In his loiter of resignation to tho Governor Khri Gm^ind dnllnhh Punt cleared h\% 
own position and that of the Oongro.ss. This loiter lias appourod in Prmn, Tho 
Premier puinitMl out that tho issue raised is of the wiflost importance both from the 
Constitutional and administrative points of view. 'The release of political prisoners 
has ff»rmoa a prominent part of the Congress programme. Ft was mentioned in the 
rongress tdection manifesto and urged in the rosolutimis pussod by tho Oouvoiilion in 
I)ulhi ui March last year. It is unthinkable that tho Governor 'General should net 
have roalmod tliat Congress, whenevor it aoci3pted ofHito, would take the oarlioBt opper- 
tumty to implomont tlu) Congress programme and to honour Us piedgoH* The Congrosa 
was invited to aecopt oiiico with a full knowlodge of all these facts. An assurance 
w'as also dufiuit<‘]y hold out that the Congress in oflico woukl be freii to caiTV out its 
programmo. It if! tlmrofore Ktrauga tliaf, tho (lovornoi' Choioral should isKUO his ordors 
undor Rootion 136 siib-sootion 5 to thwart tho Congr oss Ministry, 

Tho rosptpiliility Cor mainfaiuiug law and ordor in tho proviuci) is that, of ihn 
Miiustors, No Coanoil of Ministors oan. (Iwuhargii its fimutions satisfa'jf.orily if ils 
oonsjdorod opiumns ia ros|)(! 0 t of inomuntous quostions, strictly falliiiif 
within its piirviuw, is arbitrarily intorfored with by outsido authority williont, 
even montioning th«i /'rounds of snoU iatorforniioo. ft is inooncolvahio that 
the release os some In poiitioal prlHonors who have abjured tho path of vudonoe r.ao 
BO a grayo menace to tho peace and tranquillity of any province iu India. Iho deoi- 
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sion of the Governor General is attrihutcl to extra- provincial consirh^ratioiis which 
! proves that the Governor of the province does not apprehend any ui ‘itaee fo [,eaee in 
the province itself. The Yicoroy’s act of mtci*feumc»» under Seetion I2t) (5) inste;ul of 
promoting: peace and tranquillity- is likely to impeiii it not only in U. l\ but also else- 
where in India. 

The Premier of Behar in a press statement said : “Rinoo my assumption of ofTice 
the question of release of political prisoners has been enganln/? ray eaniest and constant 
attention. T discussed this matter several times with the Governor hut finding Hiat 
intei min able discussions were leading nowhere, I at last decided to order thoir iclease 
and passed orders accordingly. 

“The Governor under instructions of the Governor Genoral under Section 120^5) of 
the Government of India Act expressed his hiahility to agree to the issue of the ordor.s 
passed by me directing the release of political prisoners. In tho circurastanccs, T 
have no choice but to resign. My colleagues and 1 are accordingly sending in our 
resignation.” 

At Haripura a comprehensive resolution was passed on tho Ministerial rosigimtion 
in U. P. and Behar. (for resolution see tiages 300). 

On February 22, His Excellency tho Viceroy issued the following statement on the 
situation created in U. P. and Behar. 

“The history of the difficulties which have arisen in the Hailed Provinces and 
Bihar in connection with the release of prisoners, di'scrihed as political prisoners, 
is well knowra. In both provinces discussions regarding tho roltnise of ]irisonors in 
this class have for some time past been proceeding luMween tho Ministers and the 
Governors ; and tho Governors have throughout made it cleiu- that they woro ready 
and willing to oxamino intlividual eases and would not stand in tlio wav of their 
release unless ciicuraRtanoos woro clearly such as to in\oIvc the res])onsibilitios hud 
upon them by the Act. 

“The principle of individual examination was widl oKtahlislnul over many months 
in the provintjes where the Gongrnss i.s in power. It was tujirdly estahlisiuHl in 
other provinces and Mr, Gandhi himself hail procoedod on this basis in liis rer.ont 
discussions with the Oovernraont of Bengal. It was tliu.s no new tiling. 

“Discussions regarding release after o.vnraination of indiviflual casos were still 
proceeding whim, on February 14, a demand was teiidfo-ed hy th(» Premiers of Bihar 
and the United Provinces for tho immediate gciif^ral n.deasc * of all prisoners chssiHl 
as political in these two provinco.s. 

“In the case of Bihar that <h‘rnand was received hv tho Governor at 1 p. m. and 
called for action by the Glnof Rccreinry hy 4 p. m. the sumn day, 

“In the case of the ITnited Provinces tin* time limp set for (‘.om{dianco was also 
brief to a di'groo. In the case of Bihar, the Premier nmd<* it clear that as a matter 
of prinidple ho could not agroo to individual examination. In the case of the United 
Provinces, after much discussion the Ministers made it clear iliut tho policy of 
gradual and individual release would not satisfy tliem. 

“The prisoners in question arc almost without cxcC|)tion pcr.sons eonvicted of vio- 
lence or of preparation for spociOo acts of viohmci'S hy tho normal criminal courts. Tim 
nature of their offences has boon indii'.atod HufTioienily in statfune ds IssuimI hy itm 
Govpinors. Their record is such that, individual t'xamination was callt^d for, not merely 
for the reason I have given but in the interest of public safety and that the 
examination "was HCjually ossential in the interests of tho maintenance of tho 
sanctioiis of the law and of tlio authority and position of the courts. 

“In those oii cum stances, having regard to thn responsihilifioH wddeb, uinh^r 
the constitution, are pinoud upon tho Goviu-nor-Oonioral, the Governors of the 
provinces, after consultation with their Ministers, referred for my instructions 
the advice which their Ministers had touderod. 

“Having regard^ to tho circumstances degcribed above, to the cssontinl 
necrsRiiy of considering tho reaction oa the adjoining provinces of the roleaso 
of these prisoners, and to tho fact that acceptance of the j)rincipie that terrorist 
conmU should ho iadisoHminatoly released, witlrout regard to iridividtml 
oonsiderations, would be highly dangerous and, in view of tho history of terrorism 
in the past, could not fail to givo an impetus to fresh terrorist organisation in 
Bengal, careful consideration left me no choico hut to conclmle that tho issues 
involved were such that it was inourabent on me to issue instructions to those 
Governors under the provisions of Section 126 of tho Act* 
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““That section empowers the Governor-General to issue orders^ to Governors 
of provinces as to the manner in which their executive authority is to be 
oxerciHoil for the purpose of prevenun^? any grave menace to the peaco and 
tranquillity of India or of any part thoreof. To acquiesce in the immediate 
iudiBcnraiuate release of prisoners with records of violent crime would have 
been to strike a blow at tlio root of law and order in India ; dangerously 
thrf‘aten peace and good government ; and run a grave risk to peace and 
tranquillitv ; all the more so since this categorical demand took no account of 
the possible reaoiion.s of certain releases on the position elsewhere or of tlio 
reiterated readiness of the Governors to examine individual oases. 

“The Governors, on receipt of my instructions, informed their Ministers that 
ilioy could not accept their advice on this matter. The Ministers thoroupoa 
tondoied their resignation.’’ 

“The CJovernors concerned and I, so far as I am concerned, have done our utmost 
ovpr the bust Roven months to work in harmonious co-operation with the Congress 
Ministrio'i in both these provinces and all possible help has been lent to them. There 
had been no foundation over that poiiod for any suggHstion that it is the policy or 
dosiro of tho Governor-GonerHl or the Governors to impede or intorfero with the logiti- 
mafe activities of those Ministries or to take any step the necessity for which was 
not imposed upon them by tho terms of the Act. That ivS equally true to-day. 

“I have made it clear that, in issuing the instructions I did, I had no hesitation 
in feeling that a grave menace to tho basis of law and order and so to the peace and 
tranquillity of India would have been involved in the aocoptanoe by Governors of 
diunands of such an order presented to them in such a man nor. 

“As legards tho particular issue of tho release of prisoners, so far as the Gover- 
nors are concerned, there is no going back on the ])oUcy of a readiness to examine 
individual cases. Tina Governors remain ready to agree to release after oxarainaticn 
x\h(U'o no undue risk in their own province or in any other province is involved. 
Tlioio is no impropriety, whatever may be suggested to the contrary, in their requir- 
ing such individual examination or in their declining without it, to accept the advice 
of their Ministers. The Ministers are ropponsible for law and order. But they are 
so responsible under the Act, subject to tho responsibility of Governors to ensure tlio 
peace and tranquillity of thoir own provinces and the Oovornors are bound to have 
in mind the corresponding rosi>onsibihty that falls on tho Governor- Gen oral for the 
peace jind frimquilhty of India or any part thoroof. Neither tho Governor nor the 
Oovernoi -General will %viRh to soo his responsibility attacked but, as I made clear in 
my nKssnge of last June, where that responsibility is in fact attacked neither the 
(h'lvornor iior tho Oovernor-General can shrink from discharging it. 

“Finally, and this I wish particularly to emphnsiso, there is no foundation for the 
suggestion that tlio mdion which I have taken is dictated by a desire to undermine 
the position of the Congress Ministries. Tho record of the last seven months should 
have made it abumlantly clear that the GovernorB and T mysolC are only too anxious 
to lend all the assistance that wo properly can within the frame work of the Act to 
any Ministry in power in a province. Neither the Governor nor tho Governor-General 
has anv di^sire to interfere, or any intention of interfering, with the legitimato 
P'Olicy of GongresB or any other Government. Tho action tukou in tho present case has 
been' designed to Srafeguard the peace and tranquillity of India and incidontally to up- 
hold tiie sanction of the law and tho orderly functioning of the constitutional machine. 

^Thai action loaves it open to tho Ministors, in consultation with the Governors, 
to pursue a policy of tlio release of prisoners and they need anticipate no diiHcnlty 
now, any nrnre than in the past, in socuring the friendly and ready co-operation of 
the goviu'uors in individual examination. 

am glad io think that in no quarter is thoro manifest any disposition to oxfoad 
the area of diilbutlty bi^yond the limits of the position which 1 have described and 
H is my sincero and earnest hope that it may shortly bo possible to return to nor- 
mality and that, in the two provinoGS most concerned, the Ministers, in discussion 
with the Oovornors may find themselves ablo te rosnmo thoir interrupted labours,” 

Gandbiji’s Eeply 

In reply to tho Viceroy’s statement Gandhiji issued the following communication 
to tho press from Wardha 

H have road tho Governor-Geaerars statomout with tlm rospeot and attoatiou it 
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deserves. 1 had hoped that it would givo some v«atlsfa({iion as was given, at l^^ast 
to me and, if I may say ho, to a largo number oi Congrossmon, when he made a 
])rononnoera6nt upon ih'o Congross demand for oortaia asniirauoos as a condition pre- 
cedent to acceptance of ministerial responsibility by the CtiiigreSvS niemhers of the 
provincial legislatures. It reads lilco a special pleading unworthy of a personage 
possessing unheard of powers. 

“No ono has questioned the propriety of examining the oases of prisoners to he 
discharged but what I have qiievStioned and the Congress most emphatically questions 
is the piopriety of such oxamination by the provincial Governors in provirices sai-1 to 
he enjoying complete provincial autonomy. The duty and right of examination belong 
solely to the responsildo Minisbu’s as I understand the Govornmont of India Act and 
the convention in the responsiblv governed Colonics. 

“The Governors’ duty and right are to advise their Ministers on questions of broad 
policy and warn thorn of the danger in their exercise of certain powers but, having 
•done so, to leave their Ministers fice to exercise their nufettered judgment. If sucli 
were not the case rcsponsibilily would become a perfectly meaningless term and the 
Ministers responsible to iluur (doctors would have as their share nothing but odium 
and disgrace if their responsibility had to bo shared with the Governors ia the daily 
administration of affairs bv law entrusted to them. 

“It is hardly graceful for IIis Excellency to quote against the poor Mmisters their 
non-exerciso of their undoubted ]}owers to prevent tlio Governors from examining 
individual cases. Thf^ Congress resolution dcsorihos thedr forbearance as exem}dary 
paHcnoo. I would venture to add that probably it was also the inexperience of the 
Ministers who were totally new to their task. 

“f am afraid, thorcfori^ that niilcHS this crucial question is decided in favour of 
the ministers it will bo difficult for thi^m to shoulder the grave responsibility tint the 
•Congress has pormi tbul them to taki^ over. 

“I am glad His Excollonoy has drawn public attention to the midliod f adopted in 
nengnl. Tbi might have noted also the diffio'enco botwfuin Bengal on the om* hand 
and tho U. P, and Bihar on the other. In Bengal I was dealing with a GoveM’ummit 
which was not bound by tho Congress manifesto ia any shape or form. The Ministers 
therf^, rightly or wrongly, would not liston to wholesale di'='ohargo of (5onvioto(i pri- 
soners. T was treading upon very dnlicato ground in pursuaiuso of my promise to the 
prisoners. My motive was purely huraanitarian and the only weapon that f had at 
my disposal was an appeal to tho humanity of the Bengal Ministers and 1 am glad 
to b(^ able to testify that 1 was not speaking to hnarfs of stone. 

“Tim situation in (ho If. P. and Bihar is lutully difftsront. Tim Ministers lln’ro arc 
bound by the muuifusto which gave them viotory at, the pull.s. Tln^y had not <mly 
examined tho oases of ail [irisoners whose rohiaso they were socking Imt, being fully 
• awaio of their rospoiiHibility for the duo proservation of poaon in iheir fjroviimos, 
they had personally secured assurances from the prisoners in question that the lalfor 
no iong(»r ludieved in the cult of violimco. 

One tiling in His Exeollenisy’s statement gives mo the hope that the iinpoudiug 
crisis might be prevent t‘d. He has still left the door epeii for nogiitiaiiou}; hidwo^ui 
tho Oovernois and the Ministers. 

“T re(*ognisc that tho nrjtices were su'Men imeauso in the nature of things tln‘y 
had to Imj h). All parties have now had ample timij for oonKidtedng the siTuation. In 
my opinion, the crisis can ho avoided if the (Jovorners are left fieo to givo an 
assuraneo that their examination of the casus was not intended io he a usurpation of 
the power of the Ministers and that siuco the latter had armed thorn, selves with assu- 
ranees from the jedsoners they were free to releano them on their own rosponsihility 
and f hnp<i that the Working Committee will leave tho Ministers free, if they are 
summoned by the Gnvernors, to judge for tlM^mHclves wh«dher they are satistied by 
the nssuran(‘(‘H they may receivo. 

‘*Ono thing I must say in connection with the oxerciso by His Excelbmcy of 
hiK pow(U'S under Boetion 12S (5) in the light of his argument justifying the uho 
of Hub-soction 5 of Heotlon 126. I have read the whole of it. It is entitled 

“Control of Fodaratiou over the Provinces in certain eases.” Unless tho Bub- 
spctioim have no connection with ono another and arn to be read indepcndontly 

of one another my reading is that in tho prosent case tho exercise of powers 
under Bub-Beefcion 5 of Section 126 is a manifest misapplioation. But hero I am 
treading on dangerous groxmd* Lot lawyers dooido the point. My purpose in making 

tins long statement is to assist la tho peaceful solution of tho crisis tliat km suddenly 

appeared,*' 
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U. P. Premier’s Statejeent 

As soon as the Premier of U. P. reached Lncknow he was called by the Governor. 
After two interviews on 23 and 24 Feb., 1938 the following joint siatemont was 
issued by the Governor and Shri Govind Ballabh Pant : — 

‘‘We have had a full discussion between ourselves about the presnit situalioa and 
recent developments. We have airiveU at agreed conclusions, ami tlie Ilon’ble Minis- 
ters are accordingly resuming their duties. 

^ “The cases of certain prisoners classified as political have been individually i xa- 
mined, and tho Governor will be soon issuing orders, on the advice b-ndcrod to him 
by his Ministers, to remit, under Section 401 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, the 
unexpired portion of the sentence in each ease and to order their release. The cases 
of the remaining prisoners are being individually examined by the Minister ooncerne«l 
and appropriate orders will be similarly passed thereon witliin a short time. 

‘‘We have had also a long discussion on tho mutual relations between tho 
Governor and the Ministers. We discussed the recent statement of H. E. the 
roy along with the views of Mahatma Gandhi on it and also the resolution pasKod at 
ilaripnra about the resign.ations of Ministers and the previfuis statement made by 
IJ. E. tho Viceroy last summer. There is no reason to fear any usurpation r>f or 
interf(‘ronce with the legitimate functions of the rer.fiousihle Minhsteis. \Ve uro 
both desirous of maintaining healthy conventions and with goodwill on loth sides wo 
hope that wo will suocood.” 


Bihar Premier’s Stvtemrvt 

Babu Sri Krishna Sinha reached Patna on the 2(i!h. Immediately lie laid an 
interview with tho Governor of Behar and the following joint siat-'inont was issued 

“Wo have discussed at the earliest possible oppuitunity the situation misiug 
out of the question of the release of those prlsoiuTs, who had b» on clussiliud an 
“Political”. We have arrived at an agreeniciit in the rnal ter ami tluis the 
Hon’ble the Piimo Minister and his oolleagiu-s have lesnmt'd their duties. 

“Tho Hoii’bje Prime Minister has considered individually the eases of coriaiii 
prisoners classiliod as “Pelil.icar’. And in aeisordanen with the advice teiid(*rc<l 
by him as a result ot this oxaminalioii il. K. tho Governor is issniing orders 
dirooling tho release of those prisoners and cancellation of the unexpired portion of 
their sentences. The cases of tho remaining political priseneis are also being 
examined by tho Prime Miiiisior and orders in rtgard them will be Issued in a shoit 

“We have also discussed the imilual relation of the tiuveanor and the, Ministers, 
in particular, in the liglit of the. Btalemeuts made by Ills K.veeih afy tiju Governor- 
General and Mahatma Gandhi on the !jr<‘seni situation and tho i‘('eent development us 
well as tho resolution of tho Indian National Congress, held at Uaripura, We recog*. 
Rise tho dosirahility of establishing a lioalthy oouvmition ami uvmhing fiir the proimi- 
tiou (>£ tho good of tho provimuj ; there is no leasmi that in this j[»roviiu*e there will 
bo any usurpation of or interference with the respect ivij fuuetjous of the responsible 
ministers.” 

Thus ended the Ministerial crisis in XJ. P. and Behar. 


CIRCULAR TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEES 

The following circular to tho Proviiedal Congress Committees wan issued by Bj. 
J. B. Kripalmi on tho 5th March 1938 

Now that tho Congress is over it will not he out of plane for me to draw vf»nr 
attention to the significance of tfio Bessiun and Rome of its important roHoluiions In 
the light of tho rosolutioiis passed, wo have to regulate our activities thromGiout 
tho year. Of course tho work that has boon going mi must bo kepi up and intonsified. 

Last year wo ineroasod oup membership five-fold. Wo alHf> extensively 
Tiliago, ward and other primary committoes. Progress made in thin <lireetion must 
be kept up and exfonded. Usually tho work of (mrelling membors is rele»nib‘d tu 
the last few monthB, If onr eltort is extended evenly tliroughout t,he year ‘we wid 
achieve better results. May I ilmdove suggest tlmt the worii of miralliu/** Omnnk 
members and organising local OommittooH hw taken up immefliaidy v ’ ’ 

The Haripura Session has shown us that the orgauiHing capacity of the country 
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IB not negligible. In tlireo mouiln’ iimo on a barroa npot s}n‘aTi«; np a cKy covoripg 
an area of throe miloB with rr^li'inii;, w.itor, siuiirary aud othbr mofiorn 

arrangeraents. This hugo orga’>i.silH>!i was pwsiblo h o.rausu of iho united eiTort of 
Gtijrat. If a comparatively small province (toald acliiovo so mnoh in mvh a short 
time the possibilities for ViggtT provinces are greater, Ihit organisation is possiblo 
only with unity, discipline ami curbing of inordinate ia-liviilual ambition. Tlierfdoro 
whlitevor our differences wo must dose up our ranks and co-onlinato our dforts. 
Wo must forget the littlo tilings about whtcli we ddfer and cuiiceutrate upon the 
main problem of foreign rule with its conscij lont uuemplojmont and poveity, about 
which we are all agreed. 

The most important resolution of the {Session was on Fcderutimi. TTjti Congress 
while not oppessed to the idea is opuossed to the Sfdiomo sought to be irnpostsl by 
an alien authority. Apart from this thf*ro is a twofold objf^ction to the Bchcme, (i) 
It exclude from the sphere of responsibility vital functions of governineat such as de- 
fence, foreign relations and the major portion of tiifi finances, (2) The proposed 
scheme seeks to unite in unholy weilook nominees of the autocratic lulor of Indmn 
States and the democratically doetod reprosontativos of the pooph* in British India. 
The Congress therefore while rciturating its condomnaliou and lojoctimi of the Feder- 
al scheme, ‘’•calls upon the provincial and local committees and the people generally 
as well as the provincial govm'nmonts and raimstnes to prevent its inauguration. 
In the event of aii attempt being made to impose it despite the dnclared will of tbo 
people, such an attempt must ho combated in every way, and the provincial govern- 
ments and ministiios must refustj to co-operato with it/' If we are to give effect 
to this resolution wo must educate the public and hoardcast the dangers of the pro- 
posed Fodoralion and prepare (ho countiy for any emorgtmcy that may an'so. 

Though tho Ministerial crisis in IJ. P, and Bihar has '^nded in the vindication of 
the Cougross viewpoint, it has slicwii us that that wo may not icst kcciuc and must 
ever keop ready and vigilant. In tlio words of the lOKoiutfon ‘hhc people (>f India 
should be alive that there can bo uo^ true freedom for tlio fioimtry h>ng as tins 
Act is not ended and a now Constitution framed by a (’oiiHtstneni Assembly eli'cted 
on tho basis of adult franchise takf‘S its place. Tho aim of all Congre,si*im*n* whether 
in ofEco or out of ofiico, in logislaturts or out of legislatures, oaa only be to reach 
that goal Gxum though it may mean, as it often mn.st moan, anorilioo or many a present 
advantage, however bcuofloiai and woithy it may ho for the time being.’' 

Tho Hnripura Cougross also clearly formulated onr foreij'u policy and our attitude 
to imperialist war and war m general. The resolutiou : “The puoplu of India 
desiro to Hvo in peace and frieiidnhip with tludr noiyhhmuK and with u!i other 
countries and for this purpose wish to removo all canBt‘.s of connioi lotwven thorn. 
Striving for their own freedom mid indopendouco as a nation tlioy desire te 

resTioct the freedom of oth(‘rs, and to build up their strength on tiin basis 

of intornationul co-operution and gooihvili. Such co-operation must be found in a 
world order and a free India will gladly nssociuto itself with such an order and 

stand for disarmamerit and colhictivo security. But world co-operation is ins possible 
of aclnovoment so long as the roots of mtornatiouul oentlict remain and one nation 
dominates over another and impcriuli.sm iiolds sway. In order tlioreforc to establish 
woiid peace on an enduiiug basis imperialism and exploitation of ono people by 

another must end/’ 

Tho resolution also cond<‘mris tho recent Britbsh policy winch “liai; consistently 
supportiid the Fascist powers in Germany, Bpaiu and tbo Far East, and must thori'- 
fore largely shonldor tho TospoiTHihihry for tho progru'.JHivo deterioration of tlui world 
situation’'. The resolution emplialically kys down that “India can bo no parly to an 
imperialist war and will not permit bur man power and rosoaices to be exploited in 
the interests of BriHsJi Imperialism. Nor cun India join any war without iho exprcHS 
consont of her pooplo. Tho Congress tliareforo ontiredy disapproves of war i.trepara- 
tions being made in India and large simlo manoeuvres and air raid precautimm by 
wbicb it lias been sought to spread an atmosphero of approaching war in India”. 

U is necessary that this clear oxposliion of mir policy towards <itiH'r nations, towards 
the struggling forces working for inlornutional oo-operation, goodwill, and colloctivo 
security and disurmanumt, towardH imperialist wars and towards war manotuvers and 
air raid precautions, be widely made known to our people and tho country bo pre- 
pared to roHisfc any effort to involve it in a war designed to safegurd or advance 
British imperialist interests. 

][!be Oongress haa again roitorated its oondemnation of Japanese aggxoBsion and its 
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Byrnpailiy of China in Lor hour of tiial ami oalloJ for a voluntary hoyeoit of Japanese 
Rootis. Th(3 last will need personal oxaraplo and quiet propagaiifla. The maton'al 
suor.oss of our offorts may ho small hut its moral offoors will ho and far-r(‘aodiin^t. 

Our ofTorls on behalf of our counlrymoa in Zanzibar arc having some orfi*(*,t. But 
t]i(\y must contiuuo. The ('loiigross theroforo lias advisud. that the boycott of Zanzibar 
cloves inuKt ho kept up and intonsiliod. 

I would also di aw your attention to rosolution on National Ednealion. Tillage 
workois and organisors should f’ivo thought to iho Wardlia Hclierao. Given necessary 
zeal and organising capacity the sohomo can bo successfully worked. It will solve 
the question of our almost universal illiteracy. Dr. Zakir Husain and 8hri Arya* 
nnijakam will always ho leady to advioo, guide and help. 

The first mooting of the now Working Committee passed an important jesointion 
about the encouragomont of khadi oertifiod by tho fipinnois’ Association. No khadi 
is cnrtified by tiio Association uuloss in its manufacture a fixed minimum wage has 
been paid to tho spinner. This is a revolutionary stop taken in the only iudnstry 
which the nation cornplotidy controls. Congressmen and Congress organisations 
should realise tho rosponsibilit^r cast on Ihom to make ilio priiiclplo of minimum 
\v:i,go a success. To paironiso indiscriminately all khadi would out at the root of the 
iuiuciplo which wo wish to impose on ail industries publicly or privately own(3<i. 


THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

Calcutta — April 1-0^ LlDS 

A mooting of the Working Committee was liold at Calcutta from April 1 to G, 1938. 
i^hri ttuMuiii' Chandra Ihso presided. 

The members present were : Maulann Ahul Kalam Ar.ad, ^liria Jawaharlal 
Nrliru^ Valhhhhhat Hajondra Prasad^ Jamnalal dairamdas Doulai- 

rani^ Hhiilahhai iJcsai^ Sarat Chandra Boso^ Hare Krishna Mehiah and J. B. 
Krtpala7iL 


1. Minutes 

Tim minutes of the last two mooUngs hold at IJaripnra duidng tho Congress te** 
rdon already circulated wore confirmed. 


2. Time-Table 

Tim Committoo approved of 11m following timo-tabio nxing tho final date for flm 
enrolment of primary members, and the dates for various eIe<dions in oonnoctlou with 
the next session of tho Congress : 

1. Congress to moot — fjust woclc of February lOdl), 

2. Announcemont of rn^sidcnl’s election— AVi. !0S9. 

3. Mooting of delegates to oloct tho President and members of tlio A. I. C. ■ 
January tiO^ WJO, 

4. Presidential nominations npto— Janwar?; !<?, i0fS9, 

r>, Elootion of dologates— January 8^ 10J0. 

G. Last date of onrolmont of primary membm— Oc^o&cr j?, 1938, 

3. Absence of Urdu Posters and Provision for Non-Vegelarian Diet at Haripura 

Maulana AUil Kalam Azad drew tho attention of the Committoo to tho complaints 
mailo in tho Urdu press about those matters. Bind Vallahhbhai Patel said that the 
complaints in the Urdu press were unjustified ami that tlmro wercj Urdu posters at 
all the principal places and that there woro hotels supplying non-vegetarian diet at 
naripura. 

4. Behari-Bengali Controversy 

The Committoo disenssod tho question In tho light of facts kopt beCoro thorn by 
Shrl Uajmdra Prasad and passed tho following resolution : 

^‘Considorod ropresontafion on hohcnlf of the domiciled Bengali community In Bebar 
and resolved tliat tho matter bo toferrod to Bhri I’tajundra Prasad atid he be reipiosi- 
ed to deal with it” 
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5. Dry Fruit Mercian t«* Representation 

The following resolution was ijassod : 

‘‘Considered the representation of Iho diy fruit raofohfints from the Noitli- 
\Ycst Frontier Provinco. Tho Committee approoiatn the diflirultios of th<' Fioufier 
merchants and havo full sympathy witli triom. Tlie Committoo are of ihtj opinion 
that the difficulty can best ho soivod by friendly n^gotiat’ons carried on with the 
Afghan Consul in India apd if noed bo with the anthonlios in Kabul The 
request Mauiana Abul Kalam Axad to interest himself in Hhis mathii* and carry on 
tho necessary^nogotiatlon,” 

6* Recently released Detenus and Political Prisoners in Bengal 

‘‘Resolved that tho recently released detenus and political prisonors in Bengal ho 
allowed whou onrollod as primary members to contest seats on Congress Committees 
and in by-eloctiona without being on tho membovship rolls for threo montlis as pro- 
vided for in the Constitution ” 


7. Congress Affairs in the Punjab 

“Resolved that as Maulana Abul Kalam, Azad is iinahlo to procond to tho 
Punjab in tho near future for reasons of health, Shri Jairamdas umdatram bo 
requested to go thoro in hfs placo and with tho powor tho committee had given to 
Moiilana gahob by its rosolution of Fol)ruary 22, 1938 passed at ilaripura. 

8. N. W* F. P. Oaganication 

Tho following resolution was passed : 

“In view of Mautann Ahikl Knlam Azad hoing nnahlo to-viclt N. W. P. Provlnco 
owing to ill-hoallh, tho Working Committuo rncpiost »Sliri Joinvmdao Ihulairnm to go 
to that province to confer with tho Congress workers tluu’o arnl to ud vino tht*ni afM)ut 
their future work and organisational activities* Hhrl Jairamdas will havo audiority 
to make such changes in tho present organisation as ho may consider necessary anti 
desirable so to mate tho orgauisaiioii more officlont 

9. Apportionment of Exiponditurc bclwcon C* P. and Behnr 

A sub-committee consisting of Blirls Vallahhhhai Pafrl^ Jairamdas Paula (ram 
and Bhulahhai Ve$ai was appointed to go into the matter wdth Hhris ‘}ht K An(\r 
and Bam Em JDeshnmkh repmsimthig Di^rar and Hhris Bnvi Bharikar Hfmkln an<i 
Dwarka Prasad Misra represonting the (1. IK Tho iSuh Commlttoo (►onfornid with 
them* Jt was docidod that a member of tho Working Committuo shouid be dfqmbMl 
to go to 0. P. and look into tlio matter of aiiotm«*ut of rovinmos as ludAvtjon 0* i*. 
and Borar. Shri Vallahhhhai was reqimsted by the Woiking Committee to go to 
C» P. and bring about tho no<3ossary adjustmtmt. 

10 Foreign Affnlr* Sub-Committee 

Tho following rosolution was passed i— 

“Ttt view of tho critical Infornatfonal situation and fho rmnslhilitfcs of crises 
which must involve Indians intorosts, For(!igu AiTairs Committee oonsistlng of the 
President, tho Oonral Bcorotary and Jawakarlal Nahru he appoiniod. Tids Coinmitteo 
will keop in touch with tho intornational situation and advice ifm Workin/^ Commiltoe 
theroott and will tako such stops as It may doom noe{»ssnry to make clear to tlm 
people of foreign countries the Congress view point and policy In regard fo Intorna- 
tiona! affairs, as oontalnod fa tho Harlpum Uongross resolution on foreign policy ami 
other resolutions^^ 


II, Foreign Companies in India 
Tho following resolution was passed ; 

“Tho Working Committoo view with grave conoora tho rapid fnoroaso fn tho 
mtrnbor of companios owned and managed by foreign nationals and describing them- 
selves with dosigaatlons such »s “India Ltdr or similar words in the hope or with 
the object of bemg regarded as gonuino Indian comjorns, Ttio establishment of thwe 
companies has tho effect of robbing India of such advantage or honest as Is expected 
from tho policy of disorimlnatlng protection which \m been pursued by tho Oovoru** 
moat of India for tho dovelopmoat and growth of ladlaa Industries* 
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The Congress has always opposed the new Constitulipn not only because it is a 
negation of political freedom but also because of tlie inolusion in the Constitution Act 
of provisions described as safeguards against discrimination. The Working ConimiUee 
are of opinion that those provisions are not In the Interests of India but are intenaea 
and calculated to preserve to foreign nationals and particularly British oapUalists me 
exploitation of the natural wealth and resources of this country. The Working 
Oommitloe maintam that India has tho right to discriminate, if that word must be 
used, against non-national interests, whenever and wherever the interests of India 
demand or require it. 

The Working Committee have no objection to the use of foreign capital or to the 
employment of foreign talent when suon are not available in India or when India 
needs'^ them but on condition that such ©apital and such talent are under the control, 
direction and management of Indians and are used in the interests of India. 

The Working Committee are further of opinion and declare that no concern can or 
shall be regarded as Swadeshi unless its control, direction and management are in 
Indian hands, Tho Working Committee would prefer, to delay the further develop- 
ment of Indian industries if it can only result in the dumping of foreign industrial 
concerns who would exploit the natural resources of India. The Working Committea 
thoreforo hold that the development of India’s resources should be achieved by build- 
ing up industries under the control, direction and management of Indians which is 
essential for India’s economic independence.** 

12. Disqualification of the SubjeeU of Indian States 

The following resolution was passed : 

“Considered the representation of tho All India Marwarl Federation. In the opinion 
of tho Working Oommltteo all the disqualifications in the way of Government service 
and franchise affecting State subjects* in the provinces should be removed. The Con- 
gross Oovornraonts be requested to take such steps as may bo necessary to have this 
clone under Section 262 of tho Government of India Act.’* 

13. Release of two Non-Provincial Prisoners in the C. P. 

In this counootion the commltioe conferred with tho Premier Dr, Khare and Mr, 
Yumf Shareef and three other Ministers of C. P. who happened to bo at Calcutta 
at the time and passed tho following resolution : 

“The Working Committee have taken note of the crisis that has arisen la 0. P. 
in connection with the exorcise of clemeny by tho Minister of justice in respect of 
a prisoner who was oonvincod for the ofience of committing rape. Tho Working 
Committee have seen some of the 0. P. Ministers in the matter. In tho course of 
tho proceedings of the mooting of the 0. P, Congress Parliamentary Party, the 
Minister concerned oxprossed his rogrot and offered his resignation. Tho Working 
Committoo take. note of the faot that tho Ministers and the^C. F. Congress Parliamentary 
Party aro satisfiod with the apology the Minister* has tendered in that, not realising 
tho gravity of tho case he was dealing with, he did not share with his colleagues the 
respousibifity of his action. In the opinion of the 'Working Committee, in order to 
arrive tdA a just decision, the real question to be considered lis whether the 
Minister committed a grave error of jutfgment amounting to a miscarriage of justice, 
if ho did, then tho resignation was the only proper course in the interest of justice, 
purity of adminisbation and honour of womanhood. If, on tho other hand, there is 
no miscarriage of justice, there is no need for resignation nor possibly for apology. 
The Working Committoo have not sufficient material before them for coming to a 
decision on merits, and they aro reluctant to pass judgment straightway on a matter 
requiring special and close iuvostlgation. 

In tho course of the proceedings of tho Working Committee another case of 
clemency in respect of a prisoner who had boon guilty of insurance fraud was also 
brought to light. Before coming to a decision the Working Committee have thought 
it nooossary to invito a reputed lawyer to examine both tho cases, and advice the 
Working committee as to whether, there has boon a grave error of judgment amoun- 
ting to a miscarriage of justice. 

The Working Committee appeal to the public to await their final decision in the 
confidence that it will bo ^veu without foar or favour. Tho Working Committee 
appeal to the jiublio and tho press not to give the case communal character and 
assure women who aro rightly agitated over the case that the Committee hold the 
honom: of womanhood no less dear than they/* 
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14. Acting Govcruorship lu Ons&i 

Tho following ro.soliition was |>as:;o«I : 

The Working OommltJoO liav<> hfurni: with KurjU’is** an ofli 'l'il of Hin Jhisi.i 
service siilM»nlinaie to tho MiniKi<n's has boon nfipointol to a<it^ as <t(»voni(*r io the 
absonr.o on leave of (he itroKoni ineumhoni. Nue.li a*; apjMinirn-ojt in highly umi.-var tMc 
anf] is in contruveutinn of the iisiuil couvenliou |>r<‘vaiHng in otioo’ o.ount t it'.s. ^ !t i;: 
diflhsuli for Aliiiisters to act as nnnisteni to thor.e who have^ hi‘oii tluor jiuhordiiiafe.; 
and who might have fallen into cliiifuveur wnth lluMn. Tho Working Coniioitft’o no'ho’- 
staml that tlio Orissa Ministers have hulge»l their protest against the apponpm^it 
and exprossiicl their strong disagreumont with it. The Ooininjttee invite lln* tiovenior 
(hmeral or the Hncreiary of Hi ate as the case may he, to revise tin? appointment. Tim 
Working (tommittoo suggest the ndttntion of tlin recognised oouvontiun of api>ohjUug, 
Chief Sastlces as Acting Governors* 

CLOVE BOYCOTT DAY 

The following Circular was issued to all Congress Coimnitteos by Sj. J. R 
Kripalani on the iSth. April 1938 : — 

Shri Vollahhhhai PateX^ the Chairman of the Clove I'oyeott ('tnmiaitfne, lias isnuod 
an ap|)(‘al to strengthen tho hovcolt of clove from Zioxihar. The boycott was decided 
upon by the Congress when all ofTorts to get jnsti(u^ fof our count ryrnoa long settled 
in Zan;iibar and carrying on tho clove trade, failed. We have no National (»oVf‘rn- 
mont to enforce tho exulnslon of (doves i»y h'gishition. We have to roly eoiindy upon 
file self-sacrifice of our pt^oplo and their willin.g and vuhmtaiy cbisiieiifjo rendoiud 
to th(^ dir(‘otions of flic national oiganisatiou, 

AViiat bus been done so far is sphoidM. Ihit it is not enou;',h. The hoveofi h-r: 
been (shiefly (ioulined to "merchants. 1‘he haiiths of the inorchanis need (o sIkoi'.'Hi « 
oiied by the general oonsniner. If the pul»lie refiain for a while from pmehn/uMp, 
cloves, tho merchants will lack the liiducemoni to break the boycott. Aftiu’ a'l cloves 
are not. u necessity (»f life. They are a »lispcnsabhj hixury. If l*o protee.t, our couuliy* 
men aboard from Injury and as.ccrt our imtional iwif -lefpo.d, wo refrain fmm the 
purcase of cloves for wnnotimo it will be tm .“:n*a( .la'trifie.o, 

All Coiigro.sH and other national oi^'aninatious must tJnir.’ fore le.cpond to the ap|e*aj 
of tho Ohulriaau of the Clove lioycolfc C/ominittee. 'They must erganiui^ pmce'.'.ion*} 
and meetings throughout the countrv ati HunXiHf dwnVg/, and «,‘dim4te puhlic opinbm 
about the objects of the bi)y(jott. KlToriH sheuld ho mndii to gtn the e’dining fdoe.ki; 
with the mondiants sealed up. To day, it is not Kie inteisud of the Indian ?tno*chanfs 
in Zanzibar nloni^ that is at slake. It Is our tumour and tin* word of the t'ongresu. 
We must make It plain to all that in spite of For(d;‘’u tb^vernmeiif-, inditferent 
to Indian iniereids Inside jmd outside the ctuiatry, the will of tho nation r;an foigo 
peaceful and nou-violont yot effective sauotiona to safeguard our jutd uiid legiti- 
mate rights. 

I have no doubt that you will mako tho P»oycoii Day a great success. 

NOTES 

1. The Congreftft Party in Iho Central LcgUlatuire at Work 

Tho Budget Hessiort of tho Ontral Legmlaiure npemnl with an adjotirumenl lUfiifen 
from tho Congress Party to wnsure the oftieial policy of m‘v*ljaniHatimi of the Ihitirdi 
section of tlio Indian Army. Five British regimenln would lu^ meidianisetl at the 
total cost of Us. JJLbfXhOOO of wlihdt Biitish Ooveriiment would nay no more than 
Hs. 8,0(X),(X)D and the rosr, namely, l»s* L%W,(Xt() w<iuld bo paid by India. Tho peltry 
m grossly unfair in that, the flritisb units of the Indian army are to be meehanisell 
with Indian mmioy and Indian regiments oxcludufl from it. 

Hhri Sripmkupa mevi,4 a inwlutiou urging the tJovurument to lakct elTociivo steim 
to impose on all iudUHtrieH which are or which raay be in receipt of aid or subsidy 
from tho (lentml Govorntnent such conditions as m.ay tmeure (1) the employment of 
not less ilmu a specified proportion of Indians in both higher and other grades and 
( 2 ) adequate wages and fair treatmont of Indians omployod by them* The Kosolution 
was adopted, Tho Insuranco bill of the Law Member was passed by the Uouso 
with jsisc oonoeatrated ameiadmeuts moved by the Congress party and other 
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oppO'iiiifm groups. Mr. •Ga-lgirs resolution urging association of elected meinbers 
ol tlie Oenfral legislature with tho fudUn army’ was passed with the adailKm 
of the following proviso moved i)y Sliri Asaf Alt, “Provided the fiiiioiioiis of tho 
said Committee shall iiieludo loiidoViag advice to ; the Goveriior-Cmieral^ in Council 
00 such matters as ho mav refer to tho Committee fiom lime to time with particular 
itdenMice to (1) sending Indian Troops outside India C3) new proposals involving 
additional oxpeudltuies and (15) Indlanisation of the army. 

On February Isfc, Finance Member, vSir J<uncs QrUjff prosoutod the Central Bud- 
get. This was to bo followed by a geuoral discussion, when tlie distdosiiro i of a sinister 
m)V 0 on the part of Uio /Administration proved a signal for dramatic scones both m the 
Central Assembly and the Council of State. Wht3a tho Legislative Assembly met to i alee 
up tho general debate on the budget, Shri Bhulahhai Dosai, Leader of tho Opposition, 
made a statement in the course of which he made it clear that tlio Congress party, 
Independents, Congress Nationalists and Bomoorats had agreed to take no pait in the 
general discussion of ilio budget and as and when demands for grants wore moved they 
proposed without speech to defeat them. This decision, ho said, was taken iii order to 
firotost against the Goverumonl\s action in breaking a salutary convention which had 
hoon followed over since the year 1924 of allowing the house to express Itself by a 
din^ci votn on tho policy of the Govornment under two Iiea<ls'“ Defence” and “External 
A hairs.” The Finance member in his reply said that under the New Act it was 
mandatory to exclude “Defonco” and “External Affairs” from the vote of tlie Assem- 
bly. Wlieii Hir James moved the first demand uiidor tho head Customs, the Opposi- 
tion mombers without moving any cut motion cliallengod a div ision. The demand was 
(Icfoatod by Gl votes to 40. A similar fate was shared by otli er demands moved by 
tho Finance Member, Over 70 items that usually occupy a whole fortnight were 
tlirown out within a day and a half. Tho rejected demands wove however rostorod 
by the Goveriior-Genoral. Tho Assembly an.sworod by throwing out the fmanco bill. 
liio house rejected by G8 votes to 48 tho recommended financo bill also. The Oounoil 
of State staged a more dramatic protest against this arbitrary cuftailmeut of a chori- 
Hhed right, when all menibors of the progressive and Oongross groups walked out of 
llie (ihambor as Sir A. P. Patra got up to initiate a geuoral discussion on tho Budget. 

The Govcriior-Goueral disallowed Mr. Ahdul QaiymrCs rosolution urging tho Go- 
vornmoiit of India to stop bombing of tho tribal areas in the N. W. F. Province. 
The GoviU'iior-Gouoral also disallowed PanJit 2C K.* Malaviya's adjounimuut 
motion regarding allogod assault by British sohiiers on a 'taxi driver in Dchradun. 
Tlio Motor Vehicles bill (offiolal) was stronuously opposed on tho ground that it 
sought to injure the motor industry in order to benefit the Railways. The 
iippoinimout of tho Income-tax adviser was* oriiicisod in the course of the debate 
on a cut moved by Hhii A, Chettmr. Tho out was jiassod by 48 votes to 45. 
'riie supplementary grant for corouatioii celobrations lu India w^as opposed by 
Ih'of. Uanf/a and Mdul Qaiyum of tho^ Congress party who characterised it as 
criminal waste. Op position to the oontinuanco of Andaman Island as a penal 
S(U.tlement was voiced in the coiirsid of tho debate ou Supplementary grants. 
Tlio practice of retired Oovornment servants taking up mppointmonts wdth 
(inns with which they had dealings while in Govornmeat service was the 
subject of a cut raotiou, Bhri P. Desai argued that tho pensions of such Govorn- 
ment Hervaats shouM bo forfeited. Bhri B, Das moved tho bill to amond the 
HfU'da Act us reported by the Select Cornmittoo. The bill had tho solid support 
of the Oongn’css party, it was passed by 87 votes against 10. Mr. Abtinl 
QaiyuirCs rosolution on the establish meat of a University in tho Frontier 
pVovindo was passed without a division. Mr, SatyamiirWs rosolution that this 
Assembly reconunomb to the (iovenior-General iu Council tliat no stops should 
h) takeri to coiKdiido a frosh Indo-Bcitish Trade Agreement or any trade agrooment 
of a similar natiin} without first consulting the Assembly brought forth many 
spirihMl Hpoi5clii*H frum*Gengress*mombers and Mr. Jimiah, Tho rosolution was passed 
wit hout a division. 


2. Cabinet Cn$U in Sind 

A token cut, motion under general administration was moved by tlio Congress 
party iu tho Hind Assombly ou March. 18 and carried by 24 to 22 votes. 
After liio HdopUou of**tho cut motion tho outiro demand under General Adminis- 
tratbm minus Re i was put; to vote and also rejected. Tiiis was the finst 
defeat sustained by the Uovorament wh’mh involved the oousiitutioual couse- 
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queaoe of the Sit Hklayatullah Mifiistry having to resiga and their being replaced 
by an altematiye GovorDmoiit commanding tho conhdenco of the Prof, 

Qhamhyam^ Leader of tho Sind Astsumbly Oongrese Tarty was invited by the 
Oovernor to explain tho Congress attitude towards the ConsUiutional criRis. 
Prof. Ghanshyam Jaskod for time to consider the matter with Ins party and 
also the higher Congress authorities. Tho Legislative Assembly of Bind consists 
of 60 memberS) no party in whiidi commands *an absolute majority. Tho Congress 
itself is a small party of eight members scarcely in a position to form the 

ministry except in au extremely precarious and uneasy alliance ^ with other 

groups* Prof, Ghanshyam therefore after necessary consultations^ intimated to 
the Governor that while tho defeated ministry must resign, his party was 
prepared and willing to load support to the now coalition that was being 
formed to replace the Sir G. EidayatuUah'a ministry and watch Its work 

for a reasonable time, 

Khan Bahadur Allah Bux^ the leader of Hie new coalition, in a letter to 

the leader of the Congress party asked for a clarification of the Congress 

attitude in case ho was called upon to form a minivstry. He assured Prof. 
Qhanskyam that if he formed a ministry, Ms policy and programme 1 will 
be in general accord with that of the Congress, having duo regard to the 

circumstances of the Province* Prof. Ghanshyam replied that in view of the 
assurance held out by him {Khan Bahadur Allah Bux) the* Congress party, 
while retaining its full freedom to opposo any legislative or administrative 

action of the new ministry, will watch its work for a reasonable time and 

will not till then initiate or support a move which will defeat the ministry* 
Thereafter the Congross party will bo free to determine its final policy. 

3. National Week 

The National Week was celebrated all over India with onthnsiasm, IChadi 
was hawked all ihrongh the week by Congrossmon and Desh Bevikas. There 
were hoisting of National flags and public meetings on tho first and the last 
day. In the mootings tho significance of tho National Week was explained. 
Tho National Wook reminds the Indian people of tho tragedy of Jallianvvala. 
It renews the dotormination of tho Nation to end foreign subjection of which 
the Jallianwala tragedy was the humiliating symbol* 

Political Arrests aad Coanctioos etc* 

The following aro some of tho cases of arrosts, convictions, internmonfs, 
oxtornments, searches, gagging orders and tho like compiled from the daily prosB 
and tho bulletins of the Civil Llbortios ITnion* 

Punjab ; 

One Bhri Gurbukhah Bingh was arrostsd in Amritsar on February 5th mi a 
charge nndor Section 124-A I. P. C. on tho basis of warrant rcuclvod from 
Calcutta for a speech deliverud by him there* 

MufH Mohammad Nmif President, City Congross Committee, Ludhiana, was con- 
victed on February ?th under Soctiou 124-A I* P* 0. and sentenced to one yearns 
rigorous imprisonment 

Eleven prominent Congress workers of Ludhiana Including an All-India CongreSH 
Committee laombor, were arrested at tho Oujjarwal Foil I tea! Conference. 

‘Four soeialmts wore arrested in r 4 horo on January 24fch under Bootion 18 of the 
Press Kmergoncy Pawors Act for distributing pamphlots headed “Eeleaso or Death** 
containing tho text of the latter addtossad by the lumger-Btrikors to Mahatma Oandhijl 
- Pro/. Mangel M* h 4. was served with a uotloa prohibiting him from ontaring 
the Punjab lor a period of ooa year without the previous sanction of the Oovomment 
, Mam Bingh Sindhu' who has come back from 'the United Btatos has hmn interned 
by the Puniab Oovornmont In his village, in Amritsar Distrkt, lor a period of am 
yean 

; Orders have boon issued under Sootlon 144 Or. P, 0* prohibiting imlloensed 
, processions, mi meetings si Borampur for a period of three months. 

.Orders' under the same seellon have ham promulpted at Gurdsspur iu conueate 
" : , /With :’np-renl' osmpalp of - Foatsora. 

lave' prohibited also |te Mmim under the same Jeotlou. 
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Lahore 0. I. B. raided the house of Amrik Singh, a prominent socialist, on 
February 17. Nothing incriminating is reported to have been found, 

Amarjit Singh, a prominent socialist r^orkor was arrested on March 4 under 
Section 124-A 1. P. C. on the basis of a warrant from a Court at Giirdaspur. 

Giani Sher Singhj Secretary of the Shiroman Akali Dal and Chairmau of the 
Reception Committeo of the Bandorbust Conference is reported to havo been arrested 
on sedition charge while the Conference was in session. 

Notices have been issued under Section 107 Or. P. 0. on the President of 
Talaganga Congress Committee and 8 more persons to show cause why they should 
not be bound over to keep the peace. 

"Warrants under Section 108 Cr. P. 0. were issued from Ourdaspur for the arrest 
of Comrade Charan Singh, a socialist worker. 

Sardar Kartak Singh who recently returned from the United States of America 
was arrested by the Lahore Police under the Criminal Law Amend Act in the village 
of Banga in Lyallpur district whore ho had gone to attend the Kisan Conference. 

Srimati Satyavati, a Congress worker of Delhi was served with a notice by the 
Punjab Government at the Punjab Provincial Conference hold at Madina, ordering 
her to quit boundaries of tho Punjab within 24 hours and not to re-ontor without 
permission for a period of one year. She has since been arrested for disobeying the 
order. 

Artjoy Ghosh^ a socialist of Cawnporo, who went to Lahore on March 27 was 
served with a notice under tho Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act to leave tho 
province within 24 hours and not to re-ontor tho same before one year. 

Ram Singh, a prominent Socialist worker of Lahore, has been interned under 
tho Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act in Tiram Dattan in Gurdaspiu* District, 

Mr. Barkishan Singh, Secretary of tho District Kisan Sabha, Jullundur, was 
arrostod on March 23 under Sections 124-A and 153 1. P. C. 

IliG Punjab Government havo seized all the bundles of ‘‘Klrta Lehar”, a Socialist 
Weekly of Moorut on tho ground that it contains matter, tho publication of which 
is punishable under tho Indian Press Act. 

Bengal : 

Two boys wore flogged at tho instance of the District Magistrate of Noakhali by 
tho Jioadraastor, Arun Chandra E, E. School, for distributing handbills on the 
Indopcmdonco Day. 

Bengal Civil Llbortles Union in a recent statomont reports of the ro-arrost of 
Bejoy Krishna Bal, an osr-political prisoner, umler tho Bengal Smuggling of Arms 
Act. 3934. 

BihweHwar Choudhury, a doionue, charged under tho Bengal Criminal Law Amend* 
mont Act, 1930, with refusing to comply with an order served upon him, directing 
him to proooed to his pla(50 of domicile, on tho ground that his quarters there wore 
not sanitary, has boon sentoueed to three months’ rigorous im])risonmont. 

Mharendt^ Dutt Majmidar, M# L. A. a peasant loader along with four otlior 
Kisan workers who wont from Calcutta to organise Kisan Committees throughout 
tho Tipporah district wore arrested at Corailia railway station immediately after 
their arrival. 

Office of the Tipporah District Krishak Samity and tho All India Krishak Sabha 
Reception Committeo woro searohod by tho Bengal police on February 2, 

Ban ordor under Bootloa 144 Cr. P. 0. banning })rocossions and mootings has 
been promulgated throughout Nature Sub-division of tho Uajashahi District, 

Dr. Dhircndra Naih Sen^ Editor and*Mr. IF, BhaUaeharjoe, Printer and Publishor 
of ‘‘Tho Eindustan Standard^’ woro sentenced on March 7 to six months* rigorous 
imprisonment and a flno of Rs, 1000 each on a charge of sedition, 

Ex-dotonu Nibaran Q. BuU M. A. B. L., Soorotary, Tipporah District Oongross 
Socialist Party, on tlio basis of police reports that ho has boon dissorainating sodiiioxis 
matter under Beetlon 124-A, has boon called upon by the District Magistrato to 
show cause wliy ho should not be ordered to execute a bond of Rs. 1000 with ono 
surety of like amount to bo of good behaviour for a period of ono year under Soctiou 
KB Cr. l\ 0» 

Barrister X\ Dinda, Mldnapur, was sorvod with an order under tho Bengal Pahllc 
Security Act directing him not to leave his rosldenoe in tho town, lie is also 
direotea not to roooive any visitors or to visit anybody Including medical practitioners, 
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Mn Tu fi* Kkuninn, Socrelary, OnltiMiia Khi><niif‘k kn/f If'**.} r/T^'ci with 

a Tioiico iniflor t^of^liou 107 Or. Ih C. h> sh'r.v ui'; 'i * .’'i ti-T h* h-ninJ, 

down for his activitios, 

Mr. MakhanUil Sen^ <h'n<'rnl Miusinji'r, “AnanOa Har.'ir Ih'ifikT h.i' h■^*^l -vo-vi"! 
wilh a summons undnr Sootion 1. P. 0. iii ): v.iih a sot'f'i-fi iJt.iv*cjnl 

hy him at a puhlio mooting; on Ffthruary *1, followin'^ Ih** dcaOi of Air. li n*’ti ir.aiafi! 
Munshi. 

A charge of soditioa was framM on Marodi 23 i>y Oio Pr'*".; Ioim'v }^[.v;i^trato 
ajjainst Air. Ounaila Majtimflar, Si'crofary of iho Donga! Conro’cA:, ihsl I^iHy. 
llo was aiTosied last wook ia oorimjctiou wilk a sp'^oo.h f{*'livt*iVfl !».v iiim on 
her If) last. 

Chief Proslfloncy Magistraio, Oalcntta, convifdMlaiid iV‘nl**no**tl fo 

pay a lino of Hs, 250 or urriergo nimplo irnpris >nfnont for two ruonilm on a ohnry.o 
of Hodition, 

la connection ‘wllh 11m Halt Depot rtrlko, nolion has hocn sm'vr**! on Mr. h\ 
Khmilia^ Hwrtdary, Oahnilta Hhramik Marnlal, fo slnnv nanso why ft** shonld not, h») 
hound over for u ifonofl fd ono yicir undm* Section h)7 Cr. 1*. (?. In the past Uvf; 
months, as many ns 18 working <*lnss h'lvlers, ootnr'chMi w'ith flDTertstt in<h MD*ii‘:t, 
arc reported to have boon HorvfMl with similar noHcos. 

Notices were served on six labour hwlers by the Hfcilot Ih’piDv Mfrd'draht «if 
Dliaubad, directing ilium to qtufc the limits of iho Kirkond ami Kalras pohm* station.;. 

Delhi : 

Dfdhi poHco sonrfdiod the house of Chaman Lnl Ac.ad In Clandiil GnH on 
January 24th but nothing incriminating is reportufl to have boon found, 

Madras : 

A partial sirikn had boon on for nonio timo at ihn T. L. T. L, (kunpany's factory, 
Importation of hln(;k-lo‘;a ri*f;ullcd in a flash and poll(M) interferfoua*. Thff VruWfl wan 
troatod to a couple of lathi (dtargi’S Iirdoro Iho policfi ep<Mied llr<'. It h: r(»(unh»<l tli.u. 
tho firing was .suddim and withonl any oaftibm or warning or otdju* to di.sper;e, 'Ihvo 
of the luadors wmo killed on tho spot and anoflmr expired in Die lu».;pilaL A iitunhi-r 
of them wort) wounded by tlio lathi charge, Ala-iras Devernment have ordored a 
public enquiry to bo held.* 

In the Indian States 


Mys<jre ; 

A prohibitory order tmdor BfHdIou IM w<an nerved on feurto'ui momh u-s ol 
flariyubite Iliriyur Taluk i»y tluj AmiMar Magietrate in (nmneelion with Die ♦dnde- 
pondunco Uay’^ on January 2 r»Uu The order is to he in hTc*) fer two montha. 

An order under HeeJiou ill Or. It <h prohibiting meelin';.;, pvof-eseioint (*te.» for a 
peri<Kl of nrioeii <lays was passed in Hiddlagliath, Siinikir enlera sven» pasted in 
cormoction with tho Indeptnideiioe Day celebratieiiii in Kf*ratiagon*, Cliikmagalur, 
Clihjkaballapur, fhKiihjuidi and (Jerihidanur Taluku. 

An oral warning has hmi given to V, *8. Nurapmnw^ v^'^fteretary, Mysore (.lengress 
Board, by the District Magistrate, Ikuigaloro, n.spunng hira to detiiot from ’hmgaging 
himself In subversivo aciivUios.'’ ... 

Kangiah, a sttidonl, has boon charged under Recdlon IKS I, with having 
disohoyiid tho prohibitory order under Hectiou I 41 Or, l\ 0 , and 32 , My; 3 orc Police 
Biogulation, 

An arrest warrant was issued on Fobruary 0 by the District Maglnlratc, Tumkur, 
under Hoctiun 124- A f. It <1 agalnnt AT, K. Huhrakmanyafiwamh member of the 
Mysore Reproaontativo Assembly hi aonnectlou with a Hpcoch mtidu by Idm hi 
December last at Kuringai. ^ 

//, IL Vcermia (hmda has boon asked b show cause why ho shouH not be 
directed to oxocuto a bond a Hutn of Its. 2(XX) with two HurcUloH of a sum of 
lis. lOOQ each for good behaviour for a period of <mc year. 

Tho foiiowing arc reported to have been arn*sted for vl«iiatiug orders issued under 
Bectioa 144 Or, G, :'-Maljah, Venkatappa, B, Ghamlrasckimriah K. A. ICHshmurthl 
and four others, Kudil Brinivasamurthl was sontonoed for similar olTcnco to three 


wouJcB* simple Imprisonment. 

The resKlonco of C?. U. Swami was reached on Fobrimry 11 for tho msovory 
of the line o! Rs. 50 imposed by tho Bangalore District Magmirato for diHObuying a 
restraint order nndor Section 344 Or. l\ 0, 
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Srinivasamurthi and Bassappiah of Shimoga wera fined for a similar ofienoa by the 
District Magistrate, Sagar. 

8rimati Siibbamma and R. Rangiah were botli sentonoud to one m-inth’s imprison- 
ment for reading the Tadependence Pledge. 

Security proceedings were launched against S. Siiuivasrao and Krishnarao for 
creating disaffection in the State against constituted authority. Haring refused to 
enter into an interim bond under Section 117 (3) Or. P. 0. they wore remanded to 
custody by the District Magistrate, Sandur. 

The Government of Mysore have issued a notificadon directing tho continuanco of 
the order passed by the District Magistrate of Mysore prohibiting the holding of 
public meetings in" Mysore for a farther period of six months from March 29, when 
the original order expires. 

Gwalior 

Gwalior State has prohibited the importation of the newspapers Riyanat of Delhi, 
tho Alaraan (Delhi), tho Yahdat (Dolhi), the Hind Rajasthan and Hind Kosari of 
Jhansi into the Slate. 

Travancore : — 

The Government have prohibited tho bringing or taking, by backwaters or by 
land into or out of Tuivancore of any copy of any issue of uowsimnois entitled 
‘‘Malabar Herald”. 

A, Narayana Pillai was arrestod under Section 124- A (sedition) on a charge of 
exciting disallfotiun against tho Government, 

A notice under Section 107 Travancoro Criminal Procedure Code was issued on 
March 7, by tho Distiict AMagistrate, Trivandrum, prohibiting the holding of mootings 
to consider the formation of a branch of the Travancore State Congress on the 
ground that if theso meetings aro allowed tiioro would be breach of peace. 

Notice under Soctiun 127 Tiavancoro Cr. i\ 0, issued on March 7 prohibiting the 
holding of meetings in Travancoro District to consider tlic formation of a brunch of 
the Travancore ytate Congress has now been extended to District also, 

Tho Oovornmont of Travancore oancellod on March 12 the lieuaso of newspaper 
“Koumudi” for reproducing an article oa liesponsible Uovernmont by the late Mr, 
George Joseph, 

3fa7iaa 

Disturbing news about tlie no-tax campaign in Mansa Btate against the enhanced 
assnssmeat iu tho Btate has boon appearing in the local press. Police firing and 
lathi charges are reported. According to latest report four men have been arrested 
for alleged doUunoe of the ban against processions and meetings. 

Kashmir : 

Kashmir State has prohibitod under section 25 of Customs Eogulation, the bring- 
ing into Jammu and Kashmir State of any document issued or emanating from (a) 
the Commuuist Internauoiml (b) any organisation affiliated to or ooutrolled by or 
connoeted with Communist luteruiUioiial or (c> Any person holding office ia any such 
orgauisation or (d) Auy docuraout containing substantial reproduction of the matter 
contained m any such document. 

Hyderabad : 

Hyderabad Government have demanded a security of Rs, 3,000 from the “Eahbaro 
Deooan , a local Urdu daily, failing which, the parmiaaion accorded for pqblioation 
of the newspaper would be withdrawn* 

Jaipur : 

The Jaipur Government have enacted the following **Pttblio Sooietios Regulation*’:— 

Societies Reg^lation*^ It shall 
extend throiighout the Jaipur territory and shall come into force from the date of 
pubhoation m the Jaipur Gasette. 

T- public society shall be established without the previous sanction of the 

Jaipur Government, v 

41 
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3. The organisers and promoters of such society. shall apply, through tho Inspector 
General of Police, Jaipur, for tho said sanction and the application shall contain the 
following particulars ■ 

(o) Aims and object of the society,.’ 

(b) Names of its organiser and promoter, and if there be more than one, the 
names of all of them, as well as of its office-bearers. 

(c) The name of the place where its chief office is to he located, as well as the 
names of places where the opening of branches is contemplated and the area within 
which it is to be operated. 

4 The Society as originally constituted shall not be changed without the previous 
sanction of the Jaipur Government to be obtained through the Inspector General of 
Police. 

5. If at any time, after permission has boon granted, the activities of such society 
are found to be subversive of law and order or not for the good of the public, it 
shall be closed down by an order of the Council of the State, 

6. Any Police Officer, not below the rank of Sub-Inspector, may, with the pre- 
vious sanction of the Inspector General of Police enter without a warrant any build- 
ing or enclosure where the office of such a society is located, and on demand for his 
inspection, all correspondence, books, accounts etc., shall be produced, immediately. 
Such Police Officer may further seize any or all such documents as are considered 
by him objectionable, or relating to some conspiracy or crime, according to the pro- 
cedures laid down in Section 103 Or. P. 0. 

7. Any breach of this order on the part of any member or servant of the Society 
shall be cognisable oilence and shall be triable by a Magistrate of the 1st Class and 
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 2 years 
E. L, or fine upto Rs. 1000 or both. 

8. The Council of State may expel the person so convicted from the State and 
order forfeiture of ail property movable or immovable, documents, funds etc, belonging 
to the said society. 

9. The Primo Minister may ban the entry into the Jaipur State of any person, 
who is likely to create or foment, by his words or actions friction as this Regulation 
seeks to avoid. 

10. Any Police Officer, not below the rank of a Sub-Inspector may disperse all 
meetings of the members of the Society, which has been ordered to be closed umier 
Rule 5 and such assemblies or meetings shall bo considered as an unlawful assembly 
as in Section 141 1. P. 0, 

11. Tho Regulation shall equally apply to all existing societies and they shall^ with- 
in a period of 3 months of the publication of this rogulatiou, apply under Section (3) 
for the sanction of the Jaipur Government for their continuance. 


A. I. C. C, Members from Bengal (62) 


1. Dr, Bidhan Chandra Roy 

2. Dr. Prafaila Chandra Ghosh 

3. Shri Sarat Cbaudra Bose 

4. Shri Bankim Mukherjee 

5. Shri Sudhir Chandra Roy Chow- 

dhury 

6. Shri Biresh Chandra Misra 

7. Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chowdhury 

8. Shri Jiban Batan Dhar 
0. Shri Purshottam Roy 

10. Shri Sailendra Nath Ghosh 
it Shri Basaut Lall Murarka 

12. Shri Haripada Ohatterjoe 

13. Shri Kiron Shankar Roy 

14. Dr. Pratap Chandra Guha Roy 

15. Shri Prafuila Nath Banerjee 

16. Shri Raj Eumar Obakravarti 

17. Shri Amar Krishna Chose 

18. Shri Kalipads Mukherjee 

19. Shri Kama! Krishna Roy 

20. Shri Satish Ohandra Chakravarty 


21. Shri Charu Chandra Bhandari 

22. Shri Prafulia Ohandra Sen 

23. Shri Hurush Ohandra Mazumdar 

24. Shri Panchanari Bose 

25. Shri PJirendra Nath Mukherjee 

26. Shri AtuI Chamlra Kumar 

27. Shri Ashutosh Das 

28. Shri Gopika BilUvS Ben 

29. Shri Shibnath Banerjee 

30. Shri Kumud Chandra Chakravarfcy 
3L Shri Suresh Ohandra Das 

32. Shri Neliarendu Diitta Majumdar 

33. Shri Harendra Nath Ghosh 

34. Shri Saty Priya Banerjee 

35. Shri Sushil Ohandra Palit 

36. Shri Parilosh Banerjee 

37. Mr, Abdur Razzafc Khan 

38. Shri Eemanta Kumar Bose 

39. Shri Indrabhusau Seed 

40. Shri Bam Bandar Singh 

41. Shri Bitaram Sakseria 
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42. 81iri Kali Kamar Sen 

43. l)r, Snresh Ohaa<Ira Banner] ee 
44 Sbri Ananrila Prasad Chowdbry 

45. Sbri Bistapada Rhuftacharjoe 

46. Slivi K'Hlar Nath Bhaiitacharjee 

47. Dr. Naiinakhya Sanval 

48. Dr. Charii (Chandra Bnne'jee 

49. Sbri A]oy Kumar Mukhetji 

50. Sbri AMns Snttar 

51. Sbri Kishoripati Roy 


S2S 

52. Sbri Deben Dey 

53. 8bri Nikuiiiiihobari Maity 

54. Sbri Ahmad 

53. Dr. .Tatiridra Mohan Das Gupta 
Hhri .Tadu Nath Piul 
,57. Rhri Rashik Lall Biswas 
58 Siiri R'lm Cb'^ndra Abast! 

,59. Bbri Lahanvnprova Chanda 

Sbri Satish Chandra Roy Ohondhury, 
Sbri Haripada Barker 


56 


60. 
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THE WORKING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 


Bomhaij'^May IfK3S 

A meetinp: of Om Workini? Cummitfeo was hold in Bomhay from 15th to l9th 
May. 1938. •Shri^SiM.as^ Chandra prositled. The mmnbio's present were : 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad^ Bhntnnti Sirojhii Naidii^ Hhris Janiaharhil ‘Nahrti^ 
Vallahhbhai Patel, Raiendra Prasad, Jaamalal Btfaj, Jairamlas Djulalram^ 
Pattahhi Sitaramayya, Hare Krishna Mahtab and J B Knpalani. 

Thu Premiers of Madras, Bombay, IT. P„ C. P, N. W. P., ITtkal and Dr. Ryod 
Mahmud from Bibar wore present by special invitation. 

1 . Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting already ciroulatod wero eoiirirmed. 

2. Zanzibar Clove Boycott 

The following resolution was passnd : 

The Working Committee road the report of the Clove Boynott Oommittoo and 
considered the agreement whioh has boon arrived at by tho Indian Community in 
Zanzibar and the Zanzibar Oovorument in rospeet of 11m clove trade. This agreement 
is subject to the confirmation of the Indian National Oongri‘SK ami flio Colonial Oflioo 
of the BritiKh Oovornmfmt. TIio Working Oommilteo accept tiie recommomlation of 
the Indian National Association of Zanzibar am! confirm the said agronment The 
Committee trust that the agreement will bo noted upon by tho Zanzibar Government 
in a way so as to give full satisfa'stion to the Indian oomrnuuity and so as not to 
raise any donbt or suspicion of discriminatory treatment. 

In view of Ibis sottleraont, the Clove Boycott Oommilioe »s hereby authorised to 
lift the boycott of cloves which has bomi iu oporatian since 8fptera‘bor last as and 
when and under such conditions as it thinks proper. 

On the ending of tho boycott the Committoo trust that the genera! public and 
pavtioiilarly the retailors will patronise thoso firms that have loyally adhered to the 
boycott in preferenoo 1o thoso who have not. 

Tho OommitloH congratuhito tho Indian community in Zanzibar for the brave and 
successful stand it lm.s made for tho riglihs of Indians overseas. 

The Committee further express thoir ^'ratitud(» to tho morchants, speoiallv in 
Bombay, who by thoir loyal cooperation and support even at considerable sacriOoe 
have contributed ao greatly to the Huceessfnl termination of the issue. 

The Committee wish also to record its appreciation of tho labours of the Clove 
Boycott Committee, 


3. PoUtical Farlie« U»lna the Name “Congrew*’ 

Tho Committee disonssed tho question. It was thoir view that it was undesirable 
for parties and groujis inside or outside tho Congress to use the name of the Congress 
without duo permission. T'ho matter was howovor loft to bo dealt with by the 
General Secretary as ocoasioa arose. 


4f Ambulanee for China 

Tho following resolution was passed 

Ewived that a Committee oonsisling of the President^ Dr. Jivaraj MeMa, 
Dr. Smtl Chandra Bo$a^ Dr. B. M. Lohia and Shri P. Baih$ming {Convenor), 
with power to ooopt, be appointed to take neoessary steps to send a motor ambulance 
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unite with necessary doctors and nurses to the Chinese National Government and 
Or. M. Atal be req^nested to be in charge of the unite. 

5. The Name) ‘Congress’ for State Organisations 

Following resolution was passed 

“Haripura Congress came to the decision that in order to encourage the develop- 
ment of the national struggle in the Indian States, independent organisations should 
be started or continued where they already exist and internal struggles of the people 
of the States must not be undertaken in the name of the Oonj^ress. The "Working 
Committee welcome the formation of such independent organisations but have noted 
that some of these bear the name of the Congress. While,’ strictly speaking, there can 
be BO monopoly in the use of the word ‘Congress’, it is clear that in order to Igive 
effect to the letter and spirit of the Haripura Congress resolution, nothing should he 
done which produces any confusion in the public mind as to the constitutional 
relation between the Congress and the independent State organisations. The Committee 
feel that the use of the word ‘Congiess’ in the name of the State organisations is 
bound to create such confusion. 

The Committee also wish to draw attention to the fact that under the Haripura 
resolution Congress Committees continue to exist in the States. Thus theie are at 
the same time Congress Committees and the independent organisations which might 
sometimes develop in membership and work. If the independent organisations bear 
the name ‘Congress’ then it is inevitable that confusion will aiise. This will come 
in the way of Congress Committees functioning in the States. 

For these and other reasons the Woiking Committee feel that it is undesirable 
to have the word ‘Congress’ in the name of the independent organisations and trust 
therefore that the use of this word in this connection will be avoided. 

6. Mysore Happenings 

The following resolution was passed : 

The Working Committee have read the popular and the official versions of the 
recent firing that took place near Viduraswatham (Mysore) on unarmed crowds. The 
Committee deeply deplore the fact that the State authorities felt called upon to 
resort to firing. But seeing that the Mysore Government have appoinled a tribunal 
in order to inquire into the causes that led to the firing, the Working Committee 
refrain from expressing any opinion about the tragedy. 

But the Working Ooramittoe think that His Highness the Maharaja should estab- 
lish responsible Govornmoat in his State so that the responsibility for Law and 
Order, including firing whenever it is dcemel necessary, will be shouldered by a 
government answerable to the people. The Woiking Committee send their coiido- 
ienoes to the members of the bereaved families and express their sympathy with 
those who have suffered injuries. 

The Working Committee approve of the settlement effooted by Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel and Acharya Kripalani as between the State and the Mysore State Congress, The 
Working Oommitteo note with satisfaction that in furtherance of the settlement the 
Mysore Government have issued a communiquo and congratulate His Highness the 
Maharaja and his advisors on the prompt manner in which they are carrying out 
the settlement. Tho Working Committee hope that the sottlemont will be strictly 
carried out also by the Mysore State Congress. 

On the question of the hoisting of the National Flag the Working Committee hops 
that cate will be taken not to do anything that might imply any disi'ospect to the 
State Flag by the i5tato Coagre.ss or to the National Flag by tho Stale authorities, 
Tho final status of the National Flag will depend upon the ability to exercise com- 
pulsion, but upon tho correct conduct of Congressmen and tho progresHivo record of 
service that the Oongreas establishes in tho country. It should farther be borne in 
mind that the National Flag is a symbol of non-violence and national unity to be 
brought about by means strictly truthful and non violent It should further bo borno 
in mmd that though there is a growing party among Congressmen who seek tho 
total abolition of states as a relic of Middle Ages, the policy of the Congress as a 
whole has hitherto been and remains one of friendUnoss to the States in the hope 
that they will recognise the signs of tho times and eatabiish responsible government 
within, their borders and otherwise extend and guard the liberty of the people undeir 
thoir jurifidiotion* 
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7. Clemency Ca*cfi in C. P. 

The report of the findings of Sir Manmotli Kath Mukerji was plaoud before the 
Committee. It was decided that the report bo sent to Air. M. Y. Wharoef, the 
Minister of Law and Justice in C. F. and he be requested to lake the necoHsary 
steps that follow logically from the findings o! Sir Mukfirji. Sbn Bharoof has sinoo 
resigned his ministership. 

8. Disciplinary Action— Sisri Satyendra Chandra Mitra 

The following decision was taken 

Shri Satyendra Chandra Mira was elected to tho Bengal Cfninoi) on the Congres*? 
titjkot and after signing the Congress piedgo according to which h-* was hound to 
carry out the Congress directions. He was called upon in common wnh ofhor Con- 
gress legi.slators to pay the excess of his salary to a spoodal earmarked fund for uso 
in the province and iu spite of repeated lequests and lemindois ho has not paid 
this or any sum and has finally refused to do sd, thf're:-y vndating his pltidgo, pio 
Woiking Ooramittoo therefore decide that hij should (leas'-i to h*- «a primary mouibur 
of tho Oongr(‘SS and should bo inuiigibie for such momhoislup Uil the cornmiUeu 
decide otherwise. Further that ho should bo inoligibio to stand as a Congrc.ss 
candidate for any local body or logislaturo. 

9. Oppressive Mis-rule in Bugti 

The following resolution was passed : 

Tho attention of the Working Committee has been drawn to tho- oppressive and 
tyrannical administration undor wdiich tho pooplo of tlio Bugti area, lying between 
Bind and Baluchistan have sincu) long been sufToriug at tho luinds of the prr^sont 
Kawab of Bugti and to thf 3 sensfj of grave ins»icurity of life and pjoporty 
which has been prevailing in that area. The Committee tinderfdaml that tho inquiry 
instituted by tho Agent to tho (Jovornor-Cotmral at Qnotta in under Major 

Beethum amply confirmed the (jorrectimss of tho complaints made f»y the people 
against the Nawab. In tho opinion of tho Committee it is essential, if tho adminis- 
tration of tho Bugti area is at all to improve, that the aforuHtud ri»port shmiltl be 
published by the Oovernmont. The Committee are strongly of the view that 
the authorities in India and lOugland who Imve aHriurnod rt‘Sf}on.sibdity for tho 
Welfare of the people of the area have signally failed to diS'.'hargo that rf'Hponsihility. 
The Committee condemn tho coutimuinuo of tluj preserii uutooratiu and inawpensltdo 
system of admini.stratiou under which inhabiturits of the Bugti area Jvivo had to 
live and sulTor all these years, and expect that tho authorities will take immediate 
measures to remedy tho prosent slate, of things and place tho administraticm ol tho 
area on a propor democratic basm. 


THE C. P. MINISTRYiTANGLE 

Shri Vallahhhkai Patel informed the Woiking Committee about tho disHonsions 
in the 0* F. Ministry. Four of tho Ministers hud sunt iu their rcsignatiouB to Shri 
Khnro, tho Promior. The Committee discussed tho question with tho Fn'mior and 
other 0. F. Ministers prosont in Bombay. After careful considoratiou the Committee 
advised tho X^romicr to call a meeting of the 0. I’afliamontary parly am! ask 
them to consider tho situation that has arisen in r<*gnrd to tho ministry and also 
dotnde the steps to be taken to moot tho situation. Tim Oommitteo also advised that 
the mootiug of the Parliamentary party to emsider this qucHtion bo held under tho 
Profiidentbhif) of Bhri VaLlahhbhai Patels the Chairman of tho Pariiamentary Bab- 
Committee, 'i'ho other members of tho Bub-Uommittoo woro also requostou to bo 
present at the meeting of tho C. P legislators. 

(Noic-^Ths mooUng of tho party was held at Pachmarhl on 24ih May. Bhri 
VhllafMhai Patel mil Maulana Abul Kfdam Azad ,wure prosfuit The former 
presideil. After a oouplo of days* oonfcrunco to which tho Frusidenls^of the throe l\ 
0. Oh, Malmkoshfil, Nagpur ami Borar wore alno invitofl, a ooiHfirommo wan atrivod 
at among tho members of the iX i\ t^ablnot. Tho ministors cottoornod hamlod over 
the following letter to Shri Vallabhbhai l^atoi 

*‘ln response to the wishes of tho party, as expressed at its meeting on May 24, 
we met together and discussed all the quoscions of diffiorcncos amongst ourselYos, 
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some of them being temperamental, some due^ to differences of outlook, and others 
involving questions of prooedare regarding the internal working ot the Ministry. We 
are happy to report that we have been able to amicably settle all oar differences 
and have agreed to work in a spirit of comradeship and we feel confident that we 
shall have your full co-operation and support.’^) 

THE LABOUR COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 

The Working Oommittee at their last meeting at Calcutta in April last appointed 
the new Labour Committee for the current session consisting of Shris Jawaharlal 
Kehru, Jatramdos Daulntram. Shankerlal Banker^ Jaiprakash Narain^ M, B, 
Masani and J. B, Kripalani (Secretary). 

The first meeting of the Labour Committee was held at Bombay on May 14 and 
15 19B8, All members except Shri Jaiprakash Narnin werepresent. ‘ Syh 0. Raja- 
gopalachariar (Madras), 8yt. Oovind Ballahh Rant (TJ. P.), Svt. B, G. Kher^ Bom- 
W), Dr. K B. Khore (C. P.), Dr. Kailash Nath Katju (IJ. P.) Syt. D. K. Mehta 
(O! P.), and Shri QuUcrilal Nanda, Parliamentary Secretary, Bombay were also 
present by invitation. 

Eollowing resolutions were passed : — 

1. This Committee notes with satisfaction the appointments of Committees made 
by the Provincial Governments of Bombay and the United Provinces for inctuiry into 
the wages and conditions of workers engaged in the textile Industry and trusts that 
Governments in other provinces and Indian States, where textile Industry is estab- 
lished with a view to bring about simultaneous improvement, take similar action at 

an |g opinion that such committees as may he appointed by 

the Provincial Governments for the purpose of enquiry into conditions of labour or 
trade disputes should be mainly composed of men associated with public life and the 
national movement. j t. 

3. The Committee expresses its satisfaction at the recommendations made by the 
Bombay Textile Inquiry Committee and accepted by the^ (government having been 
generally carried out by the employers in the Bombay Presidency, 
hopes that the Mill-owners in the other provinces will also carry 
mendations of the Inquiry Committees as accepted by the < 

provmees.^ Committee notes with satisfaction that the Bihar Government have appointed 
a Committee to inquire into the conditions of labour in thel important industries m 
the province and hope that similar inquiries will be instituted in the other provinces 
particularly in regard to Sugar, mining- Ginning and other organised industries. 

5. The Committee is of opinion that the wages and hours of work and other 
conditions of the employees engaged in the shops and other similar establishments are 
far from satisfactory and requests the Congress Ministries to institute suitable measures 
for improving the same. 

The Committee further expresses its general approval of. the legislation proposed to 
be introduced by the Government of Bombay in this behalf. , . r. tl i 

6. The Ciommittee welcomes the expression hy the Government of Bombay .of 

their intention to introduce legislation for the provision of leave ^with pay during 
sickness and hopes that suitable action will be taken by other Provincial Governments 
in this behalf. ^ v i* 

7. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the Baroda Government have noti- 

fied the introduction from first of August of a nine-hours-day in response tg the de- 
mand made by the Textile Labour Association, It hopes that other Indian States wtu 
take immediate action in this direction, . ^ i 

8. The Committee reiterates its opinion that the colleotion of statistical informa- 
tion regarding oonditions of working class people engaged in important industries is an 
Indispensable preliminary for .suitable action for ameliorating the same and expresses 
its Earnest hope that the Provincial Governments which have not yet made suen 
arfarigements will take prompt and effective steps for making up the' deficiency. 

The ^mmittea expresses its satisfaction at the action of the Government of 
in extending the application of the Factory Act to factories employmg ip 
« persdhii or, more where the manufacturing processes ate carried on with or without 
’ expects that other Governments will take early steps to extend the appli- 
Ihb A^ct On similar lines, at least to all urban areas. 


The Committee 
out such reooin- 
Goverment of their 
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10. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the U. P. (tovornment have 
passed legislation providing maternity benefit and that the Bombay Govc'rnmeot have 
extended the application of the said Act even to smaller centres" whoio the Act did 
not apply till now and trusts that Governments of provinces wheie theie is no ouch 
provision will take measures to introduco the necessary legislation. 

11. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the Bombay and U. P. Govern- 
ments have issued orders for compalaary establishment of creches whore women 
workers are employed and trusts other Governments will take action in this direct nm. 

12. The Committee welcomes the declaration mido by the Govorumeat of Bombay 
to introduce prohibition in tho industrial city of Ahmedaiiad and expresses hopi? that 
urban industrial areas in other provinces will also be soon taken up for carrying 
out the prohibition programme of the Congress. 

CONSTITUnON COMMITTEE 

A meeting of the Constitution Committee appointed by the iriripura Congress wan 
held at Bombay on the l8th and I9th May, 1938. 

The members present were: Shris Jawharlal N’iihru^ Jairamdm D>iutnlram^ 
Pattabhi SUaramayya^ Achyut Fatwardkan^ Kiran Sanicar Roy^ A,\Ureii)i and 
t/. J5. Kripalani^ 

The Committee discussed (1) Tho advisability or otiiorwiso of inlir«*cl cloafinns 
and {%) the moans to be adopted to ensure gmairn3 mornborship an I propnr (‘!o,d.*on. 
Some tentative decisions were taken which ar»‘ fo be ciroijlarised to the V. *\ Ca. 
for their opinion. In tho light of the provlimial opinioas received tho oemmiftou 
will make their final recomnaondations to the A. L C.lG. 

PREMIERS’ CONFERENCE 

A oonferonco of Premiers of tho Boveu Congro.ss provinoi^s and tho members of! 
the Parliaraontary Sub-Ooramitteo was callei by .the Prosideut to meet in Ifombay, 
The Premiers were asked to invito to tho conferenco as many memlmrs of tlieir 
Cabinets as could oonvoniently atteml The u inference met from I2th to 14ih May 
1938. AH the seven Premiers with several Ministers from each pfovinee aUtmdeil 
There was mutual exchange of information about the reform mmnurm unflertnkeu 
and the general progress made in each of the provineoH. The oonforunee coniudered 
the general question of co-ordination and oo-oporatiou among I he OmgrusH previucHH. 
Some of the subjects discussed were, Civil Liberty, Agrarian policy' Labour, Indus- 
trial reconstruction, Development of Power Resources and Power Supply, Rural 
Beoonstruotion, Education, Kevenuo Sources, Taxation and finances. Heverarseixemns 
of co-operation wore suggested. The U. P, Govornmmxt undertook to call a iioafe- 
renoo representing all tho provinces to examine possibilities of new sourees of 
revenue for oonstruotive purposes. The Bombay Govurnmont undertook to call a 
similar conference for jail reform and labour. 

The conference was useful inasmuch as it provided an opportu nity to the Fromiers 
and other Ministers to compare notes and to know oaoh other’s difnoohies. It also 
paved tho way for greater co-ordination and co-oporalion botwoeu the provinooa 

PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED BY PRESIDENT (SJ. BOSE) 

Ambulance Coxpi ' lot Cbma 

Ever since the Japanese aggression in China began last year, tho Indian National 
Congress has repeatedly expressed its sympathy for the Chiuoso people in their 
struggle forfroodom and peace. Apart from resolulimm of sympathy being pai^sed, 
demonstrations wore held all over tho country. A sum of over Rh] 
8,000 (Eight thousand rupees) was also oollectod and is now m tho hands of tho AH 
India Congress Committee oflleo. Tho Working Oomraitfcee of the Ooiigross, at its lanl 
meetmg m Bombay, decided to send an ambulanoo unit with the doctors to China 
for demonstrating our solidarity with the Chinese people, instead of sendia/r only 
monetary roliet The^ appointed a Sub-committoe consisting of Dr, 

Jtveraj MMa, Dr* Burnt Chandra Sob&^ Dr. E. M. Lakia, Bhrt C. F. Huthamina 
and myself to ^make all necessary^ arrangomoats for equipping and muim out 
the ambulance unit together wxth the doctors. ^ * r o - 
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The Sub-committG 0 held a meeting in Bombay oa the 24fh inst, and decided to 
send a fully equipped motorcar ambulance to China and a batch of four qualified 
doctors, preferably experienced surgeons. One year’s expense were worked out and 
it was found that a sum of rupees thirty thousand was needed for the Medical Mis- 
sion. Since we have only rupees eight thousand in hand, we shall have to collect 
a farther sum of rupees twenty-two thousand. 

Applications from qualified medical men who would like to join the medical Mis- 
sion to China are invited. Applicants should preferably be surgeons with some ex- 
perience and should undertake to serve foi* at least one year. They should send in 
their applications to the Secretary, Foreign Department, All India Congress Committee, 
Allahabad with a copy to tho Secretary of the China Siib-committoe, Mr, G. P. 
Hutlieesing of Gulshan Villa, Oomar Park, IVardon Road, Bombay. The expenses of 
equipment, board and lodging in China together with a small pocket allowance will 
be provided for the doctors but no salary will bo paid. 

In order to demonstrate once again our deep sympathy for the Chinese people in 
their hour of trial, I request all Congress organisations in the country to observe the 
12th, June, 1938 as an All-India Chinese Day. Meetings and processions should 
be held on that day and a serious endeavour should be made to collect fund for our 
Medical Mission. If tho necessary efforts are made, it should not be difficult to 
collect the entire amount of rupees twenty-two thousand by that date. 

In this connection I also appeal to Firms dealing in medical stores and 'appliances 
to help us in kind. 1 may assuie them that medical stores and appliances are badly 
needed^ in China to-day and help in kind will not be less welcome to the distresseli 
and injured Chinese people than assistance in cash. 

In conclusion I may remind my countrymen that it is essential that our proposed 
medical aid should roach China as early as possible. Wo should therefore get ready 
to give a send-off to our Medical Mission by the first week of July at the very 
latest. The seventh of July, the day on which Japanese aggression started last year, 
would be an appropriate day for wishing Bon Voyage to the Indian friends of Cliina. 

ORISSA CRISIS 

The appointment of Mr. J. B, Dain^ a Subordinate officer of the Orissa Govern- 
ment, as the Acting Governor of Orissa during the absence of the Governor on 
leave threatened to create a serious ministerial crisis in the province. The Congress 
Ministry informed the Governor that the selection of t^Mr, J. R. Dain as the Acting 
Governor was derogatory to their dignity andjthat they wonki find ‘great difficulty in 
serving under Mr. Dain who was aotually serving as an officer of their Government 
and therefore subordinate to them. The Working Committee at their -meeting in 
Calcutta passed a resolution condemning the appointment of Mr. Dain as the Acting 
Governor of Orissa. The Provincial Congress Committee of Orissa passed a reso- 
lution approving of the Cabinet’s decision to resign, should Mr. Dam assume 
charge of the Governorship of the Orissa province. About the third week of April 
the Governor was formally notified by the rainistors that they intended to resign if 
Mr. Dain assumed charge. The threatened crisis however was averted at the last 
moment by the cancellation of his leave by Sir John Hubback, the Governor of 
Oiissa. The following communique was issued by his secretary : — 

Hn view of the instabilitv of the political situation which he would be bound to 
leave to his successor, His Excellency tho Governor of Orissa does not feel justified 
in proceeding with his orginal plan aud considers that he has, in the interests of 
the province, no option but to ask for the cancellation of the leave granted to him. 
The Secretary of State has acooded to his request with the concurrence of the 
Govornor-Oeneral.” 


ZANZIBAR AGREEMENT 

As a result of tho unbroken resistance put up by the Indian Community at 
Zanzibar and the boycott of Zanzibar cloves in India carried out through the efforts 
of the Indian National Congress, the Zanzibar Government was obliged to come to 
terms with the Indian Community, The following letter was received from tho 
Beoretary of the ludiaa National Association of Zanzibar ‘in oonnection with the 
provisional agreement arrived at between the parties conoerned 
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“I am eoclosing herewith the text of the agreement on the clove dispute which 
was reached between the Indian community and Zanzibar Government as a result of 
the negotiations carried on for the last three weeks, 

“The agreement on our side, is subject to confirmation of the Indian National 
Congress- The credit for any settlement goes to the Congress and to India for the 
marvellous support given by them to the Zanzibar Indians, 

“The Zanzibar Indian community owes a deep debt of ’’gratitude to Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru^ Bahu Subhas Chandra* Bose^ and Sardar Yallabhhhai Fafel for 
organising and intensifying the boycott. 

“The terms of the settlement have given satisfaction to all the sections of the 
Indian community of Zanzibar. 

“The Indian community highly appreciates your (those of the Congress and the 
Indians) untiring efforts on our behalf in this fight.” 

At their meeting at Bombay the Working Committee of tho Indian National Con- 
gress passed a resolution approving of this agreement and congratulated the Indian 
Nation and the Indian Community of Zanzibar on this happy and successful termi- 
nation of the clove dispute. The provisional agreement of May 4 arrived at between 
the Government of Zanzibar and the Indian Community was approved and confirmed 
by the Colonial office ending finally tho clove dispute. Sardar Valiabhbhai Patel^ 
President of the All India Clove Boycott Committee, issued the following 
statement - 

‘^The Colonial Office of England having approved tho agreement in regard to clove 
dispute between the Zanzibar Government and the Indian community in Zanzibar, tho 
agreement has now become an accomplished fact* Tho Working Committoe of the 
Indian National Congress has already given its approval to the said agreement and, 
therefore, all the conditions for lifting the boycott on cloves now stand completely 
fulfilled. I, therefore, declare on bohalf of the, Clove Boycott Committee that the 
boycott is now formally lifted and the dealers are now free to resume dealings in 
cloves both of Zanzibar and Madagaskar* 

“I take this opportunity of drawing the attention of the public to a very signifi- 
cant appeal made by the Working Committee in its resolution on tho subject of the 
Zanzibar agreement. The Committee trust that the general public, particularly the 
retailers, will patronize those firms that have loyally adhered to the boycott in pre- 
ference to those who have not 1 am confident tliac tho public of India will respond 
to this appeal in a full measure. 

“On behalf of the Clovo Boycott Committoe T congratulate the Indian community 
in Zanzibar, the Indian public in this country and particularly tho clovo merchants of 
Bombay and other places on tho saorificos they had to make and tho success they 
have been able to achieve as a result of those saorificos. I must also thank the 
volunteers of the B, F. 0. 0. who, unmindful of the hardships that they had to suffer, 
kept the boycott in tact in the city of Bombay by carrying on offoctivo and success- 
ful picketing for over six weeks. With the lifting of tho boycott, picketing also is 
hereby withdrawn. This does not, however, moan that tho defaulters will bo allowed 
to go scot-free, Some of the defaultors have already boon dealt with and others have 
been notified to make proper amends for their mistakes. Defaultors wlio fail to 
make adequate amends as suggested by the Committoe will have to bo sovorely 
dealt with. 

“In the end, I heartily congratulate tho Indian nation on the happy tormination of 
a prolonged dispute in Zanzibar. The Indians overseas may now 'feel assured that 
the Indian National Congress can protect their interests by a united action in 
this country.” 


THE MYSORE FIRING, APRIL 26 

An order was issued under Soction 144 by tho District Magistrate banning the 
hoisting of national fiag, prohibiting holding of meetings and making Bpoochos. Tho 
order was defied by residents of the Tiduraswatham village in Kolar district (about 
50 miles from Bangalore) when they assembled at a public meeting estimated at 10000 
The gathering was declared an unlawful assembly by the District Magistrate and 
ordered to disperse. The meeting not having dispersed, tho police oponoa fire which 
resulted as is alleged in 3^ persons killed and 48 seriously Injured. The olllcial 
account of the casualties varied the oatimate being between ten to twelve killed and 
some injured. The news of this indiaoriminste firing sent a thrill of horror through 

m 



330 IHE iNDtiN NATIOiStAL CONGRESS t itEtt ’38- 

the whole couEtry* The Woiking Committee of the Mysore State Congress passed 
a resolution condemning the indiscriminate firing and giving liberty to Congressmen 
to disobey prohibitory orders in order to vindicate fundamental rights and maintain 
their self-respect. The Mysore Government issued a Communique giving official 
version of the facts surrounding the tragedy. It justified firing as a measure oi self- 
defence against mob-violence It however appointed an inquiry committee of three 
judges. The Mysore State Congress also appointed a Committee of inquiry. Mahatma 
Gandhi in the course of a press statement made an appeal to the Mysore Government 
to read the symptoms of popular awakening in Mysore and divest itself of its 
autocracy. 

To study the situation at close quarters and also if possible to bring about a 
settlement between the Mysore Congress and the Mysore Government 8hri Vallabh^ 
hhai Fctel and Shri J. B, Kripalani proceeded to Bangalore, They had several 
consultations with the leaders of the Mysore Congress and also interviews with 
the IHwan Sir Mirza IsmaiL As a result of these a compromise formula was 
evolved the terms of which are as stated below. The terms of settlement comprise 
all the demands made by the State Congress at their conference held at Shivapura 
shortly before. 

( 1 ) Recognition of Mysore Congress; ( 3 ) declaration by the Mysore Govern- 
ment that it is open to the reforms Committee to discuss and recommened respon- 
sible Government for Mysore State ; ( 3 ) four Congressmen who resigned from 

the reforms committee to be re-nominated with three additional Congressmen to 
he selected by the State Congress; ( 4 ) the satyagraha to be called off by the 
State Congress : t 5 ) general amnesty to political prisoners and withdrawal of 
all repressive orders; and ( 6 ) the Flag dispute to be settled on the lines suggested 
by Mahatma Gandhi— namely that the congress fiag should be down along with 
the State flag on all ceremonial occasions. But at purely party functions of the 
Congress only the National flag is to be flown. 

On May 17 the Government of Mysore passed orders declaring their policy in 
regard to recognition of the Mysore State Congress, and cognate matters. The order 
accorded recognition to the congress party in the State; accepted the addition of 
three new members selected by tho Congress party to the Constitutional Committee; 
accepted Gandhiji’s compromise formula on the flag issue and provided assurances 
regarding the release of political prisoneis and the withdrawal of prohibitory 
orders. These acts, Government hope, “will mark the inauguration of a new era of 
progress and prosperity in the States,’^ 

Congress Muslim League \ 

On April 28 Gandhiji met Mr, M, A, Jimah^ the President of the Muslim Loaugo 
and had three hours^ conversation with him on the Hindu-Muslim problem. The 
interview was a sequel to the corrospondenoo that had gone on between Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah and President Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi for some months 
past It was a preliminary informal exchange of views preparatory to more formal 
negotiations between the parties oonoerned, Tho following joint statement was 
issued to the press 

“We had three hours of friendly conversation over the Hindu-Muslim question. 
The matter will be pursued further. The public will be informed in due course of 
its developments/ 

The conversation with Mr Jinnah were theieaftor continued by the president 
There were several prolonged conferences between tho two. ane preliminary 
conditions were formulated, Mr, Jinnah proposed to keep these preliiiniaary conditions 
before the Executive of the Muslim Loauge. 

Arrests and Convictions Etc* 

The following ate some of the cases of arrests, convictions, Internments, 
externments, eearohos. gagging orders and the liko compiled from tho daily press 
imd the bulletins of the Civil Liberties Union: 

1, Mr, BaHkUhm Singh Sufjeei, General Secretary, Jullunder District Kissan 
Committee, Is being prosecuted under Seotion 124 I. P. 0. for dellToring alleged 
aedittous speech at Abohar, Feroaepur, Punjab, 
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2, Amritsar Police have arrested five persons Messrs* SohanlSmghy Buta Bingh^ 
Kapur Singh^ Bhagwan Singh md^Wazir Singh or charges of allegtid seditioa 
under Sec. 124A for speeches delivered in the difCereat villages of Ajnala Toshil. 

3. Agha Abdul Karim Sorash Kashmiri was convicted and sentenced to a 
year and a half rigorous imprisonment on April 23 fay the District Magistrate, 
Gujarat, (Punjab) for alleged seditious speeches. 

4 An amount of Bs. 1,000 out of the security deposit of Mami Press whore tho 
‘^Vir Bharat*’ is printed has been forfeited to the Punjab Government, 

5. The same government demanded a security of Bs* 3,000 from the *‘Vir 
Bharat” on April 18. 

6. A security of Rs. 500 has been demanded by the Punjab Governmoufe from Iho 
“Hindi Milap.” 

7. Another security has been demanded from the “Vir Milap” Press where 4 !iq 
“H indi Milap” was published. 

8. The Punjab Government have prescribed issue No. 7* Yol. I of the “Birti 
Lehar” printed and published at the Azad Press, Muoriit. 

^ 9. Mr. Yogindra Chandra From, a Congress worker of Phagwara was served 
with a notice on April 6 ashing him not to tako part in any political movement ia 
future* 

10. Mr. Jalalud-Din Bukhari, a socialist worker of Bombay, who had horn to 
Lahore in connection with the All India Congress Bocialist I’arty Conference was 
arrested on March Blst last under Section 2, Punjab Criminal Law Amendment Act 
and was later served with a notice ordering him to quit Punjab and not to return 
for a period of one year. 

IL Srimati Satyavati, a Congress worker of Delhi, vras served with a notice by 
the Punjab Government at the Punjab Provincial Political Conference, Mo-, Una, order-* 
ing her to quit tho boundaries of the Punjab within 24 hours and not to enter without 
permission for a period of one year. 


12* Mr. Ajov Kumar Ghose, a Socialist loader of Cawnpore who came to Lahore 
to attend tho Ah India Congress Socialist Party Conforonoe was also served with a 
similar notice under Section 3 of tho Punjab Criminal Law Amoniiment Act 193fi to 
quit the province within 24 hours. Ho was later arrested on a charge of defying 
tiio order. 

, . i3. The District Magistrate of Amritsar has promulgated an onior under Seetbrn 
: V prohibiting all public mootings and processions In AjuaiuTolmil, Amritsar 
District, for two months. 

14 Maulana Babibur Eahaman of Ludhiana, Prosideut of tho Ail India Majlis 
Ahrar, was arrested on Ap**’ 7 at Kalashpur uiidor Section 124A L l\ C. (se.ditioii)* 

15. The Punjab Govornraoiit have forfeited Es. 2,000 dopusited on March :K), 1937, 
bv the Dewan Printing Press, Lahore, w’-here the “Pratap” a local daily, is printed, 
pie paper is reported to have publishod an objectionable ccntrilmtfHi artiern in Mu 
issue on April 1st The alle^, ' article dealt with tho situation at iliHsar before the 
riots and criticised tho conduct of certain police oJOfLcials thoro. 

16. The Punjab Govornmont have demandocl after the forfoiiuTO of Es, If/XX) 
another security deposit of Ks. 3,000 from tlio Dowan Printing i'ross, Lahore* 

17. The Punjab Oovornraent have prosoribod an issue of tho GurmukhP'K’irti 


Lohar, Meerut, dated Apri 3i;d on tho ground that it contains objectionable mtiiUtr. 
un Punjab wore convincoa and sentenced to a iho of Ks. 

A? Magistrate, Lahoro, for distnbuiiug pamphhds .cciitainiug 

the text of a lottor addrossod to Gandhiji by political prisoners in the Punjab jails 
On refusing to pay tho fine they were soat to Jail fur ouo week. ^ ^ 

Iress Ltd* , and camocl away all copies of tlio issue of IBih March* This search Is 
Sonment^VthrSxTdS^^^ P^hlished in tho paper regarding ccurling im- 


Bmgah 

studonts' 

Ualoutta Secret Police on 


A Federatiun was arrested by tlie 

r«r ^ charge of sedition for dohvcnng a speech at liasrn f’ark« 

. undor tho same 2* awHiuHt Mr, Aiukhmlai 


ss-toBSciiiSJSsk®"”*- Suiii" 
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3, Earn Bmdar Trivedi was sentenced to pay a fine of Es. 100 for having In his 
possession without licence a pistol and some purcussion caps. ^ 

4 Jogesh Chandra Chatterji, an ex-Kakori case prisoner was served with an ex- 
ternment order to leave Bengal, Sj. 8achindra Nath Bakhshii^ an ex-K^ori case 
prisoner, was served with an externment older by the Government of Bengal on 

^^5. ^in order under Section 144 was served on Prof. Eumayun Kahir, President- 
elect of the Bady Krisak Proja Conference, Faridpur, just when the Conference start- 
ed. He was arrested and the meeting was dispersed. 

Borr^ay, 

The police arrested four labour leaders out of a batch of fiften who^ were picketing 
the Ahmedabad Type Foundary, the workers of which had struck owing to dispute 
about wages* 

Delhi, 

Srimati Satyavaii, Socialist leader of Delhi, was arrested on April 21 under 
Section 124 A. I, P* 0. (Sedition) for a speech delivered by her recently in a village 
in Delhi. 

Bihar, 

The house of Babu Indra Bingh, ex-President of Bihar Thana Congress Committee 
was searched by the police on April 9 in his absence. Nothing incriminating was 
found, 

Madras, 

The Madras Government, under Section 19 of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) 
Act, have declared forfeited all copies of “Russian Revolution’* a book published in 
Telugu language. 

N, W. F. 

The Additional District Magistrate, Peshawar, has demanded a security deposit of 
Es. 500 from “Mazdux Risan’*, a Socialist weekly. 

Ajmer 

Maulana Atar Muhammad^ a prominent Congress worker of Beawar who had 
been awarded 6 months* rigorous imprisonment under Section 5 of the Punjab 
Criminal Law Amendment Act was sentenced to 1 month’s rigorous imprisonment 
on appeal to-day by the Sessions Court, Ajmer. 

Mysore State, 

1. By an executive fiat the Mysore Government have withdrawn the permission 
for editing, printing, and publishing three local papers the Tamil Nadu^' ‘^Navajivan^^ 
and ^^Yishwaharmtak\ 

%, An order was issued under Section 144 Cr. P. C. by the Dt. Magistrate bann- 
ing the hoisting of national flag, prohibiting holding of meetings and making speeches. 
The order was defied by residents of the Viduraswatham village in Koiar district 
(about 50 miles from Bangalore) when they assembled at public meeting estimated at 
lOOOO, The gathering was declared an unlawful assembly by the District Magistrate 
who ordered it to disperse. The meeting not having dispersed the police opened fire 
which resulted in several persons being killed and injured. 

S Mr, P. N, Pandit of Shimoga, Mr, B. Tiwari^ Municipal Counoillor, Bangalore, 
and throe others were arrested on April 17 under Section 39 of the Mysore Police 
Regulation for disobeying the order prohibiting the hoisting of the National Flag. 
They were afterwards convicted and sentenced to varying terms of imprisonment 
and fiine. 

4, A prohibitory order was served by Bhimoga police on Messrs. V, Gogi^ 
D* K, Manappa and eleven others on April 18. 

5, Prohibitory orders were served on the President of Hassan District Board 
prohibiting him for a period of two months from addressing meetings within a 
radius of five miles. 

6, Similar orders were passed on Mr. A* A, Kken in Bangalore City. 

7^ Prohibitory orders were also served on Messrs, Bitharam Bastri^ B, K 
Gowda Mahomed Sait and Tf 6, B* Iyengar by District Magistrate, Mysore. 
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8 Seven persons including a Tvoman were convicted in Chitaidrug for defying tho 
order of the District Magistrate. , ^ » t 

9. On the eve of the Bhivpur Congress Convention an order proluintuig tno 
hoisting of the Congress flag was served on many prominent Congrei-sineri thivundKiut 
the State by the District Magistrate of Mysore, Mr. T. SiddaUnga^ FmiUuut and 
Mr. Jois were arrested for breaking the order. 

(Ail the arrestedi and convicted persons have since been released). 


Travancore State : 

1. Members of the Defence Committee Messrs. Pvttam fhrtmi PiUat\ T» if. 
Varghese, K, T. Thomas and K, P. N, Fillai wore served with ordtirn prohiidtin;! 
them from holding any public reception, demonstrations or meetings in any part of 
the Trivandrum District in honour of Mr. N'ariman for a period of two hiohUjh ou 
the alleged ground that a rival section had organised themsedves tcj oppose ifio 
reception. 

2. A restraint order was also served on Mr, AT. F, Nariman proliiliiting him 
from addressing meetings in Trivandam District. 

3. Messrs, P. ST. Kunju and P. N. Krishna PiLlai^ President and Vioe-Preniiioni 
Travancore Labour Association were arrested on March 25 on a wan ant issurd by the 
Magistrate, Alleppey. 

4. A meeting of labourers as Shortally on April 1 was prohibited by tho Difdriot 
Magistrate of Kettayam. 

5. Alleppy police made a severe lathi charge on a procession r»f labourers who 
were demonstrating against the arrest of thdr leaders. Several wc‘re injuri^d and 
Mr. Bava, a labourer, who suffered serious injuries succumbed Inter on. 

6. A sentence of 18 months’ simple imprisonment on a charge of sedition in res- 
pect of an article in a paper was passed on Mr. Narnyana Pflhi\ Advnfjatu. by tlio 
Sessions Judge, Trivandrum. Mr. K F. Nariman of Bombay was refused permission 
to appear in the State’s Court to defend the aocoiisod, 

7. The order of the Quilon District Magistrate prohibiting public meetings and 
other demonstrations have been extended for tw'o months more. 


Other Indian States : 

csL h charge on women has not boon an unfronueut ocrurroi cf^ in Manfia 
State. Several women are reported to havo been' seriously injured in rujapura vill- 
age. A few were arrested. 

.1 convicted and sentenced Mr. Oopaidas ahmwoudn,^, Fr< si- 

amt^naMx^Amnttal Kalidas^ Secretary of tho Mansa TcasantH CornrnhbMj tn l,m 
months imprisonment and a fine of Bs. 50 or in default one monfh’H furtlu^r impri- 
sonment for def^ying the State ban or processions and meetings, Boren othors trii'd 
for the same offence have been fined Rs. 25 each. 

3. Ramdurg State Mounted Police, it is reported, was called out frt disuMrsc a 

a remission of taxes. Twenty porsonH are reported 
to have been injured by the lathi charge, 

ATI o /> loader of Moipur, Kashmir, has nrrcstM 
2 an alleged seditious speech, it is reported that iH> delivered 

establishment of re«<ponsilde tiovern- 
ft of tlie Muslim Conference recently held at dammu 

The speech was considered objectionable by the Government. ^ 

kftM' * state has promulgated an order under Hcction 144 Cr, P. C, kriniiut 
Srestod^tlfree of processions within the Htalc limits and have 

order, ^ ^ of tho Kisans on tlio alleged chargo of violating the prohihiioiy 

arrested Bardar Aima Sm/h, Prcshlont, Haidar 



The Indian National G)ngress 

51st. Session— Haripura— 19th. to 2l8t. February 1938. 

The 51st session of the Indian National Congress opened on the I9tk 
February 1938 at Vithal Nagar in Haripura, Ouiarat in the vast amphitheatre 
the open grandeur and simplicity of which easily marked it out as the 
piece-de-rest$tance of the whole Nagar. With ten-foot bamboo thatti walls skirting 
all round and its six huge gates, the amphitheatre presented the spectacle of a vast 
fortress with menacing battlements from a distance. On a nearer approach, the gates, 
particularly the two main ones opening on Janda Ohowk, revealed glorious examples of 
art with a distinct oriental stamp about them. Stepping into the arena past the 
tri-oolour curtains, which hide the view of the interior through the gates, one 
was suddenly struck by the vast ness of the area which the bamboo thattis hid from 
the public view. 

Oval in shape, the amphitheatre, which has been planned to accommodate more 
than three lakhs, must have entailed the organisers the least labour for all its immen- 
sity. The natural lay of the ground made it immensely {suitable for the purpose of 
the gigantic gathering. Sloping gradually from the river-side, the ground suddenly 
rose in the opposite direction towards the leaders’ dais on the opposite side. The 
neatly marked out enclosures for the delegates from the different Provinces, visitors 
and the press, the spacious dais, with galleries on either side of it, for the Eeception 
Committee members and, crowning all, the brilliantly -lighted rostrum with its artistic 
outlines, marked out by multi-coloured lamps, presented an unforgettable spectacle of 
grandeur and orderliness. 

Long before the meeting was due to commence, the vast visitors’ enclosures began 
slowly but steadily filling up. The villagers, men, women and children, carrying blan- 
kets, began to settle down in orderly fashion for what to them was a memorable event 
in their Jives. Volunteers and Desh Sevikas were busy directing the stream of visitors 
through the proper gates, leading to the different enclosures. 

A seething mass of humanity besieged all gates to the vast amphitheatre whore 
the open session was held and despite the orderly behaviour of the crowd the 
volunteers at the various gates were hai-d put to it to regulate admission. At d-50 
p.m. over two lakhs of people were inside, but largo portions of the amphitheatre 
were still vacant. In fact one part of the visitors’ onclosuro had been filled while the 
other remained partially filled, snowing the vastness of the amphitheatre. The dele- 
gates* enclosure and the Reception Committee gallery however had been completely 
filled. Outside, the villagers nad squatted down patiently in their hundreds to let the 
more impatient pass and then take thoir turn. The gates wore all wide open, people 
pouring in thousands and the vast visitors’ enclosure was steadily filling. The’ sun was 
casting long shadows and in the yellow light the Presidential dais, with a row of saff- 
ron-sareed Sevikas guarding it all round with bands looked in hand, presented a fine 
spectacle. More Sevikas and volunteers lined all routes inside the amphitheatre. 

The presidential procession from the western gate of the open amphitheatre to tho 
dais on the eastern side, cutting right across the amphitheatre, provided an impres- 
sive spectacle. Marohing with military precision the volunteers* hand headed the pro- 
cession. Barbar Gopaldas, Chairman of the Reception Committee, followed immediate- 
ly leading the President. Mr, Bose, wearing a tri-colourod garland and kumkum on 
his forehead, was supported on his left by 8ardar Vallabhbhai Patel, while other 
members of the Working Committee followed in twos. Mr. Sarat Bose brought up the 
rear. Lord Samuel was an interested spectator of tho procession and was seen taking 
pictures of the procession as it neared tho dais. 

The huge gathering, by now more than two lakhs, had just settled down after the 
excitement of the procession when a car moved slowly up to the amphitheatre and 
halted just in front of the dais. There was no mistaking the identity of its occupant. 
Gandhiji emerged and was received by Mr. Bose, -^s Mahatma Gandhi’s frail form 
was sighted, climbing the steps of the huge platform helped by Mr. Bose, the entire 
concourse rose to its feet as one man and hustily cheered the Mahatma, and the bat- 
tery of cameras clicked, the Mahatma’s beaming eyes peeping over his nose. The 
Mahatma slowly raised his hands in acknowledgment to the thunderous cries of ‘Jais’ 
from every side* Mahatma Gandhi, then, as he went to take his seat at the centre of 
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the dais, returned the salutations ot loaders who Lowed to aim. 0<U'i J ■ 

self at the centre under the khadi umbrella placed there ? I,, 1.: 

sun. “Vande Mataram” was then sung, followed hy Tagores moiurn,, son,, of Julu 

“Janaganamana". 


• The Welcome Address 

In tlie course of liis welcome address as Chairman of tho Huccptlon C/onUau t»fn 
Sardar Darbar Oopaldas said 

”I do not know why an ordinary worker liko me should havo horr ma'li' Chair- 
man of the Reception Committeo, There is one thing certainly w.iich is r.uTnuv-iti 
practice in Gujerat and it is this : that we are disci ftliaed solduTh, rraiy lo y 
out the orders of our ohieh You know Sardar Yaliabhbhut. Hui i(erit„r;d 
that all speech-making is to bo left to him, wo have to work away suontly, 
yet if I happen to bo here, you must understand that it is at his II is not 

for me to make a speech, political or other. The political pr^nouncnv'nt will ho 
made by the President My business is to welcome you to-day on behalf of (hip rat 
and, welcoming you as I do on behalf of businesslike Giijcrat, I wiil mak i only a 
brief businesslike speech. 

‘‘My own faith In tho old programme of 1931 is well known and in spito of the 
alteration in details that it has undergone, I think it is that pr»»grarnmo that, is 
ultimately to help us win our freedom. If the value of trutii and and 

of tho oonstruotivo programme that they imply was great for tho initial shups of tho 
struggle, it is greater whilst wo have passed the middle^ stages and, ruo 

nearing the end of the journey It is as a staunch bidiovor in those K'vno, piinctph'w 
and a humble soldier that 1 have the houear to wcicume ytni on tin*- i»anl; of the 
TaptU 

“Since last year wo have begun Congress work In tho vHlarp^s. Fat>d»nr hud the fir ;t 
honour and wo have had the benolit of the exporienco gaun'd at Kaiispur, Ihd f dj 
not know how far wo have succeeded in making full uso of that experbouan >ou 
see here is the result of the labour of hundreds of d'‘volcd vohmiMor woikei.i, Hvo 
of whom have laid down their lives here. Not only Oujerat hut India niourm; Uiu 
loss of Pandit Khare whom all of im miss Iiere so muoli. My shurn In the work 
here is negligible. It is not for mo to say how far wr* have suiMUHf.ir'.d, It wjil be 
for you to give your verdict after tho end of this nifi. uon. All 1 buvfi to do fu-flay 
Is to welcome you cordially on behalf of CJujerat and spcfdully on Whulf of 
the peasants of Bardoli and Kas, whose share has been nut in(;ousid*M‘ubio In muking 
whut history wo have made. And in giving you %voIcoinH, I would also y»*u 
to bear with our many shortcomings, to be |Gontont with what {vunforiu we b.uve 
been able to provide and not to miud tho discomforts that we have not quite 
able to avoid* 


'"VYe are blessed with tho Prestdoniship of one whose life is an tinbrokon rMuroft 
of sacrifice and service and suffering. He comes from a ProvirKie which bus un all 
three previous occasions given Gujerat tho ProHidenfrt of tlio t'ongins'i arid whirh in 
suffering would easily take first rank among the rirovinoei; of thm country. I 
and pray that under tho wise guidance or our ih'csidunt, wu) may march fimlicr 
forward to our goal and add more glorious chapti^rs to our history. 

“Subhas Baba, I roqtaost you to take tho cliair.^* 


Freticlenllal 

Taking the chair, Mr. Suhhas Chandra Bose dulivorod hlH Pnishtonilal AthlreSH. 
The following is the text 

I am deeply sensible of tho honour you have done mo by olmdifig mo m tiio 
President of tho Indian National Congress for tJio coming yf*ur, I am not so 
presumptuous as to think for one moment that I nm in any way wmthy of that 
groat honour. I regard it as a mark of your generosity and as a tribute to iliu youths 
of our country, but for whoso cumulative contribuiion to our natiomil strugghs we 
would not bo where wo are today._rt is with a ucaso of tor amHnqddatVm that 
1 mount tho tribune which has hilhorto boon g^raced by the mout ilhwtrioua 
and daugmars of our motherland. Conscious m I urn of my aurnorous ll 

can only hope and pray that with your sympathy and support I may he able in 
measure to do justice to the high olBco which you have aitol upon 
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At the outset may I 'voice your feelings in placing on record our profound grief 
at the death of SUrimati Swaruprani Nehru, Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose and Dr. 
Sarat Chandra Chatterji. Shrimati Swaruprani Nehru was to us not merely the 
worthy consort of randit Motilal and the revered mother of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru. Her suffering, sacrifice and service in thejf cause of Indians freedom were such 
as any individual could feel proud of. As compatriots we mourn her death and our 
hearts go out in sympathy to Pandit Nehru and other members of the bereaved 
family. 

To Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, India will always remain beholden for being tho 
first to secure her an honoured place in the modern scientific world. A nationalist 
to the core of his heart, Sir Jagadish gave his life not merely to Science but to 
India as well. India knows it and is grateful for it. We convey our heartfelt sympathy 
to Lady Bose. 

Through the untimely death of Dr. Sarat Chandra Chatterji India has lost one of 
the brightest stars in her literary firmament. Though his name has been for years an 
household word in Bengal, he is not less known in the literary world of India. But 
if Sarat Babu was great as a litterateur, he was perhaps greater as a patriot. The 
Congress in Bengal is distinctly poorer to-day because of his death. We send our 
sincerest condolence to the members of his family. 

Before 1 proceed further I should like to bow my head in homage to the memory 
of those who have laid down their lives in the service of the country since the 
Congress met last year at Faizpur. I should mention especially those who died in 
prison or in internment or soon after release from internment I should refer in 
particular to Syi Harendra Munshi, a political prisoner in the Dacca Central Jail, who 
laid down his life the other day as a result of a hunger-strike. My feelings are still 
loo lacerated to perrnit me to say much on this subject. I shall only ask you if 
there is not “something rotten in the state of Denmark” that such bright and 
promising souls as Jatin das, Sardar Mahabir Singh, Ramkrishna Nama Das, Mohit 
Mohan Maitra, Harendra Munshi and others should foel the urge not to live 
life but to end it ? 

^ When we take a bird’s eye- view of the entire panorama of human history the first 
thing that strikes us is the rise and fall of empires. In the East as well as in the 
West, empires have invariably gone through a process of expansion and after reach- 
ing the zenith of prosperity, have gradually shrunk into insignificance and somotiraos 
death, Xiie Roman Empire of the ancient times and the Turkish and Austro- 
Hungarian empires of the modern period are striking examples of this law. The 
empires in India— -the Maurya, Gupta and the Moghul empires — are no exception to 
this rule. In the face of these objective facts of history can auy one be so bold as 
to maintain that there is in store a different fate for the British Empire ? That 
Empire stands to-day at one of the cross-roads of history. It will either go tho way 
of other empires or it must transform itself into a federation of free nations. Either 
course is open to it. The Czarist empire collapsed in 1917 but out of its debris 
sprang the Union of Soviet Socialist I^ublics. There is still time for Great Britain 
to take a leaf out of Russian history, will she do so ? 

Socialism and ms Empibb 

The British Empire is a hybrid phenomenon in politics. It is a peculiar combina- 
tion of self-government countries, partially self-governing dependencies and autocra- 
tically governed colonies. Constitutional device and human ingenuity may bolster up 
this combination for a while but not for ever. If the internal incongruities arc not 
removed in good time then quite apart from external pressure, the empire is sure to 
break down under its own strain. But oan the British Empire transform itself 
into a federation of free nations with one bold sweep ? It is for the British people 
to answer this question. One thing, however, is certain. This transforraatioa will 
be possible only if the British people become free in their own homos— only if Great 
Britain becomes a 'socialist state. There is an inseparable connection between tbo 
capitalist mling classes in Great Britain and the colonies abroad* As Lenin pointed 
out long ago, ‘Reaction in Great Britain is strengthened and fed by the enslavoment 
of a number of nations.’'’ The British aristrocraey and bourgeoisie exist primarily 
because there are colonies and overseas dependencies to exploit The emancipation 
of the latter will undoubtedly strike at the very existonoe of the capitalist ruling 
classes in Great Britain and precipitate the establishment of a socialist regime in that 
country* It should therefore be clear that a Socialist order in Great Britain is 
Impossible of acMeyement without the liqtudation of colonialism and that we who 
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are Oghting for the political freeilora of India and other enslayed 
I British Empire are incidentally fighting for the economic emancipation of the Britwn 

^^Ttls^a well-known truism that every empire is based on the 
rule. But I doubt if any empire in the world has practised this P“ffy f? 
systematically and ruthlessly as Great Britain. In accordance with this 
power was handed over to the Irish people, Ulster was will 

Ireland. Similarly, before any power is handed over to the Palestinians, the Jaws win 
be separated from the Arabs. An internal partition is necessary in .order to ueutrahsa 
the transference of power. The same principle of partition appears in a different form 
in the new Indian Constitution. Here wo find an attempt to separam the d^ront 
communities and put them into water-tight compartments. And in the bederai 
scheme there is a juxtapositioa of autocratic Prmoes and demoorattcally 
representatives from British India. If the new Constitution is finally rejected, whether 
owing to the opposition of British India or owing to the refusal of the Frincea to 
joining it, I have no doubt that British ing.'muity will seek some other constitutional 
device for partitioning India and thereby neutralising the transference of power to 
the Indian people. Therefore, any constitution for India which omanatos fronx 
Whitehall must be examined with the utmost care and caution. 


The policy of divide and rule, though it has its obvious advantages, is by no 
means an unmixed blessing for the ruling power. As a matter of fact it creates new 
problems and new embarassmonts. Great Britain seems to bo caught th® meshes of 
her own political dualism resulting from her policy of divide and rule, w ill she please 
the Moslem or the Hindu in India ? Will she favour the Arab or tho Jew in Falestine, 
the Arab or the Kurd in Iraq? Will she side with the King or the Wafd in Lgypt/ 
The same dualism is visible outside the Empire, In the case of Spain, Britrsh poli- 
ticians are torn between such alternatives as Franco and tho lawful OovornmeiK"— 
and in the wider field of European politics butweon France and Germany, Tho 
contradictions and Inoonsistonoies in Britain^s ^ foreign policy are the direct outcome 
of the heterogenous composition of her Empire. The British Cabinet has to please 
the Jews because she cannot ignore Jewish high finance. On the other hand, the 
India OflSce and Foreign Ofiloe have to placate the Arabs because of Imperial 
interests in the Near East and In India. Tho only means whoreby Great Britain 
can free herself from suoh contradictions and lnoousi.stcnoie8 Is by transforming the 
Empire into a federation of free nations. If she could do that, she would be per- 
forming a miracle in history. But if sho fails, she must reconcile herself to the 
gradual dismemberment of a vast oinpiro where tho sum is supfioscd not to sot. Let 
not the lesson of the Austro- ilungariun Empire bo lost on tho British peoplo, 

The British Empire at the present moment in suirering^ from strain at a number of 
points. Within the Empire on tho oxtrorae West tliero is Ireland and on the ex- 
treme East, India. In the middle lies Falestine with tho adjoining countries of Egypt 
and Iraq. Outside the Empire there is the pressure exerted by Italy in the Medi- 
terranean and Japan in the Far East, both of those countries being militant aggres- 
sive and imperialist Against this background of unro.4t slantls Soviet Russia whose 
very existence strikes terror into tho hearts of tlio ruiing ciassos in every Imperialist 
State, How long oau the British Erapiro withstand tho cumulative effect of this pres- 
sure and strain ? 


To-day, Britain can hardly call herself “The Mistress of the Seas,” Her pheno- 
menal rise in the 18fch and I9th centuries was tho result of her sea power, m de- 
cline as an empire in the 20th century will be tho outcome of the omergenoe of a 
new factor In the world history— Air Force. It was duo to this new factor. Air Force, 
that an impudent Italy could successfully challenge a fully mobilised British Navy in 
the Mediterranean. Britain can rearm on land, soa and air up to the utmost limit. 
Battleships may still stand up to bombing from the air, bat air force as a powerful 
element in modern warfare has come to stay, Disranoes have been obliterated and 
despite all anti-air-oraft defences, London ues at the mercy of any bombing squardon 
from a Continental centre. In short, air force has revolutionised modern warfare, des- 
troyed the insularity of Great Britain and rudely disturbed the balance of power in 
world-politics. The clay feet of a gigantic Empire now stands exposed as it has never 
been before. 


A FjsnxRan Bswmuc vob Imxi 


Amid this interplay of world foroes India emerges much stronger than sho hm 
ever been beforOf Ours Is a vast country with a population of BSO mliUons* Our 
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vastuess in area and in ]>opnlation has hitlicrto heon a sonroe of weakness. It is to- 
day a souree of sirongth if we can only stand united and boldly faco our rulers, 
Prom the standpoint of Indian unity the lirst thing to remomher is that the division 
between British India and tlie Indian States is an entirely artitioial one, India is one 
and the hopes and aspirations of the people of Biitish India and of the Indian States 
are identical. Our goal is that of an independent India and in ray view that goal can 
be attained only through a federal ropuhlie in which the Provinces and the States 
will be willing printers. The Congress has, time and agfiin, olXered its sympathy and 
moral support to the movcmont carried on by the Btatt>s’ subjects for the establish- 
ment of democratic government in what is known as Indian India. It may l>e that 
at this moment our hands are so full that the Congress is not in a position to do 
more for onr compatriots in the States. But oven to-day thoro is nothing to prevent 
individual Congressmen from actively espousing the cause of the States’ subjects 
and participating in thoir struggle. There are people in tho Congress like myself 
who would like to see tho Congress particijiating more actively in tho movement of 
the States’ siii)jeot. I personally hope that in the near future it will bo possible for 
the Indian National Congress to take a forward step and offer a helping hand to 
onr fellow-lightors in the States. Let us not forget that they need our sympathy 
and our help. 

RiaHTS^OF Minoetties 

Talking of Indian unity, the next thing that strikes us is the problem of the 
minorities. The Congress has, from time to time, declared its policy on this question. 
The latest authoritative pronouncement made by tho All-India Congress Committee 
at its meeting in Calcutta in October, 1937, runs thus : 

“Tho Congress has solemnly and repeatedly declared its policy in regard to the 
rights of the miuoiities in India and has stated that it considers it its duty to 
protect these rights and ensure tho widest possible! scope for tho development of those 
minorities and their participation in tho fullest measure in the political, economic and 
cultural life of the nation. Tho objective of tho Congress is an independent and united 
India where no class or group or majority or minority may exploit another to its own 
ailvantage, and where all tho elements in the nation may co-operate together for the 
common good and the adyancemont of tho people of India. This objective of 
unity and mutual co-operation in a common freedom does not moan tlm supprossion 
in any way of the rich variety and cultural diversity of Indian life, which have to 
be preserved in order to give freedom and opportunity to tho individual as well as 
to each group to develop nnliindored according to its capacity and inclination. 

“In view, however, of attempts having b(‘on made to misintorprot the Congress 
policy in this regard, tho All-India Congress Committee desire to reiterate this 
policy. The Congress has included in its r(*solutiou on Fundamental Rights that 

(i) Every oitlzon of India has the right of free oxpiession of opinion, the right 
of free association and combination and the right to aHsemhlc peacefully and without 
arms, lor a purpose not opposed to law or morality. 

(ii) Every citizen shall enjoy freedom of consoionco and the right freely to profess 
and practise his religion, auijject to public order and morality. 

(iii) Tho culture, language and script of the minorities and of the different linguis- 
tic areas shall be protected, 

(iv) All citizens are equal before tho law, irrcspoctivo of religion, caste, creed 
or sex. 

(v) No disability attaches to any citizen by reason of his or her' religion, easte, 
creed or sox, in regard to public employraont, office of power or lionour, and in tlie 
exercise of any trade or calling. 

(vi) All citizens have equal rights and duties in regard to wells, tanks, roads, 
schools and places of public resort, maintained out of State, or local funds, or dedicated 
by private persons for tho uso of the gonoral public. 

(vii) Tho State shall observe neutrality in ri*gard to all religions. 

(viii) The franchise shall ho on the basis of universal a<lult sutlrago# 

(ix) Every citizen is free to move throughout India and to stay and settle in any 
part thereof, to acquire property and to follow any trade or calling* and to ho treated 
equally with regard to legal prosecution or protection in all parts of India. 

“These clauses of tho Fundamental Bights resolution make it clear that there 
should he no interference in matters of conacience, r eligion or culture, and a minority 
is entitled to keep its personal law without any change in this respect being fmposedi 
by the majority. 
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‘‘The positioa of the Congress in regard to the communal dt‘*n\ion hunn le- 
peatedly made clear in Oougross^ resolutions and finally in the Ebnuion Manifest*) 
issued last year. The Oongress^ is opposed to this decision as it is anti^mtiourd, 
anti-demooratio and it is a barrier to Indian frtK^ora and the dovelopm+un. of fn iisui 
unity. Nevertheless, tho Congress has declared that a change in or liupeiso-ision oi 
the Communal Decision should only bij brought about by the natural agrooment of 
the parties concerned, Tho Congress has always wclconied and is proparod to Lila 
advantage of any opportunity to bring about such a chetngo by mutual agreemfiiit. 

“In all mutters affecting tho minorities in India, the Cungross wishcK to pruoned 
by their co-operation and through thoir goodwill in a common undortaking and for 
the realisation of a common aim which is the fieedum and hoUurmunt of all the 
people of India.” 

The timo is opporluuo for renewing our efforts for tho Huai solution of fhia 
problem. I believe I am voicing the feedings of all Congressmen when I say that 
we are eager to do our very best to arrive at uu agreed solution, consistent with tine 
fundamental principles of nationalism. It is untiecessarv for mfi to go into dMtails 
as to the linos on whicdi a solution should take place. Mu<di us«‘ful giound \wi 
already been covered in past confereuces and couversatious, I shall murcly add that 
only by emphasising our common interests, economic and political, wo cut 

across communal divisions and dissensions. A policy of live and lot live in mailers 
religious and an understanding in matters oconomic and political should mir 
objective. Though tho Muslim problem looms large whenever we think of the fines, 
tionofthe minorities, and though wo are anxious to ilnally settle this problem, 
I must say tliat tho Congress is equally desirous of doing justice 'to tiui other minm i* 
ties, and specially tho so-called depressoil classes whose numbiir is a very on**. 
1 would put if to tho mombors of tho miuority ooramimitios iu India to oniisid.ir 



muuitios would bo boiiuiitod as muuli us any othor Huotioii of tho ludiiiti iiopuluiiioi. 
Moreoyor, ;f aftur tho canturo of political power, mitioua! rocoiislniotiuu liik«‘s piano 
on socialistic linos— as I havo no doubt it will— it is (ho “havii-ncts” who will boiuiiit 
at the expense of the havi's and the Indian masses have to be cdassilled among tite 
have-nots . Ihere remains hut cue question which may be a source of anxiety t<» 
the minorities, VIZ,, religion m the aspect of culture that is iutsed on religteti. ' Iht 
this Mostioii, tUw Coiip;ross iiolicy in oiio of live and lot Iivo~a policy of complete 
iiou-mtorforouco iii matiors of wmsoioiioo, udifpoii and cull.iro as \v.ill us culliual 
autonomy fur tho difloront linguistic aruas. Tho Muslims liav, tluu-.-foiv, iiuUiiito to 
fear in tho ovoiit of Imlm wiiiniiig hut- freudom— on the oimtniiv tlicv havo cvoiv 
tiling to gam. feo far as fjio roli^'iDUs and .social di..al>ilitics of tlm so-callut doiii'iiiiMtd 
classes aro concoriiod, It IS well known tlial diiriu^^ Urn last sovonlron years tho 

"> tliom, and 1 havo no doubt 

that tho day is not far off when such di.salii lilies will by a Ihiuf; of tho past. 

1 shall now tmucood to considor tho uioihod which tho CoiiK'ross .should imnmo in 
the years lo oomo as well as its rolo in tho nalumal sliiiKf'lu, I boliovo more than 
evor that tho mothod should bo “sutysKruha” or noii-violmii’ «ou-co4|h>iX ,i 1 . 
widest sonsj) of tho torm, luyiudui}; civil Uisobcdicuou. It would not L oorroct to 
call our motUod piwsivo losistouco. “Satyagralia", as I uadunitaiul it, is not nivndv 
“u •? a« woll, thmifih 1 fiat activity iinist is* of a 

n jn-violont uharactui. It is nveussary to tuiniiul our couniryniuii ttial satvai'niiia or 
nmi-violont uoii-oo-oiioration may have to ho resorted to Tho M of 

iflioo m tho piovincos as an o.'tporinwiital moasuru slioiihl not Iratl ns fo think thal 
our future activity is toho oonhned within tlio.limits ol wirivl coiisUtulioiialisra Tlo'io 
IS every possiiiility that a dotwrmind oiiposltion io llio foroiUlo itiaui'iiratiou of i*’.>dorii- 
tion may land us in another big oampaign of civil .li^hodiaiico. 

In our slrugglo for indopoiidoiico we may adopt oitlior of iwo altcrnativos w.. 

r?*";.!";;™; Sf fr SkS s.*! ' . 

to use any power that wo may oaptnro while im tho raaroli. Wo mav on ilio oilier 
ui»>K''l‘'latiiig our positictt wliilo we eoiitiiiuo our slrtigulo for I’lirna 
bwataj or cem[»l<‘it^ indefiendence. iM'om the luiiut of view ui pidiioieie b<»th tho 
«.fw, 'r.iT '■''‘'.“‘“y Wtoptalde and a in4 conidderatton iloofiK 
But wo fciuould outsider very carofully at every HUupi uh to which ;tlhoajaHv»i wfiuiii 
e laaoro ooudueive to our uatioual advtUicomotti* iu oitJior case t]jo ultimiilo utug*? 
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in our progress will be the seTerance of British conoeotion. When that severance 

takes place and there is no trace left of British domination, we shall be in a posi- 

tion to determine our future relations with Great Britain through a treaty of alliance 
voluntarily^ entered into by both parties. What our future relations with Great 
Britain will or should be, it is too early to say. That will depend to a large extent 
on the attitude of the British people themselves. On this point I have been greatly 
impressed by the attitude of the President De Talera. Like the President of Eire, 
I should also say that we have no enmity towards the British people. We are 
fighting Great Britain and we want the fullest liberty to determine our future rela- 
tions with her. But once we have real self-doteimination there is no reason why 
we should not enter into the most cordial relations with the British people. 

I am afraid there is a lack of clarity in the minds of many Congressmen as to 

the role of the Congress in the history of our national struggle. I know that thoro 

are friends who think that after freedom is won, the Congress party, having achieved 
its objective should wither away. Such a conception is entirely erroneous. The 
party that wins freedom for India should be also the party that will put into effect 
the entire programme of post-war reconstruction. Only those who have won power 
can handle it properly. If other people are pitchforked .into seats of power which 
they were not responsible for oaptnnng, they will lack that strength, confidence and 
idealism which is indispensable for revolutionary reconstruction. It is this which 
accounts for the difference in the record of the Congress and non-Congress minis- 
tries in the very narrow sphere of provincial autonomy. 

No, there can be no question of the Congress Paity withering away alter political 
freedom is won. On the contrary the party will have to take over power, assume res- 
ponsibility for administration and put through its programme of reconstruction. Only 
there will it fulfil its role. If it were to forcibly liquidate itself, chaos would follow. 
Looking at post “War Europe we find that only in those countries has there been orderly 
and continuous progress where the party which seized power undertook the work of 
reconstruction, I know that it will be argued that the continuance of a party in such 
circumstances, standing behind the State, will convert that State into a totalitarian 
one ; but I cannot admit the charge. The State will possibly become a totalitarian 
one, If there be only one party as in countries like Russia, Germany and Italy. But 
there is no reason why other parties should be banned. Moreover, the party itsolf 
will have a democratic basis, unlike for instance the Nazi Party, which is based on the 
“Leader Principle”. The existence of more than one party and the democratic basis 
of the Congress Party will prevent the future Indian State becoming a totalitarian 
one. Further, the democratic basis of the party will ensure that leaders are not 
thrust upon the people from above, but are elected from bolow. 

Though it may be somewhat premature to give a detailed plan of reconstruction, 
we might as well consider some of the principles according to which our future 
social reconstruction should take place. I have no doubt in my mind that our chief 
national problems relating to the eiadication of poverty, illiteracy and disease and 
to scientific production and distribution can bo elTeotivoly tackled only along socia- 
listic lines. The very first thing which our future national Government will have 
to do would be to set up a commission for drawing up a oomprehonsive plan of 
reconstruction. The plan will have two parts— an immediate programme and a long 
period programme. In drawing up the first part the immediate objectives which will 
have to be kept in view will be three-fold— firstly, to prepare the country for self- 
sacrifice ; secondly, to unify India and thirdly, to give scope for local and cultural 
autonomy. The second and third objectives may afipear to be contradictory but they 
are not really so whatever political talent or genius we may possess as a people will 
have to be used in reconciling these two objectives. We shall have to unify the 
country so that we may bo able to hold India against any foreign invasion, while 
unifying the country through a strong Central Government we shall have to put all the 
minority communities as well as the provinces at their ease by allowing them a large 
measure of autonomy in cultural as well as Govorumontal affairs. Especial efforts will 
be needed to keep our people together when the load of foreign domination is 
removed because alien rule has demoralised and disorganisod as to a degreo- To 
promote national unity we shall have to develop our lingua franca and a common 
script Further, with the help of such modern scientific contrivances as aeroplanes, 
telephone, radio films, television etc, we shall have to bring the different parts of 
India close to one another and through a oommon educational policy we shall have 
to toter a common spirit among the entire population. 

So far as our lingua franoa is oouceraed, I am inclinod to think that the distinotiou 
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between Hindi and Urdn ic an artifloial one. _ The most aaturH 1 

be a mixture of the two snob as is sj.okon m daily life m lar«o 

try and this common language may bo wriUon m either of the tw()^ 

or Urdu. I am aware that there are people m India who J’ ,, 

the two scripts to the exclusion of t&e other. Our policy, bower, should 

one of exclusion. We should allow tlie fullest latitude 

same time, I am inclined to think that the ultimate .solution ^’ 1 “ best sol utu 
would be the adoption of a script that would, bring us into lino tiw rut ot ti c 
world. Perhaps, some of our countrymoa will /rape with horror when tUty^ 
the adoption ot the Roman script, lint I would beg them to , 
from the scientific and historical point of Fiew.. If wo do that, wp ■‘’b^h .5'," ^ 'Jl- 
once that there is nothing sacrosanct in a script. The h.agari script, J 

to-day, has passed through several phases of evolution. Beai(k‘.s, “'f* . 
provinces of India have their own script and thoro is the Urdu script ’■'lusb i" ‘ 
largely by the Urdu-speaking public in India, and by both ^ ushms and 11 mdu.. 
in Fovinoes like the Punjab and Sind. In view ot such diversity flic ( ho n o - 
uniform script for the whole of India should be mado m a thoroughly wpcutino amt 
impartial spirit, free from bias of ovory kind. I confess that thuro was a timo ^b”" j 
felt that it would bo anti-national to adopt a foreign script. But my visit *;0 
in 1934 was responsible for converting me. I then roiilisod for thu first time wiia, 
a great advantage it was to have the same script as the rest p[ . too 
as our masses are concerned, since more than 90 por cent are illitorate and aro 
familiar with any script, it will not mattor to them which script we introduco wium 
they are educated. The Roman script will, moreover, facilitate thtnr Joarnm^ d 
European iangaago, I am quite aware how unpopular the imim^iiato aaoptioti oi tinj 
Roman script would be in our country. Neyortheless I would bog my countrymen tu 
consider what would be the wisest solution in the long run. 


With regard to the long-period programme for a free India, tho first problem t(» 
tackle is that of inoroasing population. I do not dosiro to go into tho UmoretjCiU 
qiiestion as to whether India is over-populated or not I Birauly want to 
that where poverty, starvation and disease are stalking tho land,^ wo cannot 
have our population mounting up by thirty millions during a single ducauc. 
poi)ulation goes up by leaps and hounds, as it has dono in tho roeent pasr, our plans 
are likely to fall tlirough. It will therefore he desirable to rnstriot our population 
until we are able to food, olotlio and (fducato those who already oxlsi. It is not 
ueoossarv at this stage to proseribo the mtithods that should^ bo adopted to provont n 
further inoreaso in population. But I would urge that public altoution bo drawn to 
this question. 

Kegardiog reconstruction, our principal problem will bo how to oradioato poverty 
from our country. That will require a radical ^ reform of our latyl 
system including tho abolition of landlordism. Agricultural indubtodnoHS ' will 
have to bo liquidated and provision mado for cheap , (uodit for the rural 
population. An extension of the co-operative muvemout will be necessary for the 
benefit of both producers and consumers. Agnculture will have to bt3 pul on a 
scientific basis with a view to inoroasing the yield from tho land. To solve the 
economic problem, agricultural improvoment will not bo enough, A comprehensive 
scheme of industrial development under state-ownership and state-control will bo 
indispensabh}. A now industrial system will have to be built up in place of the 
old OD 0 which has collapsed as a result o£ mass production abroad and alien rulo 
at homo. The planning commission will have to consider oarefully and decide which 
of the homo industries could be revived despite tho corapotitioa of motlern fn<jtorujs 
and in wliich sphere, largo scale production should bo oncouragod, llcvyovcr much 
we may dislike modern industnalism and condemn the evils which follow in its train, 
we cannot go back to the pre-industrial oras, oven if we desire to do so, ft is wull 
therefore that wo should reconcilo ourselves to induHtriaiisation and dovisu menus 
to minimise its evils and at the same time explore tho possibilities of ruvivmg 
cottage industries where there is a possibility of their surviving tho inevitabki «om- 
potition of factories. In a country like India, thoro will bu plenty of room for 
cottage industnos, especially in the case of industries including haudspinning and 
weaving allied to agriculture. 


I,4ast but not least, tho fiStato on tho arlvioo of a planning mmmiSHion, will lmv»] 
to adopt a comprehensive Sidiame for gradually socialising our entire agricultural 
and industrial system iu both the spheres of production and appropriation, Extra 



342 THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS f haripura.— 

capital will have to be procured for this, whothoc through iLitoriul or external loans, 
or through inflations. 

Opposing or resisting the provincial part of the coristilutioti will ho hardly possible 
now, since the Congross Party has accepted offloo in seven out of olovon provinces. 
•All that could be done would bo to strenglhou and consolidate the Congress as a 
result oC it. I am one of those who wore not in favour of taking otfl<) 0 — not heoatise 
there was something iuhereiilly wrong in doing so, not because no good could come 
out of that policy, but because it was approheudod that the evil effocts of offioo- 
acoeptanoe would out-weigh the good. To-day I can only hope that my forebodings 
were unfounded. 

How can we strengthen and consolidate the Congress while our Ministers are in 
office ? The first thing to do is to change the composition and cliaracter of the 
bureaucracy. If this is not done the Congress party may come to grief. In every 
country, tlio Ministers como and go, but the stool frame of the permanent service 
remains. If tliat is not altered in composition and charaister, the Governmental 
party and its cabinet are likely to prove ineffective in putting their principles into 
practice. This is what liappohod in the case of the Social Democratic party in post- 
war Germany and perhaps in the case of the Labour party in Groat Britain in 1924 
and 1929, It is the permanent services who really rule in every country. In India 
they have been created by the British and in the higher ranks they are largely 
British in composition. Their outlook and mentality is in most cases neither Indian 
nor national. A national policy cannot be executed until the permanent services 
become national in outlook and mentality. The difficulty, of course, will be that the 
higher ranks of the perraanont services being under Hie statute, directly under the 
Secretary of Slate for India and not under the Piovinoial Governments, it will not 
be easy to alter their composition. 

Secondly, the Congress Ministers in the different Provinces should, while they 
are in office, introduce schemes of reconstruction in the spheres of education, health, 
prohibition, prison reform, irrigation, industry, land-reform, workers’ welfare, etc. 
In this matter, attempts should be made to have, as far^ as possible, a uniform policy 
for the whole of India, This uniformity could bo brought about in either of two 
ways. The Congress Ministers in the different provinotis could themsclvos com© 
togelhor'— as the Labour Ministers did in October 1937 in Calcutta— and draw 
up a uniform programme. Over and above this, this Congress Working Committee, 
wdiich is the supremo executive of the Congress, could lend a helping hand by giving 
directions to tho different deiiurtmonts of the Congress-controlled Provincial Govern- 
monts in tho light of such advice as it may get from its own exports. Tins will 
mean that tlio members of tho Oongims Working Committee shouM be convorsont 
with the j}robloms that come within tho purview of the Congress (Jovernments iu 
the Proviuces, It is not in tended that they should go into the details of lulminislra- 
fion. All that is needed is that they should have a general undorsiauding of tho 
different problems so that they could lay down tho broad linos of policy. In this 
respect the Congress Working Committee could do much more than it has hitherto 
done and unless it does so I do not see how that body can keep an effective control 
over the different Congress Ministrios. 

Al this stage, I should liko to say something more about tho role of the Congress 
Working Committoo. This Committee in my judgment, is not morely tho directing 
brain of the national army of iighters for freedom. It is also the shadow of the 
Oabiuut of an indopundent India and it should function accordingly. This is not 
an invention of my own. It is tho rolo which bus boon assigned to similar bo«lieH 
in other countries that have fought for thoir national omaucipation, I am one of those 
who think in terms of a froe Imim— who visualise a national Govornment in this 
country within tho brief span of our own life. It is cousoquently natural for us to 
iirg© that tho Working Committee should feel and function as the shallow cabinet of 
a free India. This is what President do Valera’s Itopublican (ifovorumoiit did when 
it was fighting the British Government and was on the run. And this is whai the 
executive of the \Tafd Party in Egypt did before it got into office. The members of 
the Working Committee, while carrying on tlieic day to day work, should, accord- 
ingly, study the problems they will have to tackle in tho oveut of thoir capturing 
political power. 

More important than the duestioa of the proimr working of the Congress Govcrii- 
menfes is the immediate problem of how to oppose the mauguration of tho Federal 
part ol t!he Oonstitation* The Oongresi attitude towards the proposed Federal schema 
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has lioen oloaily stat<'d in tho rnsolution aooph^l hv fho Woi’kinj^ ,i> 

Wardlia on Pnl»ruary 4, 193R, which wiil he Ihi,^ ufh}r tht> 

Hiihjocts Comraittoo* iius considored it. That resolution : 

“The (^onfjress has rejected the now constitution and <ieo!an»d that a ctoedifujiiri 
for India which can bo accepted by the people must ]»e based on indcp'»ndon/‘»‘ an i 
can only he framed by tho people themselves hy means of a Cionslituent A^»:;enil)iv 
without the mterfcreuce by any foroif^n authority. Adlierin,i^ to this polieiv rd' 
tion, the Congress has, however, permitted tho formation in the PioviiK’es *jf e -is 
Ministries with a view to strengthening the nation in its slrugirlt* fordud'^iicn h*n<'M, in 
regard to tho proposed Federation, no such consideration applies even provdsitHi.diy 
or for a period, and the imposition of this Pedoration will do grave in)uri'*s to Jofln 
and tightim the bonds which hold her under tho suhjiHdion of an imperialist dumina- 
tion. This scheme of Federation excludes from the spliore of responhihility the vital 
functions of a Government. 

“This Congress is not opposed to tho hlna of federation, hut a ned federal ion nui.Nt, 
even apait from the question of responsibility, consist of free units, enjuying rrmre 

or less the same measure of freedom and civil liberty and reproKontation by a d>‘njM- 

oratic process of election. Indian States participating in the FedfO’ation fdiould apfuo-d- 
niate to the provinces in the establishment of repr(‘scnfativc institutions, rcMponsiUM 
Government, civil liberties and tlio method of rdoction the Ff*dornl Other- 

wise Federation, as it is now coiitemplahsl, will instead of huildinij Indian unitv, *' 0 - 
conrago separatist tendenoii's and involve tho State in internal and <*xtcrnal cunnief. 

“The Congress, thoroforo, roiterais its condemnation of I ho projj-^sMd sch'unc 
and calls upon Provincial and local Cimgress Committees and the peojdr* generalK a; 
well as Provincial (4ovcrnments and Ministries, to provmif its inaicmralion, 

“In the event of an attempt being made to impose it, despite tho d»‘elats*d will of 

the people, such an attempt must be combatinl in every way and the pniviiicial j^^v- 

ernraonts and ministries must refuse to co-operate with It. 

“In case such a contingency arises the A. I. C. 0. is authorised and diioclcd fo 
determine the line of action to be pursued in this rcgaid.^^ 


I should like to add some raoro arguments to explain otir aftltiide of lUHtompi-mnbi- 
ing hostility towards the nroposed Federation. One of the olgh^dionalde fealuVe 
of tho Federal acherao relates to the oommerial and liuanciul nafepuards in the m-^v 
Constitution. Not only will tho people continue to bo d<‘privc>{ of auv iiow^t mnr 
dtdence or foieign policy, hut the major portion of fh<^ expcndilure will aim he 
cntucly out of nopnlar control. According tu the hud|';ef of the Central (loveinmouf 
fur the year 1^37-38, the Army expenditure comes to 44.5i crorei nf riipe.*n Mbl't tiJ 
aulliqris) out of a total expenditure of 77,0:) »treres of ruper's (U nHM milhou i ■ 
that IS, roughly 57 per cent of tho total expenditun? of the <?entiai (bivernmeht G 
appears that the reserved side of tho Fedora! Govio-nrnenf whie.h will be eoniroilei 
by the Govenior-General, will handle about 80 per cent of the Federal nximbiUnm 
Moreover, bodies like the Reserve Rank and tho Federal Railway authoritv nr o 
already created or will bo created which will work ns imptriim la wimrin 

uncontrolled by a Federal legislature. The logrslafure wtli bo deurivod of 

the powers it possesses at present to direct and influenoo railway pohVv and it will 
not have any voice in detormaiing tlio tmrrimoy and exchangt* pnlicv of tho umintrv 
which has a vital bearing on it.s uomiomio development, ^ 

The fact that tho oxtornal affaiis will bo a reserved suhjt^ct under the F<»»hoMl 

Government Will prcjudieud y alluct the fniodom of the Indian LegiHlrituro nn^nu! 

elude trade agreements and will seriously rcstricr, i» oflVof, lisoHl anlonmnv. m 
Federal Ooverament will not bo under any constitutional oldigatiou to pluim s iHi 
trade ngreernents before the eguslaturo lor their ratiaoatioit. Kvmi as thVy doHim 
at present, to give an undertaking to nlnco the fnde-IMtish Tindo Arreemonf b * h r 
the Indian Logislativo Assemhlv, the so-called Fiscal Aufenmmy buivUtion 
have no moaning unless sUimiated that no trade agrmunimt on behalf of I din s m 
be signed by any party without its ratifhmtimi bv the Indian hi t w 

oonneehon, )[ should like to state that I am ddiniihly of ^ opinion Itmt ln/l in 

.Jam'll ugrecmont.s with countries like fhnummv, i Veil Ls ov a 

Italy and the Umted States of America with whom Bfie hm hnl close frade.ivht m n 
m the past But under the new constitution, it will not im with i t iV im ^ 

agreemiX^^^^ aoverumeut to enter into such bilutorid tindo 

The iniquitous and inequitable commercial safe/fuards emijodied in the Act wili 
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malce it impossible for any effective measures to be adopted in order to protect and 
promote Indian national mdastries, especially whore they might, as they often do, 
conflict with British commercial or industrial interests. In addition to the Oovernor- 
General’s Special Eesponsibility to soo that provisions with rogaid to discrimination, 
as laid down in the Act, are duly carried out, it is also his duty to prevent any 
action which would subject British goods imported into India to any kind of discri- 
minatory or penal treatment. A careful study of those stringent and wide provi- 
sions will show that India can adopt no measures against British competition which 
the Governor-General cannot, in effect, stultify or veto whether in the legislative or 
in the administrative sphere. It is, of course, preposterous to permit foreigners in 
this country to compete with the nationals on equal terms and there can be no 
genuine Swaraj if India is to be denied the power to devise and adopt a national 
economic policy including the right, if her interests so require, of differentiating 
between nationals and non-nationals. In a famous article in Young India under the 
caption ‘*Th0 Giant And The Dwarf written soon after the conclusion of the Gandhi- 
Irwin Pact in 1931 Mahatma Gandhi declared plainly that ‘Ho talk of no discrimi- 
nation between Indian interests and Euglish or European is to perpetuate Indian 
helotage. 'What is equality of rights between a giant and a dwarf ?” Even the 
meagre powers enjoyed by the Central Legislature at present to enact a measure 
like the reservation of the Indian coastal trade for Indian-owned and Indian-managed 
vessels has been taken away under the so-called reformed constitution. Shipping is 
a vital industry which is essential for defensive as well as for economic purposes, 
but all the accepted and legitimate methods of developing this key industry includ- 
ing those adopted even by several British dominions, are henceforth rendered 
impossible for India. To justify^ such limitations on our sovereignty on the ground 
of “leciprocity’’ and “partnership*' is literally to add insult to injury. The right of 
the future Indian Parliament to differentiate or discriminate between nationals and non- 
nationals whenever Indian interests require it, should remain intact and this right we 
cannot sacrifice on any account I would, in this connection, cite the Irish parallel. 
The Irish Nationality and Citizenship in connection with the electoral system, entry 
into public life, merohaut shipping law, aircraft as well as in connection with special 
privileges which it is thought proper to reserve for Irish nationals, such as, for 
example, ^ those conferred through measures for assisting Irish industry. Irish 
citizenship, in other words, is distinct from British, which cannot claim equal riglit 
in the State of Eire (or Ireland) on the basis of British citizenship which is not 
recognised there. I feel that^ India must similarly seek to develop her own distinct 
nationality and establish a citizenship of her own. 

While on the question of fiscal autonomy and commercial safeguards I might 
refer briefly to the need of an active foreign trade policy for India. India’s foreign 
trade should be viewed not in a haphazard or a piecemeal manner as is often done 
in order to provide some immediate or temporary benefits to British industry but in 
a comprehensive manner so as to co-ordinate India’s economic development with its 
export trade on the one hand and its external obligation on the other. The very 
nature of India’s export trado makes it essential that it shall not have any restric- 
tive agreement with England such as would jeopardise its trado with the various 
non-Empire countries which have been in several respects its best customers or 
such as would tend to weaken India’s bargaining power vis^a-vis other countrios. 
It is unfortunate that the protracted negotiations for an Indo-British trade agree- 
ment, are still proceeding, while the Ottawa Agreement oven after the expiry of 
its notice period and despite the decision of the Legislative Assembly to terminate 
it, still continues, and along with the differential duties on British*steel and textiles 
the said Ottawa Agreement secures the prevailing advantages for British industries. 
There is no doubt that under the existing political conditions, any trado agreemaut 
between England and India is bound to be of an unequal character because our 
present political relationship would weigh the scales heavily in favour ofiEngland. 
There is also no doubt that the British preferential system is political in origin 
and before we permit non-Indian vested interests to be established or consolidated 
in this country under the shelter of a trade agreement, we should be careful as to 
its political repercussions and economic consequences. I trust that the present 
Indo-British trade negotiations will not be allowed to impede the oonclusioa of 
bilateral trade agreements with other countries whenever possible and that no such 
agreement will be signed by the Government of India unless it is ratified by the 
Indian Legislature. 

from tie above, it will be auite clear that there Is no analogy between the 
powers of the proposed ministrtes and those of the proposed federal ministry. 
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Moreovoi, tlio composition of the federal Le^^islatare is reactionary to a dogroo. 
Tho total population of tho Imlian States is rou^'hly 24 per cent of that of the 
whole of India. Nerertholess, the Rulers of the States, and not their subjects, have 
bfton given 33 per cent of the seats in the Lower EIouso and 40 per coat in the 
Upper House of the Federal Legislature. In these circumstanocs, there is no possi* 
bility, in my opinion, of the Congress altering its attitude towards tho Fedora! scdiomo 
at any time. On our success in resisting the imposition of Federation by^ the British 
Government will depend our immediate political future. Wo have to light Federa- 
tion by all legitimate and peaceful means— not merely along constitutional linos— and 
in the last resort, we may have to resort to mass civil disobedience which is tho 
ultimate sanction we have in our hands. There can be little doubt that in tho event 
of such a campaign being started in future, the movomeut will not bo confined to 
British India but will spread among the States’ subjects. 

To put up an effective fight in the near future, it is necessary to ptit our own 
house in order. The awakening among our masses during tho last few yrars has 
boen so tremendous that new problems nave arisen concBrning our party organisation. 
Meetings attended by fifty thousand men and women are an usual occurronoo uow-a- 
days. It is sometimes found that to control such mootiugs and di^monstrations, otu* 
machinery is not adequate. Apart from these passing demonstrations, there is the 
bigger problem of mobilising this phenomenal mass energy and enthusiasm and 
directing them along proper lines. But have wc got a well-disciplined voitmieer 
corps for this purpose ? Have we got a cadre of officers for our national servioj V 
Do we provide any training for our budding loaders for our promising young 
workers? The answers to these questions are too patent to need elaboration. Wo 
have not yet provided all these roquiromonts of a modern political f)arty, but it is 
high time that wo did. A disciplined volunteer corps manned by trained offieers is 
exceedingly necessary. Moreover, education and training should bo provided for our 
political workers so that we may produce a better typo of load{*r» in future, Tiiis 
sort of training is provided by political parties in Britain tiirough summer schools 
and other institutions— and is a speciality in totalitarian Status, VV^ith all rospuct to 
our workers who have played a glorious part in our struggle, I must confess that 
there is room for more talent in our party. This defect can be made up partly Ijy 
roernitin^ promising young men for tho Congress and partly by providing oduratiuu 
and training for those whom wo already have. Every body must have observed how 
some Europoan countries have boon dealing with this problem. Though mir i.ioalii 
and methods of training will bo quito difteront from tiicirs, it will i)o admitt^vi m 
all hands that a thorough scioutilio training is a requisite for our Wfudeu’s, Further 
an institution like tho Labour Sorvico Oorp of Naiisis deserves careful study and, 
with suitable modification, may prove beneficial to India, 

While dealing with tno question of enforcing disolplino within our own parly, 
wo have to oonsidor a problem wlxioh iius boon causing worry and tunlHirrassment to 
many of us. I am referring to organisations dike the Trade Union Oii/crfi:,s and tim 
Kisan Rabhas and their relations with tho Indian National Congress. There two 
opposing schools of thought on this question— tiio.se who comiumn any organ iHutioim 
that are outside the Congress and thoso wlio advocate tliem. My own view in that 
we cannot abolisli such organisations by ignoring or condemning them. They exist 
as objective facts and since they have come into oxistenco and show no signs of 
liq^uidating themselves, it should bo manifest that thorn is an iiistorioal nocassUy 
behind them. Moreover, sucli organisations arc to be found in other cowntrius. I am 
afraid that whether we like it or not, we have to reconcile ourseivoH to their oxis-* 
tenoe. Tho only question is how tho Congress sliould treat them. Obviously such 
organisations should not aprioar as a ohallengo to the National Congrt^ss which In 
the organ of mass struggle for capturing political power. They should, therefore, be 
inspired by CongrosB ideals and methods and work in close co-opemtion with the 
Congress, To ensure this, Congress workers sitmtld in largo numbers rmrticifjtato in 
trade nmon and peasant organisations, from my own experience of trade union 
work I feol that this could easily bo done withont landing oneself in conflict or 
mconmstonoy, Co-oporation between the Congress and the other two orgauisatlons 
would be facilitated if tho latter deal primarily with tho economic grievances of the 
workers and tho peasants and treat tho Oongross as a common uiatform lor all those 
strive for tho politioa! emancipation of their ooimtry. 

Thm brings us to tho vexed problems of tho oolleotive affiliation of workem’ and 
peapnts orgamsations to tho Congress. Personally, I hold tlio view that tho day 
wifi come when we shall have to grant this affiliation la order to bring ail program 
dd 
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ssive aad anti-imperialisfc organisations under the influence and control ot the Con- 
gress. There will, of course, be difference of opinion as to the manner and the 
extent to which this affiliation should be given and the character and stability of 
such organisations will have to be examined before affiliation could be agreed to. 
In Eussia, the United Front of the Soviets of workers, peasants and soldiers played 
a dominant part in the October Eevolntion— but, on the contrary, in Great Britain 
we find that the British Trades Union Congress exerts a moderating influence on the 
National Executive of the Labour Party. In India we shall have to consider care- 
fully what sort of influence organisations like the Trade Union Congress and the 
Kisan Sabhas will exert on the Indian National Congress in the event of affiliation 
being granted and we should not forget that there is the possibility that the former 
may not have a radical outlook if their immediate economic grievances are not 
involved. In any case, quite apart from the question of collective affiliation, there 
should be the closest co-operation between the National Congress and other anti- 
imperialist organisations and this object would be facilitated by the latter adopting 
the principles and methods of the former. 

There has been a great deal of controversy over the question of forming a party, 
like the Congress Socialist Party, within the Congress. I hold no brief for the 
Congress Socialist Party and I am not a member of it. Nevertheless, I must say 
that I have been in agreement with its general principles and policy from the very 
beginning. In the first place, it is desirable for the Leftist elements to be consoli- 
dated into one party. Secondly, a Leftist bloc can have a raison d^etre only if it is 
Socialist in character. There are friends who object to such a bloc being called a 
party, bat to my mind it is quite immaterial whether you call that bloc a group, 
a league or a party. Within the limits prescribed by the constitution of the Indian 
National Congress it is quite “possible for the Leftist bloc to have a Socialist pro- 
gramme, in which case it can be very well called a grouf), a league or a party. But 
the role of the Congress Socialist Party, or any other party of tho same sort, should 
be that of the Left-wing group. Socialism is not the immodiaie problem for us— 
neyertheless. Socialist propaganda is necessary to prepare the country for Socialism 
when political freedom has been won. And that propaganda can be oond noted only 
by a party like the Congress Socialist Party, which stands for and believes in 
Socialism. 

There is one problem in which I have been taking a deep personal interest for 
some years and in connection with which I should like to mate my submission— I 
mean the question of a foreign policy for India and of developing inlornational con- 
tacts. I attach great importance to this work because I boliove that in the years to 
come, international developments will favour our struggle in India. But we must 
have a correct appreciation of the world situation at every stage and should know 
how to take advantage of it. The lesson of Egypt stands before us as an example. 
Egypt won her treaty of alliance with Great Britain without firing a shot, simply 
because she knew how to take advantage of the Anglo-Italian tonsiou in the Medi- 
terranean, 

In connection with onr foreign policy, tho first snggostlon that I have to make is 
that we should not be influenced by tho international politics of any country or the 
form of its state. We shall find in evory country, men and women who will sym- 
pathise with Indian freedom, no matter what thoir own political views may be. In this 
matter I should take a leaf out of Soviet diplomacy, Tliough Soviet Eussia is a Oom- 
munist State, her diplomats have not hesitated to make alliances with non-8ocialist States 
and have not declined sympathy or support coming from any quarter. We should there- 
fore aim at developing a nuclous of men and women in every country who would 
feel sympathetic towards India. To create and develop such a nucleus, propaganda 
through the foreign press, through Indian-mado films and through art exhibitions 
would be helpful. Tho Chinese, for example, have made tliemselvos oxcoodingly popu- 
lar m IJ^ppe through their art exhibitions. Above all, personal contacts are nece- 
ssary. Without suoh personal contacts, it would be difficult to make India popular 
in other countries, Indian students abroad could also help in this work, provided we 
m India look to their needs and requirements. There should be closer contact 
between Indian students abroad and the Indian National Congress at homo. If we 
could send out cultural and educational films made in India, I am sure that India 
and her oultare would become known and appreciated by people abroad# Such films 
would prove exceedingly useful to Indian students and Indian residents in other 
countries^ who, at present, are like our non-official ambassadors. 
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I do not like the word propaganda— there is an air of falsity about it. But I 
insist that we should make India and her culture known to the world. I say this 
because I am aware that such efforts will be welcomed in every country in Europe 
and America. If wo go ahead with this work, we shall be preparing the basis for 
our future embassies and legations in different lands. We should not nogloct Great 
Britain either. We have even in that country a small but influential group of men 
and women who are genuinely sympathetic towards Indian asj)irations. Among the 
rising generation, and sudents in particular, interest in and sympathy for fiidia is 
rapidly on the increase. One has only to visit the universities of Great Britain to 
realise that. 

To carry on this work effectively, the Indian National Congress should have its 
trusted agents in Europe, Asia, Africa and in North, Central and Soutli America. 
It is a pity that we have so far neglected Central and South America where fliore 
is profound interest in India. The Congress slioiild^ he assisted in Xhh work of 
developing international contacts by cultural organisations in India, working ia the 
field of international culture and by the Indian Ciiambcrs of Cornraerco working in 
the sphere of international commerce. Farther, Indians^ should makfj it a point, to 
attend every international Congress or Confereiico. Participation ia such Coaforuncos 
is a very useful and healthy form of propaganda for India. 

While talking of international contacts, I should rriraovo a misgiving which 
may be present in some minds. Developing iutornational contacts docs not 
mean intriguing against the British Government. Wo do not need in for 
such intrigue and all our methods should be uhovt^ bojird. Tfic propagan(la that 
goes on against India all over the world is to the effect that IruHu is an nucivilised 
country and it is inferred therefrom that the Ihitisli are in order to 

civilise us. As a reply, wo havo only to Jet the world know what we uru and 
what our culture is like. If wo can do that, wc shail create sueli a volume 
of international sympathy in our favour that India’s case will become irresistible 
before the bar of world opinion. 

I should not forget to refer to the problems, the fliificuhic.s and tho trials whi<?h 
face our coxmtryraen in different parts of Asia and Afnoa— uotaUy in JSanssibar, 
Kenya, South Africa, Ma1a:ira, and Ceylon. Tho Congress has always taken ilio 
keenest interest in their affairs and will continuo to do .so in future. If wo have 
not been ablo to do more for them, it is only because wc arc still iduves at 
homo. A freo India will be a healthy and potent factor in world-politics and will 
be able to look after tho intoresfs of its national.s aliroad. 

I must, in this connection, stress tho dcsimbility and noccsstiv of ilcvcloping 
closer cultural relations with our luoighhours— viz., Persia, Afghanistan, Nopal, 
China, Burma, Biara, Malaya Btaics, East Indies and Ceylon. It would be good 
for both parties if they know more of ns and wo knew more of them. With 
Burma and^ Ceylon, in particular, wo should have tho mo.st intimate cultural 
intercourse, m view of our age-long contacts. 


frmnds, I am sorry I have taken more of your time than I had mtoaded at 
first, but I am now nearing tho ond of my adurnss. There i« one other matter— 
the burtting topic of the day— to which I Rhould now draw your attontlon—the 
question of tho •releaso of detenus and political iirisoners. Tho recent hunger- 
stnkes have brought this qnostion to tho forefront and havo focussed public 
attention on it. I believe that I am voicing tho feelings of at least the rank and 


file of the Congress when I say that everything humanly possible should be done 
to expedite release, So far as tho Congress Ministries aro conoeriiod, it would bo 
well to note that the record of some of them has not oomo up to publlio expectation. 
The sooner they satisfy the public demand, tho better it will be for the Oongm& 
and for mo people who are suffering in iVovincos ruled by non-Oongress MiniBtrm 
It IS not necessary for me to ^labour this point and I fomntiy hope that in the 
immediate future, the ^ public wdi have nothing to complain so fat as the record 
of mo Congress Mimstrios on this point is conoerned. 

/i? w dotonus and political prisoners ia jail and detention who 

have their talc of woo I he lot of those who havo been released is sometimes 
no better. They often return home in shattered health, victim of fell diseases 
starvation stares them in the face and they arc 
but with tho tears of thoir near and dear ones, 
.have given of thoir best in the service ol thoir 
country and have received nothing but poverty and sorrow in return ? Let 
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us therefore send our heartfelt sympathy to all those who have suffered for 
the crime of loving their country and let us all contribute our humble mite 
towards the alleviation of their misery. 

Friends, one word more and I have done. We are faced with a serious 
situation to-day. Inside the Congress, there are differences between the Right 
and the Left which it would be futile to ignore. Outside, there is the 
challenge of British Imperialism which we are called upon to face* What 
shall we do in this crisis ? Need I say that we have to stand four-square against 
all the storms that may beset our path and impervious to all the designs that 
our rulers may employ ? The Congress tO‘day is the one supreme organ of mass 
struggle. It may have its Right- bloc and its Left — but it is the common platform 
for all Anti-Imperialist organisations striving for Indian emancipation. Let us 
therefore rally the whole country under the banner of the Indian National 
Congress. I would appeal specially to the Leftist group in the country to 
pool all their strength and their resources for democratising the Congress and re- 
organising it on the broadest anti-imperialist basis. In making this appeal, I am 
greatly encouraged by the attitude of the leader of the British Communist Party 
whose general policy with regard to India seems to me to be in keeping with that 
of the Indian National Congress. 

In conclusion, I shall voice your feelings by saying that all India fervently hopes 
and prays that Mahatma Gandhi may be ^ spared to our nation for many, many years 
to come. India cannot afford to lose him and certainly not at this hour. We need 
him to keep our struggle fieo from bitterness and hatred. Wo need him for the 
cause of Indian Indupondonco. What is raoro— -we need him for ilio cause of huma- 
nity. Ours is a struggle not only against British Imperialism as woll, of which the 
former is the koy-stono. Wo aio theroforo fighting not for tho cause of India alone, 
but of humanity as well. India freed moans humanity saved. Baiide Mataram I 


Resolutions 

For Iho text of the Resolutions passed by tbe Congress see 
pages'^ 295 — 302. 



The All India Kisan Movement 


February — December 1938 

{ Specially Contributed ) 

Bihar Controversy 

Daring the wliolo of 1938 the Kisan Movement has mmlo groat progross. Tim 
Bihar Kisan controversy over the right of Kinaiis to hoM their Davda thr«;at.oiU'd to 
bring to a head the relations of Kisan Babha with tho National ('niigi‘»\ss but for- 
tunately wiso counsels prevailed on both sides and llio Ifaripura CeugreHS eoutoiifed 
itself with recognising the right of TOsans to organise themselves info their own 
Kisan Sabhas but warning Congressmen against count onancing any prnpagntnja 
calculated to incite anyone to violenoo. During that controversy, Swami Sahajannnua 
Saraswati, fho Bihar Kisan loader insisted that ho had always preached tiio cult of 
danda for Kisans as a moans of self-defence and ho was surprised why the Con- 
gress Government should tako any special exception to it. arbi Kisans would bo 
entitled, even according to tho intorfiretation put by Mahatma (luulhi on non-violonce, 
to use tho dandd in dofenoo of their homos and women. Com. Jaiprahash^ Naruin 
replied to tho resolution of tho Bihar Provincial Congress Oornmittee by saying that 
if Congress anthoritii^s were to ho so unwise as to fake disciplinary actiotii on Con- 
gressmen for their Kisan activities, such Oongress-Kisan Sabhaitos would havis to 
part Company with the Congress |ast as Lokraanya Tilak liad to in times pa.st. The 
‘^Tlarijan’*, tho organ of Mahatmajeo, took exception to Bwumijoo’s interpretation of 
Mahatma’s idea of non-violenco and strongly denotinced the cult of Danda, ^ But 
Prof. Ranga, tho President of tho A.. I. K. C., replied by saying that Indian Kisans 
could not bo asked to givo up this traditional dmida whi<5h is as luicessary and 
sacred to them as tho Kirpan is for tho Sikhs. Taking advanlage^of this contro- 
versy tho Anglo-Indian press tried in vain to iucito Oougruss to fight Kisan Babhas. 

Haripura A. 1. K. €. 

At the timo of tho Congress session, a mooting of the A, T. K. C. mol mub'r the 
presidentship of Prof. Uanga. Ilcsolutinns, roit orating tho nuofpiivocal of 

peasants to tho Federal Sohorao, doploring the failure of most of tin*. Provincial 
Governmonts to declaro moratorium or to ruduoo tho land roviumo burdmiH or to 
freo Kisans from tho vicious clutchos of landlords were passed. By auothor ros(dn- 
lion, tho States’ Kisans woro oxhortod to orgaaino ihomsulves ijito thuir Kisan BaWiuitJ 

Kisan Schooli 

Tho Andhra Peasants Institute had its Bummer session this year at Madanapalb 
during May and June. Thero wore 75 stmbmtH ami an intensive training wan given 
to Kisan Youths in tho raetbed oP organising Kisans’. Evini obi men, orn the wrong 
side of seventy, camo as studouts. The Socialist Bohools of ManUivavari|miem in 
Andhra and Bonopur in Bihar had 350 and GO students rcnpoctivoly, most of whom 
w^ero Kisans. The Kistna District Kisan School was tho first of its kifid to ho 
organised for a District and was opened by Mrs. Bhuratidovi on the Ist* November 
at i^ottipadu. Tho Botul School was also run in tho last Bummor* 

T)b«s Thlrdi Annual Session at Comilln 

This year’s session was hold on tho 15th. May at Comilla under tho proHident- 
ship of Bwami Bahajananda Saraswati. A cousiderablu opposition was get up by the 
Muslim Leaguers and some Oongrossmon owing to thoir dilToroiiccs with some bead 
Kisan workers but tho conference ovorcamo all that ami attruoled ihotiHamla t>f 
of Muslim Kisans who refused to bo drawn into oommnnalism, Tho signal mmm 
of this BosHion, just whon Malmtraa Gandhi was trying to como to iorms wiiti the 
Muslim J.ioaguo, demonstrated quite clearly that tho tapping of utass iatorvbts of our 
masses and the serving ol their goauino oconomio aooda aro the best solution to our 
Communalism. 
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Swamiji*8 Message 

Swamijee put in a very strong plea for the independent existence of Kisan Sabha 
and joined issue with those congressmen who thought that such an independent 
organisation would endanger our fight for freedom. He pleaded that India would win 
her political and econemio freedom at the earliest opportunity only when Kisans had 
organised themselves on their class basis and stood loyally by the Congress and 
Muzdoors were prepared to stake their all in our national struggle, being convinced 
that Independence of India won by them would also mean economic freedom for 
themselves. He supported the Kisan Sabha’s stand on the Bed Flag and declared that 
Indian Kisans would do their best to stand by the Kisans and Muzdoors all the 
world over. When he oatne to the question of violence and non-violence, he grew 
specially^ pontific and maintained that Kisans could never, if they had any self- 
respect^ in them, ooiintenanoe the continuation of hooliganism and wanton violence 
of zamindars and their agents against their own women, children, and hearths. He 
firmly adhered to the faith of the Kisan Sabha that political independence of India 
which did^ not lead to economic independence is not only worth having Wt positively 
harmful since it would only replace the White oligarchy by Brown oligarchy* 

Contribution of the Session 

This sesion has made real and constructive contributions to the Kisan Sabha. 
First of all. it deeided upon ihe organisation of Kisan Volunteer crops. Secondly, it 
declared that the aim of the Kisan Sabha is the achievement of Agrarian Bevolution. 
Thirdly, it favoured the concillatiou of all the debts of small-holders. Fourthly, it 
vehemently repudiated the theory of class collaboration adumbrated by Mahatma 
Gandhi and maintained that as long as the class conflict persists owing to the ex- 
ploitation carried on by landlords, Kisans were bound to take self-defensive measures 
under the aegis of Kisan Sabha. Fifthly, It demanded a constructive and compre- 
hensive tenancy, debt relief, tax-reduction policy from Provincial Ministries and 
condemned their reactionary and repressive policies. 

The New Office Bearers 

Swamijee was elected the President, Prof, Banga, General Sacretary ; Com, 
Indulal Yagnik, Bankim Mukherjee b.p,l,, Bedi Avadhosvar Prasad Sinha,, 

Joint Secretaries. Miah Iftikaruddin, m. l. a. the Treasurer., For tho first time tho 
Central Kisan Council consisting of 22 members and six substitute mombors was also 
elected under the now constitution which was adopted by the Oonforonco. 

Campaign for the Bengal Tenancy Bill 

The lead given by the Comilla session in supporting the Bengal Tenancy Bill was 
taken up by the Bengal Provincial Kisan Sabha. Prof. Banga inauguratoJi tho pro- 
vinoo-wide Kisan Campaign of “Make the Bill an Act or Resign.** It was taken 
?iu enthusiasm all over the Province and received the blessings of Subbas 

Chandra Bose, the Congress Bastrapathi and the support of the Bengal Congress 
Socialist party. This July campaign evoked spirited work from tho Ministry and 
resulted in the assent of the Governor lor tho Bill in August. 

Kisan Volunteers Camps in Andhra 

. IH pnrsuauce of the Comilla resolution, the Andhra Comrades organised these camps 
in Kistna District. Prof. Banga and Indulal Yagnik who toured in tho Andhra in 
June inaugurated thorn at Munagala and Tiruvur, 

Zaminders’ Hooliganism Counteracted 

Almost on the lines of the wido spread hooliganism displayed by the Bihara 
Aammdors, those of the Andhra, Benares, Orissa and Bengal began to organise 
TOlent attacks upon Kisans. Everywhere this was done in order to oust Kisans 
from, their anoesW lands lest permanency of tenure might be granted io them as 
per the proposed U. P. Tenancy Bill or the Orissa Tenancy Bill and to drive Kisans 
back into their usual slavery. ^ But fortunately Kisan Sabhas took up this challenge 
m the very elementary civic rights of the masses. Com. Butohayya was hopelessly 
beaten beoause of his championship of the local Kisans. Com* Bapayya of the 
Andhra was sentenced to one month* s imprisonment and Com* Tripathi of Benares was 
served with notice under Section 144 and a large numkr of Kisan workers of 
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Orissa were forcibly restrained from rushing to the rcsouo of Kisans. In Bihar tho 
Gaya District Eisans have had to put up a heioic struggle against both the /.iniindars 
and Government which posted Gurkhas at so many places. Just as in the thyii 
Disobedience days, Notices under 144 were served on so many houses, during tho 
course of the year such notices were served on tho whole or a large [lart of tho 
inhabitants or a considerable number of Kisans in various provinces particularly 
Bihar, Andhra, Orissa, Bengal, restraining them from approaching or tilling or using 
certain fields or forests or tanks. Except in Unao of U. P.^ and in one or two places 
of Bihar, these notices were not served on both parties to tho dispute i. o. tho 
Zamindars and Kisans but only upon Kisans. The practical rosult of this wrong 
official policy has been to deny the right of Kisans to cultivate their own traditional 
lands or forests, pending the settlement of the right over such property by Courts, 
if even such rights had existed. 


The Lavet Struggle 

The Kisans of Lavet of Baroda State rose in tho wake of Swamijeo’s tour just 
before the Haripura Congress against the cruel demands made on thorn hy both tho 
State and moneylenders. Com. Indulal Yagnik and Pandarkar lod those Kisans and tlio 
All-India lavet Day organised by the A, 1. K. C. in March helped thorn a good deal. 
But even till to-day (7th January i939) a large number of police are posted in those 
villages, so great is the solicitude of the State towards tlxo modorato demands of 
Kisans, Recently some remission of land revenue was granted. 


The Orissa Bill 

The Orissa Congress Government passed two Tenancy Bills by tnc last of May. 
One sought to lower the rents in the old Ganjam District of Madras to tlio love! of 
the neighbouring Ryotwaii rates ; the other to confer occupancy rights upon Kmaris. 
The (Governor held thorn up for the Governor OoneraPs consideration. Prof. Eauga, 
the General Secretary of the A. I. K. 0. took it up m July wifh tho local Govern- 
ment, interviewed the Ministers and advised tho local Kisan Babha to inaugurate an 
intensive campaign in support of tho Bills. Cora. Malatidovl, Nabakrislma -Choudhuri, 
M, L. A., the local Kisan leaders started au agitation which culminated in a demons- 
tration of 15,300 Kisans at Cuttack on the 1st of Bt'pfombor, the Kinan Day. No 
wonder on the 31st August, tho assent of the Governor lo one of the Bills was 
given. But till now tho Madras Estates land Act Amendment Bill iu not made an acJ, 
Thanks to the influence of Zamindars with tho British and tho unprepared nesB of 
tho Congress to force a ministerial crisis on tliis. 

The Punjab Bills 

The Punjab Govornmont introducod four Bills into tlieir Assembly, seeking to 
reduce the burdens of agricultural iudobtodnoss and to regulate monoy-lcmding husi* 
noss. Like the Ma<iras debt Ucliof Act, tho Punjab Restitution of Land Mortgages 
Bill sought to cancel all intorest over and abjvo 100 per emit of the Principal But 
the Hindu Sabhaites opposed thorn vohomoufly and organised a *‘Black Bill Iloycott 
Day”. In tho faoo of this situation, tho Asstimbly Congress party decidod to Ktand 
neutral This was evidently a wrong position to take and m Prof. Ranga intorviowod 
its leaders and pleaded for their active support for tho Bills, Com. 11 L. B< 5 dl 
and himself issued a statement appoaling to all Kisan Babhaifeos to support the Bills, 
which according to them were inadequate but good, so far as tfiey luul gone. For- 
tunately tho Congress Assembly party rovorsod its decision of neutrality In favour 
of support. This holpod lator on to tho weakening of tho threatonod Satyagraha 
campaign of Guknlchand Narang against the Bills. 

The Bihar Tenancy Act 

This Act has sought to lower the rents in some cases, commute grain rents Into cnsfi 
mothors.-But it still preserves the right of dostraint and in some cases of demanding 
salami and tho old basis of fixing rents on half gross income basis for the y*amindars. 
Bo Cora. Yadunandan Burma and Swamijoo have boon wy loud in donouuomg it and 
Karyananda Barma, tho mw president of tho Provincial Kisan Babha has do- 
clarod war on the 5ts. Docembor on tho Dostraint Provisions of tho Bill and advised 
Kisans to resort to Otvil dlsobedianco if they ate onforood. 
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Tiie U. P. TenancylBill 

By this BUI, the life interest of Kisans is to be converted into permanency of 
temire ; the ‘‘Siri” land above a maximum extent of 50 acres is to go and some 
Kisans who never had any rights over certain lands are to obtain life interest 
and the rents are to be lowered so as to leave for Kisans not onljr costs of cultiva- 
tion but also something more. But neither the half net income basis of the present 
land revenue system nor the one-fourth of net income recommended by the Taxa- 
tion EncLuiry Committee is accepted as the basis for the fixation of rents, and for 
various other reasons our Kisan sabha is opposed to it, 

Zaminday — Congress agreements' 

Inspite of the fact that the Rent or Tenancy proposals of Bihar and U. P. Congress 
Governments are much more moderate than the very moderate Paizpur Agrarian 
Programme, the Zamindars have threatened Satyagraha. That can bo understood. But 
the Bihar P. 0. 0. though it fit, despite the opposition of Kisan Sablias, to enter 
into an agreement with these Zamindars and thus further diluted the ministerial 
proposals for tenancy reform owing to its local exigencies in its legislature. Hence 
the Kisans’ opposition to any such agreements. 

The U. P. Talukdars also tried to play the same game. The Congress parliamentary 
sub-committee threatened to tako the whole question into its own hands at the time 
of the Delhi A, 1. 0. 0. in September, inspite of the protests of the P. C. C. and 
Agrarian Sub-commitee of U. P. Fortunately the land-lords could not accept the 
offer of Sirdar Vallbhabhai Patel to arbitrate provided thoy would all acc(‘pt it. Both 
Swamijee, the President and Prof. Ranga, the General Secretary raised their voice 
in protest against this move, for in their view, thero might bo some excuse for the 
Congress to offer to arbitrate as betwoon tho Kisan demands and tho land-lords’ 
stand. But thero was certainly none to arbitrate betwoon the Govornmonts’ Ront 
Proposals, which were the result of a compromise and give and tako effeciod by tho 
select committee of the Legislature, consisting of all parties and tho land-lords’ stand 
since such an aibitration was bound to do great injustice to Kisans. 

The Bombay Tenancy Bill 

This Bill has sought to improve tho conditions of sub-tonnnts of tho Ryotwari 
landholders. But neither Mr. Perulekar who is ^ championing tho Khato Kisans nor 
Com, Indulal Yagnik is satisfied with it since it does not give a sufiicusntly long 
period of tenure nor does it seek to effectively rednee tho routs. So there is great 
discontent in Guzarat and Maharashtra against the Bill, 

Fight against the Malguzari 

This system prevails in the C. P. and tho local Provincial Kisan 8abha h«as boon 
organising a campaign for its abolition. Dr. Khare deolarod himself, while a premier, 
to "be in favour of its abolition in a BetuI Kisan Conforonce. The C. P. Maharashtra 
Provincial Kisan Conference which was presided over by Com. Bluiskuto and 
addressed by Cora. Ranga, Yagnik, Adhikarl and Ranadivo decided in favour of tho 
abolition of tho Malguzari system, 

AlMndfa KataniDay 

The Third All-India Kisan Day demonstrated in unmistakablo terms tho growing 
tempo of the Kisan awakening all over India. Tho far-off Assam had tho heartening 
spectacle of a tremendous Kisan demonstration at Rylhoton tho 1st. of Soptomber 
and an equally imposing Kisan March to the Assorahly at Bhillong on tho 2nd. of 
September. I»nnjab, Sind, Bombay, Frontier, Andhra and? 0, P., Tamil Nad and Mala- 
bar, Orissa and Bihar have all had hundreds and thousands of Kisan Sahhas and 
many spectacular marches also on that Day. Tho KivSan manifesto as woll as tho 
local’ demands, tho reactions of our Kisan Sahhas to tho activities of local Govern- 
ments and the determination of Kisans to stand united and organised wore reitorated 
on that Day. 

Mania Day 

On the 7th. of April, tho All-India Mansa Day was celobratod by our Kisan 
Sabhas in order to draw the attention of our Kisans to tho 300 per cent, enhance** 
meat of land revenue insisted upon by the local Eulor. The agitation eventually 
resulted in out Kisans’ success. 
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The Amritsar Satyagraha 

In the Punjab, the Kisan agitation for tlio radical revision of land ro venue has 
resulted in the introduction of sliding scales of reveiiiio, wherel^y the laiul revenue 
payable to Govornmeut rises or fulls m accordance with the rise or fall in the prices 
of agricultural commodities. But the basic rates are sajiposed to absorb half of net 
income, which are themselves wrongly computed to the disadvantage of Kisaiis. Tlie 
Lyallpur District Kisans rose against them. Their agitation was forcibly suppressed 
by the present Mmistiy in May. But when the intention of the Oovoniment to 
settle the Land Hovenue of Amritsar Distnet carao to bo known, the brave jai 
Kisans demanded either the removal of the ilesotiloineut Ihirty or an asstininoo that 
the resettlement would not result in any onlianccmeul. To demonstrate their oppo- 
sition, they organised a Peasants’ March to the Magislruto’s Bungalow. But the 
Magistrate served on them a notice under Sec. 144 and naturally tiiC bravo Kisuns 
defiod the order, whereupon several scores of them were Ijudly Ijiuiten and others 
forcibly dispersed. No wonder the Punjab Kisans look up the challenge and hatch 
after batch of Kisans continued to dely this most uiijust order until Sir >Sikandar 
got it withdrawn. Slowly, though too slowly, most of the Kisan ioadeis who wore 
then sentonood to imprisonment have by now come out of jail. 

Water Distribution and Water Rate 

In regard to the distribution of irrigation water also, a coiillict had arisen botwoeu 
Government and Amritsar Kisans and eventually Govornmeut had to cliuih down ami 
suspend the introduction of its rcsluicing operations. Tiie Abiana or water-tax: is 
rather too high in tho Punjab. The Assembly’s rosolutiou demanding its reduefion 
by 33 and one thiid per cout was about to be passed, when it was dissolved sine dto. 
So the Kisan Sabha has inaugurated a campaign for suitable reduction in it. 

Land Revenue Policy 

None of the Oovornments has so far formulated any dofinito policy on tlio linen 
of tho Karachi and Fuizpur Agrarian Programmes. The Madras Goveinmcut haw 
contended itstdf by stopping all losottlomcnt, cancelling all recent eiiliamjcnunits. The 
Punjab Govornment’s Darling Oommittce has subrnitti^d its reperl, whi^di is not yet 
published. Damo Rumour has it that it has suggcstml tiie exempt ieri of all mnall 
holdings from land roveauo and tho impoHilion of income tax on ngnctiliunil incmnc;*. 
All that the Premier was prepared to say in last. Heptemleir was that he was senou'.iy 
considering tlio advisibility of exempting all small holdings from rcvomi" and sc IrJi 
tlie Madras Kovonuo Minister. J fence tho Kisaii demonwtratioas againid this ut‘gation 
of policy over laud Revoiiuc. 


Village Pancimyats 

Tho Madras Government alone is very progressive in (‘stahlinhing a large niimbe.r of 
panohayats in villagos, Tho U. P., Bilmr, Bombay and Ihinjab trovmumenla urn fryim' 
to got tho noooRsary legishition passed in o’^der to (‘jiialdish in twery villa;p} \i 
Fancdiayat Board. Tho Kisan Sabha furiht^r wants that a l*anc)iayat Board must be 
made responsible for tho colleoiiou of Laud rcvcuuo or rent and other local tuxatiou 
also. 


Forests 

Kisan Sabha’s domand for tho abolition of grazing fees Inis not boon imph^monfed 
oxcopt in Bombay. In Madras and l^ind half of the grazing foes are But 

nowhoro are any eiTootivc stops taken to put down iho oxploilation of our ficasautH 
by tho Porost Dopartmout. That is why tho Andhra Proviiieiul Forest Ryots sub- 
committee has conducted an oncfuiry and submitted its report to Uovonnnont 

Comiptioin In Qflicm! Hanks 

Tho N. W. F, P., U. E and Bindh Governments hnvo appointed Enquiry Com- 
mittees which have mado very useful and radical nicommondations. In ll. l\ Horuo 
satisfactory results have been achiovud but in all other proviuccK -Bihar Oummiitm 
has just submitted its report— tho evil of corruption i« just m bad. The Madras 
Premier has again and again gone out of his way 1o praise tlio Givi! HervantH and 
the Congress Working Oommitloo almost succeeded in making the Didhl A. I, C. il 
pass a resolution asking Oongressmuu to co-operate with iho Civil Bervico. jNu 
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wonder, the Civil servants are encouraged to ride their usual high horse, So the 
Andhra Ryots Anti-corruption Bay in August was a great success. 

Sind Barrage Rates 

In Sind the Provincial Government wanted to raise the irrigation dues payable 
under the Sukkur Barrage Project owing to the pressure put upon it by the Govern- 
ment of India. But the landlords concerned raised an effective agitation against these 
rates and they had gained the ear of the local Congress also. Our Eisan Sablia 
supported this agitation, At the same time it insisted that tho Ham— the actual 
cultivators of the land— should be assured of permanency of tenure and lower vents. 
The Hari movement is gathering strength and tho provincial Hari conference was 
held only on December first and demanded permanency of tenure, abolition of tho 
Jaghir system and granting of all available and cultivable lands only to the landless 
Haris. 

Frontier Struggle 

Even in the North Western Frontier Provinces, there are big Jaghirdars. One o£ 
them has persecuted his tenants so mercilessly that tho Provincial Congress Socialist 
party took up the cause of Kisans and led a Satyagraha campaign. More than a 
hundred Kisans were imprisoned and it looked as if tho Frontier Government was 
going headlong in its suppression of this Kisan awakening. But with the Mahatma’s 
tour in the Frontier, bettor counsels prevailed and Kisans were released and some 
agreement was reached in December. 

Assam Kisans Succeed 

In two Zamindaris in tho Surma Valley, our Kisans wore able to overcome tho 
repressive policy of Zamindars by sheer suffering and succeeded in winning their 
immediate demands of suspension of ronls in one caso and roraiKsion in another, Tho 
Bardoloi Ministry which came into power in September has ordered 33 and one- 
third per cent remission of land roveuo payable by small holders. It lias promised 
to conduct an enquiry into tho conditions of plantation labour and relievo their 
grievances. 

Primary Education 

The Bengal Government is yet to produce its scheme for compulsory primary 
education. The Bihar Oovornraont is going ahead with its mass methods to spread 
literacy. The Vidyamandir scheme is yet in its infancy. The Q. i*.j Bihar and Bombay 
Governments wish to open rural libraries. Bo the Kisan Babha is most discontented 
in this field of work also. Fortunately tho students Movement has begun to evince 
practical interest in tho anti-illiteracy campaign and our Kisan Sabhas are welcoming 
its oo-operation. 

Famines and Floods 

The IJ. P., 0. P, Bengal, Bihar^ and Tamilnad Floods, tho Tlissar, Bikanir, 
Jayporo, Gwalior, Kayalasoema, •Tamilnad, Malabar fumiuos, the Northern Ci roars 
Cyclono (November) have all taxed tho patience, resourcefulness and capacity to 
suffer of millions of our Kisans and the statesmanship of our GovcuiimentB* Tho 
Kisan Babha has everywhere played a prominent part in ascertaining tho needs of 
suffering Kisans and obtaining relief for thorn ami in this, it was setsond only to tho 
National Congress. But tho Punjab Oovoramont’s and Btati^s’ famine relief measures 
are most inadequate. The 0. P. Government is still trying to collect land rovonuo 
from its famished Berar peasants. 

Kisan Marches 

Gigantic Kisan Marches have taken place during this year at Bhillong, Patna. 
Lucknow, Lahore, Karachi, Poona, Nagpur, Cultacic, Madras, both on tlio 1st. of 
September and on other occasions and lakhs of Kisans had resorted to tiujse head- 
quarters of local Governments, from so many viilugos. Tiioy thus took back to very 
remote corners tho message of tho Kisan movumonts. Kissau Marches are being or- 
ganised during January 12-20 in Andhra and Frbruany; 2—9 in Tamilnad to strengthen 
tno Bent proposals of tho Government Tenancy Committee, 

Progressive tilerature for Kisans 

In Tamilnad and Andhra special Kisan literature Is being produced with a view 
to spread progressive ideas and canvass support for Kisan ideals through songs, 
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prose and poetry composed in the idioms and expressions of the coutitrjj-folk. Messis 
Murti, Jamadagni are ‘ loading the way for Tamilnad. 

on the “Mother Earth and our Cattle”, produced by Mr. P. N. Eao, 7 “> n'-'uotaiy 
of the All India ICisan Publications has created a stir in literary circles. Com, 
Somondranath Ta';oro has also published a number of left bocks m Hong.ui. ^ iiio 
famous Tamil writer Mr. K. S. Vonkatramani who has been editing the Tamil pm* 
gressive writing” has promised to give a fillip to Eisan literature. 

KUan Themes and Thoughts for playwrights 

Under the tiresidontship of the famous Andhra- Kanareso Dramatist of 
reputo, Mr. 13. Ragliava, b. a., b. l. and under tho aegis of_ the 
elation and Adult Ediicatiou Association a sub-oommittoo _ is formed with a view to 
produce litoraturo in songs and poems, plays and prose, suited for folk ciancus, Jjtiet 
Dramatic p0rformano(3S, village Flecitals. Through this moans, an attompt is uujng 
made to spread Kisun idealism through ovory social means available. 


Andhra Ayurvedic Veterinary College 

This College was established in Angalur, in a village in Kistna throe years ago 
by Dr. JSroeramulii, iindor the inspiiation of Ppf. Kanga. One of tho Zanunuars 
displayed much interest in this work for a long time ^ and later on Congressmen and 
now Kisan Sabhaites have claimed this excellent institution as thoir own. Xiio 
Principal has made a real study of Ayurvedic science^ both through his perusal of 
books transiateil from Sanskrit and through the expeiieuee of various kisaus.^ lie 
has published 15 small books in Audhra on various aspects of this seieneu. bo far 
as many as 50 dispensaries are started in. the Andhra ami many of them succeedeil 
in obtaining grants from Local Boanls. niiti^iiufurtunately soinu local^ congruHsmou 
inlluenoed tho Minister to stipulate that tho Director of Vet(3rinary services should bo 
satisfied with these dispensaries bvjfero such grants could^ bo continued. Our ivisau 
Sabhas have taken up tho challenge and demanded recognition of this college »na 
dispensaries since their services are more useful, cheaper and more easily availabio 
for Elisans than those of Vetoriuary Hospitals. Fortunately, Guvernmout have 
dispensed witli the now conditions and so local authorities are froo to give tuoir 
grants to these dispensaries. 

Kisan Publications and Press 

Tho Nia ninduHan of Allahabad, KirfA-fCmm of Moeriit, Jana A^iaktl of AMadraS, 
Nava Baku <d‘ IJoJ^wada, Raval fndia of Bombay havt) CMmo to be started with a 
view to give sp(3cial publieit,y to Kisan ui'ods. Tho “*Sbu'w//c”, an uilluential Hindi 
Sleekly of Agra published a Kisan Dusserah supploineiii odi tod by !h*of. Itanga 
^'‘The kiUional Front'' of Bo.niiay and the ^HiotnradF' of (JaleuUa liavii also bogim 
to publish, like the Oongross Kicialist, tho JOsaa Bulletin. The Ucah Dnth of 
Allahabad is also helping the Kisan cause. 

fn addition to thoir ^^Mo lurn India P(iamnC\ Fliaaa <S7^ra/.V’, they have published 
in tlauiiary 1938 four more books 'iV/c Kjmn Hand hook" which contains the 
manifesto,* instnictii>u's and ruselutieas of Kisan Habha, ffia^firy of the^ Kuan 

Movement" since 1800 and jfVio Oimyreiof and Kimn MovenHoU" and a ‘%uuda to 
Village Eeouurniu ISurveys”. 


Tho Inierost of Outside world in tho Movement 

In 1937 th'. ManchvMcr GnarcHan published a special article on tho Fndjan ICisan 
movement and, in 1038 April, the '’'’Asia" of America imblishcd a very instructive 
and suggestive article by Prof. Rauga. TIu Halian Uoview ^ of Atjricmtun[ has 
asked for a stwly of the movomont. The Sokolar of tho Institute of fntornationai 
Affairs and Mr. llodson, ttie editor of tho Bound Tabic and Prof Hiuclair of Ilonojnlu 
who have visited India in Hovemher-Doeomber have made onmtirltss about the Kmau 
movomeut. Mr. Bhulabhai Dosai was particularly (jnostionca about tlio signmearmo 
of tho lOsan Movtsmeut when ho was in England during sumnaar and bo ha was iiard 
put to it to prove that the Oengress was ilself a Kisan organisation. 


Kisan Movement and National Struggle 

tho Kisan Babhas all over tho country have stood loyally by tho Congress in mtr 
lolitioal struggle and particularly ditl this Imcomo notiocablo (luring Bio recent 
turopean crisis, liashtrapathi Beso has assured tho oo-operutiou ot the Congress 
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Oommitfcoos to Ktsau SaMias in his message to tha Tamlluad Provincial Kisan 
Confereiiou held on the 30ili Documl)or, 

Central Kisan Information Bureau 

This is estublishod in Dooomber with Delhi as its jiea-]f|nartors to obtain all 
information available on Kisan ])robloms, to got some serious studios made of various 
Kisan qnostions as they nrist) from time to time and to iidviso provincial Kisan 
Sibhas m regard to tlio Logislativo and administrative moasnros that came up for 
disoassiou» It has issued lu various langixag»is its very (hitailrd and informative 
giicstionarie, with au iustruotivo introdnotioii, with an app(‘al to all intorosted in 
Kisans to conduot periodical, ooonomic and social survey into the conditions of 
peasants. 

Madras Tenancy Proposals 

The long expected report of tho Prakasam’s Coramitti ‘0 was puhlishod on tlio 28th 
November. It has found the Kisans to bo tho Icgitimute dwiims of all land, village 
commons, forests, mineral rosourcos, irrigation souicfjs and high ways. It disfovcrtul 
that the legitimate heirs of porraanoui softlemont woro intended to ho Kisans. It 
recommended that all ronts to bo renamed as land revenue should bo reduced to 

their level in 1802 i. o. the yoar before the ostablishmonl td* jiermanont settlement 

The Joint Meeting of all Kisan organisations i. o. tho Ityids Association, Peasants 
Protootion Committoe, Zamindari Ryots Association and 0. S. P. luid that of Andhra 
Ryots Association and 8. f. Federation of peasants aiul that (d Tamilnail havo 

all welcoraod tho report but deplored tho acceptance by tlie Oominitleo of tho per- 
manent settlement us tho basis for its proposals. It rciteraiMl the tjonvietion that tho 
real salvation of Kisans can begin only afh'r the complete ahidition of Zamindari 
system. Tho South Indian Federation of peasants is conducting a campaign against 
the Committoos’ iccommendation against tho fixtiy of tenure of Inamdari Ryots, 

Comrades’ Propaganda Tour 

Swamijeo tourod in January 1038 in tJujarat, C. P. and Th P. ; Prof. Ranga 

in 0. P. Andhra and Tamilnad in April and May ; Itanga and Indnial in Andhra 
in Juno, and the former in Orissa, Rengal, U. V, md the Punjab In July and 
August. ludulal Yagnik has toured in (hijarat a 'd Haindani August and 

8optoml)«n% Bankim Mukhcijee in Itognl, yjuiunandan l^tirnja in JJilmr and 
.Taynprakash Naraiu in Andhra in March— May. Ooni, Rnkhari lias tourod in tho 
Andhra in Juno, aud Siad in December auii Com. llarshadtiv Maluviya in 

U. P. in^ the eompanv of Hvvainijee in Nuvt'inher, Swamijee has toured in 

December in 0, V, CJujarat and Maharashtra ttud Itanga in Andhra, Tumiinad, 
Onssa aud Malabar m Ducom})or— January VM), 

Indian States 

Throughout this year, thoro has been a tromondous amount of awakening 
ana agitation in the Indian Htatos. First in Mansa and Dilcanir, tlien in 
Mysore, Kashmir and Rnjputana States and now in itujkot, Hyderabad, Travancore, 
Dholpnr and DhenkannI, real mass awakening has come to <lumonstrato itself, 
Kvorywhoro Kisans aro^ very uromimuit in their saerifwi»K and suffering* They 
are^ demanding roduetion of laud revenue, abolition of the many restrictive 

excise duties and export and import duties, tlH 3 abolition of corruption and 
illegal oxaotions, restoration of their rights ever forests, irrigation sources and 
protection for tludr lands, homos and wommi, aud a p«artnership in tlie 8tato 
admimstration. Though thoir participation in these struggles is welcomed and their 
saonucos are very great, the real mul effective leadership of tlie States’ poojdes’ 
movement is mostly in tho hands of the miildlu clnsHos. That is why the real limn 
needs were hopelessly noglectod in the Bikar— Jaipur cidsode. ilenco tho timely 
warning given by tho A. 1. K. 0. to tho States’ Kisans. 

AlHttdla State$* !Ci$an Pay 

To concontrato tho nttontion of the whole of India on the part playod, 
and snonheoH made and demands published by Btutos* Kisans, this day was 
celebrated all ovi^r India on tho tth Dccemlior. ‘lu Dhenkunol Com, Naha 
Knmma, in Rajkot, Brimati Maiiiben Patel, in Dikunlr Batyanarayan Saraf, in 
unjorat Com* ludulal Taguik, are leading the Kinaua in tjidr heroic struggle* 
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Just as Prof. RangH fi)?reoa to loivl Ih) DheuLmol Satyagralia, tlio Coiigross put 
a bail on oatsiilors^ pariicipation. ia such stnig.i^los. U is si‘ 4 uifiuaul that hir 
Pattablii has not said much on tliis Kis<an aspect of tho States jiooplns 

s(riig!^le. Fortmiatoly ou an appeal made by Prof, ilantja to soo Hiat in tiio 
chii'ters of Miiiiinam Domauds of States’ peoples the demands of 
aro included, Mihatina Gaudfii has agreed^ on the 28th Doceiaboi' 19bS to 

persuade States’ Peoples’ leaders to do so. This is a great gain. 

A. I« K. C. at Delhi 

The first sessiou of tho now A. I. TC. 0. met at Delhi on 22ad. and 28rd, of Sopt 
undor the presidentship of Swami Saliajiuiiind Saraswnti. Ucsulntions coudeiiining 
tho ropressiv '0 policy of tho PLinjah,^ Froni'ier, various States, Malras and Bihar 
Govorumoiits were passed. A resolution d'cinaiidcMl minirntim jiriccs for ooroals^ sugar- 
cane, julo and oil-seods. Another wanted a redistribution of tiK-lMinlfnis so as to 
roliovo the poor from thoir present hiirilons and to spind rnoro upon their betlor- 
ment. The violent and untruthful propaganda of the hiiilorls was denoiinci'<l. The 
Congn‘ss*!?and other ministers’ failure to grant reveune nunissioiis, to eaueei <leids of 
agricultural workers and small holders was deplored; ICequiry C nuitiittt*i‘S wore 
appointed into the Kashmir tiring, Frontier Tt u»rt*ssioiL and a tSpeci il (Joiaunttoe to 
help U. P. to reorganise its own Provincial Kisan S ibha. 

Sind, U. P., Frontier and Tamil nad forse Ahead 

By the Delhi A. I. K. 0. Sind Hurl has a(/plied for afTiiiadori to the 

All India body. In November, tho IT. P. Kisan Ooinrmtiiu) fame to be reeog!iiS'*d with 
Acharjva Narondra Dev, an ex-iacmbnr of the W'okuig t'ommttto*? ai jirooi- 

(lent, Com, Molianlal ('lautam, m. l. a. as Heoroiary, Tim Triiniiiiad Pruv'ineial Kieiin 
Sabha with the ll Swaminatham as (hoioral Seeretury and Ali-MaUb;u* Kifan HabliU 
with Narayau Nair as President wore formed in Dtniomlier BKIS. 

The Congrtiss and Kisan Sabha 

Aftor tho Haripura session, the relations beiweou ^ thcee ‘nrgants/dioris have htjen 
distinctly worsiUKid. In April, Bardar Vallablibluii inveighe I ag.uJh-d, the Kisau Sahhii 
aiul que'stiouod the right of Kisans to dev«*lop them, thus throwing to the four whtd;i 
the Ifaripura resolution. Then came Mahatnuji's luiMharllable vi^w that we Imiif a« 
Kisan Sabhaities trio I to ca{)ture Ceugress ommittoes, those who wertj at present 
in majority in those Committees were bound to oppose ICissan Hahlri adiyitifs, thim 
falsifying the democratic nalure of the Congri'ii’i. The If, P, Oongiess issued eir- 
oiilars to ask local Congnmss OfTicial'i to waieh the aetivitieu oC Ki.aui Saidiaitlos, Some 
Congress loaders of Orissa and Andhra had actively earrieii on an aiui-Kiaan Hablia 
campaign, though with very little sucees4. So Prof. Itan/'a interviesviMl the Uastrapidhi, 
Siibhas Bahu and rcrjuesied him to see that tlio Haripura resoluthm was roKpeeied 
by the Congressmen, A similar appeal was made to Pt. Jawaharlal in Noviunhor on hin 
roturn from the Ooutiiient and to Mahatma (Jandhi on 2Tth Duoembei* by Prof. 
Pauga. 

The Delhi A. I. C, C. 

Then oamo the Delhi shook. There on tho inspiraiion of tho Mahatma, the Civil 
Liberties resolution, accusing of some Oougressmen of the charge of having oarruid 
on a campaign inciting people to violence, arson ami murder and asking <7<mgrosH 
(Committees to takti actii)fi against them ami asHuring the public of the Congress 
readiness to protetd. person and property was iiilroduoud into the A. L C. C. Mr. 
Jihulabhai Desai, the mover of the rusulutiou, made it perfectly clear that It was 
aimed at Kisun B/ddias and jmidicularly mmitieued the Kisuu aotivHios in tho Andhra 
and Biluir, Over that a battle royal raged ami all the great men on botli sides 
mcluding tlm Hirdar, liujou Babu, ])r. i'aCfibhi and Hwamime, IHvL Hanga, Masani^ 
M, N, Key, Dutta Minsumder, Nareadra Dev, Bankim Mukhorjue took part in tho 
heated debates. In tins ond, whoa tho rosolufciou was being passed by a majority, 
tho loft wi ngisrs numheriag about 60 staged a walk-oiit «t 2 A. M. on tho fatuful 
morning of 29th. Hept. Tlioroupoa tlio Mahatma lias suggested, for the first time 
m Jus indiau politioal career, that the leftists ought to leave the Congicss. Com. 
M. N. Boy protosbid agaiast this move ml Vwl Banga doelured nm^qnivocally the 
dutermmatmn of Kisaas to conduct thoir sirnggics in. a pur(ily non-violent fashfim 
and b stick to tiio Oongross until they aro drivea out of it by the rightists, Oifims 
ther^ IS today a staiomato ia the relations hotwoou tho rigbtisbs ami leftists, 
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Kisan Unrest 

There is no doubt that iho unrest among Kisaus is growing by leajis and bounds, 
what with the failure of ministries to afford any protection either from Zamindars 
and moneylenders or from civil servants and the police and the growing effects of 
the economic depression. The prospects for continued peace between provincial 
Governments and Kisaus are becoming rarer and rarer as is indicated by the speech 
of Com. Karyananda Sarma, the president of Bihar Kisan Sabha and the resolutions 
of the Bihar Kisan Conference. Even after the leaders of the Krishak-proja Party 
had joined the Iluq ministry nothing noteworthy has been offered to bo done 
immediately for Bengal Kisuus and so, discontent is growing apace. Similarly, owing 
to the failure of Sikandar ministry to halve the ‘•abiana’ and to replace land revenue 
by income tax, Kisan discontent in the Punjab is unabated. 

Economic Depression Again 

The slump in the prices of cotton, jute, groundnut, rice and wheat has grown 
more severe during 19.18. After a lot of agitation, Government of India has imposed 
an import duty of Us, 1-8-0 per maund of whoat in Dooomber 1938. Bat the 
Bengal Government has coutonted itself with Grumoiihono propaganda among Kisaus 
to reduce their acreage under jiito. Nothing is yet done either by pi’ovincial 
Govornments or by Central Govern raont to firoteot the growers of cotton^ groundnut, 
rice etc. The Congress "Working Committoo*s demand for exchango manipulation is 
turned down by Government The Kisan Sabha is demanding the establishment of 
minimum and maximum pricos for all the major agricultural produce. 

Debt Legislation 

The Moratorium declared by the D. P., Bombay Governments, though it tended 
to restrict the supply of credit for Kisans’ current needs, has staved off the pressure 
of debts on Kisans. But the Madras, Punjab, Bihar and Bengal Legislation, which 

has only provided for the scaling down of debts, without making any adequate 
provision for supply of credit lor current needs, has increased the pressure upon 
Kisans for the immediate repayment of the outstanding debts. Thus the plight of our 
Kisans has been worsened during 1938 in the direotion of credit. 

Co’-operative Movement 

More ^ and more of our Kisan Sabhaites are interesting Ihomsolvos in this 

co-operative movement. So far it has boon too much under oflioial control. Thanks 
to the marketing staff and the now push for grading and open markets, given by 
some provincial Oovernmonts, our comrades aro able to bring into oxistoiice more 
and more co-operative loans and sales societies. Yet this work is still in its infancy. 
Attempts are being made to organise co-oporativo Marketing Society for iho Tobacco 
growers of Guntur District which produces more than 75 per cent of tlio Vugiiiiau 
tobacco. But in largo parts of the country i. e. in Bengal, Orissa, Assam, the Co- 
operative movement is still in its infancy and strenuous stops have to bo taken both 
by Government and Eisan Sabhas to develop it. 

Electrification and Irrigation 

Apart from theory and some use made of electricity for liglitiug purposes, so far 

no energetic steps aro taken by provincial govornmotiis to introduce cotlago industries 

or other subsidiary sources of employment in tlie wake of the establishment of 
grid system of electrical production and distribution In U. P,, the Ihinjab and Madras, 
In U. F, alone some successful efforts aro made to bring a few lakhs of acres under 
irrigation through tube wells. But the water rates charged are too high. In other 
provinces no real drive is being made for developing irrigation as oven a famine 
protection measure. The South Indian Kisan Sabhas aro concentrating their dumand 
for the Tungabbadra project, which is expected to protect famine- ridden areas of 
Eayalaseema and Hyderabad. 

Kisans and National language 

On the decision of Madras Oovornmont to introduce Hindi as an optional 
language into all middle and higher schools, some Non-Brahmins and Muslim 
Leaguers have organised an anti-Hindi Satyagraha. The Tamilnad Kisan Sabha has 
decided to stand by Hindi and the Madras Government, 
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The Biodo — Muslim Doity Correspoadeece 

Gandhi — Jinnah — Jawaharlal Letters 

Mr. Mahomed Ali Jinnah, President of the AU-India Mnslini Lnafino, 
officially released on the loth. June ’38 the full correspondence between 
him and Mahatma Gandhi and between him and Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Mr. Jinnah, in a note, said that after the publication of the corres- 
pondence between him and Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru in certain newspapers, 
he wired to Mr. Gandhi on the 14th. June as follows : “Publication of 
correspondence between Pandit Jawaharlal and myself is a breach of 
confidence. It seems a leakage occurred in Congress circles. I must re- 
lease fully now your correspondence along with the rest. Hope you will 
agree — ^Jinnah”. 

Mr. Jinnah received the following reply from Mahatma Gandhi on 
15th. June : “I am sure the publication is unauthorised but you may 
publish our correspondence— Gandhi”, 

GandhioJinnali Letters 

The following is a letter from Mahatma Qandhi to Mr, Jinnah^ dated ^hcga<m, 
Wardha^ Oct. 10, 1910 : — 

“Dear friend, I carefully went through your speech at Lucknow and f felt deoply 
hurt over j^our misundorstauding of ray attitude. My letter was in answer to the 
spooially private message you sent rao. It roprcHmited rny df'opest feeling, Tlio loiter 
was purely personal. VVoro you right in using it as you di«l ? Of coursv, as I road 
it, tho whole of your speech is a declaration of war. Only, I hopt'fl yo!i would re- 
serve poor rao as a bridge botwoon tho two. J sou you want, no bridge, f am sorry. 
Only it (aktjs two to make a quarrid. ^ou won^'t find me rmo even ‘ if If cannot bu- 
cerae a peaco-raakor. TJiis is hot for publication tuil{‘s,H you di'.'jiro it. ft is wriU^oi 
in all good faith and out of an anguished heart. Yours sinciu’idy, fSd.) M, K. tbuulhi.” 

Thii following letter is from Mr, dinnah to Mahaima (hindhi, dated IhmihnH, 
Nov, 5, ^07 ’ 

“Dear Mr. Trandhi, I received your loiter dati^d Oetohor ID, M7, on my ar- 
rival hero. As regards puhiishing your letter from Tui’ttial last; May, i am of o(,»inion 
that I ara fully justified in doing so : but your lottur moans somufltmg different from 
what I understand it to mean. Huroly, it was cqaei to you to oHVr your ii.xphmation to 
the jmblic. The Jotter was not marked as it is usual to do so wht»u its publication was 
not desired by the writer, and my message to you was not private. Kvou now you 
don’t indicate how I misunderstood your attitude or the contents of that letter. You 
merely say, M felt deeply hurt over your raisuudorstanding of my attitude/ I am 
Borry you think my speech at Lucknow i.si a declaration of war. It m purely in self- 
dofenoo. Kindly read it again and try and understand it. Kvidentiy you have not 
boon following tho course of events in the last twelve montlis, As to reservifig 
you as a ‘bridge’ and ‘peaco-raaker’, don^t you think your complete sikmco fur all 
these months idoatifiod you with tho Oongress leadership, although f know you are 
not oven a four-anna morabor of that body *? In oonoiusion, f regret to say 1 Had 
nothing defimte or any constructive proposal in your letter under reply o^tcopt it is 
written in all good faith and out of^aa aagnished heart, which I reciiirocata. Yours 
sincerely— M. A. dinnah.” 


GandlKi on Mr. Jinnah^a NalioixaUim 


The following letter wan nent hg Mahatma Qandhi to Mr, Jinnah from Shemon 
under date^ February i0$8 ’ 


“Dear Mr, Jinnah,— Paadit Nohrn told mo yoatorday that you woro corattlaininji fo 
Maulana Bahob about tba absonoo o£ any reply from mo to your lotior of uth. 
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November in reply to miae of 19ib. Octobor. Tho letter was recoivod by me when 
1 was pronounced by the doctors to bo seriously ill at Calcutta. Tho letter was shown 
to me B days after its roooipt. Plad I thought it necessarily called for a reply oven 
though I was ill I would have sent one. 1 re-read tho letter and 1 vStili think there 
was nothing useful that I could have said in reply. But in a way I am glad you 
awaited a reply and here it is. Mr. Kher told me definitely ho hud a private message 
from you. He delivered it to me whoa I was alone. I ooiild^ have sent you a 
verbal message in reply—but in order to give you a true picture of my mental 
state 1 sent you a short note. There was nothing to hido in it. But I did fool, as I 
still do, that the way in which you used it came upon mo as a painful surindvse, 

‘‘You complain of my silence. The reason for my silence is literally and truly in 
my note. Believe me, the moment I can do something that can bring the two 
communities together nothing in the world can prevent mo from so doing. You scorn 
to deny that your speech was a declaration of war, but your later pronounoemonts 
too confirm my fiist impression. How can T prove what is a matter of fociingV fn 
your speeches I miss the old nationalist. Whou in 1915 I returned from my self- 
imposed exile in South Africa everybody spoko of you as one of tho .staunchest 
nationalists and the hope of both tho Hindus and Mussalmans. Are you still the same 
Mr. Jinnah ? If you say you are, in spilo of your speeches, I shall accept your 
word, 

“Lastly, you want me to come forward wdth somo proposal. What proposal can 
I make except to ask you on bended Knees to he what I thought you \vi‘ro ? But 
tho proposals to form the basis of unity between the two commuiulius surely have 
got to come from you. 

“This again is not for publication hut for your eyes. It is tho cry of a friend not 
of an opponent. Yours sincerely, M. IC Gandhi.” 

Jinnah’s Reply to Gandhi 

The following is the copy of a Utter from Afr. Jinnah to Mahatma Q-andhi^ 
dated New Delh% February 15 

“Dear Mr. Oandlii— I have rocoivod your lottor of 3rd February, which was 
redirected horo I did not complain to Maulana Sahob about tho absonoo of any 
reply from you. I only mentioned tho facts as he was anxious that wo two should 
meet anyhow, I am glad to hoar from you. My message to you through Mr. fvher, as 
I informed you in my last lottor, was not private. It was only when Mr. Kher 
went to see you at Wardha that I did say ho should not mention the rn.ittor to any 
one expect you and that if you yourself were inoliuod in the first instance to take 
up the matter, it will bo more than half tho battle won. On his return to Ihnnhay, 
Mr. Kher told me it was difTicuIt for you to give a reply as you were restricted not 
to disclose it to any one or consult anybody else. Thorcupon 1 said it was not 
intended to bo a soci'et and that ho was froo and you wore free to put your heads 
together and let me Icnow whether at that juncture, you wore inclined to take up 
this matter with yoiir powerful overwhelming inlluoncu which you oxerciso over tiio 
Congress, Then hb saw you again at Tootiml and from that moment it coasud to lie a 
private matter betwen two individuals ; and ho brought me your reply in writing wiiich 
I have to publish beoauso you know of the controversy between mo and Mr. Hajendra 
Prasad and Pandit Nehru in tho press; where it was sought to make out that I was 
putting every obstacle in tho way of a Hindu-Muslim settlomeat. As your loiter 
was not marked conlidontial I used it. Bosidos, what is wrong in my saying that I 
approached you on my own accord and that was tho reply I received from you ? I 
cannot understand why you feel so much about it* You say I complained about your 
silence. Well, I do, but you further proceed to say, ‘Bcliovo mo, tho moment I can 
do somothing that oan bring the two communities together nothing in tho world can 
prevent mo from so doing,' Now what am I to gather from this V Am 1 right in 
mterproting that tho moment is not come V 

**With regard to your opinion on my speech at tho Lucknow sessions and my 
lator pronouncements whiou you are pleased to call a declaration of war, I can only 
repeat this was in self-defence. Evidently, you arc not acquainted with what is going 
on in tho Congress press, tho amount of viiifieation and mis-roprescntation and false- 
hood that is daily spread about me. Otherwise, I am sure you would not blamo me, 

‘‘With regard to your saying that when in 1915 you returned from Bouth Africa 
everybody spoke of me as one of the staunchest of nationalists and tho hope of 
both the Hindus and the Mussalmans and you ask me the question, ‘Are you still 
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the same Mr. Jinnali ?’ and proceed further to say, ‘If you say you are, in splto of 
your speeches, 1 shall accept your word.’ And you say in my speeches you miss the 
Ltionalist. Do you think you are justified in saying that ? I would not like to hay 
what people spoke of you in 1915 and what they speak and think of you 
Nationalism is not the monopoly of any single individual. In these days it is very 
difficult to define it, but I do not wish to pursue this lino of controversy any fiirmet, 

‘'You conclude by saying, ‘Lastly, you want me to come forward with some pro- 
posal. What proposal can 1 make except to ask you on bended kneos to be what I 
had thought you iveie ? But the proposals to form the basis of unity between, tiio 
two communities have surely got to como from you.’ I think you might have spared 
your appeal and need not have preached to me on your bended knees to be what you 
had thought I was. As regaids the formation of pioposals whicii would forrn the 
basis of unity, do you Ihmk this can be dono by correspondence ? Barely, you know 
as much as 1 do, what are the fundamental points in dispute. In my opinion it is as 
much up to you to suggest ways and means of tackling the problem. If you genuine y 
and sincerely desire and you fuel the moment has como for you to stop m and wit i 
your position and inlliience you are prepared to take the matter up eurnostly, I wul 
not fail to render all assistance I can.” 


Proposed Gandhi’ Jinnah Meeting 

The following is the text of a letter from Mahatma Gandhi to Mr, Jinnah^ 
Shegao^i^ Wardha^ dated February 24, 

"Dear Mr. Jinnah, T tliank you for your letter. T have road your letter to Jawalmr- 
lal also. I observe both letters invite not written re[)lies but personal discussion, f 
do not know whutiiui it will take place in tho first instance between you and 
Jawaharlal or now that Sabhas Bose succeeds, butwetui you and the latter. H you 
desire before this there should bo a talk between you and me, 1 would be delighted 
to see you in Bhegaon any timo which is convonient to you bfdote 10th March, after 
whiuli, if health permits, I might have to go to Bengal. Bo far as I arn omioorned, 
just as on tho Hindu-Muslim question I \vaa guided by Dr. Ansari, now that ho is 
no more in our midst, I have uccept(‘d Maulana Aim! Asad as my guide. My suggiNi- 
tion, thoroCore, to you is that conversation should l)0 o[Huiod in tho tirsl instaiHie be- 
tween you and Maulana Sahub. But in every case, regard me as at your disposal. 
(Bigried) Gandhi.” 

Jtnnah’s Attitude Unchanged 

The following is a eoi)y (fa letter from A/r. Jinnah to Mahatma Gandhi dated^ 
New Delhiy March .V:— 

“Dear Mr. (Jandhi, I have received *your letter dated 24th Eebnmry. I am 
sorry for tho delay in rt‘plyiiig as I was not wetl. In yonr loiter I missed a note 
of response whether you are of opinion that you sec the light, now and tho immiont 
has como, and secondly, if so, wiiether you are prepared to take the xnafeier up in 
right earnest; and thirdly, I find tlu're is no change in your attllude and meutality 
when you say you would iio guided by Maulana, as Dr. Ausan is no mm^ If you 
pursue this lino, you will ho repenting the same tragedy as you did when you ex- 
pressed your helplessness lieoause Dr. Ansari, holding pronounced and diehard views, 
did not agieo and you ha<l to say although you were willing hut what could you do. 
This happened as you know before you went to the Round Tablo Oonfeionctn At the 
Hound Table Oonferonuo the tragedy wits ropoatod by you when you Heemed to he 
willing to accept provisionally uertaiu terms but you there also expressed you wore 
helpless as fliudus wore unwilling and yoiu as reprasoutlng the Oongress, would 
have no objection if Hindu.s and Musalmaus came to an agreeraimt. 

“Wo have reached a stage when no doubt should he left. You rooogidse flito All- 
India Muslim Ijoaguo us tho one authoritutive and reproHonUt.ivo organisation of 
MussalmauB in India, and on the other hand you represent the Congress and oilier 
Hindus throiigliout the country* ft Is only on that basis we can pmuuMi further uud 
further and devise a maohimey of approach. Of isomse, I shall ho glad to see you 
although 1 shall equally he glad to see Bandit Jawaharlal or Mr. Bose as you may desire. 
The matter, as you know, will not be clinched without reforence again to you by 
either of them. Therefore. I will prefer to see you first lu any case, I am sorry 
to say I cannot come to Bhegaon to see you before lOtU March. I have to go to 
Bombay and also 1 have ftsed various other engagements of my tour, bat we can ft* 
up a time and place that may suit us both.*--(Bd*) Jiuuab. 

46 
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Mahatmaji on Hindus 

Mahatma Gandhi tvroie to Mr, Jin 7 iah from Shei/aon^ Wardha, on March 8 as 
follows ; — 

“Dear Mr, Jinnah,— I thank you for your letter. I hope you have comploioly got 
over your indisposition. Your lottor revives painful meraorioH. I will not distuiss, 
at this stage at any rate, the various debatable points raisod in your loiter. Sudicu it 
to say that I am at your disposal. If you canuoi come to Shuogaon, and my health 
should permit, I will gladly go to Bombay to meet you when yon are there. At 
present I have to go to Bengal and then for a while to Orissa. This will take mo 
through the whole of this month. The earliest, therefore, we can meet will bo in 
April. 

“Two questions arising from your letter demand a reply. 7ou aslc mo whether 
I have now seen light. Much to my regret I have to say, 'no.’ If I had, I would 
proclaim the news from the house-tops. But that limitation docs not debar mo from 
taking advantage of the slightest opportunity of finding a way out of the })r(*sent 
difficulty. You expect me to be able to speak on behalf of the ‘Congress and other 
Hindus throughout the country’. I am afraid, l-cannot^fullil the test. 1 cannot represent 
either the Congress or the Hindus in the sense you moan, but i would exert to the 
utmost all the moral influence I could have with them in order to secure ahonouiable 
settlement.— (Sd.) Gandhi.” 

Mr, Jinnah replied to Mahatma Gandhi [from New Delhi on March 17 as 
follows : — 

“Dear Mr. Gandhi,—! am in receipt of your letter of March 8, and I thank you 
for it. As you do not wish to discuss the various points inoniionod in my letter and 
the two questions which you have answered are far from hnpoful, J am helpless. 
However, as you say ‘sufllco it to say I am at your <lispusar, 1 gather you would 
nevertheless like to take advantage of the slightest oppoiiunity of finding a way out 
of the present difficulty. In these oircumstaucos, I beg to inform sm I shall ho 
glad to see you at Bombay sometime in April as suggested by you. (Sd.) Jinnah.” 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote to Mr.* Jinnah from Calcntia on March B4 : — 

“Dear Mr, Jinnah,— Many tluuik.s lor your note. As soon as i rcacli ^Slioguon, I 
shall seek the first opportunity of waiting on you at Bombay,” 

Mr. Jinnah replied from Now Delhi on March SO 

Dear Mr, Gandhi— I thank you for your letter of 34th and 1 shall have to soo 
you after my return from Calcutta about 25tfi April at Bombay. 

The follotoing is a copy of leleyram from Mahatma Gandhi to Mr. Jinnah 
despatched from Delhi on ufprii A7 

“If on return Bomlmy yen can break journoy Wardlia for one day you 

will spare mo strain undertaking journey Bombay, I need some iininter- 

rnptod physical rest if possible. Any event could Maulana Azad ueeompany 
me interview. Please wire AYardha which reaching to-morrow.” 

Mr» Jinnah replied from Calcutta hy wire on April tO as follows 

“Extremely sorry unable ehango programme now. Will roocivo you Bombay 

35th or thereafter as arranged. Would prefer see you alone.” 

The following telegram ivas semt by Mahatma Gandhi to Mr. Jinnah from 
Wardha on April 18 

“Thanks. 35th happens Monday. Will roach Bombay 281 !i if not iuconveniont.” 

Mr. Jinnah wired hack from OnlcuUa on April 10 

“Thanks. Will gladly receive you 38tlj my house. Wire time care Isiiahani, 

Calcutta.” 

Mahatma Gandhi wired to Mr. Jinnah from Wardha on April 20 

“If not inoouvoniont would like roach your house eleven thhty u.m.” 


Nebra— Jinnah Exchanges 

The following Cowospoudence that passed between Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr. M. A. Jinnah since January last on the 
question of Hindu-Musllm unity was also released for publioation 
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Copy of Letter from Mr, Nehru to Mr JinHdh* d(iied Luchnow-^ ffanuQry iS^ 

. .1 -r. 

“Dear Mr. Jinuah,-! have read tho slatemerit you issued ^ recouily to tho Press 
with care, I urn afraid wo approach the question from diheriiig viewpoints ana 
I feel that your approach is not very h<dpful. But I entirely agree with you 

Uiat an argiimont carried on through tho rnediuin of the Press is not (Jesirame. 
Indeed, I had decided not to issue press slnteraents on tho suhjeot, but after 

your Calcutta speech, in which you mentioned my name and issued ^ 
kind of a ‘clmilengc’ to me, I felt that a public statonient was unavoidable. 
ITenco my statement, in which I tried to avoid unnecessary controversy. ^ 

“You know perhaps that for some months past I have hcen in oorrespon^ 
denco with Nawab Ismail Khan on this subject and T have boen anxious to iind 
out what the points of difCorenco and agnMiment wlm'o. J am afraid ^ 
know this yet and your last stateraoiit does not help. I would fool graieful to 
you if you could* kindly throw some light on this anti let me know \vhat 
exactly are tlio {lojats 'in dispute which require oonsitluration. I think trim 
will help us all and Icail to an avoidance of needless ^ coni ruversy. Wo can 
thou como to grips with tho subject. As I have said in my kmt stJit<‘moni, 

we aro eager to do everything in our power to put au end to every misufipre- 
honsion and to endeavour to solve every probhun that comes in the way ot 

our developing our public life along right linos mid [ircinoting the unity and 
progress of the Indiau people, 

“1 am leaving for Lahore to-day. From there I go to the Frontier Piovinco 
and return to Allahabad iu about ten days’ Hmo. Iviiidly address your 
rojily to Allahaliad. Yours sincerely (Sd.) Jawaharlul Nehru.” 


Letter from Mr Jinnah to Mr, Nehru dated Bombay^ ,Janunrif*25^ lOtlS : — 

‘'Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, — I am in rcru'ipt of your loiter of the 18th January, 
10J8. 1 must say that it is very difficult for mo to understand it. 1 fail to 
SCO what you are driving at. It does not suggest any useful proposal of a 
conoroto character, besides ro-approaching me and iiifurmiug me that Sve 

approach thfi question from dill’uriag viewpoints’, and you furtiuu* say, ‘I fed 
that your aiiiiroacdi is not very helpful.’ You furtlinr reder to my Calcutta 
spoooh and say, dii which you inentioiUMl my name an I ir*sued seine kind of 
a “challongo” to me. 1 felt that a public sfatemout was unavoidable ami 
hence my statninout.’ But you do not ev»«i now give me the piupoit of iny 
HpeiMjh, and wlint was the ‘ciiallcnge’ whidi eotupidlod you to] say wlia,t you did 
iu your statement which you considerml imavoidablo*. 

“I know notliing about your being, in corroMpoudemuj with NiuvaU lumall 

Khan roferiod to in your letter. 

“Finally I note your request that I should let you liiiosv 'what exac.tly 
are tho points in dispute wdiich reipiirn oonsidcratiou.* I am idad that you 

agree with me that the arguments carried on tin eugh tlm medium of the 
Press aro not desirable. But do you now think that this mat tor mm he 
discussod, much less solved, by and through corrcspondcufjo V 1 am afraid that 
is equally undesiruhlu.” 

“1 may state for your information that f rccuivoil a lutfor from Mahatmsi 
Gandhi datod the B)th October, 1937, and 1 replied to Idm on the hth Novenaiwr, 
1037, and I am still waiting to hear from him. 1 reciprocate the simtimcniH 

expressed iu the last hut one paragraph of your letter at the end of it, 
Yours sinoorcly, (8d.) M, A. Jiunah,’^ 


Ciavificatioii of Muilim Dejuanda 

Copy of letter from Mr, Nekrt^ to J/n Jinnah^ datod IVardhu^ February 4^ 

loss 

'‘Boar Mr. Jinnah,— Your letter of the ^5iii *Tanuary machod AUalmlnw! on 
February Ist after I had *1011. It has been forfrardod U> mo here and rcuehod 
mo yesterday. 

“I am sorry that my previous letter waa diffmult to nnderst 4 ntl My 
purpose iu writing it was, as T stated, to lind out wimf; our points of differwme 
and agreement wore. Presiimahiy there aro points iif dilTurtmcn us you have 
repeatedly criticised the Oongrosw poHoy and practice, ff tlu‘se points of 
diSereneo are noted down and our attention drawn to them it would make 
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their consideration easier. It is possible that some of thorn may be due to 

misapprehension and this misapprehension rnigiit be removed ; it is equally 

possible that some are more fundamental and then wo could try to hud a 

way out or, at any rate, know exactly how and whero we stand. When there 
is a conflict of opinion, a clarihcatioa of the opposing opinions is an essential 
preliminary to their consideration. 

might mention some relatively minor matters which have apparently Ind to 
misapprehension. In one of your speeches you are referred to being told by 
some one that a cheque for rupees hve lakhs was rnoently giVv^n to the 

Congress, I am not aware of this and presumably I ought to know. Indeed, 
to my knowledge, no one has given even a cheque for Rs, 5,000 to the Congress 
for a considerable time. 

‘‘In the same, or possibly another, speech you referred to the non-co-operation 
days and stated that while the Aligarh University was forced to close down and 
many non-co-oporated from it, not a single student non-co-operatod from the Benares 
University. As a matter of fact, a very large number of students did non-co-operate 
from the Benares University. As a result of this a non-official university, the 
Kashi Vidyapith, was established in Benares, as also tho Gandhi Ashram. Both 
these still exist. In the same way the Jaraia Millia came inte existence in Aligarh 
and this now flourishes In Delhi, 

“You have referred in your speeches to the Congress imposing Hindi-Hindustani 
and trying to ciusli Urdu. 1 presume you wore misinforraeil for I am not aware of 
any attempt on the part of the Congress to iniure Urdu, Some time back I wrote 
an essajr on “The question of Language’, which represents, I believe, the Congress 
view-point. It was approved by Mr. Gandhi and l»y many people unconnooted with 
the Congress and inteiestod in the advancement of Urdu, including Mauivi Abdul 
flaq, Secretary, Anjurnan-o-Taraqqu-e-Urdu of llyilerahad. I do not know if you 
have come across this essay. Tn any event, I am asking my office in Allahaluid to 
send you a copy. If you disagree with tho argument or conclusions of this essay, 
i shall bo giateful to liavo your criticisms. 

“I might mouiion that the Congress Ministry in Madras is oiuleavonrlng to intro- 
duce the study of Hindustani in the State schools in the province. They are having 
primers and text-books prepared espocially for tho purpose by the Jaraia Millia, 
These primers, etc, are to bo in two sciipts— Ouvanugri and Urdu -but in idoaticai 
language, the students having the option of script. 

“1 mention those instances to show how misapprtjhonsions arise. But the real 
questions of issue are more important and it is in regard to these that clarincation 
is necosvsary. I presume you arc acquainted with the Congress resolutions and statts- 
ments on minority and Euudamental rights and regarding communal questions. If 
you wish it, 1 can have theso sent to you. Many of tliese wore collootod togcthoc 
m a comprehensive rosolution passed by the Working Committee in Calcutta towanls 
the end of October 1937. About the Communal Award tho Cougross position has 
been repeatedly made clear. 

“The Congress policy as laid down in thisso resolutions may be incomplete or 
wrong. If so, we shall gladly consider suggestions to complete it or rectify it. 
Personally, 1 do not see what moro can bo done by the Congress regarding religious 
or cultural matters. As for political (communal) questions, tho Communal Award, 
unsatisfactory as it is, holds the hold for the present aud till such time as it may 
bo altered fey mutual agreement of the parties concerned. 

“In considering wider political (|uestiou.s, tho Congress has adhered to certain 
principles and policies for a number of years, though minor variations have taken 
place from time to time. Our presonfe jiolioy in the legislatures and outside was 
defined by a ooraprehensive resolution passed by the Working Committee at Wardlia 
last year. I am very glad to fmd from Nawab Ismail Khan and Ohoudhury Khali- 
quExaman that the U. i?. Muslim League, or tho U. ?. Muslim League Parliamen- 
tary Board, aooepted thi.s programme. This iucludod our objective of indepeudonoe, 
our demand for a Constituent Assembly, our general attitude to tho Constitution Act, 
and the Federation, and our methods of work msi<lo and outside the legislature. It 
referred also to our agrarian and labour programmes. Thus, there appeared to bo 
a very large measure of agreement butween us not only iu regard to fundamentals, 
but even regarding many details. 

*Tn. view of tins agreement it distressed and surprised me to find that there was 
ao muoh ooufliot. I have tried therefore to find out what this conflict is about, I 
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do not see how I can make any proposal, concrete or va^no, when I do not know 
what the points in issae are. It is true that in reading your s{)eechas I h«avo como 
across various statements to tho eKoct that the Congress is trying to establisli Hindu 
Raj. I am unaware of how this is boing done or who is doing it If any Congress 
Ministries or the Congress organisations have made mistakes, these should ho pointed 
to us. 

report of your Calcutta speech appeared in tlie newspapers at tlie time and 
is no doubt available to you and for me to give you a piin)ort of it seemed hardly 
necessary. In this you state that you are fighting the Congress, that you are fighting 
the Congress leadership which is misleading the Hindus. Further you have said 
that you want to bring the Congress High Comraaud to its senses. May I suggest 
that those who are privileged to advise or lead tho Congress have no desire to fight 
anybody except British Imperialism ? In any event, if wo mislead or misbehave 
we have a right to enguire from our critics where and how we have done so. 

‘‘Further, in your Calcutta speech you said : H have long long ago, months ago 
now, thrown out a challenge to Pandit Xiwaharlal Nehru and I throw out a challenge 
now,— lot him come and sit with iis and let us formulato a constructive programme 
which will give immediate reliof to tho poor.’ It was to this ‘challenge’ that I 
loferrod in my last letter. I do not remember on which previous occasion you had 
issued a similar challenge to mo. 

*‘It is always helpful to discuss matters and problems face to faco and, as I have said 
previously, we are always glad to do so. A sliort while ago you raot^ Mauluna Abul 
Kalam Azad, ono of our most respected loaders than whom there is no ono hotter 
fitted to explain tho Congress viewpoint in regard to tho minorities problem or any 
other mat tor. Whonovor iiecossity arises every one of us will willingly welcome a 
talk. But oven such a talk is hko'ly to bo vague and infructuous if some clariOcation 
of i(l(3as does not take place previously, Correspondonce helps in tliis process and 
sometimes is even prehsrablo as it is more precise than talk* I trust, theruforo, that 
you will help in clarifying tho posiliou by telling us where wo differ and how you 
would like this differenco to end. You have also criticised the Congress in vigorous 
languago, as you wore no doubt ontitled to do. But aro we not entitled to ask you 
to Huhsturitiate those criticisms in private at least, if not in public ? 

“I have inctuired from Mr. Gandhi about your letter to him dated tho 5th Novem- 
ber 1037. He received it in Calcutta when ho was lying ill thiu'o and he felt that 
it needed no answer. Your letter had boon in answer to his and the matter seomed 
to end there ffu* tho time being. 11(3 was good enougli to show me his lettiu' and 
yours an<i it seemed to me iliat no particular reply was called for. I understand that 
lie wrote to you yesterday* 

“I hope to be in Allahabad by tho 9th. February. Yours sinooroly (Sd.) Jawaharlal 
Nehru.” 

Mr* Jinnah Prefer* a Meeting 

Oopt/ of IcUar from Mr» Jinnah to Mr, Nehru, dated New DelM^ 17 Ui Fobrunrg^ 

ms 

“Dear Pandit Jawaharlal,— 1 am in receipt of your lottor of the 4th February* 
You have now (lung at me more complaints and grievanous of trilling character. 
Kvidently you ndy ini that Section of the press which is bent on mi»srepre.senting and 
villifying mo, but J am glad that you say I nujutioa thoso instanees to show how mis- 
a{ii)ndioa.sion arises ; ‘hut the real quesHon at issue is more imimrtant and it is in 
regard to this that clarification is neeossary.’ Thoreforo I don’t think any useful pur- 
pose will bo served tc) currv on eorrosponderuse with regard to tho various matters 
mentioned in your letter. You will please not introduce matters which yon may have 
diseussod with Nawab Ismail Khan or Ohoudhiiry Khaliouzjsaman or anybody else. 
Those again will load to roforoncos and cross roforonoos and the matter will never end. 

regards my Calcutta spooch, the word ‘challengo’ is obviously duo to tho ima- 
gination of tho reporter for tho very context shows clearly that it was an in- 
vitation. However, the discussion of all thoso matters in corrcspondimco will load us 
nowhero* I do not bolievo in tho doctrine whi oh you lay down : ^bnt are we not 
ctttitiod to ask you to substantiate anything that I have said publicly, provided It is 
correotly reported f The crux of your letter on the real vital point of tho Hindu- 
Muslim unity is repetition of what you said in your previous letter, namely, that you 
want me to note down ‘the points of differenoe’ and discuss them through and by 
oorrespottdenoe’— ^ method which I made it clear ia my last loiter, m highly undo* 
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sirable aad mOvSt inappropriate. I woloomo your sii^cjOvStion when you say Svlienever 
necessity arises every one oE us would willin^^iy weleome a talk.’ If you think that 
noccissity has arise.n and any one of you is willinjj, I shiill bo glad to see you and 
equally welcome to talk. The thing is that yon prefer talking at each other whereas 
I prefer talking to each other. Surely you know and you ought to know what are 
the fundamental ])oints in dispute, 

*^1 havo received a letter from Mr. Gandhi and havo ropliod to him, a copy of 
which I am ecolosing herewith. Yours sinoeroly, (Sd.) M. A. Jinnah.” 

Press Reports of Speeches 

Copy of letter from Mr. Nehru to Mr, Jinnah^ dated Bombay^ February ^38 

*‘Dear Mr. Jinnah,— Your letter of the 17th February reached mo at Ilanpuia. I 
had DO intention flinging any complaints and grievances at you. In my attempt to 
find out what your complaints were, I read your speeches as reported in the iiews- 
pai)ers (usually by a news agency) and noted down some of tbo points on which you 
had laid stiess. I am glnd to know that you have been misreportod hut you havo 
not pointed out wluu’c ilio misrepresentation comes in nor, so far as I know, havo 
you issued any statement to the Press correcting the misroprevsentation. May I sug- 
gest that it Will bo worthwhile to correct these errors so that the public might not 
be misled ? A clear and authorilative statement from you will help us also in undor- 
, standing what you stand for and what you object to. 

“1 note that you do not wish to introduce in our correspondence any matters 
which wc may havo d!.scussed with Nawab Ismail Khan or Choudhnry Khaliquz- 
zaman. f did* not know that thoy represented any diiluront viewpoints from yours. I 
thought it necessary to draw your attention to the repeated attempts I havo heou 
making to find out what tho political and communal policy of the Muslim League is 
and wlioioin it diffois from that of the Congress. You will romomber saying last 
year that tbo Muslim Leagiio had an entirely different policy oven on political’ matters 
from that of tho Congioss. Smeo then the League has changed its objoctivo and its 
(‘conomio outlook and lias thus approached nearer to the Congress. I am anxious to 
find out what the real meaning of those changes is. Without this clarification it is 
(iifllcult for us to uudorstaud tho iiresont position, 

“Yon say that you do not balievo in the doctrine that I lay down^ namely, ‘but 
are wo not entitled to ask you to substantiate all these criticisms in private at least, 
if not in public V’ Furtlun-, jfou say that for your part you mako no such distinction 
and are prepared to substantiate anything that you havo said publicly, provided it 
is corrocily reported. If you will road my sontenco again, you will no doubt observe 
that I havo nowhere laid ’down any such doctririo as you iraagino. I would indeed 
woloomo a public ti oatmont by you of the criticisms made by you. But if you your- 
selves are unwilling to write to tho Press on tho subject, as you indicate in your 
lotfor, I pul it to you that wo are at least untitled to roquust you to substantiate tho 
criticism in private. 

“if you havo made no criticisms of tho Congress, and tho Press reports arc entire- 
ly wrong, then, of course, no question of substantiation arises. All tliat need bo done 
is to contradict tho Press reports. But if tlic oritiensms havo boon made, as presum- 
ably they havo boon, then I request you to justify thorn publicly or privately as you 
might ohooso. Personally, I would piuder the former motiiud. 

“I am afraid I must confess that 1 do not yet know what the fundamental points 
of dispute arc. It is for this roason that I have boon requesting you to clarify thorn, 
bio far, X havo not received any help hi lhi.s direction. Of course, wo shall willingly 
meet you whonover opportunity arises. Our IVosidont, Hubhas Chandra Bose or 
Maulatia Azad or I or any other member of tho Working Comraittoo can moot you at 
a suitable opportunity. 

“But when wo meet, what are we to di.scuss ? Responsiblo people with organi- 
sations behind them can hardly discus, s anything in tlio air. Borne clarification of the 
issues, some clear statumont of what is wanted and what is objected to, is always 
desirable : otherwise, wo may not oomo to grips with the subject. You will remem- 
ber the argument about what transpired at Delhi in 1036 betwoon you and Babu 
liajendra Prasad. Tlmro has oven boon a difference of opinion about the facts. It 
would bo unfortunate if wo repeated this performance and then argued about it later. 

‘It is then highly desirabfe for us to define tho issues first. This is also 
neoosfiary as we may havo always to consult many collouguos in regar<l to any 
matter affooting Congress policy. There is surely nothing undesirafolo or fnappro- 
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priate about this defining of issues by corrospouflence. It is the usual method 
adopted between individuals and organisations. May I, therefore, bog of you to 
enlighten me ?-~-Yours sincerely. (Sd.) Jawaharlal Nehru.” 

Cop7j of letter from Mr, Jinnah to Mr, Nehru datci New Delhi Srd 
March 19S8 ; — 

“Dear Pandit Jawaharlal,— I am in receipt of your letter of the 25th Febriiarv* 
I regret to find the same spirit running through of raatei ng iasinuatioiis and innuun- 
(loes and raising all sorts of matters of trifling character which are not germane to 
our present subject with which you started, nanaoly. how to find the basis of afjproaoh 
to the most vital and prominent question of Iliudu-Mtislim unity. You wind up 
your letter by insisting upon tho coarse that I should formulate the points iu 
dispute and submit to you for your consideration and (hen carry on corrnspoiulenco 
with you. This mqthod, I havo already stated, in my considered opinion is undesir- 
able and inappropriate. The method you insist U(>on may bo appropiinfo belwoou 
two litigants and that is followed by solicitors on behalf of their clients, but nalional 
issues cannot be settled lihe that. 

“When you say “that I am afraid 1 mast confess that I do not know what 
fundamontal points in dispute are,” I am only amazed at your ignorance. This 
matter has been tackled since 1925 right up to 1935 by the most important iuatlors 
in the country and so far no solution has been found. 1 would bog of you to .study 
it and do not take up a self-complacent attitude and if yon aro in oarnesi, I dorj't 
think you will find much difficulty in realising what the main [)oints in dispute are, 
because they have been constantly montionod both in the Press and public platform 
oven very recently -Yours sincerely, (Sd.) M. A. dinnali. 

Oop2^ of letter from Mr, Nehru to Mr, dated Allahahad^ March 

1938 

“Dear Mr. Jinnah— Thank you for your letter of March 3id. f am afraid our 
letters to each other ropout thomselvos. I go on roquusting you to tell na what 
exactly aro tho points in dispute which have to bo discussed and you go on insistiiq; 
that this should not bo done by correspondence. At tho same time you have pointed 
out that the main points in dispute havo been coinuantly, arid very recently diHoiismid 
in tho Press and public platform. I havo carefully followed Vnm fitatoments and 
your public speeches, in my elTort to discover these points of dispute ! mmmemted 
some of tho criticisms which you wore reported to have made in piihlic spoechi’s. fn 
your reply you stated tliat you woro misreportod, but you did not say whut the 
correct report should havo been. 

Further you said that these were minor un<l trilling matters, but again you did 
not point out what the major matters were. You will [loieoive my difficulty, * 

“I hope r am not making any insinuations or himnmdoes, as you suggMst in your 
last letter. Certainly it is not my iiitontion to do sr), nf)r to raise trifling matters 
which aro not gormuuo to the j)resout sabjeet, Dut what are thesis matters which 
*aro germaneV It may be that I aia dense or not HuflioiiMitly acquainted with the 
intricacies of the problem. If so, I deserve to be enlightened. If you will reft*r 
mo to any rocont statemout made in the Press or platform which will help me in 
xinderstanding, I shall bo grateful. It is net my desire, may 1 repeat, io carry on 
a cotttrovorsy by eorrespomlonoo, but only to find out what the main poiifls in dis- 
cussion or dispute aro. It is surely usual for national is.sueM to be formulated and 
clarified in this way to facilitate discussion. Both in national and international 
matters we aro frequently adopting this course. 

“You are porfoctly riglit in saying that this maitor has beou tackled since 
ropeatodly. Do you not think that this very history warns us not Io approach it 
in a vaguo manner without clear ideas as to wlrat wo object to and what wo want ? 
Apart from this, much has Imppenod during tins past few years which lias altered 
the position. For iuatanco, the Communal Award. Do you want this to bo discussed 
with a view to some sottlomeut being arrived at ou another basin f 

“it is obvious that the Congress is exooodingly anxious to romovo all oausos of 
misunderstanding and Iriotiom Apart from wider national issues, it would like to do 
so because such misunderstanding comes in tho way of its work. It has frequently 
considered tho problem and pass auch resolutions and put forward such iiropoMals 
as it considered right. I do not wish to disouss as to whether Iheso were right or 
not That may be a matter for argument But acoonling to onr lights we tried tr> 
do our best. If wo did not suooeod to tho extent wo hoped to do, that is mir 
fortune and w© shall gladly oousider suggestions whioh might load to bettor results. 
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•‘Wbat aro tbo wioas aspects o£ this mattor ? May I enuraorato tliom ? 

1. The Communal Award, which includos separate electorates and reservation of 
seats. 2. Religions gaaranteos. 3, Cultural protection and guarantors, 

“Presumably these are the three main heads. There may be somo minor matters 
but I do not refer to them as you wish to concentrate on the main issues. 

“As regards the Communal Award, the position of the Congress has boon clarified. 
If it is your desire to discuss this matter, I should like to know. 

“As regards religious and cultural guarantees, the Congress has given as full 
assurances and guarantees as Is possible. If, however, any other guarantees are con- 
sidered necessary they should he mentioned. About one of the questions which you 
have referred to iu your speeches, the language question, I have written to you pre- 
viously and sent you my brochure, I trust that you agree with its main conclusions, 

“Are we going to discuss these matters or somo others which I have not men- 
tioned above ? Then again, the background of all such discussions must necessarily 
be a certain political and economio one— our struggle for independence, our anti-im- 
perialism. our methods of direct action whenever necessary, our anti-war policy, out 
attempt to remove the exploitation of the masses, agrarian and labour problems, ami 
the like. I take it that with the reorganisation of the Muslim League’s policy there 
will not be any great difference regarding this anti-imperialist background, 

“You will forgive me for repeating myself in these letters and for asking the same 
things over and over again. I do so booauso I am keenly desirous of your appreciating 
ray viewpoint, which I believe is also the viewpoint of my colleagues in the Con- 
gress. I have no desire to take up your lime and to spend my time in writing long 
letters, But my mind demands clarity before it can function effectively or think in. 
terms of any action. Vaguonoss or any avoidanoo of real issues cannot load to satis- 
factory results. It docs seem strango to me that in spite of ray ropoatod requests 1 
am not told what issues have to bo disenssod. 

“I uudorstand that Gandhiji has already writton to you expressing his readiness 
to have a talk with you. I am not now tho Congress President and thus liave not 
the samo repre.sontalive capacity, but if I can bo of any help in this matter, my 
services are at the disposal of tho Congress and I shall gladly moot you and discuss 
those matters with you. Yours sinooroly, (8d.) Jawaharlal Nehru.” 

Copy of letter from Mr, Jinnah to Mr, Nehru dated New Dalhi^ Nth March 
iOS8 

“Boar Pandit Jawaharlal,— I have racoivoil your letter of tho 8(h of ^fa^^5h 1938, 
Your first lottor of 18t,h January convoyed to rao that you desire to know tho points 
in dispute for tho purpose of promoting Flindu-Muslim unity. ^Vhon in rcidy I said 
that the subject-matter cannot bo solved by oorrespoudouco and it was equally uu- 
desirablo as discussing matters in tho prosa, you iu your reply of the 4th February 
formulated a catalogue of grievances with regard to my sufiposiul criticism of tho 
Congress and ntterancos which aro hardly relevant to tho quostiou for our iintn(‘diato 
consideration. You wont to piTsisting in tho samo lino and you aro still of opinion that 
those matters, although not germane to the present sulqoid, should be further disfumsod, 
which I do not pro peso to do, as I have already ox()laiaed to you in my 
previous letter, 

^‘Tho question with which wo started ns I undorstan 1 is of safeguarding tho 

rights and tho interests of tho MuBsalraan.H witii regard to their religion, (uilture, 

language, personal laws and political rights in tho national life, tlio Oovornmont and 
tbo Administration of tho country, Yarious suggestions iiavo been made wlilch will 
satisfy tho Mussalmans and croate a smiso of soourity and confidenoo hi tho majority 
oommimity. I am surprised when you say in your loiter under reply, Mint what 

aro those matters which arc germane V It may bo that I am dense or not .sufiicioutly 
acquainted with the intricacies of tho problem. If so, I dcsorvo to bo enlightened. 
If you will refer to mo to any rcoont statement made in tho Press or platform which 
will help me iu uudorstauding, I shall bo grateful’^ Perhaps you have hoard of 

tho fourteen points, 

*‘Noxt, as you say, apart from this, mxtoh has happened during thoso [last years 
which has altered tho position’. Yes, I agree with you and various suggestion have 

^ wed in the newspapers rooontly* For instance, if you will refer to tho 'Btabsman’ 
the I2tix February 1938 there appears an article under the heading ‘ Throttgli 
Muslim Ryes’ (Copy enolosed for your oonvemenoe). Next, an article m the ‘New 
Times’ dated the lat of March 1938, dealing with your pronmmeemout recently m.'xde 
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I beliovo at the TTaripiira session of the Conf^ross, 'W’here you are reported to have 
said : “I have examined this so-called communal guostion through the telescope, and 
if there is nothing what can you see’ ? This aiticde in tlie New Ttmes appeared on 
the 1st of March 1938, making various suggestions (a copy enclosed for your 
convomonce), Further you must have seen Mr. Aney’s interview where he warned 
the Congress mentioning some of the points which the Muslim League would 
demand. 

“Now this is enough to show to you that various suggestions have been made, or 
are likely to be made or, are expected to be made, will have to be analysed and 
ultimately I consider it is the duty of ovorv true nationalist, to whichever party or 
community ho may belong, to make it his business and examine the situation and 
bring about a pact between the Mussalmans and the Hindus and create a real united 
front ; and it should ho as much your anxiety and duty as it is mine, irrespective 
of the question of the party or community to which we belong. But if you desire 
that I should collect all these suggestions and submit to you as a petitioner for you 
and for your colleagues to consider. I am afraid I can’t do it nor can I do It for the 
purpose of carrying on further correspondence with regard to those various points 
with you. But if you still insist upon that as you seem to do so when you say in 
your letter, my mind demands clarity before it can function effectively or think in 
terms of any action. Vagueness or an avoidance of real Issues could not lead to 
satisfactory results. It does seem strange to mo that in spite of my repeated requests, 

I am not told what issues have to be discussed. This is hardly a correct description 
or a fair rofirosentation but in that case, I would request you to ask the Congress 
ofiieially to communicate with mo to that effect and I shall place the matter before 
tho Council of tho All-India Muslim League as you yourself say that you are not the 
Congress President and thus have not the same representative capacity but if I can 
he of any help in this matter my services are at tho disposal of the Congress, and 
I shall gladly moot you and discuss these matters with you. As to meeting yon and 
discussing matters with you, J need hardly say that 1 shall be pleased to do so. 
Yours siuoerely (fcSd) M. A. Jinnah”. 

Nehru on Muslim Demands 

Copy of Letter from Mr. Nehru to Mr, Jinnah^ dated Calcutta April d, i938 

“Dear Mr. Jinnah— Your letter of the 17tli March reached mo in the Kumann 
Hills whore I had gone for a brief holiday. From there I have come to Calcutta. 

I propose to return to Alluhaha'i to-day and I shall pnibahly he there for tho 
greater part of April. If it is convenient for you to come there we could meet. Or 
if it suits you hotter to go to ljucknow, I shall try to go there. 

“I am glad that you havo indioatod in your last letter a number of points which 
you havo in mind. Tho omdosuros you have sent mention th(‘so and I take it that 
they represent your viewpoint. 1 was somewhat surprisoii to seo this list ns I hud 
no idea tliat you wanted to discuss nuiny of th^^KO matters with us. fcSome of these 
aro wholly covered by previous decisions of the Congress, some others are hardly 
capiiblo of discussion. 

“As far as I can make out from your letter and the onolosuros you have sent, 
you wish io discuss tho following matters 

1. Tho fourteen points formulated by the Muslim League in 1929. 

2, Tho Congress should withdraw all opposition to tho Communal Award and 
should not descriho it as a n<‘gation of nationalism. 

8. The share of t;ho Muslims in the Btato sorvloiis should bo definitely fixed In 
tho Omstitution by statutory enact moot. 

4. Muslim personal law and culture should be guaranteed by statute. 

5, The Congress should take in hand tho agitation in connection with tho Sahid^ 
ganj Mosque and should use Its moral pressure to enable tho Muslims to gain posses- 
sion of the Mosque. 

(I The Muslims’ right to call Azan and perform their religious ceremonies should 
not bo fetlerod in any way. 

7. Munlims should have freedom to perform oow-slaughfeer. 

8 Mnslim majorities in the provinces, where such majorities exist at present, 
must not bo affcjcted by any territorial re-distribution or adjustments. 

9, The Hhmdo Mataram’ song should be given up. 

10 Muslims want Urdu to be the national language of India and they doslre to 
have statutory guarantees that the use o! Urdu shall not be curtailed or damaged. 

47 
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11. Muslim representation in the local bodies should bo fifovornod by the principlos 
underlyinff the Oommanal Award, that is, sop«arale electorates and population strength, 

12. The Tricolour Flag should be changed or alternately, the flag of the Muslim 
League should be given epual importance. 

13. Recognition of the Muslim League as the one authoritative and representative 
organisation of Indian Muslims. 

14. Coalition Ministries, 

‘Ht is further stated that the formula evolved by you and Babu Rajendra Prasad 
in 1935 does not satisfy the Muslims now and nothing on these lines will satisfy thorn. 

“It is added that the list given above is not a complete list and it can bo aug- 
mented by the addition of further ‘demands’. Not knowing these po ssible and un- 
limited additions I can say nothing about them. But I should like to deal with the 
various matters specifically mentioned and to indicate what the Congress attitude has 
been in regard to them. 

•‘But before considering them, the political and economic background of tho fr(‘e 
India we are working for has to be kept in mind, for ultimately that is the control- 
ing factor. Some of these matters do not arise in considering an indopendont India 
or take a particular shape or have little importance. “We can discuss them in terms 
of Indian independenoe or In terras of British dominance of India continuing. The 
Congress naturally thinks in terms of independence, though it adjusts itself occa- 
sionally to the present transitional and temporary phases. It is thus not interested 
in amendments to the present. Constihition, bnt aims at its complete removal and 
its substitution by a Constitution framed by tho Indian people through a Constituent 
Assembly, Another matter has assumed an urgent and vital significance and this is 
the exceedingly critical international situation and the possibility of war. This must 
concern India greatly and affect her struggle for freedom. This must theroforo bo 
considered the governing factor of tho situation and almost every tiling else becomes 
of secondary Importance, for all our efforts and petty arguments will be of liftio avail 
If the very foundation Is upset. Tho Congress has clearly and repeatedly laid down 
Its policy in the event of such a crisis and stated that 'it will bo no paity to im- 
perialist war. Peace, therefore, and Indian independence is its basic po)i«‘y. The 
Congress will very gladly and willingly co-oporate with tlio Muslim I.(‘nguo ami all 
other organisations and individuals in the furthcranoo of this policy. I Imvo carefully 
looked through the various matters to which you have drawn attention m your letter 
and its enclosures and I find that there is nothing in thorn which rfdors or toachos 
the economic demand of tho masses or affects the all-important questions of ])ovmty 
and unomploymont. For all of us in India those are tho vital issues and unless 
some solution is found for thorn, we function in vain. Tho question of Btato 
services, howsoever important and worthy of consideration it might bo, affucts a 
very small number of people. The peasantry, industrial workers, artisans and potty 
shop-keepers form the vast majority of the population and they are not improved 
in any way by any of tho demands listed above. Their interests should bo paramount 

*‘Many of the ‘demands’ involve changes of tho Constitution which wo arc not 
in a position to bring about Even if some such changes are dosirabln iu thomsoivos, 
It Is not our policy to press for minor constitutional changes. Wo want to do away 
oomuletely with the present Constitution and ropluco it by another for a free India. 

“In the same way, tho desire for statutory gnaranteos involvos constitutional 
changes which we cannot give effect to. All we can do is to state that in a future 
coBsfitutfon for a free India wo want cortain guarantees to be infoi’poratotl Wo 
have done this in regard to religious, cultural, linguistic and other lights of mino- 
rities in the Karachi resolution on Fundamental Rights. Wo would like these 
Fundamental Rights to be made a part of tho Oonstitutiou, 
now deal with tho various matters listed above. 

1. Fourteen points, I had thought, wore somewhat out of dato. Many of their 
provisions have been given offeofe to by tho Communal Award and in other ways : 
some others are entirely acceptable to tho Congress ; yet others require constitutional 
changes which, as I have mentioned above, aro beyond our present oornpotenco. Ajiart 
from the matters covered by the Communal Award and tfioso involving change iu 
the Constitution, one or two matters romsin which give rise to difforoncas of opiuion 
which are still likely to lead to considerable agreement. 

1 The Congress has clearly stated its attitude towards the Communal Award, and 
It comes to this that it seeks alterations only on the basis of mutual consent of the 
parties oouoerned. I do not understand how any one can take objection to this 
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attitude and policy. If we are Jiskad fo describe the Award as not being anti- 
natioaal, that would be patently false. Even apart from what it gives to various 

B s, its whole basis and structure are antinational and come in the way of the 
ipment of national unity. As you know it gives an overwhelming and wholly 
undeserving weightage to Iho European elements in certain parts of India. If we 
think in terms of indopendeiit India, we cannot possibly fit in this Award with it It 
is true that under stress of ciroumsiances we have sometimes to accept as a tem- 
porary moasuio somthing that is on the face of it anti-national. It is also true that 
in the matters governed by the Communal Award, we can only find a satisfactory 
and ab iding solution by the consent and goodwill of the parties concerned. This is 
the Congress party. 

3. The fixing of the Muslims’ share in the State services by statutory enact- 
meut nooessutily involves tlio fixing of the shares of other groups and coramuaities 
similar-ly. This would mean a rigid and compartmontal State structure which will 
impede progress arid development. At the same time, it is generally admitted that 
State apporutmouts should be fairly and adequately distributed so that no commu- 
nity should have cause to complain. It is far better to do this by convention and 
agreement. Tire Ooiigi-oss is fully alive to this issue and desires to meet the wishes 
of various groups in the fullest measure so as to give to all minority communities, 
as stated in No, 11 of the fourteen points, ‘‘an adequate share in all the services of 
the State and In local self-governing bodies having due regard to the requirements 
and efilcienuy.” The State to-day is becoming more and more technical and demands 
expert kaowlodgo in its various departments. It is right that, If a ooramunlty is 
backward in this technical and export knowledge, special efforts should be made to 
give it this education to bring it up to a higher level. I understand that at the Unity 
Conference hold at xVllahabad in 1933 or thereabout a mutually satisfactory solution 
on this question of State services was arrived at. 

4. As regards pioteotion of culture, the Congress has decided Its willingness to 
embody this in the fundamental laws of the Constitution. It has also declared that 
it (loos not wish to interfere in any way with the personal law of any community. 

5, I am consider ably surprised at the suggestions that the Congress should take 
in hand agitation in connection with Shahidgauj Mosque. That Is a matter to bo 
decided oitlior legally or by mutual agreomont. The Congress prefers in all such 
mailers the way of mutual agreomont, and its services can always bo utilised for 
this purpose whore there is a desire to this efioct on the part of the parties con- 
cerned. I am glad that the Premier of the Punjab has suggested that this Is the 
only satisfactory way to a solution of the problem. 

C. The right to perform religious ceremonios should certainly he guaranteed to 
all communities. The Congress resolution about this is quite cl(‘ar. 1 know nothing 
about the particular incidout relating to the Punjab village which has been referred 
to. No doubt many iustaucos can be gathered together from various parts of India 
where petty interference take place with Jliiidu, Muslim or Sikh ceremonies. These 
have to bo tactfully dealt with wherever they arise. But the principle is quite clear 
and should bo agreed fo. 

(7) As regards cow slaughi(3r, fhero has boon a groat deal of entirely false and 
unfoundod propaganda against the Congress suggesting that tho Congress was going 
to stop it forcibly by legislation. The Congress does not wish to uudertako any legis- 
lative action in this matter to restrict the established rights of tho Muslims. , 

(B) Tho qm.stion of territorial distribution has not arisen in any way. If and 
when it arises it must ho dealt with on the basis of mutual agreement of the parties 
ooucerned. 

(9) Eogarding tho Banda Mataram song, tho "Working Committee Issued a long 
statement in Octohor last to which I would invito your attention. First of all. it 
has to be rumomberod that no formal national anthem has boon adopted by the 
Congress at any time. It is true, however, that ^Bande Mataram? song has been 
intimately associated with Indian nationalism for more than thirty years and 
numerous associations of sontiraont and saorifioo have gathered round It Fopular 
songs are aot made to order, nor cant they be successfully imposed. They grew out 
of public sontimont. During all tham thirty or more years the ^Bande Mataram* 
song was treate<l as a xiatioual soug In praise of India. Nor to my knowledge was 
any objection taken to it except on political grounds by the Government. When, 
however, some objootions were raised, iho Working Oommittoo carefully considered 
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the matter mi ultimately decided to recommund tiiat certain staiizaR, which con- 
tained certain allegorical rofcreiiuos, mi^'ht not he used on national platfoims or 
occasions. The two stanm that have boon rof.'ominended by iiie Working (Jommittee 
for uso as a national song have not a word or a |/hraso whicli cati oliVnd auyhoily 
from any point of view, and I am surprised that an.vone can object to thorn. They 
may app(*al to some more than to others. Bomo may prefer another national song : 
they have full freedom to do so* But to comjiol large numbers of pooplo to give up 
what they have hmg valued an<l giown attached to is to cause needless hurt to them 
and injure the national movement itself. It would bo improper for a national orga- 
ni.sation to do this. 

(10) About IJidii and Hindi I havo previously written to you and have also 
sent you ray pamplilet on the question of language. The Oongress has declared in 
favour of guarantees for languages and culturt). 1 want to one on rage all the great 
proviuolallangnagos of India at trie same time, to make Hindustani, as written both 
in Nagri and Urdu scripts, the national language. Both scripts should be ofTicially 
recognised and the choice should he loft to the peoplo concerned. Xn fact, this 
policy is being pursued by the Congress Ministries. 

(11) The Congress has long boon of opinion tJiat joint elootorates are preforable 
to separate eleotonitos from the point of view of national unity and harmonious 
co-oporation between the different communities. But joint electorates, in order to 
havo real value, ranst not bo irapo*sed on unwilling groups. Hence the Oongress is 
quite clear that thoir introdiiotiou should depend on thoir acceptance by the people 
concernod. This is the policy tiiat is being pursnod bp the Congioss Ministries in 
regard to local bodies, Kocoutly. in a Bill dealing with local bodies introduced in 
the Bombay Assembly, separate electorates were maiutaiued but an opiion was given 
to the people conoerned to adofit a joint olootorate, if tln^y so cbosi^ This priuciplo 
seems to bo in exact accordance with No. 5 of the fourteen points, which lavs down 
that ‘nmrosoutatiou of communal groups shall conlimio lo be by means of ‘sofiaiato 
electorate as at present, provided tltat it shall bo cipen to any community, at any 
time, to abandon Hs separate olooiorate in favour of joint electorate.’ It 'surprises 
me that the Muslim Leuguo group in the Bombay Asbomhly should have oppostMi 
the Bill with its optional clause although this carried out tlio vt3ry policy of the 
Muslim League. 

May I also point out that in the resolution passtHl by the Muslim Lea/, me in ]U2D, 
at the time it adopted the fourteen points, it was *stulod tbai the ‘MusKahnans will 
not consent to joint elootorates uimms Bind is actually <;onstituli‘d into a st^parute 
province and reforms in fact are introduced in the N. W. F, Ihoviuco and Baluchis- 
tan on the same footing as in other IhovinccK. Bo fur as BalucluKlan is concernod, 
the Oongress is committod to a levelling up of this area in the same way. 

(12) Tho National Tri-oolour Flag wiis aocopted originally in 1020 liy the Cou- 
mss after fail and careful consultation with emimnit Muslims, Bikhs and other 
leaders. Obviously, a country and national movomunt must havo a national flag 
representing the nation and all coramuuities in it. No communal dag can represent 
the nation. If wo did not possess a national flag now wo would have to evolve one. 
The present national flag had its colours originally solectod in order to ropresout the 
various communities, but wii did not like to lay stn'ss on this communal aspect of 
tho colours. Artistically I think tho combimition of orange, white and groon has 
resulted in a flag which is probably tho most beautiful of all national flags. For 
these many years our Hag has boon used and it has spread to the remotest village 
and brought hnpo and coiuage and a sense of all-India unity to our masses. It has 
been associated with groat sacrifices on the part of mir pooplo, including IlinduB, 
Muslims and Bikhs and, many havo sufierod lathi blows and imprisonment and oven 
death in defending it from insult or injury. Thus a powerful sentimoni has grown 
up in its favour. On innumerable occasions Maulana Mahomed AIL Maulaua Bhaukat 
Ah and many leaders of the Muslim Leaguo to-day havo associated tliomselvos with 
this flag and emphasised its virtues and signifleanoo us a symbol of Indian unity. 
It has spread outside the Congr^jss ranks and been generally rocognisod as tho flag 
of the nation. It is diflOicalt to understand how any one can reasonably object to it 
now. Communal flags cannot obviously take its placo for that can only mean a host 
of flags of various oeramanities being used together and thus emphasising our 
dmunity and BOfjaratenoss, Communal flags m'glit be used for ndigious functions* but 
they have no place at any national fuuctioas or over any rmfolio buildings meant for 
various oommunltios. May 1 add that during tho past few months, on several 
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occasions, the national llafij has boon insulted by some members or volunteers of the 
Muslim Leaj^ue ? This has pained us greatly but wo have deliberately avoided any- 
tliing in the nature of conflict in order not to add to communal bitterness. Wo have 
also issued strict orders, and they have been obeyed that no interference should take 
place with the Muslim League Hag even though it might be inappropriately displayed. 

(13) I do not understand what is meant by our recognition of the Muslim League 
as the one and the only organisation of Indian MuHliras. Obviously the Muslim 
League is an important communal organisation and we deal with, it as such. But wo 
havo to deal with all organisations and individuals that come withiu our ken. Wo 
do not dotormiue tho measure of importance or distinction they possess There are 
a large number, about a hundred thousand, of Muslims on the Congress rolls, raanv of 
whom have been our closo companions, in prisons and outside for many years and we 
value their comradeship highly. There arc manv organisations which contain Muslims 
and non-Muslims alike such* as the Trade Unions, Peasant Unions, Elisan Sabhas, 
Debt Coramittoes, Zamindar Associations, Chambers of Commerce, Employers 
Association etc. and we have contacts with them. There aro special Muslim organisa- 
tions such as the Jamiat-Ul-Uloma, the Proja Party, the Ahrar and others which 
claim attention. Inevitably the more important the organisation tho more tho attention 
])aid to it, but this importance does not come from outside recognition, but from 
inherent strength. And the other organisations, even though they might bo younger 
and smaller, cannot bo ignored, 

(14) I should like to know what is meant by coalition. A Ministry must have a 
definite political and economic programme and policy. Any other kind of Ministry 
would 1)0 a disjointed and inciTcoiivo body, with no ch'ar mind or dirootion. Civou 
a common political and economic progranime and policy, co-operation is easy. You 
know probably that some such co-opnration was sought for and obtained by tho 
Congress in tho Frontier Province. In Bombay also repeated attempts wero made on 
behalf of tho Congress to obtain this co-operation on tho basis of a common pro- 
gramme. Tho Congress has gone to the Assomblios with a definite programme and 
in furtherance of a clear policy. It will always gladly co-nporato with other groups 
wdiethor it Is in a majority or a minority in an Assembly, in furtherance of that 
programme and policy. On that basis I can conceive of oven coalition Ministries 
l)oing formed. Without that basis tho Congress has no intorost in a Ministry or 
in an Assembly. 

‘‘I havo dealt, T am afraid at exceeding length, with various points raised in your 
l(*ftor and its (mclosuros. 1 am glad that I havo had a glimpse into your mind 
through this corrospondmico as this enables mo to understand a little bettor tho 
problems that aro before you and porhaps others. T agroo eutiroly that it is the duty 
of every Indian to bring about harmonious joint offort of all of us for tho aohleve- 
inoiits of India’s freedom and tho ending of tho poverty of her people. For me, 
and 1 take it for most of us, tlio Congress has beoa a moans to that end and not an 
(md in itself, It has boon a high privilege for us to work through the Congress 
bec.anso it has drawn to Itself tho love of millions of our countrymen and through 
their sacrifices and united olTort, taken us a long way to our goal. But much remains 
to bo done and wo have all to pull together to that end. 

“Personally, tlie idea of pacts and the like does not appeal to mo, though porhaps 
they might bo necessary occasionally. What seems to me far more important is a 
more basic understanding of each other, bringing with it the dosire and ability to 
co-operate together. That larger co-operation, If it Is to fuolude our millions, must 
neci'ssarily bo in the interests of these millions. My mind, therefore, is continually 
occupied with tho problems of those unhappy masses of this country and I view all 
other problems in this light. I should like to view tho communal problem also in 
this porspoctive, for otherwise it has no great significance for me. 

“You scorn to imagine that I wanted you to put forward^suggostions as^a petitioner, 
and then you propose that tho Congress should offioially communioato with you. 
Buroly you havo misunderstood mo and done yourself and mo m injustioo. There is 
no question of petitioning either by you or by mo, but a desire to understand each 
other and tlm problem that wo have boon discussing. I do not understand the signi- 
ficance of your wauling an oQlcial intimation from tho Congress. I did not ask you 
for an official reply mi behalf of tho Muslim League. Organisations do not function 
in this way, ft is not a question of ptestigo for the Congress or for any of us, for 
we are koonor on reaching the goal we havo set before us than on small matters of 
prestige. Tho Congress is a groat enough organisation to ignore such potty matters, 
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and if .somo of us liave a raoasuii} of inlluoiieo and popularity, wo have done 

so in the shadow of tlio Goii/^ress. 

‘‘You will reraombor that I took the initiative in writing to you and n‘qiiosting 
yon to enlighten mo as to what yotir objcotions were to tho (jongress policy and 
what, accordiug to you, were the points in dispute. I had road many of your 
speoolies, as reported in tlio Press, and I found to my rogrot that thoy wore full' of 
strong attacks on tlio Congress which, according to my way of thinking, were not 
justified. 1 wanted to remove any misunderstandings, where such existed, and to clear 
tho air. 

‘‘I have found, chiefly in the Urdu Press, tho most astounding falsehoods about 
the Congress. I refer to facts, not to opinion, and facts within my knowledge. Two 
days ago, here in Calcutta, I saw a circular letter or notice issued by tho Heoiolary 
of a Muslim League. This contained a list of tho so-called misdoods of the U. P. 
Government. I road this with amazomont for there was not an iota of truth In 
most of the charges. 1 supposo thoy wore garnored from tlio Urdu Press. Through 
ilie Press and platform such charges have bonn repeated on miraorous occasions and 
communal passions luwo tlius boon roused and bitterness creat(«l. This has 
grieved mo and I have sought by writing to you ami to Nawab Ismail Khan to find 
a way of checking this deplorable deterioration of our public life, as well 
as a surer basis for co-oporation. That problem still faces us and I hopo wo shall 
solve it, 

“f have montionod earlier in this lotter tho critical international situation and tho 
terrible sonso of impending castastroplio that hangs over the world. My mind is 
ohnossed witli tliis an<l T want India to realise it and bo ready for all consoquenoes, 
good or ill, that may follow from it. In this period of world crisis all of us, to 
wliatov(»r party or group we miglit belong and whatever our difforonoos might ho, 
havo tho ]»rimnry duty of holding together to protect our poopio from tho perils that 
might encompass them. Oar differences and arguments soom trivial when tho future 
of tho world and India hangs in tho halanco. It is in the liopo that all of us will 
succeed in building up this larger unity in our country that I havo written to you 
and otliurs rofieatodly and at lengdh. 

‘^Thoro is one small matter I should like to mention. Tho report of my speech at 
Haripura, as given in your letter and the nowspapor articles, is not correct. 

“Wo have been corresj^onding for some time and many vague rumours aro afloat 
as to what we have been saying to each other. Anxious enquiries como to mo aud 
I have no doubt ihai similar enquiries are addr<*SHe(l to you also, T think that wo 
might take lluj public into our Ofmfldenee new, for this is a putdio matter on which 
many are interestod. T suggest, therefore, that our correspondence might ho roloasod 
to tlui Press. 1 presume you will havo no objection. Yours sincerely, (Sd.) Jawaharlal 
Nohru.’' 


Mr. Jinnah’s Reply 

Coptj of iHtor from Mr. Jtnnah to Afr^ Nohru dated Bombay ^ 10th April 1008 

“Dear Pandit Jawaharlal,—! am in receipt of your letter of tho flih April, 1938. 
T am extremely ()hlig(‘d to you for informing me that you propose to return to 
Allalmbad and shall probably be thoro for a greater part of April and suggesting that 
if it would bo convenient for mo to come thoro, we could moot, or if it suits mo bettor 
to go to Lucknow, you will try to go there. I am afraid that It is not possible for 
me owing to my other engagements, but I shall be fa Jiomhay about tho end of April 
ami if it m convenient to you I shull be very glad to moot you. 

‘‘As to the rest of your letlor, it has boon to mo a most painful reading. It seems 
fp me that you cannot even micurately interpret my letter as you very honostly say 
tlmt your mind is obsessed with tho international situation and tho Beiiso of impend- 
ing catastiophu that hangs over tho world, so you aro thinking in terms entirely 
divorced from realities which fnco us in ImHa. 1 can only express my regret at 
your turning and twisting of what 1 wrote to you and putting entirely a wrong 
oomplption upon the positiou I havo placed before you at your request. You havo 
formulated certain points in your letter which you father uiion mo to begin with 
as my propomds. I scat you extracts from tho jiress which liud recently appeared 
mmmy booanse you ,rc‘pi^aledly assorted aud appealed to mo that you woulci bo grate- 
ful if I would refer you to any recent statomonts made in tho pross oi jdatform 
which would heU> you in understanding matters. Those aro some of tho matters 
which are undoubtedly agitating Muslim India, but the question hew to meet thorn 
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and to what extent and by what means and methods is the business, as I have said 
before, of every true nationalist to solve. Whether constitutional changes are 
necessary, whether we should do it by agreement or convention and so forth, are 
matters, 1 thought, for discussion, but £ am extremely sorry to find that you have 
in your letter already pronounced your judgment and given your decision on a good 
many of them with a preamble which negatives any suggestion of discussion which 
may lead to a sottlemont as you stait by saying, ‘I was so much surprised to see 
this list as I have no idea that you wanted to discuss many of these matters with 
ns ; some of these aie wholly covered by previous decisions of the Congress, some 
others are hardly capable of discussion and then you proceed to your conclusions 
having formulated the points according to your own motions. Your tone and language 
again display the same arrogance and militant spirit, as if the Congress is the 
sovereign power, and as an indication, you extend your patronage by saying that 
‘obviously the Muslim League is an Important communal organisation and 
wo deal’ with it as such as we have to deal with all organisations and individuals 
that come within our ken. We do not determine the measure of importance and 
distinction they possess and then you mention various other organisations. Here I 
add that in my opinion, unless the Congress recognises the Muslim League on a foot- 
ing of complete equality and is prepared as such to negotiate for a Hindu-Muslim 
sottloraent, we shall have to wait and depend upon our inhoiont strength which will 
‘doterraino the measure of Importance and distinction it possesses’. Having regard to 
your mentality, it is really difecult for me to make you understand the iiosition any 
further. Of couise, as I have said before, I do not propose to discuss the various 
matters refeired to by you by means of and through corrospondonce, as, in my 
opinion, that is not the way to tackle tins matter. 

“With regard to your rofortmoe to certain falsehoods that havo appeared about 
the Congress in Urdu Press, wliich you say, havo astuundml you, and with logard 
to the circular letter referred to about the misdeeds of tiio U. P. Government, 1 can 
express no opinion without investigation, but I cuu givo you any riumtier of false- 
hoods that have appeared in the Congress Press and in statements of Congressmen 
with legard to the All-India Muslim League, some [of the leaders and those wlio are 
({oiin(‘Cte(l with it. Similarly, I cun givo instances 'which are deliberately appoarlng in 
the Congress Press and speeches of Congressmen which are daily deliberately 
misreproHeuting and villifying the Muslim com(> 08 itiou of the Bengal, Sind, Punjab and 
Assnin (hivornmonts with a view to break those Govoriimonts, but iliat is not 
tlie Hubjf*(jt matter of our corrospoudenco aud besides no useful purpose will bo 
solved In doing so. 

“With regard to vour request that our oorrespondenoo sliould bo rcloasod to the 
press I have no objection provided that the correspondonuo botwouu mo and Mr. 
Gandhi is also puldished simultaneously, as wo both havo ridorrod to him and his 
correspondence wilh mo in ours. You will please, tlioreforo, obtain the premission 
of Mahatma Gandhi to that elTect or, if you wish, I will write to him informing 
him that you desire to release the correspondence between us to the Pres.s, and I am 
willing to agree to it provided lie agrees that tho correspond enoo between him and 
myself is also released. Yours sincerely, (Bd.) M. A, Jinnuh.”* 

Pandit Nehm'f Reply 

of loHar from Mr. Nehru to Mr. Jinnah dated Allah ahad^ April 16^ 

ms 

Dear Mr. dinnah, your letter of April I2tb has just reaohod me. , ,, , 

“I am exceedingly sorry that anything that I have written to you should have 
caused you pain, £t scorns to bo true that we ajiproach public pioblems from 
different stamlpoints and Inevitably I try to placo my viewpoint before you and seek 
to mill your appreciation of it To say anything that might pain you would defeat 
my own purposts even apart tom its Impropriety. At the same time I owe it to 
you and to myself to endeavour to place frankly bolero you how my mind works 
and what mv views are on tho subject-matter under discussion. Our viewpoints 
might differ,* but i do boliovo that tho margin of difference can bo lossioned by a 
frank approach on either side. I havo sought to make this approach in all sinoority 
mti wUU every dcsiro on my pari not to say anything that might oomo in the way. 

“In my last lolhir I dealt with the various points montionod in tho extracts you 
have seat me, m I presumed that, as you had drawn my attention to thorn, they 
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to a lai^ro extent represent what you Ini-l in mind. As >ou know I have been 
trying to got at these points of iiifl‘t‘n*nco and when I saw ‘snmetlnng couoroto, 1 
wanted to givo my reason to it. I tii»Hl to state what the Oorigi(‘ss opinion has 
been in regard to them. There is no linality in day-to-day policies. It is for the 
Congress if it so clioosos, to vary any policy. All I can do is to state what the 
past and present policy is. 

regret that you think that I write in an arrogant and militant spirit and as 
if I considered Iho Corigroas as the sovereign power. The fact is it is circumscribed 
in a hundred ways and further it may nave to go through the wilderness many a 
time again before it achieves its objective. You have riifcrrod to my obsession with 
the international situation and tho smise of Impending catastrophe that possess mo. 
If I feel that way as I do, I can hardly grow comfilacont or Imagine that the 
Congress is sovereign. But when I discuss Congress policies as a Oougressman, I 
can only repeat what these are and not bring in ray own particular view on tho 
subject, if these happen to be at variance with Congress resolution. 

‘‘You point out that tho Congress Press has contained numerous falsehoods in 
regard to the Muslim League aiid some of its leaders, as well as iho Provincial 
Oovernments of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and Assam. I entirely agree with you that 
falsehoods, misrepresentations and insinuations are to bo deprecated and countered 
whoiever they might occur in the Urdu, Hindi or English press, or whatever the 
political complexion of the newspaper. There is no such thing as the Congress Press 
over which the Congress has control, but it is true tliat many newspapers generally 
support tho Congress. But whether we can influence them or not, we cortainly want 
to stop all such false and misleading statements and to express our disapproval of 
them. In this matter, J can only bog of you to point out spociQc instances so that 
we might take necessary action. 

“I note what you say about the publication of our correspoadonoo with Mahatma 
Gandhi, I am therefore writing to him to seek his porrais8i)a as suggc’sted by you. 

I am afraid, it will hardly be possible for me to visit Bombay in April or May. 
Early in Juno I Intend sailing for Europe. In case I go to Bcmi)riy earlier I shall 
inform you so that wo might have tho opportunity of mooting. I nudorstaud that 
you will be meeting Mahatma Gandhi In tho near future. Yours sincerely, 
(Bd). Jawaharlal Nehru.” 



The All India Muslim League 


Special session — Calcutta— 17th and ISth April 1938. 

|The Welcome address 

The special session of the Ali India Maslira League commenced in Calcutta on the 
17th. April 1938 under the presidency of Mr. Mahomed Ali Jinnah in the open 
flood-lit amphitheatre of the Mahomed All Park, accommodating over 15,000. 
There were several women on the dais, and over 2,000 delegates from 
ditrerent parts of India, British Baluchistan and Burma attended the session. 
Throe Provincial Premiers, the hon. Sir Sikandar Hyat Klim (Punjab), the 
hon. Sir Mahamed Saadullah (Assam) and the hon. Mr. A. K, Fasslul-aua (Bengal), 
were given an ovation when they took their seats side by side ou the dais. Other 
prominent persons attending the session inclulei Begum Shah Nawaz, Maulana 
Shankat Ali, the Raja of Pirpnr, the Rija of Mandot, Sir Sultan Ahmed, the hon 
Sir K, Nazimuddin, the hon. Mr. Abdul Matin Chowdhury and Mr. Aurangzeb Khan, 
Loader of the Opposition in the Frontier Assembly. 

The following is the full text of Mr. Fazlul Iluq's welcome speech 

“Brethren in Islam, I have groat pleasure in exteniing to you on behalf of the 
roooption comrnittoo, a most cordial welcome. Wo offer you all our most grateful 
thanks for having taken the trouble to come over to our proyinoo to participate in 
tlie rnomontous doli lie rations of this special sesssion of the Muslim League. 

Perhaps in the whole history of the Muslim Leaguo never before have such 
weighty issues awaitisl the deliberations of the ropresontatlves of the Muslim people 
as wili'como up holm the present one. Gontlernen, we are passing through times 
which are oxtrumoly critical for the Muslims of India. Ou ouo sido we (lud the 
Congress with nil Its might, organisation anlnHources, dotermined to crush and sub- 
due the Muslims and on tlio other side we lind the Hindu Muhasabha with all its 
communal bigotry, charactorislio Intolora.iuo, narrow political outlook, and unholy in- 
tmitions, devoting its onurgios to the frustration of Muslim hofms and the suppression 
of the legitimate rights and liberties of the Muslim community. The Hindu Maha- 
sahlia has never made any i-mmi of its intentions. On the contrary, its loaders havo 
repeatedly proved by speech and action how deep-rooted In them is their autagouism 
to Muslim aspirations. 

The time has come for us to review what steps the Muslims have taken so far to 
counteract those sinister forces which aim at the complete enslavement of the Mus- 
lim people of India. Wo must ask ourselves whether wo arc as yet sufUolently or- 
ganisod, united and proiiared or wtiothor we are still divide! amongst ourselves and 
therefore unpropared. If we could lay our hands on our hearts and say that wo, as 
a community, are organised and united and that our ranks are sufficiently consoll- 
datod to enable m to resist the onslaughts and defeat the dangerous .machinations 
of our highly organfsod political antagonists, then well might' we have rested content 
But gentlemen, lire wo convince I of the strength and solidarity of our defences ? If 
not, is it not our supremo duty to marshall all our scattered forces and assomme 
them undor the banner of our ono and only representative organisatlpn— the All- 
India Muslim League ? Is It not our duty also to prove to the world that the Mus- 
lims of India have not yet forgotton the command of tholr Holy Book which sayeth ; 
“Hold fast by the eonvenant of Allah ali together and do not create dissensions 
amongst yonrsolvos”, 

Gontlemon, In the whole of Eastern India Bengal is rightly regarded as the strong- 
hold of Islam. The population figures perfectly justify BetigaUs cbitm to this position. 

‘ovlnoes of India. In 
058,610 of whom 
Muslim population in 
and also of France ; 
aimh as that of Iran ; 
and Egypt taken to- 


Ijet me present before you some tacts anu ugnres w snow 
the Muslims of Bengal as oompa'^ed with other countries aud pt 
the whole of British India the total Muslim pomtlalien is 07, 
and half millions have tlioir habitation In IJengd alone. The 
Bongui is nearly half of tfm entire population of areat Britain, 
it is seven times as much as that of Tnrkoy ; three tbimn a» n 
four time that of Arabia, ami throe times that of Afghanistan 
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gather, Muslims in Bengal nlono number four raillioiis more than tlie total popu- 
lation of the Punjab, eight times more than the total Muslim population of Madras, 
and four times more than that 'of the United Piovinoi‘S of Agra and Oudh. One would 
have thought that in a land, within the confines of which one single community had 
such numerical superiority, that community would hold absolute sway and its culture 
and traditions would prevail. But it is a thousand pities tliat due to certain cir- 
cumstances regarding which the world at largo has little kaowlodgo, tho actual condi- 
tions are entirely diirorout. Ocntlomen, time and occasion do not permit me to go in 
detail into an analysis of the oases which have reducod the Muslims of Bengal to 
the present deplorable stale,— causes which stand as impediments in tho way of their 
Ijrosperity and progress, but with your permission I shall briefly mention a few 
of them. 

First of all, let mo toll yon of that chapter of tho political history of Bengal 
which oommonoed with flio hattlo of Flassoy. Imraodiatoly after their success at 
Plassey, in 1757, tlio East fudia Company not only set thomsolvos to advance tlioir 
commercial interests but they also had rocourso to every possifde moans calculated 
to bring this country iindor their political sway. Of tho various (lolicies which 
they adimted in order to gain this and the first and foremost was the suppression 
of the Muslims in every way to thorn and to tho utmost limit of their power. The 
heartless methods which the East India Company adopted and tho cruid treatment 
which they meted out to the Muslims in pursuance of this deep laid })oIicy, havo 
no parallel in tho whole history of the civilised world. Steadily but persistently 
and with grim resolve, the East India Company pursued that policy, the solo aim of 
which was to reduce the Muslims to greater and greater depths of poverty, illiteracy 
and emasculation. Up to the beginning of tho IDth century this policy continued to 
oporato with wncoasing rigour and was fiuitful of dire couscquoncus to the Islamic 
pcopio, Boon tho national ojci.stenco of tho Muslims as a distinct race was almost 
at an end, and tho object with which that policy had boon initiated was all but 
fttlfillod. But, gonUemen, tho cup of Muslim sufToring had still in it some dregs 
which they bad yet to drain. Fresli weapons were forgcii to impfiverish, omasmilato 
and even annihilate their national oxistenco. In 1810 a new Kogulation was enforced 
which is known as the Resumption Regulations. This regulation empowered tho 
East India Company to rasumo all^ lakhiraj lands, which the Moghal Emperors had 
bestowed or settled upon their subjects. It must b(3 rornembereti in this connexion 
that the Company had, in tho venr 1705, seourod from Emperor Binah Alam the 
right to the Diwanl of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, and thendoro, they were perfectly 
entitled to fix, in their own right, the rents of big zomindarios and small holdings 
alike. But their object was not to systematiso tho land tenures in Bengal but to 
deprive the Muslims of their supremacy in tho country by dopciviug tliom of their 
lauded possessions. At tho time when the Resumption Kogulations wore enforced, 
ninety-five per cent of the zemindars of Bengal wore Muslims, but within ton years 
after the completion of procoodings under those Regulations the po-jition was com- 
pletely reversed and the number of Muslim zemindars fell from uimoy-tive to live 
per cent only. I cannot do better than quote in tliis commotion the remarks of 
Sir William Hunter in his wellknown book ouIUhI ‘^Tho Indian Mussulmans*^ where 
he describes the death-blow which tho Muslim oommuuity reiioivod with regard to 
its position as a political entity in consequence of the rut’hloss maimer in which the 
Resumption Regulations were carried out. 8ir William Hunter says: largo part 

of this sum was derived from lauds rent frrjo by Mussalmatis or by Mahomodan 
foundations. The panic and haired which ensued have stamped themselves for ovor 
on the rural records. Hundreds of ancient families wore ruined and the educational 
system of the Mussalmans, which was almost entirely maintained by rent-free 
grants, received its death-blow, The scholastic classes of the Mahomedans emerged 
from tho eighteen years* of harrying, absolutely ruined. Any impartial student will 
arrive at the conviction, that while tho Resumption Law's only enforced rights which 
we had again and again most emphatically reserved, yet the Resumption 
Proceedings wore harsh in the extreme, and opposed to tho general sense of the 
Indian people.^ Prescription cannot create rigJits in the face of express enactments 
but seventy-five years of unbroken possession give rise to strong claims on 
Iho tenderness of a Government Our RoBumption officers know no pity. They 
calmly enforced tho law.. Tho panic of those days Is still remomberedi 
and It has left to us a bitter legacy of hatred. Binoe then the profession of a Man 
of Learning, a dignified and lucrative calling under Native Rulors, has ceased to 
exist in Bengal 
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The Mahomedaa foundations suffered most*; for with regard to their title deeds, 
as with regard to all others matters, the former conquerors of India had displayed 
a haughty iadifru-ence unknown to the provident and astute Hindu. We demanded 
an amount of proof in support of rent-free tenures, which in the then unoertain 
state of real pioperty law, they could not have produced in support of their 
acknowledged private estates. Daring seventy-five years we had submitted under 
protest to a gigantic system of fraud and' the accumulated penalty fell upon a 
single generation. Meanwhile tho climate and the white-ants had been making havoc 
of the grants and titledeuds which might have supported their claims. There can be 
little doubt that our Resumptions foil short of what had been stolen from us but 
there cau be no duiibt whatever, that from those Resumptions the decay of the 
Maliomedaa system of education dates. The officer now in charge of the Wahabi 
piosecutions cites them as the second cause of the decline of tho Mussalman 
commuuity in Bengal”. 

Shortly after this yet another ferrible blow was aimed at the life of the Muslim 
as community a blow which laid the community absolutely prostrate and helpless. 
In 1835, the’ Court language was suddenly changed from Persian to English, in 
flagrant violation of tho East India Company’s treaty with Emperor Shah Alam. 
This change deprived Muslims of their language of culture and sustenance, and at 
one blow the entire Muhlim people was relegated to the position of backwardness. 
Muslims of those days, as the Bast India Company knew very well, were disinclined 
towards English education not onlv because of their disgust at the cruel and 
tobarous tie«itmont to which tho English had subjected tJiem but also because in 
the whole country there was not a single educational institution where they could 
acquire such (*ducatiou in an atmosphere of their own culture and civilisation. Such 
schools or collogos as thou existed for the imparting of English education had been 
ostublishod by Christian missionaries and the toachois wore either Christians or 
llmdus. In this connection the well-known historian Sir William Hunter has 
dopicted the feoiiiigs of the Muslims of those days in these significant words : “The 
language of oiir (lovernmont schools in i^ower Eongal is Hindu, and the masters are 
Ilindus. Tbo higher sort of Mussalraans spurned tho instructions of idolators 
through tho medium of the language of idolatry”. 

(luiiih^men, my narration of tliis talo of sorrow has not yot reached its conclusion* 
During tho middfo of tho 19th. century still furtlior blows were struck at tho Indian 
MuKiims which coinpleio‘l their downfall. Tho Bepoy Mutiny of 1857 which kindled 
tho lire of levongo in the hoails of the Ikitish against Indians In geuerai and the 
Muslims in particular had its ivperunssions in Bongal'also. Into that woeful chapter 
that fullowod the Mutiny L shall not enter hero. Bullice it to say that things came 
to such a pass towards the oud of tho IDth century that tho hearts of even a few 
jitslicedoving Britons W(3ro moved. Bomo of them who were eminent writers and 
historians, felt impollod to draw tlio attoaton of the outside world to the plight to 
wliich the Muslims had boon rotluued. But by then the victim was at his last gasp 
and tlm very people who had made India so great and so glorious had been forcibly 
roduceti to tho position of hulots in their own laud. 

Bo mu.di for the historical past Coming to moro rocont times, wo find that oven 
after tlio British poih^y in India ha I umiergono a reorientation there was considerable 
unwillingm^HS to concedt) tho Muslims their rights in full, much less to make atone- 
ment for the past, (heat injustice was done in the matter of allocuting seats to 
Muslims in tho Councils under the Montagu-Oholmsford Constitution. The subse- 
qiamt Communal Award has to some extent made up for that injusiioe, but we are 
still tho victims of a grave wrong bcouaso alihough tho Muslim population in Bengal 
is about fifty six per cent of tho whole, yet not moro than forty-eight per cent of the 
seats in the Legislative Assembly have boon allotted to our community. Tho result 
has boon that the Muslims cannot run the administration of a province in which 
they are in an unquostionod majority without mitering into coalition with or depending 
on tho support of other parties* In other provinces, however, whero Oongruss has 
secured majorities it can ami has formed Ministries of its own without oaring to taka 
into account the wishes or the feelings of tho Muslim minorities* Thoreforo, gentlemen, 
our first problem is to find some means of getting redross for tho wrong done to ns 
by the Communal Award* which has reduced Muslim minorities to mlnoritm Our 
second problem is to devise ways and moans to bring their folly and Ihoir guilt home 
in Mnsums who have boon deceived by tho high sounding but insinocro promises of 
the Congress or who havo betrayed the Muslim cause by deserting tho community and 
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joining hands with its avowi’d opjmnonis in ordLM- h) th.Mt* own selfish ends. 

Through the conduct of sown of our own niou nr<‘ Muslim ranifs hoing thus disintogr- 
atod. If it had been a question of fighting the Congicss and flm Mahasaldiu only, then 
sorely all their designs and ail their ta«*tit;s would hnvo hc'on little avail against 
the united front of Islam, and this humbler servant of yoma would have smashed 
through the net work of Congiess and Maliasahha vil(3s as easily as one sweeps 
away fragile gossamer. But the condued of these dupes of the Congnjss and these 
betrayers well-nigh dishearten me, and I sometimes ask inyscdf if a community whi( 5 h 
call stilH produce so many foolish or treaeh(U‘ous men is worth striving for, praying for 
and weeping for. Yet, gentlemen, wo must not, %vo cannot and we will not yiidd to 
despair. It is of the very essonco of the spirit of Islam to poisevero the more thore 
are dangers, difficulties and impediments in tho way. It is our inciirnl»ent duty to 
bear constantly in mind that in India wo hold tho integrity and saf(‘ty of Islam as a 
sacred trust. Wo are born unto these traditions inh'Titpd from generation 
to generation, and the sacred duty to protect Islam and nphohl its traditions devolves 
upon us a heritage from our forbears. Hhall wo be found wanting in tho fuHilmeni 
of the duties of this glorious triisleeHliip ? Shall wo a)ii>w our ehorislied nalioiial, 
cultural and social traditions to be thus resolutely and ruthlessly assath^d and yet do 
nothing to prepare ourselves and raai shall all rrur r(‘Kourf!es to resist the onslaught 
and maintaiu and presorve our national riglrts and our cultural heritage V 

Speaking particularly of Bongal, lot me now ask u few fjuestioim of those mis- 
guided Muslims who are trying to build a house anarr from the unit.*d honso of Islura 
and who have, through their action, ji^opaidisr^d tlie soiiilantv of Mussalmans. 

Where is the differonoe betw(»on tin? published prf‘grammf‘ of tin? sifcodurs in 
Bengal and tho programme which the Coalition Taily has pliecjii before it luid work- 
ing out with ail earnestness and promptitude V What justification, then, had these 
sccedors to break away from the Coalition Party of Bengal V Do they not see that 
the Congress, in Its own majority provinces, has tnt admitl<*d any other party into 
Coalition with it, and that in any caso (ioaliiion with it can bo only on such terms us 
amount to the virtual effiaof'inont of the Muslims us a sopuraio political entity V Eviui 
our Coalition Party, in spite of its numoricnl strength, has been fur<i<*d to enter into 
alliance with certain other groups. Tho Krisliak^iVoja Party and tliu Independent 
Proja Party together number not more than 30 in tho Bengal Asnemhly and the 
Bengal Council. How, then, can they ho[jo to form a Ministry in Bengal without the 
aid of such parties as tho Congress V And if they attach themselves to (ho Congress, 
how can they for a moment hope to achievo anylhing that will confer any real bene- 
fit upon tho Muslims and the masses of Bengal V 

Oentlqmon, I havo already taken much of your time, hut before I resume my 
seat I wish to make hero and now n revelation to you and to tho world at largo. 
The Congress has during roeent months again and ug.dn made cvortuies to mo efier- 
ing mo the Premiership in a Congress Coalition Cabinet in Bengal. If I liad njspon- 
ded to those overtures 1 would have still boon tho Premier and continued to be 
perhaps for an indefinitely long period. But snob a I’remimship won hi have lieen 
no bettor and no more xoal than the Kingship of Hhuh A lam or the Ni/.amat of Mir 
dafar. Had I thus signed with my own hands the dt‘alh warrant of Islam, with wiuit 
face would I havo stood before iny Maker and Jlis Prophet mi tho (lay of (Inal rook- 
oning V But let it not bo supposed that I am against an honourable agroomont with 
the Congress. I dnfdare that oonsistont with tho Islamic priuclplos of peace and 
toleration 1 am prepared to agroo to work %vith tho Cmigrer,H rm tlio following forms. 
First, the Congress should come to an honourable mutual understanding with the 
Muslim League, and reshuffio its Mhiistrins in tho various piovincos in Coalition wdh 
the League parties in tho rospectivo logiHlafurcs. t^ooond, tho Congress should come 
to an honourable agreoment with tho League in matter of appointments to public 
services and in matters pertaining to tho social and cultural life of the Muslim pooplo. 
•Ihira the Congress should mediate in the Bhahidganj qui^stion botwcon Maslims 
and 8;kh$ and bring about a settlomont which will be aceeptablo to both ilie com- 
mumtms and which will ensare poaco and the cessation of the present unrest 

But gontlomen it is useless in the light of past exporionco lor Muslims to expijot 
from the Congress any thing like fair and equitable treatment. I shall give you ono 
typical example of the callousness of Congressmun towards Muslim sentimonts. Tlio 
other day when Nawabxada Loaquat Ali liiau was reciting in tho U. X*. Assembly 
the tiwes of opf>rassioa on the Muslims in different places and was even giving 
concrete metanoea in, support of his aUegaiion, what wore the Congressmen an the 
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IToiise ? Tlioy^ wero laughing ami ridiculing him. Here were indeed not ono 
but many Neros all fidtlling to express thoir imholy glee at the burning of Romo. 
If a hundredth part of such oppressions had boon visited on the Hindus then indeed 
would the Ganges have boon afire from eml to end. ButJ the sufferings of Muslims 
are to Congress matters for mockery and laughter. 

Let us contrast the plight of the Muslims in the Congress piovinces with the 
conditions of Hindus living in non-Congress provinces. In this province^ for instance, 
there has noithor been communal rioting nor can any one die a single instance of 
oppression on the minority community. In Congress provinces riot had laid 
tho countryside waste, Muslim life, limb and property have been lost and blood has 
freely flowed, but bore in Bengal not one head has been broken nor ono drop of 
blood has been shod. There the Muslims are leading their lives in constant terror, 
overawed and oppressed but here tho Hindus aie leading perfectly happy peaceful 
lives —a circumstance that delights and gratifies us. There mosques are being defiled 
and the culprits never found nor is the Muslim worshipper unmolested, but here 
worship procoetls unhampered in Hindu temples and none dare defile thorn, because 
wo resolutely set the^ law in motion against any evil-doer who would defile or 
desecrate any community’s places of worship, There you will find many instances 
whoro Muslim officers have been unjiistly treated or deprived of thoir legitimate 
rights, hero I defy any one to cite a single instance where a Hindu officer has been 
unfairly treated by us. I assure you that our treatment of the minorities in our 
charge is such that the Congress Ministers may well take a leaf out of our book and 
emulate our example. 

Tho Congress loudly proclaims itself to bo tho friend of the tenantry. And yet, 
wliat has the Congress Ministry done in Bihar for the Kisans as compared with what 
we have done for the Projas in Bengal ? Let me give you a few salient points of 
conirast. In Bihar “salami’’ has boon retained at eight per cent while iu this non^ 
Congress province of Bengal it has been abolislied altogether. In Bihar tho right of 
zemindars to realise rent tlirongh certificates still obtains, but hero it has been done 
away with. Jforu in Bengal we have also stopped onhanoemont of rout for a period 
of hm years but in Bihar no such relief has boon given to the poor tenants. That 
is the picture in Bihar and this is tho picture in Bengal. And yet Oongrossmon call 
tiunnsiilvas better friends of tho musses than wo of the Bengal Coalition and 
the Muslim League. 

Oeiitlofnen, T wish 1 could conclude, for already I have taxed your patience 
omniglu Hut before T sit down, I must frankly and freely express my oonviciion 
that; wo the Muslims of India must staml on our own legs and fight our battles alone. 
Li^t UH once and for all abandon all hope of protection through tho '•socalled safe- 
guards in the Constitution. We must shape our own destiny unaided by any outside 
authority and in spite of onr political opponenls. British authority in India has 
indeoii c(*.aHed to function and the sceniro is slipping fast from British hands. True 
that the British still hold sway in Delhi and Simla but that sway increasingly lacks 
reality and is hecorning more and more like that of tlio successors of Aurangazeb. 
After all, the British came to India ns traders and as traders they are now anxious 
to remain* they would sooner part with power than with trade. They believe that 
their uommercial interests will he best served through au alliance. Their guarantees 
to the minorities and particularly to the Muslims of India have proved to be shallow 
through and through. Tlie sooner we cease to rely on them the bettor. We must 
fight the battle of Islam alone and without our resources. Let us resolve to ight 
it to the bittiu* imd, relying on the justico of our <jauso and undaunted by tho 
gathering foree.s against us. Lei us prepare to fight, if need be, on a double front 
and with our ba(;k.s to the wall. If FauSpat and Thaneswar must repeat themselves, 
let tho Muslims prepare to give as glorious an account of themselves as did their 
forbears. 

(Gentlemen, T apologmo for tho length of this speech but I liavo done no more 
than to give you a recital of barn facts whicli I challenge any ono to contradict, 
I am de«?ply grateful to you ft)r the patient heanng you have given me aud 
i once more make you welcome to Beugnl to doHberato upon the mumoutous issucB 
that are before our community to-day. May the all-morciful God guide these deli- 
berations on the right iiuos and may your aecisiuas bring nearer the day of Islam’s 
doliveranco in India* 
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The Fresidentiai Adress 

Tbo following is tlio text of prosidontial address dolivured by Mr. Mahomed Ali 
Jinnah 

“After the last annual session of the All-India Muslim Loaguo which took place 
on the 15th of October, 1937 I should like to place before you a briof suramuty of 
the work done and the various events that have occurred since. "You know also that 
at the last session the constitution and tho rules of the All-India Muslim League 
were overhauled and some very important changes wore erahodied in thorn. The 
new constitution has now oemo into operation and according to tho resolution of the 
All-India Muslim Loaguo Committees bavo boon appointed in various provinces to 
o»’ganize provincial and district leagues ali over India and I am glad to toll you that 
in every pi*ovince district loaguos havo boon established and during the last six 
months they have enrolled members not by hundreds not by thousands but by lakhs. 

Daring my touis in differont parts of India I found a tremendous political awakon- 
ing and enthusiasm among the Mussalmans and there is almost an insatiable d(‘siro 
amongst the people to come under tho banner of tho All-India Muslim League. 
This enormous mass of support that is rallying around tho policy and programme of 
the All-India Muslim League requires to be harnessed, mobilised, co-ordinated and 
controlled. Then alone with proper guidance we shall achieve the goal for which 
we are fighting. 

Wo havo to a oortaiu oxtont freed our people from tho most undesirable reaction- 
ary elements. We have in no small degree removed tho unwholesome iulluenoo and 
fear of a certain sectiou who used to .pass off as Maulanas and Monlavis. We have 
made effoits tu take our women with us in our struggle and in many [ilaoes that I 
visited they took enormous interest and participated in various functions and 
gatherings. 

We havo to carry on and maintain tho policy and the programme of the Muslim 
League on a political plane. Within less than six months wo havo sucooodod in 
organising Mussulmans all over India as they never were at any time daring the 
last century and a half. They havo boon galvanized ami awakened in a manner 
wdiioh has astounded and staggered our opponents Mussalmans havo shaken off 
toipor and shod their misorablo state of despair and duraoralisaliun into whicli thoy 
were sunk so dof^p. They are beginning to rintlise that they are a power. They 
possess tho strongli, the potentialities of which thiiy liavo not yet realised, and if 
only thoy will take their affaiis in their own hands and stand togeiluT uuiWd there 
is no power tiiat cau resist their will, 

Thii Council of the All-Iudia Muslim League hatl decided to observe tho 18th of 
February as tho Shahidganj Day. Mootings were hold all over tho country and the 
reports tluit have boon x’oeeived* in the oflice show that the League’s word roaoliod tho 
far-off •corners of tho country. In practically every city and town and oven in some 
villages the resolution of tho Luagiiu was carried out. 

I am fully conscious tiiat to-day the Hhahidganj question is uppermost in the 
mind of every Mussalmaii throughout Umlia and tlmro can he no doubt that the 
fooling and sontimcnl amongst thorn is genuine and sinoens and there can be no 
question that tho dcmolitiou of the mosque has wounded <leeply their roligiouvS sus- 
ceptibilities. Tho average man feels that his moscpio was ruthlessly and wantoaly 
desiroyed. ft is to be regnittod that a great community like the Bikhs should havo 
been carried away and resorted to ruthless action of domulishing tho mosque in the 
manner in which tfiey did. 

At fho same time T realise that certain individuals on both sides wore and have 
been aggressive to each other and ernatod a situation which has involved tho two 
great communities into a {msition of impiusso. 1 deplore tho excosses committed on 
noth sides and regret deeply tho loss of lives of innocent mombors of both the 
communitios and deprecate resort to methods which resulted in killing mmoont lives. 
The question viewed from its true porspoctive is very easy of solution if only both 
the communities will realise their moral obligation to each other and put down 
certain mimdiinvous and aggressive demonts that make tho task more difHcult for an 
honourable setricmont. 

I appeal to tho leaders of the Sikh community to rise above tho question of jftos- 
tigo or meur propro^ and I advice tho* Mussalmans, white rocoguizing their deep 
feelings and sharing thoir religious suscoptibilitles which I have no doubt arc genuine- 
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ly and deeply wounded, to mliso that the way to sottlomont is not aebioTed by 
dictation from^ one eomraunity to tho other. 

The Council of tho All-India^ Muslim Loaf^uo has already passed a resolution to 
which I wouhi draw tho attention of the delegates present liore. It runs as follows : 

“In view of tho decision of tho Punjab Premier, expressing his readiness to resign 
even if tite majority of tho Muslim Members give their verdict disapproving action 
foreshadowed in^ his recent pronouncement with regard to the Shnhidganj question, 
the Council realise that the main burden and responsibility rests with the Muslim 
representatives of tho Punjab Legislature and tho public generally. The Council 
appreciate that tho gravity and tho nature of the issues involved are present to tho 
mind of Sir Sikandar llaynt and his Government ; the assurance given by him in his 
I>ronoiiTioemout of his making an earnest attempt to bring about an honourable 
settlement of the question is tho best course in tho opinion of the Council, and in 
this direction lies the way of restoring and securing a permanent peace and goodwill 
btdwoon tho two groat sister communities Muslims and Sikhs, whose moral lespon- 
sibility to ouch other, whoso interest and tho welfare, and tho larger interest of the 
Province and tho ooimtry demand that, with their great history, religion and tradi- 
tions behind thorn, they should rise above the verdicts of Judicial Tribunals and the 
decisions of legislatures and Government, and rise to tlie occasion and come to au 
honourable settlement of their own that failing such a desideratum of mutual agree- 
ment of tho parties concerned, which will bo most unfortunate, tho Council note, with 
great satisfaction, tho determination of the Punjab Government that it will not fail 
to explore and exhaust all constitutional avonues open to thorn to find a satisafotory 
and just solution of tho problem to whieh, Council are glad, they are already apply- 
ing thomselves ; and that, while the Una! decisions ns to tho policy and the lino of 
action can only bo decided by tho All-India Muslim League, the Council, in tho 
meantime, are willing and ready to render all the assistance and help they can to- 
wards tho solution of tho maltor.” 

It. is now for you. ladies and gentlemen, to give your most [anxious consideration 
to this question of Mhuhidganj and detormino upon the policy and line of action that 
may seem to you proper. 

There are Muslim League parties functioning inside the seven out of tho eleven 
provincial legislatures. The largo m«ijority of Mirsiim *mombGrs in all these seven 
provincial Assemblies belong to the Muslim League parties and tho membership of 
those paries is increasing every day. Tho Muslim League contested with great 
success a number of bye-lections to tho Xjogislutive * Assemblies in various Provinces. 
The Couneil of tho Lfiaguo appointed a Oommittoo to chalk out an cconomio social 
and cduoadonal programme for tho Mussulmans. The repoit of the Committee is 
being awaited with great interest 

We gr<‘atly deplore tho communal riots that have taken place in tho United 
Provinces and other I*rovinces. It is being Jpublicly stated by tho Congress Ministers 
in th(‘HO provitHies that the responsibility for theso liots jests on the shoulders of 
tho Mu.slim l^euguo. It is most deplorable that a Minister of the Government should 
make such loose and imtiue stuttujieuUs. Those allegations against tho Muslim League 
are absohitely without any foundation and are being used as a blind against the 
incapacity of tho Congress Governmont in those provinces to protect tho lives and 
property of tho people of the province. All sorts of malicious propaganda is being 
oarri(*d out to discredit tlio Muslim League. But, God willing, tho Muslim League 
in spite of all this will go on getting stronger every day. 

A few months ago tlic Muslim cemmunity was like no man's land but to-day it 
has come into its own and there Is no power on earth that can now keep it dormant 
or inactive. Tho Mussalmans have realijscd that thunr salvation lies in organizing 
thomsolves under tho banner of the Muslim League and once they are organised 
they need fear no one. 

NumcrouB ropresoatatlous and complaints have reached tho central office of 
hardship, ill-ticatmeut and injustico that is meted out to Mussalmans in the various 
Govommoui Provineeft, and partloularly to those who wore workers and members of 
tho All-India Muslim League, and therefore the Council were obliged to appoint a 
special committuo, under the chiurmauship of Haja Bahib Mahomed Mehdi Bahib, 
to make all neotmsary inquiries and to take such steps as ^may be considered proper 
and to submit their report to the Couneil and the President 

The Oounoil also decided authorizing mo as tlio Pn^sident to take all ncoossary 
itepa to form a Muslim Lo«»gaa party la the Central Legislature with power to tho 
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party so formed to coalosoe with any other party or j^roup wlioso policy and pro- 
fyrarame is approximately tht? same as that of tho All- India Muslim Loagno. la 
pursuance of that resolution C am glad to inform you that a Muslim League party 
in the Central Legislature in both the Houses has been formed and will function iii 
tho legislature uudor tho suporvisiou aud control of tho Council of tho All-India 
Muslim League from tho next session of tho Couiral legislature. 

Although some of the pronouncoraonts of tho President and other loaders of tho 
Congress at Haripura created an impression of a really genuine desire for tho settle- 
ment of the Hindu-Muslim question— and in pursuance of that Mr. Gandhi and Pandit 
Javvaharlal Nehru have written to mo and I have replied to those letters and the 
correspondence is going on— yet there is no slackening on tho part of the Congress in 
the determination of their set purpose to annihilate every other party and particularly 
the All-India Muslim League. 

Tho Congress attitude so far as can be summed up is first that the Communal Award 
must go look, stock and barrel ; secondly, that there must bo no sepaiate olectorai»)S, 
and thirdly that there must bo no differential franchise, aud if possibhi, there should 
bo no reservation of seats for any community. 

The result of this will be obvious, viz. that Mussalmaris will bo wip«'d out from 
securing any adequate representation either in the legislatures or in the municipal, 
local and district boards, as it happened in Bihar rooentiy since the Gov(*rnmont have 
removed even the existence of oommulative voting which existed before they assumed 
office. 

Tho Congress resolutions about fundamental rights and declarations witli regard to 
religion culture and language are nothing but pa[»or losolutious. There is not th (3 
slightest doubt that most aggressive attitude was taken up by the Congress Gov- 
ornment on tho throsliold of their assuming officio aud they endeavoured to impose the 
“Jlando Mataram*’ song in tho legislatures and after much bitterness and ofiposition it 
has boon dropped. They are pursuing a policy of making Hindi a compulsory language, 
which must necessarily, if not complolely, destroy, at any rate vitally undermine, the 
spread of the dovolopmont of Urdu, aud what is worse still is that Jfiudi with its 
Hindu ISanskritous literature and philosophy and ideals will aud must necessarily bo 
forced upon the Muslim ohiMron and students. 

In various parts of India serious difficulties are put in the way of Muslims enjoy- 
ing liberty of obsorvifig their rtdigious rights freely. It la one tiling to make every 
high sounding doe.Iaratiori such as the Congress are in the habit of making mid the 
Working Committee repeating tlnmi, but it is another thing how to translate them 
into action, and so far tho Congress are preaching one thing aud practising just tlie 
contrary. 

Tho President of the Congress, Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bir.o, having quoted those 
paper resolutions aliout so-culled protection of roliglou culture and language proceeded 
to state : » o t 

“The time is opportune for ronowfng onr efforts for the final solution of the prob- 
lem, I believe I am voicing the feelings of all CongroHsmen when I say that we are 
eager to do our very best to arrive at an agreed solution consistent with tho funda- 
mental principles of nationalism.*’ 

Hero I wish ho was speaking on behalf of all tho Congrossmon as ho believed ho 
was. It is no use masquerading under the name of nationalism. Congress is a Hindu 
body mamly. It is bogging tho whole quostion to say that we are eager to do our 
very best to arrive at an agreed solution aud qualify it by saying consistently with 
the fundamenta prmcifiles of nationalism as If tho Muslim League was opposed to 
the fundamental principles of nationalism. Muslims have made it clear more than 
pneo that besides tho question of religion, culture, language and personal laws, there 
IS another question equally of life and death for thorn and that their future destiny 
and fate are dopondont upon Ihoir securing definitely their poHtioal rights, their due 
shanj in the national lifo, tho Governmont and tho administration of tho country, 

They will fight for it till tho last ditch and all the droams and notions of tho 
llmdu Kaj mast be abandoned. They will not bo submerged or dominated and they 
will not Burrewdor so long as thore is life in thorn. 

The Muslim League claims the status of oomplote equality with tho Congress or 
any other orgamsatiou and wo have our problem to solve. We have under tho 
present epndi lions to organise our people for building up Muslim massos for a bettor 
world and for their immediate uplift, social and economic, and wo have to formulate 
plans ox constructive aud ameliorative character which would give them immediate 
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iM.Iiof frt)m pov<}riy and wruiohotlnoss from which they are suffering more than 
any other Hcctions of iho pGO[)ie iii India. 

I wfdcfiran a policy of live ami let livo. I woluomo an undorsfantling in matters 
eoonornio and ]>olitieal. But we cannot .surrender, siihniergo or submit to tho 
dictates or th*' ukase of tho High Command of the Congress which is developing 
into a totulirariau ami authoiitativo caucus functioning iimlor liie name of the 
■Working Oommiitee and aspiring to the oosition of a ‘shadow cabinet” of a 
future Ilopublic. 

The Mmslim League is not only carrying on a struggle for the Muslims but it 
rnaintaius lliat all other irapoiiant rnmontics must have the same souse of security 
and a place in the sun of India where they will onjoy the rights and privileges as 
free oiiizens and not ho ground down by caste tyranny and caste rule. 

In my (rpinion, the tjdngre.ss is making one of the greatest blunders by pursuing 
its prasent policy. Tim High Command of the Congress has no policy except oppor- 
tuni.sm and arrogance and are utilising their organisation, because it happens to be 
the largest and most powerful to treat every other party with contempt and they 
imagine that they have already become tlie rales of ludhi. It is astounding that 
they tioliovo that they liavo couquerel six provinces absolutely and in the seventh 
they liavn a dominant voice avS the mijority in tho coalition of the North West 
Eioniter Province are Congressmen and tliey talk of drum beating and they believe 
that it won’t be very long before the rum uni ng four Proymoos will fail befoio the 
conquering heroo.s of the High Command of the Congress. 

But to tho Musalmans [ say I hat 'tiny mist realise that there cannot be any 
honourable settlement between two parties whoa one claims to bo superior to tho other 
and has for its aim and object the domination and dictation of the other. Jlonourable 
settlement can only be achieved betwooii equals and unless the two parties learn to 
roKpeet and fear each other there is no solid ground for anv sottlement. 

Be.sidcs (won if a soltlomonr doo.s come, iinlos.s tho Miissalman.s are fully organised 
and have forged .siinotions behind them as well as the solid and iiuitod backing be-* 
hind thorn, the agreemiuits, pacts or treaties can only bo treated as a scrap of paper 
unl()ss they can bo enforced by power from behind which will see that tho terms 
are carrieil out and mriiiitainod. 

Therefore, my appiuU to I ho M'lssalmans is ‘Don’t depend upon anybody. You 
must (b'peud upon your own inherent . strengtli and the Mussulmans have not yet 
realised what power aud strength they possess if they wore properly mobilised as one 
solid people. VVo iiave to go through a grout deal of spado work and suffering. Our 
uppouetds will use all jiossibio means Jof suppiussion. They may practice tyranny 
and may persecute us ; but I am (loufident that wo shall emerge out of that ordeal 
belter, stronger than we have ever been. 


Second Day — Calcutta— 18th April 1938 


Froccedingi and Resolutions, 

Thti League met for tho stjcond day on the ISth. April 


and discussed and passed 


the followin'' resolulion.^. ^ 

The Heu’ ble Mr. /Jimnin Imam (Bihar) moved the first resolution which ran : 

“This sc.siuou of tho .Vll-lniia Muslim League pbcos on record its sense of approcia- 
tlou <d the efforts of the lluq Ministry m Bengal and Waadullah Ministry in Assam, 
particuhulv for rusisiiiig the nn<dii nations of the Congress to break through t hew 
fronts and’ appeals to eveiy Mussalmuu to accord whole-hearted support to the Minis- 
tries in Ikmgal and i\ss;.uii” 

In moving tho nisoiution Mr. Imam doproentod disunity in Moslem ^ ranks in tim 
two provifie(is. For the lirst time in history the majurity community in Bengal had 
got riower into their bands, which their Hindu brothron cmild not tolorato because 
their historic pnjjudieO'i, The Mosieui Lo.igno appealed to the Oingress to come 
the right path and Ji‘ave the tactics of dividing the Muslims. ^Hc asked those Mui 
memheiH who had left the CoaUiion Baity to realise the real mteution of the Congress 
aud coma back to the foil of the Moslem L»‘aguo. n* 

Mr. IhidaHuim (Bengal), Khan Ihhadiir Haji lushid Ahmed of pelhi, Mr% 
Ashrafutldiu Oheudhury of Assiun, Hyod Murtoa Hahob, M. n. a* (Central),^ from 
Modraa aud Mr. Mkv Ahmed (Bihar) suppoited tho rosolutiou which was carried. 
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SUAHIDOANJ Dri5PUTE 

The main resolution of tlio present session rej 5 \ar(ling‘ the Sliahidgiinj dispute was 
moved by Mr, Chaudhuri/ Kkaliquzzaman^ M. l, a. (U. P.), Leader of tiio Oppesiliou 
in the U. P. Assembly. Tho resolution ran : 

“■While endorsing the resolution of tho Conuoi! of the All-India Moslem League 
passed at Delhi on March 30, 1938, this special session of tho Ali-Irdia M(>slem 
League in view of the fact that the Punjab Governmont has given an as.siuancfi to 
the effect that they were adopting every means for arriving at an huiiourahlo seltle- 
ment of the Shahidganj prohlom assures them of its co-oporatiun ami assistnneo 
in bringing about the settlement, and appeals to tho Mussulmans to oruate and 
maintain a peaceful atmosphere in order to facilitate that settlemenr.’* 

In moving the resolution Mr. Khaliquzzaman said that the Hlnihidgiinj affair had 
ceased to be a mere provincial problem, but had assumed all India imporfamto. Hir 
Sikander Hyat Khan had assured the Moslem League to-day that hu was trying his 
best to solve the problem and he was ready to resign as soon as the Moslems consi- 
dered that his attitude on Shaliidgunj was not oonsistont with tho League’s dofsisiou. 
It was possible that the decision of the League with regard to this matter mu'ht not 
satisfy all, but they wore passing through a critical time ami must proctu'd cautiotisly. 
They must see to it that they did not give a handle to their enemies to put a cheek 
on the growth of the League. Political foresight demanded tliat they should give >Sir 
Sikander full opportunity to tackle the problem. There was no other way. 

Discussing the Civil Disobedience movement, ho said that this mtdhod at thy present 
stage would liamjier Sir Sikander. Tho Moslems of Itidia had given Sir Kikandor a 
chance to settle the problem and to threaten him at this stage with Civil Diboijodi*,*nco 
was going to put him in a very embanasHing position. 

Prof. Enayetulla from th (3 Punjab supporting the resolution said ’that the Muslims 
of tho Punjab should give Sir Sikander an opportunity to settle tho difficult: probh'rn. 
There could bo no peace in tho Punjab until and unless the prol>lem was honourably 
settled foi' the Moslems. Ho acousod those who wox*e carrying on (livil IhsoluMlieneo to 
be tho agents of tho Congress ami their movement wus d<*Higutiil to wnoik tiie Mo;,i<‘m 
community of the Punjab. It was the duty of tiie Muslims to lu'o to it that tho 
Ministry of Sir Sikander reraainod in power. Cntmising the (Jnngross, he^ said that 
Pandit Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi when invited to mediate in Slmlildgan] dispute, 
had refused to invervono in tho affair, 

Mr. Hahibulla (U, P.) supporting the resolution said he believed that when the 
matter concerned the two grisat communities, Moslems and Hikhs, sidtloment would not 
be difficult. Had they to deal with 'hania* Congress, it would have been otherwise. 
Sir A, Q, Ohuznavi also aupiiorieii tho resolution wliicli was carried, 

Punjab PnEMiKu’s BtmnnN 

Sir Bikandar Hyat Khan then addressed thu gathering. Speaking in Urdu 
he said that he was there to explain to them tlie problem on whiolt they 
bad given a sensible duoisioii. llo nssun^d tho gutliering tliat )io realihod 
the pain and distress which tho Sluihidgunj affair had given to tho Moslems of India 
and he was no exception. It was not very easy to settle this probhen. It required 
great foresight, patienoo and political wisdom to solve it. After his doolaration to 
which a reference bad boon made, tho atmosphere in tho Punjab had greatly improvtjd. 
He conid toll them that tho majority of tim Muslims and Biklis wanted an houourablo 
settlement Under tho circumstances ho was snro that it would be possibln to arrive 
at a settlement* His po.sttion was very dolieato, and ho could not give vent to his 
feelings, but he would like to a.ssuro his moslem brothers that if his activities did not 
satisfy them, ho would bo ready to resign. 

Proceeding, Sir Bikandar said that when Mr, Iinnah organised tJie Moslem LoaguOi 
Punjab and Bengal did not at lirfit join him. Mr* Jinnah^s •ieiniorship was challengetl 
because two provinces whore the Muslims wore in majority did not join the League. 
It was naturally a chailoago to tho Muslims of India, Bo ho decided to give him all 
support. Accordingly he wont to Himla and Lticknow and bo assured Mr. Jinuah that 
they of tho Punjab and ^Bengal wore behind him* No misunderstanding could tear 
thorn away from tho League, ^ 

Sir Bikandar also appdalod to Bengal Muslims to work togothor as they baa boon 
doing in the Punjab so that they might not hear the disturbing reports ^of intrigue 
which they heard from time to time. If the Moslems of Bengal and Punjab hurt, it 
would be disastrous not only for the two provinoes, but also for other proviaoes and 
Xnoiaa nationalism would also suffer* 
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PEOCEEDINGS k RESOLUTIONS 

CONCfRESS GoVEBNilENTS BlAMED 

Mr. Zahar Ahmed, M.L.A, then moved the following resolution 
‘^rhat fhis special session of All India Moslem ^League views with alarm the large 
number of communal riots which aro taking place in U. P., Bihar, C. P., Bombay and 
otht‘r provinces resulting in the loss of life and property -of the Miissalmans. In the 
opinion of the League, 'Congress Governments have signally failed to discharge their 
primary dutv of protecting the Muslim minorities in their provinces, and it declares 
that if'immoiiate stifps aro not taken to protect the Mussalmans by the Congress Gov- 
onimenis, the oousoquenco to the country as a v/hole will be disastrous. The League 
({Oiigratulates the Muslims in villages and towns on patience and forbearance ^ that 
they have shown during these ^occurrences. This League calls upon the Provincial 
Leagues to collHct all necessary information about all these incidents and submit their 
reports to tiio Council of the All-India Muslim League at an early date,” 

Mr. //iiHsam Imam seconded the resolution. In putting the resolution to vote, Mr. 
Jiiiuuli siufl that the Council had appointed a responsible committee to enquire into 
all allegations of ill-treatment in the Provinces in which the Mahomedans were in min- 
ority. When they reported, they would not allow themselves to rest content till they 
viiuiicaloil thomsulvos. The resolution was carried. 

Anti-Moslem Activities in Peontier 

Moved by Mr. Ziauddin and seconded by Mr. Aurangzeh (leader of the Opposiiion 
in the Frontier Assembly) the following resolution was passed 

‘'That this mooting of the All-India Moslem League calls upon the Mussalmans of 
India to lake special steps to combat the Congress anti-Muslim activities in the Fron- 
tier Province.” . , i 

Maulana Shauhat AU, thanking tho Reception Committee, said that the Moslem 
League was prepared for an honourabieSsettlement with'jthe Congress for farther pro- 
gress of tho country but on condition that the Congress must have faith in the Lea- 
gue. When Moslems wore in Congress it was really a national organisation, but it 
was now “a wondering Jew”, If Congress wanted a settlement with the League, it 
must ct'ase setting Muslim against Muslim. That game did not pay and sooner it 
was given up the butter. , , . , . 

Mr. A. AT. Fazlul Huq urged the assembly to take a solemn pledge to bring under 
tho banmir of Ijoague tho ontiro Muslim population of India. 

[■^nicoeding, Mr. Huq said that His Exoelioncy the Viceroy the other day went 
out of his way and said that six provinces of India were now being administered by 
tho luilian National Congress, flis Excellency forgot for the moment that four 
proviuciis of India wore hoing administered by non-Congress Ministries and that these 
provinces werii dolormincd not to allow’ the Congress to come into power there. He 
was not afraid of criticising it how<wur high placed the authority might be. Only 
tho oihor day His Excolloncy tho Viceroy asked Mahatma Gandhi to see him before 
tho former ltdt; for Himla. Why Lord IJulithgow asked him to see him ? It was be- 
<uuso tho nu<*stion of Fudoration was hanging in tho balance, and possibly His 
Kxoolleaoy thought and his addrossors also had told him that the solution lay with 
Mahatma Oandlu. “The solution”, continued Mr. Huq, *‘does not lie there. There are 
other fiarlioM to lie consulted. His Excollouoy may not know, but let me make it 
that no problem worth tho name and oonnectod with any question relating to 
tho administration of India can bo solved without roforenco to the All India Muslim 
Loaguo. The i#agixo is not yet properly organised, but yet it is worth hundreds o| 
National Congrossos. Each and fjvery one of the League is a lion and a tiger and 
ready lo shod tho last drop of his blood for tho sake of Islam.” 

Mr. A/. A. Jinnah, in his concluding speech, dilated upon various suggestions made 
al the Confurouco. Ho said that time was not yet ripe to raiso funds to meet the 
propaganda that was being made by tho Congress in the Frontier, nor could tho 
Jiuaguo oflloially start a paper of its own. Ho hold that the present session had been 
a woudoiful KOHHion. He urgtjd every Muslim to become member of the League. 

As regards Mr. Fa/Jul Uuq’s ruforouco to tho Viceroy’s meeting with Mr. Gandhi, 
Mr, .linnah said that time was coming when higher authorities than oven H. 1. the 
Viceroy would Imvo to consult tho League. He was sure that time was coming. He 
Imii absolute faith in his people and knew that his people would not fail him or the 
I^mguo. , , 

The session at this stage came to a oonolusion. 



The Ali India Socialist CoyTferencc 


Fourth Sesiicn— Lahore— 12lh a 13tb Ajiril 1933 

Amidst ontliiisksiiw scenns fourUi s-ission nf iln^ Afi-lMlia ;s»M-i,iIisl 

Couferonne opened at Lahore <m the 12th April 1933 in a spae.ous pjoidal in" tiitj 
Munieipul Gardens, 

Prominent amon,<^ tlioso present Srimafi Kumnln'ki'j Clrnffopaflhm^tf 
Narmdra JDcv^ Meherally^ Jai Pralcash AUiruin* ArhtiKl rdhaa, iuihnvnbi' 

Faridul liaq Ansari, Ilathoc tShhjh^ Dnmodar H^ijjdd Z{thv^i\ aiai -ynil 

Mehta, “ - , . - - 


Mr, M. 72. Massani was ananiniousiy eleefpd of tin* All-India (N)n*>h.s*; 

Socialist Party Confereiico af a meotini; nf th*‘ dido hi-H »'n Ihn I2ih, April at 
Lajpat Rai Hall and atlemled hy lojiioMndaliies finm (ho o.xl(‘j*n (Jon-ircHi: 'pio\infV*s 
iiioludiu«: Mr. Narendra Dev, Mr. dai Piakahh Naiain and Mr. Ma sum. A delate w[] 
held on the Kisan movement, Tnnh^ ITnnm work mid odor uihed Mildoeta. At the (‘o'l- 
elusion of the mooting, Mr, Massuni was i.tken nt a ' idon whedi afti*}* paradin'* 
the principal streets of the city, teim-iiuioi outunie tln^ Moor (hife, wlieie the mnn 
Coturress session was held. * 

For the lirst time in the liisiory of the Pnnjuh tlm Oomposs Fh»*.»^ and the IJimI 
were hoisted side hy^ .side l»y Mr, Jai f rahayh Karain in thepainlal of the 
hooialist Oonferenco. Lxplainin*? the mason why the two 11, era weie hoisti*d. Mi 
Jaiprakash said that llieni was no ditlVremie heiv.eoii the two tlu'c;. Thur main ol.joi’t 
was to stten^iheii the (lyht for freiHloni. ^I’heif* used to he ddferenoeH umom*' them 
^rpiduaily they had understood (Imi the li:{ht for frendom sllould lie 



The Weleome Atldross 

Mr. Munnhi Ahnml IHn, Olirtirmim of (he Onntniit.M, in bin (uIiIicsm 

royiijwed f.ho woik duiio bj' tlio Houialist Taity m tljt> I’uiiial) lui.t vi'ur anil iiniiil.'ii 

o£ kisan wblias .md lia.i toriu^ (radii nnitms in ton dbt lints la&t ynar. Uofoi riii)' 
ilU"« ion Mr, Ahm.‘d Din .said if had takon an uouiii form in llm 
1 uiijab ami hjiroau to fho l<r(uificr I’niviiiiiu, wlioi’ii snvoral umrdm of iiiiim'nnt, 
woTof This q.uaiou h;,,s also iirovud a hindhanoo in th.i 

pron'nf'L* wlooh Morkml for tho oiaiiioaiwu of oommuualism from llm 


The Pre«idenHel Ad[dre«« 

ItiK prohideritial address, Mr. i/, U J/atimtii dusuribed tho 
object of rovoiutiouary .socialism and said 

^1? Jiovulutjoimry Hocialists, \vhtd.hor in India or abroad, 
' brom all the yanous po imos and tenek that niulor the name uf 
boc uhfem^ I would pmk out tho abohUon of private property and tho evolution uf 
n classless pioiety as of the CHHimco of Hootn1i.sm, I would say that tlio basic concept 
J* Mquuhty mid Liberty* Nothinfc is Socialism 

that does not msmt cm the aholitmu oC jirivato ownership of tho instruments of 
distnbutmn and oxchmw ^wtd tho building up of a ciasHless socieiy. 
Wotmng can bo Koeiahsm which is a nogatUm of equality or liberty. It is nooessary 

it hists which dilfcrimtiato gonuino BoaialiBib 

from bastard Boomiism of tho Hationabst Special (Nazi) and othor spurious brands, 
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Mr, Mass'mi rout limed : ‘‘Tiio Ma*'xisf clas.siiis i>»iilfui!)t(3-lly liiniisli im trith 
v.'iluaiile trainnii: in the applicatiun i>f fu«r prineiples. N')thin,f); is Ttiore iiiiMiral thaa 
thal we shoaltl hark l»aok to tho teacliin^s <»f Marx and Letuii in hammerinij out our 
cMir poli(ii(‘H, as Dami oaihvl tho workeis back to Maix during tho daik years of 
the Inst War when tin* Socialist leaders forgot their mission and asked tlie workers 
to figlit *to make the world safe for democra^.y/ At tho same time, nothing 
<o'in 1)0 more disusfious than to decide issues not by wdial our reason dictates in 
the given circumMances hut by what so-and-so said in ihis-or-that year. 

‘'Some of us disliiiguish our ‘^Scioatl^l(^’ Socialism from what we call with mis- 
placed ijonteiTipt *Sentiine-niar Socialism Tho real choice to-day seoms to me to 
bt^ tutAvei'u Scientinc Socialism and Dogmaihs or Authoritaiian Socialism. To put it 
another way, we have to prevent Socialism from being made into a dogma, almost a 
iN’lipJeii. Lenin rigidly declared that religion was the o])iiun of the people. Me was 
net thinking of Christianity alone. And his words wouhl ceitainfy apply to Socialism 
i)r Ceinmmiism, if we allowed Hocialism or Comniimism to degeiPira«o into a religion. 

‘‘'lliore are grave dangms of this happening. IDfore our eyes we have seen the 
giowfh of a spirit of dogmatism and intoleinnco which is chaiacteristic of adherents 
oi f))ginised religious. In the Marxist fold to-day, we liavo the orthodox and the 
heietins. At a coriain stage in the history of the Roman Catholic ohuroh there 

weie, two rival Po])t‘Sj one at Rome and tho other at Avignon, AYe see a similar 

Kitintion in tho Marxist world to-day. Uukovsky, when ho was Soviet Ambassador 
in i^aris, annonneod promlly : ^We Bolsheviks are a congregation. We obey.’ To my 
mind, tho Socialist movement loses its sonl, ceasfis to be that dynamic force which 
is lo overthrow kingdoms an«l systems of society in the interest of the masses of 
the p'*oplo on the dav on which becomes an organised religion, with its Popes, its 

(uudinuls and its Jesuits, its Censor and its Index. Rather we want something of 

tliM ie.cnoclastic mentality of Pundit Mctilal Nehni who, -when somebody remarked in 
tho delates on the 8arda Bdl that tho 8astras enjoined chid marriage, declared 

wtaih fully : 'In that case, so much the worse for tho Sastras I” 

Referring to India and spcalcln^f on the part Indians have played in this Revolution, 
Mr. Masani said ; ‘‘India, before it can determine the social and economic system to 
whi)'h it shall adhere, has first to win (he pro-req[nisito of political power. India to-day 
is a country not only still subject to economic exploitation at the hands of British 
capiiuhst class, but also directly ruled by the British (lovernment I say directly because, 
iilthnugh attoinpis arc raailc to create illusions in tho minds of our people by taking into 
junior iiartuiu’ship groups of Indians and mrking them do the dirty work of Imperial- 
iKiiu th») veneer is pmlty thin and it is not diflioiilt to see the reality which is so 
tlhulv veiled by jirovincial or fiscal ‘autonomy.’ The task of the Indian people is 
(douily the wresting of political {lower from foreign hands i do its own. Gins is the 
task of achieving national indopoudeuce and of sotting up a democratic Indian State, 
It is this that makes Indian Hocialists also aident nationalists. 

‘‘I am both an anti-imperialist and a Socialist, wrote Ram Mauohor Lohia recently, 

Mt is in'ce'isary for me to proclaim my two faiths separately for now-a-days there 
me Socialists who a e suppressing the struggle against Imperialism.’ 

‘'rinu'c cannot be for the Indian people, and therefore ‘for the Indian Bocialists, 
any elToctivo part to play in tho international scene until first the people of India 
have 1(‘riiilnatud the system of foreign rule, until India has become a subject of 
iuiornational relations. Nor can tliero bo any question of building up Bocialism in 
India until first the national revolution has been accompliBhed. At tho same timo, 
there is great nood for a Socialist approach, and for the application of Bocialist 
teeitmquo. 

“Smnulism com(*s in hero and now, said Jahawarlal Nehru at Faizpiir, to help us 
to undoriitiuid our problems and point out the path to its solution and to tell us the 
real ('ontcat of the Bwaraj to come. 

“\Yhon wo look back at the course of our uatioual development and scan its 
history for tho past lifty years, wo find that since tho birth of tho Indian National 
(joagruKM in 1885 tho Htrugglo of tho Indian people has aBsnmcd differont shapes 
and torm.s. From gunoratton to gunoratieu the movement Ims changed its leadership and 
Its policy and has diwelopcd from being the expression of tho inrmitosimal minority 
of educated peoplo so ootitomptnously referred to by tho British bureaucracy to 
btdiig tho orgmn of the toiling musses of tho people wducli bus repeatedly dared to 
raino its head In direct action struggles against the firmly ontreuohod British Eaj. 
\Yo SCO also, aloagside this developmout, another tendency taking shape particularly 
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sinoe Uie last World War, in tho form of nasotoit wcoliing class movement '•whicli 
expresses itself in strikou Ity the woitois exploitutioii, ^’bctlicr by British 

or Indian capitalists; and in our own hmes wu sta‘ llic pluoionit rial rise of a peasant 

movement wliicli has been tho most strikiuf^. devtlopinunt of the past few years. 

“When wo formed oar party in wo felt ®as wo fut*! now, tliat these two 

revolutionary forces of {mrc nationalism and of economic it'volt a^^jainst exploitation 
had to bo brouj(bt iegother and harnessowl in a common endeavour. Our Parry, 
which was nppropi'iately oimngh born in prison, arf>so out of the experiences of 
the Civil Disobedience movements of 3030 and iOiiS and it is important to remember 
the background apiinsfc which it came into existence in October 3DiM It emerged 
at a time when the national foiccs had suffnretl a great revfirso and appeared to he 
retreating in disorder und(‘r tho fierco blows of intense repression i>y tlio British 

Oovoniment. The tirst task of tho Party Avas to sti'in that tido. IftAv was this to 

bo achieved? On tho one side the existing Jeadei.sliip of tho Congress, defoated in 
the Civil Disobeditnice movement, was thinking more and more in terms of constitu- 
tional agitation and opposition,— a tendency which was taking shapti in the Rwaraj 
Party, Most ot its leadeis had very littiu time to interest Ihoniselvi's in tin* coonumic 
struggles of the peasantry or the workers and comidelely failed to realise flie 
importanco of organiHing these classes and mobilising them for active i>artici(>ation 
in the national struggle. On the other hand, the Communist h'uders ol the small 
Trade Duioti Movement showc'd an equal lack of political r(*alism. They were so 
absorbed in their desiie to sot up Soviets in this country that they almost forgot 
that the British Oovemmeni had still to be overtlirowu ! Bo they direolod tho 
greater part of their attack ou tho Congress 'whicli they characterised as the l^arty 
of tho bourgoisie, quite failing to realise that for a sul>jcct people, nationalism is 
not a react ionury, but a denioca’atic and revolutirmary force.” 

Proceeding tlm speaker said : “Our Party\s fight has thoreforo from the start been 
ou two fr outs, -«ouI ling fur a new^ orientation both in tho national and the labour 
movements. It was only natural that the rnitiativo in this task fell to who 
w'{‘ro corivincod Hocialisls and who at (he same time had taken part in the national 
Pti'irggle. It is this (dose r<‘iationsliip with tin? national movement that is represented 
l»y the name which our party hear-s. Contr*ary to the cavilling critioism of certain 
people wlio ftdt that ther(» was something strange in tliis just a posilion of ^Con/;rm* 
and SSocialisP fliai oomhinaliou lias bofui, in fad, a real soiiioe of tho succoss of 
tlio party and of ils slrongth. 

“A Bocialitd Pardy in fitdin to-day has two funtlamonfal tasks,- first t<i helfi tho 
building up of a powerful national fr^ont againid P.ilfbh imperialism : and secondly, to 
spread the ideas of Bociali.srn in India an«i prepare th<» ground fnr its introduction 
onee political power has been smnired. To wdiat exlent has tlm Congress Socialist 
Party been able to perform those tasks ? 

‘‘It has been said rn^fc without gootl cause that it was tho formation of our Party 
that put Hooinlism, till then a subject for academic discussion, on tho political 
map of India. When wo look luwk and review tho background of defeat 

and denioraiixation againgst which tho party took shape in 303d wo are 
able to realise how mncii has boon achieved in tho direction of radicalising 

the Congress and evolving a noAvor natiorialisnr Wh'hin a year of its birth, 
the pHrty was able to stem f,ho tide and to take (ho cITensivo in bringing about 

greater militancy in tliu Con/'ri’S-s and in turning its thoughts in tho direction of 

mass organisation and mass action. Hio return of JuAvahurlal Nehru to tlm field and 
his elfiction m (kmgi’css Presiilont for two successive terms was, of course, a faefot 
whose imfiortancc oauiiot be ovor-ostimated. Neither Jawaharial nor the Congress 
Bociulists havn, however, attemple<l to persuade the CongrosH to adojii Socialism m 
itB cr‘oud. The Congress is and must remain prtnlominautiy natlonaiist in sentiment 
and oharactor so Jong as wo arc under the foreign yoke and have to fight for our 
froodom. Tho Congress is fho weapon which tho Indian pooplo have forged through 
fifty years of struggle, ft is the i^^opIe’s Fumt iu India and wo have all to play mir 
part m sharpening that papon and using it so t!mt it achievo its historic purpose. 

‘‘Naturally, we Bocialiats cannot fee! quite satisfied with tho present policies or 
mentality of tho Congress leadership. Though we have Subhas Chandra Boso, 
a Booiuhst, m ProHidont of the Oi)ugress, the leadorsUip ol; tho Congress is prodomi- 
nantly of a diitorent corapJeucion. Wo have, whonovor wo felt thei wecessity, given 
stern opposition to the Kight Wing loadorship of tho Congress on such important 
issues m the wrecking of tho new Constitution, rofusal to accept Ministerial Offices, 
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file resistanue to war, support to the States’ Peoples, tlio or£>anisatiO!i of peasants and 
workers and on the methods of prevent! tlio Fodoratjon from coming into existence. 
It may ho that wo luivo been defeated on many of these issues, but who can deny 
tiiat t’ho policies of tho Congress have for the past two or three years shown the 
impn*ss of Socialist hands V For in spite of ‘strong opposition from the present 
loatiership wo have been able to rally round us larger and larger niimbors of 
Congressmen. This is largely due to the correctness of our policies as also to tlia 
fact that wo aro looked upon as Congress workers with a record of service and 
saoa’ifKrc in iho strugle. 

“Since wo met last at Faizpur an important change has come over the political 
scene with tlio formation of Congress Cabinets in sevim out of the eleven Indian 
Provinocs. This was a development which the Congress resolved upon in spite of 
our efforts. It has created for Congress Socialists a most difficult position. On the 
0110 hand there lias boon tho strongo.st desire on our pait to make this experimout, 
now that it has been launched upon, a success. On tho other hand there has been 
an orpiallv strong urge to ciiliolso acts and utterances at variance with Congress 
policy. This is a situation which calls for tho greatest discipline and control on 
(iur sid(^ Homo of our Congress Ministers and leaders have felt that wo have not 
always hoeu as restrained as wo should have been in our comments on the work 
of tile Congress Ministries, I do not know how far this feeling is justified. But E 
think I can say on behalf of all members of the party that if they have said things 
whifili havt^ been found unpalatable by the ministerial wing of tho Congress, they 
have said them out of a senso of duty to the organisation and to tho movement as a 
whole. 

“ 8 omo recent solf-criti(jism on our part in this connection has been misunderstood 
and mlsoonstruotod in certain sections of the Press as repentonce and recantation. 
Lot mo make it clear that I for one feel our policy in this and other respects have 
boon a sound one and that there is nothing for us to repent for or to recant, 

‘‘We have actoii always in tho liost interests of the Congress as wo have seen it 
We Congress Socialists had our birth in tho Congress aud wore baptised in its 
struggles. At Haripura, we demonstrated our inHtmetive loyalty to the* Congress and 
our icoonnoss on tho nation speaking with one voice in a time of crisis. 

“Within tho Congress our Party has functioned as a rallying point for all radical 
olomiMiti, Wo have boon the champions of tho peasants and the workers’ organisa- 
tions ami of the pO()])los of tlio Indian States. If to-day the latter fool that the 
Congress at Haripura has sent thorn into the wildorues.s and has loft them to li'jht 
tlioir battles alone we hold out our hands to them to rmiovv that solidarity which 
binds the people of India, whether in so-callod British Iniiu or Indian India. 

“We shall labour for the rights and demands of our peasantry and working-class. 
Ah a Hooialist Party we are a Party of tho working-class and it is but natural that 
wo should wiold ihlluonco in tho Trade Union Congress which has been the central 
organisation of tho more militant section of tho Imlian working-class. In that 
sphere our inlhionce has always been exercised in the direction of unity. Wo 
contributed to tlio dissolution of the T, U. 0 . and its merger in the All-Tndia Trade 
Union Congress and from hero wo shall repair to Nagpur to see the final union 
between the Trade Union Congre.ss and tho Trade Union Ifederation and the building 
up of a single Trade Union centre in India. It is a matter of pride for us to recall 
that it was at a previous Conforonce of our party in Meorut that the Peasant 
Movement in India took organised shape and if to-day the All India Kisan Sabha 
raises its lioad among tho mass organisations in this country, wo may take legitimate 
pride and joy in seeing one of our dreams come true. 

“The (jongress Hocialist Party has over exorcised a unifying influence. Oar Party 
not only coninbuied to bring about nnity in the Trade Union Movement, but it has 
also in a bigger way brought about greater harmony between that movement and the 
bigger national movement. Our weight in tho peasant anions has always been in tho 
direction of maintaining harmonious working between them and the Indian National 
Oengrm. Even in the direction of Bociali.st unity wo have been pioneers.’’ 

In conoluHioii Mr, Masard said ; -The Congress Booialist Party is a Revolutionary 
Booialist Party. As suoli, it is a party which must act as a homogeneous team, its 
members tlnnldng tho same way, speaking with one voice. Buck a party must develop 
its discipline to the highest levels. In a revolulionary party there is no room for 
intornatioiml conflicts that inevitably lead to paralysis and stagnation, Tho Oongvoss 
Socialist Party is not a platform for united front. The anti-imperialist united front 
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is in the Cuiign's.s. Tlii) f )<>n,'.*rfSH Ho.A.-ilist H.irly i.s umI a laa-s party, Tho mnsp* 
orgaiiisatiuii Is tho Imitaa Nation, Tim C n. jm* w Sa«aa!;rtr Tarty is atni must iio 
a dotenuiiind group of nonsci jiis S-Mwalisi who \\iii not as a (‘ornpaot 
party and guido tho biggin' nioroannit and Ih-* mass oi’gani.'ation. it linisf. have 
its 'fano tiirnod to Iho niassts m llio 0"i]i:rt‘ss, to tht* K’ssan iSaldius and 
to tlio Tradu Unions, it, cannot do no if it spends nio.>t of its tnno looKmg witiiiu 
trying to rosolvo its intiinnl oontlads and ooiitiadiotioiH. 'Fhat way hfS tho dismom- 
bermtnit and disruption oi Hie Party, Our {iait> ims nufipln^d an nnlepouihnit initia- 
tive iu Indian politics. Among other things, it hui actt>ri us jt f‘oi to mistaken 
policies and teiitioncies. If unforluaatr‘Iy' that initiative wtOM to <lisapp»'ar, tiio old 
di>sastrous rifts and suotiiriauism would again hvemao manifi’st.'’ 

Second Day— -Lahore 13th. April 1938 

Proc. edings and HcaoUitiona 

Thu second day’s session d tbo ConfiTonoo oonimanc**! ms tim day, tho 13lh. 
April, Mr. M, H. Mtwtini win In the cha.r, Tli<^ paadal w.ia (fveiojnwdi*! \Mth 
delegates and visitors. 

At the outsoT, a resolution piotosling nga!n.d, tlio not ton of (he Piinjal) Uovtu'nment 
in serving notice on HhrJrnati Halyavatt a as passed, 

Siuimati Saiijavtili next movi*d a reAolntion i^a^irig tideaf^'ii to Hie martyrs of 
Jailianw.ilia Pagii tragedy. Tlie rtj .olution wai ‘ wiHiout auv 

A r(‘Solutic)ii rnovoil l»y Mr. Ymutf Mdiaruli^ as.-urlng tke Honhu'ejiceVi support 
to tho peasants rd’ Man, sa iStatc in Hieir struggle agi!n.>t iepi‘f*s,don hy tho hdato 
authority, was also iiassot], 

FiaunniJo:; Oeposnu 

Mr. Achyut Palwardhan llnm nioyed his ru'oluitioa on Federation, expressing Hn'i 
party’s oppoHitimi to it and to fight agaiint its imposition hy utdisirig tii-dr ooiitrol 
of provincial adnunistralion to streiigthmi Hn^ strngyje 'onfidde hy d«Jveloping tlie 
Congress and id, her orgariisatione, and to m‘gaiii/.e and nnppoit every Ml nip;'»le • f 
tho Indian Btates’ people for domociafio rights and against inlmtnim ecnuoiu'j 
conditions, thus making tiio States’ peoples’ movement uu digardo part of the Iiidiau 
people’s fight against iinporialism. 

Moving tho resolution, Mr, Achyut Tarwardhan said iliat every politieui paidy 
in iho country was opposed to FcHeration u-i ndiimhi-ated iu tlni H-iveiuineut of 
India AcL Ho s/iid that they siiouhl fak*^ tho udvantag.e of (ho Uorigross Muiistri.-s 
in tliiM'Ountry hm oomharing tim Fntieratioa. Tho inasie'S slmu’d Ijo prepared for 
wrecking Hie Federation, I he co-ofouatiou of all fHovirnan} iu comliating tho 
iiederatimi was hadly rfipured. Tho timr* was soon eomirig when there would ho 
H cfudlici hotwceii the Hoveruriunit and the people of this country on tho fpiestiori 
of Federation and in that .struggle not only Hritish ludians would tuktj part hut 
peoples 01 the Htatos would also have to join. 

Biigge.sting that' they shouhl ernphasiso in all their propagamla tho positive 
demands for a ( onsfituent Aiseinhiy a.s an cxpressifui of the ludiau people’s right 
of scIf-dctonninatKiU, the resolution added that ui the oveat of any attempt to impose 
rcdcration m thu face of tlmir coiitinueil opposition tlu‘y should prepare iJm counHy 
for a nation wide mass struggle iucluding a no-lax. and no-roat (aimpaigri ami a 
gurieral strike on a national scale. 

The resolution, which was .supported by Dr, Ahmed, was adopted unnnimouHly. 

After {ht» adfipt um of Mr. iWwnnihmY^ resolutir/n, lht» I Ion’ hie Mr. hhardm^ a 
member of tho delegation from Fast Africa, who athmded Uio Confm’fuice, assured 
full support to tho Ocngiuss Socialist movement on behalf of Indians in East Africa. 

WouA or CoKonBss MiNtsTurKH 

Mr, Yusuf MehffaUy next moved a rmiution expressing nnprooiation of the 
work so far done by the Congress Ministries iu fulfihmmt of the mcotiou pledges of 
tho (.oagress,^ The resolutiou appreciated that Him (3ongi*(‘sH anted with firmness iu 
resmfing the mtorfenmeo of the ('iovornor-General in the day-to-day administration 
of tlae prcvimses of U. P. and Bihar and that iu imtdemmiting the Congress pro** 
gramme it did not ^ shrink from bringing about mirnsteidal crisis on tho issue of 
reiepe of noiitical prisoners, The Congress has thus jusiiiiud the rnmfideuoe rc^poBed 
m jt hy the ludiau people, who registered their votes iu its favour at tho iast 
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genoral^ election. ^ Its triumph in this constitntional straggle has further consolidated 
its position in this country and has raised its prestige and status abroad. 

^ The resolution adds a note of warning that crises are implicit in the new cons- 
titution and are bound to recur. The attempt to impose the Federal scheme In the 
teeth of universal opposition is yet another proof of the fact that imperialism is 
preparing for a fight. It should also serve as a warning against the alarming 
mentality which is evident in certain quarters to settle down to constitutionalism. 

The resolution declares that any constitutional crisis can he successfully met only 
by developing the strength of the people for repelling the attack of imperialism and 
tliat this strength can be generated only by reinforcing parliamentary activities by 
propaganda and agitation among the masses and by strengthening their organisation 
and developing their struggle. 

The resolution concludes saying that though the Congress Socialist Party was 
opposed to acceptance of oflSce and still holds to that view, and though it believes 
in the necessity of vigilence and criticism, it not only does not intend to embarass 
or create difficulties for the Congress Ministries but desires to strengthen them and 
to help them in carrying out the Congress election manifesto. 

Mr. Raja Ram Shastri supported the resolution which was unanimously carried. 

Another resolution condemning^ the “repiossive policy in the Punjab and Bengal” 
and sending greetings to the political prisoners in jails was also passed. 

Communal Riots 

Mr.^ Fareedul Huq Ansari^ in a resolution on communal disturbances, expressed 
the opinion that they were incited by reactionary elements who for their personal or 
class interests wanted to weaken the hold of the Congress, and to discredit the 
Congress Ministries and thus strengthen imperialism. 

In order to make such occurrences imposible in future, the resolution calls upon 
tho Congress Socialist branches : 

“To uphold the rights of tho minorities and to come forward as defenders of cul* 
tural, linguistio^ and religious rights of the minorities. 

“To emphasise the essential identity of economic and political interest of the masses 
of all communities, and as an effective safeguard against communal unrest to draw 
them in largo numbers into the Congress and Kisan Sabhas and Trade Unions, and 
to work for the organisation of a volunteer corps under the auspices of the Congress 
in every locality which would take upon itself the task of maintaining communal 
peace and harmony.” 

A resolution felicitating the A. 3, T. U. 0. and the N. T. IT. F. on the eve of 
their historio joint meeting to achieve organisational unity, was unanimously adopted. 

Ban of Communists 

Another resolution protesting against the continuance of the ban on the Commu- 
nist party of India, and declaring that it was au infringement of the elementary 
civil liberties and of the rights of free expression of opinion and association, and 
appealing to the Congress Ministries in the various provinces to join in the effort 
to have tho ban removed, was passed without discussion. 

International Situation 

Mr. jf?. M. Ldhia next moved a comprehensive resolution. It draws attention to 
tho Fascist and Imperialist attack on Socialism and democracy of the industrial coun- 
tries and on national freedom in the colonies* It states that the TJnited Socialist 
Soviet Republic of Russia are the only major power working for the world freedom 
and peace, and regards the foreign policy of Great Britain as pro-Fascist and as en- 
couraging the forces of reaction and war. 

The resolution further records the belief that the united struggle of the world 
Booialisfc and Deraooratio forces alone can meet the Fascist and Imperialist attacks, 
^arm wishes to the brave defenders of freedom and democracy, in particular, to the 
National Government of China and the Popular front of Spain are expressed and sup- 
port to the U. S. S. R. is assured. 

Die resolution supports wholeheartedly the Congress resolve of non-participation 
is the wars of Great Britain and urges upon the Indian people to prepare for the 
event whom they will rofuse supplies of men and money to British empire and utilise 
it to achieve indopendence. 

Mr. 8yed Zakir supported the resolution. The resolution was passed. 
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vVon.\LT:‘>t n 

The claim that fho of fly; non.rrcss party had raatoriallv infiuoncAd 

the natiooal movement, the Tra-ie tmifm frunt. Knan fir;rrini8aticn and uthur fioids in 
which tho party was woikin,'', was made Iiv Mr. It the President 

in his conoludin^r spet»eh at a private mjetioi; of the " 

April at Lajpafrai Ihill ‘ 

done hy the party in diffureni proviRf'Os ns also 
N'rr;p‘sdmLi wers‘ muiiu for making their mvk 


Tho meeting (ns(a}ss(‘d tlit* wf»rk 
their difficulde.^ at ditforenf cMutri’in 
more ofeotive^ 

The oonstitufioii w.-u so amiMih-d 
Executive Committee from l‘J to 27, 
memhers being droppo-j 


to 

pr»' 


inoroavj thu nurnbor of mf'mhtTH of the 
sent praot.eo of having five supplcmeutary 

that tho following gouithoiKm will 
the Ah-lndia Gongiuns hiooiahst paity for the 

M. li. Masani, 

rdadf'vi, Aofimya Nnrendia Bov, Achynt 
•M*, (lanada RbiKumlmr, Halyavatd DovL 
lar Swamp Hajjad Jiahoer. 


Mr, Mamui next annonnoed In tb<j onen 
constitute tho National I'jxeoutivu r*f 
ensuing year:— 

Genoral Roorefary, Jal Praka^di Narabi : ,hmi S-o rotaries, Messrs 
E. M. Hamboodiripad, Diukir ifshta, Yumf M<*borally. 

Members: Mnnsld AinmG Oin, Hbri Kamaladf' 

Patwardlmn, R M, l/diia, Hivana*h Pamoj.< 

Asoka Molita, Kamalashaukar Pandya, Banmda 

W8l?B^'p W- Ba<Ii. 


The A. L Political Sufferers* Conference 

Second Seision— Haripura— 20th February 1938 


all detenus, Btafos’ 
^ n^pressive laws, was 
itical Prisom^rs’ Con- 


A dwnand for tho fmmediato and unconditifmal rob^U'io of 
prisoners and other political prisoneni mid for (dm rmM*al of all 
made by varions spoakms at tho actiomi sosdon of All Indiu Prditbi 
foranoo hold in tho Hulij.idH pan.lal uf Ums rndiati NrtfJonai'omgr'OM'at 

tomitloo immi.aiat.-!y aftijr flio disi/oreal of ihu finbjeotB 

Pl'F'iKifioa Iifijilcr in tins Bengal Anheinbly, who 
nresnlml 'Ifa'io'l the work «loni> aimw their last, Confe-eneo in Dulhi In March last, 
tifl said they had acJimvifii muoli, biu It nl fo anliievo mui'h moro. In Orissa 
and the (Antral Provmoes thii MiniHtrieH had eRVted tini r.dmiso of all political 
prisonea and deftmuH, whiuh Mr* lioso Haid, was a mat<rr of great satisfaction to thorn* 
He patd further tributes to Ihu Ministrirs in tim 0. P. and ttrissa, tho foimrr for 
role^ing persons who h^d horn oouvioted in <uw<»h aiiKtog out of communal riots ia 
^wers ^ ^<>|^oaling tho Bihar ami Orissa Emergency 

mmisfrioH has a!«o hmm pretmuding In that direction, he said 
and refm^ to iho meat orims that had arisen in Hihar and the II E 

^ I oonfomnee, Mr* 2 Jose said t!mt tlioy wanted to draw 

Suswiif t authontms to Umir demand for Urn immediate rolcaso of all 

*ki Ell of a I repressive laws* Rafcrring to the argument 

**^*^^* pmonors would ondangar puhlic poatm, Mr* Boso said that 
ime releases in Onssa anjs 0* P. had not produced any imdcsirahle efoot and in the 
n control* Mr* Bose characterised the 

**Fi**^^ Gownment towards political prisoners as that o! meeting 
with vMeaoe, and said that the aovemmants of Bengal and Punjab acted 
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in the name of law and order only to whitewash their repressive policy. He appealed 
to all nationalist minded people in India to strengthen the hands of the Congress 
Governments for securing the early release of political prisoners and for the repeal 
of all repressive laws. The speaker was sure that oven the Bengal Government 
would he compelled to accede to the demands of Congrossmon in Bengal if it was 
backed by the people all over India, as Irui boon the case when they, in Bengal, 
had agitated for the repatriation of the Andamans prisoners. Goncluding, Mr. Bose 
said that although some of the political prisoners might have been wrong in their 
political opinions the fact romainod that their motive was right and genuine and 
therefore, to keep them in lails even after tho situation in the oonntry had changed 
would be an act of vindictiveness* 

Mr, Moh tn Lai Saxena, addressing tho gathering, said that political prisoners 
should not resort to hangor-striko before consulting their CVntiai organisation and 
the Congress, as they had now decided to bo guidtiil by Oongioss in their agitation 
and as Mahatma Gandhi was seriously trying for securing thoir early release. 

Oonoluding Mr. Saxona aiipoalod for generous pulilic contributions to h(dp tho 
distressed and disabled ox-political prisoners aud their families. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukkvrji (Bengal) speaking of the rocoiit ministerial crisis 
in the two Congress provinces, said that apparently the caiu^e was tlie question of 
prisoners, but he believed that tho underlying cause was tho pro-tonant policy of 
the Ministries which was undeimiiiing imperialism at its very base. Mr, Mukherji 
said that they should col loot funds nut only to ameliorate tho condition of political 
prisoners and their families but also to evolve an orgauisation through which a mass 
movement could bo created in order to compel the unwilling British imperialism to 
release all political prisoners aud grant their fundamental demecratic rights, including 
living conditions for tho masses. Ho added that it was essential that they 
should strive to wean over tho masses from commuualism if they over coutomplated 
to force tho hands of tho Govoruraent of Bengal and tho Punjab who, he said, 
were in a majority because of the existence of communalism in those provinces. 

Prof, Banffa,, who occupied the chair in the absence of Mr. Bose during the lator 
part of tlie' conference, remarked that it wm a groat day for thorn when the 
flational Congress ha'l unequivocally declared that it stood for the unconditional 
release of all political prisoners all over the countiy* Ho said that it might ho that 
due to the resignation of tho Ministries in Bihar and the U. i*. peasants in those 
provinces would suffer a little, but they must rt*mcraber that no cost was too high 
for the Civil Liiierties of the pooplo, for which and which alone the Cougress 
Ministries of thoso provinces had resigned. 


HESOtOTiONS 


The Conference passed four resolutions unanimously, one congratulating tho IT. F, 
and Bihar Ministries on tho bold stop tlioy had taken on the ihsue of the rulaase of 
political prisoners and condemning tho action of the (Sovornor-fiieiieral in interfering 
fn tho Ministers’ work, auothoi: oalliag upon all uon-Coiigress Oovornments to comply 
with public demand for tho early roleaso of political priHoneis ; the third calling 
upon the Madras Government io roloaso all those who had been couvictod in Madras 
courts and were now detained in other provincial jails ; and the last appealing to 
the nation to observe March 23 (the day on which Jihagat Bingh was hanged) m 
the All-India Political Prisoners’ Bay. 


Before the Conference dispersed, Mr. Niharmdu PuU JUfajumdar^ Labour M* L. 
informed tho audience that recently sixty political prisoners hud gone on strike In 
tho Alipore Central Jail, and for this they were prosecuted by' local authorities, 
some of them getting an year’s rigorous imprisonment each. Ho, therefore, appealed 
to the Indians of all shades of pulitioal opinion to make tho AlJ^India Folitioal 
Prisoners’ Buy a success as a murk of thoir sympathy for tho prisoners. 



The Bengal Provincial Conference 


36th Session— Biahnapur — 29th January 1938 

The Welcome Address 

The thirty-sixth annual session of the Bengal Provincial Conference commenced 
at Bishnupar on the 29th January 1938, Mr. Jatindra Mohan Roy presiding. 

About eight thousand people attended the Conference. Nearly 5CX) delegates 
representing all districts attended. Prominent Congress leaders and workers noticed 
on the dais included Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, Mr. M. N. Boy, Dr. Suresh 
Chandra Banerjee, Prof. Nripen Banerjee Dr. Prafulla Ghosh, Dr. Nalinakshya 
Sanyal, Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, Kumar Debendralal Khan and Mr. Kamal 
Krishna Boy. 

Before the proceedings commenced the ‘*Bandem ataran” in the form recommended 
by the Working Committee was sung. As the last strain of the song died away. 
Mr. Badha QoUnda Roy^ Chairman of the Reception Committee, rose amidst cheers to 
deliver his address. Sj Roy, in the course of his address, referred to the glorious past 
of MalJabhum. After dilating on the pitiable condition of the country in general and 
villages in particular, he stressed the acuteness of the unemployment problem. 
He said that either the zemindery system should be abolished or the zeminder 
should be made to live in villages and spend the greater part of his earnings from 
land on the improvement of villages. Referring to the peasant movement in which 
some Congressmen interested themselves, the speaker urged that the movement 
should be conducted in conformity with the Congress programme and not in direct 
conflict with it, Ha urged for carrying on a wearing and tearing campaign for the 
release of prisoners who were confined for their political activities. There could bo 
no greater oppression, he said than keeping men in detention without trial. 

Referring to “Bandemataram” he said that the All-India Congress Committee had 
deeply hurt the feelings of Bengalis by deciding to clip the song. 

If they had to fight against British Imperialism, they must strengthen Congress 
in all possible ways. For this, both Hindu aud Mahomodan communities must unite 
and pull their combined weight. He then invited 8j. Jatindra Mohan Roy to take 
the chair, 

Presiilenlial Address 

In the course of his presidential address, Sj. Jatindra Mohan Boy said 

The Congress was the fountain head of all healthy activities in the country, 
the embodiment of her purest hopes aud aspirations. The number of workers 
was limited, but they had no flower strewn path to tread ; having to face on the 
one hand bureaucratic repression, on the other the callous inaiJTerence of the society 
to the service of which they had devoted themselves. Those who died in the fulness 
of years, having aohievea something in this world in the midst of their friends 
and relatives had some consolation when death overtook them. Even those 
who spurned fame chose their sphere of work within the narraw confines of the 
village;Iife, away from public gaze and died surely and inevitably of poverty and 
privations ^ prematurely, had some faint consolation, when they breathed their lastr- 
lor they died freemen. But what of those who driven to despair by the shadowing 
of police spies even when out of jail, had committed suicide or of those who had 
died while imprisoned without trial or made their exit with all promises unfulfilled 
being unable to bear the strain of an absconder’s life. No words of oondolenoe 
uttered in a public meeting could pay adetiuats tribute to their memory, 

. . . objeot;^of all these people was to rescue the. country from the abject state in 
which she had WJgp. In this country every year 333 people out of a thodsand died of 
. malaria, , because 600 cmt of a thousand could not bays two full meals a day; In the 
oountty m anjaverage a man could consume only 26 totals of food and gram 
y '^fter 'the the^Mian peasant produced Rs, 2Z worth of crop per head 

f#r,;,|nn^, w^fcriith of It went to. meet taxesi rent^ interest and another one« 
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total burden of rent on those six people was Es. 187 or Ks. di per neaa 


ai Durueu ui lout vu vjuuoo .. — — 

The population of the country during J^'^twTowns^ve^ 

of 200 oer thousand. Except m some nesjligiblo parts of a i .v 


off-snnnp: j “• 
[wople ha<l 1' 
of the 1,^5’ 


parts' of a — 

"themselves thoughtlessly at 

EveuThTtotell^euTof the'seT^^^^^^^ no companction t-^, procreate 

whom‘th\rconfd not even sSppFy the bare “•‘«f cultFv^^^^ 

depend for their sustenaaoo on an oid and -i i.rolifio oi miear 

What endless strifes these lands gave nso to ' What ‘‘ K'. *‘P ^ 

fpiitlq in villafre politics they were, m the pursiut or \^nion now otinn 
^ornmnSal'lS^wero put ao^rpss ! The ties of caste or commumty cam^ 
when one was given in marriage or ono had to no cu.man i /* , I'eal 

attachment or regard for religion was soidora met Vep 

sense of right and wrong or led a traoly religious bfo. As regards th«) bounds^ qI^ 
knowledge of the average man of tho country, not to speak of women, oven Do p^j. 
cent villagers did not know anything more than names of noarhy market 
Seven per cent, of them wers literate and that literacy in most oases did not go 
bevond putting down one’s signature. Even the p^ographuaal knowledge of^ 
headmen did lot travel beyond Calcutta. They might have hoard of fi^ngland m 
nection with litigation but' wore absolutely ignorant of tho i elation between the 

countries. , t* i 

Even the very few of literate people know tho opot strength of England 
India, their mimbor of population, what made England India and 

the contribution of Indians was to the strength of England I Not to nimak activo* 
ly opposing England, very few had any idea to what plight England would bo 
duced if Indians merely hold oU their hands ! 

Even the majority of the newspaper reading public did not bestow any 
on it. Those who were known as ‘Bhadralogs’ were m tho forefront of every 
activities in tho country. But from tho habit of bowing to every kind of rule, 
iSmanicalto English, they had got ingrained in them the tendency to 

before power. In an evil hour they got into thfor lioad that labour entailed Iokh of 
dignity. Bo most of these people led a parasitic life, living on the labours of workers 
peasants. But it must bo said to their credit that the country owed it to 
whatever worthy there was still in tho country. Tho contributKms and saordioeH of 
people of this class filed glorious pages of history of lucia of the present titjoe 

and^ constituted a silver lining in tho darkness which seemed to the 

future of the country. But they were liamlfnl k iovr of them 

trying to bring about the freedom of the country through the Oongress. they 
mot with greatest opposition from their own jiooplo who to think 

they would thrive better on the ignorance of the of* the country, ^ 

section of the educated of this class . were rospoq^bh) fur all the differences and 
quarrels whioli embittered the relations of the diffcroiit castes of the Hindus and 
which put obstacifls in the way of Hindus becoming a united and close-knit commuaitv. 


community, 
also were the odiicaK>i^ 
feature of the situaS 
to the sorvico of - 


the 

was political dependeucA 
Congress workers 


At the roots of the present Biudu Moslem differonoes 
‘bhadrulogs’ of the two communities. The most depressing 
was that tho most talented of them wore rcoruitod 
baroauoraoy. 

Tho principal cause of tho sad state of the country 
The Congress sought to bring it to an end. A seouon of 
still in jail detained without trial. Even those who had been tried, had been con- 
victed under tho new rules of the Ordmaaoo. Ihetr ones 5 i 8 ing out of tho^ 
treatment received were reaching tho country from behma the walls of the Pnsons. 
The ignorant mass of tho country did not evon ^now that tho ^ned to 

improve their lot were thus dying by inches. ^ And the pity of it was that a 
ofWf-seeking people who onterod the legislature on strength of 

votes of the general mass were lending their support to these F?^^«outions! 
The bureaucracy had ignored the protests ol the Congress and tho endeavouta 
Mahatma in this bcbalfv 
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In reply to this treatmeat Mahatma preached his non-co-operatioa gospel. 
At that time he was aa iacarnatioa ia the eyes of the commoa people and the 
educated section held him in greatest respect and esteem for having raised the 
credit of India in the world affairs. But what response did the country give to his 
appeal ? They contributed after great effort 1 crore of rupees. But he did not get 
even 14 thousand selfless workers, far less 14 lakhs. No doubt during the last 17 
or 18 years, the country had made some progress, but still the bureaucracy 
held poor opinion of the strength of the people. 

The middle class felt most strongly the humiliation of political dependence. 
But the bureaucracy knew full well the strength of that feeling. They knew 
full well the proportion of the daily earnings of a talkie show in a town and the 
income of its Congress Committee out of membership subscription. Talkies thrived 
ou the support of the middle class. It was all bunkum that the middle class had no 
money. They had no money when Congress had to be supported. There were 
many things from which the bureaucracy could infer that the attachment of the 
people for the Congress was not yet very strong. The middle class were the 
most politically forward section of the people and this class still formed the mainstay 
in all administrative departments of the bureaucracy. 

The majority of the rich people of the country looked upon the Government as 
their groat shelter under whose protecting wings they could enjoy with ease 
all the good things of life which their money could purchase. 80 most of them 
did not look upon with favour the activities of the Congress which pitted 
itself against the Government. The other day the Government within a short 
time secured a loan of Rs. %7 crores for the mere asking. The rich who could 
lend money believed that this system of Government was permanent and from 
the fact of lending their money the desire for making it permanent became 
all the moie stronger. 

As regaids the mass of the people they were steoped in ignorance and 
poverty. The Congiess had brought the message of Independence to a few of 
them. But they had no clear idea of what this meant. They did not understand 

if and how independence would bring about amelioration of their material 

condition. They saw round them the rich growing, richer millowners and traders 
piling up money while th«}y weie being crushed down by the increasing 
weight of debt What appeal had ‘Swadeshi’ for them ? What hopes could be raised 
in them by talks of independence ? 

Sj. Roy appealed to leaders to use all their infLuenco to persuade these bright 
youngmen, at least those whose family oircumstamjes allowed them to do it, to 

settle down to village work. Every village in India should have several whole-time 

workers who would carry the message of tho Congress to the villages. 

In Bengal Congress workers had been supplied mainly by three classes of oaste 
Hindus— Brahman, Kayastha and Yaidyas. The contribution of the Mahomedans, 
judging by their numerical number had been meagre. But times were not far 
distant when workers would spring up from other classes as well. Already there 
were signs of stirring in them. The number of Congress workers from among 
Mahomedans, notwithstanding the opposition of men of influence in the community 
was rising. One need not go to cite instances for these to the North-West Frontiers. 
Bengali Mahomedan youngmen had courted prison and transportation hand in hand 
with their Hindu brothers. There wore instauces where Bengali Mahomedans had 
embraced poverty to devote themselves to Congress work. Their number was not 
yet many, but to-day or to-morrow others must follow suit. 

Proceeding Sj. Roy uttered a warning to tho rich to do their best to bridge the 

f ulf which separated them from the poor. All the world over this class struggle 
^ etween the rich and tho poor was going on. If the rich in this country took heed 
in time they would be able to spare the country the pangs of a violent revolution, 
Beferring to class struggles in other countries, 8 j, Roy said democratic elements 
in Bpaitt and China were finding it difficult to maintain their position owing to 
premature trial of strength. China was more progressive than India. It would take 
time for India to faring herself to the position of China, far less of Russia, Indisoi- 
plined sentimental effusions would not carry them far. 

The Award was a part and parcel of a sham constitution which was imposed 
on India and engendered quarrels, federation and struggles for the loaves and fishes 
of office. They wanted full independence which had no room for bureaucracy and 
with the disappearance of Bureaucracy would vanish all abuses including the 
Communal Award, 
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Referring to the controversy regarding “Bando Mtatarcam”, Sj. Roy said that as a 
vehicle for the expression of patriotic sentiment it had no equal, No one thought 
that any obieolion could be raised against it as national song except its lengtli, But 
objection had now been raised on other grounds. For the sake of unity this ohjec-* 
tion had got to be accommodated. For the eradication of bigotry they had to look to 
the cleansing process of education. 

Referring to communal differences the speaker said that ^ they were much 
exaggerated by uiban people. They wore not of such mjignitudo ns tliey were 
thought to be. Spealdng from the experiences of his own life ho did not hclievti 
that there were greater dilTorences heiween Jlindiis and Alnliomedans than what 
subsisted botweou the dilToront branches of the llindu community. He believed that 
Hindus and Mahoraedans of Bengal with all their strengtii and foihlfs wort? alike. 

Concluding he said that the country was sure to a^tiiiii indtipendencc, J’he world 
history encouraged this hope, IIu had no programme to giv''*. 

Second Day — Biahnupur — 30th January 1938 

CONBTITUKNT AsSEMHIiY 

The Conference re-assomblccl on the next day to discuss resolutions. The reso- 
lution on the Constituent Assembly ran thus 

“Ignoring absolutely the public opinion, the lirifit-h Oovornmont have sot up so- 
called Provincial Autonomy. Tins (Jnnforenoo prob'sts again ;t the (‘fF«»rts that aro 
being made to impose over and above it the proposed roao’ionary Pede.tal ConKtitution 
and requests all Omgross organiKatious, puhH<5 and h'gislatun's, to work so that the 
scheme cannot ho earned Into rtTect. 

“Indians are best fitted to frame their own (jonstitntinu. The Oonbjrenco rfqiu'sis 
our countrymen to frame the future constitutiuu of India on the basis of adult 
franohiso.” 

Sj, Karendra Karayan OhaJeravarhj^ M. n. a., moving the n^solufion on Federation, 
said that there was no dearth of reactionaries in CoiigroHs itsidf, as Mr, BatyamurfcUi 
was advocating Fedodortion. He warned every In.stitution in India againufe the dan- 
ger of a Federation and Huggosted starting of a nountrywMo agitation against: the 
scheme. The Congress must come info direcfe conlliot with (ioverumcat when Federa- 
tion would bo sought to be introduced. 

Agitation should also be carried in the Indian Htates, for they would provide the 
major rovcuue of the Federal Oovtirnment, Worluu-s must a^vakon the people to tlio 
nocosssity of formation of the Ooustituont Assembly. 

Bj, Gunada Mammder sought to iritrodaoo an amendment to the effect that agi- 
tafirm against Federation Hkould bo carried in Indian Btati».s and provinces and sug- 
gesting that no Constituent Assembly could ho fonnifd before tlu* total destruction of 
Imperialism. With that view the Omigress Committee should work in cooperation 
with anti-Imporiulist organiatioiia. The Cnngres.s could make impossiWo the inau- 
guration of Federation with the help of hullan Htatcb ahmu. The Constituent 
Assembly oonld he formed only when British domination from the coiuitry would 
disappear, TTnloss the people have power tfmy cannot form the Constitnont Assembly, 
Pandit Jawahailal Nehru had made it clear that nuh‘S8 there was sanction behind 
its formation of that body it would ho sheer madnuss. 

Moving an amendment Sj. Budhindra Pramanik said that only through an ttaoom^ 
promising fight with British Imperialism tho Ooustituont Assembly could be formed 
with adult franchise. Ho suggo.sh^d (he formation of a parallel State within the 
frame of tho Congress— a Statu within State, Duly then tho Constituent Assembly 
can come in* 

At this stage Mr, M* AT. Boy was requested to speak on the resolution, 
He said : ‘‘By observing events in this Confuronoe I gather that there aro throe 
main important problems befona this Oonferenoo, and these are problems 
not only for Bengah but problems which must come before tho next 
session of Congress and they must be tackled and solved for strongthoning 
our straggle for froodom. 

‘^Firstly, our attitude towards federation and fu that connection arises the 
question of the Cotistituont Assemhiy, And socundly comes tlio question of mass 
contact. This quostion was placed before the country already m the Lucknow 
Congress, But until now various opinions have bean expressed regarding the establish- 
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ment of mass contact. The third question which may be considered peculiar to 
Bengal is the question of detenus and political pri^soners. ’ , , r, x. 

Continuing, the speaker emphasised with regard to the first point about Federation 
that in order to put into practice the resolution on this point the A. I. 0 . C. and 
Congress can take the lead, The resolution was nothing more than a repetition of 
the Wlution passed by the A. I. 0 . C. He believed that they should not be satisfied 
with the passing of the resolution. They must have a plan of action and enforce 
their demand. He hoped that the next session of the Congress would discuss the 
question, and leaders would give them a concrete plan of action and the way to 

enforce that plan into practice. ^ i 4. « v 

Proceeding, Mr, Roy pointed out that the Constituent Assembly was not a Parlia- 
ment, but an organisation created by the people of a particular country for the 
single act to meet only once, that was to lay down the constitution of the country. 
It was created by the people involved in a struggle as an instrument through which 
power was captured. If they could capture power they would have Parliament. Tf 
Indians wanted to capture power they must create an organisation which would 
snatch power from the established State. 

Everybody must come to the conclusion that the Congress was the only single 
organisation in the country for the purpose. The history of revolution made it 
definitely clear that before power could be captured from the State a parallel State 
had to arise within the State. When Congress had become representative of the 
entire oppressed and exploited masses of India and only when it would have the 
sanction of the organised masses behind it, then the Congress would be morally 
entitled and would actually be in a position to declare itself as the only represen- 
tative of the people of India and as such would have power to frame the constita- 
tion for the country. If they could visualise this, then they should see that the 
local Congress Committees become the key position in the position in the country. 
These must come in contact in the day to day life of the masses. 

Dwelling on mass contact, Mr. Roy said if Congress was to rely on the people 
in the struggle against Imperialism, Congress must take the peasant clpes in it 
Whatever might he their potentialities workers become a negligible factor, because even 
if they stayed out of Congress that would not affect the struggle against Imperialism, 
The vital problem before the Congress was not only how to have contact with the 
peasantry hut to win their confidence in the struggle for freedom, 

Sj Qunada Mammder^s amendment being lost the rosolution was passed. 

Congress Doteubnoes 

A resolution was moved by Dr. Buresh Banerjee^ which pointed ou^t the existence 
of disagreement among Bengal Congrossmon and authorised b]. Subhash Chandra 
Bose to form an exeoutivo of the B. P. 0. C. next year in consultation with leaders 
and groups. Sj. Pramatha Banerjee, seconding the resojution, brought obtain charges 
against Congressmen which were objected to by Rajkumar Chakravarty. Opposing, 
Bankim Mukherjeo held that acceptance of the resolution would kill the very spirit 
of democracy, unity was necessary for the programme of action, unity among 
individuals being of secondary consideiatlon. 

RBsommoN OH Chiha 

The resolution on China was moved by 81. Bemanta Bose, who said that political 
consciousness had been downed in India which however was powerless to help China, 
but they could express their sympathy in their hoar of ordeal Congress had 
begun to fight against Imperialism and should extend its sympathy wherev^ such 
a fight would occur. The tesolution was seconded by 8], Atul ^£umar, 
who said that although India itself was a slave country, she could holp China by 
boYcotting Japanese goods which were being dumped here. By that means iCmna 
would be Indirectly helped. Opposing resolution, Bj. Bano?/ Guinea ecmiired 
why they were going to Wycott goods of Imperialist Japan and not goods of Britain 
who were not loss Imperialist, 

Bmmm Pomcr CoHDBran 

Dr. Rrafulla Ghose next moved the following ^solution : “This Oonferenoo 
strongly condemns the action of the India Government in throwing bombs on yill^ers 
in the N. W. F. Provinces and protest agains ‘‘the Forward policy of the Gov- 
^nmmt which the Conference regards as responsible for the unrest in the Province. 
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Moving the resolution Dr. Ghosh criticised the Frontier policy of the Governraont 
and pointed out that policy was responsible for the Frontier unrest. The resolution 
was seconded by Sj. Khagen Das Gupta of Jalpaiguri and passed. 


Eesolution on Zanzibek 

The resolution on Zanzibar was moved by Sj. Gtmada Mazumdar^ who said that 
Indians had no remedy against tlie grievance of Zanzibar Indians^ but they could 
stop the trade between Zanzibar and India which would to somo extent romerly 
the grievance. Indians there were fighting for rights and privileges whicli must 
have our sympathy. Zanzibar cloves must bo boycotted and lahoun.TS ho rt‘qiu»Rtod 
not to unload cloves, Tiie resolution was socondud by Sj. Busania Murarka and 
was passed. 

Other Rrsolhtions 

Sj. Sihanath Bancrjee^ m l. a. moving tlio next resolution on fim capture of 
local bodies by Congress observed that Congress .should extond its activities to local 
bodies, not being content with logislatures. Those institutions aro exploited by 
reactionaries. 

Sj. Kamini Kanta Ganguly put an amendratoit suggesting that Congri‘ss workers 
should bo helped by loaders in this work, which was utianiraously acciqdetl. The reso- 
lution as amended was passed unanimously. 

Sj. Amulya Chandra moved a resolution on tiie assossmeat of Chowkidari tax 
which ran tims : 

“There is reason to believe that throu^^houi Ihmg'al CMiovvkidari tax hs not 
assessed on road income and at some places the tax is awjosiicd (m ima^inarv 
mcomos. ^ ^ 

“This Conference draws the attontionjof the authoritl.is of the district and primary 
Congress Curamittoos to act and requests them to try to assffss true income of <!very 
class of people in their respective localities after diVlucting cxpciitliturc on trade nui 
agnoulturo an(i remedy through legitimate mi.*ans any injustice committed In 
ing Chowkidari tax. The Conferuuee condemns against Vejtlisatien of village poiiuo 
tax by Governmimt.” * 

Tho reaoluti<m was, however, passed. 

^ 8j. Ounada Mazumder's resolution on the Damfjdnr (kuinl expr<;.si«;<j'i Kvmnathv 
with the people of area (nu’rying agifation agaiiist the impositi^iii of tax ami Opmud that 
provusionnl acceptance l)y tlie limigal floverumtuU of the tux of R-;. 3 per acre was 
unsatisfactory. The resolution was passuti. * 


Tho resolution on Gio Calcutta Gerporaiien, put fiy !)r. PrafMa Ohoftf\ evoked 
some opposition, while pointing the mismanagemimt in the Corporation, the resehi- 
tion authonsoa bj, Hubluts Chaudm Bo-:e to reorganise tb«* Congress Munieiiml 
ASodation ^tit^ordanco with ideal, with jiower, if nu lassary, to dissolve the 


1 . P**' NnlinalcHha Sanijal helrl it not .advisable to pass such n resolution 

at tim time of political crisis whmi the Cahimd, was trying to mirtaii tho rights of 
tho That uctmij would bo ceoperntiou with tho ministry, which was 

refuted by bj. Buhhas Cluuiclra Bust). The resolution was passed* 

Tho resolution of Sj, Mohifju Dan for tfio removal of the ban on KIdnaporo and 
other orgamsation.s was accepted without dlHsent. * 

Tho introduction of an nmendmmit by Sj. mharandu DuHa Mmum<kr, u. u a., to 
mass contact was acceptcrl after a deal of controversy. The 
amendment provided that Congress should work in co-operation with Kmn Sabha 
behoving m Congress principles. 

recommending fixation of tho jute prioo and revival of local 
cottage mduHtrieB moved from the chair ware accepted. 

..II tJondolmg the doafhjof Uarendrs Munshi in Dacca .‘fail was ooeopted 

all standing to silanoo, Ummm from Bj«. rtarat Chandra Bose and lisran Ghosh 
Chowdhury wishing success of tho Conference were read. 
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The Tamil Nad Provincial Conference 


opening Day — Batlagundu — 16th January 1938 

The Welcome Address 

The Tamil Nad Provincial Conference met at Batlagundu on the 16th January 
1938 under the presidency of Mr. 0, JV. Muthuranga Mudaliar 

Mr. Mattarai E, 8. Venkaiaram Aiyar^ Chairman of the Eeception 
Committee, in welcoming the delegates, at first referred to the historical 
importance of Batlagundu, and dwelt at length on the national struggle carried 
on by the Congress for the last fifteen years. He exhorted them to remember that 
there was no differences of opinion regarding the object in view though there might 
be differences as regards the method to be adopted for reaching the goal of Parana 
Swaraj. Congress representatives, he continued, had now taken up office and were 
trying to fulfil the pledges given to the olooto rates. It was the duty of all Congress- 
men to support the Ministry in all the measures that might be brought forward for 
the amelioration of the condition of the masses. They must also follow the advice of 
their leaders to prevent Federation. ^ ^ 

It would be wise, the speaker addod, on their part to adjust their plan of work 
for achieving Swaraj in the light of ilie present world-situation, though their national 
struggle did not depend on any world war. As their struggle was based on the prin- 
ciple of non-violence, it could bo oonductod as tliey cliose unlike the wars of vio- 
lence in other countrios, Mr, Aiyar concluded his address with au apeal to them 
not to allow any dilorenoes in thoir ranks as this would load to disunity. 

The Preiidential Address 

Mr. Q. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar^ in the cour.se of his presidential address, thanked 
tho various district committees for electing him unanimously president of the Con- 
ference. “^Wo aro met to-day", ho said, ‘^on an important occasion. We must find out 
ways to attain complete indopcmtioncc, wliich is our goal. We must at all costs pre- 
vent tho imposition by tho British Government of tho Federation, which will surely 
stand in the way of our attaining our goal of Puma Swaraj. Wo must co-operate 
with the Congress Ministries in all thoir e.fforts to attain our end. I hope you will 
consider these important isnucs and come to satisfactory conclusions." 

The President thou ifianfced the oloeforuto of tho province for thoir wliole-heartod 
support to the Congress dvKing tho last elections to tho hrgisiatures. He also referred 
to the oiroumstances which led to tlie Gongross taking up onico in six provinces. 
He next pointed out the achievements of tho Congrf‘ss Ministry iu Madras during the 
short period they wore in office and said that the ndniinistration had infused courage 
and a new hopo in the minds of this people. -ni.- 

The passing of an Act to encourage handioom industry, tho int.oducfioa of Prohi- 
bition in the face of financial difficulties, and tin? determination to bring in a moasure 
to relieve the huge iudebtedness of tho ryots, all showed that the Congress Ministry 
had before them pre-eminently the interests oC the people at. large at heart The Mini- 
stry had before them other proposals to ameliorate the conditions of the poor masses 
and it was the duty of the people to lend thoir whole-hearted support and oo-opera- 
tion to the Oovernment* 

The cry to reduce the land tax was insistent and in tho speaker’s opinion a reduc- 
tion ot nearly fifty per cent -ffae quite jiihtifiable in ih» prcKent ciroomstanoes. Bat 
, before recommending such a proposal, the Confmnoo should rooognise the diffiooities 
and respousibilifies of the (jovertimont Bomo contend that .lobt relief and protiibmon 
flOttld wait for some timo and that tho rednotion of the land revenue burden was moat 
Wgeht. But he would not agteo with them. Prohibition also helped to reduce the 
burden of the masses and the relief to agrfonltural indobtednoss was also important, 

, . Befetrlae to the Madras Agrloulturisfs Dobt Relief Bill, Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliar 
, that thoea who oriiioteed the measure must first ot all understand the_ underly- 
WmofitB with which the measure was brought up. The ;prosont position of the 
. XX0ilS.w8it Jdmlv deslorahle. . The burden of debt and of arrears of rent was so heavy 
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that they could not lift their heads up and unless something substantial was done, 
they would be hopelessly ruined. The Select Committee which examined the Bill, 
had removed certain anomalies and diffloulties and had put in certain amendments 
which would make the Bill acceptable to all. The provision regarding interest on 
loans borrowed after 1st Octobers 1932 gave sjine beaent to tho creditors* If, it was 
again contended, that if a few persons were placed at a disadvantage, 
that in the interests of a large majority on whom tho Bill conferred inestimable bene- 
fits, the few should be prepared to mahe some saorifioes* How wore the creditors 
going to collect their full dues when the people wore unable to pay even the interest 
on the principals they had borrowed ? The few must again n^member that ^ tlie 
Government was prepared to forego 4 crores a year on account of their prohibition 
programme. 

Some others contended that it was not enough to reduce the arrears but that the 
Government should provide facilities for orodit by the oslablishment of more co- 
operative credit societies and by offering easy teixns of ropayment. But he thought 
that it woiiM not bo fair to expect such tliin.-’s iu the pro.seut measure. Therefore 
he hoped that the Conferonoo would give its hearty sujiport to tliii Oovernmuat aad 
he personally wished to convey the gratitude of tho people to the Madras Govern- 
ment, and particulaiy to Mr. C. Bajagopala chart ar, fho Prime Minister, for piloting 

such a beni'ficial measure. , ^ i i. . 

Tho President noxt welcomed tho proposal to revise tho snales of pay to the 
Government officials. It wms a well-known fact that tho salaries givou in the country 
were thoroughly inoonsistont with the [laying c.ap!e'ity of the peuplo. llo |jer.souHlly 
believed that in order to further economise, they must have further reductions. Ho 
would siigg»‘st a reduction of by about 2 and a half per cent in tho sulaiios of 
officials drawing more than Us. 50 per month and that there should be no official 
in the Presidency drawing a salary of more than Us. l/XX) per meimem* Considering 
the poverty of the country, even officials drawing lesser salaries must bo propared 
to make some suorificos. *Ho also hoped that those who wore at present drawing fat 
salaries would respond to tho appeal made by tho I'romier to have voluntary cuts 
in their salaries. He also hoped that the Government, in order to relievfc>> unem- 
ployment, would amend tho rules relating to pension and make it obligatory for 
all thoso who had cither put in 25 years’ sorvioe or who had reached tho age of 
fifty, to retire. 

Tho President wont on to say tfiat ho could not agree with thoso who wholly 

opposed tht) imposition of now taxes in any manner, If the Government were 

expected to provide all amenitioH to tho people and with their policy of prohibition 

for the arnelioration of the musses, they musfc^ find out now sources 

of rovenuo <and ho hoped that tliij Govornmont worn considoriug the ways and meaim 
of angmouting their revenue. The people must bo jiroparod to pay such additional 
taxOvS as might be levied by tlio (Jevenimont consistent with the general principle 
that only thoso who were o'apable of paying would be taxed, ^ 

Mr, Mtidaliar welcomed tho proposal to introduce Hindi in their schools and m 
believed that it would not at all afifoct tho dovelopmeni of the vernaculars in the 
provincG. 'Hio roorganisation of local self-governing bodies, tho encouragement of 
cottage industries and amtdiination of the conditions of the IJanjans sud the 
throwing open of publiis temples to them were some of the other items of work 
which the (iovernment should undertake in tho near future. 

“In our enthusiasm to support the Proviiioial Congress GoveramenL’* the President 
went on to say “we must not forgot tho larger stnigglo for complete freedom for 
tho country. ’Wo can hoist National Flags in munioipar and district board bmldings 
but we could not do it in Government buildings where the Union Jack is shll nymg* 
The British Government is determined to impose on tho Fedoration, which 
the whole country has rojeoted. They will be fighting us from the centre and we 
must carry ou the struggle. In this struggle between the Goyernment aad the 
Indian nation, it will be wise on the part of the rulers of Indian States not to 
interfere. If, on the other hand, they interfered, we must fight them also. How 
we should proceed with tho struggle against Federation will be considered by the 
Indian National Congress and it is our duty to co-operate with the Congress iu tms 
direction. I recognise that we must capture the If^gislatures oven under the 
Federation scheme. But we must boycott the dyarchy that will ensue. There was a 
lot of difference between taking up omoe in provinces and in the Federation. There- 
foie we must be very careful m what we decide about the Federation and I hope 
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this Conference will seriously consider the situation and make its recommendation on 

carry on an intensive agitation against Federation all over the country 
and I am sure we will succeed. In carrying on the struggle wo want the united 
strength of the nation and I appeal to all my countrymen to be united. Lot us not 
at this critical peiiod in the history of our struggle for freodom wrangle over petty 

communal differences. , i- j. n n n . .. 

I would also appeal to tho Congressmen to forget all the small differences existing 
among them. I will appeal, especially to tho Socialist group in tho Congress, not 
to much of the differenoes and join the efforts of the Congress to cairy on 
its struggle. I will commend to them the great example of our President, Pandit 
JauDharlal Nehru, who though he vehemently opposed onico accoptaaco at first, 
accepted the decision of the majority and worked whole-heartedly with the Congress 
and did not press his objections. None will question the sincerity of Congressmen 
and one should view with sympathy every action taken by tho Congress Govorumonts 
in their endeavour to reach the goal. We should not pick up particular actions of 
the Government and oritioise them for it In unity lies our strength and I onco 
again appeal to one and all to be united. _ 

‘‘We must hereafter strengthen the Congress organisations to make them powoful 
agencies for achieving our end. In our endeavour to capture local bodies we must 
be guided by motive of service. I regret very mnoli tho small misunderstandings 
and conflicts that had taken place during tho elections and I hope that in tho future 
such things will not occur. „ . . n . 

“The Congress is determined to capture all bodies and contest in all forthcoming 
elections. I am aware of oases of corruption existinf» in certain local bodies. But 
my faith in the Congress, as tho only organisation which will end the corruptions, is 
still strong and 1 have every confidence that in tho future we will succeed. 


Second Day— Ballagunda — I7th. January 1938 

Pifoceedings and Reiolutions 

The Conference resumed its sessions on the next day, tlie 17th. January, to 
consider the draft resolutions placed before it by tho Subjects Committee. 

The resolution of condolence on tho death of Mrs. Motilal Nehru, Sir J, C. 
Bose, Mr. T. Adinarayana Ohetti and other Congressmen who had passed 
away since the last Oonforenco, was carried, all standing A resolution praying 

for early restoration to health of Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. yatyamurti was also 
passed. 

Mr. T. 8, Avanashilingam Ohetti moved tho Dobt Relief Bill resolution as 

passed by the Subjects Committee and said that tho Conference should 

signify its wholehearted approval to the Bill. 

Mr. Z. Krishnaswami Bharati seconded the resolution and said that tho 

Bill w*is the result of pledges given by tho Congress during elections. Tho 
condition of agriculturists was most doplorablc and his Bill aimed at giving 
some measure of urgent relief. The resolution was passed with acclamation. 

The next resolution was moved by Mr. N, Anmmalai Pillai and it 
welcomed Prohibition legislation and urged tho province to prepare for further 
rapid extonsiun of the reform. Seconded by Mrs. Yenkalakshmi Ammal, the 
resolution was passed. 

Mr. 0. P> Suhbiah moved a resolution congratulaiing the Ministry and ex- 

pressing confidence in them. Madras to-day lod tho rost of India and in six 
months had achieved what others could not aohievo oven after years. The 

Ministry was, he said, sferengthoning the country and preparing the masses 
for Indians struggle. 

Mr. Eamamurti said that many of Ministry’s acts wore worthy of congra- 
tulation and they certainly enjoyed popular oonfidonoe. The resolution was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. A. Vedaraimm moved the rosolution regarding tho Wardha scheme 

and Mr. S. Ramanathan seconded it. He said that tho matter was vital to 

the country. Explaining the Wardha scheme, he said its features wore that 

education should be through the mother-tongue, should be oorroiated to daily 
life’ and centre round a vocation and ho compulsory for sovon years. Under 
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the scheme, education was linked to vocation and villat?es, lie hoped, wouU 
vie with one another to Jiiive effect tiiereto without waiting for loud from 

the Government who necessarily might liavo to take time. 

After some discussion, the resolution w^as passed. -t l- e 

Mr. M. Vaktavatsalam moved a resolution for compulsory consritution of 
panchayats in each village with po\\ers of taxation in cash or service, to be 

in chrlrgo of communications, education, hoahh, etc , to have a |5haro in 

education and road ocssos and village officers to bo responsible to 

He said that the chief difEculty in abolishing the Dastiict Hoards was that 
panchayats wore not yet able to uiidortake^ work. Pancliajuls lor each 

village in charge of functions assisted by vilhage officers would be piptical. 

Mrs. Lakahuii Sankara Aiyar seconded the motion and said that the sooner 
the District Boards wero abolished, the bettor. 

Q'he ri'soliitioii was eventually accepted by tho Conforenco. . a 

The Ooaferenco next adopted a resolution moved by Mr, Sanatanam and 

seconded by Mr. Uboululla Bahob regaiding tho abolition of _ District Hoards 
with a view to ending duplication and constitution of Advisory Boards to 

look after policing, tax colloction etc. 

Thicd Day — Batalagundu— 18th January 1938 

At its concluding sitting to-day, tho Conference uthiptiMl tho Subjocis 

Committoo resolutions regarding templo-uutry, opposition to federation, relief 
to tillers of tho soil and comfjalsory teaching of iliiidi. 

Tho huu. Dr. Subbaroyan^ suppoitiiig thn resolution on HitKli, said that 
tho iiist tiiroe forms wore the most suitable pin iotl in the school com so 
for tho study of Hindi and point out tliat Hindi would act retard the 
growth of the mothor tongue and would not oyer-burden pupils. 

The resolution was oveniually carried unanimouhly. 

The OonCoronco also cousidored a resolution for abplisliirig the ^ zamiudary 
system, if necessary, with coraiiensation and if it be inipoNSible, immediately 
to (ix a runt in zamindarios curresi>onding to the awsesKmeut in tiio uuip;hbouriiig 
ryotwari lands. 


Berar Congress Political Conference 

Third Session— Shendurjana—Sth. February 1938 

The third session of the Berar Oongress Political Oonfereuco commenoodi at 
Bhendurjuna on tho Sth. February 193S amidst scenos of great oulUuniasm^ nearly 
8,000 atteudiug. Mr. Qangadhar Bm Deakpamh presideil. 

Fromiuont among those pnssent were tho hmi. !l)r, W. B. Khara^ Premior of tho 
0. P., the hen. Mr. (Me^ tiie hon. Mr. Dashmukh (Ministors) and Mr. Brijlal 
IStyani^ member of tim Council of Btato. Tho ffng-Halutation ceremony was performed 
by the Proruier while Mr, Sarat Ohmidrn Bam inaugurated the ( oufenmeo. 

In the ccurHo of his inaugural address,* Mr. Snrat Chandra Bohq traced tho cons- 
titutional history of Berar and pointed out how despite tho eitoits of the last 80 
years, tho position of Berar was Huomalmw in several respects. He also urged that 
country-wide agitation should bo started to secure the rolease of all poUimals 
without making any distinoHou botwaon dotenus and oonviots. 

Urging the xuiconditiorml and immediate roleaso of all political prisoners and 
detenus, Miv Bose argued that Frovinciul Autonomy was futile without it. He 
pleaded for nolitiuul afmoasomeittU partieulary in view of the prisoiors' affirmation of 
change of faith. ‘^Muon as one wishes that political eoniliots wore settled without 
recourse to violence) it must be admitted sorrowfully that the world hud not yet 
abjured tho arbitimont of force and in this clash, viojonco is tho weapon not of 
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the weaker party alone. To continue to pursue weaker opponents is only an act 
of vindiotiveness, not of statesmanship. When the opponent laid down arms it is 
for the state to do likewise.” 

Mr. Waman Bao JosM^ President of the Reception Committee, welcoming the 
delegates, said that India could never co-operate with Great Britain as long as the 
latter did not concede Indians right for self-determination. 

Mr, Gangadhar Bao Deshpande, in the course of his presidential address, 
reiterated India’s opposition to the now constitution which was not of India's making. 
Ho deprecated the attempts to stir up unrest among the peasants and workers as 
it weakened the Congress Ministi'y’s efforts to displace the Act. Tho Congress, he 
added, believed in bringing about a change of heart in the various conflicting elements. 
Federation was a masterpiece of England’s efforts to keep India in perpetual bondage 
and must be resisted at all costs. Deploring that the constructive programme of 
the Congress had fallen to the background in recent months, the speaker urged the 
people to take to the use of Khadi and eradicate the drink habit. 

Mr. Nehru’s Appeal 

“If we all muster our forces, the British Governmeut will be unable to launch 
the Federation. I doubt whether the proposed Federation will ever come off, but I 
have no doubt that if it comes, the nation will resist it at ail costs”, said Mr. 
Jawharlal Nehru^ addressing a gathering of about 19,000 peasants at Shendurjana 
on the next day, the 7th. February. 

The Congress President said that the .Congress wanted to establish a democratic 
state in India and democracy could succeed only if the population took a keen 
interest and discussed the various problems confronting the nation and not by blind 
following. Whether or not they liked it, they were living in times of revolution and 
only the proper appreciation of the various forces at woik could enable them to act 
with courage and discipline in times of stress. History was replete with examples 
of Governments wiped out of existence, because they could not solve the major 

? roblems confronting them. There was a fundamental friction between British 
mperialism and Indian Nationalism and so long as the former existed, it was an 
idle hope that the major problems of India which were independence and hunger, 
could be solved. 

Exhorting the audience to join the Congress in larger numbers, Mr. Nehru said : 
“No individual or group need be disappointed because its advice is not accepted by 
the Congress. In an institution so vast, it is inevitable, that some advice should be 
rejected. On several occasions, the Congress rejected my own advice in the past, 
but I did not desert it in disappointment. That is surely not the way of doing 
some big work. A closer study of the world political situation and a strengthening 
of the Congress organisation will enable India to solve her various problems.” 


Punjab Provincial Political Conference 

Several Congro.ss legislators, including Mr. Bhulabhai Desai^ addressed the Punjab 
Provincial Political Conference which oponded its two-day’s session on the 25th* 
March 1938 in village Madina in Rohtak District under tho presidentship of Bardar 
Kisan Singh M. L, A. 

Sardar Kisan Singh compared the activities of the Unionist Government in the 
Punjab with those of tho Congros Ministries in other Province. He also paidi a 
homage to Indian exiles who wore living abroad. 

Mr. Bhulabhai JDesai dwelt on the power of the vote and explained to the audi- 
ence how it afforded them power over the Government. He sa'd that in seven out 
of eleven Frovinoes people bad realised the power of vote with the result that their 
own Government (Congress Government) had been established there. 

Referring to the overthrow of the Hidayatullah Ministry in Sind, Mr. Desai said 
that though the present Ministry there was not a Congress Ministry, yet it appeared 
to be working on the lines of Congress Ministries. 

He predicted that within a oouplo of months Assam would also oome under the 
Congress, 
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He hoped that some day the remaining two Provinces, namely, Punjab and Bengal 
would realise the strength of the note and have to bend before the public opinion* 
He warned Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan and Mr. Fazlal Huq uoi Xo go apinst the 
wishes of the masses and thus meet the same fate as had befallen the Hidayatuiian 

Ministry in Sind. , , .. 

He advised the audience to ioin the Congress and to carry on its propaganda thro- 
ughout their Province so that they might be able to form a Congress Ministry m 
the Punjab as wall. The formation of Congress Ministry^ Provinces 

give them power at centre and consequently in all the administrative aiiairs of the 
country. 


The Utkal Provincial Conference 

Opening Day — Cuttack — 21st. May 1938 

Tha Welcome Address 

The session of the TJlkal Provincial Gonferoneo met at tho Municipal Garden, 
Cuttack on the 21st. May 1938, under the presidency of Sj. (t opahandhu (Jhoudhury, 
Delegates from all the districts of Orissa and a largo number of visitors including 
several ladies attended the Conforcuco, Prominent among those presont were the 
Jlon. Mr. Biswanath Das, tlie lion. Mr. Bodhram bJj. Harckrishna Mahatab, 

Dr. Ekram Rasool, Mr. B. A, Uuq, Mr. Hanif, Mr. Barifuddin Buali, tho hon. Mr. 
Mukimda Prosad Das, Sj. Godavaris Misra, Sj. Tagannath Das, Hj. Eujkrishna Bose, 
Sj. Pyari Bankar Hoy, Bj. Oirija Bhusau Dutt, Mrs. Latika Hoy, BIrs. Barala Dovi, 
Mrs. Malati Ohoudhury, Mrs. Janhavi Dcbi, Mr. D. Das, M. L. A, (Central) and Sj. 
Nabakrishna Chaudhury. r ^ 

The procoeediugs of tho Conference began with tho song of “Jiando Mataram” 
sung by Hj. Benodo Hrikhundara. 

Hj. Bhaifirathi Mahapatra., Chairman of tho Keoo[»tion Commitloo then weloomod 
the delegates and visitors. In the course of his address he said : — 

“To-day on behalf of tins town I greet you all and hope you will be humane to 
pardon alf our shortcomings in tho affair of your recepthm. 

“The lust Political Conference was h»‘Id under ilio chairmanship of mi\ Farbu* 
in but tho President being put under arrest along with otium workers tho said 
Cunfciouce could not be held. For all practical purportos the sitting of the year 
3929 with 8], Gopahaudim Chmidhuiy in the chair .should \h) iakou us the last. 

•‘At the very outsiit I pay my homage to the maityrs of our land during tho last 
nine years. The omiuont of them was Banchunidhi Alolmnti, whose death would 
over keep tho position of a national poet unfilled. 

“Daring the period under review our country sleerod amidst storms of repression 
by the British Imperialism. It is thrusting on us an unpalatable constitution and we 
have not yot reached our goal. But we are gradually and steadily pursuing our 
ideal of independence. ...... i , 

“In 1030 Mahatma Oandin hegau his Civil, Disoticdmnce movemout and our pro- 
vince in its march for iudefiondcuce kept pace with our moio advanced sister provincos* 
Tlmt year after the Oandhi-Irwiu Pact we were prepared to hold the scsbIoh of the 
Indian Hational Congress but Gandhiji’s arrest shuttered our hoposA It is now need- 
less to say how wo wish to have the Indian National Congress In our provinoo in 
a year or two. In 1939, repression roaolied tho boiling point and in 3934 Coimdl 
entry was dooidod. In that year Mahatmaji did his pilgrimago in our provmoo. In 
1936 tho now Constitution was again thrust on India and aloug with six provinces 
we captured tho Council to wre(sk tho said Constitution. Another notable event 
during tho period was the formation of our Now Orissa province. I strongly affirm 
that this amalgamation la fraught with evils and we have lost most important parts 
of national Orissa. ^ ^ ^ ^ » i. a 

“The mass awakening In out country can well be judged by 86,000 Oongrass mem- 
bers enrolled last year and under the able guidance of our able Ministers the paopie 
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in a voice resented the appointment of Mr. Daia as tlio Acting Governor of Orissa 
and successfully established a healthy precedent that a subordinate officer should not 
be appointed as a Governor u fiiluro. 

“This sbovrs that people have boon converted to the non-violent creed of 
Mahatmaji, the Prophet of India, and before long we shall have one more Glorious 
Revolution in our country. 

“The British Government is trying heart and soul to establish Federation in our 
country but the Congress will move heaven and earth to kick it out of the land. 
“We are now facing a crisis and we shall have to rally our rank and file to win. 
For that we shall have to organise oui selves. Our village is the backbone of our 
country and we should endeavour to emancipate our villages from ignorance, misery, 
poverty and burden of debt. Wo shall have to rehabilitate our industiiul workers, 
we shall have to make legislation in that respect. To do all these we shall have to 
form various organisations after tho Congress ideals, 

“Looking farther we find big cloud of war hanging over us. Tho present Italian 
conquest of Ethiopia, the Sino* Japanese hostilities, Germany’s conquest of Austria 
and its aggression on Czecho-Blovakia under-lie territorial aggrandisemont and 
occupation of distant markets. We shall be down into tho whnlpool of wars ;but 
we shall take care not to be instrumental by the British Government to the destruc- 
tion of innocent kingdoms. 

“We can never attain Swaraj without non-violence and without tremendous 
sacrifices. We shall solve our communal question only by sacrificing our interests for 
the benefit of the minor sections. 

“To lead ns in these struggles I most cordially groot Sj. Gopiihaudlm Choudhnry 
and respectfully invite him to occupy the chair. lam sworn fiom now to render 
whatever services ho demands of me. We as a nation are sworn from now to 
follow his guide without question and further we are sworn to rally under his 
banners and lay down our lives at his command, in our march for iadepeudence.” 

The Presidential Address 

The following is a summary of the presidential address, delivered by 8j, 
Gopabandhu Chaudhury : — 

“For sometime past my esteemed friend Sj. Prankrishna Padhiary had been 
asking me to accept the presidentship of this conference but I did not agree. Even 
now I could not clearly understand why I came here to-day and became its Prosidont 
For the last 4 or 5 years 1 have been working in far off villages. Baring this 
period I kept myself outside the Congress activities although I had maintained my 
relation and contact with the Congress. But circumstances compelled me to accept 
the presidentship of the Provincial Congress Committee, 

“1 have not borne hero either to load you or to guide any movement. Every one 
is going ahead. I am fully conscious of the fact that I cannot keep pace with them. 
But 1 am glad that at the time of need the choice of my oo- workers has fallen on 
this old but faithful fellow Coagressmau of theirs. So, I have taken my stand 
before you with the belief that my service may help you in some ways. 

Sj. Chaudhury then said that to-day’s conference had been styled as Provincial 
Political Conference, fie, however, did not like the word “political”. He bolieved 
that the Congress of to-day was not confined only to the political activities of the 
nation. It had permeated through every sphere of life. Congress was now working 
in every sphere of human progress in this country. Attcainmont of fcSwaraj only 
was not in his opinion sufficient. Oppressions, exploitation, haired and violence 
must bo eradicated, So, would it be fair, ho asked, to divide iifo into various 
compartments ? 

Ooutinuod Sj. Chaudhury : “Tho delegates of this conforonoe arc reprosontativos 
of Congress members. So, it should bo dooidod how far tho decisions of this con- 
ference are binding on the people. It must be borne in mind that Congress stands 
on the strength of the nation. Congress is people and people is Congress. Bo, 
Congress must devise ways and moans for putting a stop to violence, opproBsions, 
exploitation and imperialism”. 

Bj. Chaudhury farther stated it should be decided whether Oriya culture should 
remain separate from Indian oulturo as well as the relation between tho two should 
also be determine! The duty of the Orlyas towards their brethren living outside 
the province should also be ascertained. 
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Every one know, coniinned Hie rrosulont, that tho Con.£(ro«?s hail aooepfod 
and also thn reason behind it. There was nosv a m'^iihility amon.i,^ the people that 
administration of government by the CongresH would solve all their nroblem^i. Thoy 
would have to decide to-day how far that mentality was correct. They would have 
also to decide whether the work within the iimited sphere of Jegislaluro was 
sufficient or whether they have to supplomctit it outside the logisiatures. Thu 
discussions in legislatures might bring some rights for iJiem hut eoiiid any one say 
definitely that all their rights could ho won within the \vails of legihlafivo bodies <mly, 
The Madras Estates Land Act and the Orissa Tenancy Act Amiuidrnenl ihll would furnish 
clear examples of this. One had been reserved by the Governor for ass<iut of fhu 
Governor-GeuerHl who know that the other would not also slturf^ the same hta. 
The intoxication of rule for the last 180 years could iKjt be dune away withiu a 
single day. 

The acceptance of ofTico by the Congress, stated Sj. Chomlhury, had brought a 
now awakening in the country. There was now a now desire arming llie pi*o|de fo 
raise their heads against injustice and oppression. But this luiw sfdrit, this new 
awakening, this new courage was not based on flndr own slrength. Everyone 
was now ex[»ecting help of the Govornment. ff any one was rMsaultoil or oppressed 
ho thonght that ho would got redro.ss from the Government if they iiould know 
It. Ihis was a wrong notion and it should be dispollod from the miiids of the 
people by all moans. 

“Our non-violence is the non-violence of the brave. It is bastvi on lovo. Wo 
must organise ourselves. The only way to make our organisations wdf-roliant was 
to base them on constructive work”, lie then desciihed the cr*‘ative and proveudve 
aspects of constructive work. 

lieforring to tho communal problem in the country, Sf, Chnudhurn uaid that this 
would almost bo solvtui iC tho probiomsof tho ITindus and tho Mmdoms couhl suet.vnw- 
fuly be solved. In Orissu the nuraeneal strength of tho Hindus was far greater than 
that of the Muslims. So majority the community might think tho that otlr^ (sommuiiiiy 
Would not he ablo to do anything. Thm mentahty rdioiild bo wiped out of tlu'. 
!?’ porturbcd for the activities of fhu Muslim if 

the Muslim Loaguo could bring an uwakmiing among the Mu, -dims vt Bin 
province, ceiigroKsmen should widcomn it ratiier than being worried at it. Th'^V 
must I’omemhur that more care should be taken of tlie minority eommunitv. 

Roforrinft to llio rosponHibilifios of momborB of Coiwrcss, ,«!i. aiKm'llin'rv wiiil fhiif 
ooraii oto swarai nmicatwl a chanKO of policy of o]i|iri‘.s:iioiis ainl iiiioofioo 'atmi!' with 
liiu oliango of fSntiHh gnvernmont. Ho, tho Coiisroos raoiiiliors hltoiiW iirr.t of all Ink.) 
upon Uiomsolvos the ruHiionsilMlily of oiifonhiiK utriot diseijilino ani'-it'- tliotii!f»lvfn 
and must also ascertain thoir duly nii-ardiu-r th,)s,! wlio worn ird inomhois of ( 3 o»i''ri" 1 1 

8]. Ohandhury roKratted tliat thoro wero individual dilTor.owon ao.l raji.'onrt 
among Congress workers, ifu muintaiiie<l that a list slieuld be mainfaiiu’d of Gouurt',-i'"i 
s^?*rinoo whom there siiould bo diseipliue and love for truth autl desiru finr 


1 Wardha sclnunu of odueafien Sj. Glsnudhury suld that thuru 

c of thi.s in the uomitry so that it might ho mMimi luted hotnm 

It was accopieu. 

Hj. yiinudhurj, in coiiclumoK, asktul fho oonfmijiieo to nueertuiii ill* iluiiun ri"'aidi» ' 
ihu Oriyas in Feudatory Statos and other outlyiii!? traota 

Ruforo (akuiK Boat Hj. Ohaudlmry rutomvl to tlm II tod proith-m of Ori.<'ia It wir: 

LEtiStini, 't‘o%ir;:roJi£: -’V 


Proeeedingc end Retolutioni 

Exkmi'tiom ok Raw Dutv 

reH<duUon\*— ^*' *^****^°”**** Adilreaa Sj, Ilnnkmhna MMah movi-d fho followiti.' 
atidllf of.Odnaa shonld h.i nlh.w.ot f,, nu.infvfnri. 

j.i« i.;ii \i itvsrir a 

LislftoSirUi IVoviuoial tJovornmont ao,i iho India 
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In movUig the resolution Sj. 

Working Committee) '^®®°ribed the p y jemedy it. He, however, made 

of free salt industry on eott^e ^ much help from frovineial Government but 

it clear that people strength Sj. Mahtab then invited the delegates and 

MgmslW fonUl^eTefali on this agitation, which the 

Provinoill Congress (Parliamentary Secretary) said 

In second^ nf^^'llLt^^india Spany the Salt Industry of Orissa coastal 

that during the regime of E^t lnda o p y process is going on. 

areas was suppressed by force but in toese uays ^so j J °an„fae. 

But to people he had 

tore in Bengal and Orissa, gait manufacture. But 

reported .that the Orissa coa^al area^ ^.^^t.f j 

if we visit the Astarang a^as o illiterate people are produciog, taking 

Pitt was totally J^lwin pl^t thousands of maunL of salt by solar evapora- 
the advantage lire 400 maunds per acre by labouring 

tion method. will mve them an vield of not less than 800 

4 months. A little soieutiBo method jv.ll “em our advice and made 

maunds. And it wag actually done when a “Xoing this 800 maunds will 

the orystalising bed cemented. The actual ^gte of three annas a day. 

IS^fy ?atiTK€a, in 

*iSs“^iir.hrvf “ .s“; »a w wh,.h wl« 

and was carried nnanimonsly amidst cheers. 

Eestoritiok or* ORnrA.-SFBAKiN{^ Tsaots 

boundary Committee for the said that almost all provinces 

was a non-Congress province. So, it was duty or a. i. o. v. lu mu 

““ire resolution was seconded by 8]. Lingaraj Mism and supported by Bj. 
Xfuxtninarcyan Misra and carried ummousiy. 

The Congress adjourned at this stage. 

Second Day— Cuttack— 22nd. May, 1938 

Eepbession ot Orissa. States 

iftAr the resolution on the Madras Estates Land Act amendment Bill was 
nasfi Si , i 

.‘Tl^is Conference deplores 

Orissa States and measure tending to curtail the civil 

the States, of and ITdamontal rights, such as (1) the 

liberties of nrofibits the assembly of five persons or more, 

' Ordinance^ m Bairkaoi suibsoriotion for any purpose (2) the forcike 

- the solioitipg pIiiVa a niaoeful meeting^ at Sagadapatta where 

^ C®* pJ'ron^DhaJ^NliriSf M®wd others 



-22 MAT ’38 ] PROCEIDINSS & RESOLTJIIOITS 4ll 

of Bills and other villages (3) tho promalgation in Nilgiri of Regulations I 
and n of 1938 requiring registration of associations, and making it commilsory 
to obtain poi mission one week previously before any meeting can bo held ; (4) 

it is reported from reliable sources that many peofile in Barara have been 

roughly treated for tho vSiraple reason that they had joined the Congress as 

ordinary members; (5) the arrest and conviction in Kayagarli of five persons 
in Orgaon on flimsy criminal charges with a view to break the ’Pan’ boycott 
movement, which is the only legitimate weapon left to the people to counteraot 
the abnormal rise in tho pi ice of pan (b*.‘tel) diio^ to the monopoly systom; 
and (6) the banning of the ‘Bamaj’ and other newspapers in some of the States. 

“Further this confereuoo exhorts the peojile of the Orissa States to organise 
on the established princi})los of Truth and Non-violoncu, in order to defend 
their civil Iihorties and extends its strong sympathy ^ and moral support m 

their struggle against all kinds of repression in their Slates and in their 
struggle, which will obviously bo long drawn-out and full of sufT'iring and 
sacrifice fur the winning of lull lesponsihle Oovernimuit in their r( 3 spfH;t!VO Htates,’’ 

Bj Sarangdhar Das^ in moving the resolution, said that his intention was not 
to condoran tho ruling Chiefs but to invite the attention of tlic K(a}“s’ subjects to 
their miserable condition and impress on them the nect'ssity of organisation. 

8j /larekrf.^fma Mahtab^ in seconding the resolution, said that what they wore 
demanding was that Blatos’ subjects should be treated as human botngs. Ho 
said that public moii of tho province wore often in the habit of hobnobbiag 
with the Oliiefs of Orissa Btates, for getling Homo donations for their iuHiitii- 
tions. Even receptions were sometimes arr.uigcd for those Chiefs in whose 
Btales moil wore not treated as human beings. 

In conclusion, Hj Muhtab said when Btates like Mysore and Travaticoro were 
granting roproseulati'on to the poo{)l.‘, Orissa States wertj promulgating orders 
curtailing civil liberties of men at the instance of ilioso wiio had in the past 
boon part and parcel of British Ihireancracy. Ho advised tho Btates to discard 
thoKO retired (bivernment offioors first from their service. 

Bj. Murari TripatM supported the losolutiou which was pasHod unanimously* 

FEOEa^Tio?5r OprosBO 

8] Bhapirathi Mahapaira thoix moved a resolution wdiioh stated that Indians 
were not prepared to accoiit any constitution which was not based mi indepou* 
deneo as tho goal of India and which had not boon framed by a constituent as- 
sembly. While aecf^pting tho present Bovernmont of India m a measure of 
experiment for furthering the cause of indcpeudonoij, this oonfeienoe was of 
opinion that tho Federation thrust on India by the British (Juvernmeut was 
totally unacceptatde. 

In moving tho rosulution 8] Mnliapatra exposed the hollowness of tho 
Federation and charactiiriscd it as a moans to sirongthen tho bondago and 
slavery of India. 

Being soooudod by Rt, Jadimtini Mangmj and supported Mr. Facial Rahman, 
it was carried unanimously 

Itosolntions demanding extension of tho Local Bcif-Oovornmcmt Act and otlior 
facilities in tho partially exchulod areas, ruitonitiug agrarian programme of tho 
Congress as passed in the Hanpura sossiou and drawing iho attoation of tho 
Congress Ministry towards it wore passed. The ConferonoG then ended. 


The All India Students’ Conference 

Third Session— Madras— 1st. January 1938 

Tua OrKNiKd Aokhkhs 

Tho Third AH-Indiit 8(mloni»’ Owitooiwo ooraraitnuod its wmslon in Madras on tlio 
Irt. January 1938, at (ho mndal orootod in tho Modioul (Jollogo Krouti-lw, with 
Mr. At. M. Masmt m tho chair. Xhoro was a largo gathoring ot atmlunts. 
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Hr. K. Sarvothama Sethy^ Chairman of the Ilecei)tiou Committee, welcomed 
Srimatlii Kamaladovi and dMlt\i?ates* 

Srimathi Kamaladcvi, inaugurating the Conferonoo, said tliat in those days 
one could not minimise the iraportanoo of gatheriiurs of youths iuid students. 
Everybody had oome to realise the important role which tlio students had to play 
in tho national life. The world, to-day, was iu a disturbed oomlition, not merely 
in India but everywhere. It was but befitting that students should bestir them- 
selves and take interest in all subjects. The students acquired knowledge at a 
heavy cost and they were disappointed after their stutlios w'cro finished at not 
getting a job. The creative genius was destroyed on tho verge of flowering. Tho 
youth must find out the root cause of this disorder, lu finding tho cause and in 
seeking a solution, tho youth would bo doing a great service not only to thom.selvos 
but to the nation at large. It was in tliat task that the sfudenfs had a great role 
to play. They should have an alert, stimnlativo mind, study tho various experi- 
ments conducted in different parts of tho world and then soo huw best the evil could 
he removed. 

Proceeding, Sriraati Kamaladevi said that tho idea that the moment tlioy were 
free from political domination by a foreign country, all their problems would bo 
solved, was not a correct ono. Something, much more vital than that, was necessary, 
and that was the duty of re-shaping and re-building society. It was for this 
reason that students were keenly sensitive to all now theories of social and oiio- 
nomio order, and that was also the reason why Socialism had come to attract tho 
youthful mind with its powerful magnetism. 

The speaker said that the students should not identify themselves with any poli- 
tical party, but should have a wide and common platform. They should support 
all progressive and democratic elements. Youth should not recognise nanow 
national barriers. 

She found that many young men who displayed great extremism in politics, 
were not broad-minded in their social ideas. It was extremely uocessary that social 
barrieis which still existed in the land should be removed. In the social freedom 
of the country, lay its salvation, and she would, therefore, appeal to the students 
to give particular attention to these problems. Sho also hoped that the young 
women of the country would take more interest in all those problems and contri- 
bute their share in rebuilding society. 

Youth, Srimati Kamaladeyi said, in conclusion, should develop its own distinctive 
qualities. Justice and equality should be their watchwords. Sho was a Socialist, 
and she believed that in the formation of a Socialist form of government, lay the 
salvation of the country. But she would like to say that those whe wore invited 
to address the youth should not exploit that opportnoi’ty to voice forth their opinions 
and attempt to bring round the youth to their side. The students must bo o.xhortod 
lo study the different viewpoints so as to develop their own distinctive qualities 
and distinctive lino of work. She wished the Conference all success. 

Presidential Address 

Mr. JUL i2. Masani then delivered his address. After thanking tho organisers for 
elocting him as the President, Mr. Masani said that the past year had boon for 
Indian students one of struggle all over tho country. There was" an unprecodoutod 
number of students’ strikes during tho year and it was fortuuuto that, whereas most 
strikes of industrial workers wore unsuccessful, tho strikes of students in almost 
all important instances had resulted in victory for them. 

Proceeding, Mr. Masani said that ono factor that had created an aimosphoro 
where tho students could broatho more freely than they coubl hitherto, was tlui 
coming into oxistonco of Congress Ministries. That had meant tho removal of such 
irksome bans as that on the national ilag and that on the participation of students 
m K)litics. 

Discussing the place of tho siudont movoment in tho political life of the country, 
Mr, Masani declared ,* ‘‘In a Oonfcrenco like this it is almost mmocossary to affirm tliat 
students can and should tako active part in politics. Ono of tho objects of tho Ail- 
India Students* Federation is to prepare studonts to tako thoir duo share in thu 
strugglo for oompleto national £r(jedom. In is a vory piofjor objective for a stiuhmt 
body, for it is the ^minimum political programme on which almost all studouts, 
whether they be socialists, Gandlu-ites or Nationalists, can ooilaborato. While, iiow- 
ever, a students’ organisation should have a political objective, it should not take 
the place of a political party. It should be political but not partisan, and its doors 
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Fihotild ho opened wide enough to admit students of all shades of progressive 
thouglit. I hope you will guard against and resist any attempt by any political 
party or group whatsoever to dominate and control the students’ Fedoiation.’* 

Mr. Masaui tluui deprecated the attempts of cerlaiu luadois to form communal 
organisations among students. 

‘‘It is a truism”, Mr. Masani said, “that the first job of the student is to study. 
Dut study is not courmed to the reading of books and the passing of the University 
Examinations. Such study loses most of its value unless it is supidomeuted by the 
study of the actual facts of life. And this can be obtained best by living contact with 
the masses of Hxe peoplo and their povoity, their hardships, and’ their straggle for 
existence. Besides, sucli contact is the best corrective to dogmatism. Study consists 
in trying to find out things for ourselves, and not taking things too much on trust. 
If we are trying to bie »k the bonds of old rehginus \vo must not invent new ones for 
ourscdvi*^. The uccojitance blindly and unqnestiouingly of the teachings of Munu, 
Mahomed or Maix is equally to be avoMcd.” 

lloferriiig to Wardha Scheme of mass eduei'.tion, Mr. Masani described 

the attempt to make oducatiou self-supporting as a retrograde move Elvon the Con- 
servatives in other countries were prepared to necopt the financial burdens of mass 
oducatiou as a ne<u'ssity, but the Ceiigiess which Inul stooil for half a century for 
education for the masses was not asked to be contGut with the idea that the children 
in a school must pay their own way. Penal reformers have olijeeted oven to convicts 
in prison being made to earn lh(*ir living in jails. It was much more intolerable that 
little children should he expected to buy their meagre oducatiou by their own labour. 
Rtderi'ing to tlio s(‘liemo of voeationnl education, Mr Masani said that while education 
sliould not ho entirely bookish, too much time in the proposed curriculum \yas allotted 
to manual labour and too little to the acipiiiing of kuowleilgo. Then again, tho sort of 
vocational training which was proposed to be imparted was an anachronism at tho 
present time. Whether we liked it or not, our livi^s in future were bound up with 
tho maohiuo. Wo need not, if wo adopt tho socialist system of society suited to 
machine tiroduction, be their slaves, but there was no going back on mucluno produc- 
tion. K the machine stopped working, most men would perish. Even romantic per- 
sons who got sick of civilisation and wont away to live a primitive life in a jungle, 
did so with an up-to-date rille and a stock of tinned food ! On tho other hand, iudus- 
triaiisatiou and machine production were only means to an end. Human welfare and 
happiness were the prime considerations. If that was forgotten, our achiovemeuts 
vvould lie liki* the ending of Karel Capek’s play, “R. IJ. U.,” where tho robots, having 
slaughtiuaui the last human being, announced their iuUution of building many houses I 

Concluding, tho rresidont drew the ut tentiou of tho dcdegfiles to tho conforonee to 
one of the objecls of the trltudents’ Foiloiation wliich was to encourage co-opm‘atiou 
bolwoeu students of India and the students in other parts of tho woild. During the 
past y(‘ar two developments had takou place in this connection. One was the forma- 
tion of an organisation of Indian students in England whicli would act as a link bot- 
W(‘eu tbt‘m and tho western world. Tho other was the participation of Indian students 
m ml urualiunal gatherings of students in Kuropo when^ stmiouts from ail countries imifc 
jo consider tiieir attitude towards happenings in countries like Hpain and China. Ho 
liuped that iiidian students, through the All-India Btudents’ Foderatiou, would play a 
greater part m future in the lutornatioual iStudent movomont. 

Proceedings and Resolutions 

Resolutions wcumj then taken up for considoration. 

A condolence resolution touching tho demise of Dr.Rir J. 0. Bose, Hir Itcfis Masood, 
Dr. JavHHwai, and Messrs. F. Nandi, A. Barua, A. Chowdry and E, Bhattacbarya, 
Bciifpd detenus, was passt^d. 

A resolution put frmn tho chair, pointing out tho necessity of having an AlMndia 
Htudnnis voluritcm' corp.s, was next adopted. 

Mr. T, (hHlimalliih (Bombay) moved u resolution calling upon Rfudtmls' Fmierations 
to actively organise une nectivc agitatm against tho inauguration of Hie Federation ; 
and urging the Indian NaUtnial Congress to oiganiso a boycott of the King’s visit and 
ciTuto ticadlockH. ^ 

Mr. llamani tLuhort') socondod thn resolution, which wus then carried. 

Consnterablo i ismissimi ensued on tho following msoluiion moved l»y JMr. P. 
ArtHhnamuHin (Uunfeur) : ^ 

‘‘Tlds ormforunco is (d cmidiatic otnuuuHhnt ono country tii 

tho whole world, wmcli m eeusistouliy fellow ing the policy of Feuco and rtogtess. 
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whilst its very existence serves as a beacon-light to the oppressed of all nationalities 
in general and the International Student movement in paitioular. It calls upon all 
students in the different oountiies of tlie*world to emphatically condemn any aggression 
by fascist or capitalist countries on tho Soviet Union and help it morally aud materi- 
ally in the event of any attack. This conference congratulates the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics on its successful completion of twenty years of Socialistic construc- 
tion in Russia and views with great satisfaction tho inauguration of the now Constitu- 
tion, the most democratic in the world.” 

Mr. P. A, Mtikerji (Calcutta) seconded the resolution. 

Mr. M. L, Shah (Bombay) moved that the last sentence relating to the^ inauguration 
of the new Constitution be deleted. He was of the opinion that the elections had not 
been conducted in a purely democratic way, Tho amendment was duly seconded. 

Mr. Bajhans Krishna (Lahore) opposed the amondmunt. lie said that they should 
not bind themselves tp communism or socialism. 

Messrs, Thirumal Rao (Madras), D. Shanker (Lahore), T, Godlmallah (Bombay), 
Ansar Barwani and F. Majumdar participated in tho debate. 

Mr. Ansar Barwani said that the resolution was a premature one, aud if passed 
would give an idea that the students’ movement was for tho benefit of ouo party. Ho 
appealed to the mover of the resolution to withdraw tho resolution. 

The mover sought leave of the gathering to withdraw the resolution. 

The House refused to give permission and the discussion continued. 

Mr, Ranjib Majumdar also said that the resolution was prematuro. Tho amend- 
ment was declared carried, but on the contrary, it was found that the majority was 
against the amendment. 

Tbereupon a poll by grouping of provincial delegates, as provided in the ^constitu- 
tion of the Federation, was demanded. 

It was found that only two out of tho eleven provinces which had sent delegates, 
had paid the delegation tees. The President, after some discussion, desired to know 
whether it was advisable to carry on the proceedings with the delegates from two 
pi evinces alone and suggested that the mover might bo allowed to withdraw tho mo- 
tion to get out of the difficulty. 

The Conference then accorded permission to withdraw the motion and tho motion 
was withdrawn. The Conference then adjourned to meet on the next day. 

Second Day — Madras -2nd. January 1938 

Conference Dis.solted 

The ConftJionco resumed its sessions this morniug. As soon as Mr. Af, R. Masani^ 
tho President, took his seat, ho mado a slatomont and dissolved Oonforoniio. la 
his statement, Mr. Masani said that at a lute stai»e of yostoi day’s [iroeeeditigs, 
oeitain points of order were raised by some ilologatos as to the rights of ilologatos 
from several provinces to bo present and to participate in tho proceedings as those 
provinces had defaulted in the payment of delegation fees, and they pointed out 
that the proceedings ■woro invalid. Tho President said that his attempts to reach 
unanimity had failed and it was impossible to continue the proceedings and ho 
could do nothing but dissolve tho Gonferenuo. 

Mr. Masani loquested tlie old Working Committoo and its General Secretary to 
convene a fresh Oonforence at an early date at a suitable place aud seo that such a 
oonferenoo was duly oonstiluiiid in accordance with the censtitutien of the Federation. 

Mr. Masani added that it was unfortunate that circurastanccs beyimd his control 
should have created such a situation. He liofied, however, that when they would 
meet again, they would make up for lost time. He had personally received the utmost 
kindness from all delegates and thanked the Madras students for their hospitality. He 
also appealed to the public of Madras to appreoiato tlioir position. 

Mr. Masani, after doelaring tho Oonforence lUssolvod, loft the Conforonco pandal 

Mr. P. AT. Bhagarva^ the Goneral Heoretary, also loft tho puudal with his 
papers. About a dozen delegates tlion walked out of tlio pandal. 

The delegates remaining behind, after some informal discussion, decided to con- 
tinue tho proceedings aud elected Mr. K, ijarvoUama Shetiy^ the Chairman of the 
Beoeption Committee, as tho President. 

The meotingtthon passed a ‘no-oonridonoo'Jmotion against Mr. Masani, the Pn^sldont, 
Mr. P, H. Bliurgava, the (}ouoral Booretary aud the members of the old Working 
Committee. 
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A resolution was noxt passfsd congratiilutin:; ilio Conj/rK^s Ministry in ilio (V'ntral 
Proviricos on tho stop they Ind taken to ^ hiiprovt* tliu nniij^i'uotis syst<‘m of medi^n'tio 
on modern The Couferunoo tlxea adjourunil to uieut again at 3 p. lu. 

The Afternoon Session 

The dologatos wlio disagrood with Mr. AT. R, J/aavnti, and dynidi'd to oorilinoo 
the (Jonferonco, mot again in tlie afternoon, under the prosidt'mjy of Mr, K* 
Sarvothama ShoUxj and adopted a immhor of resolutions.^ 

It was resolved to reriaost the authorities of the vaiioiis University's and educa- 
tional institutions to adopt the v ‘macular as tho mcMliurn of instrufdion. 

Tho aotioii of tho All-Enclia Medical Ouuno»I in i( 3 fushig riic* -ignition to tho 
Andhra medical degrees was ooudomnf3<i and tho Oovernm'jnt of Madras 
wore requested to take curly stops to get tlio dogreo*; reMet^iiisod, ‘'The 
ihreatemng attitude” taken hy tho lion. Dr. T. 5^. S. Ilajan ^hen spoaking 
about tho Medical Oollego striko was resented and the (iovuM'urruMit were lo- 
qm^sieil to begin the building soh»*mo immi'diately. 

Moved from the chair, resolutions fixing Oiissa as the next venue of (lie 
CoufiTcuce calling upon tho ^fud(*nts’ Federation of lii(j vari'His prnviucfs to 
submit within two months schemes for the removal of illitcrjKjy and pend- 
ing approval of such scheme hy tin* Working (k^rntuiltoe, calling upon the 
students to par1i(dpatc actively in all existing scluuaes for the tiquidaticm of 
illiteracy, asking tho Woiluiig (kunmittoo to pieparc a sefieme for ‘'taitnig an All* 
India Students’ volunteer organisation, appealing to studmits to le’o only Swadeshi 
articles, deciding to ohsm-vo an Aii-lndia Snuh'uts’ Day on a date and ae^’ordurg to 
tlu3 programme to bo fixed by Iho Working Ooinmittee. ’and reqie'stiug tin* (Jovoin* 
meat to take stops lo deal with undiu’-noiiiislunent of rhildien, to make physical 
training compuKsory and to give comjmlscry military training lo all studmitt wi’tfiout 
obligation, wore adopted. 

The following resolution moved hy Mr. f, f\aH>w Vartna and seconded hy 
Mr. R. K. Gupta, and amended hy Mr. B. 1). Ti’.vaii was adopted. “Thin ('on- 
feronce is of opinion that civil liberty withoui any ipmlillcation or reservation 
must be made an integral part of social and political exisiemm of tlie people if the 
Htrugglfi for freedom is to ho successfully pursiu'd, U therefore cnlls upon the 
Alinistries and tho Htatos to gid repealed all repressive laws ;meh ns H(*eiion ld4 of 
the (.Timinal Frocininro Code, Hectlon I24-A of the Indian I'eiml (Jod,! and tho 
Criminal Daw Amendment Act and to lift tho ban on cmiain oiganisations such as 
iho Communist Party of India”. 

The Confonmee while applauding the action of the Ceng!f*S',i Miiiiulries hi releasing 
politie.al prisoners and initiating some much noiMltd refouas, exprci.sed tin* view 
that tho action taken against some Omignssmen and Mtudent.-; under tiie rc'pre"dve 
provisions of imporialisiio Acts was not jurddiud, ai “it retarded Um anti-impcrisllsUe, 
struggle”. 

Sfr. T» OofUmala inov<*d tfie folhnviiig resolution : “This Conff*r<‘noe sfiongly 
rocornmeiids that Hindustani should Ito the lingua franea of India and tho oflicial 
soripl should hii the Homan script ami requests all the Provincial tiovernmunts and 
nnivorsiiios to introduce UinduHtani at, least as a sucona languug*^ though not as a 
compulsory language in hcIiooIh and colleges/* 

Tlic resolution \va.s amended by Mr. 71 U. Subnirmniain and passed. 

Mr. Rnjlml Khhtm moved a resolntjon suding inter alia: “This Conh'rence is 
of opinion that imperialist war is tho product of Intense rivatrv for colonial eoun*. 
trks. The capitalist countries are coriip*diiig for raw material. i and iiodevuhiped 
mEtt'ketH in various parts of the world. Ihis bitter compidition h Dm uoie ttause of the 
hostilities between couritiy and country. It is henatmu of tldu intMrnalienal e^ompetitien 
inthowoiM market, that nations are arming themselves to tfm hsith and prepanng for 
war. This Cmifcremm holds that alrisidy imperialist, nggimsioa has shown itself in Hpaiu 
and China aml that the incmmitig tension in thu world situation in taking tm rapidly 
towards a world watr. This OonfoiMmc»* dirtHita all htudents’ organihuliotm In India lo 
actively organise srndonts* unthwar cmmniUccs and explain to studmits th*? imphea- 
tions of an impmiafiHt war and when wur actually Inmku out, to organiuo students 
not to partmipate m it/* 

^ ^Mr. irmmi Hm moved an amendment to tim cdtecl. that if fhitKh I'mpeviidism 
|omed saoh a ^war, sfHdimJs should strengthen the hands of mitidinperifilist forccji 

Tim rtwiiution as amcnaed was o;«*Hed. 

Tim mti resolution adopted rulatad to tho Wardha Hchomo. if ran as Ddh<U's j 
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“This Conference demands and fully supports univorsul free and compulsory oducation. 
"While approciatin;? the advancement the Wfu-dlia suhomo proposes to make over the 
present educational system, the Conference disagrees with tho idea bohind Camllujt’s 
scheme of solf-supportiu}; oducation, as under the present condition it loads our 
popular Congress Ministries and the public into tho belief that miudi can bo done 
even under the present Govorument of India Act. Further, tho Ward ha report is not 
related to the growing needs of a progressive society, for it bohovos that an educational 
system based on craft instruction will be more attractive, whilo tlm real nood is the 
greatest expansion of schools and other educational facilities.” Tho resolution was 
carried* 

By another resolution the proposal to form political provinces on a linguistic 
basis was approved and tho Provincial (lovornments wors requested to start linguistic 
universities. 

The next resolution passed ran as follows: “This^ Conforonco fools that stiulonts 
have a vital part to play in the futuro political dostiny of India and so welcoraes 
the increasing realisation by tho leaders of this fact. i>ut, it views with apprehen- 
sion the reservations that are made by distinguished loaders regarding students 
activities in politics, In particular, tho Conforonco disagrees with rju‘ advico given 
to the students not to participate in any direct [lolitioal activity, as such aotivitv 
is dictated not by the cbaractor of tho Provincitil Oovtumraonts, hut i»y tho funda- 
mental basis of imporiahst rule in India. This Confensncfj assoils tlio right of 
students to strike, and regrets tho attitude of those political le.uleis svho advise tho 
students to abandon the fnndamontal right to strike.”^ 

“This Conference strongly recommends to tho various provincial siudimls* organi- 
sations the formultation, at an early date, of concrete proposuln whereby both 
past and present students can contribute their best to the urgent and necessary 
work of rural reconstruction. Buoh proposals, after formulation with rtdcrerico to 
the conditions of particular provinces, should bo submitfod for intor-provincial 
criticism so that tho way may be paved for an All- India pregrtunmu in tho near 
future.” This resolution was also unanimously adopted. 

By tho last resolution a protest was regisfored^ against tho prcsonco of 0. T. 1>. 
reporters at tho Conference and tho Madras Ministry was askotl to lake stops to 
see that such a course was not adopted in futuro. 

Tho Confoienco then adjournod to meet again on tho next day tojuforraally discuss 
the constitution of the Students’ Federation. 

Third Day— Madras — 3rd. Jauuary 1938 

Bo-assembling, this morning, at tho pandal in tlie Medical Collogo grounds under 
tho prcsidoncy of Mr. SarvoUam tho dolegates to the Third All-India 

Students^ Conforenco who decided yosterday to continue tho session notwithstanding 
Mr. Masani’s ruling, ’passe i a resolution demanding tho immiMluito release of all 
political prisoners and detenus and the withdrawal of tiio restrictions on politicals, 
and expressing tho opinion that tho policy of the liongal (J-overrunenfc as regards the 
release of political prisoners was quite unsatisfactory. The resolution was moved 
from the chair and was unanimously adoi^tod. 

By the next resolution, iho delegates called on all Provincial Govornmemts to 
take adnainistrativo stops forthwith for mooting ctirtain immediate demands of tho 
students of the countiy. Thuso wore tho witlnlrawal ot all Govornment circulars 
prohibiting studonfs or toachors fram taking part in any political activity or joining 
any^ political party, and tho abolition of caning and other forms of corporal 
punishment and tho gratit to students of a fair trial hoforo they wore rusticated 
from schools and oolloges. Tho resolution, which was moved by Mr. P. Krishna-^ 
murtU and seconded by Mr. It /t, Murihi also asked tho Oovernmeuts to refuse 
to award grants to educational institutions which wore being luu on communal 
lines and In which roligioas instruction was compulsory* 

Mr* T, Godiwalla moved a resolution which was adopted, congratulating the 
students of Bpain and China on their brave stand* Mr* Gupta seconded tho 
resolution. 

The meeting then considered certain changes In tho constitution of the All India 
Students’ Foderation* 

Bringing the proceedings to a close the President hoped (hat the student body 
pf India would preserve a united front la respect of their common ideals, 



The All India Trade Union Congress 


Open Session — New Delhi — Ist. January 1938 


Presidential Address 


Tiie open snssion of the All India Trade TTnioa Congress was held at How Delhi 
on the 1st. January 1038 under the presidency of Sreejut Sibnath Bamrke, 
Among those present wore Mr. Mohanlal vSaxona, Mr, N. G, Hanga, Mr. Yusuf 
Muherally, Mr. U, S. Himbkar, Mr. R. S. Ruikar, Dr. Burosh Banorjoo, Mr. 
Houmyendranadi Tagore, Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia and others. 


Mr. Yusuf Mcherally, on behalf of tbo Congress Bociah\st Party, convoyod support 
and greetings to the Trado Union Congress. 

“Tor the last two years wo arc trying very earnestly to have unity with the 
National Federation of Trade Unions and this year the N. F, T. U. has aoceptod 
the proposals for unity. The terms are rather stiff, but [ fool wo should accept 
thorn and try to give effect to the structural unity as early as possible*', said Mr, 
Bibanath Banarjee in his presidential address. 

Mr. Bamrjce said that the T, U. 0. had also shown o.xtrerao eagerness for 
working in co-operation with National Congress but the response from the National 
Congress was most unsatisfactory and disappointing. Duo to the influence of Mr. 
Jawaharlal Nehru and other radical forces in the Congress, the Socialist Party in tlie 
Congress was giving up some of its old habits of thought and actioa. It was their 
duty to quicken and hasten this process of radiealisation but thoir strength lay k 
the solid organisation of trade unions and peasants* unions. 

Referring to the inauguration of tho new constitution, Mr. Banorjoc said for the 
first time in the history of tho labour movement in India some direct ropresontativos 
of workers wore in the Provincial Assemblies. If tho mass agitation and struggle 
outside were oo-ordinatod with tho agitation inside tho Assomblios, quicker and bettor 
results could bo assured. 

Reviewing tho working of tbo Congress Ministries, t the President said tho rocont 
dovelopraonts and statomonts of Bardar Vallabhbhai and Mr. il Rajagojialachari and 
tho arrest and conviction of Comrade Ratliwala, and Comrade Yusuf (Oawnporo). 
the banning of the Bihar ICisan Babha by tho Congress and tho ovonts in Caw n pore 
Ahmodabad and Howrah had shown that “brown bureaucrats may bo as unpleasant,’ 
or more perhaps, than tho white. Btiil, as they wore amoiiablo to political oontrau 
at least thoorotioally, wo should press them to pass immodiato legislation to guarantee 
fundamental rights’^ added Mr. Banorjoo. 

Referring to Federation, Mr. Banorjoo said that strong determination to consolidate 
all tho militant forces was necessary for combating this danger. Unfortunately that 
was not visible in the present loadership of tho Congress and “it woultl be no 
surptiso if, true to thoir constitutional outlook, they accept the inauguration of tho 
Foderatiott perhaps again with tho ploa of furthering tho ideal of wrecking tho 
constitution. Lot tho struggle of tho working class, combined with other forcoM, 
make tho manguration of tho Federation impossibio and lot that struggle suoooHSfully 
wreck the constitution and create conditions favourable for convening a Constituoat 
Assembly,*' concluded Mr. Banerjoe. 


Frocoedlngs and Retolutlons 

OmcExims TO CnmssBi and Siwisn Psioptisa 


Tho Trado Union Congress passed a resolution sending greetings esrprossing solidarity 
with tho workers, peasants ana eiitzeus of China and Bpain in their struggle against 
Fasoist-imporialist aggression, exhorting tho people of India to boycott Japanese goods 
and mafonally oontributo to tho funds started for sending medical supplies aud other 
dd to the Chinese and tho Bpanish popular armies. 


FjBJDKnATiON’s Trums Accktod 

The Congress next passed a resolution accepting the terms of the National 
Federation of Trado Unions a$ tho basis for olleoting structural unity between the 

m 
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Trade Union Congress and tlie National Federation of Trade Unions^ and appointed 
a Sub-Committee consisting of Messrs. Sibnath Banerjeo, R. S. Ruikar and IL S. 
Nimbkar to carry on negotiations with the National Federations of Trade Unions 
and hold a joint session of both organisations as early as possible. 

The resolution stated that in view of the formation of Congress Ministries in the 
several provinces committed to a programme of realising the basic trade union rights 
and minimum demands of the workers, the achievement of organisational unity with 
the National Federation of Trade Unions and the creation of a central All-India 
Trade Union organisation of the Indian working class had become urgent and could 
no longer be postponed. Even though the terms proposed by the Federation at its 
Calcutta session fail to meet the unity proposals of the I. T. U. C., the latter in 
the interest of the working class movement, accepts the terms of the National 
Federation of Trade Unions as the basis for structural unity.” 

The resolution was proposed by Mr. Ruikar and supported by Messrs. Karnik^ 
Hariharnath Sastri and Mukunddlal 8arcar, 

Second Day— New Delhi— 2iid. January 1938 

Federal SomiE Opposed 

The All-India Trade Union Congress to-day passed a resolution, expressing its 
emphatic and unequivocal opposition to the Federal scheme, adding, ‘There being a 
grave danger that a section of the Nationalists is trying to minimise the struggle 
against the slave constitution into a formal constitutional protest, this session 
declares that the only effective way to struggle against and end the now Constitu- 
tion is by the revolutionary utilisation of tho legislatures and the linking it up with 
direct action by the masses, such as a general political strike and a uo-tax campaign. 
The Trades Union Congress calls ou the Congress to take the initiative in developing 
mass action and also to quit the Ministries if the Federal scheme is thrust on India ” 

Oteir Resolutions 

The T. U. C. also adopted aTesolution exhorting Anti-war propaganda, the Congress 
Ministries, workers and peasants to take steps to conduct anti-war propaganda iu 
view of the impending danger. 

Other resolutions demanded the lifting of the ban on the Communist Party 
and the release of persons convicted of Communist activitios, viewed witli alarm 
the application of “the imperialist coercive apparatus” against Kisan Sahha workers 
and strikers, requested the President of the National Congress not to allow the 
oi’ganisation of rival trade unions against tho T. D. 0., condemned the croation of 
autonomous Federal authority and urged tho members of tho Central Ti‘gislaturo to 
oppose the Trades Disputes Amendment Bill and to work Cor the roponi of tho 
Trades Disputes Act of 1929. 

Thkd Day— New Delhi — Srd* January 1938 

The closing stages of tho All-Tudia Trade Union Congress session wero marked 
by great enthusiasm, the main cause of which was the tdootion of Prosidimt and 
General Beoretary for tho year. The sitting lasted from 9-30 p.m. to 5-30 iu tho 
morning. The election resulted iu a victory for tho Congress Socialist ITrty, which 
secured both the offioos. 

After the adoption of the annual report and accounts, Mr. Yusuf Mehoraliy pro- 
posed Dr. Suresh Chaudor Bannerjeo, M. L. A. Bengal, prominent member of the 
Congress Socialist Party, for tho Presidentship. The other party’s nominee, Mr. 
Kalinath Sen, was proposed by Mr. Dutt. Yoting resulted in a largo majority 
for Dr. Banerjee, wbo was duly elected. 

The main contest, however, was over tho election of the Genoral Secretary, 
for which Mr. B* K. Mukherjee, Secretary, East Indian Railwaymeu’s Union, Lucknow 
was proposed by Mr. Dujendranath Sen on behalf of Congress Booiaiists, while 
Mr. E. S. Nimbkar was sot up by the other side. Mr. B. Mukorjee was duly 
elected by 238 votes against 189. 

Several resolutions were adopted before tho session finally concluded at 5-30 in tho 
morning. Prominent delegates to the Trade Union Congress interpreted tho elections as 
indicating the growing strength of the Congress Booiaiists in tho trade union hold. 
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17th. Session — Nagpur — 16th. April 1933 

Unificatian of Trade Union Movements 

Over 5,000 workers attenried the one-day joint session of the All India Trade Union 
Con'^^ruRS whi<*Ii oouelivied at Na"pur on the 16th. April 1938 amidst rejoicings at 
the unifii’.ation of the Indian Trade LTuioa movement brought about by the afniialion o( 
Iho Nutioiuil Trade Union Federation to A. 1. T. U, 0. Prominent leaders of both winisjs 
attended the Sf‘ssion ineludinc? Messrs. N, M. Joshi m. l. a,, (central), B. R. Bakhale, 
8. C, iSen, Sihriatli Hanerji, It S. Nirabkar. Aftab Ali, P. 0. Boso, I lari UaraDath 8;islri, 
Mrs. Mam Ilm Mulji, Mr, W. Y, Jt. NaiJii, Srimati Chando Bibi, Mr. N, Bufcta 
Majiimdar. Mr, Makiindalal Sircar, Mr. Yusuf Maher Ali and Mr. 15. IC Mukherjeo. 

Tlie session commenced in the afternoon amidst onthnsiastio scenes to implement 
the u^^reomoui between the principal labour organisations in the country. 

The Welcome Address 

Mr, /?. S. Ruikur^ chairman, reception commiit''‘{>, doscribo<i the mr^oting as a his- 
toric s»*ssion when the two wings of the Indian trade union movement who unfortu- 
nately had drifted apart wore coming tugctlun* to unite. It was nine years ago, ho 
said, that this very city witncsseil the unhappy split in the trade uubjn movemiinl and 
he was glad that they wore again mootiug at Nagpur today to unite umler the banner 
of ono central organization. "Recalling how the non-cf>[mration Tnovornent under 
Mahatma ({andlii’s lcador.ship which opened a new chapter lu the then political history 
WiiH initialed at Nagpur, Mr. Riiikar hoped that this city would have again the credit 
of now orientation of the working class movement leading them to a glorious future. 

Presidential Address 

Dr. S. G. Ban^rjee^ after reviewing tho events now culminating in the happy uni- 
fication of the A. I. T. U. 0. and tliu National Trade Union Federation,* declarod that 
the need for unity would not ooase until their obj(‘ctivo of replacement of complete 
socialism had not boon rcalisetl. Alluding to the Oongros.s-Libour relations he strong- 
ly ideaded so that labour while maintaining a sefawatt^ existence under trade union 
leadership sliouM cooperate with tho Indian National Congress in every anti-imperial- 
ist light. This alone wmuld help labour to reali.so its ultimate goal. Deploring that 
inter-[)r()vin(dal cooperation and harmony won^ ahsolutoly lucking in tlie matter of ini- 
tiation of lalumr legislation by labour M. L, A.’s in the various proviiice.s the presi- 
dent hopi^d that the T. U. 0. would in future be more alert In their new phase of 
trade union activity. Reitorating their oppo.sition to the Tnules I)jspuft*s Amendment 
bill (which tln^ Central Assembly had already pa.ssed) Dr. f^unmuji said that tho pro- 
vincial (loverunmut, particularly the Congress Cover urn* mt, sfiould see that section XVf 
of the Act as amended did not hecomo law. 

He then referred to tho proseoulion of labour leaders in licngal under si^ction 10? 
Or, P. 0. and suggestod an all-India agitation to stop tliis drive. The president further 
demanded an (*aily removal of tho Imn on tho communist fsirty in India and assured 
the co-operation of labour in the oHorts fur the roloase of poIitiealH and defmius in 
Bfc'ngul Dr. Banriorji, procooding, mentioned that both tho Congress and the T* H. C. 
were oiiposod to the now constitution and federation. The only olTeclivo way of light- 
ing federation^ in his view was direct action of the mas.ses and general poll fcicarstriku and 
no-tax campaign. The T. U, 0. would fully support the National Congress, sliould the 
latter adopt diivct action. The fight ahead was inevitable as there was no chance of 
any uiher method succeeding in preventing the iiiaugurution of federation against tho 
people’s will. 

Dr. Banerji ooncluclod by advising other provinces to follow Bengal’s example in tho 
matter of ostalillshing training classes for workers and making them oompoteut to 
successfully lead the labour movemmit 

Froceedliigs & Reftoiulions 

Mi% P. A/, Nai(hij general secretary, rend mifc nu'-ssages of good wishes, wiidurig the 
conference succi'ss, mneng oilieis from Mr. V, V. Oiri (.M-idras Minister), Dtjvvan 
Ohamanlal, Dr. P. P. Pillay (Director, I. L. O. Indian branch), ih'of. N, <1, h’miga, 
Swami Sahajarmnd, BIr. M. K. Beso aud Muimhi Ahmeddin, Hocretary, Congress Hordal- 
ist party, ihuijab* 
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Unitt in Labour Ranks 

Mr. N. M, Joshi^ moving tlie principal resolution which was carried unanimously, 
expressed h’S pleasure at the unity restored in labour ranks and congratulated the 
T. U. 0. leaders on their spirit of accommodation they had shown in the matter. 
He hoped that the new combined labour organisation would be in a position to 
render more useful service to the workeis in enabling them to gain their 
objective at no distant date. Mr. Joshi proceeded to say that it was not the monopoly 
of any particular individual or body to establish labour unions. They need not 
regret tho decision of the Gandhi Seva Sangh to form such unions. He, however, 
hoped that such labour unions, as might be started under the auspices of the 
Gandhi Seva Sangha, would join them (T. U. 0.) in their work ahead. Mr. Joshi 
concluded that their organisation was now powerful enough to ameliorate the 
economic condition of the workers and secure political emancipation for them. 

Among those who endorsed the resolution were Mr. Yusuf Meherali (Socialist), 
Mr. Indulal Yagnik (Kisan Sabha), Mr. Sibanath Banerji, Mr. R. 8. Nimbakar, Mr. 
Hari Hamath Shastri, Mr. N. Dutta Majurndar, Mr, Mukundlal Sircar, Srimati 
Chando Bibi (Delhi) and Mr. V. E. Kallappa (Nagpur). All of them described to-day’s 
session as historic in the annals of the trade union movement in the country and 
exhorted the workers to join the Congress in large numbers and intensify tho 
fight against capitalism to secure the just demands of the workers. 

AmLiATiON TO Eorbion Organisation 

Another resolution moved from the chair and passed without any dissent 
declared (a) the Congress shall not be affiliated to any foreign organisation. It will, 
however, be open to the affiliated unions to do so provided that the foreign body 
with whom affiliation is sought has similar objoots and methods ; (b) all political 
questions and the question of strikes shall be decided by throe-fourths majority 
of the general council. Individual unions, however, are free to tako any action they 
like in the absence of any mandate given by three-fourths majority of the 
general council. 


Unity in Trade Union Movement" 

The following resolution was farther passed 

“The special joint session of the T. U. 0, and tho Federation rejoices at tho 
conclusion of the negotiations that have been going on for a few years with a vifnv 
to bringing about unity in the Indian Trade Union movement and in sending its 
greetings of good wishes to tho entire working class in India. This session hopes 
that it ^ will bo able to strengthen the trado union organisation in tho country 
where it is weak and create an organisation when none exists to bo so that with 
the combined force that may be created it will at no distant date be able to 
achieve for tho Indian workers what is their due”. 

The official flag of the T. U. 0. shall now be red flag with tho logond T. U. C. 
thereon but without the hammer and sickle, 

Tho principal terms of agreement approved by the executives of both tho T. U. C. 
and tho N. T. U. F. are that (a) the basis of rofiresentatiou on tho joint general 
council of tho new combiuod T. U, 0, should be 50-50 each --44 members from 
each group; (b) the T. U. 0. should accept the constitution of the National Trade 
Union Federation in toto. 


New Offiob-bbarers elected 

The following new office-bearers of the T. U. 0. drawn from both groups wore 
approved for one year from to-day. 

PreBidmt Dr, S. 0. Banerjoe (T, U, C.); Vice’^PreBident (I) Mr. Aftab AH 
(Federation) (2) Mr, Jamnadas Mehta (Federation) and (3) Mukundlal Saroar 
U* 0.) General Secretary ; Mr. R. E, Bakhalo (Federation) ; Treasurer : Mr, R. 
S. Nimbkar (T. U. 0.) and two assistant secretaries, Mr, B. IC. Mukerji (1\ U, 0.) 
and Mr. 8. T. Farulekar (Federation). 



Indian Chambers of Commerce Federation 


Eleventh Session — New Delhi — Ist. April 1938 

Presidential Address 

The Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry opened its 
eleventh session in the Oid Secretariat, New Delhi, on the Ist April 1038. Sir 
Rahimtoola M, Chimy^ President, in course of his speech said 

It is customary on this occasion to survey the international trade condition as 
affecting our trade and commerce abroad. The major part of the year 1937 has 
undoubtedly recorded a steady progress iu the reooveiy of international trade Bince 
the depression period of 1929-33. The impetus to world recovery was duo more 
or less to enormous expenditure on armaments which have brought in an improve- 
mont in prices of certain raw materials and rapid developraont of certain industries. 
The industrial production of the world including U. 8. S, R., which was at its 
lowest ebb in 1932 being only 69 though exact figures are not available for the 
whole of 1937, figures U929-100), rose to 111 in 1936 and for the first six months 
give sufficient indication that the improvement was maintained in most of the 
industrial countries. 

After October, 1937, however, the shadow of the slump was cast on tho face of 
many of the industrial nations and that too, in spite of feverish activity of tho 
armament industries all over tho world. India too, I am afraid, is beginning to lose 
oven the slight ground gained by her in the earlier part of 3937 and as latest figures 
woiltod out on 1920 basis are not available, wo have to bo satisfied with the 1914 
base year figures of tho Indian Trade Journal. Tlio index number of wholesale prioos 
at Calcutta was 91 in 1936 and 102 in 1937. The figure reached 105 in October 1937 
and has been falling steadily month after month and in February last, it was at 97. 

During tho tenure of my office, the Biennial Congress of the International Chamber 
of Comm(U‘ce was hold at Berlin, Indian commercial intore.sts, as ropresented by 
tho Indian National Committee, wore adequately ropresented by a dolegation under 
tho leadership of Mr. "Walohand Hiraohand. Another subject of mternational 
importance dealt with at tho Congress related to the re-establishment of a system 
of free international exchange at stable rates. 

Ro far as India is concerned, it i« needless to point out that thcro can bo no stable 
exchange with a doliberately oyorhaulod currency as ours. Tho recent tondoncios 
of our export trado are sure to give an anxious moment to any one soriously 
considtuing the position of India in world trade. India being a debtor country with 
no investments abroad to pay for her liabilities to tho United Kingdom has to 
mainly depend upon her export trade with foreign countries. 

In 'other words, gold is the medium of exchange among papor money. May I 
present those obseivations to tho Government of India who have allowed the export 
of more than Hs. 310 crores worth of gold at a timo when other nations were 
struggling and manipulating their currencies to hoard it ? 

Though I do not wish to sound a pessimistic note about international co-operation, 
the signs of timt's, as 1 see thorn, and tho struggle of one nation for supremacy 
over anotlier for the control of raw materials, are threatening enough to provoke 
serious thought in our mind as regards tho future of this country iu the interna- 
tional trade. 

Froceedbgt Sc Hesolutlont 

Dbvelopmext 03? EMHim SiriFPixa 

After tho adoption of the annual report, three resolutions moved from tho Clmir 
wore adopted. 

The first related to tho dovolopmont of ISmpiro shipping, and iirgod that in any such 
scheme steps should be taken to secure an equitable and legitimate slmio for Indian 
shipping, and to seouro to India the right to enact muritimo legiHlution on; the same 
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basis as the Dominions, and to encoarago the expansion ol Indian shipping in India’s 
own overseas trade. 


MiNlGEMENT OF RaILWA.TS 

In the second resolution the opinion was expressed that several of the recom- 
mendations of the Railway Inquiry (Jommitteo were unacooptahle, paiHcularly the 
one relating to the question of company management of railways, and trusted that 
tho Government of India would not accept them. It also protested against the 
enhancement of freight rates, and stated that any scheme of co-ordination of road 
and rail transport should not be allowed to restrict or hamper tho growth of motor 
transport. 

Increase op Postal Rates 

The third resolution protested against the increase in tho postal and telegraph 
rates between India and Burma immediately after the separation of Burma. 

Need of Induserial Research 

Mr. D P. Ehaitan moved a resolution advocating the need of proper industrial re- 
search for tho utilization of the economic resources of tho country, and rocommonJing 
that the Industrial Research Bureau should have a larger element of noii-ofTicial 
representation. The resolution was unanimously passed. 

The next resolution moved by Lala Shri Ram^ urged tho Government of India to 
talie the initiative, in collaboration with provincial Governments, to devise suitable 
machinery for reviewing the development of indigenous industries and for evolving a 
plan for their systematic expansion. 

The resolution was passed, 

Co-ordination of Factory & Labour Leqislation 

Mr. Gordhandas Morarji moved a resolution emphasising the necessity for the co- 
ordination of factory and labour legislation in the provinces, so as to mako it uniform 
and to prevent unfair competition between industries located in different provinces, 
and urging that the Central and provincial Governments should bear Ihoir ^fair share” 
of expenditure on labour welfare work, instead ol imposing tho whole burden on the 
industries. The resolution was passed. 

Protection Jof Small Industries 

Mr. Jamshed Mehta moved the next resolution regretting the decision of the 
Government of India to suspend the departmental inquiry instituted by thoin with 
regard lo the condition of small industries as affected by Japanese cornpttiliou 
asking tho Government of India to take steps for the resumption of tho inquiry 
and urging upon thorn the necessity of permanent machinery to watch tho ptisition 
of small industries in comioxion with foreign competition and to rocoramoud to them 
immediate measures for their adequate protection. The resolution was caniod. 

^Maintenance of Faboxjbablb Trade Balance 

Mr. Chunilal Mehta moved a resolution viewing with concern the increasing detor- 
ioration in the favourable balance of trade of India, and urging the Government to 
devise suitable measures to maintain the nocossary favourable balance. Tho resolution 
was passed. 


Coal and Factories Act 

Before the session adjourned for the day, two more resolutions were adopted— one 
on coal and the other on the extension of the Factories Act. 

Tho resolution on coal disapproved several recommondations of the Coal Mining 
Committee, particularly those relating to the establishment of a statutory authority 
and to the rationalization of the industry, and urged tho institution of an inquiry into 
tho whole problem ; while the other expressed tho opinion that the proposed oxteusiou 
of the provisions of the Factories lot dealing with health, safety, children and regis- 
tration to small power factories employing from 10 to 20 persons, and the proposed 
grant of power to provii^oial Governments to extend the provision of the Act to power 
factories employing loss than 10 persons wore likely to handicap tho dovolopmcut of 
minor cottage industries. 
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Second Day — New Delhi— 2nd. April 1938 

ItTDiANs Abroad 

"Whon the session of tho Foderation was resumed to-day, Mr. Suhodar 

moved a resolution on Indians abroad. The resolution was as follows: 

“The Federation views, with grave concern, tho policy of the British 
Colonial Administration in resorting to discriminatory legislation affecting tho 
status and privileges of Indians as British subjects in the ^ colonies and 
particularly in South Africa, Konya, Tanganyika, Uganda, and Zanzibar and urges 
the Government of India to take firm and determined action to maintain and uphold 
the status and privileges of Indians in those colonies and to secure for them in all 
political and economic spheres, a position of eq,uality with the other British 
subjects.’* 

Mr. Subedar said that with the help of Indian sotilers most of those colonies had 
been built up from wildoi noss into flourishing lands and the very samo Indians wens 
now being. gradually thrown out. Many and varied wore the disabilities imposed on 
thorn. What were the Government of India doing all these years V It was the 
attitude of ISoio while Komo was burning. Indian labour was humiliated and insulted 
and Indian capital couHscated and to persistent questions pul to the Government in 
the Assembly their replies woio one series of evasions. 

Mr, Dinshaw (Karachi) supporting the resolution opined that^ unfortunately India 
was not vet in a position to clTi'Ctivoly retaliate against the offending colonies. 

8cth Qovind Das^ who rooeiitly toured Simili Aftioa, gave im uecouiit of tho 
numerous disabilities hereunder tho Indian setileis wore suitering. 

The resolution was unanimously carried. 

KE-ORaANIS.iTIOjr OF Fedkrationt Offiob 

On a motion of Lain Shriram tJio House ailopted a resolution seeking tho 
ro- organisation of tho Fedcratiou Office with adequate stall and equipment for tho 
purpose of making a proper study of tho numerous problems that culled for the 
Federation’s attention from timo to time. 

Utilisation of Molasses 

Lala 0 nrusharanlal moved a rosolulion expivssing gratification to tho U, P. and 
Bihar Goviunimonts for appointing a joint committini to investigate the possibilities 
of [iropor utilisation of molusses, particularly for the manufaetnro of power alcohol. 
Thf 3 resolution strongly condemned the action of the CJcvernment of Inilia in 
ratifying the international sugar agre<‘monl. It fui'lhcr urged that proper step 
should taken for tho utilisation of molasses in other dir(‘etions. 

Lala Shankarlal^ supporting the losolnliori, sahl as long as molasses were allowed 
to be wasted, not only the sugar industry would not bn placed o-i a strictly com- 
mercial basis, but tho'prndiuior would not gfit a margin of [irolit otherwise availabb,? 

Tho resolution was curried unanimously. 

iMimr OF AimFioiAL Baic 

Lala Bhriran moved a rmlution which stateil “This Federation vinws with 
concern tho imiroasing imports of artificial silk yarn into the country as they serve 
not only to displace in use cloth, both mill and handloom, made from Indian cotton 
but also to postpone indelinitoly any serious attempt to firoduco artificial silk from 

indigenous raw materials and it strongly urges tho Government of India to 

take immediate stops to chock such imports. This Fech'ration further urges (lev* 

ornmont to encourage efforts to produce artificial silk from indigenous raw 

materials.” 

Mr* D. P. Khailan omphaslsed that it was far bettor for Indian cultivator to 
dopeml more on tho Indian cotton indnsiry than foreign coiintrioH like Japan which 
wore manipulating their imports and exports to suit their Imperial game. 

Mr. B. Bagafd (Calcutta) supporting the rcHolution pointisi out that tlio ultimate 
aim of the Oongress \vas an India united and undivided and the recent imsurunce 
logisiation appeared to thrust a subtle wedge into the structure of that unity. 

Mr, Klmla (Delhi) having supported, tho rcsolutiou was adopted. 
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Administr^on of Excise Legislations 

Mr. B, D. Amin moved the next resolution. “That this Federation is of opinion 
that diversity of prooeduro in the administration of excise lofjjislations in different 
provinces in respect of rates of excise duties leviable on spirits and spirituous pre- 
parations has resulted in restricting free internal movement of such preparations 
from one province to another and has acted as a handicap to the development of 
an indigenous pharmaceutical industry and of small industiics utilising its products 
as raw materials and therefore urges provincial Governments to introduce uniform 
regulations in their excise administrations ” 

Mr. M, jB. Patel supported the resolution which was adopted. 

Import of Yegbtable Ghee 

Mr, F. C. Misra (Oawnpore) moved the next resolution on vegetable ghee in the 
Interests of Indian, agriculturist and with a view to develop the indigenous dairy 
Industry, early legislation should be undertaken by the Central Government so as 
to regulate (a) the import of the vegetable hydrogenated products known as vegetable 
or artificial ghee and (b) the marketing of all such products with a view to pre- 
venting their possible admixture with genuine ghee produced from cow or buffalo 
milk. 

The mover admitted that the advent of the vegetable ghoe had checked the sale 
of adulterated ghee and had incidentally increased. Somewhat on the lines of that 
existing in England was needed here. 

There was a healed discussion as to the propriety or otherwise of a resolution 
moved by Dlwan Bahadur Eatnasapabathi Mwdaliar on Agricultural Debt Belief 
measures. 

The Diwan Bahadur said that the debt of the agriculturist was increased not 
because of any unconscionable rate of interest but because of the unbusinesslike 
habits and uneconomic nature of the holding. The low level of prices had also been 
greatly responsible for the deplorable condition of the agriculturist. 

Mr. Eoshang Dinshaw raised a point of order regarding the propriety of the 
resolution being discussed at the session of the Federation in view of the fact that 
the mover had based most of his observations on the provisions of the Madras Act, 

Elections of Offiob-Beaeers 

The following office-bearers were elected for the next year 

President— Mr, Jamshod N. R. Mehta. 

Vice-President— Dewan Bahadur Ratnasabhapathy Mudaliar, 

Honorary Secretary— Mr. N. N. Sen. 

Members— Messers A. L. Ojha, Debesh Chandra Ghosh, M.A. Master, ICastnrbhal 
Lalbhai, Padampat Singhania, J. 0. Setalvad, N. L. Puri, M. 0. Ghia, Karamcliancl 
Thapar, Mohammad Ismail, Guruprasad Kapur, G. D. Birla, Ourusaran Lall, Biijlal 
Byani, Shivratan Mohta, 0. Hayavadana Rao and A, D. Shroff. 

The session at this stage concluded. 
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Indian Universities 


Name Vice Chancellor 

1. Calcutta (ISST) Khan Baliadur M. Azizul Huq 

2. Bombay (185/) V. N Chandravarkar 

3. Madras (1657) •• D. B., E. B. Rauganatliam 

4 Allahabad (1887) ... Amnr Nath Jha 

5. Punjab (1882) ... Afzal Hussain 

6. Lucknow (1920) ••• Sheikh Md. Habibullah 

7. Nagpur (1928) ... T.J. Kedar 

8. Dacca (1920) ... Dr. R. C. Mazumdar 

9. Patna (192?) Dr. S Sinha 

10. Aligarh Muslim (1920* *.• Sir Shah M. Suleman 

11. Delhi (1922) .•• R. B. Ramkishore 

12. Agra (1927) ... Dr. P. C. Basu 

13. Benares, Hindu (1915) ... Pt. M. M. Malaviya 

14. Andhra (1926) ... C. R. Reddy 

16. Annamalai (Chidambaram) (1929) Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri 

16. Rangoon (1920) .•• U. Sett 

17. Mysore (1916) ... N. S. Subba Rao 

18. Osmania (Hyderbad (1918) Nawab Mehdi Yar Jung 

19. ,Sm. Nathibai Damodar Thackers, ly 

Women’s University (1916) Dr. D. K. Karve 

20. Travancore (1938) Sir P. C. Ramaswami Iyer 



Educational Progress in India 

Central Board^s Recommendations, 


Tho followiiTt fs ^ 1 “ t>f a Kjft“r dahjth May 10, a'Mres.stMi by the Govern* 
mont of Trviia, f»f Ivi'iuaripn, Health and to all Provineiul (Jovorn* 

monts and Adninnstiatronw, forwarding!; oopics of tho R«»Ho!utiorJs passed at tho 
third Annual of the Geutral Advisory Board of Education, held at Naw 

tkdhi on the 2Bd) Jannary 1038 : 

As stated in parfutraoh 3 of this Departraonfe circular letter No* F, 10-3-37 0. A. B* 
dated tho 8th March 3937, the Board, at its second annual mooting held in December 
I03t5 decliied to refer tho question of primary education to its Vernacular Education 
Committoo with delinito suggt'stions in regard to the nature of tho administration 
and the <;ontrol of primary education In India. This comraittef\ to which were 
co-opted persons possesbdng experience in tho administration of primary education, 
met in Simla lo Sopiembor 1937 and presented its report to tho Board on tho 38th 


The report states that fhoro is BaOlcient ovidonce to show that genorally the 
administration of vernacular education in India Is lax in many ways. To improve 
administration, the committee recommended that a Board of Vcrniujular oducation 

consisting of not more than seven mom hors of whom at least one should bo a woman, 

witli the Minister of Education as Ohairman, should be constituted in each province, 
that tho mombors of this Board should ho appointed bv tho Ministry, that all 
problems concerning the expansion, control and administration of vernacular educa- 
tion anti tho financial aspect of thesa questions should come within the purview of 
tins Board, and that the Board should havo no statutory powers but act in an 

adv^ory constitute a Board of Vornacular Education In each 

province was afqiroved by the Central Advisory Board of Education, but there was 
a diflMronoe of opinion in regard to functions and constitution. On the one hand, it 
was felt that tho inlluouce of such a board without statutory powers might not be 
RuiTi<!ieutly ciToclIvo ; on the other hand, it was hold that tho Innuonco of a board 
consisting of roproKontalivos of a variety of Interests and outlook would strengthen 
the hands of tlio Minister. After carefully considering the matter, tho Board agreed 
mi the desirability of institutlag a Board of Vornacular Education in each province, 
but preferred to leave tho functions and tho constitution to each individual province. 

In most provinces, under Local Self-Government or similar Acts, District 
Boards or other statutory bodies oxcorcise almost full control over vernacular oduca- 
tiou in their respootive areas. Those Acts have removed from the Provincial Govern- 
ment and their officers many powers whhdi they formerly exoroisod. The report of 
the suh-oommlttee obsorvos that there is little evidence to show that local bodies 
generally arc dovolopfug a higher sense of civic responsibility in educational admini- 
stration. Whilst the delegation of all powers in regard to educational affairs by tho 
local body to tho Oovornment Inspector may not receive general aoco;*tanoe, yet the 
Committee felt that an improved Govornmont inspectorate with wide powers of 
control would improve tho administration of primary education. The Committee in 
Its report accordingly recommended that the inspectorate should be appointed by 
Govornmont, that every District Inspector should be a member of tho Provincial 
Service, that unless a special administrative oOicor were appointed, the Inspector 
should act as tho administrative officer of the local body in all matters affecting 
vernacular education, and that all questions of transfer, appointment, dismissal and 
increments should bo decide d by him in consultation with tho Divisional Inspector 
in the oaKG of anglo-vernacular teachers, the District Inspectress having the same 
powers in all matters concerning women teachers. In addition the Committee 
recommended tho appointment at head quarters of a senior officer whose duties 
should be wholly connooted with the administration of primary education and who 
should also act as Secretary of tho proposed Board of Vornaeular Education. 

Those recommendations were carefully considered by the Central Advisory 
Board. While there was not unatiimity in regard to tho removal of certain powers 
from the local body to the Inspector or to an administrative officer, the majority of 
the members of the Board wore strongly in favour of removing such executive 
matters as tho appointment and transfer of teachers from the local body to the 
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Insnector. A small minority, whilst atlmittin?? tho lajcity of local body administra- 
tion, preferred not to hand over thoso powers but to attempt to improve the 
present system. After long discussion, tho Board decided that a copy of the Report 
of this committee should ho forwarded to tho Provincial Governments for consi- 
deration and such notion as they might consider not‘,ossary. The Government of 
India are anxious that tho reicominendations of tlio Committee shall receive early 
attention from Provincial Govtu’nracnts. I am accordingly to forward C0]>ies of 
the Report of the Vornacular Kdiioution Committee of tho Board on tlie adminis- 
tration and control of piimary education in India and to request that tho views of 
the Provincial Government may kindly bo furnished at an early date, on the 
recommendations made by this Committee and also on the action which they 
propose to take. 

The Report of the Women’s Education Committee of tho Board on tho 
curriculum of girls’ primary schools in India was also oonsidored by the Board 
at its meetings on tho 2'8th January 1938. Important recommendations made in 
the report arc that the curriculum should bo expressed in terms of activities 
that m tho primary chissos the gonoral curriculum for boyvS and girls need 
not bo different and that o( 3 -cducation up to tho ago of about 10 is not objectionable. 
There was general agieoment at tho mooting of tho Board in regard to thoso 
recommendations and also on tho need of etheiont teachers, competent inspection 
and abundant handwork material for tlio satisfactory teaching of any curriculum 
for primary schools. , , . , . 

Another important subject considered by tho special committee was tlio inclusion 
of religious instruction in the ourrioulum of primary schools. While opinion was 
not unanimous in tho coraraittoo in regard to this question, there was agreemoiit 
that an education divorced from religion was sterile aud that primary education 
without teaching tho basic principles common to all religions was inoomploto. The 
Board whilst generally agreeing with this opinion preferred, on account of tho 
difficulties and tho contentious nature of tho subject, to make no speoitic rocoramon- 
dation and also on the recommendation made in tho report that a common language 
was desirable for India. , , 

After considering the various rooommendahons made by its Women’s Education 
Committee on the ourrioulum of girls’ primary schools in India, the Boaid decided 
that a copy of this report should also be foi warded to tho Provincial Govornmonfes 
for consideration and such action as they might consider necessary. The Govern- 
ment of India are confident that the two reports with the rooomraendations will 
receive the earnest consideration of the Provincial Governments. I am accordingly 
to forward copies of the report of this comraittoo also and to request that the 
Provincial Government will kindly furnish their views on the recommendations 
mado by this committee and also on the action which they propose to take. 

Another subject of considerable importance which engaged the attention of the 
Board was the Report on Vocational education in India by Mr. A. Abbott, O.BE. 
formerly Chief Inspector of Technical Bchools, Board of Education, England, with a 
section on General Education and Administration by Mr. S. 11. Wood, M. 0-, Director 
of intelligence, Board of Education, England, copies of which have already been 
foiwarded to Provincial Governments. Mr. Abbott, who was present at the meeting, 
explained more precisely the moaning and function of tho industrial survey and 
agreed that tho Intention was accurately stated in bis summary of recommendations 
via,, that every province should make a survey of tho educational needs of its 
industries and commerce. It was agreed that tho figures of tho number in employ- 
ment in diffieront grades in various industries, {larticuiarly the power industries, 
would give the information required and could, without difficulty, be obtained to a 
reasonable degree of accuracy. Oorrospondiag figures for handicrafts would, however, 
he less reliable. Tho danger of creating unemphiyment of another Mad by deve- 
loping technical schools to such an extent that occupations could not absorb the 
prodacts of the schools was also pointed out, and for this reason the need of a 
survey was considered to be all the more urgent. The Board considered that an 
estimatloix of the demand of educated labour of each industry or group of industries 
would be sufficient. The Government of India briag this^ suggestion to the notioe of 
Ffovinoial Governments when any reorganisation of their school system is under 
eonsideratiom 

In the course of discussion on the Wood-Abbott Report mentioned above, the 
aoheme wUoli is popularlr inowa as the "Wardha Edaoatiou Sohsme -was referred 
Iqi 8o nsny inportaat issues arose in this oonneotion that the Board felt a farther 
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examinatiott was desirable. It therefore appointed a special sab-oomniittee with 
powers to co-opt, to examine the soliome of educational reconstruction incoporated 
m the 'Ward ha Scheme in the light of "Wood- Abbott Eeport and other relevant docu- 
ments, e. g,, the reports of committees appointed by certain Provincial Governmonta, 
and to make rtjcoinmendations — vide Resolutions No. (3) of the Board. It is pro- 
posed to call a meeting of this sub-committee in Simla during the summer. The 
Government of India will be glad if the Provincial Government will kindly 
supply the Department of Education, Health and Lands with 20 copies of any; reports, 
etc , which they raav wish the sub-committee to take into consideration in their 
examination of the Wardha Scheme. 

Among the other subjects considered at the meeting of the Board was the for- 
mation of a National Committee on Intellectual Co-operation in India. The Gov- 
ernment of India for some time previously had considered the question of the 
relations belween India ami the Organisation of the League of Nation for Intellectual 
Co-operation, especially with reference to the creation of a National Committee on 
intellectual Cooperation in India. Is it was considered desirable that, pending a 
decision on tlio question of the formation of such a committee, India should co-oper- 
ate in the work of intollcctual co-operation of the League of Nations as far as 
possible, the Ediioalional Commissioner with the Government of India was appointed as 
Correspondent with the Secretariat of the International Committee of the League 
on Intellectual Co-operation and the Director of the International Institute of In- 
tolleotnal Co-operation, Paris. Subsequently, the Inter-University Board, India, un- 
dertook the function of a National Committee on Intellectual Co-operation in India 
so far as questions of higher education were concerned As the present arrange- 
ments are working satisfactorily, the Central Advisory Board of Education recom- 
mended that those arrangements shold continue. The Government of India accept 
this recommendation. 

It may be recalled that in 1935 the Board passed a series of important resolutions 
regarding educational reoonatruotion in India. The Government of India were naturally 
anxious that these recommendations should receive early and^ sympathetic attention 
from Provincial Governments, primarily because of the recognised and pressing need 
for dealing urgently with the problems to which those recommendations related. They 
accordingly torwanlod copies of the resolutions to Proyinciai Governments with their 
letter No. F. 1-6 (a)-36-C, A, B., dated the 10th April 1936, for consideration. A 
summary of the reports received from the Provincial Ooveruments on the action taken 
or proposed to be taken on those resolutions was placed before the Board which noted 
with satisfaction that practically every province was alive to the need of reconstruc- 
tion and that several were considering the possibility of reconstruction on the linvH 
approximating to those suggested by the Board. The Board also noted with satishao- 
tion that the Provincial Governments were generally implementing the recommenda- 
tions made in the Report of its Women’s Education Committee on the primary edu- 
cation of girls in India copies of which were forwarded to them with this Department 
letter No, F. 10-3-37— C.A.B., dated the 8th "March 3037. 

In conclusion, the Government of India desire to express their keen appreciation 
of the labours of the Boaid and of the attention which Provincial Governments give 
to the Board’s recommendations. 


Women’s Education Committee Report 

The following is the Report of^iy the Women’s Education Oommittoe appointed by 
the Central Advisory Board of Education to examine the existing airangements 
for tho education of girls at tho primary stage* 

It is essential, say the Committoo, that the proportion of girls under Snstriiotion in 
the primary stage should be iiicroasod considerably and unless girls’ education in 
the rural areas is greatly improved, all attempts to spread literacy will be in vain. 

After having studied the figures throughout India tho Committoo consider tho posi- 
sition with respect to girls' primary oducation and tho resultant literacjy OguroH to bo 
most unsatisfactory. 

The Committee accordingly recommend that until the relative positioua aro more 
even, all further schemes for expanding boys* primary education should proooed pari 
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passu with similar scb'^mos, ff*r inorcast* in tb<^ {.i»is' priina»’y Macafion should have a 
prior chum on puldio fnmls wlono piovih:(?u fro \uiih caniiot i)0 fouml. 

While for j»ni poi-es of lii per eeiit. the totul pnjmlation, or of tho 

male or female population as heni}^ tho maxiumm nnmi.or of <’hiMion hi-tweon the 
ages 0 ami U avrtihihlo for oilueation may bt* aooepte*\ tho fi-pires, say thcj Committee, 
show tjiat only 165 per eont. of tho girls whn shuuM he in school ate artually attioid- 
ing as oompar'ed with 50Ji per cent, of hovs. lie* fpones vaiy {•nonnons«ly between 
tho rlitTerent provinces. Omitting thf‘ sitmller a‘eas, Ma^lras leads with’ 28 3, the 
United Frovinoes, tho Cenlial lYovineos and ihhar and Orissa have only 6.1, 7 0 and 
6,0 respectively. 

It was generally agreed that higher qualified leaolifirs weto m'<*essary and that tlie 
primary pas'^ed teaolier oven if tiaiiu'd cealfi not h(‘ regaided as satisfactory. 

But tho numlier of qnalitiefi women wiio e,amo out in 11)35 fiom 36 coliegejs, 376 
high schools, 39iJ Anglo-vern.vinhtr middle .s<*ho(ils, vtunaeiilar middle schouls and 
33,786 primary schools for girls in tho wlioio of India wan as follows 


Griwhiatos 452 

Inlermodiafo 1,184 

Matriculation and High School 4.281 

Mhtdlo Slandai'ii exarninatiou 13,173 


Provided half tho nnrnhor of girls wlv» am erlm-aide a te at the primary standard 
am to ht< brought to school tho extra iiumiior of tendiers required throughout India 
would bo 151,188. 

Tho actual number of trained l»‘achms turned out in 1935 \yas b'troly S,500. 

A largo nnmbor of girls attend lieys' soliools, the reason le‘ing not any proferonco 
for boys* schools as such though the mefTicient teaehin^ ui many girls* schools whoio 
thn teachers wcirc unqualified women or suporannuati^d rmm teindnus was rosponBiblo 
for mucli of the altcndaneo in boys* schools, btit tin* lack of girls’ schools. 

Co-education, however, definitely means a saving on bn.ltlings ami eqiiipmont. Tho 
Committee therefore consider that co-cd neat iou at tho primal y stage should bo the ul- 
timate aim in all small rural areas but whore tho numhois aro largo separate schools 
arc desirable. They fnrtlier consider that co-education in bae,kwatd aioas can only be 
achieved by the appointment of women toacdiers iti m5.\ud schools. 

But how is it posHihle to got women toachois in villages V 

Tht're is oftmi no place wtmie they can live ami thi‘y cannot, go unprotected, Tho 

difiiculty obiiut a married couple in a villagje where thi re are two schools is that the 

man might be transferred ami the woman left, Tim employment of married couples 
can, therefore, be a solution only in inix<‘d svIh^oIb and will not help the girls’ 
school at all. 

Tho best solution, according to tho Committee, is in appointing two women 
together to school, 

Tho Committoo thoroforo consider that 

(a) it is ofisontial that only women teaeborB should bo employed in primary 
schools for girls and teaching in infant classes in boys* schools should, wherever 
possible, be entrusted to women teachers and for this purpose tho employment of 
trained married couples should be encouraged. 

(b) In mixed Bfdiools or boys’ schools whoro women teachers aro appointed at 
least two should bo posted to the same school. 

(c) Ijsrgo control primary schools with hostel accommod?ttioa for several teachers 
should be establislied in rural areas and transport facilities provided to enable girls 
to bo brought in from neighbouring villagoB, where this is practicable. 

(d) Special efforts should ho made to train village girls who will return to 
their own village to teach after training. 

Ah to the provision of teachers the Committee found that there were fundamental 
differenoes in the provision of toachers in diffeiont parts of India, though as a 
general rule the primary teacher is a product of tho vernacular school either primary 
or secondary. The problem, say the Committee, must bo viewed as a whole and 
not attempted piecemeal 

The Committee consider that with a view to raising the standard of women 
primary school teachers a minimum preliminary period of at least eight years school 
edaoation followed by a two years’ training coarse is necessary , 

' The Committee are also of opinion that there should be more central training 
schools in ruial areas with increased hostel accommodation and stipends for women 
primary teachers, 
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A|,^a'n as a corollary to the expansion of girls^ primary education the Ooramitteo 
consider that provinces would have to consider facilities for higher education of 
women including the opening of more middle and high schools where uocessary.^ 

But of course the expansion would have to be planned. The lesson of indiscri- 
minate and unplanned quantitative expansion in boys’ education should be takou to 
heart and a similar mistake avoided in regard to women’s education* 

With regard to wastage the Committee agree generally that one of the chief 
causes of stagnation and wastage at the primary stage is the large number of in- 
onmplete schools, that is of schools not up to the full primary standard. 

They consider, therefore, that all girls* schools slmuld ordinarily be full primary 
schools with a minimum of two teachers or a maximum of 40 pupils on roll per 
teacher. . . . i , i. 

The Committee are farther of opinion that to prevent wastage admission should not 
bo made more than twice a year and that no child should be admitted before com- 
pleting the fifth year. 

As for compulsion it was pointed out to the committee that experience in boys' 
schools showed that it did not necessarily make wastage any less. Poverty was a 
great obstacle to tho suooessfui working of compulsion but there were a largo 
number of children who could not como to school because tiie small amount of 
money they earned made all tho difference between starvation and bare existence 
for their family. There was a certain stratum of the population which was beyond 
compulsion and the only way of getting them into schools would be to provide not 
only free meals and free oiolhing but allowances for their families. 

There was no opposition to the need to apply compulsion to gills whore it was 
applied to boys but tho aiguraent was whether compulsion could re<iuoe wastage. It 
was argued that it was impossible to ask girls to walk any dtstanco to schools but 
tho real difficulty was found to be irregular attendance. Children did not rise to the 
upper standards because they did not get promoted and they were not promoted 
because they did not attend regularly. If tho school was made sufficiently attractive 
there would probably be no great need of compulsion. 

But until girls’ education was numerically on a level with that of boys it was 
obvious that some degree of compulsion would bo necessary. It should however be 
a system of compulsion whore tho emphasis would bo laid not only on enrolment 
but 0.1 logular attendance. . . , , ^ ^ 

The Committee agreed that in any future scheme of compulsion girls should not 
bo omitted and it was considered that getting tho girls to school was far more impor- 
tant than getting the boys to school 

Tho Ooramitteo, theroforo, recommend strongly that existing school buildings, 
partioularjy in urban areas, should bo improved, that all schools should have a 
playground and school garden attached and that in order to attract children to school 
and to ensure more regular attondanco closer contact and oo-oporation between the 
inspecting staff, teachers and parents should ho encouraged, tho instruction should be 
given in training schools as to methods of approach to parents. 

There was cordial approval also of the general proposition as to tho necessity for 
teachers being propagandists of eduoation. 

On the point of finaaoo while it was generally agreed that more money was being 
spent now on girls’ education than boforo, tho Uommittoo are of 0 [iinion that the 
proportionate oxpeudituro on gills’ education should bo iricroasod, the funds heiug 
parlially found by an adjustment of expenditure and elimination of waste. They 
further consider that primary education in girls’ schools in rural areas should bo free. 

There was much financial waste, say the Comraitteo, in the exp^mdituro on 
primary education, specially boys’ primary education. If thoro was a well-planned 
piograramo eliminating tho waste, it would bo possible to provide aticquate facilities 
lor girls as wtdl as boys. Tho amalgamation of incomplelo or small single- teach or 
schools alone would result in great saving and the money thus saved could bo used 
both for tho improvement of boys’ primary oducution and tho expansion of girls* 
education. 

Secondary education was definitely too cheap ; more mon^^y should bo paid in 
fees so as to relieve Oovommeut budgets, say tho Committee, of tho burden of 
excessive and top-hoavy expenditure on secondary and higher education, Besides, 
private bonevolenco must play a greater part in financing higher secondary education, 
thus releasing more money for the expansion of primary education. 
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Lastly, the Oommittco oonsMer that the notirn*] of iooal hriuK^ ovor tWuoa- 
tion in some provtntjos hus not oeon s-itiiru-irorv in ro'-p'‘o<- of ^ provision of funds, 
general interost and tMifimslasm, and roooni'nfuid that inothois to improve this control 
should bo invostigatod. Further, provincial (Jovornmiiiih; mi,^ht consider the uooessity 
of insisting that ail local bodies sliould spend an u lerpuito proportion of thoiV 
educational funds on the primary r-lup,ation of girls* 

The following aro extracts from the memorandum on the (nlucation of girls in 
India wliiob was circuiuteii to tho Members of the Coinmsttcu ; — 

Twenty years ago the total number <jf girls amending schools was 1.230,698, tea 
years ago it was 1,842,352, to-duy it is 2,890, 246 Tiiis is a rernarkiibh* increase and 
there are signs that this progressive advaime will continiw. But there is a largo 
leeway to make up. 

It may ho taken as axiomatic that until the girls in tho villages aro given at least 
the elements of rMluoution fhoro is lit^^^ hopu uf any ri‘al progress in rural uplift. 
In onr boys’ primary .schools wn? teach hygiiuie, cloiinltnos'i ami tho prmoiples of 
better living to children who go hack to the sqaalm* of tlndr homo lift? and promptly 
forget in the example of tludr homos all they have l(‘arnt. Unless the women are 
educated all our preaching is vain. 

The ()bsT«a(dcM to tho spread of education amonji; women in India are many but 
it will be found that if fanf‘d thi'y are liah!<‘ to vanish. The fpmsiion of purdah 
hardly alTccts tho village and may be largely discounted. Tho chicl obstacle has hcon 
tho prevalent idea that girls’ education is secondary to that of boys. 

.Another difiieulty wlncli has so far hindered all etToHs to increase education of 
girls in lural areas has tmen the practical impossibility of getting single wmmoa 
teachers to go to village s<diools. 

Emancipation of women has still far to go in India and no father would allow 
his daughter to go and live in a village without proper chap»}ronagf), and this ia 
hard to get, As a result, toachors in village girls’ schools are either superannuated 
<dd gn?y*bi‘ards, (dderly widows or married women, and few Boards can pay their 
teaolmis onmigh to .support a husband. 

Ilio 8pm*(i with winch the odtreation of girls can spread in rural areas doponda 
entirely upon tho Holution of this problem, 

One attempt at a solution has boon to encourage tho ationdcnco of girls in boys’ 
primary schools, They can and do attain literacy before attaining tho age wUon 
custom decrct^s that they should be withdrawn, 'Fo facilitate this attoudence in some 
provinces, notably the United i’rovincvH, t*ub«H have been made prohibiting the atton- 
tiorice of boys over a certain age in primary Kcheels. 

Borne criticism has been made of this method of spreading odueutton among girls on 
the score of nou-dilfereufciaUott of curriculum hut at the primary stage it is extromoly 
doubtful if any differeiitiation is neuesHary, Timro i.s indood little, if any, difforoneo 
hetwoon the brain capacity of boys and girls or tlifforence in calibre at this stage. 
^Therfl girls do suHor is in games and physical training where they are not catered 
for at alL Thus us there is no real difFerenco in mentality between boys and girls 
at this stage, it fellows that difTeroutiation of curricula is not really necessary and 
that th© mixed school would solve all our difHcultius in tho rural areas, 

‘Women make best Teacueus 

But, for tho rnlKOd soliool to suocood, it is nocesRary to bavo women teachers. 
Tho reason for this is obvious. Women teachers in a school would be a definitely 
civilising factor ; they would give parents coriddoaoe and could do a vast amount of 
educational propaganda, while they could further devote attention to the games and 
physical training of the girls. They would also bo able to give the girls the rudi- 
ments of training in domestic subjects. But there is a farther advantago perhaps 
superior to all these. They would 6e able to bring to the training of the very small 
children that intuition and sympathy which makes women tho best teachers m the 
early stages. 

The employment of women teachers in the infant classes would therefore not^ only 
attract girls to the village school but would also lesson the stagnation which is at 
proBufit so marked a feature of our primary schools, If the chudrou can bo moved 
on from class to class with a dohnito time, then literacy will increase immeasurably, 
and place where tho pace of subseq.ueat advauce is sot is the Infant Class, 



The Indian Science Congress 


Opening Day — Calcutta— Srd. January 1938 

Viceroy’s Opening Address 

Tlie Silver Jubilee session of the Indian Science Congress was held in Oaloulta 
on the Srd January 19S8 under tlie presidency of Sir James Jeans, His Excellency 
the ‘Viceroy, opening the session, said : 

Your Excellencies, Sir James Jeans, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Ladies and Gentlemen,— 

It was with the utmost pleasure that I accepted the invitation which you so kindly 
extended to me to open the Jubilee Session of the Indian Science Congress Associa- 
tion. This session is a memorable occasion in the annals of Indian Soieneo and 1 
would like in my opening remarks to extend to the Association my warm congratula- 
tions on the successful comnletion of this stage in its long and useful life. I would 
like, too, to extend my congratulations to those responsible For the organisation of this 
session. They have— and I feel 1 express the opinion of all present— boon peculiarly 
happy in their choice of Calcutta for the meeting and in thoir decision, with a view 
to marking the special character of this session, to extend invitations to representatives 
of the British Association and to scientists from other countries to join in the discus- 
sions and celebrations which are to take place. The choice of Calcutta as tho meet- 
ing place is particularly appropriate* for it was here that the first inaugural meeting 
of the Association was' held in 1914 in the rooms of tho then Asiatic Hociety of 
Bengal which, if I may quote Sir Asutosh Mnkhorjoe’s words, has been throughout 
its long career the principal source of inspiration in tho organisation and advancement 
of scientific research of every description in this country. 1 feel that it would not bo 
amiss if I wore to express here the deep debt of gratitude which this Association 
owes to the Boyal Asiatic Society of Bengal which can, I think, appropriately be des- 
cribed as its foster-parent in its early days and a very benign and helpful relative even 
to-day. Calcutta, too, is the city with which the name of that distinguished education- 
ist Sir Asutosh Mukherjee, himself the first Chairman of this Association, is associated. 

1 do not think I exaggerate when I say that tho beginnings and the continued dove- 
iopmumt. of the Association are very largely due to his energy and interCvSt and to tho 
impHtus which he imparted to tho activities of the Association in its early days. 

‘^The visit of the distinguished Kjpresentativos of the British Association and of 
scTpufists from other countries make this Jubilee session outstanding in the hi.story of 
the Association, To all our distinguished visitors, 1 extend a very cordial wolcome. 
We, in India, if I may say so, consider your visit to this country a v€*ry groat com- 
pliment, fndeod, it is more. It is a recognition as it were, of India’s scientific com- 
ing-of-ago and a happy augury for closer co-operation in the domain of .science bet- 
ween India and the outside world. I cannot allow this occasion to pass without ex- 
pressing our keen regret at tho untimely death of Lord Rutherford. He was to have 
presided over the doliberations of this joint session. His death moans not only the 
loss of a President who would have left the imprint of his great mind and personality 
on this Conference, but the loss to tho world of perhaps the greafest experimental 
physicist of modern times. We are fortunate, indeed, in having Sir James Joans to 
take his place. His contributions to avStro- physics are woild famous and his name is 
familiar to all persons acquainted with the English langmigo through his brilliant ex- 
pOvSition of our present knowledge regarding the celestial world. 

“I would fail in my duty if I did not also mention here tho keen regret which 
we feel at tho death of Sir Jagadish Bose, one of India’s greatest scientists and a 
man whose work had achieved world-wide recognition. It is especially sad that ho 
did not live to take part in those oelobrations to mark tho growth of seieutifio 
activity in India during the last 25 years, a growth in which ho played so important 
a part To him belongs the credit of being the first person to initiate scientific 
departments of Government and I do not think that I should go too far were X to 
style him the pioneer soientifio worker in physics in India. 

is tempting on an occasion such as this to dwell on tho personalities and 
the events which colour and mark the period the completion of which is being 
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celebrated. The liistory of the Indiau Science Congress Association daring the last 
twonty-five years is rich in both, Tiiiic."d, if one considers the development of 
world" history over those 25 years, it would be cnrious if the Assooianon did not 
reflect in soino degree tho raovernent of thosis eventful ytiars. But time compels me 
to refrain from any historical retrospect, I cannot, however, pass on without paying 
a tribute to the success with which the Association lias fulfillod the objijcts for 
which it was founded. Since the early seventies of tho last century, young Indians 
began to interest themselves in soieuco and to proceed abroad on what then consti- 
tuted brave ventures for ^ many of them to learn scionco. With the consequent 
increasing scientific activities in India, the want was felt of an institution which 
would organise meetings of woikers in diflorent branches of science and enable them 
to exchange ideas, to establish tlioso personal contacts which are so helpful in 
furthering scientific activity, to formulate policies for the furlhcranco of the cause 
of science and to bring its needs and services to the notice of those who are in a 

f osition to help in the attainment of its objectives. Tho aims with which tho 
ndian Science Congress Association was founded were throe-fold : firstly, to 
encourage research and to publish tho results amongst scientific workers in India; 
secondly, to give opportunities for personal intercourse and sciontific championship; 
thirdly, to promote public inloiost in science, Theso aims have be-m magnificently 
fulfilled, 

‘‘Lot me give one oxamfilo which will demonstrate tho progiuss that has been 
made. At the first meeting of tho Association there wore five sections, namely, 
Obemistry, Physics, Geology, 15otany and Ethnology. The membership was 103 and 
iU papers were notiflod for reading. At this year’s Oonforenoo, there are 13 sections 
and a momborshin of more than 1,000 and 800 papers have been notified for roadini;. 
There arc to be 22 discussions within Individual sections and 10 joint discussions 
on programmes which concern more than one section. You will agree, I am auro, 
that this is a dovoloprnent the signifleaiKie of which calls for no empliasis. No one 
will deny, I think, that the Association with its annual mc'ctings at various centres 
throughout India, has done work of the utmost value in tho impetus which it has 
given to sciontific research throughout tho country in tho assistance which it has 
lent by stimulating close and constant collaboration between scientific workers in 
tho rationalising, if I may use a convenient word, of scientific work in India and the 
elimination of tho risks of mutual ignorance and noedh‘SS duplication of eitort. The 
Association too, has rendered most useful service in bringing Indian scientists be- 
fore the world outside by creating conditions for systometio pn^sentation of their 
work. For this India owes tho Association no inconsiderable debt of gratitude, 

Indun Scientists’ Good Wouk 

^‘India to-day can claim not a few scientists, the originality of whoso contributions 
in different branches of science have won for tlbim inter mat ional recognition ami 
I feel myself that tho presence of sofmany eminent aciontists from abroud at these 
celebrations sets the seal of internal recognition upon the position to which vHcieuce 
in India has now attained. We are ontitlod, I think, to feel that the future of 
seienoe in India is full of ennouragomant. India has demonstrated beyond question 
that sho possesses men of capacity with tho will to labour and if in this country we 
have workers prepared and equipped to take their place amongst those who to-day in 
every continent are engaged, whether in pure or in applied sciemm, in advancing tho 
frontiers of human knowledge, It is very evident that India affords limiiloss opportu- 
nities for the harnessing ot that knowledge for the betterment of mankind. By uni- 
versal accord, the first and foremost object of our endeavour in the material field 
must be to hotter tho lot of the agricultural population and to raise the standard of 
living of the cultivators. Success m that endeavour is the criterion by which all our 
efforts must ultimately be iadgod, Mr. President, I have scanned the formidable roll 
of subjects falling within the several sections into which your Conferenoe has been 
divided. I find very few of Ihoso subjects which by their nature we need regard 
as being Incapable of makiug a due oontribution towards tho achievement of that 
high purpose and I can imagine no more fascinating challenge to young scientists in 
this country than the employment of their brains and the application of the latest 
scientific knowledge to the attempt to solve the manifold problems of material 
advancement that confront us on every Side. 

“But encouraging though tho prospect may be in theory, India Is faced with the 
same practical diffioultios that other countries experience, of making provision for 
]ces6aroh and scientific activities. As regards the division of labour on scientific 
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sulijpfits lii'twoon vari'ius antlioiit-u's, tlio position in Imlia is, broadly spoaking, that 
tlio lInivorsitii‘« devote themseivt's— find iu'lete], it is fit-tiiipf tliiit tins shouM [>o so — 
to pnro scioacG while research in applieji science is canned out in iiistitutiinis 
or^^anisod for a specific purpose ; the Indian Forest Research Institute at Dol^a Diui, 
the Imperial Aiifricultural Research Institute at Delhi, tho Oentral Medical Resoaroh 
Instifiite at Kasauli, the All-India Institute of Hygiene and Public llealth at Oaloiitta, 
to name only a few of tho more prominent. But the financial burden of this 
rt*st\arcli falls, eithi'r immediately or m the long run, on Govornraont^ Rt'sea^ch 
institutes aro almost exclusively maintained either by the Contjal or Provincial Gor- 
ernmonts, Tho work of the Universities is substantially subsidised by tlio Qovern- 
mtints of the Provuicos in which they aie situated. 

is, to my mind, an unsatisfactory state of affairs that tho Governmoat with 
manifold calls on its financial resources should have to bear tho main burden also 
in this rcspeid. The scope for scientific research, whether^ pure or applied, is 
practically unlimited and no small obligation exists, in my judgmont, on private 
mumficonce to supplement what Govorninents arc now doing in the work vvhich 
GoViuniment had for so long and so anxiously supported and to which it continues 
to-day, directly or indlrt*ctiy, to contribute on no mean scale. When I make that 
comment, you will not for a moment think that I in any way undor-estunate the 
invaluable assistance which has been given by the past and present benefactors to 
specific lm(‘s of research and, indeed, to the Jubilee Session which we are opening 
to-day. My appeal is a wider one. The opportunities of scornie are gieat ; tho 
field remaining to bo exfilored and the work remaining to bo done immeust*. 1 am 
confident that in asking for a still farther developraent of the material and substan- 
tial assistance which over many years has been freely afforded by generous donors, 

I can rely on a resfionso compatible in somo degree with the needs to be mot and 
I would say, with the oppoi tuuifies which offei*. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, tho occasion of this Oonferonco, the preson-o here to-day 
of this distinguished gathering are not merely a recognition of Indian science and 
scientists. Th(‘y are more. Tln-y constitute, I ana satislled, a mauifcHtation of the 
interest taken by tho iutcll(‘ctual world of the west in the trend of developments in 
India, InUu'ost from such a source is of inestimable value to India at the pr(‘Sout 
time, It will, j feel, continue to bo of value in tho future. It is not for mo to 
romiud you that India is in a transitional stage, that she is on the throshold of a 
new era. We may anticijiate that tho recent political reforms will inevitably find 
their reflection in an incieased determination among Indians that India should 
continue in an increasing degree to make her own individual contribution to world 
history and world con(‘eptH, What will be the nature of that contribution and what 
its scale, it is difficult to for(‘S‘*e clearly at this period. 

“The history of Indian civilisation goes further back than the history of West^'ra 
countries. The groat name of India has throughout that long history at all tim(‘s 
been associated with religion, with mysticism, with philosophy and with the arts. 
Throughout tho centuries, her economy has been, as, indeed, il still is and it is 
likely to continue, to bo fundamentally agricultural with tho simple, patient methodi- 
cu! and thrifty life for the people which that implies. With the maich of years, 
there has come the inovitable impact of the West and India to-day is engaged on 
tho welding on to her old structures of the newer political and economic forms of 
the West on the finding in her mtellectuul life of a place for tlie disoovunos of 
science with all their ohailengo to accepted modes of thought and praoHca This is a 
time, therefore, when interest, understanding and S 3 [mp.ithy anj^ vita! from those 
especially who are loaders in science and in those kindred activities which have 
been so dominant a characteristic of Western development ia recent years. 

“It may bo argued that scientists, of^ all people, arc those ^ who can h'dp least 
in tiiis respect since scientists speak a universal language and sciencis is scieuco tho 
world over, but-— and I speak with dilTidoace as a layman — when talking of country's 
and their civilisations, it is difilenit to dissociate a scientist from the background 
against which he works and from the effect of bis work on the duvi‘li>{>meut of his 
times. The scientist has his place not only in the world of science, but iij society 
as a whole* The backgrounds against which scioutisls in India and the West 
puisuo their activities aro vastly different and the possible {diycls on society fiom 
the impact of their disooverios on everyday life must iweyitably vary, but that 
differ once in no way diminishes the value to us in India of the informed mtervst, 
of the advice and of the wide and varied experience of those who have seen the 
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possibilities and the limitations of soientifio activity in othor sphoios. Tour know- 
fedge, your oxperiouco, your vciy aioofiioss from the ludian ba-jlcground will imjiart 
a special valuo to any analysis I)I the problems ,* which conftoat us here and to any 
suggestions which in" t lie light of your deli borat ions you may feel able lo advance as 
to the directions in wh ch invostigatiori and exammation can most fruii fully bo pur- 
sued. Ncr need 1 emphasise hiAv groat u source of encouragomont it must i/o to thohc 
who have so unsparingly dovolod themselves in this oi/iaitiy to the piobUuns winch 
will come beforo jrou in your discussions ami to ttinso broad general is-mes which arc 
in the scion tiflc tjLdd of sucdi eonotni to all of us to feel that m the West thoio is a 
growing body of enlighteni'd opinion acquainted with Indian science and uiidei standing 
in some mkmurQ the cdToifs of India to solve her own problems in her u'An way. 

‘‘But the value of the visit will not, I am oimfidmit, be felt ou one side only. Kvou 
the most onthusiastic believer in Western civili.-^arion must feel to-day a oe»faiu des- 
pondency at the apparent failure of the West to dominate its scientific ihscoverios and 
to evolve a form of seeicty in whicli material pi ogress and spiritual freedom march 
comfortably tegothor. Pmliaps the West wall find lu India’s inoro goiiorni mnphasis 
on simplicity and the ultimate spirituality of things a more positive example of the 
truths which tlni most udvnneed minds of the West are now discovm ing. Is it too 
muoli to liopc that you, gentlemen, will be a fharintd through wlimlt India will make 
in an increasing degree that contribution to Western and to woild thought which 
those of UR who know and love India are confident that she can make iu so fail a 
dc^^reo V” 


Mr. Mookerjee’s Welcome Address 

Mr. Sijama frnsad Mouhriao^ Chairman of the Reception Ooramittoe, welcoming 
the delegates and visitors, said i 

“Your Excollerioies, Ladios and Oentlemen, 

“It is my proud pidvil(‘go to offer a warm wolnorao to the delegates and other 
mtjmbers who huvo assembied hoic as represent utivf‘s of ditrenmt Universities and 
various academic bodies from all over the world, Wc of this University and of this 
city of Calcutta which witnessed the inauguration of the Indian Bcienco Cimigrcss, 
whoso jubilee is being cehdimted this year, feel honoured by their prcseuec. Wo arc 
particularly gratifbid that this should bo a joint-meeting of the Indian Sfuenec Con- 
gress and the British Association for the Advancement of Boienoc which has done 
so much for the promotion of scientific knowledge not only in tjlri‘at Britain but 
In the Bntlsli Commonwealth of Nntion.s as well. This joint m<*otiiig. which has 
brouglit together distinguished men of scieuco from various piuts of the world, 
bears testimony lo tho spirit of fellowship which binds together the scientific 
workers of the world. It lieartons us in Ihoso di'prossing times to think ilnii at. least 
in tho realm of Huienco and scholarship there is a unity of outlook and activity 
which has imnieuse possibilities for moulding the future destiny of the human race. 

“Two great figures wo miss in thi.s gathoring to-d.iy, The death of Lord Rutherford 
and of Sir Jagadis Chandra Bose has otmtod a void which canoot be imsily filled, and 
wo consider it our duty to assooiato ourselves with tho rest of tho world in the ux- 
prmion of deep and widospruad sorrow with wjibdi tlio nows have boon uinversaliy 
received. May their oaroers and achiovoments scivo as an inspiration to all seekers oi 
knowledge and truth for gonorations to como. 

“Tho fact that soionca and teishnology have been usod and aro likely to bo used in 
Mnio for destructive purposes has raised doubts in many minds about the utility of 
science itself. Indeed the harm that has been, can bo and is bdng daily infliotod 
throughout tite world by engines of destruction, scientifically devised, is incalculable. 
Boienoe is being used for purposes that no ono who believes in humanity can contem- 
plate with unconcern. There have been people, honest and wall-intent ionod, who 

nave been stampeded by this fact into a denial of soienco itself, A halt has been 

carried in many quarters to the march of science and technique. Yet it must be 

clear on a little consideration that the blame must attach cot to science but to those 

men and nations who call themselves civilised, and are shamelessly putting sofenoe to 
an inhuman use, Soieuce, like fire is capable alike of good and of evil and like fire it 
needs to be used with discretion and care. The good that soienco has done is obvi- 
ous and Immense. If used exclusively for the good of mankind, it is capable of 

B ating peace and happiness in this world and of oonferring benefits beyond 
nation. 
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“Whai: is wrong with tho world is oot the spnit of science but the moral and 
social failure of peoples who handle solonce. Science, in a comprehensive sense, 
provides us with tho material appliances of life. It is tho spirir of man who 
uses them that requires to be educated. The view of scienco should bo supple- 
rmudod by tho vision of beauty and truth. It is of no little significance that this 
Congress is presided over by one who has proclaimed to us that the world of 
science reveals the nii>id of the Supreme One and it is men of his type who 
should bo able to contribute towariis the establishment of peace on earth and goodwill 
tow’jird men. 

‘‘In spite of politicab national and racial prejudices devotees of knowledge can and 
should collalnnde and become the harbingers of the new era that is to be. Freedom 
and U!ifottor*-d dovotion to truth must be the supremo condition of their activities, 
llnie in tins gathering arc assembled men and womoa from distant parts of tho world, 
wdio while <liir.uung from one another in many respects visibly demonstrate a frater- 
nity that is truly human. When tho clouds of distrust and oppression that hang over 
iho' worlvl will lift, things will come out in clear perspective and matters that seem 
important at tho momout will appear iiiconsoqut-ntial. Humanity will then proceed in 
a spiiit of common brotherhood to higher and still higher reaches of knowledge and 
happinoss. Lot India and lit*r scholars plav their part in this noble re-making of 
man’s dcstinv. Rich with traditions and thoughts and endowed with strength and 
vitality, Indiii claims the right of being treated as a companion with equal rights in 
the worlil’s march towards a higher and nobler civilisation. Let this international 
mooting mark a definite stage in this collaboration on a worldwide scale, based on 
Justice and fair-play, leading towards tho ultimate triumph of truth and of righteous- 
ness, of freedom add of [leace. 

“I have now the honour of inviting Your E:scollency to open this session of the 
Congress and extend to it your sympathy and powerful suppoit.” 

Sir Janies Jeanes’ Address 

Presiding over the session, Sir James Jeanes^ D.S.o., 8c.D., LLD. F.R.S., said: 

Until a Very few weeks ago, we had hoped to assemble hero^ under the presl- 
duiKjy of one of the greatest scientists of nil time, and it is ^ inevitable that his 
sudden and trogic death should bo uppermost, not only in the thoughts of 
those of us who come from Europo, most of whom knew Iiim porsoaally, but in 
the thoughts of overyone here, For his woiks had made him known to us all. Ho 
liMH boon out off in tho fulness of his powers -leaving as bis momiraent a rich and 
full life’s work, such as few men have equalled, but also leaving a feeling that he 
might have accomplished more, and possibly even greater, things had ho boon loft 
with us a few yuais longer. 

Those of us who wore honoured by his fritmdship know that his greatness as a 
sciontisi was niaichod by his greatness as a man, AVe remembor, and always shall 
remernhor, with affection his big, energetic, exuber.iut personality, the simplicity, 
sincerity and transparent honesty of his character, and poihaps most of all, his 
genius for friendship. Honours of ovory concoivablo kind had boon showered uf>on 
him, so that he could not but know of the in \vhi<!h he was held by the 

whole world, aud yot was always simple, unassuming and ready to listen fiationtly 
to oven the youngest and most ’inexperitmeed of his pupils or ftdlow-werkyrs, if only 
he were honestly seeking for soiontifio truth. 

This is neither the place nor the occasion to attempt any detailed description 
of his scientific achiiwemeats, A great physicist, Niels Rohr— whom we arc sorry 
not to ha VO with us liore— speaking of Rutherford’s work to a Oongress of physicists 
which leco tly met in Rologaa, said: ‘His a«)hievements are so great that, at a 
gathering of physicists like tho one here assemblod, they provide tho background of 
almost every word that is spoken’. As it was in Bologna, so it will be in Calcutta ; 
the proceedings in our physics section will be utterly diilorent from what they 
would have been had Rtaherford not lived and workofl. An<l it is sad to think that 
they will bo iittmly differont from whai they would have hcon had ho lived ovou a 
few months longer, for thou wo should have had his ardent aud inspiring personality 
and vast fund of knowledge aud experience to direct, and enliven our diibatcH* 
Happily he will not bo altogether absent from our mooting. He had beou looking 
forward with tho greatest interest and eagerness to this occasion, and had already 
written a Presidential address for it, which it will bo my duty to read to you vory 
shortly. 



436 EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS IN INDIA [ caloutta- 

In this he tells us, in his own words, of his latest work of all—that in nufdtiar 
physics, and especially in what he described as ‘the new alchemy', the transnintaiion 
of the elements. This alone would have ensured him a place in the foremost rank 
of physicists, and yet it formed only a small part of the total achievement of his life. 

When I first knew him, almost exactly forty years ago, he was ox}>eiimenting 
in wireless telegiaphy, using a detector of his own invention, and transmitting 
signals to what was, for those times, the recoid distance of about a milo and a half. 

That was in the period which he used hims^df to describe as ‘the heroic ago nf 
physics’. Within the space of a very few vears, Ronigen rays worn cliscovoici 
and provided a new lino of attack on the problems of electric conduolion in gasi's ; 
the electron was isolated and seemed to point the way to^ an nndci standing of 
the age-long puzzle of the structure of matter ; radio-activity was disaoveicd, 
with its apparent violation of well-established physical laws, and opened ui) a 
new road which led no one knew where— but obviously into very difivnmt; 
territory from that which nineteenth century physics had so industriously and 
thoroughly explored. 

Rutherford directed his colossal energy and tireless enthusiasm on to all 
these vast new problemvS in turn. By a few investigations of mastoily simplicity 
he reduced the puzzling phenomena of radio-nctivity to lavr and ^ ordtu-, 
and, in collaboration with Soddy, discovered tho physifcd interpretation of 
this law and order. Radio-activity, they fiuind, indicated ^ tho transmutatimi of 
one clement into others through processes of spontaneous atomic explosion, 

Rutherford then treated the alpha-imrticles which weio omitted at tli<!;.o 

radio-active explosions as projectiles. He homhardeil atmos with them and in 
so doing discovered the composition of the atinos. Finally ho showed how simi- 
lar bombardments could change the constitution of the atomic uucloi, and so literally 
transmute the elemouts ; tho dream of tho alchemists was realized. 

These were perhaps the outstanding landmarks in his curoor, hut in truth 

most of his investigations were key investigations, eacli luilliant in its simplunly 
of conceptions, masterly in its execution and far-roiudiiuf; in its consequenci^s. 
His output of woik was enormous and can only be explained by his capncity 
for delegating all the less important 'details of an iavostigafion (‘clla- 

borator, whom he usually iuspired with his own entlmsinsm. In his iUir 

for the right line of approach to a problem, as well as in the sunplo dirootncss 
of his methods of attack, he often reminds us of Faraday, but ho had twn 
great advantages which Faraday did not pf»sseHs— first, oxaherant hodily luMhli 
and energy, and second, tho opportunity and capacity to diroed a band of enthusiastic 
co-woi'kcrs. Great though Fai'aday’s output of woik w’as, it soerns lo rno that to 
match Rutheiford’s work in quantity as well as iu quality, wo must go hack to 
Newton, 

Voltaire once said that Newton was more fortiuiate than any other scientist 
could ever be, since it could full to only one man to discover tho law^‘5 wdiich 
goyeined the universe. Had ho lived in ' a later age, ho might have said some- 
thing similar of Rutherford and the realm of the infiaituly small ; f<n* Rutherford 
was the Newton nf atomic uliysics. In some respects fio was more forlumito 

than Newton ; there was nothing iu Rutherford’s life to compare with the 

years which Newton spent in a vain search for the phiIo';opluu‘’s stone, or 
with ISfewton’s output of misleading optical theories, or witli his hitter quarrels 

with his contempoi’aries. Rutherford was ever the happy warrior— happy in 

his work, happy iu its mitcomo, and happy in its human coutaots. 

Through the tragic ciroumstanco of his death, I would stand before you as your 
President. T cannot tell you how gioaily honoured I fuel by your ahoico, but 
neither can I tcdl you how s'rongly t fool my utter inadequacy to act as substitute 
for the really great man we had ail hoped to have with us. 

Yet I must not forgot that f am liore in a second capacity also— as spokesman 
of the Delegation from the British Assooiatiou. It so happoued that I vva$ Pre- 
sident of the Association in 1934, when wo rcci^ived your invilatiott to join you 
in Calcutta, and I vividly romemher how anxious your representatives were 
to do everything possible to mako onr visit cot only scientifically further, but also 
pleasurable to ourselves. 

I am sure I speak for the whole of the European deputation in thanking you 
onoe agaic for your lavish and carefuily-platmocl hospitality. 
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To F;fime of ns, huf only a ffny, India is a well-lmown territory ; oth'^rs, I think the 
majorityj (' 0010 ^ here for the fiist timn. But we all feel a spVoial Interest in heio^? 
h-‘fe for the 35th anniveisaiy ^ of yoar Iiidiaa Assnciation. The quarter century of 
your existence has h^on a |>e»io(3 of sturtendous devolopments in almost all branches 
of sfien(‘e and certainly not least in those which have fo'med my own field of work. 
Twoiity-five years the astronomers were still debating as to whether the great 
firm*?)! nebu^a^ wore inside the galactic system or outside ; estimates of the distances 
of Hk’so nehulie differed by factors of at least lOO, and the vast universe of extra- 
galjiotic astronomy was still closed territory The genius of Einstein had already 
given us the n^stricted theory of r elativitv, the simple physical theory which grew out 
of the Micbolson-Moiley experiment — but the more complect gravitational theory 
was still unhorn, and we wer'Q still ])er{jlexed by the puzzles as to whether the 
universe was finite or infinite, and whether space and time were real or unreal, in 
physics. Planck had given ns the rudimentary qnauhira^theory which was required 
hy the phf-nomtma of hlack-body radiation, hut its application to atomic physics was 
yot ^ to come, Rutherford’s epoch-making investigation on the scattering of alpha- 
ftartirdes by atoms had just, but only just, shewn us the atom as we see it to-day — 
the heavy nnrdons with tho cloud of light electrons surroiindiug it. Bohr immediately 
seized upon this concept and developed it further ; ho sheweil how tho old quantum- 
theory could bo applied to the movements of this cloud of electrons, and made it 
yield an interpretation of atomic spectra. On this basis, were built first the quantum- 
theory and then the far vaster structures of the new quantum-theory and ine wave- 
mechanics. Finally thi^ new science^ of nuclear physios came into bring, largely as 
a personal creation of Rutheifoid ; his very last utterance on this subject was written 
esptvdally fur yon, and in a few minutes T shad be reading it to you. 

Nor has India stood idly by as a mere spectator of this most thrilling period in 
the history of science. These twenty-five year's have not onlv seen vour association 
increase from innnitosimal beginnings to its present international importam»o ; they 
have also si'en the phenomenal growth of India as a scientific nation. In 1911 there 
wore no Indian-lorn fellows of the Royal Bocioty ; today there are four. In 1911 
the lioyal Society jmblished no papers by Indians ; in 1936 wo published ton. Yet 
statistics are dry things, and even those whichi show an infinity-fold increase convoy 
a less vivid picture than a few concrete examples, such as each of us can fmd in 
ahundanco in fiis own subject. The raathematreians and physicists will probably 
find tlieir thoughts turning, as^ mine do, to the strangely intuitive genm.s of Rama- 
nujam and to tho remarkable discoveries he had made in pure mal hematics before 
doHth luiMt.-hiMl him pi;ematimdy away ; to the work of Sir Venkata Raman in 
physios, and ospooially his discovery of the effect which is known hy his name all 
(ho wot 11 over; to many investigations in sound and the theory of music made by 
Raman and a host of others ; to tho work of Baba in astrophysics, which gave u’s 
our first clear umloi’standing of the moaning of stellar spectra, 'and so unlocked the 
roud to vast now fluids of astronomical knowledge : and to the work of many Indians, 
nmMug whom I would specially mention Chandrasekhar and ICothari, on conditions 
;n tlio interiors of the stars. And I am sure that not only the mathematicians and 
piiysicists, hut woikors in all other fields as well, will bf 3 thinking with admiration 
of the ri'maikahle ingonnity and experimental skill shown by that great Indian 
scientist, the late Hir Jagndis Chuudor Bose. 

If such nami^s and achievomouts as these come into the mind of a worker in 
mic only of the many vast fidds of science, wo can form som»^ slight idea 
of tho richness of India’s oontributiorj to science as a whole. Thinking on this 
groat contiihution, wo of tho British Association, coirgratulato you of the 
Hislor Association most wholeheartedly, not only on tho completion of your 
twenty-five years of existence, but ovea more on tho wealth of harvest yon liave 
gathered ui that twonty-fivo years. 

Late Lord RutlierfordV Address 

Sir Jamas Jctmas next read the address prepared by the late Lord Ruthoi ford of 
Nelhon 0. M., F, R. B,, D. So., LL. D., Ph. D. whoso doaiii after being elected to 
preside over the s»*ssit)n, had cast a gloom upon the world of soiouco. The following 
are extracts from the address 

‘‘Buriug tho past fifty ycar.s, the British Association for the Advancement of 
BcuHtcc has heon invited on many ocmisions to hold its meetings overseas. Fruir 
times It has journeyed to Canada (Montreal) 18^4^ Toronto 1897, Winnipeg, 1909, 
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Toronto (1924), twice to Sontli Afiica (1905 & 1929), onoo to ^ Australia (1914), This 
policy of the Association of arranging occasional^ meetings in our Dominions has 
proved an unqualified sucecfivS. 'ihese ovuiscas visits have had a marked iufluunce 
on the progress of science tlnoughont our Oommrmwealth aud by personal contacts 
have helped much to promote mutual umiui standing aud co-operation between our 
peoples. 

‘‘The visit of a representativo group of scientific men to our most distant 
Dominions in 1914, in itself an outstanding event in the history of the Association, 
was rendered even more notable by the diaraatic circumstances under which the 
meetings were held, for the arrival of the party in Australia coincided with tho nows 
of the outbreak of the Great War. No one who like myself took part in the 
meetings in Australia and new Zealand in those troubled but stining times cun over 
forgot the waimth of our recf'ptiou. Wo were privileged to witness that wonderful 
response of the p^^opies of these lands to the cull of danger— a response which we 

know grew ever greater with the need, 

‘‘It has long boeu tbe wish of tho British Association to hold a meeting in India, 
hut difficulties of time and climate have stood in the way of its realisation. It has 
been found most convenient for overseas visits to take place in the snmmei 
months but such a tunc is quite unsuitable for laiia. This difficulty would be in 
part surmounted if a representative party of the scientific raon could obtain leave 
of absence from their duties to visit India daring the cold weather, 

Tho celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the founding of the Indian Boienoe 

Congress Association offered a suitable occasion for such a visit aud arrangements 

have been made by tho two Associations to hold a joint meeting in India. I gladly 
accepted the invitation of tho two bodies to preside over this combined meeting. 
1 feel it not only a great honour but a great privilege and responsibility to he asked 
to fill this post on such an historic occasion. This visit of the British Association 
to your shores is a symbol of our desire to extend tho hand of greeting aud 
fellowship to our sister society and also individually to our co- workers in 

science in India, 

“While science has no politic^, T am sure it is of good omen that our visit 
happens to full at a time when India is entering upon a new and important era 
of responsible co-operative government in the success of which both our countries 
are deeply concerned. 

“On behalf of the British Association, I extend to tho Indian Association our 
warmest congratulations on this the twenty-fifth anniversary of its foundation and our 
sincere wishes for its contiiuiod success. We recogniiso that your Association, both in 
its constitution and its aims so closely rcsombling the British' Association, has provi'd 
of groat service to the progress of science throughout India. I'oundod at a time whtMi 
the Universities were becoming centres of original research, it affoided to a widely 
Kr‘attcred scientific community a much needed common meeting ground for tho discus- 
sion of scientific problems. It helped also to bring to the attention of the iuterosted 
public tho importance of science and of the scientific method in national development, 
j think it can be safely statuil that tho success of the meatings of tho Indian Asso- 
ciation in no small influenced the later foundation of specialist societies in 

India, for example, the Chornical Bocicty aud riiysics Society 

“On such an (iccasion as this, we must not forget to do honour to those who wore 
largely instrumeutal in founding your AHSOcicition aud in guiding its infant steps. I 
would refer in particular to Professor J. L. Simonsen, fh'ofessor P. S. MacMnhon and 
your senior Past- President, Bir Bydney Buvrard. The Association owed much in its 
early days to tho friendly support and encouragemout so freedy given by that premier 
Indian Society, tho Boyal Asiatic Boolety of Bengal of which I am proud to be an 
honorary Fellow. 

‘Tn earlier days in India, research was largely confined to the groat official soientific 
services, initiated and maintained on a generous scale by the India Government, for 
example, the Survey of India, the Ocologtcal Survey, tho Botanical Survey, tho 
Departments of Agriculture and Meteuroiogy and many others. Pioneer work of out- 
standing soientific importance has been done by all these services. In the short time 
at my disposal I can only make a passing reference to a few items of work aooom- 
plished, and oan mention only a few of the array of distinguished names which have 
been conneoted with these great scientific services. 

The Trigonometrical Survey of India has a long and distinguished history. The 
splendid series of geodetic measurements along an arc from Cape Comorin to the 
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Himalayas, made by Everest-, was of oatstaaiin^? iraportaaoe and his name is for 
ever associaroi with the highest peak in the worM. As a result of this survey, 
the defections of plump line, due to the gravitational attraction of the Uimalayau 
range, were determined at diilerent points. A careful comparison of the resuls 
of observation with calculation, largely due to tho work of Archdeacon Pratt 
of Calcutta, and inter of Sir Sydney Burrard, disclosed marked discropaacios, 
tho olfoct of the raountain mass at a distance biing much less than was expected. 
Attempts to explain these and other aaomalios ultimately led to the formulation 
of a now and im[Jortaufc theory of mountain formation known as the principle of 
isostasy. On this hypitthesis, the excess pressure due to a mouatain mass is 
cornponsated for by a deficiency of matter below its base. This conclusion, 
which is in accord with extensive gravitational as well as geodetic tneasuro- 
ments m India, is believed to be of general application to mountain formation 
throughout the world. 

“I may recall that a former distinguished Supeiintendont of the Survfjy, 
8ir Gerald Lenox Conyngham, is now Head of the Department of Geodesy in 
Clam bridge, 

‘‘The Gt'ological Survey, one of tho oldest scientific services in India, has 
a fine record of work accomplished and its survey of tho mineral resources of India 
has proved of great value to Indian industry. Among many distinguished names, I 
may specially mention that of Sir Thomas Holland, a former Director, who has done 
such good work for your country in peace and war. I believe that it was largely due 
to his onergy and soioritific insight that tho groat Tata iron and Steel Works were 
begun. 

“The Department of Meteorology has done much pioneering research and was one 
of tho first to realize the importance of studying the conditions of the upper air by 
means of small balloons— a subject of evor-inoroasing importance with the advent of 
the aeroplane. 1 have always felt a friendly interest in this Department as many of 
its members are known to mu peisonally. Amongst them is Bir Gilbert Walker, a 
former Director and once President of this Association, who did much to improve the 
Muleorologioal Bervioe m India and himself made important oiiginal contributions to 
our knowloiigo of the Soutl^West Monsoon. I may recall that the present distinguish- 
ed hoad of the Meteorological Office of Great Britain, 8ir George Simpson, was for 
many yiMirs a member of this Indian Department, 

“The study of tho botanical riches of India owes much to tho work of Roxburgli, 
Walliidj and Prain, and also that explorer and naturalist, Hooker, whoso work on tho 
flora of British India is known to you all, 

“fa Foreslry, India has at Dehra Dun prohaUlv tho finest res«‘aich laboratory of Its 
kind in the world. Wo in England owe a debt of gratitude to India in providing us 
with our dustinguisliod Professor of Foresty at Oxford, Piofessor R. S. Troup, and the 
first two directors of our Forest Products Laboratory, namely Sir Ralph Pearson and 
Mr. W. A. Robertson. 

“While in this brief survey I can mention only a few departments out of many, 
yet 1 must net omit to refer to the great advances in knowlotlge duo to tho Indian 
Medical Service, so well represented by tho pioneer work of Ross on malaria and 
by Leonard Uogors on Cholera and leprosy, researches which gave new hope to the 
peoples of India. 

“In tho early days of tho Indian Universities, attention was mainly directed to 
teaching and examining the largo number of students who presented themselves, and 
comparatively littlo attention was paid to research. There were always a few, how- 
ever, who recognised that tho universities had a wider part to play in Indian odaoa- 
tion, and should become centres of research as well as of teaching. Amongst those 
pioneers who distinguished themselves by original investigations and by tho stimulation 
of others, I should particularly mention Sir Alexander Podlor, Sir Alfred Bourno, Sir 
Jagftdis Soso and Sir Prafuila Eay, and It is of interest to recall that the last three 
have all been prosidonts of your Association* 

“As a result of tho Curzon i Commission on Education in 1004, many of the 
universities iutroduood honours courses, and by now afipointments and improvmonts 
in laboratories stimulated research soienco. Excellent well-equipped schools of resoarcli 
have arisen in many Indian universities, where good opportunities aro available for tho 
training of potential investigators in the methods of research. The Indian student has 
shown his ospscity as an original investigator In many fields of soienco, and, in cu«se» 
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quenco, Itulia is now taking an liouourahlo pait am] an evor-inoreasing siiare iu tlio 
advanno of knowledge in puru Hoionoe 

“'Amongst many workers oi distinction, I may specially mentinu Sir Venkata 
Kaman, Professor M. N. Salia and Piofessor B. Sahui, each of whom has mado out- 
standing contributions. That premier scientifio society of Gre.d P)ritfun, the Royal 
Society, has recognised the vulue of their woik by election to its ]b\dlowbiiip. 

‘‘AYe in Groat Biitain watch with pride this growth of the scientific spirit in India 
and are pleased to help m any way we can. As an example of our interest, 
1 may recall that Trinity Oollege, Cambridge— my own college— assisted that mathe- 
matical genius Eamanujan to prosecute his studies in Cambridge. He was soon 
elected a Fellow of that College and a Fellow of the Royal fSociety. But for his 
premature death, it may be said oi him, as Newton said of Cotes, that we had 
known something. 

“The researches in astrophysics of S. Chandrasekhar in Cambriilgo soon 

recognised by the award lo him of an Isaac Newton Studentship and later by his 
election to a Fellowship in Tuniiy College. 

“As a member of the Royal Commission for the Exhibition of 1851, I would 
like to infer to some events this year of special interest to India. This Commission 
awards eaidi year a number ol Cverscas Scholarships to our llomiiiimis, as well as 
Honior Besearch ytudentships open to eimpetition in England by all memtjets of our 
Commonwealth. The oppoitunitjc offouMi by these seliolarships to ()roniising investi- 
gators fiom overseas to contiuiio then* wotk in KuL'Iand or abiojot has pioved of 
great value to tho progress of science, i am pioud to remember that I myself was 
awarded an 3851 Scholarship on the recommendation of tho University' of New 
Zealand. 

*Tt has for sometime been the wish of tho 1851 Commission to be able to (tfFer 
ouo or more of its Overseas Scholarships for award to studiuits in India. Owing 
to diOjoulties of finance, it was only this year that this fiiojoct was i(‘alizrd. A 
preliminary coromittoe of selection was sot up in India and the Uommissioiieis witli 
whom lay tho final choice have appointed Mr. N. R. Nagtmdra N.tth of the Indian 
Institute of Hoienco, Bangaloro, as tho first 1851 Exhibition Scholar from India. He 
will procmid to Cambridge to carry out investigations in Theorrdieal I’hysics. For 
the liist time also, an Indian student in Oamfiridge, Dr. H. J. Bhabha, has ()ei3n 
awarded in open competition one of our valuable Rtmior 185L Siudi^nships m recog- 
nition of tho importance of his rt»search(^s in Theoretic d Bhyhios. Die Conimissmu 
would like to be in a position to allot a second Beicnoc Hoholacdnp to India but 
funds arc insufilcient. The machinery, however, is tlnuc, and I know that the 
Commissioners would he only too happy to administer a second uwuul if anyone in 
Imba, who is interested in her seientilic progress, were geaer()us enough to ’ provide 
the uecesHury endowment. 

“While, ns we have soun, the universities of India have in iater years made 
substantial progress both iu teae.hnig and resoaroh in science, yot it must be home 
in mind that still greater respeasiliuities are likely ly to fail on thorn iu the near 
future. This is in a sciioe a scientifio age, where there is an eviu'-increasing 
recognition throughout the w'orld of th<3 iraportanoo of- scionce to national develop- 
ment. A number of great nations are now expending large sums in tuiunciug 
soiontilirj and indastnal research with a view to using thou* natural rosourcos to the 
best advautHg(*8. Much attention is also paid to tho improvorneut of industrial 
processes and also to ooudiioting researches in pure scionco which it is hoped may 
ulfimatoly lead to tho rise of now industries. 

“It is natural to look to universities and teohtiioal institutions for tho selec- 
tion and training of tho scientific mon roquirod for the development In India, as in 
many other countries, there is likely to be a greater demand in the future for well- 
trained scientific men. With tho growth of rosponsible governtnout in India, it is to 
be enticipated that ike staff rcqtxired for the soiowtific services in India and for 
industrial research will more and more be drawn from students trained in the 
Indian univmsities. It is thus imperative that tho univorsities should be in a position 
not only to give a sound theoretical and practical instruction iu the various brunches 
of science but, what is more difficult, to select from the main body of scientific 
students those who arc to ho trained in the methods of research. It is from this 
relatively small group that we may expect to obtain the future loaders of research 
both for the universities and for general research organizations. This is a case 
where quality is more important that quantity, lor experience has shown that the 
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progress of science depends in no small degree on tlio emergence of men of out- 
standing originality of mind who are endowed with a natural capacity for soiontitio 
investigation and for stimulating and directing the woik of others along fruitful lines. 
Leaders of this type are rare but are essential for the success of any research orga- 
nization. With inefficient leadership, it is as fatally easy to waste money in applied 
research as in other branches of human activity. 

‘^The selection of such potential investigators and leaders is not an easy 

task, fcr^ success in examinations in soieuco is no certain cri tenon that the 

student is fitted for a research career. A preliminary training in research 

methods for a year or two is required to select those who possesses the 

requisite qualities of originality and aptitude for investigation. A system of 

grants-in-aid or scholarships to approved students may be required for such post- 
graduate training. In groat Britain the Oiianoial help given by the Universities 

and other educational institutions for training in research is in many cases 

^pplemontod by maintenance grants to promising students, awarded by the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Hosearch, This system has proved 

of muoli value both in developing the research activities of the universities and 
m providing a supply of competent men both for research in pure science and 
in industry. 

“I have so far raontioned some aspects of the soientifio woik carried out 

by the the universities and government services of India. I am well aware that 
much attention has also been directed to the need of scientific research in 

agricalturo, and in certain industries. An Indian Cotton Committee has been 
set up which has given admirable service, while the Indian Lao Cess Committee 
arranges for investigations in that unique Indian product, some of whicli are 
carried out in Great Britiain. I am interested to know that an Agricultural 

Kosoaicli Council has recently been formed, largely as a result of the findings of 
a Commission of which IIis Excollenoy the Viceroy was Chairman. 

'"While I cannot lay claim to have any first-hand knowledge of Indian in- 
dustries and conditions, yet fiorhajis 1 may be allowed to make some genor.al 
observations on the importance in the national interest of a planned scheme 
of research in applied science. If India is determined to do ail she can to raiso 
the standards of the life and health of her peoples and to hold her own in the 
maikots of the world, more and more use must bo made of the help that 
Hcieiice can give. Boionce can help her to make the best use of her material 
resources of all kinds, and to ensure that her industries are run on the most 
efficient linos. National research requires national planning. If research is to bo 
directed in the most useful direction, it is just as important fur a nation as for 
a private firm to decide what it wishes to make and sell It is clear also that 
any system of organised research must have regard to the economic structure 
of the country. One essential fact at once stands out. India is mainly an agri- 
cultural country, for moie than three-quarters of her people gain their living 
from the land, while not more than three per cent are supported by any 
single industry. A glance at the official review of the trade of India shows that 
the annual production of wheat has risen since 1914 from about 8.3 to 9.5 
million tons, while exports in the same period have fallen from over a million 
tons to 10,000 tons. In the case of another important food, rice, the Indian 
production, esclusivo of Burma, has remained fairly steady, varying bidween 2:^ 
and 25 million tons annually, but hero also expoits have fallen from about half 
a million tons before the War to about 200,000 tons. 

*'In view of these facts, it would scorn clear that, in any national scheme of research, 
research on foodstuffs has a primary claim on India’s attention. Quite apart from 
improvements in the systems of agdciilture used in India, there is a vast held for 
the application of soientific knowledge to the improvement of crops, for examidt?, 
by secKing for improved strains suitable for local conditions, by research on ferlilizerH 
and in many other directions, The fact that surplus wheat for export bus docn^ased 
saggests that the present production is lequired for home consumption in India. 
When the permanent sidiemcs of irrigation now in hand bring much more land 
nndor full cultivation, India may again wish to take her place in the export marki^t. 
To do this in the face of international compotition, wuILplannod agrioulturai research 
will bo essential 

While the character of India’s trade has scon many changes in the last hundred 
years* to-day exports of cotton, jute and tea amount to about 60 per cent of the 

m 
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total exports of India. Next In. Importance come oil and seeds 0 per cent, hides 5 
per cent and lac 1 per cent There is no donbt that more soiontifiti Icnowlfjd^^o 
would incroaso tho production of all these products. XhiTO is of oonrse the iitM>d to 
make suie that there is a maiket for such a surplus. Of Indian standard ex[)orts, 
cotton represents about %0 per cent of the total vuluo. In spite of recent strennous 
attempts to improve Indian cotton, its staple is still usually looked npnn in tho 
woild^s markets as shoit and coarse. No doubt theio arc purposes for which cotton 
of this type possesses special advanta^^ea, though the demand for it must now be 
very near to saturation point. Still, India only ptoduces about IG per cent of the 
world’s cotton crops and there appears to be no reason why it should not produce 
a larger share ; but until the cultivation of bettor varieties is more extensive, com- 
petition with cottons of tho American type in the world markets will cfudainly bo 
difficult. Hero there appears to bo a wide field for applied research. Good work 
has been done by the Indian Cotton Uommittoo which has taken steps to improve 
the staple and prevent adultoralion and inter-mixture of various varieties. Tho 
problem can be approached, however, not only in tho so»'king of better varieties but 
m finding uses and xnothods of troatmont for tho short staple variety. The importance 
of research on the cotton itself is well brought homo by tho results achieved in tho 
IJnited Kingdom, where the British Cotton Industry Itoscarch Association at tho 
Shirley Institute has found that many of tho defoc\s 'which appear in the finished 
article can be traced back to defects in tho raw mutorial, 

“Finally a word might be said concorning tho need for research on radio-commu- 
nication, so important a matter to a largo country Iiko India. I do not refer to tech- 
nical research in transmitting and receiving apparatus, hut rather^ to tlio typo of 
fundamental investigation pursued under the Radio Hcsoarch Board in On^at Britain# 
Those investigations, begun in the early days after tho War, have shown that the 
propagation of ladio-waves over large distances m very soiisitivo to the rdtudrioal state 
of the upper atmosphere. It is now established that a uurnhor of oloidrifiod layers 
exist in tne higher atmosphere which under certain conditions am able to ndtect 
electric waves. Tho details of this olectiical distribution vary considerably with tlio 
hour of the day and with the season of the year, as well as with geographical loca- 
tion. Such information, which is of practical importance in tho selection of tho most 
suitable wavo-longths for radio-communication, must obviously be secured by rcfioarcdi 
conducted in the country itself. Moreover, it does not seem impossible that such a 
survey may prove of valuo in long range weather forocasting, 

*^Thero is here, then, much scope for research in a wide iicid, whic.h I hopo 
will be pursued vigorously in India. It is pleasant to note that a most promising 
beginning in tackling fnndamonfal radio problems of this character has already been 
made here by Professors M, N. 8aha and B. fC. Mitra and their students. 

The importance of survey work of this kind has already boon recognised in other 
parts of the Empire, whore it has received official support and oncouragomimt# I will 
refer in particular to tho admirable work in this Bold by the Radio Kt'soarch Board 
of Australia, 

“While I recognise the great differenoos which exist botwoon the indus- 
trial and agricultural conditions in Groat Britain and India, yet it may 
prove of some interest and, I hope, of some value, if T give a brief account of 
some of the ways in which the British Government has aided industrial and 
agricultural research in tho period following the Great War. From the dawn 
of the sciontiiio age, Groat Britain has taken a prominent place in advancing 
knowledge both in pure resoatch in our nniversitios and in applied research for 
the devmopment of industry. Before the War, progress in industry depended in 
the main on the brilliant contributions of iudivioual workers rather than on any 
systematic attack by scientific m 0 tho<ls on the problems of industry# We may 
instance the pioneer work of Bessemer for the steel industry and of Parsons 
in the development of the steam-turbine which had such a great efect on the 
power-industry. One cannot pay too high a tribute to the greatness of the 
achievements of individual inventors and investigators such as these, for it was 
largely due to them that Great Britain obtained so great an industiial position 
in tho last century. 

“Yet I think it Is true to say that in the period before the War the country 
as a whole failed to recognise as fully as some other nations the importance of 
an organised soientido attack on broad linos on the problems of industry. In a 
number of bases, British science gave ideas to the world, but it was left to 
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other nations to develop them by intensive research and to reap the industrial 
benefit. ' 

“This weakness in our organisation become apparent in the War when the 
production of naunitions and materials threw a great strain on industry. The 
common danger^ brought the industrialist and man of science into close co- 
operation to their mutual^ benefit. The results of this co-operation surpassed 
8-‘t expectation. ^ New chemical processes were evolved, many new devices arose 
while communications were revolutionised by the rapid development of the ther- 
mionic valve. In a hundred different ways, the co-operation of science with industry 
had justified itself by its success. 

“Early in the War, the British Government recognised that when peace 
came, a moie systematic application of . science and research over a broader 
fic4d was essential in the national interest, and, amid the distractions of war, 
necessary machinery to accomplish this. In 1915, the Department 
?i Industrial Eesearch was formed, and a few years later in 1920 

the Medical Kesearch Council was set up to undertak e investigations in all 
matters connected with the health of the people. This was followed in 1931 
^ the formation of the Agricultural Research uouncil. The formation of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research marked the first comprehensive 
and organised measure taken in Great Britain to help industry generally through 
the application of science. A number of new research organizations were set up 
controlled and financed by the Department, to deal with the scientific aspects of 
the use of^ fuel, of the storage and transport of food, of buildings and later of 
roads— subjects of groat importance to the common welfare of the people but on 
which little it any organised research had been undertaken. 

“Coal is the greatest material asset possessed by Great Britain, for on it mainly 
depends the boating of our homes and the production of power for most industries. 
Its better utilisation is a problem of great national importance. To achieve this 
purpose, tho Fuel Rosoai-oh Board was formed and a large laboratory was erected 
at Greenwich to carry out investigations on the better and more ecanomic use 
of coal An important section of this work is a national survey of the coal 
resomcos of Great Britain carried out in special laboratories m the several 
coalfields. The properties of the coal in the various seams are carefully examined 
and, if necessary, full scale trials ar made at the Fuel Research Station to test 
tho suitability of the ooal, for example, for carbonization, for steam raising or for 
conversion into oil. The results of this survey, which is still in progress, have 
proved of inoreUvSing value not only to tho colliery owuor and the industrialist but 
also for the needs of tho export trade. 

“In Great Britain every year upwards of 100 million pounds are spent on tho 
erection of new buildings and in maintaining old ones, yet no organized research 
on buildings had been made. To remedy tnis deficiency, the Department set up 
a Building Research Station near London where investigations are made on the 
many and varied problems connected with the better housing of the people. For 
example, investigations are carried out to find a scientific explanation of the 
traditional praotioes whioli have grown up in the building trade, for on this 
depends a rational adjustment of materials and methods to meet modern needs. 
The results of such a scientifio enquiry in this comparatively unexplored field 
cannot fail to have a marked infiuenoe on building ooustruction generally. 

“Tho Building Research Station embraces in its programme ail problems con- 
nocied with building materials except those associated with the use of timber, 
'rhuse are dealt with at another establishment of the Department, the Forest 
Products Hi ‘search Laboratory. Hero int6u.sive researches are carried out on the 
best UHU of timber and its preservation. The country spends large sums annually 
on timber much of it imported, and in the national interest it is of great importance 
to US that tho best value is obtained for this outlay, 

“You are all aware that food represents one of Great Biitain’s largest im- 
ports, and much of this is transported great distances from overseas. An 

organisation was set up, known as tho Food Investigation Board, to consider 
tlic host methods of storage and transport of food, so as to avoid waste and 

loss of nutrilivo valiiu. Much of this work has its centre at tho Low Tompo- 

lature Boscaroh Station In Cambridgo, but a special station at Torry, Aberdeen, deals 
with the preservation of fish and another at Ditton in Kent fvitU tho storage of fruit. 
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TiiyostVfvtidns iu this field, wliich owo so much to the initiafivo of tho lata Sir 
ilaidv, }irivo> proved very vulualde in many directions and havo led to great 
unjo'oveinents in the conditions of transport and storage of a gieat vaiiety of food 
stuffs, 

'•‘I may awe one example out of many of the striking consequences of such re- 
searches. Tht* Low Temperaturo Hosonrch Station found that beef in a cliillod state 
oonid_ be safely stored for 60 or VO days in a suitable atmospheie of caibon dioxide. 
The impOftancG of this discovery, viliich enabled beef to be carried in first rate 
condition from cmr most distant Dominions, was at once recognised by tho interests 
concornod, TIk^ first shipment of chilled bo«*f car-ried by this new method of gas 
storage was landed in 1029 from New Zealand. Since that time, shipments from 
Australasia have steadily inoio*nsod and most of the vessels built for the Australasian 
trade havo now chambers specially constructed for transport in gas storage. 

“While the development of our roads in the past owes mucli to tho pioneer work 
of men like Macadam and Telford, tbue was no planned organisation to add to our 
knowledge of road construction until comparatively recent years, when the Road 
Ilesearcli Station was set up at Harmondswoith near Plough to deal with problems of 
road oonstnioliou and tho study of road wear under modern conditions of traffic. 
When wo consider the largo sums f.}>ont (*\rry year on the construction and maiuto- 
nanco of roads, tho need of such scjent.fic ii*vt‘Stigatii>n is obvious. 

*^Tho group of research organisations so far considoiod deals with the primary 
m'uds and interests of tho peojdo as a whole as rogaids food, fuel, building and roads. 
No independent establishment was set up to deal with another important need of tho 
people, namely, clothes, for this is most appropriately provided for by tho largo re- 
search associations which have been instituted in connection with tho cotton, 'wool, 
ami linen industrios. 

‘‘Of tho national oiganisations under the chargo of tiro Department, tho largest and 
proi»ably the most important is the National Physical Lai>oratory at Teddington, which 
covers about 50 acres and employs a staff of nearly 700 persons. The woik of tliis 
ijuboratory, primarily intended for the assistance of industry in general, envois a very 
wide fiehr. It has eight great departments devoted to the study of tire different 
branches of Physics, Rloctrotochnics, Engineering, Metallurgy and Metrology, Kudio- 
coinmuiiications‘, A<fro-dynnmics and tho investigation of slap design. 'Ihe J^rfocratoiy 
is responsiblo fer the maintenance of tho National Standards and for refined measure- 
mcuits counocted with tlinm. U is not always realised to what a great extent modern 
ma*ss fjroduotiou d(‘pends on tho maintenance of exact standards and tho Laboratory 
plays na impoitant part in testing tlio accuracy of gauges so necessary in modern 
industry. 

“In 1025 a Chemical Research Laboratory \yas sot up at Teddington, in which 
pioiu^er work is being carrh^d out ou chemical reactioDvS at high pressures and lem- 
poratureH arid in thi^ production of synthetic resins. Auothor impoitant problem in 
which the l)i*partnjunt is iufcert^stod is the provision of more plentiful supplies of pure 
water for domestic and industrial cousnmptiun. Valuable work has boon done by tiio 
Water Pollution Hesearch Houid iu many directions, and new methods have beou 
found for tho purification of water which has boon contaminatod by the industdal 
eituonts from sugar and milk factories. 

“i have so far mentioned reseuich organisations which havo boon set up to en- 
Gourage tho application of suienco (c prcblt'ms which ufTect tho daily life of tho 
people and tho iiatimds industries cons dered as a whole. 1 should mention that thoso 
national organisations to which I have rcfeiTod are not only willing but anxious to 
co-oporato with corresponding institutions which may ho set up in India or tho 
Dominions. 

“I must now refer to arrangi'menis which havo boon made to promoto the applica- 
tion of soionLfie kufAvloflgo to the pioblems of the individual industiies. The impor- 
ifmee of research has lung been recognised by largo industrial companien, who have in 
many oases set up research establishments for their own requirements. This tendency 
is specially marked in the electrical and clu-mical industrios, whore large sums are 
spout annually on rosoaroh. 

“It is, however, to be borne in mind that a groat part of British industry is carried 
out in small establishmonts. A survey eairied out some years ago indioatea that in 
188, OCO factories in Great Britain less than 500 employed moro than 3,000 workers 
while ovor 117, OCO employed less than 300 workers. Obviously such small factories 
are not in a position to maintain a roaearoh laboratory on anything but a small and 
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uieffiuiept scale. To overcome this difficulty, the Dopartraont in oonjunotion with the la* 
dustry instituted a number of co-operative research associations lepreseating tlie 
greater part of the main industries of the country. Each of these research associations 
IS autonomous and conti oiled by representatives of the industry concerned, and is 
nnaneed by conti ibutions from the firms belonging to the association, assisted by grants 
from the Department. 

“This bold experiment in the co-operative organisation of research, which is unique 
in the world, has undoubtedly proved a great success. To-day there are twenty such 
research associations fotmed on a national basis in their respective industries and for 
membership of which all British firms are eligible. They cover the metal and textile 
industries, paint, leather, boots and shoos, rubber, flour-milling, cocoa and confec- 
tionery. food, printing, scientific instruments and the automobile and electrical indus- 
tries. From small beginnings, a number of these associations have steadily grown in 
sizo and strengtli until they now form an indispensable and valuable part of the in- 
dustries they ropiesont. 

“1 can speali with some knowledge of the marked progress made by these two 
types of research organisation, as I have been privileged, as Chairman of the Advi- 
soiy Council of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research for the past 8 
years, to come in close contact with them. While much still remains to be aocom- 
pli.shod, there has been a great advance in looent years in the recognition of the 
yaliio of research in increasing the efficiency of industry. If we are to hold our own 
in face of the ever increasing competition iu the world to-day, it is essential that our 
industries should take full advantage of the resources which science places at thoir 
disposal. 

“It is of inteiest to note that the Overseas Dominions have not been slow to 
appreciate the impoitance of such national oiganisations in the development of 
tiioir national resources and industries. Healthy research organisations under the 
control of National Besearoh Oonnoil or corresponding bodies have been set up in 
Canada, Australia, Now Zealand and South Africa. Both in Canada and Australia, 
which have a Federal system of Government, the research organisation is national in 
the true sense of the word and responsible only to the Central Government. 

“It. is to bo borne in mind that the organisation of research for industry 
and for gciioial national purposes vaiies much m different countries. A research 
organisation which may prove adequate for a country like Great Britain may 

prove quite unsuitable for another oountiy with different needs and different 
industrial conditions. In developing any organised scheme of research, each 
count! y must consifhir its own resources and its own particular requiiements. 
As wo liavo Sfoii the organisation of research not only in Great Britain 
but ill the DominiiJiis, is national in scope. Even in a large country like 
India, whore the resources and needs of the different Provinces aro very 

varied, it seems to mo essential for efficiency that the organisation of research 

should be on national rather than on provincial lines. The sotting up of separate 

rcsouich cstallishnieuts for similar purposes in the various provinces cannot 
but lead to much ovoi lapping of %vork and waste of effort and money. 
t:^uch a central organisation of research does not necessarily mean that tha 

Kciuiitific work should all be concentrated in a single laboratory. For example, 

I understand that a single organization is responsible for the research in 
cotton for the whole of India, While the more fundamental research is done 

at a conveniently situated laboratory, much of tho work of *a special 

character is carried out in the provinces where cotton is grown. 

“In Groat Britain, tho responsibility for planning tho programmes of 

ref-earcb, even when the cost is homo directly by tho Government rests 
with rcKoaich councils or committees who are not themselves Slate servants but 
rlistingiiishtMi repicsentatives of pure soienoo and industry. It is to be hoped* 
that if any compaiablu organization is developed in India, there will be a proper 
rcpiTScntation of Rcionfiric men from the universities and corresponding institutions 
and also of the industries directly concerned. It is of the highest importance that 
the detailed planning of rosearoh should he left entirely in the hands of those who 
have the requisite Bpecializod knowledge of tho problems which require attack. In 
tho British organizations there is no political atmosphere, but of course the respon- 
sibility for aildcatiug tho nccuBsary funds ultimately rests with the Government 

'♦In this address, I have to a large extent confined my attention to research iu 
pure science, agriculture and industry. I am, however, not nnmiudful of the pressing 
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needs of India to alleviate the sufferings of the people from attaolis of malaria and 
other tropica! diseases. I know that India herself is pving much thought to these 
vital problems in which science can give her valuable help.’^ ^ •hi 

The address then deals with recent investigations in pure science, especially m 
the transmutation of matter, in which Lord Rutherford himself did most magnmeent 
work. Attention is diawn to the recent revolutionary changes in the concept of 
the atom— thanks mainly to the discovery of the positive election by Anderson in 
193$, of the neutron by Chadwick in 1932, of artificial radio-aotiyity by M. and 
Mme. Curie-Joliot in 1933, and of the elements by purely artificial methods first 
shown by Oookroft and Walton in 1932. 

The address concludes 

^^The science of Physios now covers such a vast field that it is impossible tor 
any laboratory to provide up-to-date facilities for researcb in more than a few ot 
its branches. There is a growing tendency in our research laboratories to-day to 
specialise in those particular branches of Physics in which they are most interested 
or specially equipped. Such a division of the field of lesearch amongst a number oi 
universities has certain advantages, provided that this sub-division is not earned 
too far. In general, the universities should be left free as far as possible to develop 
their own lines of research and encouraged to train young investigators, f ^ can- 
not be doubted that vigorous schools of research in pure science are vital to any 
nation if it wishes to develop effectively the application of science, whetner to 
agriculture, industry or medicine. Since investigations in modern science are some- 
times costly and often require the use of expensive apparatu s and large 
boration. It is obviously essential that adequate funds should bo available to mo 
universities to cover the cost of such researches. ^ 

“In this brief survey, 1 have tried to outline the contributions to scientino 
knowledge made in India, and the needs of the immediate future if science 
is to play its part in the national welfare. While the study of modern 
science in India is comparatively recent, naturally much influonoed by western 
ideas, it is well to recall that India in ancient days was the homo J 
flourishing indigenous science which in some repect was at the time m acivanoo oi 
the rest of the world. , 

“The study of ancient writings has disclosed in recent years the 
variety of these scientific contributions. Much progress was made m the stnay 
of arithmetic and geometry, while tho researches of 8ir Prafulla Ray have brougnt 
to light the importaat advances made in metallnigy and chemistry. May 
hope that this natural aptitude for experimental and abstract science, sliowii so long 
ago, is still characteristic of the Indian peoples, and that in the 
will again become a stronghold of science not only as a foim of uitellectual acuviry 
but as a means of furthering the progress of her peoples.*' 


The A. I. Adult Education Conference 

First Session — Delhi — 11th- March 1938 

The Preiidential Addre** 

The folIowiDR is tho -text -of the ' Prosidential Addross delivered 
Sir Shah Sulaimait at fho All India Adult -Education Conference held at Delhi on 
the lltb. March 1938 

It is a matter of great privilege to address tho first 
Conference on a subfect in which wo all aro so .deeply mteiested IL? 

a vital part of o very general sohemo of edocution. It is 
tho first session of tho All-India Adult Education Contoonco 
this ancient and historic centre, which is the 

be in tho fitness of things for the educationists assembled at Delhi to taKo xne 
lead in placing the Adult Education Oonferonoe on a fiim and permanent basis. 
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Tlio problem of adult education Is entirely distinct and separate from that of 
impartin^j literal y education thiough the medium of ordinary schools. The great 
bulk of the Indian population is ignorant in many ways and the adults are 
generally too old to acquire much of book learning. Schemes for holding night 
schools for adults are in vogue in many foreign countries ; and we ought to utilise 
the experience gained there for the benefit of our own. But in India they have 
been tried so far only in a sporadic fashion. There has not existed any ooramon 
organisation which would co-ordinate all such activities and also guide our efforts 
along similar and uniform lines of action. The aim of adult education is not merely 
to spread bare literacy among the masses. That object is attained more easily by 
the introduction of free and compulsory primary education, when finances permit. 
The grown up sections of the population stand on a different footing, and adults 
can also bi ought in touch with the advance of practical knowledge without 
the nocossily of books. The method of educating adults must of necessity be 
somewhat dilTerent from that used for educating younger persons. Trying to 
impart literacy to adults often proves to bo a belated and almost futile attept ; on the 
other hand, supplying general information to them is of more practical utility. 
Wo should entrust our ordinary schools with the task of removing illiteracy, and 
not confine the adult education institutions within such nairow limits. 

The present system of ednoation is certainly open to several serious objeotioos 
and needs a drastic over-hauling. It is no wonder that from time to time it is sub- 
jected to severe criticisms by educationists in all the provinces. There is a 
growing and insistent demand all over the country that education should be made 
more practical and useful, and that now type of schools which would equip students 
for particular calling are more urgently needed. 

The underlying policy in the past was to establish as many schools and colleges 
as possible so as to turn out matriculates and giaduates in large numbers. That 
was a time when there was a marked demand for educated men, as posts in the 
Govornraent services were available to them in plenty. The system of establish- 
ing more and more educational institutions therefore worked pretty well 
and men who qualified succeeded In obtaining suitable employments. Acquisition 
of even a literary ♦education was economically advantageous, and those who re- 
ceived the benefit of such education wore certainly better off than those who 
had nngloctod it, With the enormous growth in the number of students the 
situatiou lias changed completely, as there are not enough vacancies In the ofilces 
to mot't the supply. Ordinarily siioaklug, mere literary* education has ceased to bo 
uf liny great jiractical utility. The educated classes are now faced with a very 
KoriouH problt'm of unemployment. With a multiplication of educational institutions 
and a wijle-spread expansion of literary education conditions are bound to get 
still more chronic. A heavy duty is therefore oust on those who are working for 
the cause of education to remodel the existing institutions so as to give the students 
a decided bond for industrial and commercial line in order to fit thorn for that 
special skill •which a workshop or a factory would require. It is most essential 
tliat quite apart from tlio Htorary education that is being already given in our 
existing schools, there should bo a well-organised effort to provide facilities for 
grown up people to learn in their spare hours what could be more useful and 
helpful to thorn in their individual occupations. A wide-spread scheme of adult 
(iclucation, as supploraontary to tho school education, would go a long way towards 
solving the uaoraployment problem. Of course it must be conceded that educa- 
tion by itself will never bo able to create now openings or bring into existence 
new industries so as to provide further and more numerous opportunities for 
employment. But vocational training will certainly enable people to avail them- 
selves" of industrial opportunities that exist, ami aooolerato the utilisatioa of the 
vast natural resource! for tho development of indigenous iudusirios. 

M(^re purfimctory literary education for the poorer classes is by no means popu- 
lar. In order to make It appeal to thorn, it is necessary that the nature of education 
imparted in our schools should bo suoh as to adapt the pupils to tho particular occu- 
pations or callings which they wish to outer, for suoh practical knowledge would en- 
able thorn to earn their livelihood bettor. 

If adult eduoathm were confined wiihin a limited scope and attention bo concen- 
trated solely on literacy as a narrow objootivo, adult schools arc not likely to survive 
long. Men who have to earn their living by hard work during tho day arc not 
likely to bo in a mood to come at night to take Instruction In literacy. Their minds 
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not being as easily impression^bla as those of thejyoung, it cannot even bo expected 
that they would make much progress in learning how to roai and write, and i like the 
boys of the primary schools may forget what they have learnt after leaving school. 
On the other hand, vocational tiaiuiiig would not be so dista^^tefal and would evoke 
enthusiasm, specially if the training is directly connected with the day occupation of 
the student. 

It Is a mistake to suppose that wo already have too many woikraea. Peihaps we 
have a sufficient number of thorn, but only a very small peroontago of those who can 
be regarded as skilled workmen and artizans. Skill in the various oiafts will enable 
the workmen to do their work better and such training would bo both profitablo to 
the wottes and conducive to the general dovolopmont of the Indian cottage indus- 
tries. There would not be the same amount of lepugnanoe towards manual training, 
nor any false notion that it is (iorogatoiy to one’s honour or status, if such training 

were to yield a good return for the work done. 

Adult education can have many branches. In its higher forms wo can have univer- 
sity extension lectures, talks on the Ihuho, broadcasting of spoeclujs, holding of public 

lectures and delivering of popul.ir addresses. I5ut in a more rnod-*st way, a good 
deal of piactical and usi^ful woik can bo done by providing vocational training in 
commercial pursuits, and making it available for those who wish to take a course of 
instructions m the ovenings. locliaations dilTor with individuals and it will be nece- 
ssary to have a very large vaiiety of optional subjects of vocatuuia! stmly so as to 
furnish a wide and comprohensivo tiidd of cdioieo to the students to mike fheir sidnc- 
tioa fiom. The oataloguo of such subjects would be a huge one and thoir full enu- 
meration is not at all necossaiy. 

Adult oduoation is undoubtedly a matter of f.ir-ieiching Imporiauce, and if due 
attention were paid to it even tho liighor forms of industrial and commm'cial training 
can be easily secured. Tho /;reat possibilities of a wido-spicai system of adult edu- 
cation cannot bo doubted. Tho essential tiling is that adult odiicatimi should bo con- 
ducted on vocational lines so that oven literates can find lf3isure from their ordinary 
avocations of life to attend night classes or holiday courses. 

On tho Continent of Kurope and pirtieularly so in Germany, a system of voca- 
tional schools exists whore students are being trained for some vocation or other. 
Students trained in tho various branches of vo<mtional study are always available, 
and a largo percentage of them are able to organise large businessos, [irovidiiig a 
better source of income for thomnelvos and for their families. 

The problem of ('duention in rural areas presents a still greater diffi.'ully, as the 
villagors arc unable to appreoiuto the bomdits of ohnnentary literacy, as they iiud 
tlmfc it dooH not make them more littod for their hereditary occupations. One' feais 
that they arc not far wrong in thinking that ihorc is no permaumit hurudit conferred 
by teaching them just how to nsad and write, whon they have to go baidi to thoir 
agricuiturai pursuits and koou forgot what they learnt. If instead, they had been 
given aomo pructiiml knowledge of hirraing and agriculture in which their family is 
engaged, they wouhl lind thoir liuirning decidedly prolitubh3. Before a genoral pro- 
gramme of oducution for tho rural areas Is taken in hand, wo have to make up our 
minds as to tim exact kind of education that is going to bo givtui in tho villago 
sohoolSt There is not much need tliero for tho prosorit typo of schools, wluch impart 
education of a character that has a tendency to turn out iitorutoK, wlm cherish 
dislike towards thoir Industrial occupationB, without having been (Utod for any 
better calling. Would it not be much more useful to teach a village student the 
qualities of llio various kinds of seeds, tho advantages of good manure, hotter 
methods of irrigation and now mothodB of oulUvatlon, which would stand him in 
good stead 7 Information about harvests and rainfall would bo highly interesting, 
and practical training in modern farms certainly more useful. We should not bo too 
prone to follow blinoly the lines .of the urban schomo, but would have to devise a 
special aehome suitable for the needs of the country-side. 

Handicraft centres of various types are likely to bo more popular with the poorer 
classes than the literary scboolB which tlioy consldor usidoss, For such people the 
benefit o! eduoation should bo judged from an coonomio point of view and practical 
training regarded essential. The need for it Is uuquewtionod and is rocogniHcd on all 
hands. What is really wanted is the creation of sufficient IntoroHt In the wide possi- 
bilities of such national work. 

The aim should be to open schools lor adults In every olty, town and village, and 
dhfeot the attention of the people to pursuita ol a vaoational type. The gfeat massos 
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of tbo urban and particularly tho rural population belong to the working 
and labouring classes, to whom practical knowledge Is of far greater benefit 
than what attendance at a literarv school can give. A widespread scheme 
of vocational education Is likely to relieve the pressure of uueraployraenfc 
which is weighing upon the middle and the lower middle classes !n a crashing 
manner. Elementary night schools and classes have been in existence in many 
places but the progress made has been very slow because there has been no well- 
chalked out plan for their development and expansion. For the success of such 
movement a large body of trained teachers and instructors, who are willing to 
volunteer their services, would be a necessary requisite, we should endeavour 
to enlist the sympathy and support of public-spirited persons in establishing an 
extensive organisauon for starting centres of activities la every local town, later 
on to be extended to rural areas as well. Let us hope that persons specially qualified 
and trained would offer their services and spare a few hours every week or every 
month to help in promoting such schemes. 

1 must, however, sound a note of warning that there is always a danger that many 
parents who, but for such night Institutions, would have sent their children to day- 
schools, may retain them during the day for earning some wages and send them to 
night-schools as substitutes for day-schools. This oan be effectively prevented if the 
nigiit schools are strictly confined to adults who are no longer of school-going age. 
Young children should not be allowed to attend such schools at all. Nor should night 
schools be a mere device for day-school teachers to earn an extra Income by holding 
classes outside school hours. 1 would suggest that the Instructors in such schools 
should not bo recruited exclusively from the ranks of the day-school teachers who 
would like to have an extra remuneration in their spare time, but should consist 
mainly of those who follow the trade and the profession they teach. Teachers who 
teach in day-schools for several hours a day, would feel too tired to continue their 
work at night. Over-worked teachers are neither likely to be enthusiastic about work- 
ing overtime, nor to have a fresh mind for snob work. 

Owing to extreme Ignorance and illitercy as well as poverty India suffers from a 
blind pursuit of the antiquated industrial methods inherited from tho past generations. 
It is therefore not at all a matter of surprise that village industries have become 
stagnant, and conditions are stationary. Unless the Indian cottage industries get a 
new lease of life from the supply of a better class of workers, with more specialised 
knowledge, their further deterioiation is inevitable. It Is our boundeu duty to awaken 
the Indian Industries and to save them from extinction and ruin, which must be their 
certain doom, unless such a catastrophe is prevented. We must save our indigenous 
arts and crafts from utter annihilation, by reviving and stimulating them and 
re-adapting them to modern needs. Cottage mdustrles on both big and small scales, 
even in the presence of machinery, have survived In all countries not oven excluding 
Japan, XJnless we take Immediate and effective steps to protect them, many of tho 
old smaller industries would soon be completely destroyed and become Incapable of 
being resuscitated. 

Now that wo have Provincial Autonomy, and Indian Ministers are In charge of 
the departments of education, it Is all tho more incumbent upon them to take stock 
of the present situation and seriously consider tho overhauling of the existing system. 
If a representative body like the All India Adult Education Oonferonoe wore to pre- 
pare a complete scheme and submit it to the provincial Ministers for their considera- 
tion, there is every reason to hope that duo attention would be paid to their recom- 
mondations. But there need not bo too much dependence or reliance on Oovernment 
grants. Education should essentially bo a matter of local interest. It should be tho 
genuine concern of the Municipalities and Town Area Committees to help such 
schemes and also to supervise them. And private philanthropy must in an equal 
degree offer generous help. , . , , . ^ 

What la really lacking at present is an organised system of adult education for the 
whole of India, based on a uniform policy and brought about by tho oo-operatlon and 
co-ordination of all like Institutions which are working for the same purpose. An All- 
India Adult Education Conference is in the boat position to give a lead, if not also to 
guide and control the aotlvitios of the Institutions of this kind. A serious effort 
should bo made to give a now impetus to this movement by forming, not only in 
every province but In every district and town, institutions which would carry on adult 
education work on a well-prepared plan and with a well-financed scheme. Unless 
there Is an All-India Association which has a well-thought out plan ready for adop- 

6 ? 
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tion, adult education 

concerted aotton. Conforenco after full duliboration to doviso a wcll- 

considorX scheme, and fis upon the vaidous sul.jeots for training, and to prepare a 
progreasivo course for each handiwork as tho necessary eubjeot of instruction. 

It Is a happy augury for tho future progress of adult education that this Confer- 
ence is meoting at*I)e1hi to draw up a programme of action and to devise schemes 
to ^ nut into t>keot. Tho various organisations in tho different provinces should 
tre^ each other as Ltnr institutions and work wltii mutual good-will arid co-opera- 
tion. If there be a co-ordinated and united notion on a fixed plan, there is uo 
reason why advance should not be made In an over-increasing degree. Real progress 
will bo made by local efforts, which alone will give tho movement a practical sharie 
and prove to bo economical. Adult Edacattoii Societios al j}}^ 

undeiiako the training of young men and women in the various arts and crafts as 
well as In tho trades that flourish locally, so that the workers may got the benefit of 
improTOd methods. Tho Introduction of new designs and greater skill would produce 
nw article of greater workmanship and utility, and in that way create a now demand 
for such prodnots. Tho importance of arts ana crafts in the sohemo of national life 
hM to la woll-rocognlsed Excessive Industrialism may Uirow out of empioymout 
nmny who wre depending on small cottage industries. Adult education conducted on 
Sionai Ito may allovjato the sufferings caused by rapid industrialisation. To 
prevent the ^8 and crafts from being ruined and exterminated by modern macliinory, 
wo should pr“oLfL S akllicd workmen. A real devofopment along such 
^ 70 uld be greatly welcome, , » rv » . t 

The Handicrafts Department of tho Delhi Indian blducatlonal 80c 0 y has put 
tralnlnVin handicrafts In the forefront of Its cducaDonal programme, and has already 
In oanft work ( 2 ) tanning, ( 3 ) toy-makmg, and further pro- 
poses to extend training In (i) eleotro-plating, (ii) leather work, and (iii) stouoil draw** 
nag la tho immediate future. This is a good lead. 

"We certainlv start with mauT handioaps , and there would In the beginning be 
obstacles and difficulties in the way, particularly of a dnanoial oharacttjr, and we may 
also suffer from a lack of enterprise, energy and imthusiasm ; but there is no reason 
why wo should bo despondent and despair of 

interested in tho cause of education were to do his utmost to fuitho* It, no matter 
how small may be his contribution, tho combined eitort |Ait up is liound to produce a 
a solid and substantia! result. The task Is undoubtedly great atul arduous, but let not 
gloom overtake us. Let us work courageously ? , hearts full 

of hope that our efforts will ultimately bo crowned with buocoss. 



The Calcutta University Convocation 

The following is the text of the Convocation Speech delivered by Mr, Shyama 
Prosad Mukhorjee^ the Vico-Chancellor at the Annual Convocation of the University 
of Calcutta held on the 5th. March 1938 

Your Exoellenct, FjsLLow-GaADtTATBs, LiDiBs ind Gentlemen, 

Twelve months havo elapsed since the last Convocation and it is once again my 
priviU'ge to extend to you all the good wishes of the University, To our new 
Oliaiioeilor wo oiter a hearty weloome and I venture to express the hope that 
tlio University will proceed further in its march toward progress and expansion, 
sustained by his sympathetic co-operation. 

Last year the address to graduates was delivered in an unforgettable manner 
by K’ibindra Nath Tagore. This year we have amidst us Eev, O. F. Andrews 
whose great sympathy with Indians and whose selfless devotion to all lust and 
humane causes have won for him the respect and affection of men of all classes 
and oroods. 

Before I make a rapid survey of some of our chief activities during the year may 1 
pay my tribute of respect to the memory of some distinguished persons whose death we 
havo ha<i to mourn since the last Convocation ? Diverso were the fielisof work! of Sir 
Jagadis Chandra Bose, Dr. Barat Chandra Ohatterjee, Dr. Heramba Chandra Maitra, 
Dr. Kasi Prasad Jayaswal, Dr. Syamadas Mookerjee, Dr. Indubhiishan Brahmachari 
and Rev. Fr. F. X. Orohan. But each of them was actuated by the same spirit of 
devotion to duty and of service to the cause of India’s uplift. Each contributed 
in his own way to her intollootual progress, believing firmly in the vigour and 
vitality of the youth of the land ; and to tholr making they nobly and cheerfully 
dedicated thdr lives. 

During tho last twelve months the activities of the University have steadily 
increased and have kept its members busily engaged. We have to-day more than 
tliree thousand students studying directly under our control In the departments 
of Arts, Oommorco, Science and Law, for whose benefit we maintain a staff of 
about 250 teachers in 30 different subjects. Forty research scholars are work- 
ing in various braclies of study in close oo-operation with their professors. A 
dcsiio for ac<iuiring knowledge by their own unaided efforts is also more in 
evidence among students generally. Tho increased facilities given by the Uni- 
versity Library have boon eagerly availed of. Tho number of volumes issued to 
students during the year was one lao and thirty thousand, against only forty-six 
thousand in 1935 and nfnoty-tliree thousand In 1930. The number of colleges has 
increased to Cd with an enrolment of nearly 33 thousand students. There are today 
more than 1,400 high schools with about three lacs and forty thousand boys and 
girls ; and as many as 50,000 candidates sat for the last University examinations. 

B’ive of our graduates wore awarded the Doctor’s degice and their theses covered 
subjects like Agricultural Economics, Metaphysics, History and Chemistry. Frizes 
and stipends wore awarded for original contributions made by our advanced 
students in Arts, Science, Law, Medicine and Engineering. We have continued 
tho policy of sending selected scholars abroad and the subjects for investigation inclu- 
ded Education of the Blind, Banking and Currency Organisation, Standardisation 
of Drugs, Aromatic Chemicals, Plant Physiology and Physical Chemistry. We 
havo not been forgetful of the need for organisting courses of lectures by dis- 
tinguished scholars, Indian and European. During the year we had amongst us 
Bir William Holdswotth speaking on English Law, Professor Fisher on Mathe- 
matical Statistics, Professor Myers on Industrial Psychology and Vocational 
(Juidance, Professor Badhakrishna on Comparative ^ Beligion, Mahamahopadhyay 
Piamathanath Tarkabhusbau on Yalsnavism, Dr. Syud Hassan and Dr, Suahlndra- 
nath Ghosh of Geneva on European and Far-Eastern Problems, Dr. Ewart on 
Austrian Culture, Sir Daniel Hamilton on India and the EmpirOj Dr, Dudley Stamp on 
Modem Geography, Dr. F. W. Thomas on the Literature of India and Greater India. 

Tho Silver Jubilee Session of the Indian Science Congress held jointly with the 
British Association for the Advancement of Science, was anothor noteworthy event 
and we confidently expect that its deliberations will have a stimulating effect on the 
progress of soientifio studies In India. 
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Th(i [Tnivornlty oontfmitjs Its tank of publishint^ m»‘mouM ari'I journals chioily 

coniributoii i)V our Rfjiiolars. Ab many as booKn on Kp<'olal suhjpciH worn 

brou^'Iit out miring tho year. Wo n(so hulpod in iho iHiblifaUiou of nine jourauiB six 

of wlikdi wfTo the organs of outsido sooioUrs for advanoed stiidieH in Physics, Cherms- 
try, Mathmatics, (Jeography, (biology and Psy<dioIogy. 

Apart from the meic routine duties done, many o’f our toachurs hi the TTuiversity 
and in the oolleges have applied thomselves to original woik and inspired young 
scholars to follow in their linos» wddoli have won for them rotjognitlon from various 
parts of India and abroad. Boino of tlu‘m have undertaken spofsial topics for investi- 
gation at the instanoo of other bodies oflioml and non-oflioial, and are thus making a 
uetinito i‘llort to gdve a wider puhlio the hpnj*rit of their study and res<»areh. Wo auj 
anxiouH that the departnumts of Bcionco as also those of Moonoinios and (Jommoroo 
should bo brought into olosor oontaot with pniotioid proidenis of industry and trade 
aifootiiJg the interesta of the provinoo at largo ; and we are uxjdoring the means fur 

seouring sofdi oo- operation. 

The work of tlie ToachniV Training Dopartnioni 1ms consi(i<u‘ahly iiKiroased and tius 
energy shown by the staff is oommondaMn. During the year f>'iO teachers eamu from 
far and near for training. Wo have nmdo special urrangouuents f<»r Boienco and 
Geography and have also modified the regulations peiniitting bona-fido tea<dierB to 
appoar at the B. T. Examination on wolUdeflnod conditions, as min-collegiato studonis. 
I fiopo that in tho near future it will he juissildo to increasu the usefulness of this 
department so that an urgent educational need of the pi evince may bo adequately 
supnlied. 

we have rovlaod the oonrsos of study in several snhjiuds In different faculties so 
as to bring them into lino with modern developments. The new Matriculation Itegu- 
lations, wiilch have just come into operation, have been criticised In some quarters as 
being too wide in the soopo of the syllabuses. The llnivtu'siiy is fully consriimm of 
the neod for observing caution during tho period of transition aiid is prepared to con- 
sider speoiffo proposals for revision after tho regulations have bad their trial for some 
time. 

fho eohomo of expansion of womsids education under tho Vilmrilal Mitra Trust m 
now being prepared by m able Bengali lady graduate who was deputed to visit edu- 
cational contres in India and draw up a report. The University, f expect, will 
soon bo in a position to formulate tho linos of future activity in this field atul curry 
out a programme of reform which will bo of bunulit to Bengal both socially anli 
educationally, 

The Art Mitseiim which was opened liist Marcli Is steadily growing into a useful 
Institution. The collections amount to 1,228 and inclutio vaiuubio gifts from friends 
in and outside Bengal. Our aim is to lay special stress upon the forgotten treasures 
of Bengal ami exploration of different regions in tho provinco for collection of sricol- 
meus has already been planned. With tho permission of tho Government of India 
and acting in close oo-oporation with tho Archaeological Dupartmoat. we are just or- 
ganising m excavation of the historio site of Baugarh In Dinajpur, directly undertaken 
by our staff and students. 

The now achome for creating an Appointmonts Board has boon working for loss 
than a year ami wu thankfully acknowiodgo the co-operation wo have received from 
various commercial firms and organisations. The number of appointmonts till now 
has been about forty. Our main endeavour is to find out oneninp in such branches 
of trade and industry as do not at present attract qualified Bengali youths trained 
at the 'Onivoraity, I do earnostiy plead for support from all Chambers of Commerce 
and other bodies wiio are in a position to assist u». 

A proposal now under consideration related to tho institution of a special course 
training in Agriculture and cottage industries. I hope this may help to turn the 
attention of our youths to praotioai pursuits and open a now source of productive 
energy which wifi be of bonefit to themselves and to tho province as a whole. 

The attention paid by the University and its collMes to the health of the 
students continues unabated The Eowing Club and tho university Training Corps 
have improved In strength and efficiency. The Btodents’ Welfare Department has 
extended its after-care work and proposes directly to Infiuence some of the mofussil 
centres as well* Tigonr and earnestness mark the work of other sports associations 
within the University and colleges. The absenoo of adequate playing fields and also 
of a whole-Ume WQlf-oquipped staff for imparting physical instruction is however, 
keenly felt. Much as X admire the keennoss of a few select athlete and sportsmen, 
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I would onoo again emphasise the imperative need for improving the health, vigour 
anu Vitality of all students and for turning the enthusiasm of thousands of mere 
stuuent-snectators into active participation in games and physical exercises. 
i.v'f Uruvmity recoivod during the year Rs. 1,39,460 as benefactions from private 
maiviuuals. The thanks of the University have already been conveyed to the aonors, 
A u o i * t express my gratitude to them once again, specially to Lady 

Abala B^e for her gift of a lac of rupees in memory of her husband, the late 8ir 
Jagadis Chandra Bose, to Sir Prafulla Chandra Ray for his gift of Rs. 10,000 
for research m Botany pd Zoolegy. 

It is a matter of satisfaction that the conditions of the Government grant have 
been revised and the University has been assured of a block grant of Rs. 4,85,000 
a year. \y 0 hope the grant will be placed on a statutory basis as in the case of 
According to the present position, out of the total revenues of 
tho Uniyoisity 6'J per cont come from fees, 12 per cent from endowments and 19 
per cent from tho public funds. 

^*1® questions which the University has been called upon to 

T??*^^^?*** certain proposals for the establishment of a Board of Secondary 

jAduoation m the province. The Senate rejected these proposals without a voice of 
dissent as m its opinion they were calculated to retard future progress. We feel 
glad at bomg^ assured that the draft scheme was a tentative one and did not represent 
tno settled views of the Provincial Government. I do not propose to go into the 
(lotaiis of this question here as at the invitation of the Minister of Education the 
imivorsity is at present engaged in a Conference with Government. I sincerely hope 
that the groat problem of the future ro-organisation of the Secondary Education will 
ho solved to the satisfaction of men of all shades of public opinion and will help 
to usher m a new ora of unfettered progress. 

Stagnation is one of the dangers which threatens a public institution such as ours, 
oyer-burdonod with numerous problems of administration, not all of which are easy 
of solution. The rapid survey which I have placed before you will, I hope, convince 
you tliat we have not been oblivious of this danger. However important and funda- 
mutual tho changes which we have recently intioduoed in various parts of our 
University organism, ^ the time has now definitely come when wo have to probe 
deeper mto our educational^ system as a whole and strive strenuously for improve- 
ment Pubhe opinion in this province will not for a moment tolerate any proposals 
which uriuor the cloak of reform may aim at restriction of facilities. We want more 
oducation and better education, and any reformer who can satisfy ns in this respect 
will find (mihusmstic support from all. While on the one hand we have to guard 
again^st^ the dorainaticii of vested interests, we must also recognise that existing 
msiitutions which have worked for the advancement of education under tremendous 
dunculties, cannot be doiectod by a stroke of the pen. True statesmanship must 
discover a satisfactory way ^ of readjusting and utilising all existing resources, both 
m man-power and in materials, and ovoive a new system of education capable of 
complete fulfilment before long. 

University education originated in this country not in the desire for the conser- 
vation and bettorraent of our traditional culture, our arts, crafts and industries, but 
mainly for imparting to us Western ideas through the medium of a foreign tongue. 
It has had no debt its beneficent results. It has produced a large number of 
scholars and helped in the creation of a new literature and the development of 
science. Professions like Law, Medicine and Engineering, have rapidly grown as 
part of this programme and absorbed some of the best Indian talents. But in the 
mam, it has merely ensured a regular supply of an indigenous machinery for the 
smooth working of a powerful » bureaucracy. It did not aim at educating the people 
masses remained untouched. No attempt was made to correlate 
the di^erent stages of 6duoation-.th0 Primary, the Secondary and tho University— 
so as to bu; Id them up into a harmouius whole Too often those stages have beau 
rogardod m separate, watertight compartments, and we hear of projects for Improv- 
ing one at the expense of another. We hear today of restriction of University 
education, of reducing its sphere of InHuenoe, of making examinations its chief 
function and thrusting it into tho background lor the sake of encouraging Primary 
Bduoation Noihing could ho more disastrous than such a short-sighted policy. 

Wo, on tho other hand, want to see established a sound policy of national oduca- 
iion, which will ensure a steady advance from the lowest stage to the highest. We 
want to see l^rimary Education developing widely and laying the foundations of 
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litenioyt of iu»hi oori«!u<‘.i, of {n*fivif»)»« an*! (>f a hft‘aifti of ouilook which wii! 

render {mjiHihlo fh(j js^p^rh of a national oonsoaon.-iots j. Wo want to s«m‘ Hocondary 
Kdnuation Rproadinjn far «atid whh^, latisfvin^ tin* najtiip'm'iif'i f»f u snund aiui lihoral 
pilucaliroi and loadin;? its la-oifiionis in divioso ii»ddh of hiifd{(M«hial, tr oful and prodno- 
Hvo aotivily. Tli(»n, in tlio Iasi wo want to k-‘o Univotiafy cdinaition as a 

natural contiiiuation of siudi a vaiu'd fspo <»f Hroondaiy Kdncafh.n, providin^z for 
hijjihor and advant^vi woik, n<d otdy in (ho lih**jal and plofoi.siona! Kindios hut also in 
Bcienco and Toehnoioi.^y, in (^ommoroo an! A'ciioultniv. Wo want to sooilo^ sylialm.M):4 
and coursoH of Htudh's so ror*i*‘dollod, sysS-nv-i of tiaiirn;' and oxarninatifjn so rooitija* 
nised that the yomin loai’iior may ^vnv( up not a.; a mt idianiso l rocor(i<*r of informa- 
tion and theories, not as a dry {•j»<*o5alist, ton as ono whoso latent pnwor is woll 
touKod, whoso eiitica! ju'hnuont is slron;:fh“nod and W'hi.j-o cnpa*d(y f(»r wide thinking 
and application of Imowiodgi* to proldoms of life ih <h^VMlt,}>o I to lln^ ful!<‘st oxtont. 
Wo want: to uvn such an odu< atitoi holng irnpartod (htongh tli»» latignago of tlio pro- 
vince in all stijgi*r., without nigh-! ting a 5»(ndy of ffn* Kaohsh lafl^!'uag^^ Wo want to 
pro the amplest piovisiotts ta td»* for Iho supply of foa< iioi;; jo^dy to dodicato th‘dr 
lives to tlio o.iuso of tlio uphrirntlng of the youth of tlio t ountiy, r*ompii‘dn,g both 
loaders and follo\vtM*s, heulihy iu hodv and inlolfMd. d:s> iphoMl* and open-minded, 
genormis atid upright, f“ii!e.s4 and fsdiiotio. We want to i;oe mv-U a wid(‘ and 
Innidicont pohe.y of niueatioti, leeeiviug uHi.tint<‘i aid fioni the State and from 
the pnldie, and freed fnnn the hamdiil fidluencs* of pntv politsis and tiommunal 
wrangh»H, Whi want to s»‘o the adoption of a Stare pohey wtii-di wdi inaku ptissihlo 
a wide ahstujdioii of cdiniated youths, now and in future, iu tliu wfirk of robiiUding 
Bcingai In all its phasoH, social, economic and political. 

Through education, more than Ihnnigh anything else, we can atltiin thoso our 
Him ttdied hopi^a ami ns{drationH, and let us tdand uniti'd to serve its snored causfs 
I hope and ptny that, in Urn yisirs to comi' it may he given lo us all, in wiiosn Iiarids 
rest respoiihihle powers, to h‘avo awide dis[mfes and ddDueuees, to put our shouldor 
to the whetd of progress^ and to help in inaugurating an era of oonstructivo wuirk 
w'uuih will make our great province a happier fdaeo to live in and will give it a 
poHihon of .supremacy in maHern concerning India as a whole* I hopo ami ptay 
task of nHionstruotum touching upon every piiaso of <mr uathmal life, 
tlto UmverHUy of Calcutta may play its fiart with courage, wiruiom and fonislght, 
and iiispiro in the hmirts of thoiisanda of her aons and dauglitcrH an abiding senao 
of loyalty ami nlTt'ction which will .sustain her in her days of trial and of triumph 
and Iliad hur on from strength to sirongth towards 4ho fulfilmnnt. of her tiestiny. 

Rev, Andrews* Convocation Address 

The followingrifi the text of 4lio Oonvocuthm Address deliverud hy Rev, C. K 
Amrewa 

ClIA^OKLLOU, VieK-OlIAKCELLOIi AND F/UKKOS, 

You will pardon mo today if f speak chielly to tho.sii who arc HtndentR ; for my 
whole life has been spent in the «tud<3nt world, among tho ytning, and 1 imve a doop 
lovo for thorn which seuk.s to find its utti'rancu at a time like this in tho hopo 
that Jiomo word of mine may ding to thidr memories long after Convocation Day is 
<*vy**# For tho Bnmo re^nson, also, what J write will he direct and siinplo, Hoed X 
add that this deof) lovo for Iknigal and its students hud its origin In my own revered 
teacher, Ourudeva Rabhidruuuili Tagore ? Hover has anyone had sueli a friend and 
guide m ho has been to mo I 

^ So let mo take, as my main themo, tho phrase that Professor Whitehead has set 

the forefront of his book, called ‘Suienco and the Modern World*’ IXe has 
deaicatod it thus : coUeagma^ pmi and praamH^ whoae fri&ndahip is 

tnspiraiton,^' 

^Whose friendship is inspiration.’^ It is concerning tho transforming power of 
fnondship, between teacher and thought, and also between students themselves, that 
X wish to speak. For that ^Irfendship’ as Whitehead rightly say% % inspiration*’ 

X^t me venture to show yon out of my own lifelong perBonal experience, both as 
a student and aa a toaohor, the supreme truth of those words,— how the vory best 
Mienimo and literary work requires this background of friendship for its highest 
fmniment ; how tho student, or the teaohor, who has new made a friend, has lost 
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tho ono pearl of great price whlcli tho University lias to offer : how the basis of all 
sound learning in human affair is laid in fellowship and friendship. 

'Whoa 1 look back ou my own undergraduate days at Pembroke College, Cam- 
bridge, the one permanent and abiding thing that made all the difference to me, 
was the profound reverence I had for my tutor, Charles Hermann Prior. He 
let me enter his own innor life and shared his deepest thoughts with me. His 
friendsiiip was my inspiration. He was one of those pure in heart who see God: 
and so he taught mo not only the Hebrew of the Bible, but also to look .steadily 
into the unseen world where his own mind had found its rest. 


Along with him, was one who became our President, Sir George Gabriel 
Btokcs, the greatest man of science in his own generation, whom men like Lord 
Kelvin used to call their Master, He was completely unselfish, and would give 
to his pnpils freely his own most fruitful thoughts, in order that they might 
gel tlio world’s praise rather than himself. The undergraduates used to call him 
“tho Angel Gabriel,’* because In his old age his face was almost heavenly to look 
at. He was so accessiblo, that even when he was long past eighty, he would welcome 
me Into his own home, and encourage me to come and sit with him in order to 
learn something of his sprit. 

Then, last of all, there was Eilward Granville Browne,-— ‘Persian Browne,* wo 
used to call lilm,— who at that time had just become world-famous in literary circle 
through his book, ‘A Year among the Persians.’ So brilliant was he as a lingui‘% 
tlmi I have heard him oairy on four conversations at once at tho High Table in four 
different languages with perfect ease and without a pause for a word. His room in 
Gollege, in tho Tvy Court, used to be our rendezvous^ late into the night, while ho 
told us about tke East. The debt I owe to his friendship can never be repaid. He 

turned my face towards India and made tho Eastern world a living reality to mo. 

No one in Cambridge understood tho Bpirit of Islam as lio did. The admiration, at 
its highest point, that I have always Totained for the Muslim Faith, had its early 
beginning in my friendship with this profound Arabic and Persian scholar. 

Bo I could go ou, one by one, to describe my teachers. They were not merely 
known to ua in tho lecturo theatro. They lived with us and shared our lives. What, 
in ancient India, I havo read concerning tho great teachers of those early days in 

tliO forest aarams^ was true in its own degree of those teachers of ours at Cambridge. 

Their friendship was our own inspiration. 

Muv I dare to tell one other story— not of a toaohor (his time, but of a fellow 
siudctil Basil Westcott, tho youngest broth<3r of Bishop Westoott of Calcutta, and 
the son of old Bisliop Woshsott of Durham, was my dearest oollogo friend. He was 
at Trinity und I was at Pomiiroko : but wo lived in each other’s rooms and used to 
have our Wsds together ami tints met every day. This ono friendship with Basil 
Wostoott m(‘aut most of all to me in Cf)ik‘go days. Wo shared our thoughts and 
aspirati<j»s ; wo talked over togethor our life purposes, and wore ono in mind and 


When Basil W»*stootfe had takon his dogroo, ho wont out to St Stophon’s 
Delhi, us a teacher, and while ho was there he booamo the closest 
friend ’ of Basil Kumar Rudra, who was then Vice-Ptincipal. Basil used to 
write to mo every week about ilm Collogo, aud in this way I first got to 
know bis friend, Bnsil, Then ho himself died a very noblo death ; for 

while ho was nursing a siek patient ho caught l!io dread infection of cholera, 
find thus naasod away. The wholo student world of Delhi mournod his loss. 

Ah soon as tlie^nows oamo of Baml's d(»ath, I knew that tho call had 
oomo at last to go out to India in order to take his place. Basil Rudra 
w*di*omed mo at once as tho friond of his own frioml, and thus wo were 



was llio tli*op 08 t passion of his life. , , , ^ 

aiisii had reooivod his oduoatlon and talien a high degree at Calcutta 
irnivorsltv late in the sovontios ot last century. He was much older than I 

wM and I held him in tho highest regard for iiis sheer goodness. Ho told 
me ’how at ono time, in inis undergraduate days, ho had nearly lost his 
fttith and thrown over religion altogothor ; hut Fuihor Brown of the Oxford 

MfMHion, in CornwalUs (itroet. had wonderfully befriended hita and had saved 

him from such a great disaster. The daily hfe of prayer, which the Oxford 
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Brothers led, had restored his O’wn firm belief ia God, and this hod-rock 

faith had gradually become the deepest thing in all his life. It had kept his 

heart and soul pure as nothing else could do. 

There was a quiet dignity about Snail Radra which never left him for a moment. 
It gained for Mm in DelM the nlayful name of the ‘Burra Sahib* : but a gentler, 

humbler, kinder soul never existed. He was my own Principal for nearly ten years, 

and it was a supreme joy to me to work under him. Then, at last, in 1913, he 

f ave me up, without a single word of rebuke or hesitation, so that I might go to 
antinikotan, which has been my loved home ever since. How can I possibly tell 
all that 1 have learnt there under our Gurudeva I 

Let me go back once more to make my meaning clear. If this priceless boon of 
friendship had not been so bountifully given me In my own early College days : if I 
had not then learnt what may be truly called the art of friendship, 1 should never 
have been able to make friends so easily In Sautiniketaa Itself when I went there from 
the Punjab, One stop led on to another. 

What I actually found at Santlnikotan when I lived there was the old Carabridgo 
atmosphere all over again, “-+hat close touch between the teachers and the students ; 
those small groups and fiiendships formed between the studunts themselves, which 
is the noblest avenue of learning. Above all, we had in our Gurudeva an ideal 
teacher, whom wo all could love and rovero. Thus wo had our own education 
set In perfect surroundings. Both the teachers and the students lived together and 
learnt together. Friendship, to quote Dr. Whitehead once more, was insfiiration. 

The question now arlsas,— and I confess at once ft is very difficult to answer,— 
‘Can these Ideal conditions still continue between pupil and teachers, and also among 
fellow students, in a vast modern city such as Calcutta, where simple friendly 
intercourse Is hampered and restricted on every side by the crowd ? 

I would answer tentatively that It Is still possible In rare cases, even here !n 
crowded Calcutta ; for 1 have actually seen it, in one instance at least, in the very 
place whore we are gathered to-day ; and I would like to bear witness to what I saw. 

During the Flood Relief of North Bengal, many years ago, I used to oomo, very 
oarly in the morning, by train from Boipur in order to take instrmdious from 
Aoharya Prafulla Chandra Kay who along with Salish Chandra Das (iupta was in 
charge of tho flood relief operations. 1 would then go on from him to Bealdah 
Station. It was easy for me to notice on thoso occasions, how, in his own HokuKte 
Buildings, he used to live the life of a true scholar such as India knew and loved of 
old. For he was clearly in every way tho friend of his pupils, sharing with tliorn 
everything ho had, Including his own expert sclontlfio knowltidga lie would glvt) 
them all tho credit. It reminded mo of Bit (ioorgu Gabriel Btokes at Cambrhlgo 
over again. His stiidonta wore his friends, and ho was their gtiru : and U 
the noblo word of my own scripture is true: *(Jroater lovo hath no man 
than this that a man lay down Ids life for his frionds,** then It was true of him ; 
for he was literally ready to lay down oven life itself for thoso who were Ids 
pupils and whom ho callod his friends. 

Again and again, I used to moot him during tlioso days whonovor I wont to 
tho flooded areas at Banlahar, Petlsar and Atrai, and what I saw of him was 

always tho same, IIo lived a hfo of groat work ho had undorfakon, building up 

the science side of tho Univorsity in that important area of prH<dhjai (Jhommtry 
which had been ontrusiod to him. No wonder tho siurhmts themselves ilockod 

to him in order to undortuko tho work of roHof of human su (Turing iix North 

Beugah when ho himnclf gave tliem tho stirring call. For they know that there 
was nothing which ho would invito them to undertake that Ito was not roa<iy 
first of all to do himself. 

I have taken this oxstnplo. because It Is .still living and fresh within my own 
memory, and It camo directly Into my own life exporhmeo* U showod to me 
how the vary greatest diffumUlos of a modem city life, like that of Oalcutta, 
could be overoomo, if only the human sprit were wholly dedicated to the taste. 

At this point, i wouhl n?cord my strong coavhjtion that Hir Ashutosh Mookarjoe, 
one of the oufstaudlng Yice-OhannoUors of recont timoH, had the genius to see 
that in the higher* branohtm of rsHearch thtsse ideal condithms between teaohara 
and taught could bo repeated In this IJnlvorslty, at Imnt among tho most brilliant 
students. For he determined to make Calcutta not mondy m examining centre, 
where thousands of students should sit for oxamiimtknm, but a teaching tfni* 
versity, where studies might be carded on in the higher branchos of Jearnlng. 
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In this way, it would prove a beneat, not only to India, but to all mankind. 
With such an object In view, one after the other, new Chairs were founded and 
lectureships appointed in subjects which should keep India in close touch with 
the most advanced thought of the day. Here, the classes were necessarily 
small, and the contact with advanced students thus became happily all the more 
close. The task of providing funds for this great enterprise was colossal and none 
but a giant in strength and determination would have attempted it : but his 
own generosity stimulated others and in this manner very notable additions to 
the higher life of the University weie brought about by his magnificent effort. 

Here, also, under Sir Asutosh’s wise direction, in the conduct of this jhigher 
research work, whether in literature, philosophy, or science, Calcutta University 
has refused to be provincial. It has chosen its teachers from every part of India, 
and also from other lands : for human knowledge ‘knows no local boundaries. The 
word ‘University’ itself implies this, and so now you are rightly proud to have 
had hero on your staff not merely ^scholars from your own country of highest 
repute, hut also such brilliant men as the Nobel Prize Winner, Prof. 0. V. 
Kaman, and the Oxford Professor of Eastern Religion and Ethics, Professor 
Radhakrishnan, both of whom have been invited to come to Calcutta from the 
South. Indeed, more and more it may truly be f said, that although this city 
has ceased to be the political capital of India, it remains, and is likely to remain, 
for generations to come, the Intellectual capital and centre -of the whole country. 
That, after all, is the greatest distinction which can be given to Bengal — to be the 
beacon light of learning to the whole Eastern world. 

Let mo give you one further piece of nows which shows how knowledge is 
unlveisal and overleaps all boundaries. A little more than a year ago, I was in 
Austral% and pleaded with some success before the Vice-Chancellor and Senate of 
Sydney University that their rapidly rising School of Oriental Studies should have 
its own close contact with India as well as with China and Japan ; and now I have 
a good hope that this will shortly come to pass. Futhermore, in Czechoslovakia, steps 
have quite recently been taken to institute a lectureship in the Bengali Language at 
Prague, which is one of the most ancient seats of learning in Central Europe. A 
Bengali from Calcutta University has already been appointed. 

This loads me on directly to another aspect of your University life, about which I 
would wish to offer you my warmest congratulations. For you are, I believe, the 
first University In British India to break through the unwholesome tradition of making 
a foreign language the medium of Instructioa instead of the mother tongue. You 
have brought back your owu beautiful language into its truo and rightful place. 
Indeed, I acknowledge with a certain sense of shame your own kindly indulgence 
towards me in allowing me to use my own English today as the medium of this 
address, while only last year the precedent was established whereby the Poet, our 
Otirudeva, gave to you in his own matchless Bengali the thoughts he had to offer. In 
my own case, if I must confess it, the simple truth is this, that like most English- 
meu I am very bad at languages and came so late to Bengal that I found myself too 
old to learn. Also my whole life since then has been far too fully occupied to 
enable me to sit down quietly and learn both to speak and read Bengali as I ought 
to have done. 

But while I have been discussing these things which are so close to my own 
heart, I have not forgotten for a moment the great bulk of the students of the 
University who are unable to go on up to the standard of research work in the 
higher branches of study, but have to leave the University in order to gain a liveli- 
hood at a comparatively early age. How are they to get something at least of that 
ideal relationship with their teachers and follow-students about which I have spoken ? 
Crowded as the Colleges are in tho very centre of this great city, with noisy tralEc 
around thorn all day long, with teachers who live at a distance and come in each 
day for their work and go out again when it ds over,— how, under these conditions, 
can you really expect to obtain tho best that a University is able to offer ? 

Frankly, it is well-nigh impossible except under rare conditions such as I have 
already mentioned. One consideration has often weighed with me as it has no doubt 
weighed with you also. I have wondered whether you have not got i^to be far- 
sighted enough, while theie is yet time, to move some at least of your residential 
Colleges out to the suburban area of Calcutta, into less crowded quarters ; whether 
you may not use the modern conveniences of rapid transport in order to get over 
a part of tho supreme dIEculty of these vast numbers of city studontSf 
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The Christian College, Madras, which Dr. Miller founded, has recently made the 
plunge and moved outside Madras. This has already met, so I hear, with success 
Those who know Thambaram, where the new College has been built, speak about it 
as a great improvement on the old site in the centre of the City. Motor transport 
has solved the problem over there. Might it not solve a part of the pioblem here ? 
At least with some colleges the experiment might be well worth training. 

Yet, while offering this suggestion, I freely acknowledge that the question 
of congestion in a huge city is much moie difficult to solve in Calcutta than 
in Madras. Per the population and crowded area are both vaster. Indeed it 
may well be found that just as in the case of New York, Tokyo, or 
London, a University with Colleges at the centre of the city is inevitable 
owing to the peculiar character of our modern civilisation. 

Taking, therefore, things as wo find them— Colleges overcrowded, staffs 
overworked, boarding houses overflowing,— what can be done to prevent mere 
mass production of University degrees ? 

Every member of the Senate of this University must have been troubled, as I 
have been, by this problem. The Education Commissions havo not solved it. How 
can we best face this acknowledged evil ? 

There is one principle, which majr guide our thoughts, because its psychology 
has been thorougnly tested by experiment and proved scientifically sound It is this, 
that the small group enables the average man to make his own highest effort at iu- 
telleotual attainment far better than tho large group. For the crowded lecture hall is 
apt to leave the ordinary student unintelligently passive. He soaks in information 
like a sponge. He does not “read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’* his knowledge. 
He swallows it whole. This very simple, but profound lesson which modern psycho- 
logy has taught us, is now gradually becoming recognised all over the world, when 
I was lecturing in Cambridge a year ago 1 found out that the changes of recent 
years had been made in this direction. The tutorial system had been fully accepted 
as sound and it is now in full swing, For it bad been scientifically and even mathe- 
matically established. Even the number of the small group has been worked out. 
Aldous Huxley, in his latest book called, ‘Ends and Means,’ has given a whole chapter 
to this subject. “A crowd,” he says, “is a lot of people : a group is a few, A crown 
has a mental life Inferior in intellectual quality and emotionally less under control 
than the mental life of each of its members in isolation. The mental life Jof a group 
is not inferior either intellectually to the mental life of the individuals composing it, 
and may in favourable circumstances actually be superior.” 

Here then is a psychological principle whjeh may help Calcutta . University. The 
crowded class room Is sub-personal, sub-human, herd-like. It does not carry men 
forward into that sphere of ‘plain living and high thinking* which alone can produce 
the scholar, the artist, the thinker, and the man of affairs. 

As a teacher, therefore, I would venture to appeal to my fellow teachers who are 
present,— Can we so decentralise our work, in different subjects, as to produce in our 
student world the high psychology of the group rather than the low psychology of the 
crowd ? Can we so arrange our work as to appeal to the individual, the particular, 
the personal, in our students rather than deal with them merely in the mass ? To 
touch politics for one moment, here surely is the vital difference today between the 
liberal and democratic mind on the one hand and the authoritarian standards which 
dictators impose on the other. 

If, as teachers, we are determined to carry out this high principle of the group 
rather than the low principle of the crowd it will mean undoubtedly more dving 
out of ourselves to our pupils ; it will Involve our being much more accessible to 
them. We shall not grudge the hours spent in peraonal talks ; and interviews will 
never' be formal. We shall seek to split up our classes aud supervise personal w6rk 
done by fihe pupil himself rather than aim at disciplining a vast crowd of students 
into a forced attention. In all this, we shall come back much nearer to the true 
personal relation of the guru and the chela^ and be much less of a drill-master and 
an autocrat. 

One last word to the students who are present today. There are voices abroad, 
both in the East and In the West, proclaiming to the modern world,- that tbe path- 
way of freedom lies In discarding all outworn inhibitions and aiming only at what 
is wrongly called ‘self-expression? Self-expression, in the highest sense of the word, 

Is the one goal of Macatiou ; It is the one aim of every creative worker. But this 
^result can only be obtained by ardous endeavour. For the perfect mastery which 
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it brings is the final achievement : it can only be attained by scorning delights and 
living laborious days. Tagore’s perfect freedom in lyrical utterance, Nandalal Bose s 
mastery in the realm of art, — these have come oat of a lifetime of genius and effort 
combined. 

When, on the other hand, the phrase ‘self-expression’ is wrongl;^ used to denote 
giving away to every wayward passion and yielding to every whim of our lower 
nature,— the end of this is slavery, not freedom : it leads, not to mastery, but to 
defeat. The friendship) which is inspiration, will always hold the student up, not 
drag him down. It will help to keep his deals true and high. 

One of the wisest words that the East ever uttered has been translated mto 
perfect English thus : 

•‘Keep innoconoy, and tak o heed to the thing that is right ; for that shall bring a 
man peace at the last,” 

And your own poet, in no less peifeot English, has given us the immortal prayer : 

Life of my life, I shall ever tiy to keep my body pure, knowing that thy living 
touch is upon all my limbs. 

I shall ever try to keep all untruths out from my thoughts, knowing that thou 
art that truth which has kindled the light of reason in my mind. 

I shall ever try to drive all evils away from my heart and keep my love in 
flower, knowing that thou hast thy seat in the inmost shrme of my heart. 

And it shall bo my endeavour to rovoal thoo in my actions knowing it is thy 
power that gives mo stiength to act. 


The Delhi University Convocation 

The following is the text of the Convocation Address delivered by Sir Maurice 
Guyer^ k. o. b., it. o. s. i., at the Sixteenth Convocation of the University of Delhi 
held on the 26th March 1938 : 

Mr. Pro -Chancellor, Mr. Vioe-Chanoellor, Members oe the Court, Ladies and 
Gentlemen— 

I am very sensible of tho honour which you have done me by inviting me to 
address you this afternoon. I tako it indued as a compliment to tho office which 
I hold and which is one day dostinod to play, as none can doubt, a great and 
ever-inoreasing part in Indian affairs ; but I have been received In Dolhi with such 
generous kindness and hospitality that I feel to-day that I am also come among 
friends. 

The University of Delhi is, I am told, a federal university by which I understand 
a number of colleges united in an organic union with a central body, with which 
they divide- the functions and duties of university as a whole. I believe that this is 
an unusual type among Indian universities, and it seems to me, if I may res- 
pectfully say so, to possess peculiar merits of its own. Tho danger in a university 
composed of colleges enjoying complete autonomy is that the colleges will over- 
shadow the university ; in a wholly centralized university on the other hand 
there may be lost that more intimate relationship between tutor and student and 
that greator variety in outlook and method whion a collegiate system is able to 
supply. The federal system, I hoi) 0 , avoids both dangers, and it is certainly a 
system which on a large stage has been found in other parts of the world to 
bo the most effective means of combining unity with diversity and of reconciling 
the claims of local sentiment with the need for representative central organiza- 
tion strong enough to counteract parttonlariBt and centrifugal tendencies. 1 might 
perhaps seek for illustrations nearer at hand, but I desire to say nothing which 
oonld bo thought by any precisian to have oven a flavour of domestic i)olittos. 

I understand that the University is still in process of reorganization and that 
a very groat deal remains to bo done before the federal ideal is attained. There 
are many difficulties which the energy and determination of the officers of the 
University will, I am sure, be able sooner or later to remove, but there is one 
difficulty which lies at tho root of many others, and that, 1 need hardly say, la money* 
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The University of Delhi is not a rich university. For such income as it pos- 
sesses, it is largely dependent upon the Goveinmvnt of India, and universities 

ought not to be too dependent upon Goveinmen»s. It is still young, and it can 

have as yet very few sons who are in a position to display their filial piety by 
contributing to its needs. But there are others who, though not sons of the 
university, have been proud to mark their connection with Delhi by the erection 

and maintenance here of beautiful and spacious dwellings. May I 

express the hope that one day some of them, whose love of 

learning and of the arts is well-known to all, will be moved to 

show their pride In this conneolion, perhaps by adorning this University with other 
buildings no less beautiful, and to immortalize their names by becoming benefactors in 
that or some other way of this place of learning ? I can think of no object more 
worthy of the generosity of a princely family or of a groat mercantile house, and of 
no gift which, like tho quality of mercy, would be more apt to bless him that gives 
as well as him that takes. 

But you gentlemen, who have to-day crowned your university career by the 
degrees which have just been conferred on you, havo probably given very little 

thought to the different fornas of university organization. Why indeed should you ? 

But none the less you have perhaps from time to time reflected upon the essential 
pill poses of a university and have formed some estimate of the benefits which you 
have yourselves deiived fiom the time which you have spent here. You know at 
least, for I am sure you do, that a university is not an advanced secondary school, 
and also that it is a very different thing fiom a technical college or a place of voca- 
tional training ; that still less is it to bo regarded as an establishment for the mecha- 
nical aoqaisltion of knowledge or as merely a door through which to enter Govern- 
ment employment. What then is it ? Let me try to describe briefly what In my opi- 
nion it is or ought to be. 

A university is first and foremost a place of learning, a place where learning is 
sought for its own sake, not for the sake of any reward it may bring, but for the 
purpose of extending the boundaries of knowledge. And next it is a place where 
young men about to serve their apprenticeship to the world may, if they will, become 
acquainted with all that is best in human thought, and with all the latest advances in 
knowledge ; so that, Inspired and guided by wise teachers and stimulated by contact 
with the alert and lively intelligence of fellow-students of the same age, they may 
enter upon their careers with woll-fuinished and disciplined minds, able to distinguish 
the true from tho false, not liable to be shaken by the gusts and emotions of the mo- 
ment, but standing firm upon a basis of principle. 

Thus a university has a double function ; one is to promote learning and 
to extend the bounds of our knowledge, tho other is to teach ; and If you 
will think for a moment you will see that the effectiveness with which it 
performs the second must always depend upon the zeal with which it 
performs the first. For to promote learning, to love learning for its 

own sake, is to love and seek the truth, to follow the argument, as Plato 

says, wherever it maj lead, without prejudices and without illusions. Is it not this 
passion for truth which has been the distinguishing mark of all great scholars and 
teachers since men first began to employ the faculties which God has given them 
in seeking to open one after another the chambers of human knowledge ? But those 
inspired with the passion for truth will when they come to teach others, seek to 
inspire them with the same passion ; and tho more earnest they are in its pursuit 
the more real and vivid will be their teaching. It is in proportion as 
the teachers In a university are ablo to oommunioate this faith to those whom 
they teach that the university itself will be able to serve its generation and 
make its contribution to contemporary thought. 

So I would put the passion for truth at tho head of all gifts which a 
university education is able to give us. It is fundamental and covers 

everything else ; and wo may say indeed that the other qualities which 

distingulsn, or ought to distinguish, a mau with university training are, as it 
were, manifestations or derivatives of it. And among these qualities I 
think that I should select as the roost important a sense of proportion and 
a sense of values. God forbid that 1 should say that these qualities can 
only be acquired in a university, That^would be very far from the truth, but I do 
say that they aro the qualities which a university education, if it is of the right 
type, ought to be able to enoourago and develop. 
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A sense of proportion is to be prized, because, if we have it, it means that we 
are able, in the poet’s phrase, to soo it whole, to view thinfjs in relation to one 
another, to assign things to their right places. It can help us to estimate the 
importance of a political crisis, and at the other end of the scale it assures us that 
the world will not come to an end with the loss of a dozen test matches. With its 
aid we can avoid the extremes of fanaticism and indifference, we can appreciate the 
stre.igth of an opponent’s case, we can even admit the weakness fof our own. A wise 
man. a countryman of your own, once said to me we have not yet learned how to 
laugo at ourselves. It would be very unbecoming for a stranger to express any 
opinion whether this is true or not, ‘but it is, I think, a very valuable thing to be 
able to laugh at ourselves when the occasion requires it, and tho better our sense of 
proportion the more easily can we do it. 

We develop^ this quality by a constant effort to see all sides of a question, by 
testing the validity of the answers given us, by estimating the importance of one 
thing in relation to another. It is perhaps something more than an intellectual quality; 
rather is it a whole synthesis of qualities, an ingrained habit of mind, which enables 
a man anoonsolously or instinctively to see a fact, a theory, an event, in Its right 
relation to other things in the same category. The artist knows that the symmetry 
or proportion of his picture will be destroyed by the addition of a line here or a 
line there, not by any piooess of reasoning, but intuitively, because he has the 
artist’s eye ; and a university training ought to enable us to act in the same way In 
other spheres. What is the so-called sense of humour but an exquisite sense of 
proportion applied to the common things of everyday life ? How valuable a quality 
It is, and how rare 1 You will often hear a man thank Heaven that he possesses 
it and you may guess from that very statement how ill-founded his claim is ; for 
could anyone with a true sense of proportion make such a claim consciously aoout 
himself ? We can only pray that a sense of humour may be vouchsafed to us and 
hope that our petition will not go unheard. 

Next comes a sense of values. Some may say that this is only the sense of 
proportion in another aspect, but I think that it is something more. A senso of 
proportion enables us to see things in relation to one another; a sense of values 
enables us to value one thing against another by reference to some standard. It is 
the critical faculty. It tolls you why the Taj Mahal is one of the most beautiful 
things in the world and why the barracks in the Fort at Delhi are not ; what makes 
great art and literature ; why it is possible to gain the whole world and yet to lose 
your own soul. 

It is by constant association with all that is noblest in human thought, with all 
that is best in literature and art, that you learn to assess values. You arrive at your 
conclusions by a continual process of comparison, of contrast, and of selection, until 
at last you come to recognize instinctively what is good and what is bad, and that 
marks a step in your mental development wnioh you will never have occasion to 
regret. For if you have learned to assess values, you must have accepted some 
standard by which to measure them ; and when you have once to your own intellec- 
tual satisfaction accepted a standard for any purpose, you will never be able to 
abandon it without treachery to yourself or to your fellowmon. To yoursolf, because, 
if you do, you will have deliberately preferred something which you know to be 
base metal, to your fellow-men, because you will have made it more diiicult for 
them to maintain their own. 

You must be under no illusions on this point. Without standards of some kind or 
anotherj not only life as a whole, but every profession, every trade, and indeed every 
occupation, becomes merely a savage fight in which no chicaaery is barred, no quarter 
given and the only recognized principle is that the devil takes the hindmost, without 
standards, there can be no art or literature. Without standards, politics become 
nothing but a sordid struggle for power and place. Let me take an example from 
my own profession, the law, whore the standards are rightly very high. Will not 
sharp practice of any kind, the deception of judges or fellow-lawyers, dishonest or 
degrading attempts to secure work, if not inexorably punished, lower the profession 
not only in its own^eyes but in the eyes of the public ? Aad?must not this loss of 
^ P**®j^dicially alfoot the whole administration of justice ? We have 

attempted m the past to make our judges indopendont by giving thorn security of 
tenure and putting it beyond the power of the executive to exert pressure upon them. 
That IS well enough ; but security of tenure can protect the unrighteous a$ well m 
the righteous judge, Ihe only real safeguard for the honest administration of Jjastioo 
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lies in the high standards maintained by the legal profession and in the inflexible 
determination of members of the profession themselves to enforce them. Yon see 
at once from this of what vital importance it is that we should be ablo to develop a 
true sense of values. Without it our standards will be ambiguous or non-existent ; 
and without standards there is chaos in place of civilization. 

If you have benolited by your university career, you will, as I have said, have 
learned to prize the search for truth above all things ; but you will also have realised 
that search can only bo prosecuted with success if men’s minds are free and if they 
are at liberty to follow out and develop their own thoughts. The history of civiliza- 
tion has been in the main the history of efforts to free the mind from the domination 
of authority, no matter what form the authority might take, and teach men to think 
for themselves. And this is still true, even though there are now, alas, great countries 
where the attempt is being made to reveise the process and once again to put men’s 
minds in chains in the supposed interests of a political theory. For to men who 
have been reared in a free university there can surely bo no compromise when they 
find themselves face to face with the conflict of irreconcilable philosophies which 
is at present dividing and may perhaps one day go far to destroy the world as we 
now know it. 

We are accustomed to think of the Slate as a convenient piece of machinery 
existing for the benefit of minorities no less than for the rest. But opposed to this 
we now have a novel and formidable conception of the State as something different 
from and superior to, the men and women composing it, who are to have no rights 
against the State, and indeed are to exist only for its benefit. This is the political 
theory by which dictators, whether of the right or left, seek to justify their acts 
and to disguise the true nature of their system. It is sometimes defended as a 
logical extension of the so-called piinciple of majority rule, and this demands a 
moment’s consideration. There is nothing mystical or sacred about a majority as 
snob. The method of deciding matters by a majority is a convenient and necessary 
one for tbo general conduct of affairs, because after all the business of the world 
must be carried on, and it is easier to do it by counting heads than by breaking 
thorn, But if it woro true that the voice of the majority is the voice of God, it 
must bo true no loss of a transient and temporary majority than of a permanent 

ono and In that case it would often be difficult to discover the divine purpose in 

the proceedings of many modern legislatures. Majority rule is then a sensible and 
convenient oxpcdiontj it is not a moral principle. But there are in any case juris- 
diction where ils writ docs not run and among them are the thoughts and beliefs 

of a man’s heart. 

The first of tho 'two theories of the State can and must -recognize 
freedom of thought, tho second dare not, for no dictator can permit 
criticism of himself or his policies, and I for ono will never believe that a system 
which claims tho right to tell men not only what they are to do but what they 
are to think can in tho ultimate resort survive. There are times when a comrannity 
may bo compelled temporarily to surrender its freedom of thought as well as of 
action for tho purpose of warding off more effectively a menanoe from without, 
but that is an emergency measure and passes with tho peril which evoked It. 
But the claim of tho omnipotent StatOj accountable to nouo but itself, to compel 
mon to think no thoughts but thoso which it permits/ the prostitution of truth to 
the interests of a poliiioal party, is a denial of the existence of ,human personality 
and an affront to the dignity of man. 

It is an appalling thing that the human race should have striven for so many 
hundreds of jears to emancipate thought from the fetters in which civil or 
ecclesiastical tyrants in this ago or that have sought to imprison it, only to find 
that in tho 2uth oentury the most complete technique the world has ever seen 
is being nsed for destroying the freedom of thouglit of whole peoples ; the 
regimentation of schools and universities and of the whole teaching body, the control 
of an entire press and of every organ of public opinion, a propaganda which 
falsifies or distorts facts, imputes or misinterprets motives, and poisons tho very 
springs of truth. Of all the sins of a dictatorship, I find this the worst and the 
most unforgivable, for it is as though one attempted to assassinate the mind itself. 

But, you will say, we see this evil thing apparently being forced upon more 
and more ol tho peoples of the world, is there nothing which can arrest itt? And 
my answer must be this, that (apart from a forcible overthrow of the system, 
of which I do not speafc here, for it belongs to another order of ideas) X know 
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only of one thing, and that is human personality and man’s own unconquerable 
mind. We do not know, and none can foretell, what may be the effect upon the 
mind of a people after two or three generations have been subjected to a propaganda 
and a discipline such as I have described, and robbed so far as is humanly possi- 
ble of all contact with the thought of the outside world. The effect cannot be 
negligible ; but I do not believe it possible permanently to ^ enslave the intellect 
of a whole race. And there is in human personality a divine element which I 
am firmly persuaded will in the last analysis be proof against the worst that 
dictatorship can do, and will vindicate, thought it may be on^ after a long 
interval and much suffering, the essential freedom of thought. If it be other- 
wise, then we may well despair. 

Human personality is an elusive and mysterious thing. It is that which differ- 
entiates men from the beasts In the field which distinguishes them from one another, 
and which has made them a little lower than the angels. It is something which 

defies analysis and definition ; we can only see its influence at work. ^ All of yon 

must have known examples of what 1 mean. All of you must at one time or other 
have been in the presence of men, perhaps strangers to you whose influence and 
whose personality have then and there profoundly affected you. One of his friends 
once said of Edmund Burke, a name, I hope, still remembered in India, ‘‘If a man 
were to go by chance at the same time with Burke under a shed, to shun a shower, 
he would say — This Is an extraordinary man. If Burke should go Into a stable to 
see his horse dressed, the ostler would say — ‘We have had an extraordinary man 

here”. Of the same quality is the influence which a great hoad-mastor exercises 

over his school. In a large school his direct contacts can only be with a small 
proportion of the boys ; yet the influence which he exercises throughout the school 
IS as real as anything can be ; so real and yet so intangible. But the influence of 
personality can be an immense power for evil as well as good ; and that is why, 
as it seems to me, the part played by the free universities becomes of such paramount 
importance for the future history of the world. If the greatest gift which a 
university education can give us is a passion for the truth, the personality 
which it tends to develop will be one founded on truth, one which leoognizes 
the freedom and dignity of man. Man was never intended to bo a slave of the 
State, a pawn to bo moved about on a chessboard. There is in his personality the 
divine element of which I have spoken, the spark which is always waiting for us to 
fan it into a flame will burn steadily in that secret and inner chamber which belongs 
to you alone of which you only have the key, and against the door of which all the 
dictators of the world may batter in vain. 

Here, I believe, lies the last stronghold against dictatorship, the ultimate rofuge 
for the things of the spirit. Human personality, founded upon truth must recognise 
the personality of others when it claims recognition for itself ; and this postulates 
tho acceptance of law to which all are equally subject. Mankind has endured worse 
things than those which are at the moment disgracing the world and has emerged 
triumphant. So I do not doubt the victory, though the times before us may be dark 
and difficult. A friend of mine who has written a history of the Great War speaks 
in tho final chapter of all that the combatants sufforod and endured ; and he ends 
his book with a line from tho Antigone of Sophocles ‘Thera are many marvels, 
and the greatest marvel of all is man/ One day perhaps the dictators will under- 
stand the truth of these words. 

You, tho new graduates whom I see before me, are happy to be entering upon 
your careeis at a moment whoa India is full of a new life. Tho English poot said 
of one of those great epochs when the world soems to be born again and men are 
intoxicated with visions of the future that “bliss was it in that dawn to be alivo, 
but to be young was very heavon”. You my say with good reason that no one 
surveying Europe and some other parts of the world today would care to use langu-* 
ago like this ; yet as regards India it seems to mo not inappropriate. You and others 
like you have in your hands the future of your country. It may fall to some of you 
to attempt a solution of problems which have baffled those who have gono 
before. If the old have failed, it may be that youth will have better fortune. You 
are now to have your opportunity ; and if I wore Indian born I should rejoice to be 
young with all tho world In front of me. Lot me say only this, that you will not 
solve your problems, unless you think them out for thomseives and do not take your 
opinions ready-made from other people. 
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Your University has not yet had time to create or gather round itself those 
traditions which in the case of older institutions can exert so powerful an influence 
upon the minds of those who belong to them. But you are the heirs of 

another tradition : for your University is in Delhi, the ancient capital of this 
land, which has witnessed the rise and fall of dynasties, the building of great 

cities, the gradual moulding of many races into one nation. A long line of 

famous lawgivers, administrators and soldiers has guided her destinies. Hers has 
been the scene of great events, some of happy, some of unhappy memory, but all of 
them the stuff of which history is made and influencing for good or ill destinies of 
millions. A yonng man must be without sensibilty indeed if at the most im- 
presslonble age his Imagination is not affected by such things as these. 

I remember that your first Chancellor in his first address threw out the suggestion 
that it might be to the public advantage if the universities in India, as their numbers 
increased, were each to select some branch of intollectual activity in which it 
might specialise. The suggestion is interesting though I doubt whether, in a 

country of such vast distances as India, it could ever be a practica! one. From 
time to time no doubt the leputation of teachers in one subject or another will 
attract students to a particular university ; but the University of Delhi, if ever 
it was minded to specialise, might justly claim a right to make itself and its 

facilities a nursery for the statesmen aud administrators of the futuie. 

I know how the genius of a place can impress itself upon the imagination 
of the young, I was myself brought up at a famous school which lies in the 
shadow of Westminster Abbey. There I spent five years of my life, and to this 
day the sound of the Westminster chimes, heard by the magic of wireless so 
many thousand miles away, can awaken in a moment all the memories of my 
youtn. I sec again that venerable shrine ; there passes before me the pageant 

of those great events which cluster round it ; and I lomember how la its ancient 
precincts history seomod to come alive as I read my school books. 

Delhi will do the same for you ; and secure la that belief I take my leave 

of you to-day. I wish you all success and good fortune aud I give you my 
grateful thanks for your welcome and for your attention. 



